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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  6 


Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  6:  Folder  1-7:  Correspondence  from  NBH,  1927-1954 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’ 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  httD://www.ncrkinsarchivcs.org/nbh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Fienney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Fienney,  Nella  Braddy  Flenney’s  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Heitney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/721576273 101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSINCi  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta,  2015, 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  lirst  met  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  fhomson  in  1924, 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Keller-Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan's  biography  Anne  Sullivan 


Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (\933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan.  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  6:  Folder  1-7:  Correspondence  from  NBH,  1927-1954 

B6:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  from  NBH,  1927-1949 

Letter  to  Chairman  of  the  Massaehusetts  State  Board  of  Charities,  February  9,  1 927 
Letter  to  Mrs.  L.  Warren  Tyson,  February  21,  1927 


Letter  to  Frank  W.  Goodhue.  February  21,  1927 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  March  21,  1927 

Letter  to  Laura  E.  Richards,  April  16,  1927 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen.  April  19,  1927 

Letter  to  Cora  Newton,  June  2,  1 927 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  April  25,  1 927 

Letter  to  James  E.  Chamberlain,  June  9,  1927 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  June  9,  1927 

Letter  to  Emilie  Poulsson,  June  22,  1927 

Lener  to  Soeurs  dela  Charite,  December  29,  1 927 

Letter  to  Bernice  V.  Brown,  January  10,  1928 

Letter  to  Clifford  FI.  Moore,  January  18,  1928 

Letter  to  George  L.  Kittredge,  January  18,  1928 

Letter  to  Ralph  B.  Perry,  January  18,  1928 

Letter  to  Edward  L.  Flolmes,  May  16,  1928 

Letter  to  Mr.  Holmes,  1 928 

Letter  to  Marcy  Sullivan  Hannan,  October  8,  1928 

Letter  to  D.  J.  Mumane,  October  22,  1 928 

Letter  to  Mary  Sullivan  Hannan,  November  14,  1928 

Letter  to  S.C.  Swift,  March  19,  1930 

Letter  to  Rebecca  Mack,  April  5,  1930 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Geoffrey  Whitney,  November  17,  1931 

Letter  to  M.A.  De Wolfe  Howe,  November  17,  1931 

Letter  to  Henry  Van  Dyke,  November  17,  1931 

Letter  to  Margaret  Wade  Deland,  November  17,  1931 

Letter  to  Charles  Arensberg,  November  17,  1931 

Letter  to  Henry  Van  Dyke,  November  19,  1931 

Letter  to  M.A.  DeWolfe  Howe,  November  19,  1931 

Letter  to  Margaret  Wade  Deland,  November  23,  1931 

Letter  to  George  Macrum,  November  24,  1931 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Geoffrey  G.  Whitney,  December  1,  1931 

Letter  to  Thos.  Y.  Crowell  Company,  December  31,  1931 

Letter  to  Albert  Bigelow  Paine,  January  7,  1932 

Letter  to  Albert  Bigelow  Paine,  January  1 8,  1932 

Letter  to  Francis  Trevelyan  Miller,  February  17,  1932 

Letter  to  Amelia  L.  Bond,  March  15,  1932 

Letter  to  Edna  Porter,  July  6,  1932 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  August  30,  1932 

Memo  to  Russell  Doubleday,  January  2,  1933  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Mary  Moore,  January  9,  1933 

Letter  from  Mary  Moore,  January  1 7,  1933 

Letter  from  February  1,  1933 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Geoffrey  G.  Whitney,  February  6,  1933 

Letter  to  Mrs.  M.  E.  Crocker,  February  6,  1933 

Letter  to  Ned  Holmes,  March  1933  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Edward  Bok,  March  22,  1933 
Letter  to  Gilbert  Grosvenor,  March  30,  1933 
Letter  to  Gabriel  Farrell,  April  6,  1933 
Letter  to  Charles  I layes,  April  6,  1933 
Letter  to  Gilbert  Grosvenor.  April  10,  1933 
Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  April  10.  1933 
Letter  to  Gabriel  Farrell.  April  13.  1933 


Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson.  May  12,  1933 
Letter  to  Gabriel  Farrell,  May  15,  1933 
Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  .lime  21,  1933 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  .lune  21,  1933 

Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  .lune  29,  1 933 

Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  July  1 1,  1933 

Letter  to  Amie  Sullivan  Macy,  July  1 1,  1933 

Letter  to  Charles  B.  Hayes,  September  8,  1933 

Letter  to  Blanche  Colton  Williams,  September  18,  1933 

Letter  to  Albert  Bigelow  Pane,  September  19,  1933 

Letter  to  Charles  B.  Hayes,  September  21,  1933 

Letter  to  Walter  G.  Holmes,  September  25,  1933 

Letter  to  Albert  Bigelow  Paine,  September  28,  1933 

Letter  to  Frances  Noyes  Hart,  October  4,  1933 

Letter  to  Paul  Sperry,  October  4,  1933 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Harris,  October  6,  1933 

Letter  to  Eli  M.  Millen,  October  1 1,  1933 

Letter  to  M.C.  Migel,  October  1 9,  1933 

Letter  to  Walter  Holmes,  November  1 1,  1933 

Letter  to  George  T.  Keating,  December  5,  1933 

Letter  to  Joseph  Chamberlin,  December  8,  1933 

Letter  to  Charles  F.F.  Campbell,  December  12,  1933 

Letter  to  Carl  Sandburg,  December  13,  1933 

Letter  to  H.M.  Crisp,  December  18,  1933 

Letter  to  Eunice  Thomson,  December  19,  1933 

Letter  to  August  Heckster,  December  19,  1933 

Letter  to  F.  Hohngren,  December  20,  1933 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  December  20,  1933 

Letter  to  Robert  H.  Moulton,  December  21,  1933 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson,  December  25,  1933 

Letter  to  Dale  Carnegie,  December  27,  1933 

Letter  to  Nina  Rhoades,  December  29,  1933 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  1933 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Lawson,  January  6,  1934 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  January  10,  1934 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  January  15,  1934 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  January  15,  1934 

Letter  to  Miss  Derby,  January  15,  1934 

Letter  to  Dr.  Richard  Cabot,  January  16,  1934  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Carl  Sandburg,  January  16,  1934 

Letter  to  Frederick  Muller,  January  18,  1934 

Letter  to  M.R.  Bashoo,  January  22,  1934 

Letter  to  Eleanor,  February  21,  1934 

Letter  to  Elizabeth  Bain,  March  8,  1934 

Letter  to  Edna  Porter,  March  8,  1934 

Letter  to  Alexander  Woollcott,  March  15,  1934 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Amelia  Bond,  March  15,  1934 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  March  15,  1934  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  March  18,  1934 
Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  March  19,  1934 
Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  March  19,  1934 
Letter  to  Mr.  Menjou,  March  26,  1 934 


Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  March  26,  1934 

Letter  to  Edward  E.  Allen,  March  27,  1934 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  March  27,  1934 

Letter  to  Mr.  Nye,  March  29,  1934 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Nellie  O'Connell  White,  March  30,  1934 

Telegram,  April  1 1,  1934 

Letter  to  Helen  Hahn,  April  12,  1934 

Letter  to  Mr.  Nye,  April  12,  1934 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  12,  1934  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  April  16,  1934 
Letter  to  Miss  Comstock,  May  2,  1934 
Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  May  2,  1934 
Letter  to  Mrs.  E.M.  McAfee,  May  17,  1934 
Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  May  22,  1934 
Clipping  titled  “Recent  Books  1 Have  Liked” 

Letter  to  Irene  Powell,  July  5,  1934 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  2,  1934 

Letter  to  Alexander  Woollcott,  November  12,  1934 

Letter  to  Nellie  White,  February  18,  1935 

Letter  to  Scribner’s  Magazine,  February  26,  1935  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Edgar  Fletcher  Allen.  March  24,  1935 

Letter  to  Mr.  Allen.  April  19,  1935 

Letter  to  Carl  Sandburg,  Jun  22,  1936 

Letter  to  Julia  Collier  Harris,  November  5,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  November  8,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  November  12,  1936 

Letter  to  Evelyn  McKay,  November  12,  1936 

Note:  with  attached  article  “Anne  Sullivan  Macy:  World  Figure”  which  was  published  in  New  Outlook  for 
the  Blind  (7  pages) 

Letter  to  Julia  Collier  Harris,  November  24,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  November  26,  1936 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  1,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  December  1,  1936 

Letter  to  Miss  Derby,  December  1,  1936 

Letter  to  Poll  Thomson.  December  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  December  7,  1936 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  December  7,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  December  1 7,  1936 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  December  23,  1936 

Letter  to  Edwin  Lewis,  December  23,  1936 

Note:  with  attached  biography  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Ida  Hirst-Gifford,  January  3,  1937 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  4,  1937 
Letter  to  Alexander  Woollcott,  February  8,  1937 
Letter  to  Edward  Allen.  March  1 1,  1937 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  23,  1937  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  May  4,  1 937 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  May  25,  1937  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Michael  Joseph,  June  1,  1937 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  fhomson,  June  4,  1937 

Note:  attaehed  copy  of  letter  from  Miehel  Joseph  to  Helen  Keller 

Letter  to  1 lelen  Keller  & Polly  'fhomson,  June  28,  1937  (2  pages) 


Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  September  1937 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  September  17,  1937 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  29,  1937  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  4,  1937 
Letter  to  Carol  Hill,  November  3,  1937  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  30,  1937 

Note;  with  corrections  and  emendations  for  the  typescript  of  Helen  Keller’s  Journal 
Letter  to  Marion,  December  1 7,  1937 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  December  27,  1937 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Ida  Hirist-Gifford,  December  28,  1937 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  December  29,  1937 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  3,  1938 

B6:F2;  NBH  Correspondence:  from  NBH,  19 

Letter  to  Marion,  January  7,  1938 

Letter  to  Dr.  Nagel,  January  7,  1938  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  January  7,  1938 

Letter  to  Dr.  Nagel,  January  7,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  January  10,  1938 

Letter  to  Dr.  Nagel,  January  11,  1938 

Letter  to  Marion,  January  17,  1938 

Letter  to  Dr.  Nagel,  January  17,  1938 

Letter  to  F.  Fraser  Bond,  February  1,  1938 

Note:  attached  copy  of  an  article  typical  day  of  Polly  Thomson  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  February  16,  1938 
Letter  to  Mr.  DeRose,  February  16,  1938 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  February  25,  1938 

Note:  attached  copy  of  a letter  by  Herbert  telling  of  a forthcoming  operation 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  25,  1938  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Erika  May  Brooks,  March  2,  1938 

Letter  to  Carlene  E.  Taylor,  March  3,  1938 

Letter  to  Harry  Maule,  March  10,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  21,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  June  5,  1938 

Letter  to  Harry  Maule,  June  18,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  June  21,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  30,  1938 

Note:  attached  note  from  Polly  asking  about  Helen  Keller  joining  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  August  26,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  August  28,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  1,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  November  12,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  December  1938 

Letter  to  Robbie,  December  14,  1938 

Letter  to  Ralph  Roeder,  December  21,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  1937 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  1939 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  14,  1939 

Letter  to  Princess  zu  Loewenstein,  February  14,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  2,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  5,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  6,  1939 

Letter  to  Flelen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  March  1 1,  1939 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  March  19,  1939 

Letter  to  Helge  Lende,  March  20,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  20,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  21,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  26,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  29,  1939 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  2,  1939 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  29,  1939  9 (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  1 7,  1939 

Note:  with  attached  note  about  Rosalind 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  17,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  2,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  14,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  1939 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  July  1939 

Note:  with  National  News  of  the  Blind  from  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  booklet 

Letter  to  Robbie,  September  1,  1939 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  September  1,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  4,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  5,  19389 

Letter  to  Mrs.  William  Brown  Meloney,  September  5,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  1 1,  1939 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Leslie  Fulenwilder,  September  1 1,  1939 

Letter  to  Robbie,  September  25,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  27,  1939 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Leslie  Fulenwilder,  October  1,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  1,  1939 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Leslie  Fulenwilder,  Oetober  5,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  9,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  14,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  21,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  13,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  14,  1939 

Note:  with  attaehed  note  to  Nella  from  Polly  on  “We  Bereaved” 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  December  22,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  12,  1940 

Note:  with  attached  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Riehard  Ruedy,  January  18,  1940 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  Mareh  6,  1940 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  16,  1940 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  7,  1 940 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  27,  1940 

Note:  attached  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Polly  fhomson.  May  8,  1940 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  10,  1940 

Note:  with  note  from  Polly  (2  pages) 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  18,  1940 
Letter  to  Charles  Muir,  July  24,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  September  3,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  4,  1 940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  12,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  15,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  19,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  October  29,  1 940 
Note:  with  note  from  Polly 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  19,  1940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  2,  1 940 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  8,  1940 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  Polly  Thomson  & Herbert  Haas,  January  2,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  5,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  11,  1941 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  March  18,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  14,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  23,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  12,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  10,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  19,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  27,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  7,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  September  16,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  16,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  22,  1941 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  12,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  15,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  5,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  10,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  17,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  22,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  26,  1942 

Note:  with  a postcard  from  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  January  1943 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  Late  1 942  or  Early  1943 
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Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  January  1943 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  2,  1943 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  1943 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  24,  1943  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  4,  1943 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  3,  1943 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  14,  1943 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  23,  1943 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  19,  1944 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  16,  1944 

Note:  with  attached  copy  of  letter  sent  by  Ann  Watkin  to  Helen  Keller 
Letter  to  Daniel  W.  Nye,  March  22,  1944 
Letter  to  Fritzie,  April  17,  1944  (3  pages) 


Letter  to  Ruth  E.  Stones,  August  18,  1944 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller.  September  28,  1944 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  14,  1944  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  30,  1 944 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  6,  1944 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  1,  1945 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  1945 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  February  23,  1946 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  April  18,  1946 

Letter  to  Ida  Hirst-Gifford,  July  18,  1946 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  3,  1946 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  6,  1946 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson,  October  12,  1946 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  2,  1946 

Letter  to  Sandra,  December  4,  1946  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Kay,  December  4,  1946 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  December  7,  1 946  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Florence  and  Jo  Davidson.  December  12,  1946 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  28,  1946 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  3,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  18,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  21,  1947 

Note:  Who’s  Who  Sketch 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  22,  1947 

Letter  to  Miss  Otero,  January  27,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  27,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  10,  1947 

Note:  attached  introduction  for  Helen  Keller  dated  February  1947. 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  13,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  21,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  4,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  26,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  2,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  4,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  10,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  14,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  14,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Anthony  McCall,  April  14,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ethel,  April  1 8,  1 947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  18,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  20,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  28,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  1,  1947 

Note:  with  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  4,  1947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  25,  1 947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  29,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  'I'homson,  July  26,  1947 

Letter  to  I lerbcrt  1 laas.  July  26,  1 947 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  7,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  'Thomson,  August  24.  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  3 1 . 1947 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  14,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  20,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  28,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  19,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  26,  1947  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  1 8,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  6,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  11,  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  20,  1 947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  5,  1948 
Note:  with  note  from  Polly  dated  December  1947 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  8,  1948 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  12,  1948 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  January  29,  1948 
Letter  to  Phillips  Keller,  January  30,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  February  2,  1948 
Letter  to  Mr.  Keller,  February  10,  1948 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  February  13,  1948  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  3,  1948  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Robert  Braddy,  March  16,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  March  17,  1948 

Note:  with  address  for  Takeo  Iwashi  in  December  1947 

Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  March  17,  1948 

Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  March  20,  1948 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  March  20,  1 948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Effie,  March  23,  1948 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  April  7,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  8,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  April  16,  1948 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  16,  1948 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  5,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  May  6,  1948 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  May  1 9,  1 948 
Letter  to  Milton  Stauffer,  May  24,  1 948 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  June  4,  1948(2  pages) 

Note:  with  letter  from  Herbert  Hass 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  5,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  June  15,  1948 

Letter  to  Milton  Stauffer,  July  8,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  9,  1948 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  July  11,1 948 

Letter  to  Milton  Stauffer,  July  1 2,  1 948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  21,1 948 

Letter  to  Herbert  Llaas,  July  24,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  24,  1 948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  29,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  15,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  27,  1948 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  October  11,1 948 

Letter  to  Telephone  Co.,  October  12,  1948 

Letter  to  Effie,  October  25,  1948 

Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October  25,  1948 


Note:  with  note  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson 
Letter  to  Phillips  Keller.  October  25,  1948 
Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  October  25,  1948 
Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  October  26,  1948 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  October  28,  1948 
Note:  with  note  from  Herbert  Haas 
Letter  to  Phillips  Keller,  November  7,  1948 
Letter  to  Katherine  Cornell,  November  14,  1948 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  November  14,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  "Dear  Family”,  November  22,  1948 
Note:  most  likely  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson 
Letter  to  Amelia  Bond,  November  24,  1948 
Letter  to  M.  C.  Migel,  November  24,  1948 
Letter  to  William  Ziegler,  November  24,  1948 
Letter  to  Harvey  Gibson.  November  24,  1948 

Memorandum  to  the  Trustees  of  Helen  Keller,  November  24,  1948  (5  pages) 
Note:  this  memorandum  is  associated  with  the  letters  to  M.  C.  Migel, 
William  Ziegler,  and  Harvey  Gibson  from  November  24,  1 948 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  26,  1 948 
Article  “Enjoyment  of  Living  - Max  Eastman”,  1948 
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Letter  to  Amelia,  November  27,  1948 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  November  30,  1948 

Letter  to  Amelia.  December  2,  1948 

Letter  to  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  December  5,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  5,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  7,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  7,  1948 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  December  8,  1948 

Letter  to  Dr.  Berens,  December  8,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  December  9,  1948 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  December  1 0,  1 948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  December  1 1,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  David  J.  Sachs,  December  15,  1948 
Note:  with  attached  copy 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  17,  1948  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Florence  & ,lo  Davidson,  December  17,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  21,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  December  24,  1948 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith.  December  31,1 948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  .lanuary  6,  1949 

Letter  to  David  J.  Sachs,  January  7,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  14,  1949  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  24.  1949  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  note  from  1 lerbert 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  27,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  January  31,1 949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  8,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  1 homson.  I’ebruary  8,  1949  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Catherine  Pollard.  February  9,  1949 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  1 8,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  21,1 949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  6,  1 949 

Letter  to  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  March  6,  1 949  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  23,  1 949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  27,  1 949  (2  pages) 

Note;  with  New  York  Times  clipping  of  obituary  for  Mary  B.  Irwin 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  2,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  11,1 949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  12,  1949 

Letter  to  Effie,  May  28,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  28,  1949  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  .Tune  20,  1949 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  25,  1 949  (2  pages) 

July  10,  1949  Letter  to  Polly  Thomson 

July  30,  1949  Letter  to  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  12,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  15,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  (Labor  Day),  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  13,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  28,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  23,  1949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  31,1 949 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  3,  1949  (2  pages) 
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Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  22,  1950 

Letter  to  Lawrence,  January  23,  1950 

Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  February  17,  1950 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  March  21,  1950 

Note:  with  letter  from  Herbert 

Letter  to  Christine  Pollard,  April  6,  1950 

Letter  to  Hugh  Bullock,  April  6,  1950 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  April  6,  1950 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  6,  1950 

Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  April  10,  1950 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  22,  1 950  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  April  23,  1950 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  May  9,  1950 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  May  10,  1950  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  June  27,  1950  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Lucy  Goldwaite,  June  27,  1950  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Florence  Davidson,  July  4,  1 950 
Letter  to  Herbert  Haas,  July  5,  1950 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  13,  1950 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  20,  1 950  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Lucy  Goldthwaite,  July  20,  1950 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  25,  1950 
Letter  to  Florence  Davidson,  July  27,  1950 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  1 8,  1950 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  20,  1950 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  24,  1 950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  5,  1 950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  10,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  13,  1950 

Newspaper  clipping  of  obituary  for  Herbert  Haas 

Letter  to  Florence  & Jo  Davidson,  September  19,  1950  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  21,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  23,  1950  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  September  27,  1950 

Letter  to  Florence  & Jo  Davidson,  September  28,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  30,  1950 

Note:  with  attached  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  October  16,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  1 8,  1 950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  29,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  7,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  30,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  8,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  13,  1950 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  Deeember  17,  1950 

Letter  to  Mr.  C.M  McCrady,  January  5,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  15,  1951 

Memo  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  20,  1951  (2  pages) 

Note:  on  the  wishes  of  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Heineman.  January  24,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  24,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  24,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  26,  1951 

Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  January  27,  1951 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  March  4,  1951  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  2,  1951 

Letter  to  Della  Dunham,  April  3,  1951 

Letter  to  Marguerite  Bloch,  April  3,  1951 

Letter  to  Edward  F.  Morgan,  April  3,  1951 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  5,  1951 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  5,  1951 

Letter  to  Della  Dunham,  April  5,  1951 

Note:  with  note  from  Della 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  April  15,  1951 

Letter  to  Della  Dunham,  April  19,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  1,  1951 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  May  2,  1951 

Letter  to  Kit.  May  7,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  8,  1951 

Letter  to  Della  Dunham,  June  22,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  30,  1951 

Letter  to  Florence,  July  18,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  24,  1951 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith.  July  24.  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  fhomson.  August  5.  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  fhomson.  August  17,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  fhomson,  August  25,  1951 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  5,  1951 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  10,  1951 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  12,  1951 
Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  September  18,  1951 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  21,  1951 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  29,  1 95 1 
Note:  with  note  from  Nella  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  6,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  26,  1951 

Letter  to  Ruth  Mandalian,  November  14,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  14,  1951  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  19,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  25,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  .January  1 1,  1952 

Letter  to  Jolin  T.  Sargent  January  17,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  January  24,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  22,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  2,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  7,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  16,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  18,  1952  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  21,  1952 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  April  15,  1952 

Letter  to  Helga  Lende,  April  16,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  (2  pages),  April  17,  1952 

Letter  to  Kathleen  Walker,  April  18,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  25,  1952 

Letter  to  John  T.  Sargent,  April  25,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  5,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  7,  1952 

Letter  to  Florence  Davidson,  May  15,  1952 

Letter  to  Dick  Whittington,  May  15,  1952  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  2,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Pollard,  June  3,  1952 

Letter  to  Robert  G.  Cohn,  June  8,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  12,  1952 

Letter  to  P.A.  Leehaux,  June  12,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  13,  1952 

Letter  to  A.W.  Blaxall,  June  13,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  15,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Pollard,  June  15,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  9,  1 952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  July  13,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  1 3,  1 952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  19,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  23,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  27,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  2,  1952 
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Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  19,  1952 


Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  23,  1952(2  pages) 

Letter  to  Gail  Rodkinson,  August  23,  1952 

Note:  with  copy  of  letter  from  Gail  to  Nella  dated  August  15,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  24,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  3,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  6,  1952 

Letter  to  Gail  Rodkinson,  September  3,  1952 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  3,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  12,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  21,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  23,  1952 

Letter  to  Gail  Rodkinson,  September  24,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  24,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  September  26,  1952 

Letter  to  Gail  Rodkinson,  October  2,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  October  3,  1952 

Note:  with  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  October  17,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  22,  1952 

Letter  to  Lenore,  November  18,  1952 

Memorandum  to  Harold  Stauss,  January  21,1953  (8  pages) 

Note:  on  “The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  with  quotes 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  23,  1953 
Note:  with  copy  of  letter  for  review  (2  pages) 

Memo  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  January  28,  1953 
Note:  on  “adverse  comments  on  Helen  Keller” 

Letter  to  Harold  Strauss,  February  5,  1953 
Note:  on  “The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”.  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  13,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  5,  1953 

Note:  attached  note  about  Helen  Keller’s  reaction  to  being  told  summary  of  “The  Story  of  Esther  Costello  . 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  March  5,  1953 

Note:  on  the  “The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  being  serialized  in  London 
News  Chronicle  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  28,  1 953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ethel  Delston.  March  30,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  1,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  2,  1953 
Letter  to  Jeannette  Hill,  April  2,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  7,  1953 

Memorandum  on  “The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  to  Eric  Boulter  and  W.  McG.  Eager,  April  14.  195j  (j 
pages) 

Memo  "Comments  on  Helen  Keller  Script”,  April  18,  1953 

Letter  to  W.  McG.  Eagar,  April  18,  1953 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  April  18,  1953 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  21,  1953 

Letter  to  Joseph  Marks,  April  21,  1953 

Letter  to  Joseph  Marks,  April  25,  1953 

Note:  attached  agreements  about  the  rights  to  “Anne  Sullivan  Macy”,  Nella  s book  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter.  April  29,  1953 
Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  29,  1953 
Letter  to  W.  McG.  liager,  April  29,  193 


Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  May  4,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ruth  Askenas,  May  5,  1953 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson.  May  6,  1953 

Letter  to  Josie  Hickey,  May  8,  1953 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  17,  1953 

Letter  to  W.  McG.  Eagar,  May  17,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  May  17,  1953 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  May  18,  1953 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  May  20,  1953 

Letter  to  Ethel  Jo  Simkins,  May  22,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  May  22,  1953 

Letter  to  Bishop  Ralph  S.  Cushman,  May  25,  1953 

Letter  to  Vemer  Clapp,  May  27,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  27,  1953 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  May  27,  1953 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  28,  1953 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  28,  1953 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  31,  1953 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  June  16,  1 953 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  June  16,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  24,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  2,  1953 

Letter  to  Jennings  Wood,  July  4,  1953 

Letter  to  Ellen  Leavy,  July  4,  1953 

Letter  to  Mary  Blankenhom,  July  4,  1953 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  July  8,  1953 

Letter  to  Mary  Blankenhom,  July  17,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  17,  1953 

Letter  to  Ellen  Leavy,  July  18,  1953 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  July  1 8,  1953  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  J.B.  Martins-Ramos,  July  1 8,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  (Christine)  Pollard,  July  18,  1953 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  24,  1953 

Letter  to  Rudolph  Fahl,  July  24,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  24,  1 953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  31,  1953  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  July  31,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  (Christine)  Pollard,  August  1,  1953 

Note;  with  two  letters  from  J.B. Martins-Ramos 

Letter  to  Rudolph  Fahl,  August  3,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  6,  1953 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  August  10,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  10,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  11,1 953 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  11,1 953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  14,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  23,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Dr.  S.S.  Jacquelin,  August  23,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  26,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  28,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  29,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  4,  1953 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  September  9,  1953 
Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  September  21,  1953 
Letter  to  Nelson  Neff.  September  30,  1 953 

Note:  with  "Helen  Keller  and  World  Peace”  brochure  information  from  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Mary  Campbell,  October  2,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  6.  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  28,  1953(2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  October  30,  1953 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  November  9,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  20,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  1 1,  1953 
Letter  to  Elizabeth  Harttrampf,  December  1 1,  1953 
Letter  to  Gertrude  Richter,  December  11,1 953 
Letter  to  Ken  McConnick,  January  7,  1954 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  January  22,  1954 
Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  January  22,  1 954 
Letter  to  Katherine  Ross,  January  28,  1954 
Letter  to  Ralph  Barton  Perry,  January  30,  1954 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  February  1 1,  1954 
Note:  with  list  of  Shelley  Poems  to  be  copied 
Letter  to  Margaret  Thomson,  February  12,  1954 
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Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  February  12,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ralph  Barton  Perry,  February  18,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  27,  1954 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  February  28,  1954 

Letter  to  Glen  Macomber,  March  2,  1 954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Ralph  Barton  Perry,  March  6,  1954 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  March  9,  1 954 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  March  9,  1954 

Letter  to  David  Camelon,  March  9,  1 954 

Letter  to  Reverend  Adolf  Goerwitz,  March  25,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  4,  1954 

Note:  with  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  April  18,  1954 

Letter  to  Charles  H.  Porter,  April  24,  1954 

Letter  to  Wyndham  Blanton,  April  24,  1954 

Letter  to  Mr.  J.E.  Bryan,  April  24,  1 954 

Letter  to  Reverend  Wayne  Dehoney,  April  24,  1954 

Letter  to  Mayor  James  W.  Morgan,  April  24,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  25,  1954 

Letter  to  Archer  P.  Bardes,  April  26,  1954 

Letter  to  Matt  A.  Horn,  April  26.  1954 

Letter  to  John  Perry  Carruth,  April  26,  1 954 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  29,  1954 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Wundham  Blanton,  May  1,  1954 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton,  May  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  I lamilton.  May  11,  1954 


Letter  to  Floria  Lasky,  May  11,1 954 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  1 1,  1954 

Statement  “Third  version  Helen  Keller  Statement  concerning  income  from  the  Documentary  Film” 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  11,1 954 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  May  1 1,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  June  4,  1954 

Letter  to  John  F.  Schwieters,  June  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Floria  Lasky,  June  5,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  6,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  8,  1954 

Letter  to  Ken  McConnick,  June  12,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  12,  1954 

Letter  to  Joint  F.  Schwieters,  June  12,  1954 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  June  14,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  June  14,  1954 

Letter  to  ,Tolni  F,  Schwieters,  June  19,  1954 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton,  June  19,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  June  23,  1954 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton.  July  5,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  8,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  1 1,  1954 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  July  14,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  14,  1954 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  July  18,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  21,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  24,  1954 

Note:  with  example  of  speech  to  be  given  by  Helen  Keller 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  July  29,  1954 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  August  1,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  August  3,  1954 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  August  3,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  3,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  6,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  13,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  15,  1954 

Letter  to  May  Lyon  Remington,  August  16,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  18,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Queries  Editor  New  York  Times,  August  18,  1954 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  19,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  25,  1954 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  2,  1954 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  4,  1 954 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  1 6,  1 954 
Letter  to  Gunnar  Horn,  September  1 6,  1 954 
Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  September  1 8,  1 954 
Letter  to  Mollie  Golomb,  September  21,  1954 
Letter  to  Jacob  Axelrad,  September  21,1 954 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  21,  1954 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  21,  1954 
Letter  to  Gunnar  Horn,  September  24,  1 954 
Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  26,  1954 


Letter  to  Polly  I'homson,  September  26,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  26.  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Dr.  Claude  Dixon,  September  26,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  September  29,  1954 

Letter  to  Albert  Klep,  September  30,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  30,  1954 

Letter  to  Bruce  A.  Woodard,  September  30,  1954 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  October  1,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  October  4,  1 954 

Letter  to  Bob,  October  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Ethel,  October  4,  1 954 

Letter  to  Elizabeth  Bain,  October  4,  1 954 

Letter  to  Helen  & Leonard,  October  4,  1 954 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  October  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Hazel  & Dick,  October  4,  1954 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  October  5,  1954 

Letter  to  S.  Doris  Fellows,  October  5,  1954 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  October  5,  1954 

Letter  to  Amelia,  October  5,  1954 

Letter  to  Dick  Wittington,  October  6,  1 954 

Letter  to  Mr.  Herford,  October  7,  1 954 

Letter  to  Phillips  Keller,  October  7,  1 954 

Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Francis  & Conrad.  October  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  October  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Shinzo,  October  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  October  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  13,  1954 

Letter  to  Judge  Jacob  M.  Braude,  October  17,  1954 

Letter  to  Cole  B.  Price  Jr.,  October  1 7,  1 954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  20,  1954 

Letter  to  Jim  Bishop,  October  20,  1954 

Letter  to  Dorothy  Nell  Whaley,  October  21,  1954 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Tobe  C.  Davis,  October  22,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  22,  1954 

Letter  to  Amelia,  October  26,  1 954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  26,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  27,  1954 

Letter  to  Gertrude  Haan,  October  29,  1 954 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  29,  1954 

Letter  to  Helga  Lende,  November  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Broks,  November  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  November  10,  1954 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  November  1 0,  1 954 

Letter  to  Bob,  November  11,1 954 

Letter  to  Dr.  & Mrs.  L.R.  Wheeler,  November  24,  1954 

Letter  to  Judge  J.M.  Braude,  December  6,  1954 

Letter  to  Polly  fhomson,  December  7,  1 954 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  December  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Mr.  & Mrs.  M.A.  Maynard,  December  8,  1954 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  December  16.  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller.  December  16,  1954 


Letter  to  Jeanne  Kewell,  December  17,  1954 
Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  December  29,  1 954 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  1954  (2  pages) 


?ebruary  31,  iy27 


Ce^-r  llTP.  Tyson  j 

Thnnk  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of 
Febraery  16. 

It  Is  good  of  you  to  offer  to  send  the 
olipplaca  and  the  birthday  boofe.  Hrs,  fnoy 
and  I’lsF  Keller  have  an  onomous  m-mtity 
of  allppln»-:8  oonoerning  the  leoturos  Hud  so 
I thinit  we  shall  not  n«-,d  tner..  As  for  t 
birthday  booX  — 1 thinx  probably  it  nlll  not 
be  neoeesary  lo  send  It  either.  If  ti.ero  are 
extra ordinary  letters  it  night  bo  viser  to 
have  trter  coplGd  thnn  to  risX  the  volano  in 
tne  Bails,  ’’e  should  li>e  your  letters  If 
yon  vlil  send  tnom  to  ur.  Tlnve  van  rtv^'  from 
or  about  Krs.  K-oy? 

ThanX  you  for  the  two  nanos.  I shr.ll 
write  at  on:e. 


Siooeroly  yonr? , 


Krs.  L.  tTarroa  Tyson 
74?  Peld^er  Avi-nne, 
1'ontgor.ery , Alabaran, 


Feoruttr-j 


D®ur  uirs: 

I uc  vcr^'  tonjcioutt  to  find  out  ail 
I c«n  ..toout  .‘nni8  i>uUiv„n  »h»  tn 

inaa»tfc  of  tht,  institution  bt  ?e!riaoury  to« 
fcSlIicr  with  her  orothor,  Jiituy,  sot  owhore 
sround  lb76.  I uit  not  suro  of  the  uAhot 
dots.  Is  there  u record  of  her  i^arentuto  or 
of  thoir  conoition  at  the  tit>e?  Is  there 
any  story  of  the  rewssbury  institution  other 
tfi.-a  tt>.t  found  in  the  unnual  report#  which 
are  avbiiaoie  #t  the  /*u«r  York  f'ublie  LiomryT 
^ho  18  now  in  of  it!  Are  visivors 

uiiow«d!  On  wtfct  duya  «nd  nt  ehul  hours?  Pur- 
iiMps  these  «rc  Ka.tero  to  be  t«K-n  up  with 
the  su^t  ritttenaont.  If  so,  will  you  pietise 
give  E.e  bis  not.e7  I sfiail  be  exirw  ely  grateful 
to  you  for  any  inf ono.-tion  thot  you  cun  give. 

V»ry  sincerely  yours, 


''litilrean  of  the  Laes.  State  flot.ro  of  Chuiities 

dwbkoourVasaachusetts 


Xio  iuo  boil  01  MuoxAtitf  %t*r  am  X 
Ail  »(tMait  odv  a^vLiluC  »J.cm^  /ucOa-  tima  I 
Mi/  ^iuidaav«?  ta  noltutliaai  *ai  to  a/^nal 
•lodwo^oa  ,\4uXL  ,-iud/uio  i»d  d/Xv  lad/*^ 
tamaa  ad/  Xe  •'luo  toa  am  I .ftVtfl  tauoiA 
10  •^w/noiii^i  i«d  Xo  bioo^i  m •‘i«d/  «X  .mfab 
•i«d/  »I  T««t»  «dl  >m  aoiJtutoa  iZod/  \o  '' 
i*d/o  aoX/u/i/«Ai  ^luoaiwoT  »dJ  to  xto4a  , 
doid«  tliotjai  Xmioau  *di  Ai  bouot  /ad/  *-.1/ 
TimdJui  aJLIouH  xioT  ad/  /«  ai«miim¥a  atm 
aio^ieiv  *iA  !/i  Xo  o^iada  oX  «oa  ax  oHV 
>i»H  Toiiiod  /«d»  /•  bam  a\ab  iadw  aO  fbovoiXa 
litta  A a./  ao  o/  cto/.aai  aia  aa»it/ 

9aaaX<|  ua%  Ilia  |0a  XI  •/Aaliaa/Aiia^ua  od/ 
XuXa/an^  ^XaJMi/Aa  aa  XXada  I taAtta  aXu  aa  #fl& 
.mtX^  am»  mo'x  /ad?  ttoX/«anoXaX  xftm  icX  dot  o/ 

«ciaoi(  ^XaiaaAia  \ii»V 


aaX/XtadO  lo  i>i«v€  a/Atd  .atad  ad/  Xe  Ar-rrlad"* 

a//a8udaAaa»r^d«/**^ 


/i  »ij  ^ J 4jO  I JX* » 1- -i  /X  . . /II  1 • -•  ^ 

Feoru-ry  ;il,19aV  ■.■■t 

j»i  lonoi-  • ' .u.»rl.  *1.  / , 

j'.iv  j 1 4 ;>  'X"  - V' 

J ntx  .*  :*'ic  i ^ii..  uo\, 

'j.^cn  ' 4'^*  »*iCi  (XCrt  0 3.  X 

X ;>t4kr  Sir;-  — 

li.  . 1 Ml.  wri  -iJBfc  in  nnswtir  ta’ your 

...  iotifcr  of  r*»ruiiry  IB  to  fciv*.  you  ny  rvuoono 
for  TArt^la^  tB  *iww«uBout  t>w  i^nnt#  *nd  ^ 

--  Jieat.i*  SuiltVx-n  who  etotortra  th«  stato 
•X  Infln.ory  at  V«;*iu»bury  in  lBt6.  l‘b*£  ih  t 
you  wlil  consioor  c;y  lottfer  ac  conf idt.ntxul* 

’ ..  ...  -JO i 

.1  JiB»itt^x.i«i  ohOi  t-ly  fcfttr  tboy 

T ijnteirwJ— I aoil’t  »BOW  Juot  how  toon,  but  i 
' should  llis,- to.  '.mils  Btfcyob,  1 four 

ye«>r».  At  any  rutn  wl-itn  oho  left  ebe  «u»t 
to  the  I'orltinfc  Institute  for  the  Blind  *t 
tho  tneta'hce  of  Wr.  *n»«K  feenborn.  1 ohould  lii* 
to  knot/  if  hie  m-i.e  epyteire  In  the  reoord. 

Shell  tjha  fialiMiwJ  tt-  the  Ferkine  tnetitute  xn 
IBB6  che  «tmt  to  Tuseuebin,  /iubKijn  t.fid  becure 
the  touot.ot*  of  ttK.  ffcKOUs  blxnd  fieion 

-eller,  which  position  oho  hue  held  ever  iinee. 

At  kra.  kney'a  (Ar.nA®  suiliv^xi  1« 
ijoy  kra.  k<Acy } iftC|Uest  1 uie  writ  inj^  her  b/.o* 
{xAiphy.  '.he  hiiS  told  eo  as  cuvdi  of  the  story  «s 
she  reisa  oera,  but,  of  cuuree,  ihcro  *.re  6..>ny 
dc  eiliy  i.ooui  ehich  »he  itnew  nothing,  it  wue 
fat  hur  requout  ths.t  i srota  to  you  in  the  firat 
pittco.  She  nouiu  ffciVo  aono  it  heraeif  but  l.-teiy 
she  hfaS  oeen  tt.Mxnjf,  r-liier  sorioua  trouble  with 
her  eye  a,  whicn  ti.ve  uever  beon  good,  and  the 
doctor  (Or.  Conn.d  dersne,  30  .uat  40  St.,  Ntw 
Yorii,  City)  hua  aBked  her  not  to  use  tho»  any 
uoi'S  th..n  lu  faoaoiutsiy  necessary. 

Her  fothvr,  Thofci.s  uiiivan,  c-t  • onv« 
to  visit  the  ohiiarett  while  they  were  there. 


They  wer*  not  iivlnt  hiB,  but  with  a 

uouuin,  «Juhn  wu,Lilv^a  at  the  ti<i.«  thty  t.nti.r«d. 
(nnia,  «vuu  tnun,  waa  crouoli  *lth  ta>r 

i>yaa.  Jiaikla  hue  h.p  uiouieb.  i ain't  Know 
• i»«thbr  you  ncea  any  tar*  iaforKi.tion  thun 
I tiuvtt  ^ivbn  you  oi  not,  but  U 00,  I hop* 

>iOu  will  lot  ui«  Know  and  ^ ohull  o«  to 

uupply  it  Li  1 Cun.  Ur».  tuoy  is  wtry  anxious  to 
find  out  evsrythii^  tbut  aha  own,  .ujd  will 
appi  sciut*  all  of  tt)«. help  you  can  fcivfc  ue. 

If  you  A«el  tliat  you  would  llK«  to  wrllo  to  har 
you  can  aadrbso  your  ioitsr  to,  b«r  hpn«,  13 
fiei;  inole  Avenue,  JTornat  Hiils.  I«a«  -aland. 

- i . 

TttunJt  you  vuiy  audi  for  Or.  Sic  ho  la' 
miicA  and  aadruss.  Ira.^hacy  and  1 are  piar.nint^ 
to  viuit  th»  Xnntitubioo  saaetir.e.  in  tha  spring 
up  noon  as  tha  roads  ate  opan.  Ihe  in  anxious, 
na  1 acL,  to  n-.o  niw  hict.r*phy  cMt.pj.fctB  and 
autaorituilvo,  pouhlwday  (’u^e  and  '-'.OEp. .ny 
cunuiuero  it  «n  important  undertaKin^— so 
. vaiuaolu  a .life  uo  hvro  ehould  ou  an  record  for 
, Bvaryo.ne  to  raud.  Until  it  ie  r»judy,  which  ray 
U9  ucvaiul  years  froc.  titw,  ifrs.  Uucy  wianea  to 
liuVc,  the  uutails  of  it  aept  sacret.  I'hs  hud  never 
ta-Ka.:  aoout  Chic  ptueac  Of  her  Ufa.  Iasos  than 
hail'  a doxen  parcjns  alive  in  the  world  to-day  enow 
it . 

If  thara  is  any  expanse  connected  with 
,,ettini,  tain  im.^r-ation  for  ue,  please  let  us 
Know  utxi  «a  ahi..!!  oa  ^lad  to  raie.ourea  you. 


. roo  Vur^  Kinouruly  youra, 

ov  A 


•X 


ho£ 


/ 


93  ronlnoln  Aveme 
?ore?t  JUllK,  n.y, 
Jinron  ai,  VJZ7 


Voar  Hr.  vn^ni 

Ul89  Roller  doeea't  rorienber  Just 
oXHOtly  rfwni  It  *iui  tfiit  !f!ja  PpoSo  l>ofnre 
trio  rassaotappttp  lo^rle  I-' turn , wtoopt 
It  wr^s  vher.  sho  rnn  still  in  oollepe,  fujii 
Bh^?  cradnntod  in  1906. 

Its.  ^37  end  lUss  Keller  nro  dolifrnted 
ovor  tho  prosueot  of  mvlnff  a visit  from  you 
in  April, 


Hln.-f-rely  ;/ours. 


.'Cdwnrd  S.  Allen,  >;8p,, 

PorXlns  institution  nncl  irfisBao.wsotts  School 
for  tho  Siinf, 

Tenter  town,  Tlnns, 


April  10,  laa? 


7>enr  Urn.  lUohnrdss 

'Jfwu)':  ytm  vary  much  for  your 
lott«r  of  April  4tn.  roanori  It  not 

ftoXuowl(K)l/to<^  b'Sfor'^  tH'-t  it  or.no 
I WHO  01.  vacation. 

I ron<iar  if  2'ou  Vnoiw  of  siy 
!>t»  K<To  cnov  tiw  vnole  Ptoip'  of  tno 

JSanbom  difficnlty'^  HIsp  JHillima  imp  nn 
tnorwifr;>l5' vinOio^  ted  imr  ofmrpoter,  he» 
re.athooe  Jind  imr  nrluaipler  ii»  the  ye-  rF  Hat 
hnv«  flawed  elncri  I;r.  5 »<nAom  »iw'  Itr. 

Annfp.08  oortaii  to  fcei  dletrost  in  nt>r  thit 
it  soet'.F  imnortnnt  ijo\-  to  jjet  tim  » iiolo  Ptory 
I'roQ  t.'«*ir  point  of  view  eo  <-p41  fror  hare. 

I an  perfectly  a»-nre  frxi  F-h  t i have  rond  about 
tiwn  nw;  Imvc  Tiee  ruliiv?o  horn.olf  ray 

that  they  rero  »nsn  of  hijjn  chair\otor,  rnd  I an 
▼ory  anxiouB  to  be  fair  to  ti»er<  in  tho  boolc 
i an  wrltlTiff.  I shall  be  ropt  (p*!»tof:il  for 

any  help  »hlo.h  you  Oon  ptIto  no. 

ni.Toerrly  yourp. 


)'re.  I.«ara  Rloharda, 
Onrdlnor,  I'nlne 


April  19,  1^7 


Ur.  -llstst 

1 an  oolleotlng  nnterlftl  for  n life  of 
Jirn.  Itfioy  onrt  «n  very  anxloua  to  pot  nil  of  the 
Informtlon  thr’t  I poBPlbly  ohu,  not  only  about 
her  p«r»omlly,  but  nldo  about  other  teacb’i^  of 
the  bllart  deef  end  vent  they  have  aooonpllehod. 
Has  anythluf*  boor,  eobllphod  In  reoeat  y6'*re  like 
*7he  Koaojrrnph”  whloh  Ur.  ^ede  wrote  eone  yaore 
npoT  Have  yon  any  lottore  or  dooonente  at  tho 
P<  rklae  Inetltutlon  oonoomlrie  Ibre.  Pr.oy’e  stay 
there?  In  e f<;w  wei'kp  I an  hoping  to  ooko  to 
ilnfTlnnd  and  ehould  ll5w>  very  rxioh  to  vlelt 
the  ?erXlnn  Institute  and  vatoh  the  nethode  whloh 
you  tviplojr,  and  there  are  naniy  thlnfp*  vh’oh  I 
ehonld  llXo  to  talk  ovor  with  you  parnOBaliy. 

I ermll  be  vor;'  gratoftsl  for  nay  twin  which 
you  oan  (jlve  ne« 


ainoeroly  youre. 


P.a.  Of  oouree  I hnvo  «een  the  rej^ulnr  reports  which 
tho  Perkins  Institute  Issue  . ’?he  kinds  of  doounents 
I nern  are  those  rhloh  exist  only  In  nanurorlpt  and 
ere  not  readily  noeesslble  to  the  freusral  pnbllo. 


iklvarh  Mien,  ){sq,, 

Perkins  Institute,  VatertovDi,  fase 


’fdfl/.AD 


Jtme 


O 


19.?7 


^ • 

1 Si. 

Mibb  Newtoni 

Tte  vOr  'j'Xi  very  moh  for  letter  of 

Mnjr  .'Jr^rd.’  it  ' nrrlyod  vhlln  I wtiB  awny  In 
Mow  I'-ngliflia  »lth  !*Ibj>  Tollor  «id  Ir«.  I'ncjr, 
aw'  tnat  1b  I ha^«  not  written  ;'ou  ’leforo. 

It  given  a ver;?  Tlrld  picture  of  hor  »hon 
sha  was  at  Porklna.  I wss  lntorer>toA  to  oeo 
tiint  you,  too,  had  the  Irspression  of  Intratltada 
rhloh  hao  nroTalXed  lr«  so  siony  plaoee.  She  tint 
never  hereolf  onld  nnj'thinc  thnt  would  indloute 
that  8hp  war  nnytnlniK  Ixit  fprntoful,  Iwt  adnlrorB 
of  here  have  Tlolnfd  no  fnntnetlo  thlnf^ 

for  hor  that  many  wroac  Iraprosalona  have  been 
olrouloted,  :!h«  had  nlrondy  snolcon  to  ne 
gmtefully  of  PerTtiiis  Institution  and  had 
raontlonod  you  espeolnliy  no  one  of  her  favorite 
tenchare.  "he  fnlsn  InuroBslonn  1 hope  to 
straighten  out  In  tho  book. 

Hill  you  bo  In  n<*w  Yor>:  any  tlra»  soon? 

I should  like  over  so  nuoh  to  have  a ohaaoe 
to  talk  to  you,  ''•nd  evau  If  you  are  not,  1 hope 
you  sill  keop  ne  In  nlnd  end  ,)ot  down  any  fsrthor 
raool  loot  lone  of  her  notrnttor  how  fr»ve9.n'.tRry 
thnt  may  oo«o  to  ;,'Our  nliid. 

ninoerely  yours. 


Hiss  Corn  Mowton, 

1 Heath  St.  :UttPnslou, 
.vostborouRh.  l'*nns» 


h^M/AAD 


April  20,  1927 


Tosr  Mr.  Alleni 


?iinnk  yon  w<?ry  ruoh  for 
your  l8tt«r  of  .April  2?rd  I’lt!.  Ite  oordlsl 
Invitation  to  vlnlt  tft®  PerXiTis  InstitPtton. 
I np  ela<}  to  tterr  taat  tOore  Ip  probnOJy  po 
Euoh  taaterinl. 


7ory  sluoeroly  rTOurs, 


reward  K,  Allan,  3a  j*, 

Parltlne  Institution  a^  i?as»no?»tpotto  Sghool 
for  th«  31lnd, 

V/ntartowi,  Pas  a. 


TS8X  ,az  Xl-iqA 


iobXXA  .’ll!  kmQ 


lOl  rtOBd  xwr  oox  XBnrtC 
lalfrioe  asl  ctyjw  XJiqA  )o  n*J««X  'loo^ 
.noitfe^iSaiU  «nXX<i«^  Mt^  itnt^  q$  nolSmaiwal 

o<i  xJ^dMlotq  «i  •*iwi4  oi  twiXa  <«*  1 

.Xnlnaaee  fiorn 


(■’txniT.  \:X«*t*onl«  v*«T 


,*r«8  cfloiXA  >S  trxgirtS 
XooileB  bm  aelSuilStml 

,taiXS  Mli  not 

•oasa 


axi\KeK 


,h  ,V  .1.'.  Oc  •iS.rA'O  S';'-' 

1 irio''!;! 

tsi  ci  ^.-1. 

' ^ - n 

\ ; r i' 

■j/-;  "'CC,- 

Juno  9* 

1927, 

De  u Jlr*  ./*h;i!nb  rlalai 

I ftc  Tor^  sorry  fhst  V didn’t 
yon  •¥’i«a  i was  In  iaSton  »"a*®k  ar  t«5 
ago  'b^aiuso  I ^^s  noct  mataui  to  talk 
irtth  yju  d)Out  nsl.m  I*ll«r’s  td.ioher 
Urs.  Haoy  «h030  Ufa  1 aw  no#  srritlng. 
i iX  aatrowaly  anxious  to  x»mrunLaata 
j»lth  9Toryoaa  'kho  has  known  har  at  all 
»9ll  jnd  of  aourse  tho  teoord  sould  ba 
Inaowolats  irlthout  an  exnrasslon  fro®  one 
xho  his  kQovn  hor  JOd  Mias  Xeiiar  .s 
Intlwa-aiy  and  is  long  la  you  hiT«.  I 
sondar  If  It  is  too  auoh  to  lak  you  to 
Jot  down  auah  ineodotas  la  you  may 
rowambof  Jhloh  you  think  might  ba  usorii 
or  lUuwlnitlng. 

•'9  oroTO  post  your  old  homo  at  led 
yar*  on  our  way  Into  do  ton  md  both  of 
thaw  apoxo  most  anthuslastloiily  of  the 
haoay  days  they  hid  soent  thora, 

i shill  be  Tory  gr itaful  for  ray  halp 
that  you  aan  give  inJ  I are  sure  thit  Mrs, 
Hioy  sill  too. 

Do  you  know  »ho  might  ooto  tho  oanars 
of  tha  i.isrenoa  wfatton**  I*  thare  anyone 


»bo  Bleht  ta^TJ  tba  pupat*  sf  f,  0, 
dsabaroT  I ist  vary  anxloa«  to  get  la 
toa^h  *lth  both  of  these  soaro^s. 


.V£ei  ,€  f4iot 


Jlnoerely  yojrs. 


latsli  emi  .iL  ueC 

Hr.  J^i&ds  *:•  ;}hutoitrUla. 

3o*toa  Ttaaborlpt,'^"  * 

30*  ton/  aiei‘.  ■‘'^  •*»  * 

- item  Si  » I c€-tf  cp« 

t'ltiii-i  0 ItlT  tCLii  L.\  r'Ji* 

’■-cn  *r  I sMX  tucrft  \i*;  .tit. 

* . ’ fri  rrsetrx  tsd  Ctfi:  eocvicTe  .'iJl’* 

c nli  etiiice  1c  l«<.  ixesr 

.i»c  Jl  ncJetf'V'j^e  lu-  nrcflolr  e^pioBCtci 
t.  is.aC'  stfK  fcflu  j«f  ir>  c at  t.j;  c a 
i mav.i'  ti  ’i  fioci  ti  tasi  r^Iinl 
oi  uc\  ?i.  CJ  ffrfcis  ccj  il  Jj  11  \ttnc*. 
V»  *-^V  ».  i‘.JcLcetu  let 

Xcletti  eg  ; Ilf:  wtx  tftlrfv.  le^evex 

.gBll.elai.-i.ii  1C 

tel,  it.  ORcri  Lie  ri'  v lira  tTti.  t. 

1c  rljf-tf  tci  ncJ  ct  cial  xivl  uc  kc  0ii.S 
erf;  If  vifrrlltj  iiiM'Jnc  t\im  cAcrt  rc.’i 
• cii.-.il  jHOf^  L.  v^ri  Vf'irf 

Pi«(  XOi-  id  idojj  ifl  X1»T  •<!  iuti  1 

.lit:  1. tfj  tits  SB  1 tCi  evlg  fli-i  vc\  lull 

.CCJ  li  Is  \r*H. 

sieotn  fr'l  tT.  Jif'.jr  (.-»  rto>  oC 

encvpi  eisifj  ,.J  .trclJC'  t>rnei»<  cf'J  1c 


( 

I 


Jane  9*  1927. 


D9HI  iTt  .4  Hem 

Tiuax  yon  vary  muah  for  yjue 
leU  .r  Of  June 

X fevi  ^tity  i^out  jsxlng  yoa 
to  8u<»  cne  stttten  nt  lonoarolag  the 
blind  but  thare  la  no  one  nho  asa  do 
It  ao  rail  jad  It  la  ftasDortant  both 
for  litlaa  Xalldr’s  boon  and  for  the 
one  About  ^ra.  Hatty,  i ahouid  ilxe  to 
bava  It  If  Qoaalbio  torard  the  latter 
part  O'  July  or  the  fir  at  of  Au^uat  bt>t 
Diaais  do  not  let  It  be  too  Buoh  of  u 
burden.  1 am  arUlng  to  JuJUie  iennatt 
thla  morning. 


dlnoeroiy  yoara. 


-dr.  ^dvtrd  3*  tllen. 
Parklna  Inatltutlon* 
to  tor  torn.  Hoaa. 


JQHjfd 


t 


r Li  oJ? 


L- 


Jtino  22,  1927 


Tear  lilan  Poulssom 

'rnnak  you  Tory  niuoh  for  yoar  lot  tar 
of  June  20th, 

I fufl  sorry  that  you  do  not  feel  able 
to  wlte  out  your  im  jreeoiona  of  iZrs. 
liaoy , but  If  I should  oonie  to  boston  in 
the  ?hll  I hope  that  you  Till  let  no  o«ll 
on  you. 


Very  sir.oorely  yours. 


Illss  iiinllle  Poulsson, 
67  boaoon  Street, 
•6o«ton,  ibise. 


ran/i^iD 


Eux:CATIONAVl?KVIir«' 


rtToums  Do  UBLEDAV,  PAOE  & CO . Cm'KTKvLn'i: 

Wfst 


Fwonti  rtB 
Storiks 


Oardcn  S:  Home  Buhojeh  Radiobroadcast 

Le  Petit  Joubnal 


The  Country  Life  I’kess 


Gakden  (^ity.N.Y 


December  29,  1927 


Me  3 dames : 

I am  very  anxious  to  find  wba.t  trace 
I can  of  a little  girl  by  the  name  of  Annie 
Sullivan  who  was  brought  to  you  by  a priest 
called  Father  Barbara  in  February  1877.  Can 
you  tell  me  vdiat  became  of  the  little  girl 
and  of  Father  Barbara?  I shal  1 be  most 
grateful. 


Sincerely  yours. 


aaxJZ. 


Soeurs  de  la  C;'.arite, 
Lowell,  Mass. 


IfBH/EDW 


k 


f e.ayuyuo'^  Ovut  y(rt^  ^ 

^ (xM^  (^  ^ /xlyi/>tde.  -i/u£dcyi^. 

^ -ino^  dX-^'U'ledX  -^Ci^e  a Qui,^yn^  ^ 

(a  OfiAy^'  ^ ^&^iryvc‘^  <A.£dAyurx^  -z^-t^  j 

-UyOXO  / 9 ^ 

hltyy>^  3}  ■ x/ dyUdc^d 

^V3W  od  /9Jb 

^ iaJ-  do  ajt  -^/jcU  f Apu^-^  ^ 

'dd.  (3d^C(Acc  c3a  ^ 

V 


JaouArjr  lOf  1928 


Dear  ttlaa  Jroani 

Diaak  70U  T*Z7  m«h  tot  yaox  of 

JBBoarjr  £• 

X havo  blraaljr  talicad  with  nollaoa 
but  ha  la  tha  only  ena  of  tha  nan  jr«a*  noatlon. 

I an  aafulljr  Sl*<l  ^ ethar  nanaa« 

I a'nJl  oartalJiXy  lot  know  if  thars  la 
aq^Xhlne;  ala*  /on  eaa  do*  iiaantlaa*  lot  no 
thank  /on  i^in  for  what  you  hnwa  nlraorty  dotio* 

Stnearoljr  /oora. 


Miaa  Bomloo  T.  Brown* 
Doan*  Badsllffa  Collaso* 
Caaibride**  Mnaa. 


XBH/B» 


JanuAzy  18,  1928 


Ddar  Prof.  Moore t 

Ml39  Helen  Keller  is  writing  the  eacoM 
part  of  her  autobiography  beginning  whore  she 
left  off  when  sho  vwio  a sophomore  at  2o<icllffo 
and  coning  up  to  tho  present  time.  I axa  writing 
the  story  of  the  life  of  her  teacher,  Mrs.  Macy, 
and  V7e  are  both  sjctremely  anxious  to  get  all 
of  the  Infor  v.tlon  wo  can.  I wonder  if  you  .'lare 
any  rocollGCtion  of  the  two  of  then.  If  you  renenber 
any  anecdotes  coaceming  then,  or  anything  r^lch  you 
think  might  be  useftil  or  interesting? 

Sincerely  yoiirB, 


Prof.  Clifford  H.  !ioore, 
bean  of  tho  Faculty, 
Harvard  College, 
Cambrld,ge,  Maos, 


L3S/i2DW 


Jf.nuaiy  13,  1938 


^ar  Prof.  Klttre<l,^t 

Mios  Helon  Keller  Is  »rltliy;  the  second 
part  of  her  autobioin^phv  beJ,'lnain£r  'J^oro  she 
left  off  Jhen  she  '.vas  a sophomore  at  Uadollffe 
anl  oominc  up  to  the  present  time.  I am 
wrltlnfr  the  story  of  the  life  of  her  teaa'ior, 
Krs.  Jriacy,  and  rre  aro  both  axtrainoly  anxious  to 
get  all  of  the  informe.t  Ion  ;ve  can.  I jonder  If 
you  have  any  rocollcsction  of  the  two  of  them, 
if  you  remorabor  an^  anoc  lotes  concomln,  * th-  m, 
or  anything  ih  ich  you  think  nii^ht  be  useful  or 
interesting? 


Sincerely-  yours. 


Prof.  George  lyTian  Kittredge, 
Padcliffe  Gollckge, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 


'IflU/KDW 


.Tanu:  ly  18,  19.‘^8 


Dear  Dr.  Perryi 

Mias  Helen  Keller  is  writing  the  second 
part  of  her  autobiogrophy  beginninr  withe  she 
left  off  when  she  ms  a sophomore  at  Padcliffe 
and  coming  up  to  the  X're-  ent  time.  I ct  writing 
the  story  of  tho  lifeof  hor  ter.cher,  J!rs.  Jtcy 
end  we  are  both  extromoly  r,mlous  to  get  all 
of  the  infoiTar.tion  we  can.  I wonder  if  you  hare 
any  recollection  of  the  two  of  them,  if  you 
remember  an;''  anecdotes  concerning  t!>em,  or  any- 
thing v/hich  you  think  might  bo  useful  or  In- 
to re  a ting? 


Sincerely  yours. 


Dr,  Ralph  Barton  Perry, 
Profossor  of  Philosophy, 
Hnryard  Colle»7e, 
Cainbrld.ge,  JViss. 


rTBH/SDJ 


doubleday,  DORAN  AND  COMPANY 


PUBLISHERS 
GARDEN  CITY.  N Y. 


llay  16,  1928 


Dear  llr.  Holmes: 

I TOnder  if  you  could  have  lunch  vdth  Keith 
and  me  if  we  were  to  come  in  on  Saturday?  v/e 
could  arrive  about  one  o'clock  at  your  place. 
Perhaps  you  could  show  us  the  instrument  first 
and  then  we  could  have  lunch  and  a lon<j  talk. 
Keith  is  as  familiar  with  the  whole  situation 
as  I am  and  has  for  a long  time  been  very  anxious 
to  meet  you.  If  this  arrangement  is  all  right 
will  you  please  drop  me  a note  here  at  the  office 
or  telephone  my  secretary  ( I shall  probably  be  at 
home  or  at  Forest  Hills  most  of  the  time).  I 
want  very  much  to  talk  with  you. 


Sincerely  yovrs, 


llr.  Edward  L.  Holmes, 
Boucher  Mfg.  Co., 

150  Lafayette  Street, 
Hew  York  City 


I I I Fi FTH  Street 
Garden  City.  New  York 


Uj 

\ c(La-^  ^ cxa.— <fi_  uoA  ’ fJl 

W--0 

kjMt.  4^  (>»  V\  . L^. 


I 


October  8,  19^8 


Doaur  Tire,  n«mont 

Mrs,  )tooy  cua'l  I are  th taking  of 
oonixic  to  Row  Bi-ltaln  somoticM  within  U>o  next 
two  weeks.  X wonder  if  yoa  ore  to  be  at  ^u»ae 
and  if  we  can  8t(^  by  some  morning-  or  afternoon 
to  see  you?  1 hope  so. 

Sincerely  yours« 


Mrs,  M,  J*,  Hannon^  ^ maao 

SI  Glen  Street,  /<t 

lew  Britain,  Conn, 


53H/SIW 


October 


D«ir  hr.  kuruane, 

I am  u cloa*  frieiuX  at  Jirfs. 
*nnie  a *M»uy.  tta  to-cher  of  the 

fbrouo  Jetif  uati  uliah  «3(!;.b,  llelbn  Kollur. 
hrti.  hitay  is  u cousin  of  ^>un  i>uc.i.ivbn  of 
Jiirltti' fieifl , Wiii  Suliivan  .if  -uffieid,  tnd 
fcrs.  tiunnun  of  <)iew  Srix.in.  3i»6  Is  very 

btuious  to  fine  out  ^-11  Hho  ucin  Oojt  her 
c.otrior  u.rul  futhur  und  nupos  thut  you  viil 
00  u.ui«  La  tell  nor  wnoii  li  vus  thot  lu.r 
futber  nic.se.lf  in  ChvCiii{iQ  unci  scat-.e- 

thiay  at  ths  circur  otuneos  t:4.t  led  up  to 
it.  don't  os  efraid  of  hurtinj.  h<T 

fselin(;s.  uus  w.nts  to  i^aam  the  truth,  no 
. utter  Uo«  ..trriule  it  is.  ..i.t  oulo  bo 
wriiinj.  to  y:>u  i.urae^t  out  h«r  h^cb  «r«  to 
poor  thi.t  it  is  not  puoaioie.  Tii<.t  is  why 
nho  hbs  aused  cb  to  sTits.  . lie  will  be  Very 
,^riituful  for  bnj  tnl  ore  .< Lion  you  Can  j^ivu 
;ior.  1 hope  to  htu.r  fro;,  ^ou  soon. 

V*=ry  bincer  ly  yaura, 


Vr.  O.xl.  Vuriiune 
i:  15  sat  J.iTiiti  trect 
(ixShdule,  tuiifoinla 


R^v«siucr  I4,i02b 


Vr».  iUiimun, 

jou  for  aenoin^,  i.e 

xtttter  fro*  Ir.  iurruano.  I ua.  sorry  he  had 
no  irifonmition.  It  «i.s  not  Theresfa  who  toid 
uo  :.boui  hrs.  tu.cy'b  fbUter  hi^n^lnc.  hfsaelf. 
kfiut  wti  uie  coot  uoxioue  to  aouw  now  la  when 
It  happened — ho«r  aoon  after  ha  loft  leedin^ 
lliiia.  ■»  isnw  hr.  durry  anU  ^.ot  t,uitc 

a i.ji.  of  5nfoni!ntlon  fro*  hisi,  anu  uiso  free 
a ht'8.  Kolley.  I hope  that  you  will  a<ep  tt  e 
whole  (.utter  in  a>in<i  and  let  us  Know  any>.).lny, 
tlK.t  you  run  ucroas.  kra.  lu.cy  e8poci..ily 
wunta  to  Know  u oout  her  slater.  Did  her 
hueiKwid  (,ot  into  trouole  duriO(.  the  etriscT 
It  in  too  Oi.d  that  there  are  so  tuny  a«.d 
thinf.,e  connected  wtih  it  all,  out  they  are 
thero,  and  Ira.  )jucy  would  rathui’  Know  the 
truth  than  i nythim;,  tiae. 

Jiinccroly  youra. 


kra.  kur^  lu.i.iiv..n  •'unnun 
31  Gl^n  ..trest 
New  nrltuin,  Conn. 


I 


Mnroh  19,  1930 


D*ar  Sirs 


Thank  you  Tary  much  for  your  let'^ar 
of  Varoh  12.  VVa  aro  intaros  tod  in  the  point 
you  raise  about  Wiss  flra<^*s  Introduction  to 
Helen  Keller's  yiDSTHRVM.  I wonder  if  you 
could  toll  us  how  old  Mr.  Crane  was  when  ho 
booamo  deaf  and  blind?  ?To  are  always  glad  to 
have  all  possiblo  inforwation  when  discussing 
these  points  with  Hiss  Kollor  and  others  who 
aro  interested  in  her  and  her  books. 

With  appreoiatlon  of  your  intoros,t 
in  writing  us,  I am. 


Tours  Binoeroly, 


ft  cnvpATJY 


S.  C.  swift,  Bsi* 

Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
64  Baldwin  Street 
Toronto  2,  Ont. 


MoI:K 


Aprii  b,lD30 


Deur  Ui;>a  l^ak, 

1 with  you  thwt  ea.etaim; 

th.t  in  th. 

•uition.  I should  lika  +* 

noout  it  first  uod  »hu  ‘f«*'-chsr 

to  this  county.  I thiait  tV*’*  returns 

viijf  pooplt  iiio  HoitaSe  .**  rsfcson 

for  it  !»  n very  aif?sr.;tf 

fiouit  om>  but  dlffsruit  ! very  dif- 

pro8s,vs  spssoh  for  u 

leurnod  to  tnit  « t ; “ **■*  already 

»in  not  ur.uc  tiJ  ****  »o 

Tonchar  thinws  ohould^’donJ/’'^'^  ohutsver 

you  while  you  uj,  in  fh.!  “*« 

are  thi.t  .1  oh..ll  Os  ubji!  elfcacos 

KyBOlf  noAt  w^ek  “*• 

-y  onea.L:n1  - 

your  book  is  on  thr/r^el 
00  interested  in  ssaia^  it.  ^ 

' *'inoerely  yours, 


ill  fifth  OT. 

C*-rdsu  City 
April  b,193o 

7ol.  Owruen  City,  897-j 


Hovaaber  17,  1931. 


Mrs.  (Jeoffr«y  0,  ihltnuy, 

Winter  7«lley, 

Milton,  )^8s. 

Dear  Mrs.  Shitneyi 

I Sin  wrttlne  n life  of  Helen  Keller's 
teacher,  Jtrs.  Ji’.cy,  anti  an  most  nnxlons  (if 
possible)  to  see  the  letters  both  ahe-and 

Helen  srots  to  your  raother.  I have  alrea'ly  a 
fair  munber  of  the  letters  your  siother  wrote  to 
them.  I have  H*.ard  not  only  fro.e;  thera  but  from 
other  friends  of  theirs  beautiful  tributes  to 
your  mother's  devoted  interest  In  then.  It 
would  be  the  ^^eatest  help  If  I could  see  both 
sides  of  the  correspondence.  X should  take 
good  care  of  the  letter#  and  return  them  to  you 
in  a few  weeks.  Mrs.  'Ss9y  knows  that  I am 
writing  to  you. 


Very  truly  yours, 


ITBH/MB 


IfOTarabar  17th,  1931. 


M.  A.  OsWolfa  Howe,  , 

26  Brimmer  Street, 

Bocton,  ^ss. 

Dear  ‘4*.  Howe: 

I am  writing  to  you  because  I need  help  and 
my  friend,  John  Bakeless,  says  you  are  the  person  who  can  glTe 
it  to  me.  1 am  writing  a life  of  Anne  Solliwan  ^Aaey,  the 
teacher  of  Helen  Keller,  and  am  very  anxious  to  find  out  what 
Mr.  T.  3.  S-jabom's  contec^wraries  thon^it  of  Mm.  i vnr>» 
what  he  thou^t  of  himself  (1  haws  read  his  books)  bat  as  for 
the  rest,  I can  find  only  the  sort  of  sentiments  that  ml^t 
appear  on  a tombstone.  I have  read  a number  of  meraolrs,  etc. 
of  the  period,  but  perhaps  I've  read  the  wrong  ones.  Mrs. 
Maey's  experience  with  Mr.  Sanborn  was  not  pleasant  (thou^  he 
was  partially  responsible  for  getting  her  into  a school  for  the 
blind)  and  I wish  to  be  most  careful  and  most  accurate  in  what 
I say. 


One  other  person  - Mr.  John  Spaulding  of 
Boston,  the  Sugar  King.  Has  anything  been  printed  about  him? 
He  was  a lavish  and  generous  friend  both  to  Helen  and  her 
teacher  and  I should  like  to  get  a good  picture  of  him  in  ngr 
mind. 


• tbe  Dictionary  of  Biography  had  got  as 

far  as  S I snould  probably  not  be  troubling  you  now,  but  I 
hope  to  finish  up  ray  book  some  time  this  coming  spi*lng  and  I 
am  afraid  the  D.  A.  B.  will  not  be  ready  hy  that  time. 

If  you  think  this  letter  presumntuous  and 
too  much  trouble,  please  don't  bother  with  it,  but  If  yon  can 
throw  any  light  on  my  little  problems,  I shall  be  most  grateful. 


Very  truly  yours. 


MBH/MB 


I 

November  IVth,  1931. 


Henry  Van  TJyke,  , 

Avalon , 

Princeton,  N.  J, 

Dear  Dr.  Van  ufirbis! 

I am  writing  a life  of  Helen  Keller's 
teacher,  Anne  falllvan  ?+icy,  and  am  very  anxious 
to  get  In  toi\crf  with  someone  idio  has  or  knows 
about  the  eorresnondenee  of  the  late  ''rs. 
Lawrence  Hutton  16x0  was  for  many  years  one  of 
her  most  devoted  friends.  I wonder  if  you 
can  tell  me  id)o  has  the  letters.  It  would 
be  the 

suggestion  that  I am  writing  to  you. 


Very  truly  yours. 


»«h/mb 


^ W«. 


NOT ember  17th,  1931. 


Kre.  ?fer0!iret  (ade  T>«lAnd, 

RiTerbanK;  O^urt, 

Osinbrldge,  :<as3. 

!J«ar  Mrs.  Delandj 

I am  writing  a Ufa  of  nalen 
Kell«>r»s  ti>nohor,  Anna  Salliran  Macy,  and 
an  anxloms  to  got  in  toocih  with  someone  ^o 
has  or  knows  about  here  and  Helen*® 
correwoondenoo  with  Mr.  Villlnu  -tede.  1 
wonder  If  you.  oan  help  tae.  1 don't  think 
either  she  or  Helen  OTor  had  a better  friend 
and  1 an  sure  that  tlia  letter®,  If  they  have 
been  preserved,  are  a nine  of  lnforT»tlon. 

It  Is  at  "rs.  Many's  sugestion 
that  I am  writing  to  you. 


7c.ry  truly  yours. 


nbr/mb 


Hovetnber  IV,  1931. 


Mr.  Gharle*  Arcnabarg, 

Plttabur^,  Pa. 

Dear  Mr.  ^enaberg* 

I a«n  writiag  a life  of  ^elen  Keller’s 
teacJiar,  Mrs.  Jiacy,  and  It  la  at  her  sugf^eation 
that  I an  addreating  nyaelf  to  you. 

Would  It  bo  too  ciacli  tronb|^  to  you 
ao-ne  tl.ne  to  jot  down  your  iapreaslon*  of  her 
when  you  knew  her  at  Orvabrldgo  or,  better  atlll. 

If  you  are  going  to  be  In  Kew  York,  you  could  find 
tlnu?  to  aea  aie  for  a little  «3iila?  Z have 
talked  with  the  Shll  3.Jlths  and  with  Dr.  tTellaon 
and  I have  written  to  TTalen'a  various  professors 
and  idist  each  one  says  is  very  helpful  to  one 
who  Is  trying  to  reoonstr.ict  the  f'jeliug  of  the 
period. 

I hope  you  will  not  think  ree 
proBumptlUJus  In  api>aallng  to  you  or  unreeeonable 
In  what  1 ask. 


Very  truly  yours. 


NBH/MB 


noraober  19,  1931 


H«nry  van  Hrko,  ^q. , 

Avalon, 

Princeton,  H.  J. 

Dear  TSr.  van  Dykes 

Thank  yon  very  nu<*  for 
your  letter.  I am  writing  to  'T. 
Arraour  thl*  'norning. 


Vesry  sincerely  years, 


’TBR/MB 


?tcnr«rnb?r  19th,  1931. 


Wp.  U.  A.  Ds'^olfa  Tfow», 
26  Bplmraer  Strast, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Donr  ?ir.  Howes 


Oh  dear,  I didn't  mean  to 
imply  thnt  yott  ware  a conta^jporary  of 
Sanborn's.  John  Bahelass  said  you  knew 
all  about  all  Mew  '^i^jlanders,  rtiethar 
they  were  allwe  or  dead. 

I hcTen't  yet  talked  with 
John  Maoy  but  I Intend  to.  The  situation 
is  rather  delioate,  for  he  has  for  a 
raanber  of  years  been  estranged  from  Helen 
and  her  teacher. 


Thank  you  vary  much  for  your 
letter.  It  oonfijws  the  impression  I 
already  had.  Thanks  also  for  your  good 
wishes. 


Tory  sincerely  yours, 


MBH/MB 


HoTemb«r  23d,  1931. 


Mrfc  I'-argaret  Deland, 
iRlvorbanlc  Court, 

Ca;ibrldge,  ‘toee. 

Door  Mrs.  B^landi 

Tljr,nk  you  Tcry  ’nach  for  your 
letter  of  ovembar  18th.  I *tfa  writing 
tovlay  to  Mrs.  'laoroio. 


Tou  are  rl^t  that  the  nds- 
underatandlng  grow  out  of  soi.ie  difficulty 
at  tli6  Ciltaan  School  In  Cambridge.  It  was 
a mtsuaderst#mdlng  all  the  wny  ruround  and  I 
believe  was  finally  eocplalned  to  the 
satisfaction  of  everyone  concerned.  1 
know  that  at  the  time  of  I’r.  -fade's  death 
the  relationship  was  very  cordial. 

And  may  I say  how  snieh  I an 
enjoying  your  story  CAP'’’AIK  ARCTT^'S 
DAm-’T’OT. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Km/m 


Tfovomber  34,  1931 


Ur 9.  Oeorge  ffecrura, 

927  Hdlton  Hoad, 

Oakraont,  Pa. 

Daar  Mr*.  Macrtan: 

I aua  writing  a life  of  Helen 
Keller* e teacher,  Mre.  ?fecy,  and  am  very 
anxious  (If  posaihle)  to  'go  over  the 
correspondence  between  her  and  Mr,  Hllliam 
^^ade.  At  Mrs.  Macy's  su''gestlon  I wrote 
'fra.  Deland  and  she  referred  me  to  yon. 

I w1»ler  If  you  can  help  me  out.  I should 
t\ke  the  greatest  care  of  the  letters  and 
return  them  after  a few  days. 


Very  truly  yours, 


HBH/MB 


Decerab«r  1st,  1931. 


Mr«t  Oeoffray  3.  lhltn«y, 

TTlghland  Street, 

Ullton,  UBieeaehaeetta. 

Dear  Sfrs.  ^(hltneyi 

Thank  yoTi  very  nrci^  for  your 
letter  of  Horeraber  27th.  'Bho  flret  of 
?ebmnry  will  not  be  at  all  too  late  for 
your  mother’e  correepondence. 

1 hope  the  whole  natter  it  not 
going  to  put  you  to  too  mach  trouble. 


Decatab«r  31,  1931. 


Thp«.  T,  Orowpll  CJotnpanjr, 

393  fourth  ^renuA, 

N*«  Tork  City. 

ttAntleTiens 

X vi^Bder  If  you  can  tell  roe  the 
exact  mblioation  date  of  OPTIMISM,  by 
Kelen  Keller.  X think  It  *<ie  publlehed 
In  1903  bat  I am  not  «are  of  the  day  or 
the  month.  The  book  1*  now  called 

MT  rnr  oT  un. 


Very  truly  your*. 


^ella  B.  Henney 
OOCrBLBBAY  0CR«  A CO. , XTO. 


IlwolO  .T  .teiK 
tlinudi  ses 
*iol  «•■ 

lit  9m  IM  turn  mx  'ftad^  X 
\d  ,ieXUITV)  to  9tmb  mUmlUMiq  loaxt 
bodotltfx/f  •#•  li  liolxli  I .voIXoX  a9l9S 
10  9dJ  to  OHIO  toe  mm  I ioi  S09X  at 
boXXoo  voe  tl  stootf  odT  uCtecE  o<ft 

jTTj  to  mn 


,»iifot  ^fwit 


XoneoE  JX  eXXoR 
oin  , .00  A RtnDc  TAflrjsnxi 


ffir\Bn 


I 


doubleday,  DORAN  AND  COMPANY 


PUBLISHERS 

garden  city,  n.  y. 


January  7th,  1932. 


Mr.  Albert  Bigelow  Paine, 
West  Bedding,  Conn. 


Dear  ’.tr.  Paine; 


You  may  remember  that  about 


two  years  ago  I wrote  asking  you  if  we  might 
use  certain  letters  of  f.terk  Twain's  in 
connection  with  the  mblicity  on  Helen 
Keller's  book,  "?.adstreara. " 


thing  with  them,  but  I am  now  writing  a 
life  of  Helen's  teacher,  ?frs.  ’.iacy,  and  am 
wondering  if  you  will  allow  me  to  use  the 
letters  on  which  you  gave  permission  at 
that  time.  I can  send  them  back  to  you  if 
you  care  to  see  them  again  (I  have  kept  the 
copies  with  your  notations  on  them).  I 
am  sure  that  Mrs.  Macy  will  appreciate  your 
consent  as  much  as  I will. 


Dear  Miss  Henney. 

As  I remember  those  letters 
JTBH/liffl  j ggg  jjQ  reason  v/hy  you  should 
not  use  them,  in  the  way  above 
mentioned. 


We  were  never  able  to  do  any- 


Very  truly  yours. 


Believe  me, 


Sincerely 


January  I8th,  1932, 


J#r.  Albert  Bigelow  Pains, 

West  Bo^^ne,  Cana. 

Bear  Mj..  Balnet 

Thank  you  Tory  Tiach  for  your  letter 
of  January  7th  giving  tae  permleelon  to  uee 
the  !4»Tk  Twain  letters.  1 forgot  to  say 
that  the  book  ie  to  bo  published  by 
Ibubleday  tbran  A,  Coinuany,  and  1 hope  it 
will  be  ready  by  next  fall. 


tery  truly  yours, 


SBH/MB 


Ttebrmry  17,  1932, 


Dr.  ?r«ncl8  ’’^'^elynm  Millar, 

2 Meet  45th  Streat, 

Wew  York  City. 

Dear  Dr,  '•Hleri 

I an  writing  a life  of  Melan 
Kell?>r'a  teaeVr,  Mrs.  ’t=icy,  and  because  of 
your  aseoclntlon  with  h*r  et  the  tliw  of  the 
motion  pleturn  "DellTerfmce,”  I an  wondering 
If  you  Till  not  Jot  down  some  of  your  weraorleg 
and  inprosalona  of  her.  1 howe  either  talked 
or  correepond-d  with  dozens  of  her  friends 
(all  of  sdiom  hoys  been  most  generous)  but  the 
particular  inpressions  you  have  of  her  are, 

I am  cure,  unloue  and  valuable. 

Parhans  you  could  find  tl^ne  to 
see  me  In  the  city  some  day.  I should  be 
most  grateful. 


Mrs.  Maoy  knows  that  T am  writing 
to  yoiu  It  1s  ray  desire  (and  hare  also)  to 
present  In  the  book  not  merely  a tribute  but  a 
picture  of  the  woman  as  she  actually  Is. 


Tory  truly  yours. 


Uar<^  15 


1932 


Mrs.  .vnelln  L.  Bond 

A.merlcan  Founds. t ion  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

125  Feat  46th  Street 
ITeir  York,  Sew  York 

Denr  Mrs.  Bond: 

7h''nks  ever  so  mch  for  the  Helen  Keller  itinerary 
and  for  the  aaterial  on  "lie.  I»ivnud.  I will  return 
it  to  you  after  I b^ve  had  titie  to  look  at  it. 

I feel  (T©<itly  indebted  to  you  when  I think  about 
Saturday,  first  for  the  delicious  luncheon  -:nd  second 
for  the  courtesies  extended  by  the  Foundation.  I got 
a lot  of  very  helpful  xeterlal. 

I heard  some  very  nice  things  about  you  over  the  wire 
this  morning  when  I was  talking  to  Forest  Sills. 

I hope  we  can  get  together  again  before  long. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


KBH:EW 


July  6.  w® 


/ 


Ills*  ikina  Porter, 

The  fflllcroet, 

Madison  at  16th  Street, 

Toledo,  Ohio. 

TJear  *^sa  Portert 

Tour  present  ootlrltles  sound 
▼ery  interesting.  Than'ic  you  very  -^ch 
for  the  clipping.  I forwarded  the 
latter  to  Wy*  ^ells  as  you  remiested. 
There  was  a nice  plcttire  of  Hiss  Helen 
in  Sunday’s  Tribune  • perhaps  you  stiw  it. 

With  best  wishes,  I are 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


August  30,1932 


Dearest  teacher. 


Here  are  the  clippings.  I think  the  one  you  will  be  most  interested 
in  is  the  one  from  the  #orld  Telegram  dated  Aug.  29.  This  liitle  summary  was 
written  by  Harry  Hansen  who,  I believe,  was  present  at  that  dinner  which  Mrs.  Double 
day  gave  Miss  Helen  when  Midstream  came  out.  There  was  also  a tribute  in  the 
Herald-Tribune  but  I haven’t  seen  it.  I shall  try  to  get  a copy.  The  funeral  was 
held  in  Montclair,  and  I think  it  was  from  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Rockwell, 
who  lives  there.  i>t  any  rate  Mr,  Rockwell  who  is  with  Scribner's  is  the  executor 
of  the  estate.  There  was  a will  but  I don't  aJIow  its  contents.  He  had  not  finished 
the  book  upon  which  he  was  working  for  us,  but  we  think  it  is  nei>r  enou^  completion 
to  be  publishable  end  hope  so.  *e  hive  a good  deal  of  money  Invested  in  it. 

We  seem  to  have  great  difficulty  in  making  connections  when  the 
Atlantic  is  between  us.  I have  located  the  order  for  the  books  which  was  sent 
downstairs  on  June  9.  Meantime  I am  having  it  refilled  and  hope  they  get  to  you 
before  you  move  on  to  some  other  port.  I have  written  several  times  and  at  least 
one  of  the  letters  was  returned.  I don't  know  whether  you  ever  got  the  others. 

(now,  for  heaven's  sake,  don’t  take  time  out  to  tell  me  now,  tell  me  when  you 
get  back  to  Forest  Hills. ) 

Tell  Polly  that  our  former  file  clerk.  Miss  Stoffal,  who  was  in  the 
hospital  at  Jamaica  at  the  same  time  she  was  died  day  before  yesterday.  She  had 
worked  all  of  her  life  to  have  money  enough  to  spend  a restful  old  age  and  intended 
to  do  a lot  of  travelling.  She  had  twelve  months  after  she  left  here  ana  for  nine 
of  them  she  was  in  intense  pain.  It  n»ade  me  want  to  dash  out  and  spenl  all  I had  in 
riotous  living  but  when  I looked  at  my  bank  book  I found  that  I had  already  done 
it. 


Here  is  Miss  Helen’s  royalty  report  and  check.  I wish  it  were 
bigger  but  if  you  knew  what  conditions  were  over  here  you  would  think  even  this 
pretty  good.  The  favorite  story  is  one— maybe  you've  heard  it — about  the  optimist 
and  the  pessimist.  The  optimist  says,  "VVe'll  all  bo  begging  this  winter,”  The 
pessimist  says,  ”From  whom?"  B/erybody  feels  that  Sept,  is  the  crucial  month*. 

My  father  came  up  in  August  for  his  first  visit  to  N.Y, , and  *nn 
was  on  her  way  home  from  ^antucr:et  with  twenty  extra  pounds.  She  looked  and  felt 
very  well  and  asked  about  all  of  you  and  sent  her  love. 

Mine  goes  with  this,  and  so  does  Keith's, 


( (M  6 H"  ^ 


jV-cOt.  . 


\ ‘I  ^ 


iiemorandum  to  Kusaoll  woubloaay 
From  ^rs*  tioonoy 

Hero  is  tho  manusori^.t  of  tbo  aoolc  cj>out  ijrs.  iiacy.  i i^ve  reao  it  aloud  to  har 
tuica  from  Oagirmiog  to  and,  £ho  entirely  ai-iroves.  So  aoos  nalen  liellor  ito  whom  it 
has  been  si^elled)  and  so  does  roily  Thomson,  seoratary  to  both  vnmen  sinsa  1914.  This, 
of  course,  does  not  moan  muoh,  so  far  as  ti^e  quality  of  tho  oooic  is  concerned,  since 
they,  lito  inyself,  aro  too  close  to  it  to  juage,  but  it  does  moan  tiiat  it  is  authentic. 
Miss  oomstooiK  has  read  it.  lira,  dooth  ty^ea  it. 

liy  submitting  it  hero  ylaces  us  ooth  in  an  embarrassing  position  which  1 
should  have  yreferrad  to  avoid,  though  there  are  many  raasona  why  i should  liae  to 
sea  it  on  houbleda^',  l;ora2i's  list.  ..early  all  i'.Qlaa’s  booica  are  yublished  here,  and 
it  seams  logical  to  itaei.  tho  whole  iroyerty  together . llrs.  llacy  would  bo  vary  hayy^y 
to  see  it  yublisi^d  here,  and  so,  uecause  of  my  ^.ereunol  con  action,  should  1. 

Un  the  otliar  iiand,  since  we  have  agreed  to  be  fran^  ana  ijard-boilad,  there  are 
other  reasons  why  1 should  Hiss  to  see  it  y.ublished  elsewhere.  First,  my  yereonal 
oonnootion,  which  carries  with  it  grave  disadvantages.  Eeoona,  the  firm's  consyicious 
lacn  of  success  in  recent  years  in  two  directions  la)  in  handling  non-fiction  books 
through  the  traae,  and  (b)  in  developing  unknown  autliors. 

1 find,  no4  tijat  I have  finished  the  Dooic,  that  1 think  and  talk  exactly  like 

an  author.  1 never  exyected  to  sink  so  low.  but  1 expect  to  oe  treated  like  one,  and  1 

therefore  beg  of  you  tiiat  in  considering  it  you  blot  out  all  yersonal  feeling:  .ajid 
sense  of  responsibility  towards  Helen  or  Ilrs.  .’iacy  or  me.  Ana  if,  aside  from  wiat  you 
think  of  the  subject  or  the  -way  the  book  is  written,  you  co  not  think  it  a sound 
oommorcial  venture  ana  are  not  willing  to  get  behind  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  I beg 
you  again  not  to  take  it* 

1 ooiiava  in  tiie  book  ana  the  following  are  sune  of  tiie  reasons  why  1 think  it 
will  sell: 

la  It  is  a oig  story,  xerha^.a  x have  fumbleo  in  telling  it,  but,  to  begin  with, 
it  is  a big  story,  worth  telling. 

Z,  it  is,  in  large  j,xxrt,  new,  and  a lot  of  it  is  sensational,  though  1 iiave 
triad  not  to  treat  it  sensationally  but  truthfully.  The  storj’  of  iielen  and  imr  teacher 

is  unique  in  human  history,  fable,  or  legend.  1 think  it  is  safe  for  me  to  say  this 

since  others  more  30mj.,etont  to  judge  than  I have  said  it— hr.  Edward  Everett  hale,  for 
example.  This  is  tho  x'irst  time  it  iias  ever  oean  told  from  tia  teacher’s  angle.  And 
avon  Helen  Aellar,  until  this  book  v«s  started,  aid  not  knov;  her  teacher's  story. 

3,  it  is  moving.  That  is,  it  is  moving  if  I have  done  it  as  it  should  bo  done. 

If  it  is  not,  1 have  failed  oomplotaly  in  what  1 sot  out  to  ao  ano  the  book  should  not 
bo  published  here  or  anywhere  else.  1 realise  that  it  is  somoor,  but  no  more  so  than 
Miss  Hunt's  story  of  hosatti's  wife  and  not  nearly  so  much  so  as  ilr.  Sanuburg's  story 
of  ilrs.  Ij^nooln.  Lika  the  book  about  the  fiosettis,  it  is  a tale  of  something  fine  and 
imyorishable  wrought  out  of  misery  and  horror;  unlike  that,  this  is  a tale  of  courage 
and  not  of  weakness,  of  triianyh  and  not  of  failure.  It  ought  to  have  a strong  in- 
sp.irational  aypoal  which  shuula  bo  of  esyecial  value  now,  since,  oven  to-day  there  are 
not  many  who  find  ti.emsolvus  in  as  hopeless  a situation  ao  tho  one  Annie  Sullivan 
faced  for  the  first  fourteen  years  of  her  life. 


4.  in  ijoaotion  it  will  have  the  aavantai^e  of  aelen'e  great  name,  though  it  is  not  another 
boolc  about  ijer , anu,  above  all,  shoulu  not  bo  ^ecented  as  such.  It  is,  as  the  subtitle 
indicates,  the  story  bohinc  aelen,  the  first  tica  that  tho  conix'lete  inside  story  has  aver 
been  told.  But  this  is  incidental  to  tla  main  theme.  Helen  will  help  in  every  way  that 

she  can,  and  she  can  do  things  for  tliis  booic  that  sla  coulo  not  do  for  her  own. 

5.  Those  who  iiave  been  interested  in  Helun’s  boo<.s  will,  1 thinlc,  be  interested  in  this, 
am.  there  are  liiany  prominent  people  both  in  this  c.juntry  und  in  Kngland  who  might  lend 

a hand,  in  the  United  States  these  include  Oarl  Sancburg,  Albert  riigelow  raina,  A. 

Bdward  l.awton.  Cl  jence  i^arrow,  ..ill  hogers,  -ona  Gale,  Oswald  Garrison  Villard,  wuage 
dan  Lindsay,  Valter  iittin,  i)r.  henry  van  iiylsa,  and  hr.  .illiam  Allan  Keilson.  1 icnow 
how  undapenduble  such  people  are  in  such  i.iatlers,  but  all  these  iiave  a special  connec- 
tion either  with  this  book  or  -viit  h Helen  am  Iwr  teacher.  Of  them  all,  ana  really  1 
think  of  all  people,  1 should  like  best  to  have  Carl  hanoburg’s  opinion.  The  fact  tliat 
the  book  contains  unpublished  letters  of  his  and  j-t.  A.  Hdward  Lawton's,  i>r.  Alexanaer 
Graham  dell's,  and,  especially,  of  Lark  Twain's,  ought  to  help.  In  England  1 think  h’.V, 
Luoas,  li.G.  Wells,  anu  Lady  Astor,  to  nantion  only  those  who  are  well  knovm  in  this 
country,will  be  interested, 

6.  Teachers  anu  supervisors  of  the  blind  anu  Uae  deaf  will  want  tia  book.  This  is  a small 
auoience  but  it  is  not  negligible.  U'uhb  organisations  as  the  Vunerican  foundation  for 

the  Blind  may  be  very  helpful,  especially  the  one  named  hare.  Helen  is  their  star 
employee,  both  women  are  intimately  bound  up.  with  the  institution,  and  it  lias  a large 
and  valuable  and  wealtl^  list  of  nmaes  of  contributors  to  rtaxxxt^  its  fund  for  the 
blind.  Its  director,  ilr.  Sobert  irwin,  was  of  the  greatest  servica  to  me  in  writing  the 
book.  1 have  read  alouu  to  him  (he  is  blind)  the  parts  of  it  which  deal  with  the  blind 
(this  is  very  technical  stuff)  and  1 am  giving  my  collection  of  blinciana  to  the 
foundation.  It  is  small  but  would  bo  haru  to  duplicate.  The  founuation  publishes  two 

magazines,  one  for  the  blind  anu  one  for  the  seeing. 

7.  1 think  there  is  a chance  for  an  edition  in  i^ngland,  in  spite  of  the  intense  .^rlslmess 

of  ti«  book.  There  is  tremendous  interest  in  Helen  over  there  now,  much  of  it  as  a 

result  of  her  visit  last  sumuer.  ilethuen  is  bringing  out  two  books  connected  with  her 
this  year:  "reace  at  iSventide"  which  she  wrote  herself,  and  a collection  of  the 
speeches  she  made  in  Cngland  and  Scotland  last  summer  and  the  tributes  that  .were  paid  to 
her  on  various  occasions. 


I am  not  trying  to  sell  you  t'la  book,  but  1 think  it  is  only  fair  to  lay  oefere 
you  the  information  that  1 would  lay  before  any  other  publisher.  I hope  very  much  that 
you  Will  like  it.  In  spite  of  whuit  1 have  said  about  being  impersonal  anu  hard-builed, 

1 care  very  deeply  for  your  opinion  of  it — much  more,  as  a matter  of  fact,  than  I care 
about  the  firm's  official  verdict,  i hope  that  you  will  make  my  piosition  very  clear 
when  the  uanascript  comes  before  the  book  meeting. 

i shall  oe  glau  to  huiva  sugf:estlons  anu  criticisms.  1 am  nut  sure  about  the 
title,  "Teacher"  has  a sp.ecial  moaning  I’or  these  of  us  who  know  ilrs.  il..oy,  but  1 am 
not  sure  that  it  will  bo  a good  ganaral  title. 

1 hope  that  tcO  book  can  bo  illustrated. 


January  H,193d 


January  9,iy33 


Doqr  Mias  Moore: 


I am  'writing  to  as!c  a favor  or  you.  I have  norly  completed 
a life  of  your  former  nupll,  Anne  Sulllv'in  Vacy,  teacher  of  Felen  Keller.  We 
have  been  trying  to  locate  early  photogrcpha  of  her.  She  la  under  the  impression 
that  one  was  taken  just  before  ahe  vent  South,  but  we  h'ive  not  been  able  to 
find  It.  It  occurred  to  her  that  there  might  be  one  In  your  poasesslon.  If  so, 

I wonder  if  you  would  be  willing  to  lend  It  to  us  for  a little  while  for  re- 
production. We  should  take  the  gre.itest  c-re  of  It  and  return  it  in  a snort 
time. 


She  h-aa  spoken  of  you  caany  times  and  still  remembers  with 
pleasure  the  classes  that  she  had  with  you.  She  h s always  considered  them  her 
most  val-uabie  erpsrlonce  at  the  Institution  and  pays  tribute  to  tnein  and  you 
in  this  book  about  herself.  I wonder  If  you  could  find  time  to  jot  down  any 
of  your  memories  of  her,  however  briefly.  I know  (as  she  does)  that  she  was  not 
a docile  nor  an  easy  pupil,  but  she  olways  felt  thot  you  understood  her.  In  the 
book  we  are  trying  to  present  her  as  she  really  Is — faults,  virtues,  and  all — 
and  I un  sure  th  t anything  you  might  have  to  say  would  be  of  the  greatest 
value. 


Mrs.  M.cy  was  delighted  to  hear  of  you  not  long  ago  through  )£r. 
Robert  Ir-rin  who  went  up  to  the  Per  clns  Institution  for  the  celebration,  and  she 
has  asked  me  to  give  you  her  warmest  remembrances. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Wiss  ?fnry  Moore 


(N  Oj 


Jan\iary  lV,19;i3 


Dear  Miss  Moore, 

Many,  many  thanlca  for  tne 
photographs  of  Mrs.  Macy.  Tney  are  cn-irmlng, 
cs  eolally  thst  first  one.  I had  never  seen 
either  before.  I ora  h'Vlng  copies  made  and 
will  return  tne  originals  In  a very  short 
time. 

Most  sincerely  and  graterully  yours. 


Miss  Miry  C.  Moore 
10  Mendon  Street 
{^opedale,  Mass. 


Fe'bruary  1,1933 


D»ar  Mrs.  Crocker; 

I h'VB  just  finished  writing 
a life  of  Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan  M<!oy,  Helen  Keller's 
teacher.  We  are  very  anxious  to  get  hold  of  a 
picture  of  Mrs.  Hopkins  for  It,  and  are  wondering 
If  you  have  one,  or  if  you  know  someone  who  has 
one,  to  lend  us  for  a little  while.  We  should 
take  the  greatest  care  of  it  and  retinrn  It 
after  a few  days.  Mrs.  Ifecy  often  speaks  of 
the  happy  days  she  spent  on  Cape  Cod,  =ind,  of 
course,  she  very  often  speaks  of  Mrs.  Hopkins. 
Both  she  and  I will  he  very  /;rat«ful  for  iny 
help  thit  you  can  give  us. 

Very  sincerely  yoiirs. 


Vrs.  Mernle  Crocker 
Brewster,  Mass. 


yebru'iry  6,19^3 


Dear  Mrs.  Whltneyt 

Tou  ra'iy  remeaDer  tii^t  I 
vn*ot8  to  you  on  Sot.  17,1931,  irith  regard  to 
the  ift.r.tara  which  Helen  Keller  wrote  to 
yo\ir  aiother.  At  that  tine  you  said  tnat  you 
we-c  too  busy  to  look  theta  up  at  the  moment 
but  that  you  would  try  to  get  at  It  later  on. 

I wonder  If  you  could  find  tl;aa  to  do  It 
now.  I iu.ve  finished  the  life  of  Ura.  Macy 
but  I am  sure  th.ot  It  can  be  enriched  by 
reference  to  those  letters— I hate  to  think  of 
Its  going  to  press  without  my  seeing  them. 

Of  course  I ^ould  t ike  the  greatest  care  of 
tbam  and  return  them  to  you  In  a very  short 
time. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  0-offrey  0.  Whitney 
Highland  Street 
Milton,  'j(as8. 


Jebruary  6,1933 


Dear  Mrs.  Crocker, 

Th:>nk8  ever  so  much  for 
sending  the  picture  of  Hopkins  so 
promptly.  Bhit  a fine  lovely  face  she  has.' 
I am  having  the  picture  copied  and  will 
return  the  original  to  ycu  In  about  a week 
or  30. 


Very  sincerely  yoxirs. 


Ure.  M.S.  Crocker 
Brewster,  Mass. 


\ 


iieu, 

Vay  Ooforo  yesterday  1 gave  x>outJleday  ojoraxi  and  Co,  the  final  coroi-leied 
revlbou  manuscript  ox'  the  life  of  i'eacher,  it  has  boon  read  aloud  to  Seachar 
tliree  times,  t«ioo  by  tiiyself  and  once  by  lolly,  lolly  has  spelled  it  to  Helen, 
They  all  lilco  it,  ana  the  voublodni’  people  are  very  enthusiastic  about  it, 
I'razier  Hunt — 1 don't  «het}ier  you  iaion  him  or  not,  since  l^e  is  a more  or 

less  recant  acquisition  of  theirs — has  read  it,  he  is  an  old  newspaper  nnn  and 
feature  writer  for  cosmonolitan.  etc.  His  worcs  of  ^raisa  were  so  high  as  to  oa 
slightly  ridiculous,  Out  oo  seem  to  be  off  to  a good  start — almost  too  good, 

1 am  afraid,  for  1 never  expect  anything  to  ruii  smoothly  whore  that  household  is 
concerned.  The  booit  is  soheuuled  for  publication  on  hept,  IH,  and  1 wish  I had 
an  extra  msuiuscript  that  x could  send  you  now  to  read.  The  liew  Yorit  Times  is 
intorested  in  It,  but  whether  it  will  publish  any  of  it  or  not  1 do  not  iciow. 
Methuen  in  Snglano  is  also  Interested.  'Teacher  Jxi  i are  bot  h a little  nervois 
as  th  . time  draws  i«ar  to  let  it  go  Out  uf  our  bands  completely.  You  always  feel 
a llttlo  undressed  on  such  occasloiis  and  .on.  er  u lot  about  tiie  book  that  you 
have  actually  written  In  contrast  with  the  book  you  think  you  have  written.  You 
can  imagine  (and  few  others  can)  how  1 felt  that  first  day  when  1 went  In  to 
txjgin  reaaing  it  to  louciior.  1 Ima  been  working  on  it  ior  seven  years  ojjd  Ind 
not  lot  her  see  any  of  it.  As  x told  rier  it  was  exactly  like  being  whealea  into 

the  operating  room,  except  t)>at  then  i hau  ettjer  to  drown  the  sensation.  Che  and 

roily  and  1 sat  in  the  living  room  and  1 roac  oloui.  for  16  hours — sto^^ing  once 
for  cocktails  ,.nu  once  for  dijuarl  e also  stopped  several  tixos  to  weep.  There 
are  certain  episodes  in  it  that  i oaijnot  roau  aloud  oven  now,  though  I ha\o  been 

over  them  a hunared  times,  hid  you  over  hour  of  anything  so  silly. 

Teacher  Is  not  .veil,  but  she  still  aoes  the  must  astounting  things 
in  the  way  of  rao^ing  about  iIju  country  with  xolly  ana  hel  «i,  it  has  been  a 


strenuous  winter  x'ur  all  oi'  them  (as  inoeed  fur  all  u£  us) and  1 thin^  tho^ 
are  ^-retty  flat  financially,  ahoy  don’t  icnuw  yet  'here  they  are  eoing  to  Bi.end 
the  ouBJEer,  out  they  say  not  in  i^orest  Kills.  They  want  to  go  abroad  again, 
but  are  not  cure  yet  that  -hey  will  be  aol:  to  nai-aco  it.  Keltu  has  had 
amazing  suocecs  in  collooting  money  for  the  blind  this  year,  but  the  life  they 
are  leadijig  is  friehtfuliy  hard  on  them, 

Te  often  si.eaK  of  you  and  v.onder  how  the  oomiass  is  coming  on,  e 

heard  recently  that  there  was  a i.ictura  of  you  in  sons  iinglish  xai-sr  indicating 

that  the  whole  project  was  enjoying  u.ore  than  a small  oagroe  of  success,  "^e  hofe 
it  is  true. 

aoith  and  i are  wording  furiously  homing  soon  to  be  able  to  give  u^/ 
our  roBi.octive  offices  .joa  go  to  the  ;.oods,  '^'e  aie  driving  to  liew  namisliire 
over  “‘OBioriul  ^uy  to  look,  at  a little  housa  aster  Enowville — 7o  acres  of  land 
d6  miles  frum  the  Aresideiitial  Kangs,  reforested,  plenty  of  mountain  Si-iings, 
an  old  orchard,  a farmliouse  remodelleo  with  i,inej.analled  walls,  oo^_i^er 

plumbing,  a stone  terrace  at  t ho  front,  and  a big  earn  which  las  oeen  braced 
against  oocay  and  has  in  it  u j.ine  panelled  room  which  could  serve  as  an 
extra  guest  room  or  as  servarits’  quarters.  Tl>e  owner  wl.o  was  a very  wealthy  man 

in  the  days  hen  we  had  wealthy  men  bought  th>3  ^lace  at  auction  fur  6UG  and 

has  s^nt  moro  tlian  trlO.OOO  on  it.  Kbw  he  Is  ready  to  sell  it  all  for  ,<111)00. 

■^e  don’t  know  yet  whether  we  are  going  to  buy  it  or  not,  but  we  are  awfully 
tem^^ted  . 

'hen  are  you  coming;  back  to  tie  Ctatos?  We  are  all  ready  fur  an  all- 
night  gab-fast  .«ith  you  In  korect  Kills,  And  I’ll  sond  you  a ooyy  of  the  book 
as  soon  as  there  is  one  to  send. 

Heantioa  my  vory  oast  to  you. 


March  22d,  1933, 


/ / 

• » 

V ' 


Hr 8.  ’^<d*ard  Bok, 

Harlon  .Station, 

PennajrlTanla. 

Dear  Vr«.  Bolci- 

I have  ,1u8t  finished  a life  of 
Pelen  Keller* « teacher,  Anne  ‘^lllvan  'tncy, 
in  the  -?ot!r*e  of  »hlch  I have  ouoted  from 
the  enclosed  letter  of  Hr.  Hok's,  He  auma 
up  aAnlrably  the  way  a l.arge  section  of  the 
public  hp.a  felt  about  Mrs.  '.tecy  for  many 
years.  1 hope  you  have  no  objection  to  my 
uslni;  the  letter.  Tou  may  keep  this  copy. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


HBH/MB 

Bnelosure. 


March  30,1933 


Dear  Dr.  Groarsnori 

Think  you  very  much  for 
the  handsome  portrait  of  Dr.  Bell.  I shall 
take  good  c<ire  of  It  and  return  it  to  you 
when  the  reproduction  Is  made. 

There  has  been  a slight 
delay  in  the  copying  of  Dr.  Bell’s  letters 
but  I shill  send  them  on  before  a great 

while. 

Yery  sincerely  yours,' 


Dr.  Gilbert  Qrosvenor 
National  Geographic  Society 
Washington,  D.C. 


April  6th 


1933, 


Mr.  Gabriel  l^rrell,  Director, 

Perkins  Instlt-utlon, 

Watertosn,  Uass. 

Dear  Mr.  Farrell: 

Thank  you  very  oruch  for  the  pictures 
of  Miss  Keller,  Mrs.  Macy,  etc.  They  are  all 
excellent  except  the  one  of  Dr.  Howe  which 
will  not  reproduce  Tery  well.  I wonder  if 
you  have  some  others  from  which  I can  make  a 
selection.  I shall  return  all  of  these  as 
soon  as  the  cuts  are  made. 


▼ery  gratefully  yours. 


HBH/MB 


Hella  B.  Henney 

DOmSDAT  DORA*  A COMPACT,  IBC 


April  6th,  1933. 


»/r.  Chari e»  Kayes, 

Auerlcan  foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

125  Bast  46th  Street, 

Ifew  York  City. 

"Dear  Wr.  Hayes; 

I should  have  written  you  before  now 
to  thank  you  for  the  Braille  cards  and  the 
picture  of  Teacher  and  Macy.  I will  send 
the  photograph  back  to  you  after  a little  while. 
I have  a manber  of  other  pictures  which  should 
go  to  the  foundation  and  I will  send  them  at 
the  same  time. 

It  was  awfully  nice  seeing  jrou  at 
Teachers*  the  other  night  and  hope  that  It 
will  not  be  long  before  I see  you  again. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Bella  B.  Henney 

ra/«B  DOCBLBDAT  D0B4B  « CO.,  IBC. 


April  10,1933 


Dear  Dr.  Oroavenors 


Here  are  the  copies  of 

Dr.  Bell 'a  letters  for  lira.  Groavenor.  The  one 
from  which  I hiive  quoted  extensively  Is  the 
one  to  Mlsa  Sulllvin  dated  April  2,1903.  I think 
It  la  safe  to  say  th'^t  this  letter  hae  meant  more 
to  Urs.  Macy  than  any  other  that  she  ever 
received— Just  as  Dr.  Bell  meant  more  to  her  and 
Helen  In  the  actual  building  up  of  Helen  th^xn 
anyone  else  they  ever  met.  I have  also  quoted 
from  some  of  Dr.  Bell's  articles  In  Tlie  Silent 
Educator. 


Very  sincerely  yotira. 


Dr.  Ollbe't  Orosvenor 
National  Geographic  Society 
\?ashlngton,  D.O. 


April  10,1933 


Dear  Mildred, 

I entirely  sympathize  with  you  In  yom*  desire  to  have  your 
father  presented  faithfully  In  the  book  about  Teacher.  SDiiit  I b^ve  sJild 
about  him,  -:nd  Indeed  about  your  hone  ana  the  rest  of  your  family  in 
Alabama  is  based  upon  wh-t  you  and  Helen  and  Teacher  have  told  me — and  I 
have  quoted  from  a letter  )irs.  Lassiter's.  The  whole  book  has  been  read 
to  Teacher  three  times  and  Polly  Is  now  spelling  It  to  Helen~she  Is  more 
than  half  throu^.  This  should  guard  It  against  Inaccuracies.  Teacher  has 
many  times  spoken  of  the  beauty  of  Tuscumbla,  your  mother's  flowers,  the 
good  things  to  eat,  the  woods  and, the  horseback  rides,  your  father's  hos- 
pitality, and  his  gift  as  a raconfcsur.  All  of  this  is  In  the  book.  I wish 
I had  an  extra  copy  of  the  manuscript  that  I could  send  you — I'll  try  to 
let  you  see  It  In  galley  proofs. 

I know  your  garden  must  be  lovely.  This  time  of  year  I always 
ache  to  go  South.  ’Te  h-ve  scilla  and  crocuses—nothlng  else  tut  grey  dis- 
agreeable weather. 

Helen  and  Teacher  and  Polly  are  well  but  killing  themselves  with 
work~as  uauil. 

Please  remember  me  to  Katherine. 


Sincerely  yours 


April  13,1933 


Dear  }ir,  farrell* 

The  picture  of  Dr.  Howe  la  here.  Thank 
you  very  much.  The  film  la  broken  dowi  the  middle  and 
I preaume  that  thla  la  the  reaaon  *diy  Ulso  Tlah  apoke 
of  not  retouching  It,  unleaa  It  lArpened  In  sending  It. 
The  pieces  of  cardboard  In  ahich  It  was  wrepped  were 
not  very  heavy.  I am  h'-.vlng  our  photogrupher  copy  It— • 
he  soys  ha  thinks  the  crack  will  not  show.  I will  have 
a copy  made  for  you  at  the  aame  time  and  send  It  idien 
I return  the  original.  1 am  grently  distressed  about 
It  and  hope  th*t  It  did  not  happen  on  the  way  here.  I 
will  return  all  of  the  pictures  within  a few  weeks. 

yery  gratefiilly  yours. 


Mr.  Oobrlel  Farrell 

Director  of  the  Perkins  Institution 

Wr.tertown,  ilass. 


May  12,1933 


Dear  Mildred, 

Thanks  ever  so  laich  for  the  pic* 
tures.  They  are  both  churning.  I finally 
located  one  of  your  father  at  the  American 
ToTinditlon  for  the  Blind.  i»hen  was  this  one 
of  your  mother  taken?  And  I wonder  If  you  know 
when  the  one  of  your  f- ther  was  made?  It  was 
taken  by  Bln^m  Bros.  In  “eu5)hls,  Tenn.  Tours 
I can  see  Is  recent,  and  I think  it  excellent. 

»fe  ire  all  terribly  excited  about 
the  book  now,  anl  naturally  a little  nervous. 
It  is  scheduled  for  publication  on  Sept.  13, 
but  I *11  try  to  send  you  galleys  before  that 
time. 


'?lth  many  thanks. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


1 

t 


May  15,  1933. 


Mr.  Gabriel  J^arrall, 

Perklna  Institution, 

Watertown,  Ifaee. 

Dear  Mr.  Ibrrellj 

1 am  returning  to  you  with  my 
deepest  thanks  the  plctvires  which  you 
were  good  enough  to  lend  me  In  connection 
with  the  biography  of  Anne  Sulllwan  \tacy. 

I am  sending  you  a photograph  of  the 
photograph  of  Dr.  Howe.  In  a previous 
letter  I spoke  of  the  way  the  picture  was 
bent.  I do  not  know  whether  this  happened 
on  the  way  here  or  not,  but  In  any  event 
the  crack  shows  very  little  In  the  photo- 
graph. Vany  thanks  again. 


Very  tnily  yours. 


Holla  B.  Henney 

NBH/MB  doubt HDAT  DOP^HA  CO.,  IHC. 


June  >1,  19S3 


T)«ar  Mildred. 

Thl«  1#  flret  of  all  to  aarar*  you  that  you  will  see  Teacher'*  hook  before 
It  i«  publlehed.  I ea  sorry  now  that  I did  not  hare  three  o.rbon  coplee  nade  Instead 
of  two.  One  Is  now  In  the  con^sln^  room;  the  oth-r  le  In  the  hands  of  Or.  Jolm  Finley 
of  the  New  Tork  Tiroes.  I would  not  for  a minute  want  you  to  h.we  yjur  picture  In  a 
book  of  idilch  you  did  not  approra. 

I don't  think  I aileundarstood  you  idien  you  said  thnt  you  had  lived 
pleasantly.  I,  too,  have  lived  pleasantly  In  the  South  on  very  little  money.  Money 
seems  rather  unnecesaory  there,  and  Teacher  has  spoken  many  times  of  the  beauty  of 
her  surroundings  in  Tuscumhla  and  the  ^od  things  to  eat  and  the  general  abundance 
there.  All  of  this,  I hope,  le  In  the  book.  I have  not  tried  to  ruke  up  old  mle- 
understondlnge,  md  the  Spaulding  business  doe*  not  enter  at  all  exca  t to  ^ow 
•hot  made  glittering  days  In  New  York  possible.  The  question  of  the  will  does  not 
come  up  at  all.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  pit  TaBCher  down  on  paper  Just  as  sl’.e  1*.  end 
she  has  been  glorious  about  It.  If  sihe  has  a fault  th  t I have  not  set  down  It  la 
because  I -’m  not  aware  of  It;  this  means  that  she  does  not  always  appear  In  a very 
flattering  llg^t,  but  I hope  that  the  magnlflcenoe  th.at  Is  hers  Is  In  some  degree 
dnu^t.  It  Is  a book  about  her,  and  for  the  moment,  every  one  else,  even  Helen,  la 
Incident;:;!. 


Helen's  position  (liilch,  of  course.  Teacher  hns  given  her)  has  conferred 
Imnortsllty  upon  your  funlly,  and  rfille  It  has  Its  advantages.  It  also  has  Its  dls- 
adVi^nt ':ges.  It  puts  the  family,  whether  It  likes  It  or  not  (and  I can  well  Innglne 
th&t  It  does  not  like  It)  In  a glass  house,  and  there  are  not  many  f '.Blllea  which 
can  st'.nd  such  a position.  In  fact,  I think  yours,  on  the  ■atoole,  comes  off  wonderfully 
well.  I have  read  raany  letter*  and  documents  which  I have  not  used;  at  the  same  time 
I have  tried  to  be  sufficiently  frank  to  rake  it  impossible  for  anyone  ever  to  do 
a "muokTaklng"  biography  either  of  Helen  or  Teacher.  That,  I think,  would  he  most 
unfortunate,  not  only  for  them,  but  for  all  of  you. 


This  whole  business  came  up  Just  before  Helen  and  Teacher  sailed.  N* 
were  checking  over  the  people  that  we  thought  should  read  the  manuscript  like  the 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  (they  hftve  read  aotao  of  the  chapters)  and  you.  I asked 
Helen  If  she  thought  there  was  anything  In  It  to  -which  you  could  possibly  object  and 
she  said,  Ho,  that  I had  said  vory,  very  little  on  a subject  about  which  v-.ry  much 
could  be  said.  I think  that  It  writing  to  you  she  wanted  to  make  sure  that  you  were 
In  possession  of  facts  which  are  already  known  to  a good  many  people— rather  un- 
palatable facts  which  may  crop  up  at  any  time.  However  all  this  may  be,  you  are  the 
beat  person  to  Judge  yooir  own  feelings  towards  the  book  about  Teacher.  At  any  rate. 
It  win  not  be  many  weeks  before  you  have  galleys.  I hope  very  much  th>*t  you  will 
like  wh.  t you  find  on  them. 


Very  sincerely  yotira. 


June  21,1933 


Dearest  teacher  and  all  of  70U, 


I inclosing  a copy  of  Mildred's  letter  to  me  and  of 
my  letter  to  Mildred.  There  are  at  least  three  very  interesting  aspects  to  Mildred's 
letter,  I think  (a)  she  insists  upon  how  pleasantly  they  lived  until  her  father's 
death  and  then  says  that  she  was  ei^t  years  old  at  the  time;  (b)  she  says  that  If 
Phillips  doesn't  like  it  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Phillips  has  had  ample 
opportunity  to  have  something  to  do  with  it  (I  wrote  Wlldred  months  ago  and  she  sent 
my  letter  to  him)  ond  has  not  availed  himself  of  It;  ^c)  she  does  not  deny  or 
even  try  to  mitigate  rsny  of  the  statements  Helen  made,  nor  even  say  that  she  is  very 
sorry  for  some  of  the  things  that  have  hapi>ened.  The  whole  idea  seems  to  be  to  hush 
It  up,  not  to  explain  It,  and,  of  coiirse.  It  can't  bo  hushed  up— not  altogether.  I'll 
write  to  her  again  when  I send  the  galleys. 

The  book  was  announced  In  the  Times  Suiidny  (herewith 
Inclosed)  and  progress  Is  being  made  In  the  isanufacture.  I'll  keep  you  in  touch  with 
everything. 


Keith's  father  had  the  long-deferred  operation  Sunday 
morning  and  seems  to  be  doing  nicely.  Thera  Is  to  be  another  this  coming  Sunday,  and 
Keith  will  arrive  in  Battle  Creek  shortly  afterwards.  Ann  arrives  Friday  noon.  Terrlbjry 
busy  at  the  office — 


be. 


I hope  you  are  finding  the  sunitaer  what  you  wanted  it  to 


Love  to  all  of  you. 


June  29,1933 


Dear  Mildred, 

I am  rushing  the  first  galleys  to 
you  hy  special  delivery  and  am  holding  up  the 
presses  xintll  I hear  from  you.  I am  sorry  there 
Is  such  a hurry,  hut  there  wne  some  delay  In  the 
press  room  and  we  are  already  behind.  The  Intro- 
ductlon  has  not  yet  come  throu^  hut  will  he  ready 
In  a day  or  so.  I’ll  shoot  It  along  the  minute  I 
get  It.  Will  you  please  telegraph  me  as  soon  as 
you  have  a chance  to  read  It  (telegraph  collect). 

I am  very  anxious  to  have  your  opinion  of  It  and 
most  anxious  to  he  set  rl£^it  on  any  point  about 
which  I am  wrong. 

Totjrs  most  sincerely. 


Mrs.  Warren  Tyson 
743  lelder  Ave. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 


D«*ar 

I 0:2  ftcrry  tls/it  yoxir  Irother  Is  »o 
(ilsturbsd  about  lh«  book,  an'"  distraessd  that 
ha  fait  it  aeoessary  to  arlta  «uch  a 1 tt<>r  to 
Halen.  Kal«*n  is  not  rauponslbla  for  tha  things 
that  ara  on  racord  about  tha  aha 

was  trying  to  do  was  to  show  the  baekgrnnad 
against  i^lch  the  book  was  written.  If  I liad 
wish«»d  to  iTuckPake,  I coul  1 have  done  eo,  but 
you  know  that  I am  actuated  only  by  tlie  friend- 
liest !ootlv*8  towards  all  of  you.  A.s  T aald  to 
you  In  a orerlous  letter,  1 hawe  tried  to  bs 
frank  eni^ugh  to  preclude  t'la  possibility  of 
a a muckraking  book,  and  1 hare  daliberately 
refrained  from  stirring  up  old  unplea ‘jantnosses 
except  sdjera  I fait  that  justice  to  Teacher 
detanndei  it.  After  all,  my  first  resoonalblllty 
In  the  whole  undartnVl ng  is  towar.’s  her, 

Tliere  is  nothing  Ih  it  that  's  not 
anply  jubetantlated  by  records,  end  your 
brother  sishes  to  promote  the  Bal-s  of  the  book 
there  Is  no  heater  way  for  hlc  to  do  it  than  to 
go  to  co^irt,  Tn  f'^ei,  if  T were  prlrmrlly  in-  ~ 
terr-ft^d  in  Its  sales,  I should  eneourags  him 
to  go  .ahead.  It  would  be  unpl'»a«Rnt  for  all  of 
us,  but  I at  least  would  -ake  ir>on»>y  on  it.  I 
hope  most  earnestly,  however,  that  an  actual 
reading  of  the  volume  will  allay  his  fears  as 
they  have  yours. 

Thanhs  ever  so  m'.ch  for  your  promptness 
in  reading  and  returning  the  galleys. 

With  best  wishes,  I sm 

▼ery  sincerely  yours, 


D“are«t  Tsachar, 


I an  fonrar-llne  the  Incloead 
letter  at  fftldned’s  re(raeflt,  thou^  I Imagine 
Welen  already  hat  the  original.  This  looks  like 
a carbon.  I think  it  should  be  preeenred.  At 
least  Helen  la  interested  in  seeing  that  justice 
is  done  you  and  doesn’t  think  it  necessary  to 
accuse  a person  of  mercenary  motives  when  she 
n-Akes  an  effort  to  do  it.  The  letter  doesn't 
bother  me  at  all,  and  I hope  it  will  not  dis- 
tress you  and  Helen. 

W love  to  all  of  you,  as  always. 


Dear  Charles, 

Tou  were  a brick  to  write  bo 
pron^)tl7.  Toa  zmiat  hawe  Imown  bow  eager  I 
waa  to  hear.  And  have  you  written  Teacher? 

I think  Dr.  Finley  would  be  an 
excellent  person  to  do  the  review  for  the 
OntlQQk  for  the  Blind.  Re  has  already  read 
the  book  (in  manuscript}.  I don't  know  sho 
is  going  to  review  it  for  the  Tines  (if  he  tells 
you,  ym  tell  zae).  Pei’haps  he  will,  but,  even 
BO,  the  point  of  view  would  be  rather  different 
“ from  that  of  the  Oitlook.  Zf  he  falls  down 
on  you,  let  me  know  and  we'll  ti^  to  line  up 
somebody  else. 

A million  thanks  for  yotir  letter. 

It  warmed  ray  heart. 


Sept.  18,1933 


Dear  Dr.  Wllllaras, 

It  would  worth  wrltluc;  twenty 
hooks  to  got  a letter  like  yours,  and  when  the  asms 
mall  hrlnga  one  firoia  Albert  Bigelow  Paine  con^x-rlng 
the  poorhouso  chapters  to  Dickens  and  laaylng  that 
It  Is  a book  that  Mark  Twain  would  have  appreciated. 
It  Is  almost  too  nuch.  "Aanagg  would  not  have  broken 
under  my  feet  with  the  Hotness  and  gladness  In  ray 
heart." 


Yes,  It  was  John  ?4.ocy  idio  threatened 
to  write  the  hook.  Practically  hlackinall,  his  Idea  was. 
I'llr  tell  you  about  it  idien  I see  you.  That  I hope 
will  he  soon.  I an  frightfully  tied  up  at  the  office 
now,  so  that  Siturday  Is  the  only  day  I can  he  sure 
of,  hut  once  In  a great  ^lle  I have  to  go  Into  the 
city  on  huslnoBs.  Next  time  1*11  call  you. 

It  Is  good  news  th-t  the  George  Kllot 
Is  going  forward,  and  your  letter  oounded  as  If  you 
had  had  a satisfactory  suraner.  I hope  so.  Ours  was 
pretty  heotlc  hut  things  are  settling  down  now. 

Many,  many  thr.nks  for  your  letter. 

As  always,  only  more  so. 


And  thanks  for  calling  my  attention  to  the  error  In 
the  Index. 


September  19.1933 


Dear  Hr>  Paine. 

I have  had  many  pleasant  camnente  on  Ame  Sullivan  ’^ev 
durln*;  the  brief  time  that  It  has  been  a book,  but  none  that  has 
earned  ray  heart  as  yours  did.  I feel  that  you,  perhaps  more  than  any- 
one else,  understand  ^diat  ray  privilege  eae—and  ny  re3i:>on8lblllty. 

To  kave  you  say  th.at  you  like  it  pleases  me  more  than  I can  say.  and 
to  liave  you  add  that  Mark  TTciln  would  linve  appreciated  it  raokes  tae 
feel  that  I should  put  flat  Irons  to  my  feet  Instead  of  shoes  to  keep 
myself  on  the  ground.  I sent  a copy  of  your  letter  to  Anne  aillivan— 
she  Is  In  Scotland  with  Helen  until  some  tine  in  October— and  I 
showed  it  to  Ur.  Doubleday  (I  couldn't  help  It).  He  wishes  to  quote 
from  It  In  his  advertising.  Would  you  nlndT 

I hope  you  will  not  be  bored  with  the  rest  of  the  book. 
That  first  part  was  all  so  fresh  and  new  and  overwhelming— It  ovar- 
idielms  me  now  when  I think  of  it,  axid  the  idiole  sad,  sickening  business 
of  the  problems  connected  with  It.  Uuch  of  the  rest  of  the  story  has 
already  been  told,  but  to  make  the  picture  complete.  It  had  to  be  told 
again,  and  I loved  doing  It. 

With  all  ry  heart  I thanlc  you  for  your  letter.  I shall 

treasure  It. 

7ery  sincerely  and  very  gratefully  yours. 


;<r.  Albert  Bigelow  Paine 
Zlmcrest  Terr-.ce 
Sorialk.  Connecticut 


S«i>t.  21.1D33 


Dear  Charles, 

Th-inlcs  for  the  irord  about  Dr.  Finley. 

1 vrtah  he  TOUld  go  on  and  do  idmt  he  Is  going  to 
do.  Hrjrry  H-nsen  of  the  World  Telegram 

hae  already  reviewed  It  for  hie  own  paper  and  mlj^it 
be  willing  to  do  one  for  you,  too.  You  ral^t  try 
Frasier  hunt  (a  good  friend  of  Teaolier's)  —he 
can  be  reached  throu^  i 

believe. 

A.  Sdwnrd  i'fewton  In  I'l^lladolphla  lvT.e  a book  and 
nil^t  do  sometliing.  He  was  the  one  wfao  had  ooat 
Influence  In  getting  Toadaor  to  take  the  degree  at 
Temple.  In  fact,  I'd  try  1dm  first,  then  tlie  other 
two.  Ho  has  lots  of  time  on  his  hands  and  lota  of 
aonoy.  Albert  Bigelow  Paine  at  Nonmlk,  Conn,  night 
do  it,  or  Carl  Sandburg.  If  Teacher  were  hero  she 
night  have  some  further  suggestions.  William  Lyon 
Phelps  ml^.t  be  a very  good  one.  He  Is  a minister 
as  .Toll  as  a book  reviewer  and  larofesses  a deep  in- 
terest in  all  good  causes.  After  all,  you  ni^^t  try 
him  first.  You  can  see  that  I am  thinking  on  paper 
lnstea<l  of  back  In  ny  head  which  le  the  proper  place 
for  such  psrfornances.  I am  having  any  nuraber 
of  pleaaant  oo.Tnents  on  the  book— I think  the  whole 
business  nay  moke  Teacher  vsry  haijpy  tdien  aha  cones 
hone. 


best  to  you. 


Septonber  36,1933 


]}«ar  Unola  Waltsr, 

(You  o9«  I never  laade  any  bones  nboat 
calling  .2254  Walter,  and  1 certainly  feel  tlvit 

all  ancles  tfumld  call  their  nieces  by  t'leir  first 
nrjmea).  Many  thanks  for  your  second  letter.  Of  course 
Z have  no  objection  (nor  has  Doubleday  Dosron}  to  having 
the  book  i»t  Into  Iirallle,  We  should  like  to  know 
idien  It  Is  done  so  as  bo  keep  a record,  but  that  Is 
all.  And  Z sh'ill  be  awfully  Interesting  to  see  what 
lo  said  In  the  November  issue  of  the  Ziegler. 

With  best  wishes,  Z am 
Sincerely  yours^ 


Ur.  Walter  0.  Holmes 
Monaey,New  York 


Se^t4mber  38, 19313 


Dear  He.  Pn.ln», 

0no<3  E»r«  yaa.  hev«  said  exactly 
the  rl^t  thix)g,  and  once  nioro  X thank  you 
for  it*  Ifany  tines  siiile  «e  ware  at  w>rk  on  the 
book  Teacher  and  Helen  loiaented  the  paoaing 
of  the  Golden  Aca,  oupeciolly  the  paaaln^  of  its 
heroic  fifittres.  "Mark  Twain  and  Dr.  Bell—idiare 
Can  you  find  two  auch  men  to-day?"  And  X couldn’t 
answer.  Ih^t  made  writing  the  book  be  Table— 
eaotionolly,  X neon— was  tliat  tremendous  cable  of 
aooompliahnent  Irunnin^  throu^  it.  X am  reading 
astron«3y  now— all  X can  find.  Xt  is  a cowardly 
thing  to  do,  but  vmdlluted  humnity  is  still  a 
lit. tie  toe  cuch  for  sw. 

X ipio  sorry  to  hear  of  your 
bereavement.  With  -lyinprithy,  aaad  with  rsy  doopeat 
thanks,  which  X hope  some  day  to  offer  "in 
person,"  I ora 


Most  gratofolly  yours. 


1 


October  4,1933 


Dear  rranoes. 


l!any  thcnke  for  your  nice  note.  I asked 
Mrs.  Crosby  to  send  you  the  book  because  you  saw 
me  during  some  of  iqy  not-qulto-nonaal  spells  vdille 
I was  working  on  It,  and  I tliought  it  might  explain 
why  I was  which,  >r  something  like  that.  Thwe  '.7sre 
a lot  of  difficulties,  of  course,  but  a hell  of 
an  advantage  In  having  Mrs.  Many  the  kind  of  person 
she  Is—perfectly  willing  to  let  me  say  wlvit  I 
pleased,  no  n»tter  \diat  the  Implication  nd^t  be 
concenilng  her  ovm  character. 

I have  been  distressed  to  hear  of  your 
Illness  and  hope  th-t  CTillfornLo.  Is  doing  for  you 
all  tlvat  sliould  be  done.  Tlie  word  that  filters 
throu^  about  your  new  book  is  splendid.  I an  hungry 
to  see  lt~in  fact  a hunger  for  one  of  your  books 
is  an  emotional  (or  mental)  condition  that  stays 
with  me  a good  deal  of  the  time. 

itlth  very  best  wishes  and  thanks,  I am 
' Host  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Frances  Noyes  Hart 

Hotel  La  ^'orada 

Rancho  Santa  Fe,  California 


Ocstolw  4,1933 


D«ar  Mr.  Sperryi 


Many  tbarika  for  your  nice 
letter  and  special  thanks  to  calling  rgy 
attention  to  the  errors.  I'll  talk  with 
Mrs.  Ibcy  about  the  house  In  !!alne>  I thliik 
the  post  office  was  Brunswick,  but  thit  the 
house  Itself  overlooked  the  b^.  I am  not 
familiar  with  tlie  country  myself.  Bie  word 
from  Germany  about  the  burning  of  the  books 
Is  extremely  Interesting.  Ps’-haps  they,  too, 
have  had  some  raox'e  or  less  official  corarrunlcatlon 
during  the  summer. 


TTlth  best  wlohes,  1 am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Ur.  Paul  Sperry 
1834  P/\ik  Bead 
Washington,  D.C< 


/ 


Octoter  6,1933 


DejiT  ’Jrs.  Harri«, 


I find  that  the  comment*  that  come  from  other  hloerajjher* 
are  the  ones  th-t  have  tlie  moat  value  to  me,  and  that  la  ;*y  your  letter  and 
Albert  Bigelow  Paine's  several  letters  have  a very  partlcuLar  place  of  tl»eir 
own  rmone  ny  traasored  possessions.  Ho  other  two  have  so  well  understood  the 
tasl:  that  was  mine,  for  both  of  you  have  also  had  the  privilege  and  responsibility 
of  wrltlnc  the  life  story  of  a great  soul. 

John  Jiady  died  suddenly  on  a lecture  platform  In  Stroudaberg, 
Pennsylvania,  last  year,  with  a dollar  and  a lialf  and  a xiawn  ticket  in  his 
pocket.  Itrs.  ’'«cy  helped  bury  him.  She  and  Helen  had  not*  seen  him  in  years,  but 
to  tho  end  both  women  loved  him.  There  were  many  reasons  for  the  separation. 

The  dlscreivincy  In  age  had  something  to  do  with  It,  and  the  discrepancy  in 
-hyslcnl  strength  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  it.  John  was  a very  frail  and 
Mrs.  itecy  and  Eelen  even  today  have  more  eMurance  than  a dozen  truck  drivers. 

It  Is  so  iTTonounced  that  it  saps  the  vitality  of  a weary  person  simply  to  con- 
tec^jlate  it.  The  absorption  of  the  two  women  In  public  life  had  something  to  do 

with  It,  but  not  so  much  as  Mrs.  Macy's  complete* abeori)tlon  in  Helen.  Tlie  con- 

tinual focussing  of  the  spot  light  on  Helen  was  annoying,  too.  Mrs.  Kacy  was 
always  laore  than  willing  to  give  up  to  It,  but  not  Mr.  I'acy.  I'll  take  care 

of  that  error  In  the  Index  In  the  next  edition. 

I agree  with  you  completely  about  the  use  of  54ps.  Macy's  great 

gifts  as  a teacher  and  about  shat  she  says  of  old  age.  I don't  see  how  an  in- 

tolllgent  \Tonan  (or  men)  can  feel  otherwise.  Tour  sympathetic  und  or  standing  of 
the  ihole  situation  Is  something  that  will  warm  her  heai-t,  and  I am  looking 
forward  to  reading  your  letter  to  her  wlien  she  returns  to  this  country  some 
tLus  in  Hovonber  (She  and  Helen  and  Polly  have  found  a little  pLace  In  Scotland 
tfiore  they  can  be  left  alone).  Ueontlme  I sand  you  my  deepest  thanks  for  your 
letter. 

* 

^Ith  all  good  visiles  to  you  and  ;<r.  Harris,  I am 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

fv  <s 

^ always  look  for  hls  articles  In  the  Sunday  Timaa  and  always  enjoy 
them  when  I flnil  them. 


w'i  , 

aO  (i'. 


•-  I'ol-'  r.f  (iJZh.J/ 

■I  -M- -^ri 


Ootolser  11,1933 

' «■■■  '■ 


D«ar  Mr.  Mlllea: 


'M  4 - ™®*‘®  f^atefal  for  your  appr^iatlon  of 

-gpY  than  you  wjuld  think  hy  qy  silence.  I am  delighted 


on*  of  4°^  ^self  there  Is  very  little  to  say.  !'dne  has  been 

onto  T f 4 mieventful  llvee~all  of  It  spent  In  school 

until  I went  Into  business,  since  then  all  of  it  spent  In  business. 

T 1 ^andfathar's  farm  la  Sumter  County,  Ga.,  and  though 

years,  I am  still  a good 

Georgian.  I was  brought  up  In  the  midst  of  rattlesnakes  and  darkles 
on  yariras  turpentine  plantations  In  the  northern  part  of  i’lorlda. 
best  this  seem  an  exagger' tloa  I «ill  add  that  more  tliaa  400  rattle- 
snakes were  Wiled  on  one  of  the  plantations  in  the  co^seof^ne 

111  college^at  ;7esleyan  In  LUicon,  Georgia,  .Llle  Cbune  Lia* 
^oag  (Jfedame  3^  Tat-aen)  was  there.  Then  I went  to  Converse  in 
Spartanburg,  S.C.  (Julia  Feterkln's  college)  idxlle  Cole  Blease  ms 

exciting,  for  he  had  turned  loose 
I . expected  to  find  some  of  them  crawling 

I thnt  they  never  did. 

r*  Sieliali  In  the  hl/^  school  at  Juklln, 

Georgia,  ^ere  ray  parents  live,  for  a little  4*lle,  then  cuae  to 
Columbia  UalvCTsity  where  larrTursult  of  a tiister'a  degree  I arranged 
the  stories  of  O.Henry  in  chronological  order.  I never  get  the 

^ middle  of  the  work  to  come  to  Ooubleday 

(O.He^  s publishers)  and  have  been  here  ever  since.  You  orobably 
know  eno^  about  editorial  offices  to  know  how  miscellaneous  the 
work  Is  that  falls  to  an  editor's  lot.  One  of  the  jobs  that  I most 
enjoy^  was  helping  «elen  Keller  arrange  fne  matorlrl  for  her  Itv 

In  this  way  I cameto  know  Mrs.  Macy.  I have  stayed  In  the 
Helen,  I have  travelled  with  tham,  and  they  have 
^^**^4  j v*‘  together  a great  deal  since  1934.  In  1926  I 

m^lod  Keith  Henney  edits  a raagaslno  that  I cannot  read  and  writes 
^ks  that  1 cannot  underst.and.  Fortunately,  he  doesn't  expect  me  to. 
rhe  magazine  is  called  :^l.ectronlcs  and  the  books  are  things  like 
a of  We  both  work  furiously  In  our  little  house  In 

Garden  City,  and  are  always  afraid  that  the  nages  of  our  respective 

Dilxcd  up.  It  would  not  hav«  surprised  me  at  ail  to  find 
a Wole  chapter  on  harmonic  frequencies  or  uoianqjed  oscillations  In 
aBRC  &od  It  will  be  an  accident  If  his  new  book,  I^leetronlcs 

m does  not  contain  a dlisertetlon  on  the  needs  of  the  blind. 


y*  bava  a little  house  in  the  White  U'untains  to  which  «e  fly  i^enerer  ve 
gat  a chance.  Our  greatest  cooplalnt  is  that  ttae  diancae  don't  coae  often 
enough* 


I aia  sorry  not  to  hare  had  a more  exciting  career  for  you.  And  once 
more  let  tae  thank  yon  for  your  interest  in  :jaie  Sullivan  I know  that 

it  will  please  i!rs.  Many  idien  I tell  her  about  it  on  her  return  from 
Scotland  soaa  tlM  next  month* 

■ - i_ 

• K 

Very  sincerely  youre,  . • 

. i..  ..  rt  0-  / a; 
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October  19,1933 


Dear  1^.  Ulgel, 

I ahoold  have  thanked  you  for 
your  latter  before  now,  but  it  came  Just  as 
Z ma  dnsdilng  off  for  New  Han5)ahlre,  and  I 
did  not  return  until  I'onday,  Zt  was  good  of 
you  to  write  me  as  you  did,  and  Z Imow  that 
Teaohei’  will  apiareclate  your  opinion  of  the 
book.  She  deserves  so  much  that  Z wish  there 
were  more  that  we  could  do  for  her. 

^th  earmest  thanks,  Z ajn 

7^y  sincerely  yours. 


MH.  M.C.  rigel 
654  Ueidlson  AvO' 
Hew  York  City 


H0T<jaber  11,1033 


Derr  Uncle  Walter, 

Thrjik  ycu  very  ™ch  for  the 
coi.y  of  the  Ziegler  review  of  Aroia  ^ll-y-41 
t^^cv.  I like-  It  very  nudi  Indeed.  I am  savixig 
all  conenenta  ao  as  to  show  them  to  Teacher, 
either  'Jhan  she  comes  tack  or  wuen  I go  over 
there.  I do  wish  t’noy  would  come,  on  horn®.  I 
hate  to  think  of  than  ao  far  awey  from  th;.‘lr 
frlends—I  laean  their  old  friends,  for,  of 
course  they  h:'.ve  c^de  new  ones  since  they  left 
hero.  I am  still  planning  to  go  over  If  thoy 
don't  come  hack  and  have  -torltten  Polly  to  that 
effect. 


All  good  wlsiiea  to  you. 


Mp.  Tlhltar  Holmes 

M itllda  Zl'^gler  K-v?i*lu9  for  the  Blind 
Uonscy,  Hen  York 


De09^ber  5 » 1933 


neor  Mr.  Keitingi 

Th-'.nk  you  very  mudh  for 
yor.r  nlc®  «ard*  alKWit  Arnic  3alli^.n  :fc.0.v 
r>.nd  frtr  y<jor  Invitation  to  Plainfield.  I 
hopo  7T9  oan  p«T9Ufld*  Stuart  to  drive  uo  oat 
oorio  tin®. 

Ml®!?  Porden  In  In  ’’Sn/jir’nd— 
5 John  St.,  Perheley  Sq.,  London,  'S.l  . 


Very  eincorely  yowra, 


Mr,  Georc®  T.  Ranting 
33  P.eotor  Street 
Hew  York  City,  N.Y. 


Ill  yifth  street,  Oardem  City.  L.I. 
Deeemlter  8,1933 


Dau*  (3uicib«rllzi: 

Tour  letter  aTaout  Anne  3ul\iyan  pleased  me 
nnch  Loro  «um  I »m  toll  you— and  at  the  aame  tlra  oave  me  one  deep 
wild  pang  of  regi*ot.  I wleh  I had  had  It  before  I finished  the  hook. 
Th;it  talk  of  youre  with  Helen  irtkon  the  child  faced  the  possibility 
of  Iki'/lng  to  choose  between  her  n»ther  and  her  teaclier  soeow  to  me 
one  afk  the  most  di-eoatic  and  toudilng  oplaodee  in  their  entire 
history,  and  1 wish  it  had  been  incoriwr  tad  In  the  record. 

■ Te-.ohi?r  and  Helen  and  Polly  are  now  In  Scotland, 
not  one  of  tham  at  all  well.  We  are  not  sure  »dien  they  will  return 
to  this  country—perhaps  not  until  the  end  of  the  aumoer.  But  I have 
already  writtwi  To  Cher  inclosing  a copy  of  your  letter.  I know  It 
will  BSiko  her  happy.  She  la  loilne  lier  last  fl^t  with  blindness,  and 
the  outlook  ahead  makes  her  wery  derpondent. 

With  firmest  th'UikB  and  aj^preclation,  I am 
Tery  sincerely  yours. 


Ur.  Joseph  Chamberlin 
64  Cocnonwealth  Are. 
Boston,  ’<laaoachusetts 


neoe:;)ber  L?,1933 


3aar  Lt.  Can^jbell, 

Your  letter  pleasod  me  much 
more  thou  I c--ia  tell  you«  You  can  Imagine 
satisfaction  I find  In  having  the  friends  Tdio 
know  Teacher  before  1 did  say  thit  tl^e  early 
part  of  tho  story  is  tnie.  Of  course,  there  is 
little  enough  credit  due  me  on  that— It  Is  all 
because  of  “eacher’s  magnificent  ability  to 
face  Ihcts— whether  tliey  are  pleasant  or  un- 
pleaaant~but  it  Is  good  to  lajow  that  It  Is  ri{^t. 

I am  glad  tliat  you  sent  ^eedier 
a copy  of  your  letter.  It  will  make  her  very 
happy.  You  know,  I suppose,  that  she  and  Helen 
and  Polly  are  In  Scotland—ond  tliat  Teacher  is 
losing  the  last  g*rlm  fl(^t  with  blindness.  Your 
letter  will  be  eepeclally  grateful  to  her,  for 
she  has  alleys  had  the  highest  opinion  of  your 
ability.  It  Is  her  flm  belief— many  times  ex- 
pressed—that  you  are  the  most  capable  worker 
in  the  field. 


And  will  you  please  thank  Mrs. 

Campbell  for  me. 


iost  sincerely  youre. 


).tr.  Charles  P.F.  CJampbell 
The  Detroit  Coraiunlty  Fund 
51  Starrea  Ave. , West 
Detroit,  Mlchlfjan 


UdOaabw  13,1933 


Dear  J-tr. 

I have  been  meaning  to  acknowledge 
your  note  on  Anne  Dulllvrn  ■’fac.y  and  tliank  you 
for  It  ever  since  It  cane,  but  I have  been  so 
tangled  In  a imniber  of  things  that  I can  only 
apologize  for  not  having  done  it.  It  pleases 
me  tremendously  to  have  you  like  the  book.  I,  too, 
deeply  regret  that  I did  not  have  your  fecial 
paragraphs  on  the  relations  between  the  two  women, 
but  tdiat  you  gave  was  a great  help  to  me.  I have 
already  sent  your  letter  to  !»5ra.  Viacy.  is 

in  Scotland,  now,  fi{^ting— and  loslng~-the  last 
grim  buttle  with  blindness.  Such  words  as  yours 
must  :aalca  her  feel  that  the  long  struggle  lias  not 
been  without  risli  conmnsations. 

Very  sincerely  and  very  <;ratefully 
yours, 


Mr*  Carl  Snndburg 
H-'Tbert,  Hol’.igan 


Oecanber  13,193.'} 


Dear  Ur.  CrlsjT: 

I «up;  08e  you  3aiow  t/iat  In  Has 
laabolle  Keitlng  you  have  the  heat  neu3-«por 
wcn^n  In  Great  so:  THe~r  York.  I am  Ju-t  '.rUliv:  to 
confirm  It.  In  her  ftccormt  of  Anne  Sulllvim  ifacy 
and  Helen  Keller  ahe  took  a story  th  t was  at 
least  four  raontha  old  (and  a lot  of  It  much, 
blder  than  thr-t ) , a atory  th;  t was  lying  around 
for  anybody  to  pick  u^j  and  laade  a front“pQf;tj  ocoop 
out  of  It.  Aa  soon  as  tiie  appeared  t)i:-t 

aftenwon  other  newepopere  and  news  servlcen  began 
©ailng  me.  Including  the  A.P.f  the  York  Tinnn 
and  the  Trllron^.  followed  very  shortly  afterriards 
hy  the  hroadcftstlng  networks.  There  w=.a  an  editorial 
In  the  Sunday  Tines,  and,  knowing  the  way  news 
about  Miss  Kaller  is  picked  up,  I am  j^ure  thore  will 
be  others  tlarougbout  the  co\intry.  Four  months  ago 
I ms  Interviewed  by  wo  .ien  from  dlstln.'ulsliod 
metropolitan  dallies,  not  one  of  shich  saw  the 
possibilities  in  the  story  th-;t  Miss  Keating  did. 

1 think  It  a renartoble  Journalistic  aclilevor.ient. 

I congratulate  you  and  Miss  Keating. 

Yery  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  H.M.  Crisp 
The  3?rooklyn  aigle 
Brooklyn,  H.Y. 


Ill  fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Lon«  lal-'-nd 
:;ececibar  19,1933 


Dear  Mr.  Hockshert 

It  was  good  of  you  to  write  ne  nbout  your 
Intareetlng  trentraent  for  the  eyee.  I had  heJurd  of  It  before 
and  have  known  people  eho  have  used  It  with  eucceaw,  but  I 
am  afraid  thr.t  It  Is  tmich  too  late  far  anything  to  be  lone 
for  Mrs.  liacy.  The  tragedy  of  her  blindness  goes  bock  to  her 
childhood,  and  the  fact  that  she  Is  losing  her  al^t  has  not 
been  news  for  caany  years.  1 nnst  confoss  th't  I s^s  rather 
nirirlsed  and  sonewhnt  distressed  thrit  the  papers  suddenly 
dhote  to  treat  it  as  such. 

, Because  of  your  Interest  in  the  case  I an 

sending  you  a copy  of  the  story  of  her  life.  The  eyes  c^ld 
have  k been  saved  If  she  had  been  looked  after  properly  «ien 
she  was  a little  girl.  I know  thatu  such  thout^tfolness  as 
yours  will  co;ofort  h«r  now  (insomuch  as  she  can  be  comforted; 
and  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  her  about  It. 

Tery  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  August  Heeksher 
52  Vanderbilt  Ave. 
Hew  York  City,  H.T. 


Oeoanb«r  19,1933 


Dear  Ml  a a Thonaom 

T)xuik  you  very  much  for 
your  ploaaant  latter  about  Anna  aulli7;:ji 
•PGy.  I am  glad  ttk'it  It  is  In  such  appre- 
ciative ham’s  for  review. 

It  was  nice  to  hecr  from 
Christine  Broome  again,  even  Indirectly. 
Tell  her  that  If  she  knew  how  much  I wo\ild 
enjoy  u letter  from  lier  she  would  vtrite  me 
one,  :ind  give  her  my  love. 

1 should  like  very  much 
to  see  the  new  '^^esl  jynn— wiii  used  to  ('.hlrik 
the  old  one  was  pretty  grard—aniri  sous  day 
I Intend  giving  Tiiysolf  that  pleasure. 

■with  iiiriny  tlianlcs,  I tun 

7ery  slncaroly  yotirs. 


Miss  Eunice  Thomson 
Balnbridga,  Ooorgla 


P.S, 


I hope  your  mother  Is  hotter 


'>aadnber  20,1933 


D«ar  lir.  I(ohiv7ent 

It  wig  {;ood  of  yon  to  tend  your 
eye  salve  prescription,  and  I know  that  Urs. 

Vaoy  will  appreciate  it.  X am  afraid  tlvxt  in 
her  oane  it  is  too  late  for  anything  to  do  much 
good,  but  your  th  u^tlhlness  elll  please  her, 
and  Z ediall  he  very  happy  to  let  her  know  about 
it. 


Very  sincerely  youro, 


Uf.  T,  Tlohn^en 
940-74th  Street 
Brooklyn,  H.T. 


Deocnbor  20,1933 


Domreat  Toaoher, 

T}ils  adrartl  tel' 3 the 

irhole  story.  After  lettlnc  tha  book  rod': 
along  In  Its  own  way  Doubledaye  la  now  behind 
It  100  p^ar  sent  strong.  I am  being  flooded 
■!»lth  letters.  I hope  you  ore  not,  tut  r'^allse 
thit  this  Is  really  too  tnuch  to  hope.  At  least 
youe  ere  intsolng  a few  of  thee  end  I vrlah  I 
we-0  in  a nroaltlon  to  taJse  care  of  than  all. 
Hebscca  UacSt  telegraphed  last  night  for  your 
addrese,  whorei^on  X teleer'ipjiod  book  thc+t 
I didn’t  know  It.  This  dll  roadi  you  after 
Chrlatnaa  and  I hope  will  find  all  of  you 
In  mob  better  health.  I have  worried  about 
yen  a lot.  What  happens  to  you  makes  a tre- 
mendous liffaroied  to  ae,  you  know. 


Lore  to  all  of  you. 


I>9C0m^!?r  31,1933 


D«ax  >Jtr.  tioulton: 

I have  forwarded  your 
lottiiT  to  Helen  and  Teacher.  I lo\ow  they 
will  appreciate  It. 

I am  awfully  sorry  that  X 
didn’t  know  eoonor  about  those  snapshots 
of  ymirs  (My  bool:  on  Teadior  was  published 
on  Sopt.  13)  for  I am  sure  t'r.ey  vfould  have 
been  a great  help.  I had  much  difficulty  in 
finding  good  pictures  of  Teacher,  e.v;;e4lally 
pictures  of  her  alone. 

1 lyive  often  heard  Helen 
and  Teacher  apeak  of  you,  and,  us  1 sold 
before,  I know  they  will  bo  glad  to  hea* 
from  you. 


Very  sincerely  youoa, 


!ir.  Robert  IT.  Moulton 
308  South  La  Salle  Ct. 
Cliloago.  Illinois 


Dear  ^itisketaers. 

The  pleasantest  thing  that  happened  to  us  this  Clirlstnas  was 
your  cable.  »e  bad  been  much  rrorrled,  but  felt  that  so  robust  a chirp  could 
not  have  come  from  three  Invalids.  Se  decided  that  at  least  one  of  you  must 
be  bettor.  I did  not  call  any  of  the  papers,  th  they  had  asked  me  to 
keep  in  touch  with  them  and  thou^  Ooubleday  Doran  wanted  to  send  out  a 
little  note:  Miss  Braddy,  biographer  of  Mrs.  Macy, says,  etc.,  but  I did  not 
know  what  your  wishes  were  In  the  matter,  so  I let  It  lie. 

I continue  to  get  nice  letters  about  the  book  and  Inquiries 
about ftie  three  of  you.  I always  Insist  that  Helen  is  only  sll^tly  ill  and 
probably  entirely  well  at  the  time  of  talking,  andtti  t the  thing  that  Is 
keeping  her  In  Scotland  Is  her  devotion  to  Teacher.  But  It  Is  my  honest 
dplnlon  (expressed  only  privately)  that  It  la  very  scuimy  of  the  three  of 
you  to  stay  over  there,  leaving  me  with  the  bag  to  hold,  and  a very  full 
bag  It  turns  out  to  be  sometimes,  too.  I do  hope  that  Scotland  has  put  the 
three  of  you  on  your  feet  agaln—I  mean  Glasgow,  not  the  rest  of  the  country. 

There  Isn't  much  news  aro\md  here.  Vfe've  had  a big  snowfall 
and  walking  Is  difficult.  The  encyclopedia  Is  coming  to  an  end  and  I am 
chafing  at  the  bit  for  a few  weeks,  or  months,  of  freedom  from  the  office. 
Hope  to  get  It  tovards  the  end  of  January.  I am  beginning  1934  with  a firm 
resolve  to  commit  two  murders.  One  Is  going  to  be  the  first  person  liho  says, 
"You  know  everything,  srau  work  on  an  encyclopedia,  tell  me..."  and  the 
second  Is  going  to  be  the  first  person  ?dio  IntnrodAces  me  to  a group  of 
people,  "Ihls  is  Mrs.  Kenney.  Slie  has  just  written  a book."  Tqu  know  the 
kind  of  smile  that  goes  with  that. 

I shan't  ask  you  to  wrlte—any  of  you— but  If  youx  cable 
Mrs.  Bond  how  you  are  you  ml^t  tack  on  a word  at  the  end  asking  her  to  tell 
me.  We  feel  better  when  we  know  that  you  three  are  flourishing. 

This  with  my  love— "and  Keith's, 


I have  a million  things  I'd  like  to  talk  with  you  about,  one 
of  the  chief  ones  being  that  I think  this  leave  of  absence  from  the  Foundation 
Is  nonsense.  I think  It  o\:i^iht  to  be  permanent.  There  Is  nothing  so  Important 
as  for  Helen  and  Polly  to  look  after  Teacher,  but  you  two  have  no  doubt  already 
reached  this  conclusion  without  any  bright  Ideas  from  111  Fifth  Street. 


^)«eeniber  37,1933 


Dear  Mr.  Cr.megle> 

It  nay  !>•  some  raontha  yet 
before  Mlse  Keller  returne  to  this  country. 
It  ell  dejienda  upon  Mrs.  Uaoy'a  oondltlon. 
All  Mias  Keller 'a  thou^ta  are  foouaaed  In 
thr.t  direction  now.  The  last  oable  I had 
from  thera—Chrlatraae  lay— aald  tliat  thlnga 
were  going  aplendidly,  but  n&de  no  mention 
of  a return  date.  I think  that  perhaps  they 
themaelyea  do  not  know  when  it  will  be* 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Dale  Carnegie 
37  Wendover  Hoad 
Forest  Hills,  New  Tork 


Decembar  39,1933 


D«ar  UlsB  Hhoadea, 

It  mo  good  of  70U  to  write 
me  nbout  my  book,  and  I appreolnto  »4v  t you 
have  to  oay  about  it.  It  mo  good  of  you  also 
to  Invite  me  In  to  Ixiach  or  tea  next  :roek.  It 
Is  something  I should  love  to  do,  but  Just  at 
prerent  I an  so  terribly  tied  down  at  the  office 
that  It  is  Impossible  for  me  to  get  away  excej^t 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  1 am  awfully  sorry  and 
hope  that  some  day  you  will  give  me  another 
chance  to  come. 


The  Christmas  cable  I had 
from  Helen  and  Tect^er  and  Polly  said  that  they 
wore  all  gottln#:  on  splendidly.  They  were  not 
really  in  a hospital,  I think,  but  In  an  Insti- 
tution more  like  a nursing  hone.  At  any  rate, 
they  seem  to  be  better  now. 

Please  remember  me  cordially 
to  UisB  Snlth,  and,  believe  me, 

Yours  most  sincerely. 


P.S.  ity  home  address  is  111  Fifth  Street, 
G-orden  City,  Long  Island;  telephone  number. 
Garden  City,  897-J. 


Beloved  '^rlo, 

Tou  loxow  alr»^y  the  vngarlea  of  the  /uaerlcan  press,  l«.t  I am 
Just  locrnlng  them.  Hie  most  extraordinary  thing  has  happened  (don't  he  alarmed). 
Wednesday  a girl  from  the  Brooklyn  Sagle  came  oat  to  interview  me,  and  being  a 
nerson  of  superior  Intelligence  went  hick  to  her  office  and  read  sy  hook;  for 
the  first  time  then  it  was  resid  frOTi  a news  angle  by  an  expert.  She  had  cone  out 
with  a memorandun  from  her  boss  attached  to  the  header  s ^Ir.est  which  cont4ined 
S3.1  Mlllen's  suci^ry  of  the  hook,  asking  her  to  do  a atory  ahont  Teacher  and  the 
talking  dog  and  about  Helen's  present  lecturing  activities.  She,  saw,  of  course, 
that  tlisre  was  nothing  in  that,  but  she  went  back  and  wrote  a story  (Inclosed) 
in  Tdilch  she  says,  really,  nothing  more  tlian  has  been  said  in  the  book.  The  story 
made  the  front  page  of  the  Svgle.  and  a short  time  after  the  paper  was  out  tlie 
Standard  News  Service  called  and  asked  me  to  confirm  i^at  •«8  in  the  At 

th't  tine  I hadn't  seen  it,  but  we  talked  along,  and  a few  minutes  later  a paper 
in  Jamaica  called  me  up.  The  Ivonine  Journal  ran  a sliort  item  on  the  front 
oage,  and  after  a little  while  the  Associated  Press  called  me,  followed  a short 
tloe’lator  by  the  Times  and  the  Tribune.  I told  the  A.P.  that  the  story  wna 
not  newe^lt  had  been  true  so  long,  but  the  man  there  said  that  they  ■would  con^ 
slder  the  death  of  the  President  news  even  if  it  was  two  weeks  ago,  and  they 
all  seemed  terribly  excited.  This  morning  the  papers  have  all  run  exactly  t^ 
kinds  of  stories  that  I expected  them  to  run  when  the  book  first  appeared.  The 
fact  Cl  t teadicr  is  losing  her  sl^t  hasn't  been  news  for  forty  years,  the  fact 
that  Helen  is  able  to  read  to  her  and  does  liasn't  bean  news  for  a mimber  of  years, 
and  the  fact  that  you  are  all  in  Scotland  hasn't  been  news  for  nearly  a year.  They 
asked  me  all  sorts  of  guestlons  but  I gave  out  nothing  beyond  wh^t  is  in  the  book. 
I asked  them  not  to  publish  your  address  and  the  papers  that  I have  seen  thus 
far  hjivenjt.  The  story  will  be  on  tiie  Columbia  Broadcasting  circuit  to-night.  I 
am  writing  in  a hurry  because  I don't  want  you  to  think  that  the  ^ory  of  your 
various  lllnosses  has  got  out.  It  liasn't  and  is  beln<;  guarded.  ^ere  is  tre- 
mendous drama  in  Helen  s being  able  to  read  to  TeacSier  now  the  things  she  a-n  t 
read  for  herself,  but  idiy  nobody  sjiw  it  four  months  ago  whoa  the  Book  first  came 
out  is  one  of  those  mysteries  which  can  probably  never  bo*  explained.  Sdwin  C. 
Hill's  broadcast  did  a lot  of  good,  and  letters  keep  pouring  in  appreciating 
Teacher.  If  ^e  ‘wanted  the  'Washington  Honumwit  now  I think  she  could  have  it. 

The  ne  ts  from  all  of  you  distresses  me  nneh  more  tton  I can  tell 
you.  I feel  tliat  I would  be  a nuisance  if  I came,  but  I am  ready  to  come  if  you 
want  a me,  and  so  is  l*!r.  I'lgel.  would  be  a much  better  one  to  have  and  I 
hope  you  won't  heslti  te  to  call  on  him.  I talked  with  Mrs.  Bond  this  morning,  and 
with  Irwin.  They  have  been  bothered  by  tlie  press,  too,  but  we  haven't  said 

anything  more  than  what  you  see  in  the  clipping  which  is  here. 

Bver  so  much  love  to  all  of  you, 

I aas  awfully  sorry  you  we  e all  not  here  yesterday--!  don't  like 
this  press  business. 


Jnnut^ry  6,1934 


Dear  Mr».  Lawaon, 


Tour  letter  toocdied  me 
very  deeply.  It  pleases  me  more  th^^n  I 
c Ji  trfil  you  that  you  liked  my 
the  teaclior  of  F.elea  Keller.  1 aave 

the  letter  to  read  to  Mrs.  lfc..cy  vd>en  she^ 
fote  l)nok  from  Scotlaxul— this  I hope  *11* 
^ hofore  many  months  have  passed.^ I ^ 
plsmxiine  to  coma  to  Duhlin  fo**  a sjiort 
vl^Itwoe  time  this  spring.  I *n  not  ^e 
yot  tdien  It  will  he,  hut  I utell  sj^oly 
ace  you  then.  Meantime,  the  best  of  e «ry- 
thlng  to  your-and  ay  wa  raest  thnnks, 


As  aleaye* 


Jmxiury  10,1934 


Dearest  Teacher, 

This  also  fron  I>r.  Cabot,  bless  hie 
hearts  I forgot  to  tell  you  that  lAitsa  th'it 
flurry  of  publicity  carao  I had  a letter  fron 
llr.  Auguot  Hocltelicr  (Huckster  Foundation)  giving 
ne  a troattiient  for  tt:o  eyes  dilcdi  lie  iho\!^it  .-.’lelit 
be  of  sorae  help  to  youf- ju.  t dip  your  face  In  cold 
enter  nlf^t  !>.nd  momlng  with  your  eyeo  opesiJ  I sent 
hlTJ  £ copy  of  the  book  -shlch  broi^Jit  forth  a eulogy 
of  you  and  Helen.  Ee  ni&od  me  to  trancelt  to  you 
his  groat  admlr-tlon,  etc.,  etc.  I hc’/e  had  othor 
oye-treatinents  8Ug£;ested'>-a  laan  In  Brooklyn  eont 
a prcccrlpt-lon  for  a fiarnan  salre,  I here  a jjosn 
which  ses  written  to  Helen-— but  yrju  know  the  kind 
of  stuff.  I h' ve  answered  It  oil  and  promised  to 
bring  all  of  It  to  your  attention.  I had  a letter 
froi'i  UloB  ferollne  Derby  yosterday-“vory  nice— and 
I had  tea  with  itlss  Rhoados  and  lilos  Smith  and,  I 
bollfnro,  Wlss  Sawyer  (if  that  Is  the  right  name)  but 
thoy  oRld  t!\ey  were  writing  to  you  th-nt  night, 

I an  planning  to  go  South  In  about 
a taonth.  I'll  drive  one  way  and  go  by  boat  the  other. 
Kolth  will  probably  not  go  with  me.  K«  in  ticking 
off  the  days  between  now  end  time  to  to  Hew 
Haiapshire.  > 


(3i,  dear,  I do  vent  to  bc4  yon. 
don't  you  nil  come  on  hoa»7  ’"TTT7T 


Love  to  rll  of  you. 


Dooreat  Teacher, 

Thl*  from  Carl  SerKlhiirg 
this  mornlnfi.  I helleve  I sent  yrni  hie 
previous  letter.  Such  lettoro,  and  Dr. 
Cobot’a  almost  make  me  think  we  have 
done  a hook  th'it  people  will  remamher. 

I am  also  Inclosing  a copy  of  a letter 
from  Wr.  Allen— though  no  dotxbt  Jie  has 
already  written  you  to  much  the  eniae 
effect.  If  I don't  have  a note  or 

a cable  or  sor.iathlng  from  one  of  you 
before  v«*y  long  to  say  th- 1 you  are 
atm  olive,  I am  going  to  sit  down  In 
the  middle  of  the  floor  and  hnve  a tani»r 
tantrum. 


Love  to  all  of  you. 


Jan\jar7  15,1934 


D«at  Dr.  Allen, 

It  «aa  good  of  yon  to  vrite 
c»e  about  /tfaB  SiAUty  .fl  sad  I am 

glad  to  know  th^.t  you  h->^ve  written  Teacher, 
too.  The  oomnents  UT>on,and  the  rovlewe  of, 
the  book  have  sorprleod  me  as  mch  as  ti.oy 
liave  gratified  ne.  The  earoe  thing  la  true 
of  the  sales-^  tMrd  edition  was  ordered 
last  week.  But  what  has  pleased  me  most  of 
all  Ims  been  hi>vlng  the  friends  of  Teacher 
idio  have  known  her  (as  you  hf.ve)  for  so  ;'iany 
more  years  than  1,  foel  thtit  the  book  is 
true.  X am  glad  to  know  th-’t  you  have  re- 
viewed It  for  the  Outlook  for  the  Mind,  and 
I should  like  once  more  to  th'  nl:  you  for 
the  help  you  gave  me  while  I wf  s writing  it. 

I me^t  to  send  you  a copy  as  soon  it  came 
out,  but  I did  not  know  then  where  to  re- oh 
you,  and  decided  to  wait  until  Helen  and 
Teacher  came  home.  We  had  expected  tiiem  many 
months  ago,  but,  as  yon  probably  iaaow,  they 
are  still  In  Scotland  on  acoounttof  Teacher’s 
;-;eneml  oondltlon  and  the  special  trouble  she 
has  been  having  with  her  eyes. 

With  warmest  thanks  and  appre- 
ciation, I am 


Very  sine rrely  youre 


Janxi/;  ry  15,1934 


Dear  Mlsa  Derl)y, 

T}*nk  yoQ  very  niucii  for 
your  sood  letter  /xtout  ^.e  SiaUv^n  !iacy. 
The  error  In  the  Index  about  t?r.  - cy*a 
death  has  been  corrected.  Re  Is  dead— died 
■uddanly  in  1932— but  there  was  no  mention 
of  tlie  fact  in  the  first  edition  of  the 
book.  The  error  in  your  o\mt*s  nai»e  I sliall 
take  care  of  for  the  next  edition.  I am 
sorry  It  iifty^pened. 

It  pleases  me  more  than  I 
Gtiti  tell  you  to  have  you  like  the  book. 

Tiie  letters  which  I liave  had  from  friends 
who  know  them  lonii  before  I did  hove  been 
a very  special  eource  of  fratlflcrtion  to  me. 
I did  enjoy  doine  the  book— I had  felt 
(along  with  inany  others)  th'^t  it  was  a book 
tliat  sliould  be  done. 

With  my  warmest  tljanke,  I am 
Vary  sincerely  yours. 


} 


3 xUii.Tj  16,1934 


D«^ir  Tir.  Cabot  I 

I tm  :.frr*ld  t}i  t ;j)riQ  :;ul  ;.ly..n  ;*•  cr  o«ea  much  of  ah  .ttiver  virtu*  It 
lias  to  tha  fact  th  t I on  a thorou<^.ly  unoorupuloue  wom  n.  It  wr.s  t^jr  first  thouiaht 
fltoen  1 saw  wh’-  t tlie  story  was  and  how  imich  It  neadad  talllni;  to  gliost-wrtt#  an 
autobiography,  tMhklnc  tha  pi  tur*  would  b*  truar  this  way,  but  I had  not  baea 
long  at  >x)rlc  before  I saw  th't  It  wouldn't  do.  Thera  ware  ta^ny  things  th^t  Itfid  to 
be  said  tliat  k!rs.  Mr^cy  would  not  or  could  not  say,  and  she  was  alra  dy  so  n&arly 
blind  th  t she  could  not  do  tiie  revision  th  t «lb  neoessa^.  Still,  froin  convex- 
a-.tlons  with  her  ind  from  long  nj«nor-n  uns  idilch  she  spelled  to  Helm  and  Helen 
typed  for  oe,  I had  at  least  tlie  slooleton  of  the  i^xolc  otory  from  her  own  lip*.  I 
read  rfi  tevor  1 could  flxv'.thot  ha<l  a boarii^  on  the  subject— iilstory,  blogrf  pby, 
nenolrs,  poorhouse  report*,  etc— rut;  “wrote  li^)  rtl*,lly  to  hor  frlenc.o  and  en«;.le*. 

In  actually  setting  down  the  story  I gnve  credit  to  all  outside  source*.  excL-,t 
(and  this  esema  to  me  tlie  heart  of  the  matter)  to  the  scat  Import  ,nt  one.  th  t Is,  to 
►ire.  hony.  It  lAe  too  ai&ward  n:  ny  time*  tbcntdphnd  a phraee  or  a thought  of  hers* 
in  the  sddst  of  a peragmph  of  my  own  to  ctop  to  soy,  "This  Is  lt.cy  m'  the 
rest  Is  ne,"  hesl  es,  so  olosely  had  we  v*orkod  together,  I wr;*  not  aimye  ear*. 

Much  of  It  come  out  of  conversations  s4'.lch  developed  as  tloy  wont  along.  I ended 
by  weaving  It  all  Into  one  pattorn. 


But  I did  x»t  show  ITn.  Maoy  any  of  tl-.e  nanuecrl-t,  nor  tell  her  shrt 
I me  telng  with  the  osterial  we  had  t Ik^  about  so  atich  until  it  was  all  prrctl- 

^ I ‘I'rfitd  tl't  If  we  oorked  on  it  together 

w detrll  m d lose  oureelvee  In  the  and  rbruali;  ^nc'  yet,  ter, owl jv:  her  as  I did,  I 
toiew  tJi  t In  the  end  the  wne  as  apt  as  not  to  e.  y.  Tear  It  up  ao5  forget  it,"  and 
It  B.1S  cldn  t,  Helen  nA^t.  That  was  the  chfince  I took.  I have  nev  r freed  a 
Jury  of  twelve  good  men  and  true,  but  it  mst  not  b*  vory  different  from  Ai  t I 
^ed  tlte  nomine  1 began  to  read  tlie  mamscrlpt  aloud,  wltli  'irs.  V-  cy  and  Polly 
Ttiomeon  sitting  beside  no,  tjid  ITelon  In  the  background.  I believe  condemned 
prlwnors  »e  given  sonethlng  to  doiden  stmsatloni  I had  nothing.  I read  on  In  the 
^st  horrible,  th*  moet  Incredible  silence  I k.«ve  ever  known  ontll  we  all  broke 
Mwn  over  Jlmnle's  death.  After  th- 1,  It  was  enslor,  but  even  when  we  lad  finished, 
heM  was  not  one  of  us  Aio  could  tell  really  wlirt  the  bofOc  wna  111a.  tte  h--.:!  been 
wved,  but  wo  knew  the  story  so  well  th"t  any  :>oor  word*  were  f;ood  oooug}'.  for  us. 
.one  Of  tia,  I believe,  over  thought  of  It  ne  a lltorory  production,  but  elj^ly  as 
a record,  as  true  as  we  could  make  It,  of  wh»t  had  haj)]!  ned  with  en  u^  of  the  beck- 

J»rP«»od.  I have  not  looked  Inelde  t e book  elnc*  it  wsa 
Jointed.  The  time  nay  come  wlien  I can  do  it,  but.  I shall  not  know  ontll  after  I hav# 
writtm  anotliar  book  how  doeidy  this  one  is  Indebtod  to  Krs.  .oy. 

.....  ^ l*iI>ort.nt  part  of  her  tl:  t is  not  In  the  bonk— at  least 

not  SB  It  should  be—sw’  thl*  is  ty  f«.ult,  not  h^rti.  1 necn  her  r*l»ty  end  exhu- 

I know  I me  mloeliv:  it, but  I coal!  not 

y ” hlnk  I mlgi.t  }-avs  done  bettiT  if  I had  knotn  her  wl;cn  ssh.  was  yxjurer, 

ajTparsnt  tlv-.t  elio  sas  Csclng  th* 

es.  Those  of  us  vl»o  loved  her  hoped  that  ds'ith  would  eave  her,  but  aur 


wiriies  were  not  panted.  Since  tlie  book  wie  r>^bliahed  the  la«t  flicker  of  ol^t 
hue  {;otui,  but  a^e  bae  novar  lost  tliot  rlcti  llvellneoe  shicb  io  so  esiAclslly  hirs. 
X b&ve  never  felled  to  fool  It  wiion  I am  with  her,  bat  to  come  home  ond  write 
about  it  aft«r««rds  is  uomethlng  else  e^'^ln.  I can't  do  it,  any  more  thnn  I could 
ever  write  any  part  of  the  book  at  nl^t.  The  of  wtk'^^t  lay  ahead  for  her 

as  well  ae  tl;o  thotvdit  of  wK-it  lay  behind  always  wrot^t  mo  up  to  tl.  it  I couldn't 
sleej). 


Sie  has  an  anaaing  gift,  of  which  I believe  she  is  entirely  unconecloue, 
of  stiiaul'iting  people,  soraetiu  .-a  of  over^stimulatinc  then.  I mi^it-  have  eald  "me* 
Instead  of  "people*  but  others  h' ve  felt  it, too.  I know  notbln,';  oo  moei.  like  it 
as  the  foalliv:  thr>t  sometimes  comas  at  a symjihony  tdven  the  raueic  ctirrlet  y u out 
beyond  yourself  into  a realm  where  everj-lhing  sceme  jiosslble.  It  vanishos  as  soon 
as  the  oosic  stox)o,  but  it  is  very  reel  while  it  lasts,  and  some  part  of  it  must 
carry  over. 

This  is  the  first  book  I ever  did  in  the  way  X «r.nted  to  do  a book,  thou^ 
Of  a nasber  of  the  editorial  otnff  of  I>snbledcy  IX>ron  end  Oo.  since  1918,  I h»vo 
had  scMao  years  of  8;^)}}reatloecil'.ip  in  ihli;pli^  other  people's  nonuacrlpts  Into  ah'^pe. 
Dy  the  snue  token  I Irve  nevtar  enjoyed  doing  a booh  oo  much.  Mrc.  Uacy  left  ae 
pVrfoctly  free.  It  she  has  a fr.ult  which  is  not  In  tlte  book,  it  Is  one  th't  I have 
not  yet  discovered*  I had  no  limit  tionn  excejit  tlioae  th  t ay  own  laede  of  ability 
lni>ooed  ur  on 

On*!  more  i>olnt.  I have  found  th  t the  oomnents  that  have  ne'nt  tnoat  to 
me  are  thoee  #:lch  J;nve  oomo  fron  other  biogrraliurs  or  from  one  like  yourself  who 
knows  epeoiflcally  td^rt  biogrrpl.y  is.  Tl«3  higiiest  treaeareo  that  the  book  has 
brou^t  me  are  a letter  from  Albert  Ilgelow  I'nine,  a Irjtter  from  Crc:l  Seokiturc, 
an.  the  letter  from  you.  These  1 shrill  keep. 

X -ua  sorry  If  I h*  ve  tired  you  with  nil  U.ls.  Tou  sse  X took  your 
qaootion  literally  shon  p*flrhaps  you  mennt  it  only  rt»etoricnlly.  At  -iny  r"te, 
please  believe  me 


Host  olncerel?  and  most  gratefully  yours. 


'Jr.  nichnrd  Cabot 
101  Brottle  Street 
Cr.mbrldge,  Massachusetts 


Jamiapy  16,1934 


Doar  Ifir.  Sendlurg, 


It  £ VC  no  grc  t ’-le-^^OTe 
thlE  monilEC  to  ron-:.  Mrs.  fnd  Melcn 

Kellor  1 cony  of  yror  note  to  me.  Th»  note 
la  poetry  ao  well  as  appreciation,  end  I 
inew  th  t it  rill  fird  a deep  echo  In  their 
hearts  as  it  did  in  uilno. 

Most  gratefully  yo-nrs. 


Mr.  Carl  Sandburg 
H''.rbart,  Mich.igp.n 


Jnnu'ry  18,1934 


D»at  Ur.  ihiller: 

Thank  yiu  very  much  for 
your  letter  of  January  4 Inqulrln^j  about 
tile  life  of  the  t^e't  Mueketeor,  Arm* 
Sulllvin  hnoy.  The  book  ie  In  the  hfinds 
of  our  kngllth  rapreeentatlve.  Wise 
'^Inifred  Herr.oy,  el«>  la  et  6 Robert  Street, 
Adslphl,  London,  V.C.  2.  She  has  boplee 
of  it  and  will  be  able  to  tell  you  exactly 
*fe^.t  the  eltufition  ie.  I don't  know  «di>t 
appeal  it  may  have  over  tliere.  It  liao  ^one 
into  three  editiona  heie  since  Isat  Septem* 
ber  when  it  wee  first  published. 

Vory  aincerely  ynure, 


Ur.  Frederick  M»iller 
39  Oreot  James  Street 
hndford  how,  London  U.C.  1 


Ill  Tlfth  Stroet,  Garden  City,  I.one  I«land,  K. T. 
Jrjiarjry  22,1934 


0*r>r  Mr.  Baahoo: 


Ml SI  Helen  Xcllor  has  asked  roe  to  reply  to  your 
letter  of  Hot.  11,1933.  The  reason  for  the  long  delay  la  th-t  she 
has  been  111,  in  Scotland,  and  unable,  until  recently,  to  attend 
to  her  correspondence.  I got  your  letter  only  this  rooming. 

She  lias  asl'-ed  ms  to  sf>y  th  t ohe  con;;ldor8  "The  Story 
of  My  Life"  h r best  book,  and  tills  is,  naturally,  the  one  she 
Tould  llkB  to  see  trf:nslr‘.ted  Into  ,\rablo.  Her  other  books  ^re  "Tlie 
World  I Live  In"  and  "Midstroa^  the  Story  of  My  Later  Life."  kll 
of  these  are  autobloi,rni»!ilCftl.  ^e  first  nenwd  tells  tho  story  of 
her  i^TTsat  dellTor-nce  from  deafhoss  and  blindness,  the  aocond 
expl'J.ns  her  lm:;re885.or.s  of  th«^  orld  In  more  dote.il,  emd  the  tl.lrd 
tells  of  her  activities  since  she  left  college.  Thi>re  la  =-leo  a book 
by  Kella  I r'lddy  about  tho  rei»rkable  sonnn  sfco  h s been  her  tsschior 
and  corapemlon  since  she  eas  seven  years  old.  This  vns  published  last 
September  under  the  title,  ".'vime  Sulllv:m  >(acy,R-.e  Story  Dshlnu  Heltn 
Keller."  All  of  these  books  say  bo  had  fron  tlia  noutloda^Dortin 
Bookshop,  ronnaylvanla  Station,  Hew  YopIn  ''Ity. 

I a*  sending  you  a photograph  of  I'lso  Keller 
"llsteml’-g"  to  the  radio  with  her  fingers.  This  w^s  trken  at  her 
home  in  Foreat  Hills,  Long  lalr.nd.  If  there  is  an;  furthfr  infomatl  n 
yon  wish,  please  do  not  heslt-te  to  C'll  upon  lae. 

Very  slnccroly  yours. 


M**.  H. R.  Bashoo 
Governnent  Press 
Bof^idad,  Iraq 


Fetirunry  31,1934 


f 


Deir  Klcanor, 

T)on’t  let  yotir  friend  worry  about 
tho  raeterlal  In  Athene.  The  boy  at  the  desk 
aJ'.oaed  tie  the  notes  that  she  had  left  and  I 
r?n  throufdi  all  the  Itome  In  the  card  catalog 
before  Dr.  Coulter  came.  Henry  Marshall  Is 
Nella  Braddy  under  oxtreaely  severe  discipline 
and  I like  him  suppreosed  when  she  Is  mentioned. 

And  of  courne  I*n  native  to  Georgia,  like 
collard  greens  or  southing.  I ~m  sending  you 
an  autographed  copy  of  Anne  Sulllv'.n  Mrcv  for 
the  University  hibrary.  I don’t  keeji  my  aanuscrlpts, 
and  even  if  I did  they  would  not  be  interesting. 

The  fin-1  one  Is  always  neatly  typed,  and  the 
forty*-odd  that  preceed  it  are  always  lllenible 
evcapt  to  me  and  often  to  me  also. 

ft'e  wore  marooned  at  hone  yesterday  by 
the  snow,  and  It  Is  still  extremely  difficult  to 
get  around.  Hot  so  terribly  cole,  thou^.  He  are 
now  Ip.  the  position  of  not  having  any  ccHafortable 
place  to  be  in,  for  half  of  the  hc.ise  Is  dismantled 
for  the  decorators  (and  the  decorators  ore  still 
snowbound),  we  can’t  get  the  oar  out  of  the  garage, 
and,  on  the  present  train  sc}:edule,  It  takes  four 
hours  to  get  to  New  York.  He  are  both  lon^Tln^;  for 
the  South,  and  Keith  has  been  saying  ever  since 
I got  back  thf  t the  next  thing  we  are  going  to  do 
Is  to  buy  a house  down  there.  We ’ll  come  on  a tour 
sometlnie  to  pick  out  the  place. 

It  was  fUn  being  with  all  of  you  and  I 

ho^  It  won’t  be  lomr  be-f«,—  - 

iong  oerore  we  meet  again. 


Love, 


Ill  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
Uaroh  8,1934 


Dear  Elisabeth,  6 ft 

Toxir  nice  letter  came  ifclle  I eaa  In  the  South  visiting  my  f-^mlly, 
and  I have  been  living  In  a madhouse  ever  since  I got  back,  the  two  chief 
reasons  being  blizzards  and  decorators.  Tills  Is  ahy  I have  delayed  so  long  In 
thanking  you.  The  first  blizzard  caused  something  queer  to  happen  to  the  sails 
of  one  of  our  bedrooms  (the  drain  pipes  froze  and  the  wr.ter  backed  up  or 
something  like  thrt)  and  made  us  decide  to  go  ahead  and  do  something  that  we 
know  we'd  have  to  do  before  the  yeor  was  out,  that, Is,  redecorate  the  house. 

We  dlsnantled  half  of  It,  but  before  the  men  came  the  second  blizzard  struck 
us  and  we  were  snowbound  with  everything  upside  down  and  topsy  turvy.  The  men 
are  at  work  now,  but  I shouldn't  dare  look  for  anything  at  home,  even  so  simple 
a thing  as  pen  and  paper.  Your  letter  was  lost  for  two  weeks,  then  suddenly 
turned  un  In  the  dining:  roonJ 

You  were  sweet  to  write  as  you  did,  and  I appreciate  It.  And 
I ave  been  hoping  for  a long  time  thst  we  could  meet.  I've  heard  so  much 
about  you  fro..  Polly,  and  th  t visit  to  Scotland  remains  one  of  the  high  spots 
In  Ann's  life.  She  often  t'.lks  of  It  and  you.  There  was  an  enclaantnent  about 
It  thnt  you  don't  often  get,  even  when  you  moat  ho])e  for  It. 

We  are  anxious  to  have  Teacher  and  ^elen  and  Polly  c4me  home, 
but  apparently  they  are  under  the  spell  of  ‘'cotland  and  have  no  intention  of 
doing  so.  We  have  all  been  a little  worried  about  them,  but  Polly's  latest 
reports  have  b -■en  onciuraglng. 

Do  you  ever  plan  to  come  to  the  States?  It  would  be  such  fun 
to  see  you  hero— or  anywhere,  for  that  matter— and  we  have  plenty  of  room  In 
our  little  house  to  take  care  of  you.  ^e  decorators  swear  that  they  will  be 
out  In  two  more  weelcs.  If  they  aren't  I'll  either  shoot  them  or  burn  the  house 
down.  And  next  time  I write  I'll  have  some  proper  stationery.  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  again,  nd  please  co.-e  to  see  us. 

With  many,  risiny  tlianks,  I am 


Affectionately  yours. 


March  8,1934 


'>p>r  7!dnr.  Porter, 

Voiir  card  Oi’i.v,  vhll#  I waa  In 
the  ?outh  v'  Itlrg  my  f•n^ly,  th  t U .-hy 
T h YO  not  t)i>ijj!'«.l  you  for  It  y*^t.  T.  h ycn*t 
got  hold  of  n copy  of  th.o  h-.tln  rtfjrly 
ysgRjine,  hat  I'll  try  tc  soon.  '5.]fh,.j;a 
Bremt^no'o  h«3  it. 

Ml  tlio  .torC  I Ir.ve  l».d  lately 
frrrn  Tw<’c:hT  "od  ^clc?.  ‘•nd  Pol'y  c:  trie  to  In- 
(JlC'te  th-t  they  are  ’oing  nicely.  TL^y  ou,;ht 
to  h«;  h' ck  hef'>i*e  tV  i end  of  tlic  cunricr.  I do 
hope  eo. 

TMth  TCny  th'nka  and  a hop® 
that  I shell  see  y>n  before  too  long  a time,  I 
r.n 


7 ,ry  clncarely  yours, 


Mias  Edna  Porter 
Actors  Equity  ■Association 
45  'Heat  47  Street 
New  York  City 

W.T. 


'OtttiT  mT.  HOOi-XUutit 


i!  two  rc^'tiLv  nUout  Iasi 

ijtiu  in  U;at.  «u  ^luu^  uf  tele- 

)Aiioiuxi  tu  lubke  uarwiu  that  I watt  llutouing  thH 
{liixuwu  b f;:>od  Lilt  oX'  tite  aofcau}  lirobdubat . 

other  1h  irn.  mrujy  axa  tiot  iiuo*  It.  Ix’  you 

f^o  to  Uouth  Ax‘c%n  I itopa  you  oill  carry  it  In 
your  ^tocivot  and  read  it  to  nar  aa  you  oiu  to  lm. 
Uuny  i.'oonla  have  oaid  th^t  thay  j.it>teiiao  ^Ith 
tttaxa  in  tiicir  ayes. 

X asi  ai'ruiu  t)mt  X die  not 
indicobe  to  you  }iow  deaoly  I loyceliT  was  tuucl.ed, 
but  you  iau»t  tuiov  tu  >t  vdiun  xui  ordlnni'y  poraon 
finds  herself  in  ono  ot.  the  two  otoat  fr-joous 
places  in  hew  York  City  (i'ltues  Square  being  the 
other)  it  is  more  thnn  e little  d&2.zlird>.'*Wlt *s 
arid"  is  rlyditl 


De 


At  any  rate,  ple..s3  believe 


Kost  sincerely  and  00 st 
appreciatively  youre. 


Vt.  illexandor  Yoollcott 
4b0  19aat  GXi  Street 
Hew  fork  City,  H.T. 


Mnrch  15,1934 


Trtn’-.T  c’-r.r  do  .juch  for  letting 
me  30C  "alcr. letter.  9f  oourre  I ?h;in't  give 
of  It  nut  to  t\a  nresD.  'fh  Tr.r.erg  Ci\ll 
me  3V3rv  weelr  or  no  on’  I toll  thorn 
I nhon't  tol'!  tho:-  ' ro?'- lr,g,  either.  Her 
coble  to  Governor  Moore  gave  ther!  tho  Idea 
thot  ohe  fas  h?c!-  'n  t^ls  coai:ti-;-  nnl  th»  t w© 
TToro  iLoldlng  out  or.  then.  Tl.ay'll  h “o  to  une&k 
t'  cl:  to  .'••void  a hmlwrdnicnt.  I th'll  nt-ay 
non-comlttol  to  the  en.l,  but  oh,  dsiir,  I -lo 
wish  they  ••novlf.  cor-ic  hone.  Put.  don't  be  afreld 
thet  I shall  let  the.  T-nnera  >c\ow  when  they  are 
conln-  (even  i f . I V-now  -nycelf).  I c-n  well 
Irvif-lne  Tan  ah  r sl-ylTV’’  a roperter  at  the  present 
ut’/'o  of  the  rerne,  and  a varv  gool  thing  If  she 
Jld. 

Tf  I "ver  get  t.o  town  again  1*11 
c-’ll  you  up.  Ferhrpa  we  can  have  lunch  together. 

’Tlth  roony  th-nl-3,  and  .all  good 

wishes,  T nm 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Dearest  Toaoher, 

Last  night  Alexander  Woollcott  talked  over  the  air  on  Anne 
ailllvan  ■‘.-icy.  He  had  perfectly  glorious  things  to  say,  hut  you  are  probably 
so  used  to  hearing  glorious  things  about  your  glorious  self  that  they  don't 
mean  anything  to  you  any  more.  But  I wish  you  could  have  hoard  it  just  the 
same.  His  theme  was  tlint  here  (th:t  is,  with  you  and  Helen)  we  have  life  when 
it  rhymes.  He  spoke  of  you  as  a "shining  triumph  of  the  human  spirit"  and  said 
that  a contemplation  of  your  life  should  keep  all  of  us  from  ever  indulging  in 
th  .t  grotesque  pastime  laioim  as  self  pity.  Re  said  the  story  was  supremely 
well  told  by  one  better  equipped  than  he  and  that  he  would  not  have  the 
temerity  to  add  anything  if  life  had  not  witten  another  Chapter  since  the  book 
was  published.  He  called  you  “one  of  the  gre-.  t teachers  recorded  in  homan 
history,"  spoke  of  you  as  one  of  the  women  that  Amerlcaji  had  produced,  tlien 
corrected  himself  to  say  tne  of  the  women  th'-t  has  produced  America.  He  spoke 
of  the  tremendous  work  th  t you  and  Helen  had  done  "so  mo  estly  and  so  gen'^rous^ 
ly."  He  said  that  when  he  was  growing  up  there  were  four  of  his  contemporaries 
that  the  world  watched;  Kllhelmlna,  the  queen  of  Holland,  Josef  Hofmann,  the 
boy  King  Alfonso,  and  Helen  Keller.  He  gave  the  palm  to  Josf  and  Helen.  He 
referred  to  you  once  as  a "Peg  o'  my  Heart"  (that  was  ^dien  you  went  to  Herklns) 
and  spoke  of  the  thrill  that  ho  felt  as  the  world  watched  you  leading  Helen 
out  of  her  prison.  Se  haven't  got  the  ?diole  thing  (he'll  probably  jniblish  it 
in  a rsagazlne)  but  here  is  a quotation  t}i-t  is  to  be  used  in  an  advertisement: 
"An  e:dill era ting  story  superbly  told  and  I wish  I could  find  winged  words  to 
spread  far  my  enthuslama  for  it.  Vthen  a book  so  uplifting  comes  along  I want  to 
fill  a wheelbarrow  with  It  and  go  from  house  to  liouse,  selling  it  where  I can, 
giving  it  if  I must,  but  spre-'dlng 'it  everwhere."  Re  called  it  some\diere  else 
"Miss  Brnddy's  magnificent  blograp';:y"  ^'nd  ended  wlfeh  the  sentence  he  had  used 
earlier  "Life  »dien  it  rhymes." 

He  is  a remarkable  little  man,  the  first  reporter  in  New  York 
City,  and  while  his  main  Interest  in  life  is  gossip,  especially  of  a literary 
kind,  he  has  a strong  deep  vein  of  genuine  feeling.  He  asl.ed  about  your  finances 
(so  mf;ny  people  ask  that)  and  I told  them  that  you  were  all  right,  end  then  he 
said  tliat  if  the  time  ever  came  when  you  were  not  to  let  him  know,  he'd  like  to 
help,  and  I know  he  meant  it.  There  was  considerable  excitement  about  it  at  the 
studio,  a paper  in  Toronto  tele^^rnpl.ed  to  get  permission  to  reprint  it  (per- 
mission refused),  and  Doubleday' s (if  you  will  believe  me)  is  going  into  a 
splurge  of  advertising.  He  says  he  inay  go  to  London  for  a brief  trip  later  in 
the  year,  and  if  he  does  he  wants  to  come  up  to  see  you.  I hope  you  will  let 
him  because  I think  you  will  enjoy  him.  You  will  find  him  most  amusing  and 
most  entertaining. 

The  newspapers  bother  the  life  out  of  me  and  I tell  them 
nothing,  of  coui'se.  Helen's  cable  to  Gov.  Moore  gave  them  the  idea  that  you 
had  sneaked  back  into  the  country  without  letting  th«n  know,  and  a clipping 
from  the  DlnfTwall  North  Star  which  referred  to  the  fact  that  you  had  gone 
South  gave  them  the  idea  th' t you  were  on  tlie  Riviera.  Don't  afraid  th?t  I 
nm  going  to  tell  them  anything  unless  It  is  so  ethlng  you  want  them  to  know — not 
even  the  blessed  nev^s  that  you  were  coming  home  (if  thrt  blesolnf;  ever  comes  my 
way). 


I do  hope  all  of  you  are  well — weller  th  in  c-\n  he  eicpected.  I want  to 
see  all  of  you,  hut  most  eaiieclally  you.  I have  felt  hereft  without  you  this 
past  year,  and  I have  worried  about  you  a lot.  I*d  like  to  see  with  my  own 
eyes  how  you  are.  Oh  how  would  lU:e  to  touch  you  and  talk  to  you  agpiln.' 

My  love  goes  with  this. 


1 

And  30  would  Keith  s If  he  Ijiew  I was  writing. 


IX  I an  at  the  office. 


March  18,1934 


Oeareet  Teacher, 

By  the  tine  yoti  get  this  you  id  11 
no  doubt  have  had  Dr.  Allen »s  review  of  tlie  book. 

It  si.'eios  to  me  to  ohow  a strong  Perkins  and 
(probably)  Kove  bias.  He  was  nuch  niore  cosqpllnentar/ 
In  his  letter  tlian  In  his  review,  and  there  rere 
two  ])oints  tli.’^t  I felt  I ou^t  to  take  him  up  on. 

How  the  hell  can  the  people  he  has  talked  with 
know  idiether  or  not  those  Tewksbury  chapters  are 
over  doaeT  I am  sending  you  a copy  of  the  letter 
I wrote  him. 


The  flower  show  is  opening  at  the 
Omnd  Central  Palnca  to-day  and  tomorrow  nlf^t 
Keith  nnd  I are  goin^;  in  on  a sentimental  journey. 
Ojr  first  outing  together  woe  to  the  flower  show 
nine  years  ago.  Spring  Is  beginning  to  flirt  with 
us  but  we  ore  not  tnklng  it  very  oeriously  yet. 


Lots  of  love  to  all  of  you. 


Utrcli  19,1934 


Oaor  Or#  Alleni 


I htiVe  Just  llnlehod  rMulla^;  y<mr  v«rjr 
thoughtful  review  of  “Anno  Sulllv&n  !!acy"  In  the  ourront 
0'itlQ-,k  f 'r  the  Llind.  It  Interar.to  bc  tt/tt  "mbc*  frlende" 
■ay  t)i^t  tliW  aluahoubo  exi>eriencoe  ore  overdono,  for  thst 
was  the  one  auction  In  which  !*re.  .’Jecy  and  I knew  we 
had  not  i;one  far  enoo*^.  Ve  both  rosllzed  th-vt  the  fall 
horror  of  her  life  there  woe  not  set  dorm,  but  t).e  actual 
truth,  ne  felt,  wea  too  tarrlble  for  print.  I -sonder  If 
these  friends  have  read,  to  oentlon  only  one  aource,  the 
annual  rer^rto  of  the  eU;)orlntendent  of  the  alme’^ouse  for 
the  years  t}u:t  sIjS  waa  ti  ore. 

Of  courss  you  are  right  about  her  feeling 
for  the  Ferkins  Institution,  but  you  did  not  rentlon  the 
resentriont  the  school  lias  for  her,  thougjv  It  Is  Implied 
In  wlKt  you  8Sy.  I w^s  ahadced  at  the  bitterness  iditch 
oentlon  of  her  name  brought  to  ll^it  tliore,  but  p-rhape 
the  reoent:.ter>t  on  both  sides  Is  nfstuml.  Brilliant  nnd 
wayward  pujills  ore  seldmn  happy  In  the  aceden'.lc  world,  and 
the  situ:  tlon  would  probably  h' v«  been  no  different  If 
she  had  gone  to  one  of  the  Bolvoole#  But  you  know 

all  this  as  well  as  I do,  rnd  -ay  purpose  In  writing  Is  not 
to  enter  Into  a disquisition  on  educrtlon,  but  to  thank 
you  for  the  review.  I no  glad  to  hive  a fellow  teacher 
put  down  In  print  the  fact  tli-t  Teacher's  nre  of 

s !.l^  enou^  order  to  warrant  tl;e  eoi*d.,  ."-Tilus# 

^Ith  beat  wlahes,  I om 

Very  nlncorely  yours, 


Hr.  Mward  T„  Mien 
Canbrldge,  'lass. 


Decreat  Taadlior, 


!fcrrti  19,1934 


I don’t  aee  ho*  you  and  Belen 
have  laannged  to  keeji  your  ter.pers  In  tlie  face 
of  the  press  all  these  years.  That  the  U.P. 
should  send  a reporter  up  to  aee  you  In.jUplte 
of  tlie  repootodly  expressed  fact  that  ycu  are 
there  Inr^ely  to  avoid  such  IntruKlona  aeems  to 
nse  a supreo#  outran®*  »t*ry  *as  l.armle*e 
enou^i,  bat  the  atater'^t  tus  mode  (I  haven't  a 
copy  of  my  own  yet)  that  the  country  wee  doaolate 
and  that  enow  was  In  drifts  four  feet  iilcJi  on  the 
way  to  the  oottage.  I expect  Scotland  to  declare 
It  was  In  the  Tribune  this  morning.  It  sns 
arainunced  over  the  radio,  and  will  prciably  be  la 
some  of  the  evening  papers.  And  of  course  In  lots 
of  places  (I  don't  doubt)  highly  oxa^^^jerntted.  Like 
VToollcott'a  saying  tliat  Helen  io  now  your  sole 
link  with  the  outclde  world,  which  was  really 
quite  inaxcuseble,  for  we  had  talked  at  some  length 
about  Polly,  but  It  made  a better  ctory,  and  that 
Is  wh’t  they  wanted.  Lut,  after  all,  and  this  Is 
tl:e  only  redeeming  featxire  of  It,  the  apers  know 
It  Is  because  of  the  deep  conctm  which  their 
readers  have  for  you  and  Helen—it's  the  way  it 
was  Tdion  Kipling  was  in  Hew  fork.  111.  1 can't 
help  feeling  Indignant  that  they  keep  bothering 
you,  th<ugh-  I }iope  spring  Is  coning  and  that 
wd.ll  find  all  of  you  well.  I hope  you  are 
planning  to  come  bade  to  the  States,  If,  and  this 
Is  a big  If,  nr  you  will  stop  working.  Tou  and 
Helen  deserve  rest  and  quiet,  and  no  does  Polly. 

This  goes  with 


rV  love, 


L'6,l[?34 


Ur.  Uenj9Ut 


Wjiuil',  ym  very  Budi  far  your 
Ittter  of  Uaroih  19  ey.prdBBlQ^  tn^arcst  in  th« 
■>c:-e«ai  of  fjum  I mq 

tumltv;  It  over  to  Mr.  OcriBl  Vyt  idw  liandles 
all  8ush  nittera  for  u*.  Ton  will  proli^Lly  h-?£.r 
fron  hin  la  a day  or  two. 

7ar/  sincerely  yoors. 


Mr.  H(»nry  A.  Mecjcu 
A1  Klncet.on,  Inc. 

Suite  3M1-M-3  Squltfl)le  Culldlr-^; 
Hollywood,  California 


n 


Anns  Sullivan  Ifecy 
South  Arcan 
Muir  of  Ord 
Ho88-dilre,  Scotland 


Would  you  mind  If  I sold  motion  picture  rl^ts  Anne  Sullivan 


Uacy  cable  collkot 


Nella 


«^rch  27,1934 


n«ar  Allan, 

J must  thcjiic  you  for  ywir  letter, 

Ik  uo  axoctly  touched  mjr  haert.  After  all.  It  Is 
a hleeted  tfilng  to  W«t  It  l«  not  the  bltter- 

nes«  and  hut  t!.s  nchievenert  and  tiis  t;lory 

tliut  rill  ha  rep>eT!her&dj  «nd  to  feel  ttir.t  the 
tvouh'e  le  iioporfcjnt  only  insofar  as  It  contributed 
towards  tho  build  In^  up  of  that  gv«it  str'jcture. 

I JtnoTT  tlifct  your  letter  elll  please  T<adisr— *I  am 
scdl.17;^  her  a copy  of  it. 

ttth  deepeet  cretltude,  I obi 
<^!03t  eincforely  yonre. 


Itt’e«rd  All-u 
Coalrid-f^,  'User chusetts 


1 


\ 

\ 


V 


March  37,1934 


Daarest  Teacher, 

Here  Is  a copy  of  Ur.  Allen's  letter  in  answer  to  edne.  I like 

it. 

Testerday  I had  a letter  from  a man  in  Los  Angeles  asking  about 
motion  picture  rl^ts  to  the  Jwok.  I turned  it  over  to  the  gentleman  here  who 
handles  such  things,  an^  told  Mm  that  I should  never  consent  to  selling  them, 
even  if  we  had  a definite  offer,  without  your  permission.  I talked  with  Mr. 
Doubleday  (Russell)  about  it,  and  he  said  that  if  we  got  real  money  for  it 
ho  thovi^t  it  wotild  bo  a good  idea,  and  that  the  picture  would  not  liurt  your 
reputation,  Helen's,  or  mine.  But  I feel  that  this  decision  (If  it  should  come 
to  the  point  of  having  to  decide)  shiould  be  yours,  and  not  mine.  I am  writing 
you  so  that  if  you  get  a cable  from  me  you  will  know  what  It  is  all  about.  It 
will  bo  all  right  with  mo  wh'.tever  you  do.  After  all,  our  primry  purpose  in 
doing  the  book  was  not  to  laake  money  (it  would  be  a good  Joke  on  us,  if  it  had 
been,  wouldn't  itT).  Reviews  and  comments  keep  coming  in  and  I am  hearing  from 
friends  tliat  I have  been  out  of  touch  with  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

Xelth  nays  he  is  going  to  write  to  you.  He  has  some  clippings,  1 
believe.  He  la  free  of  his  book  now,  and  we  seem,  not  entirely  of  o\ir  own 
volition,  to  be  entering  a gay  social  life.  Pour  mrtles  in  a row,  which  is 
•diat  we  liave  Just  had  is  too  much-'-niucdi  too  much.  The  house  is  all  clean  now 
from  top  to  toe,  but  we  think  we  are  going  to  have  to  put  on  a new  roof.  Isn't 
that  disgust ing7 

Many  thanks  for  the  nice  English  review.  There  is  still  talk  of 
on  edition  in  England,  but  I believe  nothing  definite  hai  been  decided. 

It  is  raining  this  r.iornlng— a dismal  foggy  rain — but  we  have  had 
at  least  a faint  touch  of  spring. 

Please  tell  Polly  to  tell  me  how  you  are—exactly  how  you  are— 
and  how  she  and  Helen  are.  Tqu  have  no  idea  how  much  we  want  to  see  you  on 
this  side  of  the  water. 


My  love,  as  always  and  forever 


Mcoorandua 
7or  Hr.  Nye 
?roin  Urs.  l^enney 


R«  ARNT:  mTLI.IVAH  M.'.CT 


I h«d  Jilr»idy  vvitttfn  to  >frs.  Uacy  about 
lior  porr.ila8lon  for  motion  piotviro  nt:i;otlatlon 
fihon  ynir  inoaorandmi  ocria.  Thlo  givta  hep 
tha  V.clqproond,  and  If  J'er.Jou  comet  throu^ 
with  n definite  proposition  1 rill  co.ble  her. 
rerhnpo  I shall  hrve  a lattfar  from  hrr  by  the 
time  we  hear  fro?«  Itn. 

1 Ofiree  with  you  that  tlxe  chRnces  for  notion 
picture  oale  are  very  ellglit,  ^tnd  I am  Tory 
mcJi  obliged  to  you  for  botlierln^^  wltli  It. 


Moroh  39,1934 


mrci:  30.1934 


Derr  Ml«a  ^Ite, 


I 823  TTltlnf,  to  than],  you  for 
your  retxirhahle  let  ter  concerning  'j.r-c  ]:al  Hvaw 
jiiSi-  plt^.se*  ill*  more  than  I car  tell  you  to 
have  you  think  5»o  hl^vly  of  the  book,  -»n^  I ihls 
deeply  Interested  In  sdj^^t  y ni  «eld  about  your 
clilldhood  •■McJ.  had  so  many  footures  In  cemron 
slth  t!  it  of  little  Annie  r'^Jlllvsn.  Tou  are  quite 
rlgk*^  th-t  the  early  pert  ufis  rot  sjraf^jerated. 

8 ther  the  contrary.  There  were  many  thlngo  thot 
ee  felt  aere  ais5)ly  too  airful  to  put  doTO  In  print. 
And  you  oro  ri<;ht  ugala  tb  t Faedinf;  Fllla  Is 
a ch-ermlng  place  to  look  upon.  I Inve  been  there 
alone  and  alao  with  Uro.  Kacy  and  ^elon  teller; 
under  all  aa  ecta  it  aee-aa  to  proclaia  (aotrever 
deco;.'tlvely)  "Hare  la  iieacel"  I am  glad  you  hod 
the  boolce.  I can  well  laGglne  wiiat  they  rauat  hf  ve 
ne:int  to  you. 


I am  saving  your  letter  to  read  to 
.'!t3.  Hacy  wliosi  tf  -.o  corat  a hack  I'Ton  Scotland.  I 
Joier  It  will  Intereot  and  please  hor  aa  It  did  me. 

1th  aciny  thr-sika,  I ara 

Very  oincerely  ymrs. 


Mlaa  Nellie  O'Connell  tfhlte 
16  Corona  Ave. 

Elmhurat,  T.ong  Island,  K.T. 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


120I-S 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a fulhrate 
Telegram  or  Cable" 
gram  unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a suitable 
sign  above  or  preced- 
ing the  address. 


WE 

UNION 

kj  p A ^ Ea  J. 


SIGNS 


DL=  Day  Letter 


( 19) 


NM  — Night  Message 


^L  = Night  Letter 


R.  B.  WHITE 
PflESIOENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


J.  C.  WILLEVER 
FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


LC  — Deferred  Cable 


NLT  = Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  Hling  time  as  shown  in  the  date  lino  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  oil  mesaagea.  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Received  at  70  Main  St.,  Hempstead,  N.  Y,  1934  APR  ' ' *"  " 


NBP8  VIA  RCA=CD  URRAY  17  11/1230 
LC  HENNEY= 

111  FIFTH  STREET  GARDENCITY  NEWY0RK= 


m 9 2s 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

OAV  LETTER 

DO  NOT  WISH  MOTION  PICTURE  OF  ANNE  SOULLIVAN  MACY= 


TEACHER, 


WESTERN  tJNION  MESSENGERS  ARE  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DELIVERY  OF  NOTES  AND  PACKAGES 


^ T 


A-prll  12,1934 


De-  r ??r*.  ^hni 


This  l9  In  reply  to  your  letters  of 
Kftrcii  24  to  Oonhloflay  Doran  and  Co.  anii  to  me.  First 
of  all,  I want  to  thanTc  ymi  for  your  Rood  words  about 
ray  book,  Anne  SulUvan  ^rcy.  As  for  the  footnota 
concerning  the  biimlng  ef  Helen's  books,  I shall  be 
only  too  glad  to  ch»nnge  It  If  the  staterror'.t  is  untrue. 
At  the  tl>ne  the  report  came  to  this  country  (May,  1933) 
V.  Miss  Keller  cablsid  Oeraany  to  protest  against  ouch 
Vestment  not  merely  for  her  books  but  for  any  botfci. 
She  received  no  denial,  'nd  there  were  eye-witnesses  to 
the  fact  that,  at  lo&'t  one  of  }.er  bool^s  was  biinied. 

It  was  a regretable  piece  of  folly,  of  course,  and  both 
Mlse  Kelltar  sad  I vaould  be  happy  to  lenm  thet  It  is 
not  true.  Slie  h«s  wrlttMi  a letter  to  !tr.  Otto 
ScliraiHBi  about  the  omtter,  and  I ais  keening  In  close 
touch  with  har.  She  Is  In  Scotland  now  and  It  trances 
a little  while  to  get  letters  hack  and  forth,  but  you 
may  rest  assured  that  Tiion  ahe  is  convinced  (She  was, 
of  course,  closer  to  the  Incident  than  I)  I shr-ll  be, 
too,  and  the  footnote  will  be  changed. 

With  best  rlshes,  I an 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Helene  Hahn 
Hellbronn  nia  Keckar 
Oernfiny 


/ 


} ' 


Ueooran’un  for  Ur.  Vye 
Tram  Mra.  Henney 

I ci^bled  f-lrs.  Macy  ittion  I Kob  your 
mamornn-um  and  ahe  says  *Ro thing  doing." 

I am  sorry,  and  I ass  eaneclally  sorry  for 
the  trouble  that  it  has  csauaad  you,  but 
this  settles  It.  We  can't  go  ahead~at  least 
I would  never  be  willing  to  go  aliesd  without 
her  conscmt. 


Aurll  12,1934 


A..rll  12,1934 


DMrest  Wasketeers, 

Thanks  a lot  tbr  the  cable  about  the  motion  picture. 
I hated  to  bother  you  with  It,  but  there  was  an  agent  writing  rather 
urgently  and  I had  to  give  him  an  answer.  I think  It  Is  a wise  declslnn 
not  to  go  ahead  with  It.  If  they  were  to  make  a picture.  It  would 
probably  bear  so  little  relation  to  Teacher's  life  that  none  of  us 
could  recognize  It. 


That  letter  of  Helen's  to  her  Geraan  publisher  was 
one  of  the  most  bracing  docoraents  tlwt  has  cone  my  way  In  a long  tlaie. 

All  of  the  good  old  fire,  the  good  old  fitting  spirit  ses  In  It.  The 
news  from  Scotland  has  sometlmss  been  so  somber  that  I have  let  myself 
believe  that  maybe  Teacher  and  Helen  were  thr  lu^,  but  tiiat  letter 
showed  me  how  blind  I was  to  think  that  o ny thl nic — bl indness . carbuncles, 
smashed  hands— -anything  would  ever  finish  them  off.  By  God,  It  was  greatl 
Because  It  was  am  open  letter  I showed  It  to  the  New  York  Times  and  they 
ran  a story  about  It.  I am  writing  today  myself  to  Mrs.  Helene  Kahn  who 
apir.rently  called  It  to  Injtz's  attention. 

Have  you  received  copies  of  the  new  edition  of  "The 
Story  of  Uy  Llfel"  It  is  very  handsome,  I think.  I sent  "Anne  Sullivan 
Urey"  to  )ilB8  La'slter.  No,  we  don't  think  here  that  the  handling  of  ^He 
Irlsli  Catholics  has  anything  to  do  with  the  sale  of  the  book.  Snail  ao 
tlie  sale  is.  It  Is  rather  outstanding  tlds  season  when  at  least  one  b"!ok 
thnt  I know  of  got  on  the  list  of  best  sellers  with  4000  copies.  Of  canrse 
"Anthony  Adverse"  Is  another  story,  bi;t  It  Is  one  of  those  publltfilng 
freaks  th  t we  all  hope  for. 

About  those  Porto  Rican  letters.  I think  they  are  In 
Torest  Hills.  TqU  remember  I took  In  a groat  load  of  stuff  one  day  an:^ 
was  planning  to  bring  In  everything  or  else  send  It  to  the  youw-atlon. 

I know  that  a lot  of  Helen's  letters  were  In  It.  If  you  can  tell  me  how 
to  get  Into  the  house  and  whore  to  look  after  I get  tl.ere,  I 'll  bo  glad 
to  see  If  I can  find  thorn.  As  I said  before,  anything  that  Helen  wants 
sh.c  can  have.  I h-’ven't  thrown  any  of  It  away.  Axil  whether  or  not  she 
gets  her  book  published,  I think  for  her  own  satisfaction  she  ought  to 
write  It.  Her  picture  of  Teacher  would  be  different  from  mine  (so  would 
anybody  else's)  which  la  all  the  more  reason  shy  she  should  paint  It.  Tell 
her  that  I want  to  help  her  all  I can.  niy  doesn't  she  try  an  article  for 
the  Atlantic  '^‘onthly  on  it  first?  I don't  think  she  would  have  the 
slightest  difficulty  In  selllrig  It,  esreclally  If  It  was  about  Teacher 
during  these  Inst  few  months  with  llluralnntlng  flash-backs  at  the  earlier 
parts.  She's  got  to  have  a point  of  view  that  she  hasn't  used  before,  and 
after  all,  she  has  already  written  a good  deal  about  Teacher  already.  I 
wlsli  I could  talk  to  her  about  It.  You  remember  we  had  an  Idea  of  doing 
a book  of  Helen's  articles  with  "Three  Days  to  See"  as  a lead.  An  article 
which  could  go  Into  such  a book  would  be  splendid,  I think,  and  should 
bo  done.  But  If  she  wants  to  write  a book  as  long  as  mine,  let  ,er  go 
ahead  and  I'll  do  all  I can  to  see  th  t It  Is  published.  But  mbllsMag, 


DOUBLEDAY,  DORAN  AND  COMPANY  inc.  GARDEN  CITY,  NEW  YORK 

COUNTRY  LIFE  PRESS 


nice  nearly  everythlnf;  else,  ain’t  what  It  used  to  be, 

Keith  has  boon  at  home  this  week  with  a congeeted  lung.  It  Is 
clearing  up  and  I think  h6  will  be  able  to  go  back  to  the  office 
Monday.  I an  going  to  try  to  get  him  to  New  Hampshire  as  soon  as  possible 
for  a week  or  two. 

Glob  Is  still  holding  his  Job  with  the  Cornell  advertising;  com- 
panjn-he  has  had  it  for  more  than  a year  now-  gets  $25  a week,  which 
1s  not  enough  to  support  seven  people,  esijeclnlly  when  he  started  out 
under  a terrific  handicap  of  debt.  It  Is  the  severest  sort  of  discipline 
for  him  to  make  hlraself  submit  to  the  9 to  5 grind,  but  he  has  stood 
up  under  It  wonderfully,  ffe  are  taking  Nadine  over  the  Farmlngdale  on 
Tuesday  for  a t.b.  test.  She  has  not  been  well'~-an':  now  prepare  to  drop 
dead— there  may  be  another  babyl  This  Is,  of  course,  a very,  very  dark 
secret,  I knew  about  it  because  she  came  to  me  to  borrow  $25  to  go  In 
to  a gyp  doctor  to  see  if  anything  could  be  done.  I knew  that  she  was 
ill  so  I turned  her  over  to  our  docbtrs.  'A’e  have  the  greatest  confidence 
In  them  and  know  that  th.sy  will  do  Tdiat  Is  beat  for  her.  She  frels  better— 
at  least  In  her  own  mind — now.  But  Isn’t  It  sickening? 

Good  heavens,  I’ve  already  written  you  a treatise,  and  there 
still  seem  to  be  a million  things  to  say.  The  check  I've  written  you 
about  before,  Polly.  It  came  out  of  the  royalties,  and  Poacher  agreed 
at  the  time  that  I could  pay  it  back  to  her.  So  that’s  that. 

I'll  gather  up  some  newspaper  clippings  and  send  them  to  you 
as  soon  as  I have  time.  I am  at  the  office  now.  The  house  has  been 
horrid  for  the  last  week  with  men  fixing  the  roof.  After  the  debris  of 
the  blizzard  cl  ared  away  It  began  to  leak  like  a s^feve  threatened 
to  wash  all  our  new  ppper  off  the  walls.  It  Is  all  rl^t  now,  s»nd  daffodils 
are  blooming  In  the  house,  so  the  outlook  Is  Improving  all  the  time. 


Lots  and  lots  of  love  to  all  of  you. 


April  16,1934 


Dearest  Te  cher, 

Trazler  Hxint  Just  called  to  f^t 
your  adriresB.  He  la  aalllng  for  Lonion  with 
Mrs.  Hnnt  and  aay«  you  nuat  n«t  out  tlie  doge  to 
chase  them  asay~they  are  cocsing  to  see  youl 
They  will  he  at  the  Curzon  Hotel,  Curzon  St. , 
London.  He  hag  just  done  a very  graceftil  and 
lovely  thing  for  yon  and  Helen,  hut  maybe  he 
has  told  you  about  it  already.  If  he  hasn't,  he 
will. 


Keith  has  been  In  bed  a wedc 
with  a congest sd  lung.  Better  now  and  he  hopes 
to  be  back  at  the  office  day  after  to-vnorrow, 
the  big  dope. 


Vlserable,  rainy  weather.  The 
book  keeps  on  selling— slowly,  but  it  does  keep 
on,  which  is  something. 

Love  to  all  of  you. 


®.y  doesn't  Helen  write  an  article  called 
"^ere  the  Book  Left  Off"  or  sonethlng  of  the 
kind,  or  did  I suggest  this  before? 


i^oroorandum  for  Uios  Uomstoolc 
r'rom  5irs.  Henney 

Hare  is  the  Sngliah  vorsion  of  my  book.  On  the  whole  1 think 
the  ii:an  they  hired  for  it  did  a very  good  Job  with  the  iditing,  but  there 
were  soma  deletions  that  i did  not  ai-prove  and  certain  stuff  that  he 
left  in  which  1 thought  could  come  out « 1 have  therefore  gone  over  it  all 
(several  ti.es)  and  it  is  acce^tablo  to  me  as  it  stands.  If  ho  nakss 
any  further  changes  1 must  knout  about  them.  1 am  sending  a duplicate  to 
firs,  ilacy  asking  her  to  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Muller  herself  if  slie 
wishes  any  modifications.  1 will  agree  to  anything  she  says. 

As  for  the  spalling  of  anastasia,  1 always  bow  to  the 
BUieriority  of  the  !-'.asculine  mind  on  such  import  nt  points.  1 like 
aHShdaP  better  than  Quasi,  but  he  can  have  his  way  on  that  too,  only 
in  our  simple  fashion  we  do  not  in  this  country  spell  it  cuassl. 

1 believe  this  is  all.  'flaank  Miss  Nernay  for  sendizig  over  Mr. 
Allan's  letter.  found  it  icost  entertaining. 


May  2,19d4 


a,  ‘f 


Dearest  Taaoher, 

it  has  bean  so  long  since  I have  written  I’ve  forgotten 
where  we  left  off.  Share  are  i,robably  a lot  of  things  that  1 intended 
to  send,  but  if  so  1 don't  ioiow  what  they  are  now.  Anyway  1 am  fceei-ing 
eve  ything  here  so  that  we  can  go  ovei  it  when  you  come  bacfc.  Keith  in 
the  meantime  has  had  the  flu.  1 believe  he  lias  written  you  about  it.  It 
left  him  with  an  infection  in  the  nerves  of  his  bacic,  something  liice 
shingles,  only  without  the  erux-tion.  He  is  oettar  now — in  fact  has  been 
to  the  office  for  a few  hours  once  or  twice — but  for  two  or  three  days 
ho  could  not  gat  Ujj  am  ao-'®  without  hsl>. 

1 have  had  the  English  ^agas  of  my  book  here  for  some- 
thing tiiora  than  three  weeks  and  have  bean  going  over  the  outs,  cursing 
myself  from  hell  to  leru  all  the  time  for  aver  having  consented  to  such 
a thing,  not  brcause  1 don't  think  an  aoceitablo  story  can  bo  made  out 
of  it  this  way  (1  am  sending  you  a duijlioata  so  you  can  sea  just  what  has 
been  done)  but  because  it  came  at  such  a time.  'I'hero  are  certain  passages 
in  it  which  1 think  are  certainly  not  of  as  much  interest  to  Jngland  as 
they  are  to  the  U.S.,  but  on  the  whole  1 think  the  man  they  hired  for 
the  job  die  very  wall  with  it.  1 didn't  agree  with  soma  of  the  outs  he 
mace,  and  so  had  to  go  b?iOk  over  it  all  several  times.  Keith  has  reread 
it  too.  'iha  story  is  now  sijaedad  up  ana  1 rather  think  it  is  more  li^e 
the  kinu  of  book  that  .razier  Hunt  wanted  in  the  first  place,  oortain 
things  too  hiiva  to  be  underlined  for  Americans  which  the  ..nglish  and 
the  boots  seem  to  understand  instinctively.  1 an  sending  it  Oaok  to  hr. 
.'iuliar  at  the  same  time  this  goes  to  you.  "ill  you  gat  in  touch  with  him, 
please,  (by  way  of  roily)  if  you  vant  anything  done?  How  neny  thousanus 
of  tines  i have  wishaa  you  were  hare  to  talk  to.  Svery thing  would  be 
much  easier  . 


liy  collage.  Converse,  is  giv  .ng  me  an  honorary  U.A. 
degree  on  "ay  H8  on  tiie  strength  of  the  book,  which  they  feel  is  a 
great  contribution  to  education,  flat  is  as  high  a degree  as  they  are 
empowered  by  their  oh.irtar  to  give,  so  it  still  leaves  me  far  bahim  you 
and  Helen  in  acadeznio  honors.  1 hate  the  whoie  idea  of  going  down  and  all 
the  fluo-dub  connected  with  it,  ano  if  it  were  another  institution  i 
might  be  able  to  refuse  with  some  grace. 

1 stay  pretty  busy  at  the  plant — sor;B  of  the  work  very 
interesting — but  there  has  oaen  lO  much  in  the  way  of  redecorating  ^he 
house,  illness,  and  one  thing  anu  another  tijat  i have  not  oean  getting 
vary  far  .i  th  any  kiiid  of  work  outsiua  the  plant,  -e  don't  have  to  work 
on  Saturdays  any  mure  until  September  aid  i hope  to  put  that  arctra-.  day 
to  good  account,  o are  planning  now  to  spend  the  second  weak  in  June  in 
iiew  Hair.pshira.  Keith's  assistant  will  bo  in  tlw  office  by  that  tlM 
and  it  will  be  oompAratively  easy  for  him  to  get  away. 

6 both  want  to  know  how  all  of  you  are.  ilease  sone  of 
you  let  us  have  a word. 


This  goes  with  our  love 


«ajr  17,1934 


\ 


Dear  Wr«. 

Indeed  I do  remember  the 
"ChioJtan-ple  House. " Vy  mother  was  a Pryor 
from  Sumter  County  and  we  uoet'.  to  visit 
our  relatives  In  th^t  tiart  of  the  country 
nearly  every  suaaer. 

The  only  thing  I can  tell 
you  do  do  with  your  manuscript  ie  to  send  It 
to  a publlalier.  I do  not  have  inything  to 
do  with  deciding  on  whether  manuscripts 
submitted  hers  are  acceptsbls  or  rot,  but 
If  you  will  sloqdy  address  It  to  Doubleday, 
Doron  and  Co.,  O-irdon  City,  JT.T.,  it  will 
receive  a c jrsful  reading.  If  lb  is  not 
aocejjted  here,  the  next  thing  tc  do  Is  to  try 
another  publisher.  It  Is  a slow  and  tedious 
eey  of  going  about  it,  but  It  Is  the  only  one 
I know. 


Tiis  best  of  luck  to  youi 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


i 


\ 


S.M.  McAfee 
Port  Valley 
Georgia 


V4ty  22,1934 


D«areat  Te-'icher, 

Here  la  4 little  box  nhl<Si 
appoiirod  In  the  Fereld  Tribune  this  morning. 
Appcrantly  Woollcott'a  enthu'^l^ri  cerriee 
over,  oven  now  thnt  he  hee  had  time  to  think 
about  It. 


T)iere  Isn't  imidli  nese.  There 
wasn't  any  sprln/^  but  miiwner  Is  here.  Hobert 
end  Bobsy  end  the  baby  are  on  their  way  to 
Annapolis  by  way  of  i)ublln.  They  rill  be  at 
the  Havsl  Acadwny  for  a stretch  now.  I aa 
leaving  for  Spartanborg  Thoredsy  night,  petting 
baol:  here  Tueeday,  Aolth  leaving  Sunday  I'or 
Fhlladel^ia,  getting  book  Tiurertay.  T>;e  end  of 
the  next  woek  we  are  going  to  b'ew  Hnnpahire  for 
a wosk.  I may  "be  buey  at  the  plant  all  fiuiwner— 
but  maybe  not.  It  will  bo  determined  vor:,  shortly 
and  I don't  much  care  either  way. 

Keith  la  about  over  the  elilnglee, 
bi.t  tie  noede  roct.  He  Is  reading  galleye  on 
"'Electron  Tubea  In  Industry,"  his  late  it  ojus 
and  has  promised  not  to  b^ln  another  book  until 
fall.  He  Is  pl.-nnlng  to  spend  at  least  one  woek 
out  of  ev«*y  month  In  Hew  Uompshlre.  When  I enn't 
go  with  him  someone  else  rill. 

Kllaabeth  Boln  .iont  me  John  Buchan* 
"Uontroae."  I tiaven't  had  time  to  look  at  it,  but 
I thought  It  awfully  nice  of  her  to  send  It. 

*When  sire  you  coming  home?  Ton  all 
seem  eo  far  away. 


■1th  love,  ae  always, 


Recent  Books  I Have  Liked  | 

ALEXANDER  WOOLLCOTT:  Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  by  % 

James  Hilton;  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  the  Story  Behind  S 

Helen  Keller,  by  Nella  Braddy;  Experiment  in  Auto- 
biography, by  H.  G.  Wells. 

WILL  GUPPY:  The  Golden  Vanity,  by  Isabel  Paterson; 

The  Cold  Journey,  by  Grace  Zaring  Stone;  Brinkley 
Manor,  by  P.  G.  Wodehouse. 

HARLOW  SHAPLEY : Numerology,  by  Eric  Temple 

Bell;  Tale  of  a Shipwreck,  by  James  Norman  Hall;  £ 

Anthony  Adverse,  by  Hervey  Allen.  1 

CARL  VAN  VECHTEN:  Nijinsky,  by  Romola  Nijinsky;  m 

The  Quest  for  Corvo,  by  A.  J.  A.  Symons;  Portraits  f 

and  Prayers,  by  Gertrude  Stein.  g 

DUBOSE  HEYWARD:  So  Red  the  Rose,  by  Stark  f 

Young;  The  Cold  Journey,  by  Grace  Zaring  Stone;  t 

The  Folks,  by  Ruth  Suckow.  j 

DOROTHY  CANFIELD  FISHER : The  Forty  Days  of  \ 

Musa  Dagh,  by  Franz  Werfel ; The  Folks,  by  Ruth  l 

Suckow ; Life  a la  Henri,  by  Henri  Charpentier  and  4 

Boyden  Sparkes.  » 

EMILY  CLARK:  The  Goldeti  Vanity,  by  Isabel  Pater- 
son; Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  by  Branch  Cabell;  So 
Red  the  Rose,  by  Stark  Young.  , 

_ ^ % 


J’jly  6,1934 


Dear  }'ls«  rewallj 

I 'bcliove  t • Inoloaed 
SOWtjr/?T1Cr  CltO’plTVTB  will  iji'O  you 
you  -ant.  Tho  only  thln^;;  I can  t.l  ink  of 
to  add  l8  that  Convorce  Collegw  (ray  alna 
•anter)  fj-ve  ne  an  honorary  M.A.  dogre® 
at  connenceraont  this  yo^’T.  fo^" 

n Bolootlon  from  ny  work  I should  think 
that  one  of  tha  o&rlltu*  chant ern  of  Afiaa 
?^  jillv<!n  ‘<icy  or  norhaoi*  the  very  last 
chapter  night  answer. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


UisB  Irene  Powell 

G.3.C.V. 

Milled^'evilLe,  Qa. 


Augiiat  2,1934 


Dearest  Polly, 

1 am  aendlng  A^.S.U.  this  morning. 

It  will  taka  a day  or  ao  to  get  "This  Bewildered 
i^orld,"  but  I will  s«md  it  ae  soon  as  it  comes. 

?rith  it  too  I will  send  a little  book  of  poems 
which  we  have  Just  published  which  is  malslng  quite 
a stir  in  ti^e  world.  The  author  is  a young  Aoericsn, 
a Rhodes  scholnr,  and  he  is’  the  first  young  poet 
in  many  years  who  is  able  to  write  without  whining. 

It  is  tremoidously  refreshing. 

So  glad  to  hear  that  Teaoher  is  better. 
And  Helen.  Tou  hive  been  fortunate  to  bo  away  from 
Lo^  Island  this  suianer.  The  wo'^ther  (much  irgiroved 
rt  Tisntly)  >ias  been  insufferable.  Re  h ve  scaped 
sonfc  of  it  by  being  in  New  Hampshire.  Keith  is 
goi^;  tip  again  week  after  ne:xt.  We  have  been  able  to 
rent  the  ploce  during  the  time  we  were  not  tbkeetdo 
use  it  ourselves.  We  don't  ch-^rge  much,  but  it  helps 
pay  this  taxes. 

1 hf-.ve  bean  busy  hero  at  the  plant,  but 
it  is  a day-to-day,  hand-to-mouth  sort  of  thing  which 
has  got  to  bo  settled  one  way  or  the  other.  I’d  like 
to  stay  one  more  year  for  a variety  of  reasons,  but 
I have  reached  the  point  now  whore  I don't  much  care. 

Ann  is  arriving  to-morrow— will  probably 
not  be  here  very  long.  More  later. 


Love, 


JJo  venter  12,1934 


Oear  l!r*  Woollcottt 

Tour  attentions  to  llrs.  ”acy 
and  15133  teller  have  t<j©n  chfimlne— an:=  exactly 
rlgl:t.  Tlic  prl  ,lle<ie  of  uoln^  the  ff  mma  C:.r||eler 
t;lves  Iflss  Keller  nad  Miss  Thotaoon  an  lllual^ 
of  apace  and  freedoa  sSiether  they  take  advantage 
of  It  or  not.  I cannot  toll  you  how  ::Jich  Jlro. 

!%cy  l;as  enjoyed  the  Intinacy  of  the  little  touqueta 
and  alie  haa  not  been  above  enjoying  the  ulocoo- 
flture  of  her  admlrera  tdio  have  been  sending  big 
stalwart  bunchta  of  tliings  that  had  to  et?nd  on 
the  other  side  of  the  rooQ«  Si:c  has  had  three 
blood  tranafuaiona  (this  1b  confidential)  and  Is  , 
better  but  xlll  be  In  the  hospital  several  wedcs 
longer.  There  will  be  two  o *r: tlons  on  the  eye 
end  there  Is  a chouce~very  allfjit  but  a chance 
all  the  sncj©— that  a aimll  port  of  her  sight  con 
be  rostoredr-perhaps  enou^i  to  o-ke  It  ijosslble 
for  her  to  nove  around  her  own  house  without 
buiai)lng  Into  things.  5Te  are  all  very  grateful  to 
you. 


Sincerely  yours. 


54r.  Alexander  oollcott 
450  East  52  Street 
New  York  City,  N.T. 


February  18,  1935 


Dear  fJrs.  Shite, 

I am  ashamed  th';t  I have  not 
written  to  thank  you  for  yoxar  letter  and  the 
review.  I had  the  pl».  sure  of  reeding  both 
to  Krs.  )lBcy  three  or  four  days  ago.  her 
appreciation  goes  to  you  along  with  mine.  I 
think  honorable  mention  is  n great  deal  In  a 
contest  of  that  cr.gnltude. 

I think  I have  a duplicate 
copy  of  one  of  Eazlitt's  books  of  esoayg.  I»ll 
try  to  locate  It  within  the  next  few  days  and 
send  It  to  you. 

All  good  wishes  to  you! 


F«brunry  J6,  191^6 


^ I 


D«:r  sirot 

I very  laadh  Intere^Ttcd  In  the  aiujnjmus  oi*tlcle  la 
tlut  ’f  rch  ioiiue  of  ,crll<Ki;r*n.  **Ae®  JoF*,"  took  a 

rasga^e  from  ay  book,  **Ann«  3allivnn  U<>.cy"  oa  Its  at.-irtlng  jalnt. 
("la  rmy  old  peroon  roally  hoppyT").  This  la  not  the  flrot  tlae 
the  paaao^  haa  Irnan  fire.  9u>rtly  aftor  the  bo<^  naa  riubliahed 
J!r.  F.^.  Wilson  In  the  liev  Tork  ?lao8  said  tkrt  "In  the  entire 
rrji^  of  lltemtxira  It  to’jI  not  be  oaoy  to  find  an  epllofno  so 
bitter  na  this.  Inscribed  on  tlxe  printed  page  by  a hand  th:t  has 
been  dedicated  to  a benevolwice  so  contirA^ualy  forgetful  of 
»elf."  Like  your  nnonyaoua  aath,or,  he  cited  Vo^*rt  I'rovnln^'s 
fai‘X>U8  llnoa  from  "Rnhcl  Ben  Fsra"  In  rebuttal,  but  neltl.er  pointed 
out  th' t Bro’-nlng  wrote  tl.ao  before  bo  hln/self  had  qualified  aa 
an  "old  rm»"  He  eaa  fifty-two  ahen  the  Tioets'uae  publl9l;ed— only 
a few  years  older  tlmn  ’ir.  Alexander  "oollcott,  for  exa.-iple* 


Ur.  nllaon's  con.ent  brou^t^proopt  dcrdnls.  Hera  la 
a typlc/'l  one  fron  a eoncr  Journall  ’t  of  sixty  who  la  still  raidi 
too  lively  to  find  "the  sunshine,  the  dlstnnt  sail,  the  !^iliaserin(g 
sand,  the  little  sandpipers. ..en'lrely  sufficient"  f or  L<ar  onjoy- 
oants.  "He  seemed  to  think  tiiere  was  i^aat  bitterness  there,"  rfw 
wrote.  "I  don’t  see  It.  ;’ould  not  nny  iHjrson  of  a sceptical  turn 
of  ralnd  and  of  abnormally  active  tern?  ora:2er.t  (stor  JlY  ’’Ctlve)  feel 
th.  t soy  about  old  .ace*  So  bunk,  haa  been  written  about  the 

•boauty  of  oi  l oge*  th  t ?»t'.on  anyone  cotaea  out  with  tiio  truth.  It 
la  dubbed  blttsmesa.  I havo  for  long  felt  Just  na  Hra.  'acy  does, 
but  I am  Cvrtalnly  not  bitter." 

The  neanlnc  of  old  tu;a  le  so  pwraonal  and  Inilvldual  a 
matter  tluit  ohat  one  eaya  la  not  apt  to  hold  for  nnothtr.  In  jx>lnt 
of  years  I hrve  ns  yet  no  rluht  to  apoiak  exempt  to  say  In  jMsslnc 
that  I have  found  maturity  a nudh  happl(*r  time  tj..<,n  youth,  but  I 
have  friends  In  their  middle  thirties  and  early  forties  for  idiom 
this  Is  not  true.  I am  sure  tb';t  no  one  would  wish  to  t."!:#  from 
your  nnonymoutt  author  a aln^la  one  of  har  diarminc  contented  days, 
but  Is  It  quite  fair  to  h”Ve  one  »}io  la  In  full  jioaseaalon  of 
health  and  sight  oomp're  herself  with  one  sbo  la  blind  and  th.uro- 
fore  unable  to  read.  111  and  th‘?refore  unoble  to  wnlkT  J'ra.  .’  'icy 
has  built  her  life  U’x>n  a rvlce  and  today  finds  herself  unnble  to 
sorve.  Those  In"  oialt'»blc  ehoulders  thr;t  hn'-e  nleaye  helped  Helen 
Keller  boar  her  bordene  ore  no  longer  equ.nI  to  their  t ek,  and  yet 


,1 


s I4T3.  Ji^cy  lies  st  hone  in  pnia  nnd  dnrknsss  there  is  never  a 

n<.‘ver  on  hofor  w!.en  she  is  not  plnnnii^  Tor  Helen's  future. 
She  could  he  hAppier  if  wwe  laore  selfish,  but  In  the  prohlnm 
th-t  corA-onts  her  is  it  likely  th- 1 the  lUtle  smiih)iper8  on  the 
he»;oh  could  he  of  audi  help  to  her—oven  if  she  could  see  theoT 

;>*ay  I ask  si^  your  author  rtsap.ined  anonjDOUs? 

Tory  alnoesroly  yours. 


Scribner's  ’>^a*lne 
Charles  Scribner's  Sons 
597  fifth  Avenue 
ITew  fork  City 
!»«w  fork 
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April  19,1935 


Dear  itr.  Allens 

It  Is  very  remiss  of  me  not  to  linve  written  sooner  to  thank 
you  for  yoTir  work  on  my  hook  shout  Helen  Keller's  teac};er,  Anne  Sullivan 
'acy.  I was  a little  nppalled  niien  I knew  that  it  liad  to  be  reduced  in 
size  for  cutting  down  was  something  I could  not  have  done 

myself,  for  I was  auch  too  close  to  the  rtmterlal,  I am  glad  it  fell  into 
such  capable  hands.  There  are  five  of  us,  for  we  Include  you  now,  to  rhom 
th«t  book  has  a special  meaning,  but  If  you  had  used  your  pencil  rlth  less 
s'.clll  the  four  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  would  never  have  liad  this 
opportunity  to  declare  themselves  so  deeply  and  so  happily  indebted  to  the 
fifth.  The  conr-ents  from  yotur  country  hsve  pleased  us  very  much,  ond  we 
are  all,  dear  Ur.  Allen, 


Most  gratefully  yours. 


June  as,  19C6 


Door  Mr.  Sand  bur  gi 


Thank  you  verj'^  raocli  for  the 
copies  of  the  pieces  Iron  your  Mote  Book.  I 
shall  tree  sura  than,  but  first  they  slisll  go  to 
a-iURda  irtiero  Miss  Keller,  iirs.  Uacy,  and  Jilss 
Thomson  are  spending  the  suotut.  i!ps.  Macy  is 
very  ill.  T};e  eye  operation  aas  not  a succees— 
no  f-:ult  of  the  doctor's,  but  of  t’je  tx)or  old 
eye  itself.  Soniotiaea  slie  a.n  distinguished  lifdit 
from  darkness,  sometlcas,  I am  nfrnid,  not  so  ouch 
ns  thr.t,  &nd  beeides  slie  is  rnach  of  the  time  in 
gre-  t bodily  pain.  !?e  hojie  th»t  the  aunner  in  the 
woods  Till  help,  but  often  re  feel  th  t tl;e  kindest 
hope  is  for  release.  Of  course  all  this  is  dreadful 
for  Helen,  but  she  beers  up  wonderfully.  She  still 
hns  the  strength  thnt  a crisis  der-ands. 


I cannot  think  of  any  visit  thnt 
would  give  her  loore  pleasure  than  one  from  you,  and 
I thin’i  perliaps  you  might  be  surprised  at  how  -mrh 
genuine  enjoyment  she  gets  from  music.  Any  time  thnt 
th^  are  in  Forest  i^IIIb  (and  thnt  will  probcbly  be 
moat  of  tlio  tl;.T6  nuxt  alnter)  I am  sure  they  would 
be  dellglitad  to  see  you.  And  I hope  you  ttIII  let 
me  sit  In  a corner  of  the  room  on  the  day  you  come. 

I hnve  herrd  your  songs  and  guitar  once  and  should 
like  to  henr  then  again. 


I an  'orry  not  to  h-'ve  th«nked 
you  sooner  for  your  letter,  But  I v.®b  away  from 
the  of  lice  I- st  aek  and  my  .noil  "■  s not  forwarded. 


yours. 


Ver;;  sincerely  nnd  very  gratefully 


Kovwnber  5,  19:i6 


Denr  Mra.  Hnrrla, 

It  was  very  thouf!iht.ful  of  you  to  send 
me  copies  of  tlie  fine  column  on  Anne  Sullivan  ;tacy.  I 
sun  sorry  not  to  have  aolcnovledged  them  sooner,  but  I 
hove  been  busy  In  Forest  Hills  with  Mias  Keller  since 
October  15.  She  and  Jier  comp-  nlon.  Kiss  Folly  Tliomoon, 
sailed  last  nl^t  for  Scotland  for  a few  weelcs*  rest. 
Tou  will  be  Interested  to  know  th' t yo\ir  column  has 
already  been  put  Into  braille  so  th-t  Kiss  Keller  c n 
have  It  under  her  own  fingers.  It  was  B{’>alled  to  her 
as  soon  as  It  came. 

I often  think  of  our  pleasant  meeting 
In  Hew  York  and  hope  th  t you  and  Mr.  ^rrls  will  let 
me  know  ^en  you  come  to  the  city  again. 

Very  sincerely  and  very  gratefully  yoxii 


Mrs.  Julia  Collier  Harris 
TJie  Chattanooga  Times 
CSiattanoogn,  Tennessee 


Ill  FIFTH  STREET 

GARDEN  CITY.  NEW  YORK 

Novamber  8,  19J6 


Oear  '{elan  aad  Polly, 


This  la  a report.  I shall 
time  to  time.  ,Vo  anowor  required. 


send  you  Tne  from 


of  all,  here  is  the  check  for  Helen's 
royalty.  I am  keeping  the  statement  in  my  folder  for  two  reaeons: 
it  Is  bu  ky  to  ^il  and  you  will  ne.d  it  in  making  up  income  Z 
returns  (it  would  be  Just  one  more  thing  to  have  to  remember  to 
bring  back  home).  I presume  it  should  be  turned  over  to  Judi-e 
icharda.  Let  me  know. 

I drove  In  yesterday  morning  to  see  Herbert 
and  get  the  clippings  about  Teacher.  Herbert  is  bur8tln<r  with 
plans  or  making  the  place  more  comfortable  for  both  of'"  ou  a.od 
baaing  with  happiness  with  the  thought  that  he  is  able  to  do  it. 
ihe  dop  were  frisking  about  among  the  leaves,  except  aida  who 
TOs  being  very  motherly  in  the  baseoBnt.  The  pupoies  are  beglnnini’ 
to  scamper  around}  before  long  will  be  out  of  the  box  and  all  ove^ 
the  place.  They  are  altogether  enchanting,  but  you  both  know  that. 

K..  .u  4 Armenian  Evan;ollcal  Church  in  N.  y.  wanted 

len  to  be  their  honor  guest  at  an  an.aiversary  dinner  at  the 

^ of  illiam  Collins  Sons  and  Co. 

Ltd.  in  Glasgow  (no  less)  wrote  asking  ’elen  if  s e would  be 
interested  in  writing  a sketch  of  her  life  for  a children's  book. 

® f®®  for  reason 

fel  vLtS  I ^ him  that  the 

fee  (ould  laake  no  great  di  ierence,  whatever  its  size,  but  that  it 

was  not  likely  that  she  could  find  time  to  do  it,  what  with  t .e  «my 
elands  were  piling  up  in  her  absence,  and  su  gested  that  he  might 
take  an  extract  from  the  Ctor-  of  "y  Life.  £ am  sue  this  could  be 
arranged  through  the  publishers.  I don't  think  it  is  a thing  that 
elen  should  bother  with~there  is  too  much  ahead  that  is  really 
important.  I go  into  such  detail  on  it  because  the  request  comes 
from  your  own  neighborhood.  I did  not,  of  course,  tell  him  where  you 
^ oossible  that  he  nay  find  out  and  approach  you.  Except 

or  these  two  letters,  Herbert  has  attended  to  all  that  as  come  in. 

f busy  with  the  article  on  Co'^oher  this  week- 
wd  ^d  wish  the  two  of  you  wore  here  to  go  over  it  with  me,  butt  even 
it  is  a great  relief  to  knor;  that  you  are  out  of  the  country^and 
away  frOT  the  constant  nagging.  Please  get  all  the  rest  there  is  in 
_ ootland.  Jake,  who  is  here.  Joins  I'elth  and  me  in  sending  love.  You 
are  very  precious  to  all  of  us,  to  none  more  t an  to  me.  )gy 
devotion  to  both  of  you; 


sea  her. 


Please  give  my  love  to  Elizabeth  ain  wh-n  you 


tM 


HoTembor  13,  1936 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly, 

I aa  Banding  you  a copy  of  the 
• rticle  I wrote  on  Teacher  for  t);e  '•Outlook  for  the 
Blind, ^ It  leaves  for  Scotland  on  the  sane  mesBenger 
service  thnt  t>>kes  it  In  to  the  Foundation.  It  woe 
the  moot  difficult  assignrrtent  I ever  had  and  I am  sorry 
you  both  were  not  here  fto  go  over  it  with  me.  I have 
tried  to  set  the  key  for  Helen,  to  establish  something 
we  cnn  build  on  later. 

Sverythlng  is  serene.  I’ve  had 
about  half  a doaen  letters  from  Hebecca  Jiack.  She  says 
she  will  not  write  to  you  until  Christmas.  An  aunt  of 
l'>ers  in  Wontgorasry  died  the  other  dnjr~“she  says  Helen 
knew  her  very  wall.  I’m  to  see  Urs.  Vaughan  one  evening 
next  week  and  sholl  try  to  explain  to  her  thot  she  l>as 
been  living  under  delusions  the  last  few  years. 

Must  get  to  work,  'ly  desk  looks 
as  if  a hurricane  had  stnud:  it. 


Love  to  both  of  you. 


Movaober  13,  19.56 


Dear  Mlaa  tioKayt 


Hara  la  the  artlola.  I hope  It  la 

what  you  want.  II  .^u  Laslbla 

.hould  Ilka  to  meOce  thaca  myoelf  ond  If  It  la  poasioia 

I alwuld  Ilka  to  aae  proofa  before  tha  article  la 


I want  twelve  ooplea  of  the  oogaalne 
In  <diloh  It  appears  -ind  I wmt  to  pay  for  them  at 
the  rei^ular  rataa. 


Very  alncerely  youra. 


UlsB  Evelyn  McKay 
The  Oatlook  for  tha  Blind 
Amnrlcrn  found- 1 Ion  for  the  Blind 
15  Veat  16  Street,  New  Tork  City 


Ann®  Sulllv.n  ifc.oyj  World  Figure 


It  «n®  not  nnd«*  her  own  nea®  ao  nudi  aa  un  lor  th' t of  her  celebrated  pupil 
th-.t  Anne  Salllv  n Hftoy  boo^ine  a world  ftgore.  a.a  au®  known,  -’a  ®be  wlahed  to 
be  kno.m,  md  nhe  will  be  ranonbered,  na  ott#  wlalied  to  be  ronenbered,  aa  Helen 
Xeller'a  toficher.  She  hnd  no  other  «ill,  but  hor  achiewenent  with  thla  olngle 
one  has  placed  her,  by  general  acolanation.  In  the  ijonthaon  of  greet  teachers  of 
all  tine.  She  wt^a  not  vitliout  forerunnero,  but  her  work  eea  original  In  the 
way  Inpllsd  by  George  Santayana  when  he  eaya,  "t^-lglnallty  find  genius  -not  be 
largely  fad  and  raised  on  the  ahouldors  of  oono  old  trridltlon."  She  had  the 
tradition  (th.ou^  It  ana  not  old)  in  tho  accompli nlmant  of  Or.  Saruel  GrHley 
Howe  with  Laura  Brldgnan  and  other  deaf-blind  upllo,  but,  to  uae  the  lords  of  th 
Kdue  tloiKil  Ini?tltiite  of  Scotland  which  node  l.er  an  ^'<mor''ry  fellow  In  193J, 
alio  proved  herself  "to  be  n teacher  of  genius  rtio  made  dlocrlnlnate  use  of  all 
known  nothode  of  read  ing  the  child  mind  and  hatrsolf  devised  many  others  idil(^ 
anticipated  aona  of  the  beat  fe  turoa  In  present-day  te-iolilng  pr  actice."  (iftro. 

Racy  wouli!  not  approve  the  ’.sord  "gsnlue"  in  this  naragm’ii;  for  her  ecke  I point 
out  th:  t It  Is  in  quotation  mrke). 

The  words  "liberator,"  "ecrnclp.'  tor,"  and  "deliverer,"  applied  to  her^as 
they  have  been  by  Dr.  Mnrla  "onteaoorl  (#io  also  nailed  hor  a pioneer).  Dr. 

Harry  Kmerson  Fbs  Ick,  her  I-rltlsh  rnbllahere,  editorial  writers  from  San  Fr  nclaoo 
to  7-agrab,  a«l  othera^nr#  aynonyooua  with  the  word  "te&cher."  ^-vr  taal;  wti«i  she 
wont  to  Helen  Keller  nearly  fifty  yestrs  ago  eas  to  liberate  a eonl;  It  ess  the 
kioc!est  of  all  good  fortune®  that  g^v9  her  a soul  worth  liberating.  "I  ba^/o  never 
thought  th  t I deserve  more  j ralse  th  n other  te  ch^rs  who  give  the  teat  tuA*  the^ 
have  to  their  i/arfla,"  she  sold.  "If  their  eomoat  efforte  h vo  not  roleeaed  an 
Ariel  from  the  Inq^rl nonlng  oak,  it  le  no  doubt  because  tliere  hee  not  been  an 


'rtbl  to  roleoso." 
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M(Klttsi  to  an  alnoot  abnontil  d«^:raa,  *ha  novar  mrta  any  claioa  for  haraklf. 
but  aduaitora  Ilka  tlia  lata  Or.  Alexander  Crahoni  Ball  and  tha  lata  Dr.  Daniel 
Colt  Ollnan  of  Johns  Hopklna  Onl varsity  ware  quick  to  recognise  tha  "wiado«  th  t 
guided  her  aothode"  and  the  unlvarsallty  of  tbalr  appllfftlon.  It  wa  Or.  Bell*a 
hope  tbi  t after  Oalen  Keller*e  oduc  tlo»  ana  flnlohed  her  taachor  could  be 
peraoadad  to  uoa  her  "brllllrnt  o.bllltloa''  for  the  benefit  of  othor  te  ehera  of 
the  donf,  but  Tialen'a  capacity  for  uaefulnosB  grew  aa  aha  grew  and  by  the  tlae 
aha  ana  groduatad  froa  college  her  teacher  had  IrreaoC'bly  iaclded  th  t the  beat 
aay  aha  could  aoraa  the  aorld  aaa  to  contlmio  to  earra  Helen. 

Thle  aaa  thm  docialon  of  a aupraoely  unself  I aotaon,  Int  It  aaa  aaore  th-.n 

that.  It  aaa  the  dedalon  of  an  artlat  alth  on  Inatlnot  for  perfecting  rti  t he 
hna  cre-^.ted.  S2»o  ana  never  ao  cruelly  wounded  as  when  It  aaa  said  th-.t  Helen 
could  not  do  without  her.  She  g?iTa  all  aha  had  to  naka  Helen  leller  a flrae  and 
l&lopendent  wonan;  har  Ufa  (and  Hal^i'a  too  aa  aha  aaa  It)  ana  a follura  If 
Halan  ana  not  ouch  a womn. 

Sha  reeo^sod  th  t Hiaa  Kallar*#  afflictions  set  llndta.  Always  Mlaa 
Kallar  aiat  hcao  a guiding  Imnd  In  hors,  belonging  to  one  rt»o  c-n  aao  and  hjar, 
a hjind  th  t nnvoa  swiftly  In  finger  apalllng.  attached  to  a bmln  tl^nt  can 
Intelligently  tr- nanlt  to  her  the  detolla  of  dally  living  In  a houee  where  dally 
living  vibrates  between  the  poace  of  dooeatlclty  anci  the  urgoncy  of  jiubllc 
supplle  tions.  Such  a tuind.  In  addition  to  har  tanker's,  Mlsa  Keller  bae  had  for 
t tqnty>tao  years,  the  h nd  belongs  to  Mlaa  Polly  Thomson,  and  It  la  no  sll#ht 
thing  th'>t  In  their  grief  she  nnd  Helen  have  the  deep  aatlafnotlon  of  knowing 
that,  na  ‘*ra.  ‘Vicy  lay  ill  and  blin<l  and  helpless,  they  were  able  to  prove  to 
her  th-t  ehe  had  not  f'^lled,  th  t what  she  had  arotq^ht  would  llva  after  her,  that 
Helen  Keller,  alone,  will  continue  to  fulfil  her  high  destiny. 

It  aaa  slaoys  difficult  to  dr  g »*ra.  ’tiey  Into  the  ll^t  of  yubllc 
ap’Trobotloni  except  among  a few  her  swine  waa  not  rooognlxwd  until  recant  years. 
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TMntyodlitbfc  years  after  Ulaa  X«llar  eaa  forraelly  adialtted  to  the  ranks  of 
edomtod  somon  by  {pRiduatlni;  from  Hadellffe  Collofs,  T(mq;>lo  Qalvaralty  la 
Philad«l](^a  croaDod  her  tsachar  with  the  };onor.jry  ds^ss  of  doctor  of  Rucans 
Letters.  It  mas  t)is  only  college  legrae  she  ever  reoelTsd  (though  others  sere 
offered),  bat  In  every  distinction  given  to  Helen  ^le  had  her  reword.  That  same 
yoar  slisn  the  tMwslty  of  Olasgov  mde  Ulss  Keller  a Doctor  of  Levs  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Halt  a;x>ke  of  It  "In  esaeDce.  If  not  in  fora,  a doable  lionor."  ex- 
plaining that  In  honoring  Wlas  Keller's  tritanph  "we  honor  also  the  friend  and 
taadier  whose  devotion  rm  whose  gmius  rendered  th  t triaaq;h  {losslble.*  In 
1931  the  King  of  1W7>sl'3Vla  mnde  ^4rs.  Mney  a meciber  of  the  Order  of  St.  Sava, 
the  Saint  who  -^reeldee  over  e<hur tlon  In  th  t country.  Per  last  public  award 
who  ah/ired  on  agual  tsrtna  with  her  mpll.  Two  ve^e  before  her  death  the 
Roosevelt  *%morlal  Aeeocl  ?tlon  amotnoed  tK  t their  amml  medals  were  to  be 
given  thle  yerir  to  >^re.  Anne  Sal'-lv-a  P.ioy  and  Uisa  Helen  Koller  "for  a ooop- 
«ar>tlve  fjchlevenont  of  heroic  char  cter  and  far-reaching  significance."  Hiny 
laurels  have  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  tluot  a<^leveent,  but  a catalog  of  the 
honors  th' t Mrs*  lb)cy  *on  is  not  so  In^ort  >nt  as  the  qualities  t)«t  suds  hsr 
sllglbls  for  tlkoo* 

Thaie  qualities  never  deserted  her.  Th«  word  that  pulsates  throu^  the 
story  of  her  upward  clloib  is  "Indomltabls."  froo  the  context  it  Is  obvious 
th  t those  who  used  It  meant  "unoont^uer^ble,"  but  tliey  spoke  more  truly  than 
perhaps  they  luiev.  for  the  word  iw  derived  from  two  L- tin  roots  aeenlng. 
respoctlvely,  not  and  to  t-ne.  Wot  to  be  taned.  Hot  ever  to  be  t-med.  f>n-  of 
her  l<’et  plane.  t«rrtfylng  to  all  who  loved  her,  w^s  to  tour  the  Utolted  St  tea 
In  on  autonobils  with  a friend  oonaiasioned  to  sounr'.  out  |iubllc  opinion  in 
ndvoncs  of  the  r residential  election,  nly  the  fact  th  t she  had  to  spend  most 
of  the  socBier  In  a hoi^it-'l  kept  her  from  doing  It. 
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Sb*  hnd  o tTirtulsnt  aoul.  drlvan  b/  a nlnd  tb;t  nor«r  icava  har  reat,  but 

aho  h'urborad  a cora  of  flodllka  potlenoo.  Hot  tha  dull  p-Alonea  of  tha  copybook 

cnxlBo  (In  neiihor  f<)ult  nor  alrtne  mo  siha  oaar  doll),  iiut  with  ian^p.tlon 

ll^tlne  tha  aay  to  a c’latpnt  gonl  aha  could  ba  patient  beyond  nort'!  balief-- 

and  furlnoaly  la^mtlant  alth  'Whoever  or  ah  tovor  got  In  tha  any. 

Har  lno«ln  tion  ns  a poet's,  had  mdi  In  coamon  with  th  t of  the  3alf> 

In  ured  poet,  jihilly  Dld^lnsoai 

"To  auka  a pmlrla  It  t ikes  a cloverr  snd  one  baa,— 

And  ravery. 

Tha  rerory  plooa  will  do 
If  boas  ora  few*” 

But  It  w-s  nourlahad  by  a rich  back<5Powid  of  living  nerer  lont  contact  with 
raollty,  though  nt  least  two  f'?lry  otories  onn  bo  pludcad  fron  the  f&brle 
nhlch  Intarwuavas  her  Ufa  with  Helen  Kallor'o* 

The  first  Is  thnt  of  a holf-bllnd  Irish  wrxif  idio  freed  herself  fron  con- 
flnenent  In  a atpio  Institution,  oecured  an  eduestlon,  re^ppined  her  al^t,  and 
lived  to  stond  before  Kings,  to  win  honage  from  all  the  world,  tarl  at  the  lost 
to  be  received  Into  the  grant  Hatlonal  Cethadra,  the  first  womn  to  bo  adadtted 
on  her  own  .’oerlts,  with  tho  Bishop  comparing  hor  to  Florence  Bl^tltigale  and 
deol  ring  th^t  her  servloo  to  Helen  wns  “utterly  ranlniscent  of  ni«  iSio  restored 
non  and  women  to  the  norm-.l  woye  and  habits  of  life,  and  In  mny  rei^octs  the 
nearest  opt-rorlmtlon  4f  TJlvlne  eervlce  of  which  this  generation  h-.e  knowledge." 

If  Jftm.  ti'.oy's  were  the  fonlllor  Anerlonn  suocess  story  of  overoo.Aing 
natcarl- 1 handicaps  to  reap  rldi  «aatarl  1 rewards  Uile  would  be  tho  pLaoe  to 
asiphaslze  her  oarly  yenro  when  the  fl^t  wee  against  atiualor  and  norXactff  but, 
apian  ;id  as  th  t victory  was.  It  was  dwarfed  by  the  trioarhe  that  foUowad. 
^<roonlng  obotooloa  was  not  eo  nifjit  It  waa  the  building  vp  afterward  th;>t 
eountad.  Thle  ana  trua  la  her  own  life  and  in  her  work  with  Helen  Kel  or.  She 
hod  only  b4{pn  with  Helen  i4^en  she  hod  eooled  the  romporte  of  deafnese  and 
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bllikliweo.  U0T9  Tlttil  ma  th«  qu«»Uon  of  t Rtlsn  ahouLi  do  with  h«r 
froodooj  It  h«3  bo«o  tho  Miy  she  bae  uaad  It,  ovon  n»r«  than  tho  tny  ri-.o 
gaiaod  It,  tbnt  hns  ocid*  th3  world  clt^lah  c<nd  odoro  her* 

The  mjt  aius  ealnod  It  i«  the  eaoond  fnlrj  atory,  a t^le  of  eSi^c. 

To  have  It  allied  a cdnicle  bccaiuo  a t»«aoni)lica,  nad  tofora  Ealan  wns  out 
of  her  *tecna  she  left  off  being  a (^ild  to  becoa';,  not  a wotmn  tut  a la^jend, 
ismu  the  legend  waa  winging  ita  flight  to  Croece  end  Eomanla  ajsd  Frnnce,  to 
JtogLmd  and  India  end  Ameaila,  to  Jopnn  and  India  ind  Sian  until  preciently 
thore  wna  no  country  whore  It  haf  not  txjen  told.  It  grew  on  a founditlon  of 
drudgory  t»y  a vision,  <*ich  enkss  a dlfforenoe),  but  It  K«a  never 

ofirth-bound.  It  belonged  to  a phanton  <9orld,  a pl-.ce  of  ohndowB  -ind  silence 
and  >)nr.cfie38,  but  It  carried  a mooefigo  of  llhi  two  aonen  bee-  me 

CAj<>(.XyU>^>-002_ 

ayobola  of  hope^toftthe  deoolate  naai  lonely,  the  affll  ted  on  broken-hearted. 
**ThOBe  two  lovely  wonen,"  Carl  Sandburg  celled  tlioa,  "otr  nge  hoc  . use  t)ay  h-'ve 
becoioj  30  Intimte  wltli  the  otmeturo  of  shndowa,  ftnlll  r beojuae  tliey  opeok 
a alaiple  longuogo  close  to  all  hujrj''4a  atru,;gloro*  Tell  them  Dnt  to  aoae  of  us 
they  are  beautifully  haunting  In  the  wey  that  all  grmrt  and  brave  adventurers 
aro."  This  was  a few  yenre  ago  after  'Ye*  Ifecy  hnd  Joined  her  pupil  In  the 
long  darkness* 

The  hone  of  tho  tsu  wonon.  In  WTenttinn,  ’''soachusatts,  a»l  lot  r In 
?orest  Hills,  *160  York,  become  on  extroordln-  ry  conbln  tlon  of  sanctuary. 
International  bureau  of  Infortetlon,  "nl  house  of  frolic.  *'rs*  'Vey  found  the 
world  vivid  n’  exciting  'n*  knew  how  to  wike  It  so  foar  others,  oven  for  one 
deaf  an"'  blind  who  could  know  Its  actu  llty  only  tljrough  touch  an'  eciell*  oh# 
know  to  lure  tliooa  who  came  (.an;  they  came  froai  ovorywliore)  Into  giving  the 
beat  xkmak  tlioy  hnd  ao  she  could  si>oll  it  Into  Halan's  luind* 

One  who  hie  never  spelled  a genor  1 convtfraatlon  into  Htlcn’s  h nd  is 
not  • pt  to  know  how  te<llous  sudh  conv  rs  itlonn  c- n be— how  r«i  etltious,  how 
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trlTlal*  how  ae^ty.  J'xtom  Uos'^all  knew,  n ni'tar  th«  palilljatlon  of 

hi»  Lira  af  3o— he  fou&l  th  » wore  -frsld  to  swet  his  leet 

he  write  tiioa  loxm  in  • tx>olc  be  rajln-ied  tiieB  th.t  the  roOi-irdlng  of  Or. 

Jolinton's  oon'/oroation  was  a T>t?cult,  J xmdort-.king  ind  th  t "th;;  convers' tloas 
of  pooipla  in  urw  by  oeans  of  thfrt  nuture  aa  to  b«iur  ttsln^  rof^iatorod, 

i&i  th  t the  t ek  of  lioing  It  would  be  oxoaedin^y  Irhooiao  to  ae." 

ihre*  Urej  auved  hersolf  frotc  Irksomoneoe  by  koevlag  the  talk  lively 
an  siiiiul-  tlu£«  Sho  did  it  noaotiuoa  naklnj;  Quci^tiimo  (mver  personal 
gasstlono;  reticent  hernelf,  aha  reopocted  the  rotlcetxsea  of  others);  sons- 
times  by  (duxlltm^ng  on  ootabll'ihad  belief  (for  these  atie  Ijad  no  renpeot);  and 
soaotlnos,  if  all  else  fr>iled,  by  irrit  tin^;  the  Bind  of  her  ;^st  itntll  It 
rearoaled*  had  an  Irish  flair  for  politics,  afco  read  "everythlni^  or  had  it 
read  to  her.  Ro  subject  woe  taboo  and  fow  vital  eubjucts  ro.iainod  untouched. 

Sho  «is  the  eontao^r'try  of  «i<'itever  group  surroualed  her.  and  ^ile  aba 
had  a tTroaenoa  iriilch  forbade  In^ertlnenoe,  she  had  e young  resilient  odnd  vhleh 
Invited  forthrl^tness.  Ho  one  ever  felt  th  t he  aunt  poll  his  i)oncIies  boeause 
she  one  on  older  eoaon,  and  '.any  a peroon  elseidiore  dr'<b  In  dt  scour  os.  our~ 
I^rieed  hin.elf  when  he  wis  face  to 

face  with  her  by  sudlenly  coming'  to  life  and  plunging  vigorously  Into  the 
'iori:vngo.  The  boll  went  hi^  inbw  tba  air,  not  to  touch  ^prount!  again  until  It 
was  ttae  to  aay  goo’^nl^t.  tnd  goodni^ite  cBe  late  In  Foreat  Pllle* 

"They  told  rae,  Reraolitue,  they  told  ae  you  were  dead, 

*hoy  broTi^iit  ao  bitter  no^  to  liaar  and  bitter  tears  to  shed. 

X ''si>t  ae  I reiie  bored  iiow  often  yau  and  I 

Rad  tired  the  sun  with  tnlld.1^  and  sent  hla  down  the  sky.* 

Mrs.  %cy  was  mthless  vhcwi  she  had  to  be  and  she  taade  oRsnlee,  tut 
sho  had  on  attribute  ohlch  tapered  everythin#’  td\o  dl:i.  The  lorld  reoognlted 
it  bec/.uee  Hiey  saw  it  shine  uj«n  Helen  ’feller,  but  It  was  not  reserved  for 
Helen.  The  last  p.jrson  Ao  cone  into  her  life  eaa  tl«  nnrae  who  took  onre  of 
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h«r  rturlae  fln-l  wa«k«  of  ond  fs  lllng  hop®,  and  It  «»•  to  thl« 
Rttrlbat®  thnt  th®  nurn®  paid  h®r  trlbot®:  "It  vt®  not  Hr®.  Wnoy's  gre->tn®®« 
th' t and®  n®  lov®  h®r,  it  «o®  her  s«®etn»ae.* 


November  34,1936 


Dear  Ura.  Harrla, 

So  far  aa  I know  your  article 
has  not  been  ;jut  Into  braille  for  the  {^neral 
use  of  the  blind.  It  vns  copied  for  Wlas  Keller 
personally.  I think  It  irould  be  eplenlld  If 
the  Episcopalian  woraen  would  give  It  a wider 
clrcul-  tlon. 


I sh:  11  be  very  happy  to 
present  the  Chattanooga  Library  with  a copy 
of  Anne  Sullivan  M«icy.  I am  aadresalng  It  to 
you  80  thst  it  will  be  sura  to  get  to  the 
proper  library. 


I am 


tilth  best  wishes,  as  always. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Julian  Harris 
7 Bluff  View 
Chattanooga 
Tennessee 


Thanksgiving  Evening 


M . '2-  lo  j 1 *1  4> 


Dearest  airls. 


erbert  had  dinner  with  us  today  and  there  was  iiuoh 
talk  of  you  and  Teacher  and  Forest  1111  s.  Elizabeth  T.awrence  was 
here  too  (you  roaenber  that  she  was  with  us  last  Thanksgiving)  and 
Jake  would  have  been  except  thet  ho  is  In  Oeorgla  on  vacation.  At 
12tl5  wo  listened  to  the  broadcast  which  was  sent  out  over  WABC  aid 
a coast  to  coast  network,  a very  pleasant  little  fifteen  minute 
program.  The  others  who  s«it  taeseages  were  Dr.  Kosdlok,  Kate  Smith, 
Eddie  Cantor,  Clark  (lablo,  Carrie  Jacobs  3ond,  :sary  Plokford,  jre. 
Langworthy  who  Is  national  president  of  the  Parent  Teachers  Asso- 
ciation, Edgar  A.  Cuest,  Grace  Soli  Crowell,  Elsie  Coblneon,  and 
0.0.  McIntyre — a very  Interesting  collection  of  names,  I think. 
Indicating  as  they  do  the  ones  about  whoa  people  want  to  hear, 
'elen's  message  was  read  last  as  the  climax  and  was  most  Lupresslve. 
Tod  'telone,  who  was  the  speaker,  said  that  ho  had  found  It  hard  to 
bring  himself  to  ask  '!olen  the  queetlcm,  said  a few  words  about 
Teacher,  and  added  that  the  message  had  made  him  bow  his  head  when 
he  received  it.  I think  It  was  most  worth  while  to  have  sent  It. 

Horboi't  keeps  the  cor respondonoe  cleaned  up  to  the 
minute.  I am  saving  the  letters  I answer  so  you  can  run  through 
them  when  you  cane  home.  Come  of  them  you  will  want  to  read.  I had 
a nice  note  from  Jim  Tully  (he  was  the  one  who  sent  that  prize- 
fighting book)  and  the  publisher  In  Glasgow  has  agreed  to  try  to 
got  permission  from  publishers  of  The  Ctory  of  t,Lv  Life  to  use  sotne 
of  the  passages  concerning  Helen's  childhood  In  his  book  about 
great  modem  enterprises.  iVe  haven't  struck  any  snags  yet.  Every- 
thing Is  moving  smoothly. 

I etm  inclosing  two  or  three  clippings  from  the  Tlaes 
which  I thought  might  Interest  ;ou.  They  have  one  thing  In  co  v lon 
with  this  letter— they  don't  have  to  be  answered.  They  don't  oven 
have  to  be  read. 

I am  listening  to  a symphony  and  a conversation,  but 
I didn't  want  to  let  the  day  go  by  without  sending  you  a word. 

I'e  all  send  our  love.  Take  care  of  yoursolvoa  for 
everybody's  sake. 


December  1,  1936 


Deer  Polly, 


Ab  I hnve  Just  said  In  my  letter  to  Helen  I think  the  dlnry  Idea 
splendid.  The  only  thing  th-^t  troubloB  me  1b  her  hope  for  "considerable 
flnancl.'il  return."  There  will  undoubtedly  be  aosiathlng  but  that  It  will  be 
enough  to  make  any  real  difference  In  your  material  well-being  a ems  to  me 
highly  Inqjrobnble.  Helen  has  gone  down  this  road  so  many  times  before  and 
has  always  found  dl sapiiolntment  at  the  end — so  far  as  ;noney  is  concerned.  She 
mlglit  find  a mbllshor  for  the  Journal  over  hero  ( Doubleday# s might  ant  to 
do  It)  but  there  would  not  be  a wide  sale  for  It,  and  even  If  It  has  a good 
Bale  In  Snglond  the  royalty  returns  will  not  run  very  hl^.  It  ral^t  be  a 
sound  Idea  for  her  to  have  a literary  agent  If  she  has  a sufficient  number  of 
projects  to  justify  It,  but  let’s  let  this  ride  until  you  come  back.  I’d  like 

to  road  the  Journal  before  It  goes  to  press.  I am  sure  Helen  will  do  a worthy 

book,  but  sometimes  in  commentlu;  on  current  events  she  lacks  sufficient  bsck- 
groTind  to  make  her  statements  critic-proof.  There  Is  no  hurry  about  the  article 
on  Teacher— several  years  from  now  will  be  time  enou^  If  she  doesn’t  get  at  It 
before  then.  At  the  rate  she  Is  going  It  really  will  not  be  necessary,  though  It 
will  always  be  desirable. 

The  i^iole  question  of  your  Income  and  future  security  Is  one  th  t 
dlsttirbs  me  a great  deal.  It  is  unthlnitable  th't  Helen  should  have  to  go  on 
for  many  ye^^s  working  at  the  strenuous  gait  that  has  been  h^s  for  so  long 
(tmthlnkable  for  your  sake  as  well  as  hers),  "^en  you  come  back  maybe  we  can 
go  over  the  tdiole  sltu-’tlon  together,  find  out  how  much  money  is  needed,  and 

tee  If  there  Is  not  some  quiet  way  In  which  it  can  be  gathered  up.  Helen  cannot 

write  fast  eno’igh  and  she  has  not  a sufficient  variety  of  material  to  do  much 
In  the  way  of  supporting  herself — unless  s}ie  does  an  Inspiration  column  or 
editorial  for  a magazine  or  newspaper  syndicate.  But  all  this  ie  in  the  future. 
Meantime  let  her  pour  the  best  she  lias  Into  the  Journal— it  will  he  a fine  book 
and  a fine  thing  to  do  If  It  never  brings  her  a penny. 


My  love  to  both  of  you 


Dec  tnber  1,  1936 


Deiir  Helen, 

I thinlc  the  diary  Idea  aplendldJ i Jii.'.'}  J t J 
I wish  I had  thought  of  it  nynelf.  I will  help  yon 
every  way  I can  (if  there  are  any  ways  in  vdiich  I can 
help)  and  hope  you  will  let  read  it  before  you 
finally  turn  it  over  to  the  publislier.  If  you  want 
clippings  or  other  o*iterial  from  this  side  please 
let  me  know  and  I will  goth'jr  them  up  for  you.  TCven 
without  the  '•considerable  flnancl*!!  retuma"  the  diary 
will  be  worth  while.  All  power  to  youl  As  for  the 
literary  agent  and  the  i|hole  question  of  «h'  t fto  do 
about  public  tlon  in  this  country,  I tliink  it  is  best 
to  wait  until  you  get  back.  Hut  that  is  probably  what 
you  Intended  to  do  anyway. 

I will  write  to  the  National  Catheriral 
offering  lay  sei^lces  on  the  biogropliy  of  Teacher  for 
the  toeiaori'  l issue  of  the  nagszine.  If  they  want  me 
to  do  it.  I’ll  get  a picture  of  her  from  Herbert  to 
send  them.  A letter  cane  this  morning  from  Miss 
Caroline  Derby  askliig  how  you  and  Polly  are,  etc.,  etc. 
etc.  I'll  answer  it  as  soon  as  I finish  this. 

It  is  n comfort  to  know  that  you  are  among 
those  who  love  you  Intlmtely.  Don't  drive  yourself 
too  h’-rd. 

With  more  love  than  I can  ;'ay,  and  this 
goes  for  Keith  tool 


December  1,  1936 


Dear  Mias  Derby, 

It  i«3  good  to  hear  from  yoa  and  I will  try  to  answer  your 

questions  as  they  come.  Teacher  was  very  ill  for  a long  time  before  she  died 

and  practically  blind  idien  the  end  came.  Helen  and  Folly  were  coiqiletely  worn 
out  with  anxiety  -ind  have  gone  away  to  rest.  They  both  bore  up  wonderfully 
and  Helen  lnt«ids  to  keep  on  with  her  work  for  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind.  She  has  a serene  faith  in  the  iimnortality  of  the  soul  and  that  has  been 
a great  help  to  her.  Polly  is  as  devoted  and  faithful  as  she  can  be.  The  two  of 
them  moke  a good  team. 

Teacher's  ashes  were  placed  in  the  National  C thedr'il  in  ip.shington, 
D.C.,  in  the  columbarium  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Josep  of  Arina thea.  Only  fire 
burials  are  permitted  at  the  Cathedr'*!  r'.nnoally,  and  they  -auat  be  burials  of 
distinguished  Tjersons,  like  Admiral  Dewey  and  Presidwit  ^Toolrow  i?llson  idio  are 

both  entcMsbel  hero.  Teacher  was  the  first  woman  who  had  ercr  won  the  honor  on 

her  o^«n  merits  (wives  of  some  of  the  celebrated  men  have  been  placed  beside 
their  husbands).  Bishop  Freeman  conducted  the  service  and,  like  nearly  everyone 
who  spoke  of  her  d\iring  those  days,  referred  to  her  as  one  of  the  gre<.t  women  of 
all  time. 


I don’t  think  the  difference  between  Teacher’s  age  and  John  Macy’s 
made  for  trouble  in  their  relationalilpr  for  Tenchar  always  had  much  the  more 
vitality  of  the  two.  But  he  saw  that  If  he  stayed  with  Helen  he  would  have  to 
subordinate  all  his  ambitions  to  her  -lork  and  he  was  too  gifted  a person  to  do  th't. 
Life  is  really  awfully  comj^llcated  for  Helen,  \diat  with  the  demands  tbPt  are  made 
upon  her,  and  since  so  many  of  the  demands  are  In  behalf  of  the  blind  they  are 
hf-rd  to  refuse.  Her  public  life  hns  practically  swallowed  up  her  private  life,  but 
I hope  that  within  a few  years  she  can  retire  q\iletly  to  the  country  someiinTe  and 
enjoy  the  rest  sho  deserves. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Dearest  Polly, 


Thanlc  you  for  sending  Or.  Love's  article.  I was  very  auch 
disappointed  in  it— it  left  me  with  a feeling  that  he  had  knom  her  personally 
only  after  illness  had  made  her  not  really  herself.  I thought  it  was  a pity. 

And  he  seems  naturally  to  be  more  sympathetic  to  Helen's  temperament  than  to 
Teacher's.  It  is  hard  to  be  both. 

The  Christmas  cable  was  here  whai  we  got  back  from  Ohio.  It  was 
good  to  have  it.  Leslie  sent  a sweet  telegram  for  which  I haven't  thanked  him. 

I must  et  the  address  from  Herbert.  Jake  stayed  with  i>e,nus  while  we  were  away 
P.nd  Remus  cried  whrai  he  left  last  night. 

The  visit  bo  Ohio  was  sad.  Keith's  fath  r is  feebler  every  time 
we  see  him.  He  are  awfully  glad  we  went.  The  weather  was  mild  and  there  was  no 
snow.  For  the  first  time  I realized  the  drabness  of  those  Middle  astern  towns. 
*e  noticed  first  t at  the  L'nglish  sparrows  were  darker  than  they  are  here,  but 
thought  maybe  it  was  natural.  Then  we  saw  a blue  jay  and  realized  that  he  and  the 
sparrows  and  everjthing  else  were  simply  dirty.  Marion  is  a manufacturing  town 
burning  soft  coal.  People  have  to  have  their  houses  washed  before  they  have  them 
painted  and  a month  or  so  after  they  are  painted  they  look  as  dingy  as  ever.  But 

I don't  have  to  tell  „ou  and  Helen.  You  know  as  much  about  such  places  as  I do 

more,  in  fact.  ;Vhat  I missed  most  was  trees  by  the  roadside.  We  drove  sixty 
miles  back  to  the  village  where  Keith  was  bom  and  saw  not  a single  patch  of 
woods.  I'd  go  wild  in  such  a place. 

I am  sending  an  article  by  Cabi’icl  Farrell  from  Cu  rent  History. 

History  was  established  by  the  N.Y.  Times  during  the  ar.  They  were  never 
able  to  make  money  on  it  and  sold  it  about  a year  ago  to  itYgXYWtKyy  jj.E.  Tnicy 
who  is  a graduate  of  the  Perkins  Institution.  It  is  by  no  aeans  the  rnagazine  it 
used  to  be.  I shouldn't  be  surprised  at  any  time  to  see  it  fold  up.  But  I thought 
Helen  might  be  interested  in  this.  I do  agree  that  she  must  be  relieved  from  the 
drudgery  of  the  Foundation  work.  I want  It  to  be  possible  for  you  and  her  to  do 
what  you  want  to  do.  I'd  like  to  see  you  as  happy  and  free  as  this  life  permits. 
Yet  not  too  free.  That  is  almost  the  worst  that  can  happen.  But  we  must  love  our 
Oiains. 


Alexander  Voollcott  had  an  article  in  the  Mew  Yorker  about  the 
Seeing  Eye.  I must  get  that  for  you  too.  ’ e left  the  copy  we  had  in  Ohio,  hen 
I think  of  the  foundation's  attitude  towards  this  and  other  agencies  to  help  the 
blind  I realize  more  and  more  that  Helen  is  our  only  truly  non— oartlean  insti- 
tution. It  is  splendid  that  she  is. 

You  ha  en't  said  how  you  are.  I shan't  rest  easy  until  those  tv;o 
lumps  on  your  wrist  huve  disappeared.  But  don't  bother  to  write  to  me,  dear  Polly, 
much  as  I love  to  hear.  Only  a postcard  to  say  that  you  are  well. 

Love  to  both  of  :,ou  from  both  of  us. 


Decaoiber  7,  1936 


Dearest  Helen  and  Polly, 

I am  mailing  you  today  three  books  for  Christmas  and 
I hope  t}i»  shipping  deportment  Is  tolling  the  tnith  when  they  ony  they  are 
sending  then  In  such  n say  th't  you  will  not  have  to  pay  duty  on  them.  I had 
them  wrapped  In  Chrlstsaae  paper,  but  when  the  boy  aime  up  he  said  they  had 
to  tinwmp  them  and  jmt  them  In  two  packages  so  you’ll  probably  bore  to  take 
tho  Santa  Clauses  and  red  ribbons  for  granted.  The  dog  book  Is  especially  for 
Polly  b?oause  ahe  likes  all  kinds  of  dogs  and  the  David  Grayson  book  Is 
ea]?eclnlly  for  Helen  because  I think  It  le  a little  like  tho  book  ahe  has  in 
mind.  Tlie  other  book  Is  for  both  of  you  and  I send  It  because  of  shat  the 
author  says  about  Gretohen  Green  (you'll  find  her  name  in  the  index  if  you 
don't  want  to  dig  for  It). 

There  la  one  more  thing  I'd  like  to  say  on  the  journal 
project.  David  Grayson's  book  was  not  written  In  one  year,  but  is  g<  thered  from 
notebooks  th:  t he  Irns  kept  over  a long  period  of  years.  Don't  let  anyone  hurry 
you  with  tiie  book.  It  Is  soraoidiat  eneier  than  oth'-'r  literary  work,  but  still  It 
Is  literary  work,  and  the  final  volume  will  be  Judged  by  the  standard  Helen  has 
already  set  for  herself.  It  must  not  fall  below  It.  With  the  demands  th  t are 
made  upon  your— ant-  so  nony  of  them  things  you  can't  possibly  refnae— I don't  see 
how  you  con  finish  tho  book  quickly.  It  will  be  Just  as  valuable  one  year  as 
another,  and  it  Is  the  long  view  of  Helen  tii't  we  have  to  keep  in  mind — not  what 
people  mot  tlilnk  now  that  we  ere  here  to  tell  then,  but  what  they  will  think 
when  we  have  nil  gone  to  idiatover  reward  is  waiting  for  us.  Tour  financial 
future  le  Qiiestlon  No.  I to  be  token  up  »dien  you  get  back. 

I am  Inclosing  nn  aecoxint  of  the  M rk  Twain  dinner  at 
which  you  were  to  have  been  present.  You  will  be  Interested  to  notice  that 
Mr.  Stowe  was  among  the  speakers.  He  and  i/rt.  Stows  have  sent  us  a cs-rd  saying 
they  will  be  "at  home"  on  Sundays  In  December.  Keith  suscested  that  we  respond 
that  wo  are  going  to  be  nt  home  too,  but  he  likes  the  Stottes  and  enld  last  nig^t* 
that  he  thought  we  otq^t  to  go  one  of  the  afternoona. 

I called  UlsB  Morgan  this  morning  to  get  permission  to 
use  th  t pi  turo  of  Teacher  In  connection  with  the  CgthedTHl  Age  article.  9ie 
was  wondefful  about  lt~eald  wo  could  use  It  anytime,  anywhere,  without  bothorlng 
to  Call  her  for  permission  and  offered  to  send  me  a print.  She  is  a very  good 
friend  of  yo\ire. 


Tliere  isn't  mu^  more  to  say— I can't  wish  you  a mernr 
Chrl8traaB~«but  don't  let  it  bo  a dismal  one.  Teacher  would  want  the  nusketeers 
to  carry  on  with  their  heads  in  the  air.  And  I hope  the  New  Tear  will  bring 
you  satisfactions  beyond  any  you  have  dreamed  of. 


You  have  my  love — and  Keith's 


Decenbor  7,  1936 


Denr  Herbert, 

I meant  to  write  you  before  now  to  th'ink  you  for  the  letters  but 
h'sve  been  too  busy  with  one  thing  and  another  to  get  at  It.  I aa  returning  the 
one  fron  Mlso  Keller  so  that  you  can  put  It  In  the  file.  I think  It  one  of  the 
inost  beautli^  letters  she  ever  -vrote.  I am  also  sending  for  the  file  the 
reuolutlon  pissed  by  the  Sew  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

:Xlas  Keller  and  Wlss  Thomson  sent  back  to  me  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Lewis,  editor  of  The  Cathedral  Age,  publlslied  by  the  C- thedral  In  Baslilngton. 

Hr.  Lewis  hh 8 asked  me  to  write  a short  blograjihy  of  Teacher  for  the  winter 
Issue.  He  ^Iso  wants  n picture  of  Teacher  and  I*d  like  to  send  him  thnt  onw  n»de 
by  the  flrMs  (the  one  you  gave  Bertha  and  me).  If  you  have  an  extra  copy  will 
you  plbaoesend  It  to  me  so  I can  forward  It  to  him.  Otherwise  I’ll  get  In  touch 
with  Miss  Morgan.  I h^ve  asked  Miss  Keller  to  send  a brief  article  or  a cable 
th'it  !lr.  Lewis  c»n  use.  The  Bishop’s  address  will  probably  be  reprinted  and  I 
think  that  altogether  we  can  fix  them  up  xrith  a very  attr'ctlve  lay-out. 

I have  had  sevenl  letters  from  Scotlcnd,  as  you  no  doubt  have  too. 
One  of  tholr  schemes  disturbs  ne  a little,  a pl'^n  for  a'?king  money,  but  I think 
It  will  cor.0  out  all  rl^t  If  we  don’t  worry  about  It  too  cnich.  Things  U8u=lly 
do.  I’ll  tell  you  about  It  idien  I see  you.  I hope  th“t  will  be  soon. 

How  are  tl\e  dogs’ 

Sincerely  yourj^frlend. 


jjr.  Herbert  Haas 
71-11  Senlnole  Ave. 
Kore-t  Ellis,  H.Y. 


Teooraber  17*  19j6 


Ooar«ot  girl 8* 

CXir  hearts  are  light  and  ha;>py  booajee  w#  have  a dog. 
Herbert  no  doubt  has  told  you  (or  loaybe  you  told  him  to  do  It)  that 
ho  gave  ue  the  little  black  puppy  whose  name,  and  already  he  know# 
it,  is  Remus,  ’e  la  adorable  in  nvery  way  a puppy  can  be  adorable, 
he  has  beautiful  manners,  seem#  so  smart  thet  I am  quite  sure  ho 
is  a genius,  and  is  in  general  the  moot  dellghtflil  addition  that 
was  over  made  to  the  onnoy  family.  I never  wanted  anything  with 
the  Intensity  thet  I wanted  him,  and  I never  look  at  him  without 
think  ini'  of  Teacher. 

<r.  Lewis,  editor  ot  the  Cathedral  Age,  sent  me  a o >py 
of  Helen' o nice  letter  to  Bishop  Freeman.  That  will  answer  their 
purpose  very  well,  I think.  I might  have  had  brains  enough  to  know 
that  she  would  write  t^  the  Bishop  anyway,  and  I am  sorry  now  that 
I wrote  asking  her  to  do  anything  for  the  Cathedral  Age.  I hope  eho 
hasn't  bothered  to  do  anything  else.  I am  sending  :ny  biographical 
sketch  to  Mr.  lewis  this  week. 

There  isn't  much  news  except  the  puppy.  Herbert  says 
lots  of  Fo'undatlon  mail  is  coming  in,  but  there  has  been  a let-up  on 
the  )ther  letters,  probably  because  of  Christmas. 

Keith  and  I are  going  to  Ohio  to  spend  Christmas  day 
and  the  following  Saturday,  fe'll  be  back  hero  Sunday,  and  Cake  in 
the  meanwhile  will  stay  here  with  emus.  He  lovee  doge  and  hssn't 
h'id  one  for  so  long  that  ho  hae  decided  that  he  would  rather  stay 
here  alone  1th  tonus  than  to  go  anywhere  else  no  matter  with  whom. 

I do  hope  you  are  both  getting  some  >e8t.  Ph,  ^olly,  do 
take  care  of  yourself.  Oo  take  care  of  yourself. 

iith  love  from  all  five  of  us. 


DOUBLEDAY,  DORAN  AND  COMPANY  iivc.  GARDEN  CITY,  NEW  YORK 

COUNTRY  LIFE  PRESS 

December  23,  1936 


Deforest  Helen, 

Your  cable  for  "The  Cathedral  Age"  ie  beautiful  and  I know 
lir.  Lewie  will  agree  when  he  sees  it.  I am  sending  it  to  him  this  monning 
along  with  a picture  and  the  Inclosed  article*  He  wanted  a biography  of 
Teacher  In  about  a thousand  words*  That  didn't  give  much  leeway,  but  I 
hope  I have  covered  the  essentlnle*  It  is  pleasant  to  do  things  for  the 
Cathedral — they  handle  everything  so  graciously* 

The  grand  woolly  sheepskin  came  yesterday  and  we  are  eager  to 
feel  It  warm  under  our  feet  on  a snappy  morning  in  New  Hampshire*  Please 
thank  Polly  for  roe,  too,  with  a kiss*  P.«nus  thlnlcs  It  is  the  most  wonderful 
thing  for  tearing  to  pieces  he  has  ever  seen,  but  we  have  put  it  safe  out 
of  his  roach  until  he  learns  a little  more  about  wiat  can  be  aeatroyed  and 
what  can't.  He  and  the  kitten,  Hiram,  have  a glorious  time  rolling  over  and 
over  on  the  floor  together*  Cats  and  cogs  supplement  one  another  so  dell^t- 
fully:  one  of  each  just  about  satisfies  nil  a human  being  can  long  for  in 
the  way  of  a pet. 

Se  are  off  to  Ohio  tomorrow  night.  Back  almost  Immediately* 

With  deepest  love  froro  both  of  us  to  both  of  you. 


D«c«nber  33,  1936 


Dear  Mr.  Lowlss 

1 BIB  awidlng  you  herewith  a short 
blogrnphy  of  Mrs.  Macy,  a copy  of  a oablo  which  I 
received  yesterday  from  Miss  Keller,  and  two  photo- 
eraphe  from  which  you  can  ealect  the  one  thtt  seems 
best  suited  to  your  rturpose.  I am  not  sending  the 
Thnnksj^vlng  message  of  which  I wrote  previously  be- 
couao  it  seams  to  he  to  he  superseded  for  “The  Cathe- 
dral Age“  by  the  one  I am  sending. 

If  the  blogrophy  is  not  wh't  you  want 
please  let  me  know  nnd  I will  try  n^in.  I shall  not 
mind  Its  being  edited  hut  should  like  to  see  any  ohsngj 
you  make  hafore  it  goes  to  press.  If  It  is  signed 
please  use  ny  maiden  name,  Jfella  Draddy,  hut  If  you 
pref^  to  h V0  It  anonymous  it  Is  all  rl^t  with  me. 

If  there  Is  anything  else  I o^n  do  please  do  not  he»» 
Itate  to  call  utjon  mo. 

'llth  the  (Meetings  of  the  season,  I aa 
Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Edwin  Lewis 
The  National  Cathedral 
Washington,  D.C. 


I 


Anne  3alllv'<n  li-ioy 


ttatll  a fev  years  before  her  denth  very  little  ess  known  of  the  early 
life  of  Ajbjw  Sullivan  U^cy.  3ho  wirald  hive  preferred  to  let  the  curt  in  of 
ellenoe  rest  upon  It  forever,  but  before  the  end  oaoe  aii»  saw,  for  obvious 
reasons,  thnt  ono  day  the  etory  would  be  told  end  deolded  th-t  It  was  better 
to  have  It  done  while  she  ^s  alive  and  ooull  furnish  the  foots.  The  events  of 
her  childhood  were  such  thr.t  she  could  nevw  reonll  then  with  pleasure,  but 
even  if  they  had  been  otherslise.  It  lo  not  likely  th' t she  would  h'lve  dwelt  upon 
thcB,  for  she  had  n mind  shlch  natur;>lly  directed  Itself  toworde  tbs  future,  and 
since  the  future  of  another  was  laors  It^xurtant  to  her  than  her  own,  it  wns  to 
Helen  Keller's  future. 

She  we  ix>m  at  feeding  Hills  ne->r  Springfield,  fktse.,  April  Id,  1866,  of 
Irish  inaigrnnt  parents  to  ^tose  bordwa  of  poverty  th«t  of  illness  wee  presently 
added.  Her  oother  sos  an  invalid;  she  herself,  at  fnr  back  as  she  could  reaterber, 
wns  half  blind.  Hothing  <ns  done  for  her  eyes  until  she  was  about  tsn  ysnrs  old 
when  ^e  wae  sent,  teo  yonrs  after  her  aother's  de-^th,  to  the  State  Inflroary 
at  Tetdcsbrjry,  Usss.  She  stayed  here  four  years  and  two  opi^ations  ners  performed 
on  her  eyas.  They  were  not  stiecenafal,  but  ^e  le'-med  from  the  other  patients 
that  even  if  she  was  doomed  to  bllnlness,  which  seeised  likely,  her  case  was  not 
hopeless,  for  there  were  schools  idlers  blind  olillcirsn  could  be  oduc  itod,  3hrou#Ji 
the  Chalraan  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Charities  she  secured  entrance  into  the  aost 
fnnous  of  all  such  aehoole,  the  Perklne  Inetlt  jtlon  for  the  Slind  in  lk>ston,  which 
hod  won  wpeolnl  celebrity  because  it  was  hers  that  Laura  hridgiaan  was  t ",u^.t  onisr 
the  sK^iervloion  of  Or.  Snnnel  (hridley  V.owe,  the  first  ds^f  and  blind  person  in 
history  to  be  placed  into  Inialliglble  oonmunio  tlon  with  the  eorld  around  her. 

Anne,  or  ae  she  wae  tt-an  called,  Annie  SulUvan,  was  adaltted  on  October  7, 
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1880,  and  at  iTad  «tx  ysora.  Sh«  b*ew  thm  eours*  of  otudjr  as  s blind  dtitld  bs«i.nt, 
than  after  about  tlires  y^irm  and  t«o  aors  operations  on  her  ayes,  bsean  rigaln  sl'> 
most  olrnealoualy  as  a seeing:  child  ba^ns*  Hor  slcht  oas  not  nortnal— It  oessr 
sss— but  It  sas  anoo^  to  permit  hsr  to  aovo  freely  about  the  world  ^md  it  opened 
to  her  the  rich  tra  auras  of  the  printed  Alrandy  ahe  had  proved  herself  a 

brllll'^nt  atodent;  In  1866  ehe  sns  grnduntsd  as  valediotorlan  of  bar  clasa. 

Destiny  shaped  the  future,  for  It  ass  only  a fas  seeks  later  tlf  t a ^npt. 
/Irtbur  Sellar  of  Tuscwibla,  Ala.,  wrote  to  tha  ;llreator  of  the  Farklns  Institution 
as-.lng  If  he  knee  anyone  nf.jo  would  be  willing  to  try  to  do  for  hie  little  deaf  and 
blind  Helen,  limt  Dr*  Rose  had  done  for  T«ora  brld^.ian*  It  was  the  first 

"Job*  tb-t  presanted  itself  and  Annie  accepted  It, 

She  had  slrsndy  loomed  t);e  fln;^  al{^bet  so  as  to  talk  with  lanra  et-o, 
as  an  old  eoism,  sag  ‘ttlll  living  In  tha  i srl:lns  Institution  daring;  her  ytetool 
days  thcrs;  ehs  now  devotsd  oeveml  nonths  to  a study  of  tha  records  ‘*r»  Roes  had 
left*  But  of  hsr  osn  ^fts  as  a tea  iiSr  idis  sas  uans^irs  sas  only  twsnty^ons 
ysora  ole)  and  trs  Idea  of  ftolng  so  far  a«ay,  alone,  amon^  stran^sra,  terrified 
her*  The  first  nl|^;t  out  from  I'oeton  she  cried  herself  to  sleep  In  a hotel  in 
Msi.lncton;  It  sas  the  first  time  aha  sns  ever  In  the  action's  capital. 

Sbs  arrived  In  Ttiacuabla  on  th#  third  of  Hnttdi,  1887  ("the  no  at  Imfortrnt 
digr  1 retaa  ber  In  all  ngr  Ilfs,"  Halsn  says,  and  the  pronoun  mi^t  well  have  been 
"our"),  and  sas  rsllevsd  to  find  tbs  "stran^rs"  ^Tsntlq  and  friendly,  the  i^lld 
atronj;  and  vl(7>rou8,  with  a fine  Intolii^^ent  head.  Tram  thet  day  ontll  tha  day 
ahs  died  (Detobar  20,  19^56)  her  life  ene  one  with  th  t of  h«t  popUt  from  th  t day 
forward  nothlnr;  aver  reelly  natt»red  to  har  exceist  l^elen  leller. 

Bef:lnnlne  elth  the  foundation  \aW  by  Dr*  Rowe,  cleverly  maklnc  k*  ot 
id>atever  ehe  found  valuable  In  tl:e  older  Dethods  of  educ  tion.  Intuitively 

"'“K  rwthode  ae  aha  needed  then,  she  bullded  far  beyond  the  draaise  of  thle 

Cfsat  'vu»>-<ind  thoee  draoBW  had  been  hl({h*  Helen  not  only  received  the  best 
sduc  tlon  tl.s  country  offered  to  clrls  of  har  aca,  /redoatln^;  from  Hadcllffa 
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Collo«®  flag  four  of  sttxly;  but  at>o  mm  tau«fct  to  apmk.  In 

Itself.  M Dr.  Jnao*  Ksrr  Lots  hns  sold,  *ths  ersotest  Indlvldnsl  acliloveosnt  In 
the  t*ole  history  of  sdurntton."  Kiss  Sullls'in  const  ntly  STrtllsd  hsraslf  of  the 
help  of  other  tanohsrs  In  thslr  speelol  fisids.  but  sitntsver  Helen  did  ehe  sag 
ebls  to  do  beonuae  tHea  flalllr^n  me  at  hor  aids.  Dr.  Alexander  Omlsao  Bell  and 
non?  othara  sere  <pilok  to  rsco^lse  that  ^len'e  proereas  ess  aa  aoch  doe  to  her 
teaohar  aa  to  heroslfs  ae  the  2PCyelomsdla  Brltannloe  v«ti  It,  her  •ability  as 
a tenohar  cuat  be  considered  alsnat  as  nfirrelioua  as  the  t lent  of  her  jupll," 

Ore  nleof  wittier  called  hor  Hslen'a  •spiritual  libera  tor."  rk 
Tmln  colled  her  a almcla  eorkar.  Dr.  M irla  '’onteaeopl  celled  her  a pioneer.  Dr. 
Horry  Ifawraon  Foadlok  called  bor  a raai^clan.  fhe  Kln<;  of  Tueoal'-rlo  anda  her  a 
^r*er  of  the  Ordar  of  St.  Sova.  ^ac^jla  IMlrerslty  gsra  h«r  an  honorr.ry  de^ea  of 
Doctor  of  Bao;ne  Lettere.  lha  ^ctac (tlonal  Xcstituta  of  Sootlasnd  nnda  her  an  honorery 
rallov.  wvl  there  sere  oaaay  other  Beards.  The  Inat  irtille  she  see  nllw  sea  aa 
ahhlereoent  nodal  from  tha  '^^ooaevelt  f'enorlcl  /'ssodatloa,  with  a sltsllar  medal  at 
the  BRtDe  tine  for  Mlsa  Keller,  but  s^se  did  not  lire  to  receive  It. 

The  cTtaat  pereonnl  tra^sdy  of  'hrs.  -'>cy*a  life  Wts  her  fight  with  bllnd- 
^are  losing  bottle}  her  loot  months  were  spent  In  dartoMse.  .'!ut  ehe  liod 
given  her  eyes,  as  ^lo  had  given  everything  else,  to  the  service  of  Felen.  !%e 

aurvlved  only  by  Helen  (and  by  her  "other  child,"  Polly  Thomson,  for  twenty-t^o 
years  their  secret  ry  and  ooraponlon).  John  >!hcy  shooi  she  aorrled  In  1900  had  died 
In  1933.  Her  nenory  Is  enshrined  in  the  enrts  of  tho  people,  as  her  body  is 
enshrined  In  tho  National  Calliedml,  ae  t)te  taech'T  of  Helen  Kell««r.  This  le  at  she 
eonld  hove  vlahed  It.  Her  contribution  to  tht?  world  was  the  Bind  and  soul  of  her 
fSiT)ll.  Hint  Is  all.  It  Is  enough* 


January  J,  1957 


Dear  ;,!re.  Gifford, 

'oily,  ho  has  fits  about  newspapers 
(aa  jou  know)  sent  me  yojr  newspaper  release  asking  me 
to  out  it  down  it  I could*  It  seems  to  me  perfectly  all 
right  as  it  stands  and  so  I am  sending  it  back  to  j'ou*  I 
know  it  will  bo  all  right  with  Polly.  Those  poor  girls.' 

I wish  they  could  go  off  to  another  planet  for  about 
three  months. 


It  Is  pleasant  to  be  in  touch  with  you 
again  and  I hope  our  paths  will  cross  in  reality  before 
too  much  time  goes  by. 

Sincerely  yours. 


"rs.  Ida  Hlrst-Glfford 
Associate  Director 
American  Fo  mdation  for  the  Blind 
15  *est  16  Street,  Now  ork  City 


Z ‘ojuojojL  ‘Suipiing  icaapag  aiJX 
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Jfinur'Ty  4,  19J7 


Dearest  Polly, 

A,.  V.  <^l'-e 

Mii;  ^!l«n/Te«oblo  for 

him  to  uo  iiuc}:  In  tho  :r'^y  of  tsklnr  plctur  :-}  of 

•^0.  hut  the 90  will  pive  you  sons  faint  idon  of 
hi 8 " .'orableneBsi.  I w!oh  yoiz  could  see  him  nrrt 
P’rom  tu.olSne  ond  bovine  te^thor. 

sort  of  . r>.n  endlens 

or  Izil  :t.  n 

• . Lp  ore  xi!.  »ith  Influenea  •'ud  rriorp  I 

=mrc  n^.  »c-  rfll  b.:  bbl.  »U  t.M„  SI?.  •,, 
lr>t  nor  husband  Thon«>fl  is  looHn/-  after  na  r t 

i"  r ^ -ri 

V'  Bora'S  uto  on  a 

■«'5“'ing  " Witte  coot  he  du*,-  u.  -ron  -or,®- 

loBt-nd  of  »hn^*  “®*  ■■•'ceJ'-wnd  now 

=«,ir  b?  m;”:™!":*'""  **■=’■  >“-■  '‘» 

^»on=«t..  orntz  i7^z:'irz.iTn:^.^z..o.r 


(N  d 


seen  to  be  tauch  netfg  oxc:ept  of  the  intern  tlonal 
vs-lety,  but  I si\pio;ae  doctetlc  firenDCiSi  will  te^  In  I 
this  week,  now  that  Con^^reea  is  an'etlm;  Sfieln. 

Keith  nnd  I have  Juot  added  another  to  our 
lon«  lint  of  wci«l  delin«ruer.cleB  by  leaving  a Nee 
Year's  five  party  at  lltrso  instejid  of  at  four  along 
with  the  oth.-r  guests,  but  the  Tong  Island  roads 
(we  ’.Tere  on  the  North  There)  ore  too  darm  dangrroue 
after  the  dmnl'.a  start  going  home;  they  -^-cre  already 
pretty  arell  orowdod  when  we  left  Oar**en  City  at  6::^, 

It  if  good  bjs.hnow  th*;t  It  will  not  be  long 
before  you  ore  baclc  In  Fo^ect  TTllls. 


*“y  love  to  both  of  you, 


Fetru«ry  8,  1937 


Dear  Mr.  Woollcott, 

Annie  Solllran  left  Boston 
for  TaacumBla  on  Uonda/,  March  1,  1887.  That 
makes  Monday,  March  1,  of  this  year  the  exact 
50th  anniversary.  I am  glad  you  reminded  me. 

Helen  and  Polly  are  due  to 
reach  Sew  York  tomorrow  afternoon  on  the 
ul^ln.  as  perhaps  you  already  know. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Alexander  Woollcott 
10  Oracle  Square 
Sew  York  City,  S.Y. 


?ittTCh  11,  1937 


De?iT  Dr.  Allon: 


Toiar  note  warmed  my  heart.  It 
W88  f?ood  of  you  to  send  It.  I feel  thet  no 
women  of  our  time  has  deserved  more  then 
"Teadher**  aw3  I am  happy  for  every  opportunity 
to  take  a h^nd  In  saying  so. 

Folly  and  ^elen  are  off  to 
Japan  at  the  end  of  the  month  for  a strenuous 
lecture  tour  there  In  heh.alf  of  the  blind.  Tou 
will  be  gl-’d  to  know  that  they  are  going  about 
ev  rrythlng  with  their  accustomed  s]r.irlt-  and 
vl^-or. 


With  every  hope  that  your 
trip  to  Englan":'  sill  he  a happy  one,  '*nd  with 
deep  gratitude  for  your  comment  (and  Dr.  7.an 
Cleve’s)  on  ny  article,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Or.  Edward  E.  Allen 
The  Aah-issador 
17I-57  C-'mbrldge  Street 
C-mbrldge,  Massachusetts 


I 

t 


^prll  ^Z,  1937 


Doprest  jj^trls, 

Flrtt  of  all,  t.ha  Journal.  I hoven't  written  before  because  Ulss 
Fill  delivered  the  VIS.  to  Mr.  Maule,  thinking,  no  doubt.  It  s.-oounted  to  the 
same  thing  as  delivering  It  to  rae,  ^nd  he  has  been  on  vacation.  On  the  idjole 
I think  It  la  splendid  and  I m more  than  ever  glad  th'.t  Helen  has  written  It. 

In  det-!!!  I thlnl:  It  needs  some  attention,  for  there  are  places  whore  Helen  has 
made  wide  general  etotonente  without  an  adequate  background  of  facts.  lor  the 
past  few  years,  because  of  Teacher’s  Illness  and  because  of  your  long  visits 
abroad,  you  have  both  been  remote  from  the  American  scene;  this  shows  In  Helen’s 
comments  on  It.  Closer  touch  with  It  rill  not  alter  her  oplnlor.6,  but  It  will 
make  her  et 'tements  more  precise  and  less  apt  to  be  rl  'lculed  for  their  naivete. 

I Con  e^qjl-.ln  better  when  we  are  together  with  the  ‘.'3.  before  us.  The  point  Is 
th't  there  Is  not  raich  to  be  done  to  It  and  that  I sh'^ad  hate  very  much  to  see 
it  p\ibllahed  as  Is  without  our  going  over  It  together  very  carefully.  Still,  It 
Is  Helen’s  ^nd  If  she  wants  It  published  exactly  as  It  stanus  I shall  not 

object.  Still,  I feel  honor  boxmd  to  tell  you  th' t I shall  be  sorry  If  It  Is 
done.  It  is  only  in  her  comnents  on  the  American  political  scene,  American  crlma 
etc.,  th't  she  betrays  her  lac!  of  b-ckground.  Tot  always,  but  there  are 
severpl  places  where  she  sounds  like  a foreigner  writing  out  of  knowledge  gained 
from  the  hendllms.  In  "uch  cases  I think  we  should  fnrnlsl  her  "Ith  the  background 
then  let  her  re-Tlte  the  prrsgrsuhs  concerned.  I think  this  book  is  treirioalously 
lnj>ort‘nt;  it  1 the  first  hr=s  written  without  Teacher,  rn:'.  It  would  be  a 
pity  to  let  gaps  show  th  t Teacher  would  have  made  her  fill.  So  much  for  this. 

Pon’t  try  to  answer  it.  Time  tnou^  -fter  you  get  home.  The  MS.  Is  hl^ly 
credlt  'ble  as  It  st-nds.  All  I feel  Is  that  In  places  It  lacks  th'=t  st-  ndard  of 
perfection  th  t Teacher  always  had  before  her. 

The  Inclosed  Is  a proof  of  the  Jacket  of  the  new  of’ltlon  of  Mid- 
stream. I l.ope  you  like  It.  I 'o,  very  uch.  It  Is  built  some'jfc-t  after  the 
pattf-rn  of  one  th-t  is  on  • life  of  Madame  Curie  which  we  are  going  to  publish. 

TM.d  you  get  the  en  j of  Midstream  we  sent  to  the  -.hip?  It  went  by  airmail.  Don't 
bother  to  answer  this  »1  tv.er,  but  tell  re  liien  you  come  bock. 

I haven't  seen  Herbert  but  have  talked  to  him  over  tho  telephone 
sever il  times.  He  says  his  incision  Is  all  healed,  se>*e  very  cheeritil,  and 
B’ye  everything  Is  fine  4t  71-11.  He  says  he  is  driving  the  car  s^ulr — a little— 
and  we  hope  to  h'^ve  him  out  for  dinner  before  long. 

Bertha  Is  back.  Her  illness  hes  slowed  her  down  a bit,  but  she 
Is  working  regularly.  She  was  delimited  with  the  two  dresses  you  g-'ve  ter  and  will 
write  you  about  them.  If  she  hasn't  already.  She  said  she  thouf^it  you  mlfd't  be 
too  bur.y  to  read  letters  until  after  you  got  b-ick  to  this  country. 

Bt"Bua  hnd  his  final  'Istamper  Inociil'  tion  on  I'onday.  He  Is  lively 
as  a basket  of  eels,  tut  Is  coming  under  control  quite  beautifully.  Kveryone  who 
comes  ne^r  him  Is  his  slave. 


He  hrve  followed  you  through  the  newsr-aners,  beginning  -ilth 


photographs  which  frieoJs  cut  out  of  the  San  yranclsco  papers  and  forwarded  to 
us.  Ihe  theft  of  the  purse  and  the  address  book  les  most  1 stressing  and  I hope 
you've  got  them  hack.  Martha  Deane  talked  about  Helen  over  the  radio  the  other 
day  nd  de?-crlbed  th  t ride  to  Garden  City  thft  Or.  Tllney  wrote  about  soioe  time 
ago. 


Dr.  John  yinley  haa  been  made  editor  In  chief  of  the  •'.Y.  Tlu^a — he  has 
been  practlc^rlly  thnt  for  a long  time.  The  big  Issue  la  still  the  Supreme  Court 
with  sit-. own  strikes  running  a close  lecond.  Spring  Is  hare,  quite  dellg  tfully, 
and  we'll  be  going  to  Hew  Hampshire  In  another  nonth. 

There  Is  lots  to  say,  hut  it  Is  not  Important  and  I will  spare  you.  I hope 
you  are  not  killing  yourselves.  Tou  must  both  be  careful. 

'fy  very  great  love,  as  always. 


May  4,  1957 


Ooareat  3irls« 

It  Has  80  gpod  to  hav8  a lino  from  you  I could  almost 
have  cried.  I do  hope  the  trip  is  not  proving  as  atrenuoua  aa  «e 
feared,  but  I have  no  doubt  it  is  and  even  more  ao.  Do  try  to  take 
a little  care  of  yourselves. 

Herbert  oarae  out  one  evening  not  long  ago.  He  looks 
almost  like  hie  old  self  but  he  does  not  move  around  any  too 
briskly.  He  did  not  walk  into  the  house  on  a cane  but  I noticed 
that  he  had  one  in  the  car  with  him.  He  brought  the  Shakespeare 
volumes  -^nd  I have  put  then  in  a book  case  with  doors  where  they 
will  be  protected.  I love  them.  Herbert,  the  dear  boy,  is  learning 
braille,  but  I believe  you  have  had  evidence  of  this  already.  He 
showed  mo  a card  he  had  written  Helen. 

The  Journal  has  been  circulating  aroimd  the  plant 
where  it  has  roused  gwiuine  enthusiasm.  I am  awfully  glad.  Did 
Helffli  finish  it?  TThere  is  the  rest  of  it?  When  are  they  planning 
to  publish  it  in  England?  Ijast  week-end  a friend  of  ours  who 
spent  last  winter  in  England  on  a Guggenheim  fellowship  stayed 
with  us,  and  I was  much  interested  to  notice  that  he  had  the  game 
kind  of  vagueness  that  I spoke  of  in  my  last  letter  in  connection 
with  tie  journal — I mesui  a lack  of  the  intangibles  that  go  towards 
making  up  the  background  of  oonLient.  It  la  so  difficult  to  do  this 
kind  of  thing  by  letter— I could  explain  so  easily  if  we  were  to- 
gether. I think  that  somewhere  in  the  Jo  imal  Helen  might  make 
clear  the  fact  tlvit  because  of  Teacher's  Illness  and  b«.-ca 'se  of  the 
Iwig  visits  abroad  slie  has  not  been  as  close  to  affai  s in  the  U.S. 
as  she  ordinarily  is.  The  kind  of  passage  to  which  I refer  will  not 
make  much  difference  so  far  as  the  FInglish  edition  goes,  but  the 
trouble  is  that  we  have  to  p >blish  oi  the  same  date  that  England 
does  because  of  the  copyright.  All  I hope  is  that  Helen  will  have 
a chance  to  go  owr  it  again  quietly  after  she  gets  home  and  be- 
fore it  finally  goes  to  press.  If  she  doesn't  want  to  do  it  {and 
I know  how  difficult  it  is  for  her  to  find  a quiet  time)  I s’Tall 
not  interfere.  Helen  is  enough  of  a person  to  do  as  she  pleases, 
but  there  are  places  that  the  critics  might  sail  into— not  be- 
cause of  her  pinions  but  because  of  the  facts  upon  which  she  has 
based  them,  fe  all  know  that  Teacher  cared  more  about  this  phase 
of  her  life  than  any  other — the  writing  phase--and  this  book,  as 
the  first  since  Teacher' s death,  has  great  significance  and  im- 
portance. I shall  see  Mias  Hill  one  day  next  week  to  find  out 
when  she  thinks  it  should  be  published,  etc.  I may  cable  you  after 
I !iave  talked  with  her. 

A man  from  the  Hiddle  Vest  wrote  a short  time  a o 
wanting  Helen  to  do  a book  for  him  along  the  lines  of  "Ve  Be- 
reaved.* I told  him  you  were  in  japan  a id  I shall  take  the  letter 


to  Misa  Hill*  Uiaa  Hill  a«nt  Ur.  Maule  a latter  from  Mr.  Muir 
abojt  the  a rlea  of  little  boolca,  more  or  leaa  like  "la  Bere  red* 
that  he  wanta  Helen  to  do.  I think  it  a i excellent  auggeation.  She 
already  haa  enough  artiolea  and  beautiful  little  acrapa  of  thinga 
to  begin  with  (the  other  day  over  the  radio  somebody  quoted  her 
description  of  that  ride  to  Garden  City  with  Dr.  Tilney  some  years 
ago).  le  can  sort  them  out  when  we  do  our  hous  clesining  at  the 
Foundation.  1*11  give  Hias  Hill  an  idea  of  the  kind  of  material 
there  is  on  hand — *i^ree  Days  to  See,"  etc. 

Rernua  has  his  temperat  ire  reaction  from  the  final  dia- 
temper  inoculation  day  before  yesterday.  There  haa  been  a little 
congestion  in  one  of  hia  eyes  ever  since,  but  it  is  cleaming.  The 
vet  gave  me  some  drops  and  a salve  for  it.  fe  are  taking  him  to 
How  nampahlro  with  ua  at  the  e .d  of  next  week.  We’ll  be  gone  about 
ton  days  and  I wish  the  two  of  you  could  be  with  us  to  watch  him 
acampor  over  t e hllla. 

After  a long  aiege  of  rainy  week-ends  we  are  having  lovely 
weather.  The  daffodils,  violets,  hyacinths,  and  japonicaa  are  in 
full  bloom.  The  thrishea  and  goldfinoiies  are  back,  and  ao  are  a 
good  many  of  the  warblers.  It 'a  a grand  time  of  the  year. 

The  newspapers  say  that  the  political  situation  in  Japan 
la  at  rather  a serious  point.  You  will  bo  able  to  tell  us  when 
you  get  back  whether  they  are  right  or  not. 

I did  not  mean  to  write  so  long  a letter— I know  you  haven't 
time  to  read  it. 


•'y  very  groat  love  to  both  of  you. 


(And  love  from  Keith  and  Jake). 


/ 


Magr  25.  1937 


D««r  Eeisn, 

»•  *«>•  a»rf)on«d  la  1T««  Haar^shir*  last  «Mk.  qalta 
llterilly.  Long-contlnaed  r^lna  bafar*  th«  froat  aaa  aall  out 
of  tha  ground  aaida  tha  dirt  road  up  t>ia  aouatpln  all  l3ut  1». 
paasabla.  In  fact,  for  tao  daya  and  tao  nl<^ta  wa  oould  not 
get  out  kxA^I.  Put  wa  had  plenty  of  aupplleB  -snd  plenty  of 
wood  for  flraa*  »a  bad  Ranno  and  wa  had  tha  flrat  141  pagea 
of  your  Journal.  You  wara  lanch  In  our  ihougbta. 

I bad  a long  talk  with  Mra.  Hill  bafora  wa  laft 
hara.  I think  you  are  in  good  handa  with  hrr  aa  your  afwnt. 

I «aa  dali^tad  to  «aa  th”t  dia  takaa  the  long  view  of 
your  work,  that  la  wary  laport«nt,  I faal.  Sha  hoa  tilkad 
with  uagaalna  aditora  and  baa  ■srouaad  conaidarabla  Intarest 
in  tha  Joumol  but  thinks  it  unwiaa  to  ai;ow  than  '■ay  of  it 
until  aha  baa  it  oil.  Sha  and  kr.  Vnula  ara  l>oth  personally 
Tsry  enthuaLastic  about  It.  (So  -m  I). 

I mad  it  agpln  in  Snowrilla  with  pencil  in  hand 
and  091  now  about  to  au  imriaa  tha  augg^etlon*  th’'t  hawa  bean 
aMda  by  Mra.  Hill,  tha  angatlaa  aditora,  «r.  ‘ '■ula,  «nd  ayself. 
Oon't  be  lartsad.  Thera  aren't  many. 

It  la  oartslnly  no  longer  true,  as  parhn{ a it  once 
aaa,  tlv't  people  no  longer  care  ah-'t  you  think  about  world 
affaire.  They  core  tramandonaly,  but  tha  thing  they  care  aio«t 
about  (and  there  is  no  way  around  this)  it  you  personally  and 
idiftt  they  stoat  sent  to  know  is  in  data’ll  how  you  are  nenaging 
noa.  Kile  naans  th-t  they  wont  to  know  aora  about  Folly^Aof 
hind  of  parson  sha  la,  ho«  yon  faal  tow'r*e  her,  how  her  h^nd 
facia  In  youra,  boa  a landsoapa  or  a city  (Tendon  or  faria. 
for  Innt  nca)  a«ems  when  Polly  doscrlbo#  It  so  against  tho 
•ay  It  saana  idtcn  sooiaona  elaa  daeerlbaa  It.  Make  tha  reader 
sea  Polly  at  tho  aaaa  tlna  th-.t  you  tMko  hin  tea  riawt  aha  aeaa. 
On  page  77  In  tha  typeacrlpt  th't  I here  (6th  line  from  tha 
hotton)  la  9 good  place  to  go  Into  atom  dot- 11  about  Polly's 
hand  ’ind  her  apaod  in  apalllng  at  contrasted  with  th-t  of  other 
people,  ’nd  I think  tbnt  aoncrioara  there  ought  to  bo  aora  »bont 
her  greet  devotion  to  Tasohar. 

®*’’^ert  probably  cornea  into  the  part  I h^we  not 
yet  ra*d,  but,  of  course  there  should  be  a good  bit  about  hin— 
ebout  how  you  help  hia  in  tha  kltci  an  preterlng  waget-  blas  and 
drying  dlshea,  your  ehaas  gwaat  together,  hia  lo’-rniag  br'llla, 
'■tc.,  »tc.  By  the  way,  I talked  with  him  o few  alnutaa  a*-o.  Ha 
hae  t/  a naa  enr  aw  seye  awerything  la  arlandid  except  th- 1 =11 
t raa  of  tha  fonsla  dogs  -^re  in  heat  >t  once,  which  a-dket 
things  "bit  strenuous. 


Ob  pac*  40  (la at  ■•ntancs  of  tba  Vot.  23  entr/}  you 
•paak  of  • traaslcnt  onaaiinaat  aboot  your  hand*.  I think  you 
aboald  go  Into  oocb  more  dotall  on  tble.  Ton  and  I know  irtutt 
tboaw  hands  nsan  to  you,  hut  the  sTera«s  rsader  nesds  to  b«w«  It 
broogbt  boas  to  hi*  Boro  potently.  Paint  a plcturs  of  your- 
self as  you  would  be  If  they  were  suddenly  rendered  helpless. 

Ton  speak  so  often  of  your  aail.  It  would  be  very 
Int  restinc  If  you  would  tell  aore  about  the  nture  of  the  aall. 

•h  t kind  of  letters  do  you  like  to  getT  Oo  you  get  .-aore  letters 
froB  Indlwlduals  or  from  institutions  and  organizations?  More 
froa  children  or  adults?  'fliat  proportion  of  It  Is  directly  con- 
cerned with  the  Foundation?  Feeble  would  like  to  know  nore  about 
the  way  you  answer  the  letters.  The  answer  to  Schrana  la  a nagnil^ 
icent  ex;i:^le  of  this,  but  they  w^nt  also  to  know  rtwt  you  say 
when  the  oother  of  a deaf  or  blind  child  writes  to  you  for  adwice. 
fo  one  on  earth  knowa  better  than  you  the  probleae  of  the  blind, 
ana  crarythlng  yon  say  about  them  It  Interesting  and  iaportant. 

Tour  hopes  for  the  Foundation,  your  feelings  idien  the  resi'onae 
coaes  to  an  appeal  you  hAwe  sent,  ate.,  etc.— you  Know,  oh,  dear 
Lord,  how  yon  do  knowl 

Ton  will  probably  dewalop  farther  whet  you  eay  on 
page  100  ff.  about  the  situation  In  China.  I hoj)#  so.  for  con- 
tact with  tha  Crlnat  (?nd  I don't  know  yet  whether  you  are 
going  to  !3ilns  or  not)  ought  to  make  It  illualn  ting  and  waluable. 

On  peg#  119  you  sneak  of  the  "enomlties  that  began 
elth  the  kidnapping  of  the  Llndber^  beby.«  This  Is  not  true.  Thera 
had  been  a mnaber  of  unimportant  babies  (apeeklng  from  the  newe- 
^per  point  of  tIow)  kidnapped  before  the  Llndber^  baby  was  taken. 
It  took  the  Lindbergh  taby  to  arouse  national  Indignation. 

On  page  140  you  speak  of  Congress  not  standing  behind 
tje  President,  rather  of  your  feare  th  t Congress  would  not.  Per- 
haps st  tbs  tits#  you  had  soae  special  rsssons  for  your  farrs.  If 
M,  ^eta  should  be  amplified,  for  Congress  tood  behind  hia. 

The  Supreac  Court  has  been  his  chlsf  obstacle.  It  is  this 
passage  that  I particularly  had  In  mind  wh«n  I enoka  of  vagneneea 
in  a prerlous  letter.  The  President  has  had  Ms  difficulties,  tut 
they  haws  not  been  of  exactly  the  kind  you  eay. 

I hsT8  a feeling  that  you  night  giro  a someidtat  store 
sxtenslwa  analysis  of  Dr.  Lora's  artlcls  on  Teachsr.  I wonder  If 
you  endorse  ererythlng  he  says. 


. ®o*re  I mad#  deal  with  alnor  questions 
o 8tyie--the  kind  of  thing  a copyraadar  preparing  tha  Ma.  for  tha 
P'ess  would  catch.  r 


14V  ^ ^ nothing  oboTit  tho  part#  thit  I 

llko  ospoclally,  but  thora  are  so  a«ny  of  tham  th-t  It  mni/i  » v 

^ havan't  tl«a  for  lonf  lattara* 

The  phlloMphloql  paaaaKea  ara  beautiful.  Tour  dog  plcl^raa  III 

’>r»  tha  plcturea  you  glva  of  life  «t  tha  Kansa.  m 
la  one  ahlch  doea  you  gra'^t  credit  and 
another  laurel  to  Teacher*,  crown.  ***“ 

f*  norriad  about  you  and  Polly.  Tha  trip  aoundad 

latrof  Ll^thTh  '’*^®*’*  *3*"*  State.,  and  the  drib- 

let a of  news  th  ;t  hare  coma  back  maira  it  aeam  awwn 

iM^o’taki  IT  ’""f  campaigner,  and  I hope  hart  le«.«Id 

how  to  take  care  of  your. elves.  Thera  1.  an  awful  ««  in  thl. 

^HoTh  Hki  Jo  ^ that  ever  lived.  Thl,  1,  an  understate aent 

^ *4  4 V?  '»•  "h«  you  coma  back 

Sa  catl  ij“h  Lf^l^****^  “J  deu^ter  Eggnog  .re.  He^nd 
the  cata.  loah  and  Hlr«a.  ar.  at  long  U.t  living  amicably  together. 

I ..nH  iTt  “f^^"*th  would  .and  love  If  they  knew  I was  writing. 

« Sfn  !n  Jh!  yo«  •«  »ore  ls,H>rtanJ^to 

u.  than  all  the  blind  In  the  Orient  and  be  ceraftal  wlthloursalf . 

My  love  to  you  and  Polly,  as  alwaye, 


N (3  ^ 


Jmt  1,  193T 


D«ir  vr» 


Ml««  Rslaa  l«ll«r  silnd  m to  tolt*  ear* 
9f  htr  esrr»»poad*ne*  *«Hi«  h*r  <ib*«ae*  la  J«p«a  -ad 
»h't  I*  idijr  I aa  aaaoarlas  yoor  l*tt«  *f  I*.  I aa 
fovoirdlac  jroor  l*tt*r  to  bar.  t>at  la  tb*  Koeatla*  I 
•ill  lot  jwa  kao*  aaeh  ••  *•  kaa*. 


Rhaa  Idas  Kallar  l*tt  Rav  Tort  ab0  told 
Rill  tli.it  ah*  aoold  a 11  tH*  ca^lotad  Jounial  a* 
••oa  a*  ah*  iaad*d  la  Japaa,  tut  tho<;«h  a f*w  Icttar* 

.Journil  app*<>r*d.  I fiaAllj 

oablod  h*r,  oa  babalf  of  !>oabl*d*x  ^'*r*«,  tad  fouad  <»«t 
• fo*  vaaka  •**  th«t  tfaa  Journal  1*  •alae*tantha  arlttaa 
ant  not  rcfotaod**  ttary  a*a*ac*  from  tbaa  bor*  aoa* 
r*f*r*ae*  t*  be*  rary  boa/  tb*y  war*  aad  laat  ***k  a* 

^ la  th«  :UI>.„Tkgt  *h  t Klaa 
**ti<r  na*  f' tat  ad  at  ea*  of  bar  laetur**«  t»  *?|-al 
Mblad  th'  t ah*  mat  not  uadortak*  ao  aucb  aa-J  tfc  t th* 
i^l*  tour  mit  b*  rialalMd  by  tb*  aed  of  Job*.  Th* 
Phyalelaa  adto  attaadad  M|*a  X*llj,  .f».r  n#r  fslatnoaa 

**'^^**r“*.***'*^***^  OTwraork,  but  idui  la  (loIm 

on  *ltb  th*  loetura*. 


1*1 lar 
b*tt« 


fla^l  paragraph  of  your  l*tt«r  bia* 
•111  of  eoura*  h*Ta  to  aaa««r. 

I aa  aorry  not  to  bo  abl*  to  giro  you  a 

F#por%« 


alac«<ar*ly  yoora. 


®r*  Mlohaal  Jdaapli 
14  Roarlatta  Str*«t 
laaona,  a.c.  3 


June  4,  1937 


De^r  Otrla, 


^ ^ went  into  the  Found<ition  to  haul  oat  Helen's 

^rtlclee  th-t  h->ve  not  yet  b^en  'ubltshed  in  look  for:n.  I »«  t <in,  ti.-, 

<^nno>«4  11  > -(^V  — /I ^ '-‘‘“a 


^^e^lnes  bat  rot  rrlnted.  Asnong  them  is  an  ertlclo  by  you  (Helen)  colled 
We  Con  Vaster  F-te."  Their  l-wrer,  «r.  Robert  HolneT-n,  wrote  to  find  out 
If  you  h«d  been  p»ld  "100  for  the  !!»nascrlot.  I presume  you  hme,  If  you 
»-ere  o-ld  on  -coantinco,  but  I w-ote  him  that  I dihn't  Imojp— tn-t  he  roul 
fln^  out  from  you  in  the  fell.  *111  you  file  thl*  question  sway  in  your 
mind  and  o.end  me  an  ensw-nr  i^en  you  can?  If  lolly  •'rites  r note  , u t rev 
I liove  been  neld"  or  *I  have  not  been  paid.* 


roln.'  to  dew  Hampshtre  with  us,  Ve'll  be  there  -boat  twelve  dovs  rnd  I'd 
tjlve  holf  !ny  klupdom  to  be  able  to  ma^:lc  you  two  up  to  the  terrace  »rd 
"mt  you  in  Tony  st-a-er  chairs  in  the  aun  f-cln  the  moun- 

t-ins -.nd  leave  you  with  nothing  but  the  birds  and  tnc  wind  in  the  pine 
trees  to  keen  you  com* ->ny.  We  -re  ta'*in<*  -lonf  Oua*>«na>rv*a  '•■ew  \V>iel  of 
the  Universe"  and  ere  expecting  some  lively  arruaients  about  It.  Shot  fun 
It  would  be  if  you  could  Join  In  with  ve — sfter  you  had  rested.  It  mtes 
Biy  bones  ache  to  .-mow  wh  t you  are  goln?  throu^. 

Fl»-se  be  as  careful  with  yourself  as  you  nosslbly  cnn.  There  Is 
9 lot  of  good  work  you've  both  got  to  do  before  the  world  can  1-^t  you  go. 


to  SMwyllle  with  ms  (leaving  aerly  tomorrow  morning)  and  next  week  will 
^e  If  1 see  a book  in  then.  I will  ?rits  you  more  about  this  Ir-ter. 
There  Is  a big  job  of  clennine  n-n  waiting-  fni.  11  a •!  ^ 4^  Vk  A Vamm.*  M 


The  Dell  Publishing  Co.  hie  recently  bw^t  from  the  iTustees 
n rtan.r'uotcy  aH  nanuacri’-ts  which  had  been  ’urchea-.i  hy  the  Tn'  er 


aewus  and  s frleni  of  ours,  another  friend,  T should  say,  are 


With  my  love,  «*  slweys. 


/ 


Michael  Joseph  Ltd. 
14  Henrietta  Street 
London,  W.C.  2 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
7111  Seminole  Avenue 
Forest  Hills 
Long  Island 
Hew  York 


Dear  Helen  Heller, 

How  is  the  Journal  shaping?  I am  looking  forward  to  hear- 
ing that  you  have  completed  it:  and  we  are  all  anxious  to  read  the  new 
sections. 


As  you  have  no  doubt  heard  from  Augustus  Muir,  I am  quite 
content  that  our  publication  date  should  be  held  up  to  allow  for  seriali- 
sation in  America,  but  if  serial  arrangements  are  not  made  I hope  we 
shall  be  informed  without  delay.  In  any  case  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
publish  this  autumn,  which  would  be  an  excellent  time  for  the  book. 

There  is  one  little  point  I should  perhaps  mention  now. 

I understand  you  would  like  us  to  make  all  payments  to  your  account  at 
the  Midland  Bank,  Bishop 's  Stortford.  Would  you  mind  sending  us  a formal 
letter  authorising  us  to  do  this,  so  that  we  can  proceed  accordingly  when 
the  time  comes. 


With  all  good  wishes  to  you  and  Miss  Thomson, 


Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  MICHAEL  JOSEPH 


June  38,  1937 


Denrtet  Girls, 


I have  been  meaning  to  write  you  for  several  weeks,  but  the 
day  after  we  returned  from  Snow/llle  Inn  arrived  In  Garden  City  for  a 
rectal  operation  to  relieve  a condition  that  has  been  troubling  her  for 
a long  time.  She  went  to  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  on  the  22nd  and  Is  now 
at  home.  She  Is  none  too  comfortable  and  will  h've  to  go  In  twice  a week 
for  treatment  for  some  time  to  come,  but  It  looks  as  If  everything  Is 
going  to  be  splendid  within  a few  weeks.  This  has  of  course  kept  us  In 
something  of  a dither. 

I believe  I wrote  you  that  I took  a collection  of  Helen's 
-•rtlcles  to  New  Hampshire  with  me  to  see  about  m-Jclng  a book  out  of  them. 

I decided  th"t  It  »ould  be  very  unwise  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  without 
Helen  actually  hwere  to  supervise  It.  With  hr  advice  and  help  It  would 
be  an  Infinitely  better  book  than  we  could  possibly  make  without  It,  and 
my  whole  feeling  about  Helen's  writing  Is  that  nothing  must  be  done  In 
a hurry.  Her  permanent  position  In  the  world  of  letters  Is  much  more  Im- 
portant than  any  single  book  or  article,  including  the  Journal,  that  might 
he  rushed  throu^.  to  be  on  the  market  at  a particular  time,  ks  for  finishing 
the  Journal  I hope  very  much  th'.t  you  can  get  at  it  before  you  begin  the 
cco^algn  this  fall.  Wouldn't  the  Journal  Itself  be  of  great  value  In  th't 
ccmpalgnT  Helen  of  course  will  hove  a good  deal  to  say  about  the  work  (I 
assume  thl  '~ I still  have  read  only  the  first  part  of  the  Journal)  and  the 
book  would  have  enormous  value  as  a dignified  piece  of  publicity.  Do  't 
you  think  MP.  Vigel  will  agree  to  this?  If  Helen  has  it  all  written  The  revision 
will  not  take  long  unless  there  Is  a great  deal  more  to  do  In  the  later  part 
than  I think  there  Is.  But  all  discussions  of  this  and  the  rest  of  your 
undertakings  must  start  from  the  basis  that  looking  after  yourselves  Is 
the  BK>  t Important  thing  you  have  to  do.  We  have  enjoyed  your  letters  no 
end.  You  do  seem  to  be  having  a good  time— “U  hell  of  a good  time.  If  I 
may  so  express  myself— and  I am  dellgjxted. 

As  for  the  gifts  why  don't  you  hove  them  sent  to  forest  Hills 
and  sort  them  out  there.  Vo  doubt  a good  many  of  them  ehould  go  to  the 
Foundation,  but  It  seems  a pity  to  out  useful  things  there  to  rot  b^lnd  glass. 

I don't  know  what  they  are  like,  but  If  you  have  a lot  of  dolls  (this  Is  a 
guess)  would  It  not  be  pleasanter  to  place  them  In  the  bands  of  blln.’ 
children  to  play  with?  Thi"t  Is,  unless  they  are -too  valuable.  In  that  case 
why  not  8C"'tter  th^m  'round.  I think  any  or  all  of  the  Institutions  for  the 
blind  ^uld  be  delisted  to  h've  a tokdn  from  Helen's  Japanese  trip,  and  there 
are  m'ny  places  where  a single  object  known  to  have  belonged  to  her  would 
stand  for  generations  as  an  Inspiration  to  those  who  behold  It.  The  room  at 
the  Found' tlon  Is  limited  and  should.  It  seems  to  he,  be  devoted  to  the 
kinds  of  things  that  students  went.  Of  course  the  letters  an’  tributes  Ahould 
go  there  and  some  of  the  most  slgnlllc-nt  gifts.  If  you  should  decide  to 
scatte-  them  we  could  devise  a letter  or  card  which  could  be  engr  ved  to  go 
with  each  ona.  This  aoul-i  save  Helen  h vlng  to  do  more  than  help  designate 
the  places  and  people  she  ould  like  to  honor.  Tl.ls  whole  suggestion  may  be 


rldlculoue.  In  th  t case  you'll  kno»  idiat  to  do  with  It.  (F.S.  Herbert  snd  I 
have  decided  we  could  use  a few  Irlmnoe  ourselves). 


I hope  very  anch  th  .t  Helen  will  cover  th<x  Japanese  trip  In  her 
Journal.  It  is  one  of  the  siost  colorful  episodes  In  her  whole  career  and  a 
very  layort  nt  one.  Madaae  Susltnoto  wrote  Hr.  I'aule  about  the  gre-it  good 
will  she  Is  cresting  over  there  and  the  way  she  Is  ceoenttng  the  friendship 
between  the  U.S.  and  Japan.  It  is  a proud  thing  to  be  able  to  take  pert  In  so 
delicate  and  beautiful  a mission. 

I hugged  end  kissed  Hemus  for  both  of  you  and  thou^t  he'd  wag  bis 
tail  off  before  I got  t.hr'>u^  with  him.  Fe  sleeps  in  hie  own  bed  in  our  room 
now  and  the  first  thing  we  see  in  the  morning  is  two  black  eyes  peering  over 
the  top  of  the  mattress  ofi  Xelth's  side  (Keith  always  wakes  before  I do}*  If 
we  say  nothing  he  goes  beck  and  lies  down.  Then  in  a few  minutes  the  black 
eyes  come  back  to  take  another  look.  You  ^ould  see  him  rhen  Keith  says,  "A.11 
rl^t,  boy."  Joke  adores  him  and  so  does  Ann  and  so  does  everybody  else  who 
sees  him*  Here's  the  first  item  for  your  memorandum  pad  when  you  get  bock 
to  Torest  Billet  Vake  trip  to  Cordto  City  to  see  Remus. 

ky  love,  and  Keith’s,  to  you  both,  as  always. 


\ 


7 


Dearest  '^olly  and  Helen, 

I'll  send  the  copies  of  The  Story  of  My  Life  as  soon 
as  I get  oaolc  to  iarden  City.  I'll  be  there  now  before  any  letter  that  I might 
send,  what  with  the  mail  service  we  have  here.  Thank  you  for  letting  me  see 
the  family  letters.  That  kind  of  appreciation  counts  more  with  me  than  the 
appreciation  of  the  world  at  large,  and  I know  It  does  with  you  too,  though 
In  a case  like  Helen's  tie  world's  appreciation  is  Important  as  well. 


taken  Remus  swimming  several  times.  He  Is  a boautlful  swimmer,  all  under  water 
except  the  little  black  head  with  the  ball  In  Its  mouth.  Herbert  had  given  me 
warning  that  another  was  to  be  added  to  the  dog  com  .unity.  I think  you'll  have 
to  organize  them  Into  a soviet  or  something. 

The  copies  of  A.3.M.  should  have  reached  ycu  by  now. 

1e  are  closing  up  t ce  house  and  I must  gat  back  to  work. 

Much  love  to  both  of  you. 


Ve've  had  lovely  Weather  since  we've  been  here  and  have 


!^eptember  17,  1957 


Ooarest  3lrls, 


Your  telegram  announcing  the  operation  reached  "naeville 
Thursday  morning  and  I went  over  to  Conway  in  the  afternoon  to  telephone 
Amelia.  I was  much  relieved  at  the  report  I had  from  her  and  further  pleased 
with  Polly's  telegram  this  morning.  I'm  glad  it's  over,  arjd  I know  it  was 
hard  on  you,  Polly.  I think  standing  by  is  really  worse  than  being  operat  d 
upon,  abd  there  is  something  so  awful  about  seeing  the  patient,  all  white 
and  broken  when  she  is  brought  down  on  the  stretcher.  I could  not  help 
being  glad  that  Teacher  did  not  have  to  go  throu^  it. 

Do  please  take  a long  time  to  rest  and  get  well.  Don'^  hurry 
any  hing.  I don't  know  wnere  you  plan  to  go  for  recuperation,  ou  can  always 
have  this  houce  any  time  you  want  it.  *ith  wood  fires  and  with  Herbert  to 
look  after  you  I think  you  could  be  comfortable  here  until  around  Thanksgiving. 
And  you  could  have  the  dogs  with  you.  Keith  and  I are  going  back  to  Darden 
City  around  the  26th  a .d  we'll  be  b >ok  again  for  about  ten  da.vs  around  the 
middle  of  October. 

I did  not  write  you,  Helen,  about  the  second  part  of  the 
jo  mal  bocause  I did  not  know  where  a letter  would  reach  you.  I like  it 
tremendously.  As  a picture  of  what  you  are  when  you  are  not  boing  a public 
figure  I think  it  superior  to  anything  you  have  ever  done.  No  revision  to 
apeak  of  will  be  necessary/  Schiaparelli's  name  is  misspelled,  but  that  is 
very  simply  attended  to.  And  the  revision  in  the  first  part  will  not  be 
extensive.  The  wonder  is  that  you  v/ere  able  to  write  at  all  during  those 
heart-rending  days.  Sut  now  is  the  time  to  forget  the  Jo  smal  for  a ivnile. 
Teacher  would  be  proud  of  it,  I know. 

I made  a better  bargain  than  you  did,  Helen.  I like  Growth 
of  the  Soil  much  more  than  Kristin  Tjavransdatter.  But  they  are  both  good 
books.  No  one  can  beat  a Scandinavian  when  It  cornea  to  rolling  up  his 
sleevea  and  writing  a masterpiece. 

Romus  is  with  us.  He  becomes  almost  uncontrollable  with 
delight  when  we  turn  into  the  road  that  leada  up  to  the  house  here,  'o 
remembers  it  now  from  one  trip  to  the  next.  Just  now  hs  is  lying  before 
a fragrant  apple  wood  fire  resting  from  two  or  throe  hours  of  scampering 
over  the  hills. 


Oh,  what  a lot  to  talk  about  when  we  see  youJ 


'’y  love,  and  Keith's,  to  both  of  you. 


September  29,  1937 


Deoreat  Polly, 

About  that  examination*  Tou  oust  not 
neglect  youreelf.  Don't  1-t  anything  sidetrack  It. 
And  if  you  l^ve  not  already  sent  Herbert  home, 
plea  Be  keep  him  there  until  we  know  th-.t  you  are 
all  ri^t.  Have  a little  mercy  on  our  peace  of 


I think  probably  you  are  exactly 
rl^^t  in  not  wanting  to  give  interviews  to  the 
press.  It  was  ali»ys  Teacher's  policy  and  ttirned 
out  to  be  a good  one.  There  is  no  lack  of  a-jpre- 
elation  of  ah  t you  are  doing  and  it  is  a feeling 
that  will  grow  with  time.  I told  Mr.  Jenkins  here 
th' t I did  not  think  you  would  give  the  A.P, 
inte^lew  and  he  said  All  rl|^t.  We'll  forget  it. 
Meantime  the  5.T.  Times  Magazine  is  Interested  In 
seeing  an  article  about  the  whole  present  aet-up. 
1 will  write  it  either  before  you  come  or  after 
you  get  bsck  and  we'll  go  over  it  together  before 
I release  it.  This  would  be  a much  more  dignified 
way  of  presenting  you  and  the  rest  of  it  than  a 
syndlc'ited  interview,  and  it  would  not  interfere 
with  the  article  thnt  I hope  Helen  will  one  day 
write  on  the  same  subject.  More  on  all  this  when 
we  get  together. 

here  at  least  until  October 
10.  About  that  time  we  hope  to  leeve  for  one  last 
fling  in  Snowvllle  before  winter  shuts  down. 


I had  a note  from  Miss  Caroline 


r 


Derby  thle  mornlsig,  filled  with  anxiety  about 
Helen*  She  had  read  of  the  operation  In  a provincial 
paper  and  gathered  the  Idea  that  Helen  was  In  greet 
danger.  I have  written  to  reassure  her. 

And  now  I'd  like  some  reassuring  news  about 
you.  Let  me  know  what  the  doctors  say. 

Uy  love  to  both  of  you, 


I 


Octoter  4,  1937 


Dearest.  Polly, 


Thntiks  for  your  prompt  reply  to 
my  telegram,  Wra,  Rill  (who  Is  In  Paris  but  wo 
bsTe  been  In  touch  with  her  office  and  with  her 
by  cable)  and  Doubleday's  are  dlsti’jbed  from  a 
business  point  of  view  by  this  suddwi  presoure 
from  Michael  Joseph  and  I am  disturbed  for  Helen's 
literary  reputstlon,  I have  never  felt  th  t heien 
was  writing  for  any  speclsl  Christmas  sale,  but 
for  all  time  and  th  t each  thing  she  does  must 
be  as  nearly  perfect  as  she  can  make  It.  The 
revisions  on  the  Journal  are  slight,  but  they 
liave  to  do  with  the  kinds  of  things  that  Helen 
would  be  severely  criticized  for  If  they  were 
allowed  to  go  throu^  and  I am  afraid  you  would 
siiare  the  blame  for  It,  however  unjustly.  It  Is 
Helen's  book,  not  Mr.  Muir's,  not  Mr.  Joseph's, 
not  Doubleday's,  not  Mr?,  Hill's,  not  mine,  and 
not  yours.  And  It  must  be  exactly  as  Helen  wants 
It.  I feel  that  no  one  has  the  rl^t  to  put 
pressure  upon  her  until  she  feels  that  It  Is 
coBBoletely  ready  for  release  as  the  best  she  Is 
capable  of.  Sb.e  Is  paying  Mrs.  Hill  to  look 
after  her  llterory  Interests  and  I feel  should 
follow  Mrs.  Hill's  advice,  with  the  rest  of  us 
trailing  along  to  help  In  »di''tsver  way  we  can. 

I nro  sure  th  t on  second  thou^ts  Mr.  Joseph  and 
l!r.  Muir  must  agree  th^t  this  Is  the  proper  cour- 

Tou  haven't  told  me  yet  what  the 
doctors  say  about  you,  I am  terribly  analous 
to  know. 


My  love  to  both  of  you. 


!!ovMb«r  3,  1937 


OMr  Ur*.  Hint 

I b®p*  th#  ffll«un<i«r«tan.!lnc*  coBn«et*d  with  Helen 

leller'e  Joumol  are  clearla*  up.  Keller  oaWed  Mlofa?»*l  Jeeepfc  3atonJi«y 

pablloptloa  ouet  ealt  tmtil  she  ha*  flnlehed  the  rerltlone. 

X r.a  writing  you  oo«  to  ex;  lalB  • little  about  th*  revleioae. 

Ur.  Stair  got  the  lnipr*##l<«  thot  I naa  to  "out  and  poll  tog®ther*  th*  ^1* 
Joomnl.  I bar*  In  ay  doy  aon*  exactly  tb  t for  a good  nuny  book*,  bat  nerer 
for  one  of  «!**  Keller'*,  taui  If  each  had  been  my  Intention  1 could  )»ave  gone 
without  waiting  for  her.  I as  worry  If  anything  I eald  the  d^y  1 *** 
you  g^.T*  this  lapreeelon,  ttalob  I*  quit*  or  on  eon*. 

For  a gr*at  n»ny  year*,  beeau**  of  her  handicap*.  It  ms  sus- 
pected thst  Uls*  Keller  ild  not  do  her  own  writing— thr-t  onch  of  It,  for 
Inatnnc*.  was  don*  by  her  teacher,  Mr*.  Hncy.  Bectra**  of  this  V-vey  ms 
almy*  particularly  carsftxl  to  keep  h«nJ*  off.  ^ ***••  • 

woA  without  her  soneent,  ani  irtill*  she  I*  * perfectly  reasonable  hunan  being, 
eba  )»e  all  the  rimneea  characteristic  of  preotlcally  all  mmb^e  of  the 
Hpi—  foslly.  She  hold*  strong;  convictions.  Sonatloea  It  1*  h-»r;  to  convince 
her,  and  sesKtlaee  It  le  laposslbl*.  taad  the  last  word  1*  *lmy*  her*. 

Qor  way  of  working  1*  thlai  She  h**  under  her  finger*  a Braille 
mnuecrlpt  of  the  Journal.  I have  the  typewritten  copy.  She  he*  given  se 
s<m?  thirty— odd  p<^ee  (typed  by  herself)  on  idilch  she  ha*  cited  corrections 
and  rsvlelon*.  Souse  of  thee*  Involve  very  little  (Chang*  order  of  the  first 
two  sentence*  In  th*  Jan.  3 entryj  put  In  coesa*  after  hln  In  th*  "hawk  ha* 
trlwd  to  capture  hl«*  **nt«io*  on  Jan.  JSj  plans*  <di«sk  the  (juot.  tlon  fro* 
t.t.,  etc.,  etc.).  Other*  Involve  asore.  She  has  found  th't  c*srt  In  passeg** 
hav*  hem  osttted  and  th^t  toao  entrlea  hfv*  been  repeated.  Thee*  «he  1* 
*trelt*t*alng  out  and  Ms*  Tboswon  snd  I ar*  tr«ia*f*r'lng  the  *lt*r*tlon*  to 
th*  typed  copy. 

I hflv*  Sngllsh  sheet*  with  correction*  »ugt;*st*d  by  Ur.  italr 
and  other  friend*  In  Kngland  and  Sootlsnd.  these  I aa  traneferrlng  to  th* 
typed  copy  -hen  Ml**  Keller  apT.rove*  the*.  But  no  change  1*  mde,  however 
ellfdst,  wllbout  consulting  h«r.  I hav*  talked  with  h’r  about  th*  suggestions 
wad*  by  y in,  Mr.  Ihnle,  and  nyself.  In  aany  Inst^ncea  she  sgrae*  with  uej  In 
other*  yh#  do**  not.  Vb«n  ah*  dlsagre**.  her*.  **  I said  before,  1*  th*  fin  1 
word. 


It  dlsir*e**d  hwr  and  Mi**  Thoswon  to  think  th»«t  on  lapr*s*lon 
had  cot  abroad  th  t sowson*  *1**  m*  to  do  th*  editing,  md  It  dlstresaea  ■* 
too.  t*  epell  until  our  finger*  alsasst  drop  off  to  hnlp  her  nova  freely 
end  quickly  through  the  wannscrlpt,  but  w*  do  not  do  pay  of  th*  rw-lalng. 

••  dlacus*  It  with  her  and  mk*  ourselv**  channel*  throu<^  Aids  sh*  o«n 


operat*.  but  th  t la  all.  1 bava  Into  aucih  tlraaom  d«t*ll  baenuaa  aa 
Mlaa  Xallar'a  accent  you  will  of  tan  ba  naked  how  aba  aorka,  etc,  etc,  and 
I want  you  to  ba  um.far  no  sdaapp^abanalona. 

The  n*atar  opy  will  ba  ready  aoae  time  next  week.  I do  not  yet 
/□low  ihatber  it  will  need  coeqpleta  rety[;ln*,  Pathapa  1*4  batter  add  that 
Uiaa  Xallar  la  parfaotly  wlllln«'  to  hawa  a maesalna  (or  ucastnea)  aalact 
•h  terwr  paaaagaa  aaam  beat  for  aarlallaatlon.  And  I*d  alao  Ilka  to  add 
that  I h<^a  you  will  Ilka  the  Journal  In  Ita  final  fora. 

▼ary  alnoaraly  yours. 


kra.  C^rel  Hill 
33  Xaat  40  Street 
*ew  Tork  City 

V.T. 


^’OTwaber  30,  1937 


Dsar«Bt  Polly, 

R?re  1 8 the  page  of  corrections  th  t 
should  go  to  Mr.  Joseph.  Some  of  then  are  typist's 
errors  and  some  are  points  th  t we  overlooked 
when  we  were  going  over  the  manuscript.  8111  you 
send  It  to  him,  please? 

I think  Mrs.  Hill  has  done  quite 
well  shout  the  serialisation.  It  Is  not  a terrific 
lot,  hut  anytlilng  thft  comes  In  that  «y  Is 
"gravy,"  as  the  slang  has  lt» 

Love, 


Correctlona  and  Emendat.lona  for  the  tyrjeacrli..t  of  Helen  Keller's  Journ-.l 


t 


Page  10.  Footnote.  Delete  "Charlie  Is." 

P.  131,  line  16.  "Das  Sapltal,"  not  "Des." 

P.  175.  Omit  "a  dell^tful,  kni^tly  personality." 

P.  176,  line  11  from  bottom.  "Men  of  Good-^flll, " not  "The  Man,  etc." 

P.  176,  line  9 from  bottom;  also  p.  198,  line  9.  Madame  Kraemer-Each,  not  Madame 
Kraemer. 

P.  179.  Footnote.  President  of  the  Thomas  Paine  Memorial  Association. 

P.  187,  lines  9 and  10  from  bottom.  Dalon,  not  Daln. 

P.  213,  line  2;  also  p.  232,  line  8 from  bottom.  Lille,  not  Lily,  de  la  Nux. 

P.  222.  Footnote.  !nr.  Robert  Raymond,  Boston  lawyer,  etc. 

P.  243,  line  13  omit  "it  is." 

P.  246,  line  6.  Senator  Hugo  Black,  not  Hu^. 


P.  253,  line  8 from  bottom. 

Evwigellne  Booth,  not  Evangellna. 

P.  272,  line  4 from  bottom. 

"from  home  in  the  afternoon,"  not  "all  the  aftemoon'l 

P.  283,  line  6 from  bottom. 

"bouquelft"  not  "corsage." 

P.  297,  line  4 from  bottom. 

"pink,"  not  "pin." 

P.  310,  line  2 from  bottom. 

"coloior,"  not  "colourfulness." 

P.  312,  line  4 from  bottom. 

First  word  is  "when." 

P.  314,  line  1.  "if  we  let  Him." 

P.  329,  line  2.  "when  a Braille  label." 

P.  330,  line  8.  "V!hen  I told  him,"  not  "When  I said." 
P.  339,  line  15.  Omit  '"like  snow  off  a dyke,"' 

P.  342,  line  8.  "driven  away." 


Note  to  copyreader.  Please  see  th  t the  following  names  are  alf^ys  spelled  thus: 
Lllie  de  la  Nux,  Madame  Kraemer-Bach,  Gutzon  Borglum,  Schiaparelli. 


December  17,  1937 


j 


Denr  Merlon, 

I Here  is  the  pagoant.  Tli*  chief  objection  to  It  Is  in  the  long 
passages  in  \ihich  lira.  Macy  -ad  Mias  Keller  croak  like  ravens  at  the  rest  of 
it.  nie  Idea  is  to  make  it  less  gloomy — to  shorten  these  passages  and,  if 
possible^  to  make  the  sfcolo  thing  more  sprl^tly.  Will  you  read  it  over,  see 
what  joyt,  think  should  be  done  and  can  be  done,  and  kbt  me  know?  Then  perhaps 
ws  CF.n  get  together  with  Dr.  Bond  and  work  something  out.  And  will  you  sake 
an  esttmte  of  how  asich  you  would  charge  for  your  pert  in  it?  Please  be  very 
frank  in  your  comreents.  I don’t  know  how  much  of  a hurry  they  are  in  except 
tijst  I jenow  they  would  like  it  as  soon  as  they  can  get  it. 

»e  are  all  prostrated  with  gratitude  to  you  for  agreeing  to  look 
at  the  dnjsnad  thing. 

Best  wishes,  always. 


1 


( 

' ) 

; I 


i 


uaceinc/er  ^7,  1937 


Dearest  Helen, 

flret.  of  ill,  the  Journal.  Tliere  will  be  plenty  of  tliie  to  change 
Katherine  to  Kntliarlno.  1*11  do  It  In  the  proof.  Such  a tricky  name  to  spell 
anyv'cy,  *lth  all  Us  variations— Ccthorlne,  Catharine,  Kathryn,  etc.  There  »ere 
several  other  neites  that  needed  attention.  Jbtlvlaa  Hoff.nan  Is  ns  I have  it  here 
(the  only  reason  I imon  is  that  I looked  It  uj;)  and  La  Follette  divides  his  this 
vny.  I hope  between  us  and  the  proof  room  we  have  caught  everything.  I am  delighited 
th^t  Phil  and  I>anore  like  the  Journal  so  much.  It  Is  ploaa.".nt  to  have  my  own 
Judgment  confirmed,  and  I hope  ond  believe  the  critics  will  '.gree  with  us. 

There  tras  som?  discussion  here  a vhlle  back  about  foreword  and  some 
talk  about  trying  to  get  Alexander  Koollcntt  or  Dr.  Flnlby  to  write  one,  tnit  the 
final  conclusion  was  that  the  l.?3s  decor, -tlon  of  this  Mnd  the  bettcar.  Tet  a word 
or  two  seemed  deo.lreble  for  a rea-’er  who  might  not  be  altogether  familiar  with  the 
circumstances.  I have  written  three  short  paragraphs  for  this  uurpose.  They  are 
Inclosed  wHh  this,  ond  If  there  Is  any  change  or  laodif Ic'tlon  you  would  like,  Mx 
please  let  me  know.  Or  If  you  prefer  to  have  thorn  omitted  entirely.  ' 

I sent  the  pageant  to  Merlon  Holbrook  who,  as  I explained  to  Polly, 
has  had  experience  in  writing  and  putting  on  plays  and  pageants  for  children.  A 
note  from  her^.bout  two  days  ago  said  It  had  "damn  well  floored  her"  (I  think  that 
is  i>hot  it  woA'i  do  to  nnyone  in  Its  present  form)  but  that  after  Christmas  she 
would  go  over  It  carefully  and  see  what  slie  tlioti^t  could  be  done.  I'll  keep  you 
and  Folly  In  touch  with  developments. 

Herbert  came  out  Thursday  evening,  bearing  the  loveliest  container  for 
flowers  I ever  saw.  He  had  already  arranged  beautiful  green  things  In  It  so  that  I 
shall  have  a lodel  to  remember  when  I try  ay  hand  at  It.  The  possibilities  seem 
endless,  and  if  you  and  Polly  ever  keep  your  feet  still  long  enou^  I intend  to 
sit  at  them  and  learn  wlwt  you  learned  In  Japan  about  extracting  the  Inst  gracious 
hit  of  loveliness  from  flowers  and  twigs  and  brunches.  In  the  midst  of  so  much  th  t 
is  Iraadful  coming  out  of  Jniian,  it  Is  nice  to  have  a reminder  that  there  Is  another 
side  to  Japanese  life  and  I am  deeply  grateful  to  you  and  Polly  for  making  It 
possible  for  roe  to  h^ve  one. 


Herbert  had  not  yet  heard  from  the  doctor.  I shall  keep  in  touch 
with  him,  thoti^,  and  If  he  doesn't  hear  within  the  next  two  or  three  days  I'll 
sse  to  it  that  he  takes  steps  to  prod  the  doctor's  memory.  It  distresses  me  to 
know  th-’t  he  la  not  well.  He  was  pleased  beyond  all  words  «tth  the  watch  and  your 
letter. 


How  won't  you  and  Polly  try  to  get  a little  rest  and  forget  that  there 
are  latters  and  publishing  houses  and  blind  people  In  the  world  and  remember  only 
that  sunshine  and  blue  skies  are  here  to  be  enjoyed.  Tl'.ore  is  nothing  in  this 
letter  that  needs  answering  unless  you  want  the  foreword  chionged.  If  you  Jo  have 
Polly  drop  me  the  briefest  possible  kind  of  line.  Don't  you  dare  write  to  me  youwT-^ 
self. 


the  chorus). 


fflth  love  and  all  good  wlehes  for  1938  (with  Keith 
I am,  as  always,  devotedly  an.;  /rratefully  yours. 


•nd  Jake  si -el  ling 


VC8I  ,TS  'x»oa»9*a 


a«I*S  iaoiMiQ 


oi  9ml*  \o  x*mlq  »d  II  tw  •tstlT  .Imvol  *d1  .IIk  lo 
II*<ra  oi  MOO  tJtolrtl  a xfooC  .loo*i  •;»  at  il  ob  Ifl  .oal-rarfial  oi  oalisdiaX 
MM  otoiT  ,3i»  tOfidiaX  ,ooli*/fi»0  .aalia^isO— wcll<ii-i®v  ail  II, a ditr  .xaMu 
M»4  <»  oTod  1 aa  al  a/mYtoB  aalrlaU  .aotiaaUm  babaw  frdt  aaoiac  'xodJo  laiaYaa 
aldi  ala  aaMrli  •iSalldt  aJ  £aa  (cjo  *1  b^dcol  1 iadS  at  froaa  1 aoaaa<i  xIao  »di) 
iairfstle!:  oa  I .^tdSx-rana  idj^uae  arod  s*  noon  loonq  ad*  baa  aa  oeeviod  agod  I .\m 
amo  ta>  anad  oi  iozisaalq  at  il  .dOxao  oa  iaanaol  adi  aattl  atMad  •).« 

•ao  ditw  aon^B  Iltw  aotitno  adi  oTatlod  fc«e  aqod  I Laa  .Aan-insoo  iasa^fixrt 

(iCKW  tau  MoMnol  a iucds  dood  altda  a anad  sotaainatt  «moa  aaa  anatfT 

adi  i«J  .aao  sitna  oi  x§ian  .-fi  no  iirofloot  noMaJwXA  ieg  oi  aa  xT-*  <>ifcJa  jtloi 
bvm  a ioT  (^iiad  adi  tati  atdi  lo  aoticnooafc  aa«I  adi  tad*  aaw  acIauJoaoo  Xsatl 
adi  data  natltnat  nadiaaoile  ad  ion  ixtiJo  odw  na'^aan  « tot  aldontrab  b«»t*a  oai  no 
ana  xsiff  .aaoqnoj  atdi  nol  adqanjanaq  inoda  osndl  aaiitna  anad  I *a»9«aia«03ita 
Wiroa  uox  aot*roJ*f:,oa  no  aa^ado  x«*  ft  an^.d-f  It  ha#  ,aldi  dilw  baaoloei 


,XlIo?  oi  baatBlqza  1 aa  ,oda  doandloH  octnftt  oi  irraa^^nj  adi  i.'#a  I 
A »39“zblli^  nol  ainaajaq  baa  ax^Iq  ao  yrliiorj  ba»!  jjafifr*  at  aoaat'aa<jic9  t>ad  aad 
iadi  Jatdi  I)  "nod  benooll  flaa  rnrafe*  bad  it  Waa  o^a  axab  oai  irrodcjinad  nonl  aioa 
ods  aaeialndO  nolle  iadi  ijid  (arxol  inaaonq  ait  at  aoox«'  oi  ot  t Kw  it  ii^  at 
®ox  qaad  II*  I adoob  ed  bl0oo  *t^iS/oil*  ada  ieda  aaa  bajp  x^tolanao  it  nave  og  blaoa 


nol  nsataiaoo  iaatlsToI  adi  ^tnaad  ,;^ln8va  xobanufT  inc  anao  iiodnaH 
I iadi  oa  it  at  a^tdi  oaans  lultiaaod  bagoanna  xbaania  bad  aH  .aaa  nara  I anaaoXl 
*****  •otiiltrftaaoq  atfl  .it  ia  boad  x®  I ooda  nedicaaen  oi  laboc  a avad  Iloda 
oi  beaiat  I d^uoao  yiol  Ilti#  iaal  noox  q«ad  naaa  x^IoT  boa  oox  It  b«a  ,aaa£bm 
Buotoans  laal  adi  ^tioanizs  inoda  aaqal  al  bannaal  ot»x  anaal  baa  nodi  ia  Ita 
3^A*  doM  oa  lo  labtffl  ad*  al  .asdoaond  baa  aatai  baa  anoaell  aionl  aaaatlaroX  Ic  ltd 
tadtoaa  at  aradi  iadi  rabatmai  a anad  oi  aoia  at  i|  .caq*.!,  Ic  ino  iolwo  Xirlboani  at 
it  ^tiao  nol  x^Io^  boa  nox  oi  lolaiaTi  Xlqaab  ma  I bca  alll  aaaaaqal  oi  abta 


touol  at  qsad  Ilads  I .ncloot  adi  oonl  Cnaad  lax  lo*  bad  InodnaH 
II’l  axab  aandi  no  oai  izaa  adi  aJditw  tead  i'aaaob  ad  It  boa  ,dj^aocii  ,mld  d*ta 
Oi  an  aaaaaniatb  il  .xnonan  a'notoob  adi  bontr  oi  aqalt  aadai  ad  iadi  it  oi  aaa 
noox  baa  doiaa  adi  dita  abnoa  IXa  fcnoxad  botaolq  Boa  aH  .XXaa  ion  at  ad  iadi  rood 


onadj  iadi  laanol  baa  iaan  aXiitX  a ia^  oi  xni  xIXal  baa  m»x  i'ooa  aoH 
Vf«o  ^fcawn  baa  bXnoa  adi  at  aXqoaq  bnlXd  baa  aoauod  satdatXifat;  boa  anaii«I  ana 


boiitiEO  andi  avad  oi  nalonq  nox  It  nO  .wood  am  *al  staaXq 


aia^imoXavab  dita  douo*  at  xXXol  boa 


aao  anad  oi  ra  nol  afdtaacq 


.naiieX 
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Dec®inber  28th,  1957 


Dear  Polly* 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  OK  the  enclosed,  with  omissions 
01*  additions  and  retui*n  to  me#  I am  enclosing  a stamped 
envelope  for  your  conTonienoe, 


DR.  J.  STEWART  NAGLE,  D/>fOor 

DR.  J.  cALviTT  CLARKE,  Associate  Director  ■'■ho  article  Will  bo  usod  in  On®  of  tho  newspapsr  releases  for 

MRS.  IDA  HiRST-GiFFORD,  Associate  Director  the  Helen  Kellor  Tribute  Meetings# 


National  Committee  of  Endorsers 
of  the  Helen  Keller  Tribute 

MISS  GRACE  ABBOTT 
MR.  LAURANCE  H.  ARMOUR 
MRS.  EDWARD  BOK 
MR.  THOMAS  D.  CABOT 
SENATOR  ARTHUR  CAPPER 
MRS.  CALVIN  COOLIDGE 
SENATOR  ROYAL  S.  COPELAND 
MR.  CLEVELAND  E.  DODGE 
DR.  JOHN  H.  FINLEY 
DR.  HARRY  EMERSON  FOSDICK 


We  are  making  a desperate  effort  to  got  every  detail  finished 
so  that  I can  be  off  to  Palm  Beach  to  arrange  for  your  meeting 
there  # 

Thanks  for  your  telegram  about  your  dates#  I am  now 
waiting  for  Helen’s  approval  of  the  letter  I sent  to  her#  Also, 
the  photograph  which  Dr,  Nagle  needs  to  carry  out  some  of 
his  plans# 


REV.  WILUAM  HIRAM  FOULKES,  D.D.,  LI 
RT.  REV.  JAMES  E.  FREEMAN,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
SENATOR  T.  P.  GORE 
SIR  WILFRED  GRENFELL,  K.C.M.G. 

MR.  WILLIAM  HORLICK,  JR. 

MR.  CHARLES  E.  HUGHES,  JR. 

HONORABLE  CORDELL  HULL 

MISS  FANNIE  HURST 

MRS.  OTTO  H.  KAHN 

MRS.  ROBERTA  E.  CAMPBELL  LAWSON 

MISS  JEANETTE  MacDONALD 

GENERAL  JOHN  J.  PERSHING 

COLONEL  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

MRS.  E.  W,  SHIRK 

HONORABLE  ALFRED  E.  SMITH 

HONORABLE  REED  SMOOT 

DR.  RALPH  W.  SOCKMAN 

DR.  JOHN  W.  STUDEBAKER 

MR.  BOOTH  TARKINGTON 

MR.  LOWELL  THOMAS 

SENATOR  ROBERT  F.  WAGNER 

MR.  FELIX  M.  WARBURG 

PRESIDENT  RAY  LYMAN  WILBUR 

MISS  CAROLINE  S.  WOODRUFF 

PRESIDENT  MARY  E.  WOOLLEY 


With  best  wishes  and  love  to  you  and 
and  hoping  you  are  both  enjoying  tho 


Helen  for  the  New  Tear, 
sunshine  of  Florida# 


Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-diffori^ 
Associate  Director 


Mias  Polly  Thomson 
Villa  Atlantiquo 
Palm  Beach,  Florida 
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Dece;sbfir  39,  1937 


Dearest  Girls, 


Tl.s  Brooklyn  Eagle  Just  called 


up  asking  lae  to  telegraph  Helen  for  a Hew  Ye-ir's 
sess'ij^e  to  the  pooplv,  of  *^apsn,  Ihey  wanted  to 
front-page  It,  then  rel->y  It  to  the  Orient.  I 
told  them  you  had  gona  away  for  a rest  and  that 
I \rt-8  unwilling  to  Interrupt  It  under  any  clr— 


ciunstances.  I hope  this  met  ts  with  your  approval. 

r think  I didn't  tell  you  that  Herbert 
gave  us  a lovely  Telechron  clock  for  ChrlstnHs.  ITe 
appreciated  It  no  end,  but  I do  hate  to  have  him 
spend  money  on  us. 


^lo  special  news,  iteniua  spent  Christ-'^ 
mas  ootlng  the  toll  off  a rubber  mouse,  the  foce 
off  B rubber  dog,  and  the  ear#  off  a rubber  a t. 
effects  thus  f»r.  kxKi  no  more  soft  rubber 


toys  for  Ra-nus. 


With  'jy  love. 


t 


Janunry  3,  1938 


Dearest  Polly, 

I have  executed  your  various  commissions  and  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
letter  is  no*  on  it*  way  to  the  editor.  I left  out  part  of  the  last  paragraph~ 
some  of  the  politics.  I made  a copy  of  it  for  you  at  the  same  time  I copied  it 
for  the  editor.  IM  send  it  now  except  that  heaven  haows  it  seems  to  me  that 
you  already  have  enough  to  read  and  attend  to.  I have  put  it  in  the  file  to 
wait  for  your  return. 

Tee,  this  is  Pearl  Back. 

I thought  the  PoTindation  newspaper  release  all  right  as  it 
stood  and  have  sent  it  on  to  Mrs.  Gifford.  It  seems  to  me  as  I read  between 
the  lines  of  her  letter  that  the  Fo\andation  is  still  acting  as  if  you  were 
not  in  Florida  for  a rest.  It  is  dreadful. 

A few  minutes  ago  I talked  with  Herbert  so  as  to  bo  able  to  give 
you  the  latest  news  of  him.  Apparently  Dr.  Hunt  found  nothing  radically  wrong, 
and  Herbert  says  he  is  feeling  quite  well. 

1*11  check  up  on  the  pageant  some  time  today  or  tomorrow  and  send 
you  a report  on  it. 

We  took  Remus  down  the  island  for  a beautiful  two  or  three-hour 
romp  on  Sunday  to  the  estate  of  a friend  of  ours  and  he  got  caught  in  a fox- 
trap.  Ho  ham  done.  Re  didn’t  even  licp.  The  place  has  been  stocked  with  quail 
»nci  traps  have  been  set  for  foxes  and  other  vermin.  O^r  frl^d  told  her  keeper 
*s  were  coming  and  he  was  good  enou^  to  go  aroxm'  the  walk  we  were  due  to  take 
and  spring  the  traps.  He  overlooked  one,  and  that  was  the  one  Remus  found.  It 
terrified  all  of  us  for  a moment,  including  Hemus,  but  Keith  knew  ho*  to  gH 
him  out.  The  traps  are  rather  remarkable  in  that  they  do  not  Injure  the  anlnuls 
they  catch.  I’ve  decided  thpt  Remus  la  the  boy  irtio  will  flndtthe  one  porcupine, 
the  one  trap,  the  one  rabbit,  the  one  bear,  and  the  one  what-ever-else-therc-ls 
In  the  woods.  Hotblng  escapes  him. 

I've  given  up  trying  to  wish  for  you  a restful  time.  Tou  might 
flnii  it  on  Uars.  I don’t  believe  you'll  find  it  here.  I am  not  going  to  send 
on  any  requests,  short  of  a comtoamd  froic  the  Lord  himself. 

With  our  great  love  for  both  of  you. 


( 


January  7,  1938 


Dear  ^■•arion, 


Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I 
decided  that  the  beat  thing  was  to  turn  the 
pageant  back  to  Its  begetter  with  a summary 
of  your  oomnienta  and  mine,  ^ilch  same  I have 
done. 


Will  you  now  please  send  me  a 
bill  for  services  rendered  so  I can  have  It 
attended  to. 


I am 


^Ith  many  thanks,  etcetera, 


Sincerely 


•January  7,  1938 


D«nr  Sr*  Ra^le: 

I am  returning  the  page<'.nt  herewith.  Below  Is  a suamery  of 
my  opinion  and  th^t  of  the  young  woaain  we  had  go  orer  It. 

The  two  women,  l/rs.  itecy  and  Wise  Keller,  In  their  black 
robce  BAks  such  a somber  eccompanlinont  thit  we  feel  the  whole  thing  should 
be  t»ken  out  of  the  academic  setting.  They  could  wear  ordinary,  pretty 
clothes  and  the  pageant  Itself  could  be  introdixced  by  a prologue  using 
almost  the  exact  words  the  Dean  now  uses.  Dr.  Bond  oould  decide  upon  the 
type  of  person  he  wishes  to  speak  the  prologue.  All  we  feel  Is  th^t  he 
should  not  as  sober  a figure  as  the  Desn  of  a collage,  kiss  Keller's 
words  at  the  end  of  her  next  to  the  last  gpeedi  form  a very  effective 
erdlng  for  the  pageant  with  music  for  the  fadeout.  Her  final  speech 
could  be  kept  but  I think  It  more  foraeful  without  it. 

All  of  It  needs  cutting,  or  most  of  It,  especially  the 
speeches  ascribed  to  i&jcy.  1 have  lndlc:ted  cert»ln  cuts  In  these, 
but  I shcjld  like  to  have  Dr.  Bond  go  over  them.  The  pageent  is  his  and 
he  c n snake  a better  fusion  of  the  elements  that  go  Into  Its  amklng  th"n 
^one  else.  I Jyive  also  lndlc"-ted  some  cuts  In  kiss  Keller's  sneeches. 

The  rest  I an  leaving  up  to  Dr.  Bond. 


Hiss  Holbrook  says  thftt  a good  many  amateur  directors  would 
have  difficulty  In  whipping  the  blind  beggar  off  the  stag#  In  the  first 
scwie.  Too  teird  to  make  realistic,  but  perhaps  Dr.  Bond  has  a eugt-:eBtlon 


He  8 a Jolly  Good  Fellow"  strikes  us  as  an  anfichronlsm 
at  the  close  of  Scene  IV.  Old  they  sing  It  In  the  18th  century’  Is  there 

not  some  good.  Jolly  drinking  song  definitely  of  the  time  that  could  be 
used? 


Ul^t  It  not  be  better  to  give  the  girl  In  the  final 
scene  some  other  name  besides  Helen?  ffe  have  Just  !v>d  Helen  Keller. 

I cpiote  Klee  Holbrook 'e  comment  on  the  final  ecens: 

think  tha  last  scene  should  be  aeie  csore  dranstlc  and 

of  a t-lkliv'  book.  Thle  ml«ht  be  one  by  showing 
we  girl  rejecting  sympathy  and  trying  to  lead  a normal  life  In  spits 
or  her  frlende  and  then  Introducing  some  eenslble  p.  reon  who  gives  her  the 
^ ‘o  show  the  girl's  determination  to 

^Just  harself  but  It  wouldn't  hurt  to  enke  tha  ecena  a little  more  draimtlo^ 
W course  In  doing  this,  if  it  le  done,  you  still  want  to  keep  the  talking 
book  dewone'rallon. 


There  Is  much  in  the  psgeant  Uiat  Is  very  fine  Indeed,  %ad  all  of 
it  has  dignity.  If  the  elooa  can  be  taken  aeay  from  it  nnd  It  can  he  cut 
to  laove  at  a faster  and  more  draratlo  speed  I think  you  will  have  eomethi  g 
very  worth  while.  I presage  Ulss  Thomson  and  Uiss  Keller  will  want  to  see 
It  before  it  is  finally  sent  through* 

I am  sorry  we  have  been  so  long  in  tasking  a report,  but  it  was 
difficult  during  the  holidays  to  find  time  to  give  it  the  necessary 
attention.  If  there  is  anything  more  I can  do,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
c^ll  Uj-ton  me* 


Sincorely  yours. 


tJr.  fiagle 

American  foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16  Street 
Sew  Tork  City,  S.T. 


/ 


JanuT:ry  7,  1938 


Dearest  Girls, 


The  coaununl cat Ions  I have  had  from  you  disturb  me  more  than 
I like  to  admit.  In  my  benighted  Ignorance  i thou^t  you  had  gone  to 
Florida  to  rest.' 

The  article  for  the  Kotarlan  I thoxight  excellent  withoat 
any  changes  whr.tever  and  sent  It  on  at  once  to  Dr.  Nagle.  I am  Inclosing 
a copy  of  ay  letter  to  him  on  this,  also  the  one  I sent  with  the  retiim  of 
the  pageant. 


There  la,  or  at  any  rate,  there  was  an  actress  named 
Chr-rlotte  Greenwood,  a very  fine  comedian.  I haven't  bean  able  to  find 
out  If  this  la  the  same  one  but  I'll  keep  asking. 

Please,  please  leern  to  say  HO*  NO.NO.NO.KO.NO.NO.NO. 

•1th  love  from  all  of  us, 

Aj 


January  7,  1938 


1 

Dear  Dr. 

I am  Inclosine  nith  this  Miss 
Kallar's  art^cl*  for  tha  Rotarlan  Va^selns* 

Hiss  Thomson  Included  It  «lth  some  other  papers 
thnt  reached  me  lest  nl^t.  I hope  you  like  it 
SB  cuch  as  Z do. 

The  pagennt  I will  mell  to  you 
not  later  than  Monday  morning. 

I an  deeply  distressed  by  the 
nmount  of  work  I find  Miss  Keller  and  Miss 
Thomson  are  doing  nnd  only  hope  they  can  pull 
throu^  It  without  cracking  up.  Tliey  were  so 
sadly  In  need  of  rest  when  they  left  here  th*!t 
It  worries  ne  to  think  of  theai  doing  anything 
except  lying  In  the  min. 

Sincerely  yours, 

I 

Dr.  Kagle 

American  foundation  for  the  Blind 
Hew  York  City,  H.T. 


Janijsry  10,  1938 


Dearest  Girls, 

I finished  reading  the  galleys  of  Helen's  Journal  last 
night.  It  Is  a good  hook— a damn  good  hook,  1*11  stake  all  I*ve  got  on 
that  stateajent  and  eat  alive  any  reviewer  who  says  It  Isn’t. 

Polly,  I entirely  agree  with  you  about  the  woman  whose 
letter  you  Inclosed.  I have  always  felt  it,  but  never  said  anything  be- 
cause I didn't  want  to  influence  you.  She  is  a type  I have  regarded  with 
horror  ever  since  I entered  business— hard,  mercenary,  cold,  slirew4^  ^ud 
selfish.  This  one  I think  is  shallow,  too,  thougji  that  doesn't  usually 
go  with  the  type.  If  you  were  out  for  strali^t  comnierclal  success  I think 
she  wo\ild  be  excellent  as  your  bargainer,  but  since  you  aren’t  I don't 
see  any  way  in  which  she  can  be  useful  to  you. 

The  ?‘ayo  letter  was  charming.  I was  impressed  th' t they 
spelled  Polly's  name  ri^t— it  came  in  the  sane  mall  with  a copy  of  the 
AP  interview  which  I sent  to  Herbert  to  read  before  sending  it  on  to  you— 
and  I noticed  that  the  gentleman  of  the  press  liad  put  in  the  "p." 

Keith  has  a wild  idea  of  spendlUf?  next  week  ei«i  in  Hew 
Hampshire.  Don  Fink  will  he  in  Horth  Conway  lb  miles  away  on  business,  and 
the  plan  is  for  the  three  of  us  to  get  together,  hire  a team  and  plou^ 
our  way  up  to  the  house  and  stay  about  two  days.  The  only  practical 
suggestion  I have  made  is  tliat  all  three  of  us  sleep  in  the  some  bed.  I 
told  Keith  that  for  the  sake  of  propriety  I'd  let  him  have  the  middle. 

He  have  snowshoes— one  pair— and  from  the  way  it  looks  outside  we  nay  have 
n chance  to  try  them  out  this  evening. 


Vy  love  to  both  of  you. 


January  11,  1938 


Dear  Dr>  Nagle i 

I am  writing  to  aak  e favor*  Since 
UisB  Holbrook  is  a professional  writer  of  plays 
and  i)Bgeant8  for  children  I asked  her  to  look  over 
Towards  the  L<ght  on  a strictly  business  basis  and 
present  a bill.  Here  Is  the  bill.  I want  to  pay  It 
but  I am  afraid  she  would  not  accept  It  If  I sent 
It  to  her  direct.  Would  you  mind  putting  this 
three-dollar  check  to  your  account  and  mklng  out 
one  to  her  In  the  name  of  the  Found'^tlon?  I'd 
appreciate  It  no  end. 


Dr.  J.S.  Nagle 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  Nest  16  Street 
New  York  City 

K.T. 


Sincerely  yours 


1 


January  17,  1938 


Dear  Kterion, 


1 thought  your  little  hill  perfectly 
ridiculous,  and  except  that  the  Foundation  le  a 
philanthropic  organization,  I should  not  have  let 
It  go  througli  without  adding  at  least  another  0 
on  the  right.  It's  not  even  enough  to  get  very 
drui^  on. 


I hope  to  see  you  before  the  winter  la 
over.  Just  now  we  are  living  on  a skating  rlnlc. 
Better  come  out  and  try  It. 

Sincerely, 


January  17,  1938 


Dear  Dr.  Sagle: 

Thank  you  for  returning  3iy  check. 
I am  really  sorry  you  did  it,  for  it  would  have 
been  a pleasure  to  me  to  nay  the  little  bill.  I 
hope  the  r-ageant  will  be  very  successful. 

Sincerely  yours. 


^ <3>  ri 

Dr.  J. 3.  JIagla 

American  Found' t ion  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16  Street 
Hew  York  City,  W.T. 


Febroary  I*  1938 


D*«r  Eoni: 


Yesterday  when  I snw  Folly  Thomoon  I onie  her  ait  down  and 
answer  the  questions  the  Xing  Fsaturas  Syndic  te  asked  (you  know  It  la 
like  Tfulllng  teeth  to  get  anything  out  of  her  about  herself)  and  I n«  Inclosing 
for  you  an  outlln-  of  what  she  said.  You  will  probably  want  to  put  it  Into 
aose  other  shape  before  the  rerurter  or  perbape  relay  It  to  hl« 

by  word  of  cxmth.  At  any  rate  here  It  Is.  I hope  It  will  glwe  the  reporter  a 
useful  basis  to  work  :’ro«» 

Sincerely  yours. 


Or,  F,  Fraser  Fond 
Amerlcon  Found’ition  for  the  Blind 
15  Vest  16  Street 
Few  York  City 

V.Y. 


/ 


K 


Typical  Day  of  Polly  Thoason 


(5^  ) 


Dp  at  6:30,  leta  tha  four  doga  out,  then  goes  for  brlak  walk  alone  (40  odiiutes 
to  an  hour);  this  walk  glwea  her  time  to  meditate  and  make  her  plans  for  the  day. 

Py  the  time  she  returns  Hiss  Keller  lo  un  and  dressed  anl  uswilly  at  her 
typewlter.  At  brcmkfast  wiss  Thomson  spells  the  morning  pap;r  Into  Miss  Keller's 
hands.  By  nine  o'clock  they  are  at  the  desk  going  over  the  accuoulatod  sail,  Fr(H> 
this  ;M>lnt  on  they  are  constantly  interrupted  by  the  telejihone.  More  mr»ll  comes 
between  10t30  and  11,  and  again  in  the  afternoon  between  3:30  and  4.  A few  of 
the  letters  are  in  braille  (os  those  that  come  from  "'Tncle  Salter"  Holm«s,  editor 
of  the  Ziegler  Magazine)  an’  all  of  the  material  from  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  Is  In  br-'llle.  Such  communications  Miss  Keller  reads  with  her  own 
fingers;  all  others  are  spelled  to  her  by  Miss  Thomson.  Aa  soon  as  the  most  urgent 
letters  are  read  Mlse  Keller  goes  hack  to  her  stucy  to  work  on  a speech  (Just 
now  a speech  on  educ-'tlon  for  the  HSA)  or  on  a swssage  or  on  letters.  Miss  Tljomeon 
at  ys  at  her  own  deak  anawerlng  «h‘'t  letters  she  can,  selecting  articles  from 
current  perlollcale  which  ehe  feels  f'lss  Keller  would  like  to  have  In  braille  to 
mull  over,  answering  the  telerhone. 

bunch  Is  at  13.  Afterwards  the  two  women  walk  for  about  twenty  minutes  In 
their  own  garden,  with  the  dogs  capering  around  then.  Then  b^ck  at  the  desks.  If 
Miss  Keller  has  completed  the  article,  letter  or  speech  upon  which  she  was  working 
arllgr  In  the  morning  she  brings  It  down  now  to  l»ve  Miss  Thomson  go*  over  it 
and  see  that  It  Is  correctly  done,  vise  Thomson  of  course  has  to  see  that  letters 
etc.  have  not  been  accidentally  emenred  by  the  typewriter  ribbon  or  in  some  other 
way,  but  Hiss  Keller  depends  upon  her  far  cnors  th'-n  this.  She  values  Vise  Hiomson's 
opinion  and  likes  to  thrash  out  ideas  with  her. 

About  four  o'clock  they  have  tea,  but  unless  there  are  callers  they  8t»y 
upstairs  working,  r stln,'^  the  cups  on  the  desks. 


Before  dinner  Klee  '^oller  ustKtll;  r ^eta  for  20  olnatea  or  eo.  Dinner  la 
e^rly  (6  or  6t30).  Tbaj  liaten  to  T^eall  Thoasa'a  newa  broodcaat  end  If  Mite 
irller'a  friend,  Alexander  iToolloott,  la  broadcaatlng  they  lleten  to  hlnu  And 
quite  often  they  liaten  to  other  broodcasta  (the  Prealdant'a  apeechea,  etc.). 
*fter  dinner  they  go  Into  the  lirlnc  rooo  and  visa  Thoaaon  raada  the  eaenlr^ 
peuar  to  Ulaa  Keller.  After  thla  abe  reada  froto  aorae  book  of  apeclal  Interest  to 
lllaa  teller  ehleh  la  not  In  braille  (fraaler  ’’unt'a  autobiography,  for  Inot  ncej 
Frasier  Punt  la  an  old  friend  of  thelre).  Then,  If  there  la  no  coaq)3ny,  they 
re^d  aearately  for  a idillei  Ulaa  Keller  no»  hoe  Eve  Curle'a  life  of  her  oother 
la  braille;  Mlaa  ThoioBon  la  finishing  the  Prftsler  Hunt  book.  Before  she  goes  to 
bed  Ulaa  Thomaon  outlines  the  menu  for  the  next  day  for  herbwt  eho  does  the 
shop ling  and  takes  care  of  the  house. 


Ulaa  Thomson  thinks  Mias  Keller's  courage  and  control  In  "carrying  on* 
since  >>lra.  Uaey's  death  nothing  short  of  sarvellous.  The  chief  thing  tint  sustains 
Ulaa  Keller  la  the  tbouf^t  that  failure  to  carry  on  would  be  letting  Ura.  Macy 
down.  Thin  thou^t  Is  also  present  with  Wlss  Thomson.  It  is  for  "TeachCT'a"  sake 
they  work  as  well  as  for  tho  sake  of  the  blind. 

■lee  Thomson  feela  that  It  la  a privilege  to  dedicate  h^  life  to  Mlae 
Keller's,  not  merely  that  It  la  "worth  vhlle.* 


Dear  Harijgrt, 


This  sets  you  up  In  the  bookselling 
buslnoaa.  Vaybe  I *d  better  start  out  and  see  ho» 
3iuoh  treie  I con  drur;  up  for  you» 

Keith  and  Don  Itlnk  and  I ere  off  for 
Wew  Hsrapsklre  e^rly  Friday  morning.  Se  plan  to  get 
t»ck  here  the  following  Tluraday.  I'm  pretty  nervous 
about  the  whole  trip—nellhBr  one  of  the  boys  seems 
to  hove  as  inuch.  sense  as  s pelr  of  chipiunks.  I 
wrote  I'rt,  VhitG,  the  wife  of  the  mn  *ho  looks 
^fter  the  plf>ce  when  we  are  not  there,  to  ask  her 
U she  thought  we  were  crazy  to  think  of  coming  up. 
She  answered  this  morning  that  she  didn't  i-uiow,  time 
would  tell.  I'll  call  you  up  when  time  gets  through 
telling  its  little  story. 

Meantime  all  good  luck  to  you, 

^ ^ 


Fobrviary  16,  1938 


De^r  Hr*  D«  Ros»t 


If  you  »lll  vrilo  to  Mr. 

Kortort  !!«••  at  71-11  Swoinole  Ave.,  Toreat 
Hllla,  l>nag  Island,  H.T.,  ha  0'*n  supiily  you 
*itb  as  iSiny  ooplaa  of  Va  beraavad  as  you  Ilka 
at  ona  dollar  per  copy*  Thta  la  a prlr  ta  supply 
of  tl.a  books  ara  at  prasant  out  of  print 

aad  vary  difficult  to  ^jet* 

Stncaraly  yourt. 


'?r*  J^a  Rosa 
S6  Bennett  Ave* 
Maw  Tort  City 
ir*T* 


> 


Dear  Herbert, 


I aa  in  a rage  about  the  operation. 

It  does  seem  as  if  you  ought  not  to  have  all  of 
that  to  go  through  again,  hut  this  time  you  will 
at  least  hfive  a good  doctor  aitd  I hope  ha  tekes 
out  everything  you  can  possibly  spare  so  that  you 
won't  hove  to  have  another  until  you  are  about 
ninsty-five  years  old. 


Sill  you  either  send  or  take  the 
inclosed  letter  to  the  girls?  I Isad  notes  from 
them  this  Homing  but  I am  not  sure  ^ being  able 
to  reach  them  by  mall. 


us. 


With  love  and  synipathy  from  both  of 


Copy 


I ^ Bick  at  heart,  yee,  heartbroken 

and  terrible  upeet  to  think  that  I have  to  go  under  an  operation  again  and  have 

the  gall-bladder  removed,  which  as  Dr.  Hunt  says  should  have  been  taken  out  the 
same  time  as  the  stones.  To  think  that  I have  to  go  through  all  that  suffering  and 
suspense  again,  all  through  the  stupidity  of  Dr.  Saybolt,  is  enough  to  drive  one 
insane  and  make  you  do  something  rash. 


I do  not  have  to  go  under  an  operation  immediately,  but  Dr.  Hunt  says  that 
there  are  crystals  in  the  gall-bladder  which  eventually  will  turn  to  stones,  and 
all  the  medicine  he  could  give  me  would  not  help,  the  only  solution  is  the  gall- 


bladder  removed. 

With  all  my  love  to  Helen  and  you,  and  please  write  me  soon,  as  that  is  the 
only  thing  which  will  cure  my  frame  of  mind  and  loneliness  at  the  present  time. 

Heartbroken, 

Herbert 


February  21st,  19^8. 


February  25,  1938 


Dearest  Polly, 


I thought  Helen's  article  on  the 
deaf-blind  splendid  and  sent  It  or.  with  practically 
no  alterations.  Mso  I think  it  all  rl^t  for  the 
University  of  Alaleima  to  ’ave  copies  of  some  of 
her  letters.  This  does  not  give  away  the  right  to 
publish  them  and  will  not  Interfere  with  any  future 
plena  we  o«y  lave  for  them. 

The  Helen  Keller  Portfolio  seems  to 
:ne  tinforgl vable.  It  Is  not  as  If  the  facts  rare  herd 
to  finds  they  are  easily  available  to  anyone  who  .»111 
look  for  them.  What  makes  it  worse  Is  that  anything 
that  goes  out  from  the  Fo’jndation  has  an  official 
character  and  Is  apt  to  be  accepted  as  cource 
mater lol.  It  ought  always,  as  a metter  of  fact,  to 
be  source  raatorlal,  and  I do  not  think  you  could 
protest  too  strongly  against  this  kind  of  thing.  It 
must  not  happen. 

/ 

Poor  Herbert.  He  Is  all  broken  up, 
over  thifl  Ifapendlng  operation  and  I don't  blame 
him.  But  IT  It  will  only  set  him  on  his  feet  again 
It  will  .oftke  up  for  everything.  And  I 'mow  he  hates 
it  more  for  your  sake  and  Helen's  than  for  his  own. 

We  had  a glorious  week  of  snow  and  ice 
in  New  Hampshlre-rperfect  weother.  TTever  had  more 
fun  tbere  and  ar4  planning::  now  to  go  up  at  least 
once  every  year  during  the  winter.  We'll  go  Into 
.Teat:  detoll  on/thls  when  we  see  you. 


We'll  bs  present  at  the  CBS  broa<5oast  and  at 
Mrs.  ''nore'a  dinner  and  I am  hoping  there  will  be 
a little  chlnic  of  time  somewhere  alon^;  the  way  when 
we  csn  get  together.  Prom  wh' t I ViAar  there  Is  to  be 
a great  aplash  of  publicity  when  the  book  appears. 

Itlfe  and  Look  are  both  going  to, have  pictures— not 
sure  yet  how  neny  for  either  on^s,  or  In  which  Issue  they 
will  appear. 

There  ..111,  as  usual,  be  lots  to  talk  about  when 
we  gee  together.  Meantime,  our  grest  love  to  both  of 
you, 


Dear  Vlas  Brooke: 


Mlos  Helen  Keller  has  forwarded 
your  letter  to  me  with  a request  t.h' t I answer 
It.  She  W38  touched  and  pleased  hy  wh”t  you 
said,  but  she  la  at  present  so  strenuously 
occupied  «-lth  a lecture  campaign  in  behalf  of 
the  Ancrican  Founietion  for  the  Blind  that  she 
has  bsen  obliged,  temporarily,  to  delegate  her 
correspondence  to  aome  one  else.  The  campaign 
will  continue  until  late  in  the  year.  After  that 
we  all  hope  that  Wigs  Keller  will  be  able  to 
settle  down  to  the  quiet  life  which  she  so  deeply 
enjoys  and  so  richly  deservos.  She  regrets  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  her  to  write  to  you  now. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Krika  Uay  Brooks 
Tlie  Pnrkside 
19  Oromercy  Park  South 
Kew  York  City,  N.Y. 


Unroh  3,  19 f8 


Dear  Cnriene, 

It  WPS  over  80  nice  of  you  to  hove 
tickets  sent  to  me  for  the  Knne  Sullivan  Macy 
broa‘!cast.  I already  had  some  from  the  Amerlcrm 
Found'ition  for  tho  Blind , but  I fiasperately  * mted 
two  more  sc  th*it  I could  Include  two  ot.he 
people  who  were  ea^ter  to  be  present.  And  ojulte 
apart  from  tl;e  tickets  I appraclrted  your  remem- 
bering me.  We  all  thought  the  program  vsrj^,  dramatic 
and  effective.  I wltdi  you  could  have  been  lu  the 
theater.  Miss  Keller  was  never  more  radiant. 

I hope  you  are  still  enjoying  your 
work  and  that  you  r/lll  let  me  know  If  you  come  ib- 
New  York. 

\ 

Sincerely  always, 


Miss  G-rlene  Tpylor 

E.I.  du  Font  de  Pemours  and  Co. 

Wllmlncton,  Delaware 


Xlemor'’ ndtuB  for  Mr.  M^ule 
From  Mrs.  Henney 

Here  ts  a letter  from  John  Haynes  Holmes 
to  Miss  Keller  on  March  3.  I think  It  would  he 
a good  plan  to  send  him  a copy  of  the  JOUHHAL. 

If  you  will  authorize  it,  I will  write  the  letter. 
I am  sorry  I did  not  think  of  him  sooner,  ^ery 
now  and  then  he  use®  Miss  Keller  as  the  subject 
of  a sermon. 


Miss  Thomson  has  not  been  able  to  find 
the  Michael  Joseph  contract.  She  was  here  only 
about  two  days  (leaving  this  afternoon)  and  was 
much  occupied  with  Herbert's  illness.  She  did  not 
have  time  to  make  a thorou^  search,  but  I think 
we'd  better  check  it  off.  She  z-ill  not  be  back  until 
the  end  of  the  month,  and  even  then  perhaps  only 
for  a little  while. 


March  10,  1938 


April  21,  1938 


Dearest  Polly, 

I should  still  say  no  to  this  man — 
en^jhatlcally.  If  aha  did  consent  to  rhat  he  asks 
(and  such  a course  Is  unthinkable)  he  would  be  in 
a position  to  say  that  he  wrote  Helen's  Introduc- 
tion for  her.  If  It  were  not  that  he  ml,7ht  take 
silence  for  consent  I should  say  throw  the  letter 
Into  the  waste  basket.  As  it  Is,  I think  you'd 
better  write  a polite,  firm  note  of  refusal. 

Sorry  I couldn't  get  In  to  see 
Uncle  %lter  yesterday. 


Love, 


T •r«#t  Irlo 


I n>(0  ,i  idt  llrii.j'.od  t,  ;«  vofi'  . ln«  r«vl5<»  o.' 
el  €■*»’•  taok  I t i-ho  " 1. . sa;  it.  M^a  oJtaittly  w «t  * rpvlart  9I 
tno  ■ Q < na ’ u'-iould  b»  and  L ati  glad  to  nvo  It  i1o'»n  aa  a 
:9ttcr  of  record. 

8 -..de  tie  .rio  quite  eaaily  end  found 

ever  , -thing  In  Oi-ir-r.  . .e  '•.o-obla j*;  plant  la  not  In  he  Iraat 
Je.'t-e-  ll'v’  t,  e ante  place,  no-  t at  the  e-llt.oriel  o • Icea 

pve  ovc  ‘.0  . o city.  at  it.  leit  out  ere  la  a ‘actor', 

Ou  • It  la  poaalblo  f jr  a factor  to  be  a ' ractlwe  no. I r hooe 
t la  one  -III  be. 

A frlan  ',  0.  oura  a ,0  badly  needed  It  'on 
^f>00  on  t’tio  herby.  " -.ot  la  tne  boat  piece  01  neea  no  have 

' alnce  .re  on  « cixa!:.  .r:  -oat  atei  tllng  la  t.  at  >'elti  le 

'irln  : . ’1 .0  c.x-">reold0nt  oover  on  hureday. 

be  in.te  o,'  o >r  oparture  lor  Ic.lgan  la 
still  unorrtoln — It'  irobab’^  bo  towarda  tie  end  of  .‘'jne 
e'ilc-;  mill  d )ut  ua  beck  -r  re  around  t -o  ,-lddle  of  .'uly, 

e bo'.  ops  things  «-e  eunnin,';  Biaootiily  for 
oil  of  ,0’i.  no  erhert  triad  all  o:  t e ak,a  yet'  I re  eibor 
at  least  t r)  • at  ain’t  had  on.  ind  rs  e caagit  imy 
flo';?  ('ll  theee  queo  lam  can  be  a.na '.ortd  In  pai  aijn  latoi}. 

I ari  returning  oorge  Aoloy  ea  soon  ao  t :et 
BOoe  'T“pplnc  oaoer — hjot  'lluoovered  a fee  'Inu  eo  a o t ''t 
ee  are  on*  . 


[ nr  rri  ln-  r.  ,lt«  at  . .all  aaic  ol  ■ to 

retui  I I'-e  le.nndry  t lef*’.  '"or  I’l  oa  ooon  no  It  la  done . a’ be 
all  t>:le  I, -no  b'on  '"''•n  core  o^'.  ~ on  i.  up  v n It  co-iee  bnoic 
end  tak'  e -“tover  :'on  noad  irx>':  It.  I o-je  'Ou  «lli  i l-,d 
oocaalon  .0  lotrod  oe  r,  -Ite  to  elcn  (purhapo  .-la 
takm  plBce  nl ready,  .00).  o one  could  aporcol>te  It  -ore. 

lou  -‘on't  aoe  u",  b 't  *«  sre  *lt<\  you  u t-'e  'o 
a very  -revt  1e~l  o”  t e ' 1-ie,  I'll  ot  >d  prin  s o t - >lt- 
turea  ai  eoon  ae  relti  -oa  M - to  -rt  at  . en.  /a  jeve  bo..h 
been  otanllnr  on  onr  nlnco  --v  -^o'.  v.c. . 

fP'i'  lo.e  'O  rl’  Of  .Ot', 


1^ 


Jutia  17,  1938 


Oeorost  :’olly, 

YfJur  let'  or  imr.ed  our  '>eart>  end  lade  us 
fool  that  ae  )»d  actually  had  a little  visit  on  loco  ‘«t. 
oureelves.  It  ooowa  that  you  all  are  cottinc  fro-a  t'.o  place 
^«t  no  fiavc  cot  oo  ’nny  tiaes,  and  I can't  toll  ^ou  'lOw 
ha  )py  It  'tiakoa  uo. 

Yea,  ' think  the  anavTero  to  the  queetionnairo 
*11  right*  Jlut  ahat  silly  thinca— -thoao  qu  stionnairos* 
'las  Talbot 'a  letter  is  lovely  snd  I an  puLtlnc  it  into  t le 
file. 


arry  aule  seat  io  a copy  of  his  letter  to  olen 
tbout  Clam  arton.  Tie  idea  is  very  Intereotlng  but  it  in- 
volves torritlc  rososroh  not  only  in  Clara's  llto  but  in  the 
ilstorical  back, 'round  against  which  it  /os  lived,  "ore  is 
wanted  t an  a glo-jing  appreciation,  and  I don't  beliovo  'olen 
could  ^rite  this  book  and  carry  on  her  ivjrk  for  t'-'o  Founda- 
tiw  at  tue  saae  tLne.  fhcre  is  not  one  chance  in  a aillion 
t at  a e could  oake  as  auch  froa  the  jarton  book  as  troa  the 
oiindstlon,  but  if  e e -(ould  enjo.y  writing  it  I think  we 
■xight  to  see  if  a way  can  be  p'-ovided  for  her  to  do  it.  ’aybe 
80,;,o  afternoon  after  you  get  back  to  Forest  ills  the  two  of 
JO  , • r.  "aule  and  I can  et  tognthor  and  talk  it  over.  I 
think  the  .'apaaeeo  laterlal  should  still  have  precedence  over 
ovc  thine  eloe.  elen'o  1 ipressions  wHl  fade  with  every 
,ear  that  passes;  t>  e sooner  they  nre  on  paper  t e bet  or.  I 
don't  know  that  she  ought  to  undertake  anything  t!iat  involves 
as  uch  ork  as  a blography~af ter  all  U»o  tluo  ia  hero  wiion 
a o should  eve  a little  rest  and  not  be  driven  and  imawed 
at  oo  uch. 


Of  course  If  s e doee  try  It  I'll  help  in  any 
I can,  bit  I a too  tied  up  vilth  prolrcte  of  ;y  own — 
we  never  did  get  aro.md  to  talking  about“them~to  do  ,»ch  of 
t'lo  rooearoh  for  or.  >ut  anywri Uhe  declilon  can  be  loft  to 

and  olon  I non  t hat  whatever  ,,  our  conclusion  is  it  nil  I 
os  1 11  rig  it  one. 


'.e  are  i 
Is  olnply  .sdarvllle, 
not  certain. 


opln^T  to  get  off  to  *aohlgsn  (the  ad  iross 
ioh.)  next  yhursday  lomlnc,  I***!-  It  Is 


'onutl'ir  we  both  send  our  love  to  all  nan  of  along 
our  hooo  f.  at  ou  will  be  in  the  little  house  for  isny 
weeks  to  come. 


Tuna  18,  19J8 


Oaar  iirry, 

I think  t ie  :lar!»  a ton  s.Ji^j’pBtlon  for  elan 
ell  r vary  interaotlng.  r,  oee  lany  difi  icultl  o In  t e 
•ay,  but  It  she  takes  fire  nt  •.  . idea  1 n.i  aure  • ;«t  ao-.ono-v 
or  ariotaer  avan^e  cnte  can  be  ado  ior  '>er  to  aat  I'.,  into 
exec  tion> 


'olt'i  end  I Instellod  her  end  ■’oily  en  to 
rest  of  tie  nn:^e  ' 'orbert  and  fo'ir  dof;8)  In  oir  little 

In  ’0‘i  B'  lpohlro  abotrt  a I’lonth  apo,  sp.'eed  "jord  a 'Ong 
,o  nalgibors  th-;t  t'ao.  wanted  no  allers,  and  left  thea 
alone,  olen  is  catc  ling  up  nita  r oorroopondonce  and 
pu  ting  or  'At;. rial  on  ’npR.-»  in  order,  hie  has  p'-ocedonco 
over  all  o.  .er  litemry  foilc  on  or  part.  I don't  know 
■shot  er  it  will  aiiape  into  a b <ok  or  not,  thoigh  I ret  or 
ttink  so  and  I think  1 'light  b’  a g io.l  plan  ‘or  you  to 
.vrite  her  about  your  Interest  in  it.  'Iho  -las  had  numerous 
repu<  sis  for  er  opinions  on  Jarian  (whic  '-  on  t>  e whole  are 


>-7 


not  favornble)  but  as  scrujulously  avoided  na  cing  any  state- 

‘f 


rents  .or  publicf'tlon  until  s le  had  ti  ne  feo  coll  ct  her 
t o ights.  3he  ’.Jill  p'Obably  be  In  'nonvllie  until  late  in 
t e .lU'iior  since  we  s ail  not  be  uoin  the  home  ouroelv.is 
until  then  (we  gol-x  •;  to  ‘'ichlgon  next  week  for  a short 
visit).  ' suggested  r,o  .’oily  that  If  elon  fe  Is  Ilk;  undo.' - 
ta  log  ;lara  harton  we  get.  toget  or  ■.’ith  ■ ou  after  t'ley 
return  -o  ’'o.-est  ills,  frey'!!  br>  leisvlng  soon  after  t at  i'or 
oovoral  -.onths  in  '"cotland. 


'’Incerel 


f ou  ll!«  t'.e  Idea  j1  t' e book  on  Japan  '■  ' TO  Ight 
be  a goo)  oubliclt.  note  to  the  t'ff  ct  that  las  "teller  has 
gone  beyon ) th  roac  i of  telephones  » o write  it  (better  get  er 
per-ioBlon  f rot,  thoigh). 


U:i 

r^- 


■r.  '-'rry  . 'aule 
TO  ibleday  Toran  end  o. 
1^  Vest  A9th  "tr.  et 
'o.v  ork  It , , , 


Tuly  21,  195s 


Oflaresl  Oirla, 

Keith  end  I both  thour^t  elen's  letter  to  Samoff 
perfect  and  nailed  it  at  ouoe.  3amofi  is  later  In  the  year  to 
receive  the  'arooni  oedal  (I  thinic  this  may  be  a secret)  and 
Keith  and  ‘\r.  Oibson  are  on  a oonnitteo  (quite  a big  coniiltteo, 

I believe)  to  decide  about  the  proaentntion,  program,  etc. 

I lon't  know  aoat  to  say  about  the  dabson  crack. 

The  only  reference  to  it  I ea«  v;as  in  lime  and  it  ?nay  be;  that 
moiit  oapero  classified  it  as  newo  that  «as  not  fit  to  print.  The 
Con/^ relational ists  ou  lit  to  apologize  and  the  Swodonborgians  ouj^t 
to  do  Bomething,  but  I am  afraid  that  is  Just  wnat  labson  mats — 
publicity — and  I'd  ate  to  eoe  him  gratified. 

Your  tour  of  Ne.v  >-kigland  sounds  delightful.  I don't 
know  ;,aen  we'll  get  to  Foss  til. — por->a >e  not  until  .he  fbll.  I 
haven't  /leard  froin  Uncle  Thad  yet  as  to  w on  he  will  arrive.  Onddy's 
eye  was  operated  on  by  Or.  Cal  lOim,  one  of  the  dxstore  Ur.  •'orena 
recoia-ended  (ho  uaon't  dead,  as  I t ought,  but  off  in  Europe  vThen 
dadd^  tried  to  get  him  once  before)  and  it  seems  non  as  if  it  <vas 
■Ighly  Buoceusfnl.  's' 11  got  his  glasses  about  a month  from  non. 

Ann  'ma  with  him  In  Atlanta  wiile  ho  was  in  the  hospital  >nd  -.as 
stayt-d  at  homo  to  read  to  him  while  the  eye  Is  under  ba  dage. 
l.obert  is  having  a gpy  tl;-)e  in  Portland  with  filing  oxcursio.is  Into 
nine,  'o  ei  taken  up  f idling  with  groat  enthueiaam  and  (I  hope) 
aore  skill  than  he  showed  on  C ystal  take. 

horry  about  the  Ook  thing.  Some  way  aust  be  provided 
for  'elen  to  liave  a oomfo  table  and  dignified  life  frot;  thlo  point 
forward,  “lo  must  H-Tufflo  all  the  cards  this  fall. 

(live  orbort  our  love  and  keep  late  for  your  tuo 

::  elves. 


; Oearoet 

» 

t 

I oeo  no  rooaon  why  'oltn  ohouldn't  join  the 
Ro^al  r.ocloty  of  Arto  If  she  wlahee  Lo.  ’hit  t;ie  time  h«»  pasued 
W ien  any  society  con  coni  or  an  .onor  upon  her  by  Invlttnf!;  her  to 
Ljeooir.e  a mmbor;  tie  dlotlnotlon  now  rune  In  the  opposite  direc- 
tion and  If  8 /e  would  rather  not  join  she  "las  aaple  reason  for 
not  doing  so.  She  can  cite  the  fact  t’ at  she  has  ©fused  to 
receive  honorary  dogre  a,  that  she  la  ?/rapped  up  In  the  thlnr 
tiiat  s':e  has  :aade  ler  life  work,  etc,,  etc.  It  coste  aionoy — not 
wioh.  It  la  trie,  but  these  little  Ite'na  added  up  at  t-:e  end  of  the 
year  oak  quite  a sxa.  I should  say  t .at  the  t Ing  to  do  Is  to 
folios  h r Inollnntion, 

That  was  good  ne-va  that  erbort  gave  w .en  iio 
teleohonj.d.  The  .louoe  had  beoone  a white  alop  ant  and  I a.i  glad 
you  are  rid  of  lt«  I -oob  you  can  find  exactl..  That  you  want  aid 
‘ that  It  will  not  be  a terrific  distance  from  ’’arden  Ulty.  I 

' appr  elated  erbert's  taklnj^  tliae  to  call  ?ne. 

’ ‘llnce  I aaw  ;ou  I have  leernod  two  good  ways  of 

j nia  lng  a terrier  loose  hls  grip.  Friday  a week  ago  when  I waa 

I out  with  • e:3U0  a .lurderoua  little  51eal  han  In  t e neigh iioi  iood 

^ nallod  him.  The  ^l-aly-iarn'e  ovmor  carae  out  and  grabbed  iLn,  and 

I w en  he  oouliln’t  inake  him  turn  lo  se  gave  uo  a match  to  atrlko  and 

" old  a.'pxlnDt  hls  nose.  You  don’t  )iave  to  bum  theij  when  It  gets 

hot  eno  igji  thfly  let  go  (Rnius  waa  not  badly  hurt,  but  I go  out 
now  with  a cane,  ready  to  strike  hard  If  nf'Ceosary),  The  other  ^wiy 
which  I 'laven't  tried  but  was  reconniondcd  by  a frlmd  who  has  had 
bull  terrlo.-a  is  to  lift  t Bn  bv  ti- e hind  lego  lullln,  the  lege  a 
little  apan-  as  ^ou  lift,  or  some  reason  this  forces  them  to  let 
oth  those  '.lothods  have  an  advantage  over  boating  In  t'at  there 
la  no  danger  oi  broa''l:»g  the  dog's  b«ok  or  other"Jlee  pcrjia  ently 
Injuring  linu  hut  !,ord.  Lord,  how  those  terriers  can  awing  on!  I 
■leve.’  saw  anything  like  It, 

oover'a  latter  wae  dellghtftil  a id  r *tj  pui-tln;;  It 
In  the  flic  hfro  to  turn  over  to  'ou  who  you  get  settled  down. 

There  .ms  apporently  on  Iten  In  t te  ' rib  ine  this 
laoinlng  nbotit  ’ele'n'a  leaving  orst  hllla.  r lid  not  sec  anyt  Ing 
In  the  rimes  but  I didn't  look  carefully. 

t hope  ;,ou  are  nvlng  a plc«iB'>nt  tlrao  In  '■.’llllajo- 
burg.  To  visit  there  very  nwi  a i ! then,  obort  olllno,  j ofeiisor 
of  ■ ology,  wno  llvis  on  "Torth  ntreet  (I  think  It  le)  le  an  old 
friend  of  'elth's  and  wo  know  quite  well  'oorge  ; raver  (no.v  dead) 
and  hla  daughter  'arlcwi  i<v>  op<-nt  aovoml  s'jnrarra  t ore  painting, 

I think  It  In  a lovcl,"  part  of  the  ota^.o. 


■ur  love  to  all  o ; ou 


Cl  'VJLy  '■  t ”. (:  c<  <_„  / ^ 


/ ■) 


\LU  Cc 


^ i,  ■ , '^ 


\ r 

^\iui..O  V_M  'S  'LLCct 


/ 


' v< 


r \ ‘i'i  ^ 


/ 'n 
Ci.1  ' 


Cl  Co  - 


ni  FtFTH  STREET  • GARDEN  CITY  ■ NEW  YORK 


August  26,  1958 


Doarest  Girls, 

I a'!  inclosing  a copy  of  the  letter  I sent 
Visa  Hulse  with  regard  to  the  books  for  Grotchm  Green. 

I rather  doubt  If  they  will  send  them  on  con  Ignment  and 
I think  six  Is  too  i;any  for  elen  to  present  outright. 
Poor  Gretohen.  Her  life  has  not  been  an  enviable  one. 

;^e  .us  Is  ba  k f rom  the  loapltal,  his 
wounds  nicely  healed.  Dr.  Crawford  is  marvellous.  An 
Intestine  was  punctured  and  infection  had  set  In,  with 
high  fever  and  other  distress,  emus  was  nev  livelier, 
but  he  goes  Into  a panic  If  he  gets  out  of  our  sight — 
apparf.ntly  afraid  tuat  It  moans  another  ton  days  In  jail. 
The  o nors  of  the  Poa’yham  have  olfered  to  i>ay  hlo  bill 
and  have  iromlaed  faithfully  to  keep  their  dog  indoors, 
bit  e never  go  out  without  a heavy  cane  la  case  of  fur- 
ther attack. 


rjncle  rhad  sailed  Tuesday  for  Panama,  Take 
Bednesday  for  emuda.  We  are  expecting  Ann  next  week 
and  we  are  planning  to  go  bo  Gnowvllle  ab  ;ut  the  middle 
of  Septenber.  ,'e'll  bo  here  on  the  3th  and  are  all  crazy 
to  see  ,,ou.  Don  link  and  his  paronts  will  be  In  the  Foss 
Vt.  house  the  first  week  In  Sept.  It  las  pleased  is  to 
have  It  occupied  so  much  this  s inner,  but  we  are  hungry 
now  for  a whack  at  It  ourselves. 


Our  lo  e to  all  of  you. 


AJguat  28,  1953 


oaroat  (>lr'lB, 

I an  Inoloelng  a copy  of  tha  lotler  I wrote  Zoe 
oclcley.  I Bin  sure  she  Imowe  wiat  I mean,  for,  as  I r«n«ib  r It, 

^eoc  er  had  :ealie  toll  her.  At  any  i-ate  I think  It  wloo  not  to 
let  her  go  a eal  .It  lOut  ohec'  Ing  up  on  what  a ie  says. 

Bo  are  expeoting  Ann  one  ;lay  thla  woec  and  I hope  «o 
can  all  have  a g -t  to  thor  before  wo  aot  out  for  New  amps  lire. 

It  looks  no  . as  if  wo  shall  not  g' t off  until  after  Sopt.  17,  tho  igh 
oith  is  alroady  sui'forlng  from  hay  fever,  hia  old  onomy. 

TO  lay  la  our  twelfth  wed  iing  annivereary.  o are  going 
io  celebrate  by  seeing  the  npanish  picture  "Blockade"  this  evening. 
Another  twelve  ears  aid  tho  bomba  .may  bo  avich  closer  to  ua  than  that. 
Alas,  as  lelcn  would  say. 


0 r lo  e to  all  of  you 


Sept.  I,  1958 


Ooeretrt  Polly, 

he  booko  wore  eont  to  rote  en  on  cono igi^sont,  oo  .;e 
need  not  worry  about  tiot  any  more.  I do  ,opo  th  girl  succeeds  In 
•er  .rojoct. 


r for  ot  to  say  that  of  c uroe  I can  -o  Into  the  Vo  mda- 
tlon  vith  you.  Even  if  wo  can't  do  all  of  It  non,  a single  day  ^Tould 
nelp  a lot  if  wo  dived  for  t-.o  nujst  Inportant  thinge  first. 

rf  you  own  the  "orgaret  Malsoy  book  I want  to  borro»  it 
when  ou  got  back,  rovleno  have  all  been  entertaining. 

Ann  arrlvf 6 Saturday. 

It  is  ploosiint  to  nave  oo  any  nice  letters  still  oojoing 
nbo'jt  t'o  Jo'irnnl.  se'!!  collect  them  all  w en  wo  got  to  ot  er  a id 
)ut  them  In  an  env  lone  for  filing. 


Our  love  to  all  of  ;ou 


OYeober  12,1?J8 


Dm  rest  Irle, 

'®r-  «r®  thr®«  oopl'-a  of  Dr®  i*n  RptcrUson'®  l>«outlful 
l®tt®r.  Sorr  to  b®  b5  la'^®  7lth  t e . 

rhia  .ornin^  th®  sampl®  boolc  case  froiu  Aoalia  and  oa 
orida.  I win  turn  evor:thinc  over  to  the  french  binder** — e.'.cept 
" 'elen  eller  In  ''ootl  nd.*  ere  you  «Vlng  arran  <«*®nta  to  g®t  a copy 
of  that?  And  do  you  want  tne  lof^end  about  th®  booka  belni^  bound  for 
the  In*'  of  'hi.njalavla  on  .hoae?  I rather  think  not. 

■'ay  anent  last  "ueaday  ilth  ua  wor'.ln.ij  In  -'olth’a  dark- 
room. "he  aa  an  order  for  IJOO  chrla  oaa  cards  and  -ae  gone  home  no.'! 
to  jrln;,  t.®".  It  la  a ver-.  laoo'tant  ooTnilaalon,  elnc®  It  la  for  th® 
socialite  n®ad  of  a sc  ool  In  Saa  .Ingtai  who  wan'.s  .1®  to  nlgn  tie 
prlnta.  It  will  -Ivo  »er  a marvellous  lot  of  publicity,  but  t er®  are 
■an,  difficulties.  In  t ® f 1.  s place,  tn^  subjoct  la  a snail  piece  of 
marble  wl  .h  delicate  carving  anl  tracery  an-f  no  color  to  aake  the 
pattern  stan  out.  e non-,  experienced  p lOto  ;ra  ihrr  * >uld  a /e  .rouble 
7lt'T  It,  and  «r  first  plot  srea  rere  failures,  'elth  loaned  ler  ne  o 
la  oa  wras  for  a second  at-napt.  Printin'^  IJOO  plotur-^s  all  alike  will 
be  tedixia  br^ond  belief,  but  I lop  she  oomee  tnrojg  Ith  It  all  right. 
3 e will  be  b ok  in  ^o.n  York  eoon  after  'lanksglvlng.  I think  no  one 
need  worry  about  her  If  a'^e  can  find  a satisfactory  outlet  for  at 
enonBOue  oh  slcal  energ,  of  ere. 

"elt  h la  off  to  oc  cetcr  for  a eek  at  a convention. 

'e  oro.nlsed  ;o  fait  ully  that  e mould  no.  start  an  '.hln,  new  len  no 
flnlahed  hla  colo  boo  , but  find  now  that  e Is  In  labor  1th  a now 
Idea.  It  will  br  a month  or  tvo  befoe  ho  knows  w^eth  r Is  b Lnglng 
forth  a 'ale  or  a nlnnow  or  a onaterj  if  It's  a .vholo  no'll  b* 
b>al»r  tan  over,  ‘ore  on  this  subject  later. 

I hope  ou  are  pl«  ‘Smtly  establls  ed  In  'OToarkot.  .e 
both  rov;,  ;ou  your  -orosoeots  for  the  ilntor. 


Our  love 


-J>U2^  . 


Deareat  Girls, 


•e  got  back  from  New  Hampshire  on  Wednesday  after  a beautiful 
trip. No  snow  except  what  .vas  already  on  the  ground.  T lat  was  plenty — about 
t elve  inches  and  we  moved  about  on  snowshoes  most  3f  the  time  and  -.ere 
surprised  at  how  much  easier  they  made  walking.  We  went  up  the  nill  on  a 
tractor  and  o me  down  the  same  v<ay.  Rojert  joined  us  for  t ie  .v  ek-end.  We 
told  hiu  to  come  light  because  he  would  have  to  walk  from  the  turn  at  :;r. 
Everitt's,  so  he  arrived  with  a pair  of  pajamas  and  a bottle  of  whisky.  We 
had  an  awfully  good  time,  but  Keith  picked  up  a cold  on  the  last  day  which 
has  been  rather  troublesome. 

His  new  magazine  is  going  through  and  it  looks  as  if  he  aid 
his  boys  (l  forgot  to  say  that  Don  was  with  us  in  New  Hampshire,  a tower  of 
strength  when  it  ca;ae  to  aretting  in  wood  and  .later)  are  going  to  be  standing- 
on-their-heads  busy  for  the  next  few  months.  It  is  all  pretty  exciting. 

Ann  had  the  most  wonderful  time  of  her  life  at  Elizabeth 
Bain's  Christina^  I mean  that  literally.  She  fell  in  love  with  your  brother, 
as  I am  sure  I should  too  if  I ev^r  nad  t^ie  chance.  She  wants  me  to  come  over 
for  a month  and  come  back  with  her,  but  I sian't  be  able  to  do  it. 

I hope  iioollcott's  article  was  good.  Sometimes  ne  rings  the 
bell  and  again,  like  everybody  else,  he  doesn't;  but  he  has  a very  genuine 
feeling  lor  Teacher  which  ought  to  help. 

We  are  anxious  to  know  how  you  are  getting  on.  We  were  very 
comfortable  in  the  Foss  ?,Tt.  house  except  around  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
No  matter  how  many  blankets  we  had  the  cold  began  to  seep  in  about  -.hat  time. 
I think  I'll  try  sleeping  bags  the  next  time,  only  this  v/inter  I think  there 
will  be  no  next  time.  The  new  magazine  will  look  after  that. 


Our  lo  e to  all  of  „ou 


Ill  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island,  New  York 


it 


Daceuiber  14,  1939 


DactT  Robbia, 


.)Oll,  anyway,  I am  glad  tha  damii  thing  ia 
settled.  Di8£^pointad  though.  I am  seuding  your  Ifttar 
on  to  iliss  Kolier  and  hope  that  we  can  now  saw  a button 
on  the  whole  sorry  business.  I faal  awfully  apologetic 
about  the  Sajount  of  trouble  it  has  caused  you  end  I 
know  Helen  would  abase  herself  before  you  if  she  knew 
about  it.  I shan’t  tell  her  right  away,  howevsr,  since 
Herbert  is  still  in  the  hospital.  Vary  sick.  And  one  of 
the  dogs  is  dying.  V;all-a-day,  it’s  a great  world! 

Please  have  a merrj  ChrietmM  and  some  time 
after  the  New  Year  let's  take  up  the  question  of  rioting 
over  Long  Island  together. 

Love, 


1 


111  Fifth  r.treot,  "lardflu  City,  I.ong  Island 

'leco^ber  21,  19J3 


^ear  ”r.  . oedori 

Mlsfl  lelon  Keller  oa  asked  tm  to  reply  to  > our  letter  of 
•iccember  5.  Tie  Is  deeply  In  aynipathy  with  y ur  plan  and  regrets  t lat  It 
Is  not  ooaslblo  for  ner  to  send  a nanuscrlot.  hhe  noltl  her  house  in  Forest 
'ills  Lhia  fall  and  all  her  papers  are.  In  storage.  She  herself  is  tra  elliog 
at  the  moment  (hence  the  delay  In  answering  your  letter)  end  It  la  not 
possible  to  get  at  the  thlnge.  ''  an  sorry. 

"’incorely  yours. 


Mr.  <alph  oeder 
beague  of  ime  loan  iJr Iters 
Jfll  Fourth  *,vonue 
Hew  York  City 

H.T. 


Dearest  Girls, 


Welcome  Home.'  I am  In  a rage  about  the  Tiay  you  are  being  treated 

no  rest  In  Florida  and  now  this  Inhuman  lengthening  of  your  schedule.  The  worst 
of  It  Is  that  they  don't  seem  to  realize  that  they  are  driving  you  out  of  the 
country. 


Various  Items: 

1.  I cabled  Michael  Joseph.  Vts.  Rill  asked  me  to  have  him  consult 
Mr.  Reters  (her  English  partner)  who  had  already  been  negotiating  on  the  serial 
ri^ts  over  there. 

2.  No,  It  Is  not  necessary  to  acknowledge  the  Good  Housekeeping 
note.  After  you  have  actually  seen  the  article  I'll  drop  them  a note  If  you 
like  It.  I think  It  excellently  displayed. 

3.  Helen's  letter  In  behalf  of  Lawrence  was  beautiful  and  I 
mailed  It  at  once.  I am  sorry,  however,  th.at  she  took  her  precious  time  to 
write  it,  and  I felt  guilty  when  I got  that  adorable  lett  r she  wrote  me. 

(still  awfully  glad  to  have  It  though). 

4.  If  you  are  in  town  around  publication  date  of  the  Journal 
Doubledays  would  like  to  give  a tea  or  cocktail  party  at  the  Coffee  House 
or  some  other  swank  joint  inviting  a number  of  bigwig  critics.  Publication 
date  Is  March  11.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  get  out  of  this  If  you  like.  I 
have  told  them  that  your  schedule  is  so  heavy  that  I do  not  believe  you  can 
do  -inyt-hlne  beyond  the  work  actually  connected  with  the  campaign.  And  I have 
not  agreed  yet  that  you  are  to  autOfOraph  books. 

5.  fe  want  the  Itinerary  as  soon  as  we  can  get  It.  It  will  be 

a great  help  to  the  salesmen  and  will  be  at  least  one  phase  of  promotion  that 
will  not  entail  any  work  on  your  part. 

6.  The  fact  that  you  are  going  to  be  In  New  England  in  July  le  ds 
me  to  rtmind  you  that  there  is  a grand  rabbit  hole  for  you  to  hide  In  on  Foss 
Mt.— and  we  can  keep  people  away.  If  necessary  there  is  a big  rock  we  con  roll 
a ross  the  road. 

7.  Tes,  of  course  I'll  be  delighted  to  have  lunch  with  you  on 
Thursday  or  any  other  day,  hut  we'll  be  t>\lklng  on  the  telephone  before  then 
and  can  make  definite  arrangements. 

Meantime  :iy  love,  and  Keith's  and  Jake's,  to  both  of  you. 


Ooarest  Polly, 


Since  I have  been  here  I have  had  several  notes  from  harden 
Olty  saying  that  the  papers  had  carried  word  of  lelen's  ooeratlon.  You 
can  t esca^  them  wherever  jou  go.  The  Associated  .-ress  h^s  been  after  us  a 
^ story  about  you.  You  are  the  news  angle  in  ths  picture  now 
If  it  can  be  put  off  until  we  get  together  l think  it  might  be  a very  .^ood* 
plan.  « ^ave  an  excellent  publicity  man  at  Toubleday's  now  who,  I >now  vill 
be  glad  to  c^perate  with  you  in  every  nay.  If  we  can  sit  down  together'arj 

best.  I have  some  material  that  I got  from  you  last  October,  but  t ere  are 
a pod  many  gaps  that  must  be  filled.  I know  all  this  is  distasteful  to  ou 
but  it  is  part  Of  your  Job.  Part  of  mine,  too,  and  i'll  do  whatever  I ca;i  to 
help,  r am  writing  this  to  warn  you  what  to  expect  but  you  have  probably  had 
already  many  namings.  jf 


I do  hope  'felen  ia  recovering  nicely  and  t.at  yo.  are  able 
to  relax  a little.  Shat  nn  anxious  time  it  has  been  for  youl  !)o  tal.e  care 
of  yourseip  I am  going  to  have  a rubber  stamp  made  of  that  sente  ice  and 
stomp  it  all  over  my  letters  to  both  of  you.  00  TAKE  OAHE  OF  YOU  SELV  SI 

ify  love  to  both  of  you,  as  always. 


De*ireot  "oily, 


I cend  alone  the  InclOGcd  which  "rs. 
aoblns  addressed  to  ^ne.  I do  not  ’^now  why  Vr.  Doubleday 
Is  asking  Helen  to  slen  the  contract  now  on  the  Teacher 
book  unices  It  is  to  Indicate  to  her  hie  very  real 
interest  in  it.  The  point  that  I have  alwayc  urged  so 
strongly  a^alnat--not  oroTilslng  to  have  the  •nanuscript 
ready  by  a cortain  tlTie--lG  taken  care  of.  he  is  ri;^t 
bat  there  is  no  reason  why  an  agent  should  have  a cut- 
in  on  it.  The  whole  question  la  one  upon  which  1 do  not 
like  to  Tia>e  a pronounce'^ent,  especially  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  whatever  I say  is  likely  to  be  misunderstood 
by  such  people  as  '^ulr.  .hy  not  have  Helen  say  to 
r.  DoubifT<iay  that  she  will  talk  it  over  with  him  when 
she  sees  him?  \nd  by  the  way,  the  last  papers  you  sent 
to  Doubleday' s were  addressed  to  Mr.  Russell  Doubleday. 
Since  he  is  no  lon,:er  active  in  the  company  the  papers 
went  to  his  home  In  Glen  Cove,  finally,  after  considerable 
delay,  landing  at  lA  .sot  49  St. 

It  io  pleasant  to  know  that  you  are  on 
'artia'e  Vineyard^durin;  this  lovely  weather.  «e  are 
planning  to  et  away  Friday  moralng,  .ve'll  be  gone  two 
weeks  and  as  soon  as  I get  oaok  we'll  get  together,  'rs. 
Robins  says  r.  Doubleday  is  really  very  anxious  to  see 
Helen  aad  as  soon  as  wo  get  back  will  try  to  arrange  a 
date.  ’'rs.  Robins  and  ’*las  Comstock  are  driving  up  to 
bnovr/lllo  to  spend  a few  days  with  us  while  we  are 
there. 


Dur  lo  e to  all  of  you. 


Dearest 


Polly, 


Since  I saw  you  I have  talked  with  two 
Ten  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  set-up  at  Readers 
2ia^est.  One  admires  the  outfit  very  much,  the  other 
does  not  care  for  it,  but  both  agree  that  the  In  Fact 
charges  are  perfectly  ridiculous.  I'he  editor  iT'a 
simple,  naive  sort  of  man,  whose  sole  purpose  is  to 
rublish  an  entertaining,  salable  magazine.  A valid 
objection  might  be  brought  against  him  in  that  ho  has 
no  social  philosophy  whatever,  but  to  call  him  a Fascist 
or  a Communist  ot  Jfo  give  him  any  other  label,  those 
men  tell  me,  is  absurd.  One  of  them  is  quite  well 
acquainted  with  Paul  Palmer  and  scouts  the  charges 
brought  a^^ainst  him.  It  has  been  five  years  anyv/ay  since 
he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Mercury,  and  if  you  go 
raking  over  past  coals  like  this  there  are  a good  many 
neople  who  can  be  blackened  with  pitch,  including  your 
friend  MacLeish — in  fact,  almost  anyone  ' ho  ever  had  a 
thought  that  the  system  under  which  we  are  now  living 
could  be  changed.  As  for  Seldes,  the  editor  of  In  Fact, 
they  tell  me  that,  he  is  a man  who  has  tried  hard  in 
various  ways  to  impress  himself  upon  his  time,  without 
much  success,  and  is  now  trying  this.  The  men  with  whom 
I tali'-ed  might  be  called  "capitalists,"  — they  are  both 
hardwor’-lng  journalists,  but  they  are  both  liberal  and 
remarkably  unprejudiced. 

It  was  ever  so  much  fun  seeing  you 
the  other  day  and  I don't  feel  that  we  are  half  talked 
out.  Ann  as''-ed  me  narticularly  to  ask  you  about  sending 
chocolate,  tea,  or  cheese  or  Sv^mething  of  the  kind  to 
the  people  In  Scotland.  Is  it  a good  idea?  Do  they  have 
to  "ay  duty  din  it  when  they  get  it?  And.  will  you  please 
send  me  Mlchie's  address  again?  I ’mow  I have  it  some- 
where, but  80  many  things  were  misplaced  this  summer 
while  I v/as  away. 


Let  me  know  when  you  are  coming  to  town 
on  ouher  errands.  I don't  have  to  use  any  gas  at  all  to 
get  to  the  city,  which  means  that  1 can  move  with  con- 
siderable freedom.  Tuesday  are  out,  ut  the  rest  of  the 
days  are  clear  until  1 start  my  home  nu  sing  course  and 
I don't  know  yet  when  that  will  be.  Have  to  wait  until 
a class  shapes  up. 


Our  love  to  everyone  of  you. 


3 


V , ';.r  j o J ini'.ef 

owj  Ijiw  f I ucx  i ooniC 

nofu'ah  Jfl  i.:o-Joo  ■'jilJ  fiJiw  tf>Jn2f>VpO£-  IIoy/  ot  - orr’  n»r 
tcriJc  oriJ  tiioun  y*ov  Jilauo  rrt;  no'ilctifi  e/.;.  . j 
Jofl  nl  9riJ  osn^jo  ri,Jc)Cl  jua  ,Ji  toI  dipo  vT^ri  ."'v  I 

£■  el  lOJIto  orfi  .aucIiioIMi  \i.loel'iec  dj-;  o.;.,'Ti  i: 
oJ  ai  •aoi'iijq  aloa  aacrfw  ..lar  “tc  r>vi£n  ,o£(jp1', 

hLl£v  /.  .onIsa^,eni  oldalfc  .^xilnlBjns Jn->  is-e  ifailcJij 
. r:  o.i  v/:dj  rJ.  rJri  J^;3rJo^d  sd  Jd^jiir  nclJoeldc. 

oai"  « r2r{  IIbo  oJ  Jt;d  ,^'5voJ(i.^w  ^rfqoaoliri-  iBioca  on 
idj  tladiil  lorfjo  Yf>£-  ndii  evi,-;  oii{  Jo  J.,i nu^rc^-  r 
Il9w  9Jjtup  aj;  nvdJ  Ic  sn^  .i/ioadc  nl  , ^ 

^ aaj^T^iifo  eiffi  gJuc-jb  f>i:£  TOiriB’  Iob  : rUi*  t*i  ^55 

^.1-  -^x-wvni?  aiiit-x  ®vil  nt’od  eari' JI  .trid  J..r;Jr  . ^ 

^ uo^  ti  ^.;x.  . VTUf.  QciJ  riJiv  oJ  i;nXd 

an  fcoci;  a SIP.  ‘^ToriJ  PldJ  oftl  alaco  oBpq  -x^'V  jii  'V  ' 
T gniiijjor.l  .i'lOw'l  ; lUiw  Iwris'  -pid  ^>d  nao  erf  i^•o  • ■ 
A .1  'iflvo  ori.  sno^na  Jacrrlc  ,Jo  .'}  ixI--rfaZ9Jn«  ;;  -i  ' 
:^nxvij’  won  ma  .>.y  rioXriw  nofne  <rej  .^u  ndj  jp:-  orf- i.cri4 
.Jca*?  nl  I0  ^cJI^O  odJ  ,qoMo-;  .tojinr.rfo  t w fcljicc 

nl  Marf  bolTj  anrf  orfv!  rjin-  p ; . 1 ' r nr  XIsJ  ^srfj 

JuodJiv  aid  no'ij  ‘Jleerriri  cir  ti^aw  aocinav 

fcc.d'.y  rfjiw  0 ;-  .airfj  jjni’^TO  ivon  :,i  rr;:  ,aa©ooi/Q  riou.'" 
rfJod  oTfl  'i.e.iJ--"  ,ajeiIajiqao*  ixilfao  scl  jri^iT  i 

Jbnjc  Inscil  rfjod  o'la  yotij  Jjjd  , jJ  .lip-mucj,  ^i%’'xow.‘'t«ri 

. i«ol  f'x.  (,9-Timi  T^Idp'iftr-o'X 


ucx  ^nissa  nul  rioum  ca  ’lovs  arw  Ji 
SeyiaJ  lixixi  saa  ow  JerfJ  leol  J 'nc  b I fax  xbI  ncrfjc  sfij 
j,ni£fi90  Jjjoda  uo^  oJ  xItlIud/j-z^  r lt  .‘'^'-'aa  rn.-  .Juo 
OJ  bnlM  odJ  lo  snXflJssoa  to  enne-Jo  ■1.:.  ,£nj  tSJxrcrr 
ovpfl  ^oriJ  oG  vaebi  fcoo^  a JI  al  .r.-;pI,;coa  nl  rtl.ioscr  sr; 
oarslq  uc^  III'  .5n/»  TJl  de^  ^oriJ  n^r;  ji  ni  \Jub  c-I 
-9troa  JI  avarl  I won:  I Tnlp>,a  Has*::  r e'c.Idciw  er  fvtoG 
Tsirrtia  alrij  beoplqaim  anew  85.1! r{^  y^rs?  os  Jun  t-ni'd-’ 

, :n-.;p  BBw  I nil  ’- 


nwcj  OJ  nnlrtoo  STa  uc’^  nodw  won:'  J: 

OJ  IJa  Ja  aa^  -^a  sou  oJ  eved  j'nol.  ; ...'  mis  lorijc  no 

-noo  rijiw  svop  aco  I jxdj  Jina  -n  ,^JIo  odd  cj  j< 

orfJ  lo  dae*i  odd  dw  ,Joo  stp  i^pbuou'i  . njci/T  r..'.-, 

bnc  otnuoo  jnln  oii  njiori  diPda  I IlJnn  tp'1;  otj  ai^xib 
lidnn  Jlflfi  od  svaii  .sd  IIIw  Jj.rfj  nsnw  ir>\  won:'  J’ncf'  I 

. u a*-. -.'.-ts  'lep/c  p 


,oosf  lo  onoY^ovo  od  over  loC 


Doarost  Folly, 


I think  Helen's  letter  to  I'r.  Ziegler 
very  fine  and  I am  glad  she  felt  like  writing  It.  I am 
returnins  it  for  your  files,  also  the  letter  from  Yrs. 

Mort  about  'r.  Bates.  Mr.  Bates  seems  to  bo  what  Keith 
calls  "bad  nows."  It  is  an  oopeoial  pity  in  hie  case, 
for  he  was  in  a position  where  he  might  have  been  able  to 
do  quite  a lot  of  good. 

Ann  is  due  to  reach  Dublin  v;tl|h  the 
children  some  time  tomorrow.  Jake  had  meant  bo  fly  down 
and  Join  them  in  Atlanta,  but  Babcock  and  Wilcox  are 
running  some  Imrortant  teats  this  week-end  and  ho  tiad  to 
stay  for  them.  I liave  about  decided  not  to  go  down  until 
after  Keith's  operation  is  over,  ar^  since  this  will  not 
take  place  until  some  time  in  July— probably  the  first 
week — it  -^ay  mean  that  1 shall  miss  the  children  entirely. 
I shall  bo  sorry  about  that,  but  if  I left  Keith  now  I'd 
be  BO  v;orrled  I'd  be  no  pleasure  to  myself  or  anybody 
else. 


let  me  know  when  you  arc  coming  to  town. 
'*aybe  we  can  have  lunch  together  and  theai  go  to  a movie 
or  something.  I'd  love  to  see  "'*aJor  Barbara."  I am 
still  hoping  to  see  "The  Doctor's  Dlle  ma"before  It 
closes,  but  can't  be  sure  yet. 


Love  to  all  of  you. 


Tcaraat  i^olly. 

It  wa»  a r lief  to  hear  from  you  a d to  lai04  that  jOu 
were  about  to  leave  >ojr  lo„  retreat.  The  very  severe  «eat  er  hud  us 
worried  about  you. 

I'm  80  glad  you  liked  foolloott's  article.  V.’lll  you 
send  m-  iis  address,  please?  I a :al 1 want  to  write  him  ae  soon  as  I 
lave  read  it.  I was  sorry  to  miss  seeing  him  before  we  went  away. 

Keith's  new  .magazine  is  to  be  called  I’hototeo'inique 
and  is  to  be  entirely  concerned  with  the  technical  side  of  photo- 
giapny — miCiOphotography,  X-rays,  difficult  S'iOts,  color  photography, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  and  will  probably  bo  as  incomprehensible  to  tr.e 
layoan  as  tlectronica.  The  pressure  is  already  beginning  and  I am 
more  th  .n  a little  diai.urbed  about  him.  The  cold  is  better  but  not 
qui oe  gone. 


Helen's  .tadlo  Guide  message  does  not  seem  to  be  up  to 
er  usual  high  standard — that  is,  parts  of  it.  And  these  parts  I 
t-iin.c  can  simply  be  omitted.  I t'llnk  S'le  is  ratner  be  lind  the  times 
on  ’■'.er  first  sentence.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  anyone  now  who  said 
t e world  was  devoid  of  marvela;  In  fact,  the  coiiplalnt  rat  tr  naia 
to  the  fact  t «t  it  is  too  full  of  marvels  t at  we  don't  know  how  to 
use  properly. 


The  "Information  please"  progrrm  is  design-  d for  «rter- 
uainment  and  fills  Its  purpose  admirably,  but  for  sobin:  Iniormation 
(and  she  is  spea.ilng  soberly  here)  t.iere  are  .uany  others  t iat  might 
better  bo  mentioned.  For  instance,  uhat  very  notable  Town  Meeting 
program  on  Thursday  evenings  or  some  of  the  Latin-American  broadcasts 
or  even  -avaloade  of  Am.rica.  I think,  'iowever,  unless  she  s a fan 
of  one  o,  these  programs  it  W'Uld  be  better  for  her  to  stick  to 
gonerali;,ies  and  not  mention  any  by  nauo.  xcopt  for  these  points  I 
think  the  article  all  right.  Because  of  them  I am  sending  it  back  ro 
yo j instead  of  forwarding  it  to  Mr.  Julian. 


I think  Helen  ought  to  g>  into  "Leading  ,Vome  ; of 
America."  I am  t'lerofore  returning  the  blan . to  you — no,  never  mind. 
I'll  fill  lu  out  and  uand  it  on. 

I must  g t thla  off  so  it  will  reach  you.  More  later. 

Love  from  both  of  ue  to  all  Oi  you. 


February  lA,  19J9 


Dearest  Polly, 

I h"ve  written  the  Princess  abou^  tie  xanuacrlpts — 
saying  there  were  no^  any.  I told  her  .hSL  It  alg-it  be  jossible  to 
get  a photograph  with  two  or  three  lines  of  'Helen's  vrltlng  on  It, 
but  ^de  no  coacltioenta.  You  aay  hear  from  her  a^aln,  but  I doubt 
It.  I ion't  fnlnlc  there  111  be  lime,  .heirs  Is  a worthy  cause, 

3od  loiows,  anl  one  with  i^icdi  I think  lelen  wishes  to  be  identified. 

The  Rev.  '/aoFarland*  s letter  I should  throw  in -O  t ie 
wastebas c-.t.  It  has  b on  mloieographed  and  the  name  and  a dress 
filled  In  by  hand.  He  probably  sent  out  thousands.  It  ould  be 
perfectly  all  right,  of  course,  to  send  him  the  book  or  books 
(the  absolute  gall  of  asking  for  all  of  t-iem,  auto-Tr^phedl)  but 
I wouldn't  do  It.  There  Is  nothing  personal  in  his  request.  I 
am  returning  it.  Let  derbert  lose  it  if  you  don't  want  to  hrow 
it  away. 


I lOpe  to  have  encoura  ing  word  about  the  house  hunt 
How  do  rentals  run?  It's  a lot  lore  lun  to  o n your  OAin  place  but 
It  might  be  cheaper  to  re  it.  >e've  about  decided  to  stay  on  In 
Darden  City,  but  the  dream  of  a house  in  Connectlc it  «aa  a pleasant 
one  ehile  it  lasted  and  may  t m out  to  be  one  of  those  recurring 
dreams.  I don't  know. 

Not  muoli  news  down  our  way.  e've  been  sticking  pretty 
cloee  to  tie  house  since  ’le  got  back  from  Snosville. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you, 


Februar  14,  19J9 


My  dear  Prlooeas  zu  Loewenatein: 

ytas  Helen  Keller  nas  aaked  :ae  to 
reply  to  yojr  letter  of  February  19  requeatlng  an  original  r.anu- 
aorlpt  for  t le  rare  book  auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  Seraan 
aritera  in  exile.  The  letter  was  late  in  reaching  n r (a  le  naa 
been  uoving  about  the  country) ; hence  the  delay  in  replying. 

She  oas  not  kept  the  o iginal 

^anuBcripta  of  any  of  her  booka.  Her  Braille  notea,  from  .-iildi 
the  boi^a  were  written,  would  be  of  intereat  only  to  t'ne  blind, 
and  tile  typed  copiea  which  went  to  the  printer  wei'e  entirely 
impraonal.  Correctiona  were  made  on  them  aa  Wiaa  Kell  r direcwod, 
but  aince  a he  ia  blind  they  ad  to  be  written  down  by  another. 

The  only  thing  I could  sug^-eet 
would  be  a photograph  of  ?jHs8  Keller  with  a line  or  two  if  her 
own  writing  beneath  it.  I am  afraid  taere  will  not  be  tim  fbr 
thie  now  (wen  if  you  want  it),  but  if  you  will  telephone  me 
at  Garden  City  897-J  I will  get  in  touch  with  her.  Or  better  at  ill 
you  can  telegraph  her  at  ‘^arward  House,  Route  1,  Vestport,  Oonnec- 
t Icut. 


ery  truly  youra. 


Princes  zu  Loewenatein 

Am  rican  Guild  for  Oer-xsan  Cultural  Freedom  Inc. 
20  Vosey  St.,  New  York  City,  N.Y. 


March  2,  1?59 


Oeareat  Polly, 


H II  ^ »-he  ride  back  to  town  aoat 

deligatful.  Miae  Comall  1 ,.  ta-rlbiy  Interested  In  .e.c:ier-t  e 

of  those  early  yea  a appeal  a .o  :er  -,a  it  does  to  you  a.d  ae  and  I 

surprised  if  ehe  and  . r huabanl  do  not  -.ry  -.o  do 

someth ing  about  it.  ■' 

an  hideo  sly  sorry  about  -'r.  .iullan.  I wrot.e  oim  . 

note  of  abject  apology  t is  oming  but  no.  ing  can  uia'<e  up  i or  la 

I a n't  forgive  layaelf.  ' 

"o-e  0 t-;e  pictures  I think  are  c’ a inp— o ere  f jzz. 
and  no  good  in  other  .a,  a.  ' have  :ad  ti.e  only  o test  orin  s 

ornell  orints  of 

t ose  I think  worth  keeping. 


VLaA^ 


j/L>e>ce-la 


It  -Taa  eve  so  luo  i fun  seeing  '’oike  a d '^is  wife 
a sin  a d I a.,  glad  for  all  of  your  aakes  t -ou  are  nei  -, bora. 

tfore  long  I jant  lo  cone  up  ar.d  see  your  new  domain.  In  ^ <-  -e°n- 
uiae  do  take  jare  of  -ouraaf— I don't  like  t at  cold. 

.loine  "a  in  sending  love.  I am  nclosing  o le 
think*  -e'^azine.  ^rett;  *’or  idable,  I 


•ith  love  to  all  of  . 


OU,  as  «l.*avs. 


March  5,  1959 


Dear  at  Polly, 


Af'ter  I got  !Ome  the  other  day  I looked  up  *3fe 
Bereaved*  to  see  IX'  there  waa  aoything  on  It  t.at  would  give  ua  a 
clue  BO  to  low  to  look  it  up.  You  liad  probably  already  done  the 
aame  thin.'  and  Icnov*  t .at  it  .ea  nothin^',  but  Loalie'a  nam^  on  it. 

^low  aotoewhere  platta  of  the  book  oiuat  exiat  and  ahoe.er  aettled 
Leal  la*  a eatate  ought  to  know  how  to  locate  the:n.  Hia  i e :night 
even  know.  It  would  coat  quite  a loot  to  run  off  new  platea  and 
under  any  oircuoiatanoea  you  would  need  to  clear  the  copyright. 

Helen  might  ~!ave  to  buy  it  baok.  If  you  can  auggeat  anybody  t at 
I can  get  in  touch  with.  I'll  be  glad  to  aee  if  I can  run  it  dovm. 

Keith  knowB  the  man  at  the  Dell  Labaratories  wuo 
developed  the  talking  uan  and  aa^  a the.,  have  a lot  of  of  jer 
inter’  sting  stuff  do'wn  ere — artificial  la.y  nj^a.  etc.  They  are 

deecly  int. rested  in  h ‘man  soeeoh  because  of  t leir  coo^unication 
lines  and  ha -a  incidentally  d.veloped  a nuaber  of  aids  to  the  deaf. 

If  you  and  Helen  would  li’-.e  to  see  the  whole  >»or  to  some  time  Keltn 
could  easil:.  arrange  it.  You  would  be  «ell  protected  and  I t.iin.<  you 
migiit  find  it  fascinating.  A good  bit  of  it  is  to  oe  exhibited  at  the 
Vorld'a  Fair  but  you  could  get  a much  more  personal  view  by  looking 
at  it  in  the  Lab. 

I forgot  to  tell  you  .he  nice  things  ■,!i8s  Cornell 
said  about  you.  You  can  imagine  nhat  they  were  because  so  u«ny 
people  lave  said  them  at  differ’.nt  times,  but  a e did  apeak  very 
eapecially  of  the  taste  you  used  in  dressing  Helen  a.nd  how  much  it 
meant.  I as  lad  to  hear  ner  say  it;  ae  an  actreaa  so  much  before  t o 
public  a)ie  >nowa  the  value  of  proper  do  - ea  and  t e amount  of  time 
and  t'noagrjt  that  goes  into  selecting  them. 

B the  way,  her  auLObiography  ia  comin  out  towards 
- le  end  of  this  month.  3 a will  probably  send  ou  a copy,  but,  in  any 
event,  don't  buy  one  because  I shall  and  I'll  sand  it  to  jOU. 

.’y  head  la  in  prooeea  of  being  turned  by  caatact  with 
oelsDrifay.  You  and  -lelcn  and  3pika  and  Miaa  Cornell,  euad  on  ..ednesday 
I am  la  tea  at  t e Hitz  with  Domeraet  ’’augl-iam.  I met  ’.'ra,  Stowe 
at  the  7eias  Photographic  Exhibition  bhe  other  a:id  she  introdiood  jo 
to  a ounteaa  w .o  aoco npanied  her,  but  oounte  ees  those  days  I aimply 
Lose  over  ay  a'loul’Jer  without  oven  roaeabei'lng  -heir  naaea. 

I think  this  covers  eve  ything  at  th  :aO:aent.  Our  love 


to  all  O'.  .,ou 


March  6, 


1959 


nearest  ;>olly, 

^ don*t  In  the  least  like  the  news  from  Westport 
this  morning.  The  thought  of  you  and  Herbert  under  the  weather  at 
the  sajo  time,  even  though  not  very  far  under,  makes  me  silver.  I 
wish  yo  1 w re  not  so  far  away. 

I sho  -'ld  not  botior  1 .h  the  Biosop  ical  Institute. 
They  sound  a great  deal  like  nuts  to  mo,  though  they  may  be 
ey.ceLlent  people,  "ho  ave  -ome  good  names  and  their  cajue  is 
^ood,  but  ,,0-j  can  aay  th-t  of  nearly  ev  ry  aopeal  thit  cotass  in  o 
the  house. 


"ery  interestin',  that  letter  from  Miss  Rio  .arda. 
“effiile  er  moUier  into  talking  about  Teacher  ii  ^ou  possibly  can. 
It  is  like  tiat  family  to  try  to  jump  on  the  band  wa^on  wnenever 
It  goes  by,  but  I rionestly  think  the;,  nev  r .lad  any  but  ood  words 
for  ielen.  The  old  lady  is  a s>ecial  friend  of  voolloott’a  and 
Teacher  always  said  a he  was  the  beat  of  the  owe  lot.  N soft 
spot  In  my  eart  for  her,  owever.  3he  wr  te  rat her  a horrid  letter 
about  leacner  w «i  I approached  ’ er  fjr  information  nomo  yeirs  ago. 
But  get  w lat  remlrtkacenoe  ou  can  out  of  er. 

I can't  think  of  anything  that  would  be  taore  f.m  than 
trying  to  make  a play  out  of  Teacher's  early  life  with  Spitce  or, 
ijnlese  he  knows  more  about  dramatic  tec  unique  than  I do,  t.iat  would 
result  in  a noree  performance.  But  if  an  experienced  tec  niclan 
could  give  us  a skeleton  I think  he  and  I could  out  flesh  and  blood 
on  it.  I think  "Iss  b’oraell  could  rot  th'  oart  beautifully,  thou.^h  I 
can't  see  ner  as  the  monumental  older  woman  that  Teacher  became. 

'’ot  Ing  lay  cotae  of  all  this,  but  it  would  :e  fun  if  it  did. 

I'll  save  the  "aturdaya  in  March  m^il  we  know  about 
our  date,  but  i don't  aee  any  reason  wiy  you  should  ta  e all  of  us 
to  lunch.  I B'lan't  ha  ve  any  way  of  finding  out  where  s ,e  likes  to 
.at  unless  by  accident  s e snould  get  in  ouch  with  ms  ( don't 
tnlnk  it  wo  Id  be  a good  plan  to  call  and  as.  her).  I should  thinic 
almost  any  place  vould  please  :er.  iThy  don't  yo  ; let  me  have  the 
lunch’ 


Ann  had  a nice  afte  oon  .ilth  the  Muir  a.  I nm  returning 
his  letter  wi-i  ioh  yoi  gave  ae  to  read.  Also  divers  ot  ler  items  that 
. ou  .aay  want  to  k-.ep  or  throw  into  t ie  wastebasKit. 


'y  love,  as  alwa  s. 


tfaron  11,  1959 


Oeareat  Girls, 


a e la  th  result  of  first  soitie  a.:ioa  ; the  sc  :Olars 
in  search  of  the  Jel'^lc  .vord  frr  Teacher.  3y  the  «ay,  the  Irish  aeeo 
a bit  touchy  In  th>  latter  and  wish  it  referred  to  ae  the  Irish  (not. 
t ;6  Gaelic)  language.  The  coajonest  word  is  teagascthoie,  pronounced 
som -thing  like  chock-chock  as  nearly  as  I could  -uake  it  out.  Ke  for 
the  'easiest*  aord — well,  read  th-  Inclosed  letter.  I'll  keep  on 
trying. 


I do  hope  you  and  Herbert  have  completely  recovered  from 
our  dieabili i,ies.  The  jiOnths  at  Spike's  ranch  sound  marvellous  and 
I i(is.h  I could  think  of  coming  if  only  for  a little  white,  but  I can't 
le-ve  Keith,  especially  now  that  he  has  so  much  responsibility  and  is 
so  tired.  Is  jsy  go  to  Hollywood  in  connection  with  Photo  Technique 
but  both  of  us  rath-r  hope  not.  It's  a lov  ly  Idea — that  ranch,  ^nd 
don't  tempt  ae.  After  all,  I as  but  a weak  wo.ian. 

A thousand  things  to  do.  I am  helping  a friend  of  mine 
edit  her  magazine — ^e  now  being  flat  on  her  back  in  a cast  wltn  her 
right  leg  badly  broMu — aiid  am  also  doing  a job  for  oubleday'a  in 
addition  to  the  battsflry  of  irons  I keep  In  th  fire  here. 

jur  love  to  all  of  jOu, 


IfVlAn..  )^(?) 


Deareet  3irle, 

That  ie  perfectly  grand  about  the  school  in 
Buenos  Air.?a  and  tie  ereotlm  of  a bust  of  "eaoher.  In  the  years 
to  oouie  Teacher  will  reap  her  reward  of  fame  and  now  t ;at  she 
is  not  ere  to  interfere  when  people  .vieh  to  honor  her  there  will 
be  Tiore  ani  ruoro  honor.  I thinit  tie  selection  of  pictures  too 
important  -o  turn  over  to  Miss  Lfcide — that  is,  the  final  selection. 
I t hin<  you,  .^olly,  are  the  mly  one  wh  remeiabers  all  the  pictures 
well  enough,  but  I am  sending  the  lette  to  Mias  L*nde  asking  ler 
to  jia<ce  a preliminary  selection  and  hold  them  until  I tell  ner  en 
to  send  them.  If  you  were  going  to  be  in  Now  York  you  and  I could 
go  to  the  Foundation  and  do  it  but  I think  you  could  do  it  alone  in 
Westport  just  as  well.  Personally  I*d  rather  like  to  aee  t e bust 
done  of  her  as  a young  wo  .an  and  I an  asking  Miss  Lende  to  select 
liill  face  ani  profile  pictures  of  both  the  early  and  the  late 
periods.  Let  me  know  where  to  tell  her  to  send  them. 

Busy  non  with  a pamphlet  t a.^  the  Bird  Club  is 
publishing  and  must  rush  for  a train. 

Love  to  all  of  you. 


'arch  J),  19^9 


leatr  k'isB  Lende: 

.!iee  T’iOmaon  wants  t .e  plcLures  of  .'ra.  'acy  aent 
„o  er  In  Westport  f Jr  final  eelectlon.  Her  address  is  -iarvard 
Houue,  oute  I,  'Westport,  Qoniecticut. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Uias  lelga  Vende 

ime.  lean  i oundatlon  f or  t ;e  Blind 
13  West  l6  St. 

Hew  York  Ci:.y,  '.Y. 


■.!aroh  15,  1959 


9aar  yiaa  Lende, 


.iill  you  plea  e read  over  the  Inclosed  letter 
anJ  t len  aake  a selection  of  pictures  of  Mrs.  "acy.  ,Ve  sho  Id  like 
proX'll-  and  full  face  pictures  of  her  as  a young  woman  and  as  an 
old  r one.  MIjb  fhomson  will  -^lave  to  raako  the  X Inal  aeleotloii  of 
course  and  I am  writing  to  ask  her  If  s le  .»ould  like  to  have  the 
pictures  sent  to  her  In  Westport  or  if  she  will  be  In  “ w York 
at  any  time  soon  so  s ie  can  go  over  them  here.  Since  t-iey  are 
to  e sent  so  far  away,  do  you  think  we  ought  to  have  copies  made 
of  the  ones  for  which  tiere  are  no  duplicates. 

With  b Bt  v^lshes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours. 


’•'.B8  ’’elga  hende 

American  Foundation  for  the  31lnd 
15  West  l6  3t. 

>Jew  York  City,  N.  Y. 


?.S.  Please  return  :-.Xr.  5!elson's  letter  to  lae  when  you  have 
read  It . 


Ill  Fifth  3t. 
Oarden  Olty,  N.Y. 
March  20,  I959 


Dearoat  Polly, 


, . A"  Italian  publisher,  one  Bocca,  has  written  for  periBleaion  to 

bring  out  an  edition  of  The  Story  of  My  Life"  -ithout  paying  any  royaltyl 
^ »*^®P  him,  but  I'm  all  against  giving  any  of  Muasollni' 

outfit  ( 3r  anybody  else,  for  that  jisuter)  something  for  nothirg  like  this, 
thin,;  porhajs  the  currency  con;.rol  laws  would  prevent  his  sending  any  rmyal 
out  of  the  country.  any  rate,  subject  to  oounoermand  by  you  and  'lelen  I 
am  asking  Curtis  Brovm  to  tell  them  No.  ' ^ 


8 

I 

ties 


AS  for  the  Simon  and  Schuster  letter  I think  the  beat  thing  is  to 
say  tnat  Doubleday's  has  a prior  claim.  I do  feel  th^t  it  is  important  to  keep 
all  of  the  books  under  one  imprint,  however  negligent  Doubleday' s may  seem  to 
be  at  times  thefe  is  a cumulative  effect  of  having  them  altogether  that  is  im- 
portant. I have  written  Harry  »Aule  about  the  other  publisher,  not  mentioning 
names  because  I don't  want  to  cause  any  hard  feeling  between  them,  but  referring 
to  S.S.  as  a very  prominent  and  enterprising  publisher."  Unless  I am  mistaken 
you  will  hear  from  Harry  before  long. 


Helen's  book  on  Teacher  seems  terribly  Important  to  me.  I was  thinking 
this  aiO;nlng  ol  all  the  things  she  knows  that  no  one  else  could  know.  I hope  she 
will  tell  of  all  the  ways  In  which  she  was  aware  of  Teacher — how  she  knew  ner 
step— how  she  read  her  moods  through  her  hands— how  she  felt  during  those 
desperate  days  of  helplessness  before  you  came — how  she  could  tell  tiiat  Teacher 
was  growing  old  and  Wet  it  meant  to  her.  I think  in  this  book  she  could  easily 
make  use  of  what  she  wrote  about  Teacher  in  the  Atlantic  article  "Three  Days  to 
See."  Next  time  I see  Helen  I want  to  talk  with  her  about  the  whole  thing. 

When  we  gee  the  title  clear  on  "We  Bereaved"  I want  to  approach  Doubleday' s 
with  it.  ;,ith  a little  additional  material  which  I think  we  could  dig  out  o.  the 
stuff  at  the  A.F.S.  it  might  be  possible  to  freshen  it  up  and  give  it  a now 
title  and  a new  start. 


I don't  think  it  is  neoeesary  to  say  anything  abou-  not  signing  or 
promising  the  book  on  Teacher  (or  any  other  book)  to  Michael  Joseph  or  anybody 
else  by  a certain  date.  The  only  reason  I mention  it  is  that  as  word  gets  around 
» at  Helen  Is  at  work  on  it  you  may  be  subjected  to  pressure.  Don't  give  in  to 
Doubleday 's  or  anybody  else. 

I am  writing  Miss  Lends  to  scad  the  pictures  to  you  at  .lestport.  I hope 
I snail  bo  talking  to  you  by  telephone  tomorrow,  but  it  seemed  xa  a good  idea  to 
catch  up  all  these  loose  ends  in  writing  anyway. 

It  was  good  news  that  H.rbort  ave  me  ov(r  the  tele >hone  the  ot  or 
day  that  all  of  you  are  fo  ling  so  much  bettor.  So  may  it  over  be. 


My  love. 


111  Fifth  3t. 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Mai  oh  21,  1959 


Oeareat  ,’olly, 

I«d  love  to  meet  both  of  you  for  lunch  on  Saturday  at  the 
Meadowbrook  '^.estaurant  at  one  o'clock  on  one  condition!  that  you  let  ire 
pay  for  the  lunch.  And  I look  forward  to  the  rest  of  the  afternoon. 

On  the  '.'.ount  liuahmore  thing:  1 am  fundamentally  ou^  of  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Borglum  or  anyone  else  carving  up  our  mountains.  That  is  neither  here 
nor  there,  f:>r  the  decision  nas  been  made]  since  this  is  true  it  would  certainly 
be  my  idea  to  leave  the  artist  alone  with  his  design  to  work  it  out  in  his  own 
way  without  interference  from  any  pressure  groups  with  axes  to  grind.  I don't 
think  Helen  has  any  business  trying  to  influence  Borglum  and  .oosevelt,  both  of 
whom  are  friends  of  hers.  In  other  words,  my  feeling  in  this  case  and  most  ot'iers 
where  they  are  concerned  is.  To  hell  with  the  als-erhood  of  wo aen.  Borglum 
knows  better  what  le  is  about  than  they  do,  and  if  he  is  left  alone  may  produce 
something  tliat  will  reconcile  us  to  having  the  mountain  KazxsitxM]ix  defaced. 

I don't  know  wiiat  to  say  about  the  Btroenisch  letter  exco  jt  that  I 
think  it  should  be  turned  over  to  whatever  orguni.ation  th  re  is  for  elugees. 

I don't  think  Helen  ought  to  try  to  assume  any  responsibility  for  any  individual 
ovei-  there]  sne  has  no  way  of  looking  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I don't 
thln<  she  should  write  letters  that  might  be  used  as  affidavits.  I'll  inquire 
around  and  see  if  I can  find  out  who  takes  care  of  such  matters.  I know  tpere  is 
an  organization  of  some  sort.  Meantime  I am  returning  both  lett  rs  to  you. 

Nice  letter  from  Elizabeth  Bain.  You  are  right  about  the  Cnamberlain 
worship.  It  la  amazing.  From  the  way  things  have  been  going  I should  not  be 
eur^risod  if  Ann  is  ordered  homo  almost  any  time.  The  ;.ension  will  have  to  break — 
sooner  or  later. 


My  love,  as  always, 


!,!arch  26,  1959 


•■jaarest  Polly, 

I'd  like  to  be  present  w an  you  read  the  Incloaed  let-.er 
from  Mrs.  Hlo'iarda  and  whe  » you  show  it  to  Herbert  and  read  It  to 
Helen,  Don't  let  your  anger  scorch  t e paper  (the  document  must  be  kept 
in  the  archives).  I was  thinking  as  I oaie  home  yesterday  how 
characteristic  of  Teacher  it  was  t 'st  „,oi  and  Helen  :aicw  nothing  of  it. 
I read  it  to  Teao'ier  oi  course.  She  wasn't  angry  (l  was);  she  simply 
said,  " .ou  see,"  and  afterwards  didn't  even  think  it  worth  while  to 
tell  y u about  it.  Precious  li  .tle  time  that  wo.nan  ever  wasted  on  self- 
pity. 


It  seotae  to  me  t .at  the  letter  and  the  little  episode 
In  Deirdiner  give  'elen  an  excellent  jumping  off  place  for  many  things. 
Lot  her  write  as  she  feels;  she  can  tone  it  down  later.  In  public  at 
least  he  cannot  appear  less  f rgl  ing  than  Teacher.  It  brings  u? 
the  whole  business,  too,  of  Teacior's  telling  me  about  her  early  life 
before  s e did  anyon  else.  She  /oulihave  kept  it  secret  forever  if 
8 le  had  thought  it  oojld  be  kept  secret.  Knowing  that  it  couldn't  she 
wanted  it  turn  d over  to  someone  who  coildS  handle  it  with  more  de- 
tachment Lhein  was  possible  to  Helen.  She  'ladn't  told  Helen  because 
there  simply  had  not  been  a ti  :e  in  her  li^  e w en  she  wanted  to  burden 
Helen's  mind  ^ith  something  she  ; elt  could  not  be  of  the  slightest  use 
to  her.  Why  should  she  go  ove.'  the  years  that  had  caused  h;  r such 
pain  when  sue  could  spend  the  time  reading  poetry  to  the  girl?  Let 
elen  say  ho. 7 s e felt  when  all  that  came  out,  wh->.t  she  'ad  suepected, 
etc.  Did  ehe  know  th  t thta’e  was  something  and  did  she  have  too  much 
delicacy  to  ask  Teacher — too  much  respect  for  Teacher's  per80!ial  dignity. 
Seeing  people  always  aov "d  circ  .mapectly  in  Teacher's  presence — Jid 
t’;';at  quality  carry  o^/er  to  the  blind?  Teach:  r al.m^e  so  deeply 
rospsoted  Helen's  feelings.  Did  not  Helen  reciprocate  and  dismiss  from 
her  mind  tie  qu^stiona  she  might  like  to  aek  and  knew  that  Teacher 
mignt  not  like  vO  answer? 

I am  returning  Mr.  Nelson's  letter.  Per  haps  elen  has 
already  a sw  red  It.  If  she  asn' t I am  sure  you  will  want  it. 

Every  minute  of  yesterday  afts.  noon  was  delightful.  I 
don't  know  when  I have  enjoyed  anything  aore.  It  does  trouble  me  though 
to  have  you  Xalwaye  p yin  the  bills.  [ therefore  declare  and  Keith 
a reee  wi.^h  me  t .at  we  a all  ho-  :o  to  the  Cornell  p'ay  together 
unless  are  allowed  to  buy  the  tickets.  Otherwise  we  waltz  off  and 
go  .og  t r alone. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you 


March  29,  1959 


leareat  Polly, 

I thought  elen'a  letter  to  the  ladlee  aplendld.  '/ery  frank  and 
yet  nothing  in  It  at  which  <r.  Borglum  could  take  o.  f'ena®  in  case  the 
huaales  bring  it  to  his  attention. 

Mext  week  ie  rather  a bad  one  for  me  and  I'd  rathtr  make  aj 

visit  to  Jeatoort  the  week  aft  r if  It  ie  all  the  same  to  you.  How  would 

April  11  do?  I'd  come  early  in  the  morning  and  I'^ave  late  in  the  afternoon. 
If  anotnei  day  would  suit  you  oetter  juet  say  so.  My  cold  keeps  hanging  on 
and  I am  trying  (without  much  success)  to  get  a little  rest. 

It  is  delightful  t»t  you  are  to  see  “dna  3t.  Vincent  Millay. 

Some  of  her  pocus  are  lovely,  I think.  I aoc  going  back  to  The  holien  Cage 
on  Saturday  taking  with  me  four  or  five  friends  tnat  I think  will  enjoy  it. 
It  is  so  beautiful  I hate  to  have  people  not  ae‘;  it. 

My  love  to  all  of  you,  as  always. 


\ 


*» 

y 
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Sarden  City,  A jril  2,  1959 


Oaarest  Girls, 

I thinl{  ihe  pictures  of  Teacher  splendid.  The  only  further  suggestion 
I nave  is  to  send  a copy  of  ay  book,  a id  I am  mailing  you  one  for  the  purpose. 
Along  .vlth  it  I am  sending  a copy  of  Miss  Cornell's  book  which  I think  unworthy  of 
its  subject.  The  first  part  where  she  speaks  in  her  own  voice  is  entertaining 
enough  and  for  the  braille  edition,  if  there  is  one,  I should  think  hie  would  be 
sufficient.  The  second  part  is  straight  padding.  I am  rather  disappointed  about 
the  whole  businesa,  for  I think  she  is  worth  a good  substantial  biogiaphy.  yavpe 
that  can  com  some  years  later. 


The  Richards  episode  revealed  to  m<-  among  other  things  t lat  Teacher 
must  ha.e  told  ae  a great  deal  that  she  nev  r told  you  and  Helen.  Helen  was  so 
completely  in  my  mind  all  the  time  that  we  w.-re  talking  that  it  never  occuired  to 
me  tnat  she  did  not  know  in  detail  everything  t:iat  went  on.  I rememb  r that  when 
the  day  was  over  and  wo  came  dow;  and  had  cocktails  Teacher  used  .0  dismiss  he-self 
from  the  conversation  while  we  talked  about  oth. r things,  aid  of  course  when  evening 
came  she  had  no  inclination  to  go  back  over  t;.e  grimy  converaatlons  we  had  lad 
earlier  In  the  day.  The  e Is  nothing  important  that  you  and  Helen  don't  know  but 
It  might  be  worth  vhile  for  us  to  go  over  the  reasons  why  Perkins  and  the  Howes 
were  treated  in  my  book  as  they  were.  And  I'll  run  back  th  ough  aay  notes  to  see  if 
there  are  any  other  letters  that  might  be  interesting  for  you  and  Helen.  I'll  bring 
these  alcaag  when  I come. 


If  Helen  wanted  to  write  to  the  old  lady  she  could  say  t j-.t  she  is 
at  work  on  a book  about  h r teacher,  that  she  was  going  through  my  material,  came 
across  the  aatoniWiing  document  that  I sent  you,  dtc.  'Ja'll  talk  about  it  when  I 
see  you. 


I Went  back  to  see  "The  Golden  Cage"  yesterday  aftern  on  taking  some 
of  my  friends  with  me.  They  w.re  all  entranced  with  it  a jd  I loved  it  ae  much  tne 
s-.oond  time  as  I did  the  first.  I believe  Bhe  Tempest  is  to  be  their  first  produc- 
tion next  winter.  Se  must  be  cure  to  see  it. 

Ann  is  due  to  arrive  home  about  the  fifth  of  June.  Is  th.re  anything 
that  you  or  Helen  or  both  of  you  want  her  to  bring  you  from  over  there?  I know  she'd 
love  to  do  it,  so  don't  hesitate. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you, 


April  29,  1959 


Doaroet  Oirla, 

I thlnlc  the  now  vt.rslon  of  the  letter  excellent  except  for  two 
paragraphs.  These  I have  marked.  One  of  them  can  simply  be  omitted  without 
affecting  -he  rest  of  it.  Teacher  never  "insisted  t et  ’el.n  be  spared  the  pain 
of  reading  it."  She  never  spared  Helen  pain  when  anything  was  to  be  gained  by  it. 
She  simply  didn't  think  the  old  letter  worth  bothteing  about.  She  nad  known  for 
years  what  the  owes*  attitude  was  and  never  harped  upon  it.  This  letter  confirmed 
it.  I didn't  keep  it  secret  from  Helen.  I thought  she  know  about  it  until  after 
the  visit  when  you  told  me  she  didn't  and  that  you  didn't  either.  The  paragraph 
might  easily  be  misunderstood  by  anyone  who  wanted  to  misunderstand  it.  I mean 
it  might  be  thought  that  we  keep  things  from  Helen.  The  only  thing  of  Inuerost  to 
her  that  I ever  "kept  from  her*  was  the  detailed  reports  of  Teacher's  early 
operations.  I couldn't  after  what  Dr.  Berens  told  me  what  they  meeuit  toll  anybody 
about  them  until  the  other  day  when  we  talked  about  it  in  Sestport.  But  all  this 
is  beside  the  present  point.  The  paragraph  adds  nothing  to  the  letter,  In  fact 
the  letter  is  strongoi'  and  better  without  it. 

I think  it  is  bet  . or  for  Helen  not  to  say  anyt  ing  about  forgiving 
or  not  forgiving.  I think  the  part  about  "Such  testimony  as  you  saw  fit  to  give 
is  a profanation  of  love  for  good"  fine  and  feel  fiat  she  can  round  it  off  to 
a better  ending  tlan  the  present  one.  I au  sorry  nob  to  riave  returned  this  to  you 
Sooner  (I'll  get  it  off  now  special  delivery)  and  you  can  send  it  on  to  :ier.  It 
is  now  a moving  and  dignified  document  which  pres.nts  both  lelen  and  Teacher  as 
thei  should  be  presented.  It  le  directed  towards  a heart  of  flint,  but  that  wo 
can't  help,  i'he  record  is  now  complete  or  will  be  when  Mrs.  Ulohards  gets  tno 
letter. 


Ann  writea  that  the  3elna  are  talcing  a very  serious  view  of  the  situation 
in  Europe.  She  haa  booked  passage  on  the  Georglo  which  arrives  in  N.Y.  on  June  A. 
She  said  th.  office  was  a madhouse,  whiat  with  scare  boocin-s  and  refugees. 

You  will  like  thisi 

"Yssterday  we  drove  over  to  Bothwell  to  h ve  lunch  and  tea  with  Bob 
Thomson  and  Isabel.  We  heard  Bob  preach  and  wont  throjgh  his  church  after  lunch. 
He  is  an  excellent  preacher  and  a splendid  man.  Polly  haa  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  him." 

I'll  write  you  later  about  the  Bell  Lab.  and  the  Fair  (or  telephone  you). 
I want  to  get  this  off  now. 

Our  love  to  all  of  you. 
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Jay  17,  1939 


Daarest  Polly, 


Rosalind's  letter  Is  very  fine.  She  has 
met  the  issue  siutirely;  no  humiui  con  do  more.  How 
dif.erently  *e  all  would  have  felt  if  this  kind  of 
let>.ar  had  oome  in  answer  to  mine  £ Teacher  and  I had  to 
take  Urs.  Rioh'^rd's  as  the  final  Howe  statement,  I only 
wish  Teacher  were  here  now  to  see  what  h-^s  happened,  I 
can  remember  her  saying,  "I  don't  know  why  tho  a people 
have  p.rseouted  me  so.  I never  did  anything  to  them." 

It  is  good  to  know  th-t  tho  younger  generation  has  been 
released  from  all  th-t  hatred— for  it  was  hatred.  Now 
I honestly  believe  that  it  is  gone  and  »e  can  forget  it 
as  soon  as  you  have  written  your  letters. 

-Ve  mu.y  not  gat  off  for  a few  days.  iir. 
■dhite  sa^  8 the  hill  is  still  so  muddy  that  it  is  not 
passable.  ?/e  are  waiting  for  -jsothar  telephone  call  from 
him. 


lij  love,  as  always, 

I am  returning  Rosalind's  letter.  Keep 
the  correspondence  together.  I shall  wn  t it  one  of 
these  days. 


Dearest  Polly, 

I aa  returning  the  clipping  about  Bishop  Dagwell  (Keith  says  he  is 
a son  of  a bltoh-up)  and  a carbon  of  ay  letter  to  the  gentleaan. 

On  Monday  I think  the  MoGraw-Hlll  Building  will  be  the  best  place 
for  us  to  Meet.  There  is  a quiet  lunch  room  on  the  JJrd  floor  (if  you  will  take 
the  elevator  to  this  f 1 3or  I will  meet  you  outside  the  door).  If  we  g.t  there 
promptly  at  12i50  I think  we  will  have  plenty  of  tlae.  The  .vtoOraw  Hill  Bldg,  is 
that  big  green  structure  at  JJO  West  42  Street.  I think  we  are  going  to  have 
-.n  interesting  afternoon.  Not  many  people  are  permitted  to  view  the  inside 
workings  of  the  Lab.  and  I think  Helen  may  get  a special  thrill  out  of  it 
because  of  her  connection  with  Dr.  Bell. 

so  glad  Herbert’s  trouble  has  been  tracked  dovm.  That's  naif  the 
battle.  I'd  suggest  that  he  come  along  with  us  Monday  only  I think  it  will  be 
pretty  strenuous  (all  that  standing  around)  and  one  of  our  chief  objects  now  is 
to  take  care  of  him. 

Love  to  al 1 of  you. 


¥ 


Juaet  2,  19S9 


Docurost  Poll;,, 

You  irs  luito  right.  Rosulind  is  u lovaly  poraon  und  I 
um  sure  Te-chor  lould  h—ve  thought  so  too.  The  contriouvion  Prom 
I-hiilipa  ia  heiirt-w -rjiing.  It  io  u generous  gift,  but  the  best  thing 
ubout  it  is  th.t  he  wanted  to  do  it.  And  it  is  iondarful  th-.t  Herbert 
is  improving! 

Th..t  *as  ail  interesting  article  in  "Light."  I don't 
think  Helen  holds  \.ith  the  SpiritaClists,  but  I .id  not  feel  tn-t 
Tiss  Barrett  hod  mc.de  perverted  use  of' the  material.  JndouDtodiy  Helen 
has  felt  Teach  r v..ry  near  an!  still  does. 

‘1^1*  next  big  excitement  is  Ann's  arriv  .1  on  the  Georgic 
on  Sun.iuy.  After  th  t our  play  on  Thursday.  I'll  expect  you  -t  that 
Sohraff-'s  ohere  *e  met  before  at  11:30.  .itt^ be  th  t day  ns  can  shuflle 
our  Cc.rds  and  see  if  there  is  a time  when  ~e  c^n  do  the  Fair  together. 

I iOL  returning  V'trious  documents  tu.d  ietters  in  case 
jou  woi.t  to  keep  them  all  together. 

Love  froui  all  of  us,  including  Awmus, 


/ 


Juno  14 y 1939 


Dourest  Foll/t 

I fillud  out  the  insertion  for  the 
International  Vfho'a  V.ho  and  sent  it  along. 

Our  little  Jaunt  with  Ann  was  ever  so 
much  fun  and  we  must  tr>  to  repeat  it  if  she  gets 
back  for  any  length  of  time  during  the  suomer.  She 
left  Sunday  morning  to  Join  Robert  ai;d  is  now  with 
him  and  the  children  in  Portsmouth.  I'e  went  to  the 
Fair  and  saw  the  J,&giaa.  Charts  end  the  Old  blasters. 

I could  go  back  to  the  latter  dozens  of  times,  rhere 
are  some  glorious  pictures,  you  muot  see  them.  Ua^ be 
we  can  see  thum  together.  And  I*d  love  to  do  Family 
Portrait . 


I don't  kiTiOw  whether  to  send  congra- 
tulations or  condolences  on  the  arrival  of  Kamikaze's 
brother.  Anyway  I hope  ho  survived  the  trip  nicely  and 
that  he  will  be  as  gentle  and  attractive  as  Kamlkuze. 

tiot  sure  when  we  go  to  New  Hampshire,  day 
be  next  week.  But  I'll  keep  you  posted  so  we  can  con- 
tinue our  pursuit  of  culture  arid  fun  in  the  grout  city. 


liy  love  to  all  of  you. 


Laerest  Polly, 


It  viaB  nlco  to  hovu  dlruct  v.orft  from  you 
^houfth  hho  oapers  had  k«pt  uo  pretty  veil  a -are  of  v)»t 
yo.i  and  Helan  were  up  to,  l am  «lad  for  yc.ur  Bolcoe  that 
you  are  getting  off  to  Alberto  but  ic  rry  i.hat  my  parents 
ore  to  mlBS  oeeing  you.  xhey  leave  Lublin  the  day  you 
leave  Wostnort.  fhey  *11  be  hero  only  a day  or  tv.o  before 
g ing  up  to  Join  Ann  and  l-iobart  and  the  children. 

T t'tlnlc  the  thing  to  do  ie  to  get  all 
available  copies  of  "iVe  Bereaved'  into  your  O’^n  hands 
and  hove  "eslie's  mother  transfer  the  copyright  to 
Hol.n.  I’hat  vd  11  give  you  control  and  from  that  point 
vje  can  begin  to  see  if  there  is  a chance  for  re 'I'int, 

Cn  the  actual  transfar  of  copyright  I thimc  erhors 
Leslie's  mother  should  write  to  the  office  In  .ashington 
and  nalc  them  to  place  It  In  Helen's  name,  'o  tiaite  a valid 
transfer  it  'nay  bo  nocosEory  to  pay  a smsll  ^um--6Gy  one 
dollar,  I believe  the  exchange;  of  money,  even  if  be 
small  an  amount  os  a quarter,  helps  inrure  the  validity 
of  a con  ract, 

i believe  the  art  exhibit  vdll  still  be  on 
when  you  return  in  the  fall.  I haven't  been  bach  to  see 
it  again  yet  but  intend  to  soon,  B hurt  and  Ann  and  the 
nurse  ana  the  children  VF.xe  here  in  Garden  City  to  see 
the  fair  lost  weeh.  It  wssn't  pobsible  for  all  of  us 
to  get  into  the  house  at  once  si  v,e  had  them  as  cur  xnuams 
guests  vhile  we  were  away. 

We  have  a Very  exciting  project  afoot  in 
anowillo,  but  we'll  wait  until  we  see  you  to  tell  you 
about  it,  we  thinh  you'll  all  be  interested, 

cur  love  to  all  of  you,  as  always. 


P.B.  Bend  us  ycur  Alberta  address,  . e 

nay  want  it  . 
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Odurast  Girls, 

It  asouB  a long  tiuis  between  drinjcs!  I euppoae  jour  suaujr  in 
its  na^  has  boon  lis  busy  us  ours  which  has  been  iJjnost  entirely 
occupied  with  fuiaily  of  fairs:  mother  and  I'uthor  and  tiieir  trip  here 

and  to  Sno-ville  end  Portsffiouth,  Robert  ai.i  his  children  un.l  their 
trip  hero  and  to  ru'iO.  villa,  ate.,  etc.  Lust  iaek  Koith  wont  off  on 
a oonver.tior.  and  I drove  to  Putney  to  spend  the  night  jith  souw  friends 
there  (it  ia  in  Ver-iont),  then  to  Ports-'jouth  to  pick  Ann  up,  thon  to 
Snowvillo  to  give  hor  a few  duis'  rest,  then  back  to  Portsaiouth  to 
see  if  Iu)oert  needed  chesring  up,  thei.  home.  Was  I tired?  I wasl  fjin 
leaves  for  Augusta  fuesduy  a;.d  »o’ll  settle  down  to  normal  liie. 

I -ouidn't  ..orry  about  tlia  ntttaaent  in  the  JJ^tion.-!  hows 
of  the  Blind  about  /J.ox  raaploton.  Teuipleton  is  all  th-  vogue  now  and 
ovar  tha  radio  I think  hs.s  a voTj  amusing  offering.  Phase  people  coma  d 
go.  Helaii  remains  and  always  ..ill.  He  is  only  blind,  not  blind  uad  dsaf, 

30  tnore  is  roLd-ly  no  basis  for  comp:.rison.  He  does  not  capitalliie  his 
olindnsss  and  ho  is  gay — just  the  ’ualities  Teacher  tnr.d  Helen  Jjuve  aiwiijS 
admired  in  blind  people,  and  I should  hate  to  see  aii/body  try  to  cause 
ill  feeling  between  him  and  Helen  by  idiotic  compixisons  or  in  ;uiy  othjr 
way . 


_rs.  Jelony’s  secret  j:y  ciJ-ied  the  other  day  to  get  your 
bduresa  tuid  I gave  her  the  one  in  Alberta. 

I kno  th  t you,  like  all  the  rest  of  us,  fire  bringing  on 
the  luropean  newg.  It  is  too  dreadful  to  be  credible,  yet  tnare  it  is. 
I wonder  if  Spike  htis  ast  cut  for  foreign  parts — his  foet  must  itch  to 
ce  on  the  epot. 

I look  forc^rd  to  , our  return  to  Gonnectiout.  I've  done 
the  ai't  exhibits  at  the  J’.ir,  but  I want  to  do  them  again,  especially 
the  Old  sliisters  which  I couli  see  any  number  of  times. 

'Ij  love,  US  alwu,  s. 
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THE  CRHETSmEn  OF  ST.  DUnSTfllTS 

By  E.  HOPE  ATKINSON 

Joinery  Instructor  at  St.  Dunstan’s 


SITUATED  in  Regent’s  Park,  London,  in 
the  year  1915  was  the  handsome  mansion 
owned  by  Mr.  Otto  Kahn  called,  “St. 
Dunstan's.”  Stables  stood  beneath  the  great 
wooden  clock  in  its  grounds,  with  its  figures 
known  as  “Gog  and  Magog,"  which  had  been 
taken  from  St.  Dunstan’s  Church,  Fleet 
Street,  London,  in  1830,  where  it  had  stood 
since  1671. 

iMr.  Kahn  very  generously  offered  to  loan 
this  mansion  and  stables  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  airmen  who  were  blinded 
in  the  Great  War,  and  it  was  in  March,  1915, 
that  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  took  posses- 
sion and  selected  the  stables  for  use  as  work- 
shops in  training  the  first  batch  of  war- 
blinded  men.  One  stall  was  allotted  for  the 
teaching  of  joinery. 

Perhaps  it  would  interest  my  readers  if,  at 
this  moment,  I broke  away  to  tell  how  I, 
Ernest  Hope  Alklnson,  of  Sheffield,  came  to  be 
chosen  for  this  work. 

Several  years  before  the  War,  1 had  a very 
prosperous  business  as  a joiner  and  cabinet- 
maker. An  explosion  of  acetylene  gas  de- 
prived me  of  my  sight,  and  finally  my  business 
dissolved.  Limited  means  prevented  much 
experiment  in  woodwork  under  a handicapped 
condition,  but  eventually,  with  the  help  of  a 
wonderful  wife,  I did  re-establish  myself, 
took  up  my  work  with  renewed  interest,  and 
gradually  built  up  a very  good  connection, 
with  a resulting  substantial  income.  In  1911, 
I began  to  rnake  myself  a bit  of  a nuisance  to 
the  authorities  by  my  persistence  in  the  view 


that  woodwork  was  a possible  Industry  well 
within  the  scope  of  the  blind.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Pearson  (as  he  then  was),  owner  of  the  “Daily 
Express,”  heard  of  my  efforts  and  wrote  for 
more  information.  This  resulted  In  my  re- 
ceiving an  order  for  si.x  collecting  boxes  each 
fitted  with  a Yale  lock,  all  the  same  size,  but 
each  one  different  in  some  way,  to  give  ideas 
how  to  design  the  most  suitable  type  of 
collecting  box.  Imagine  my  delight  when 
this  work  was  acknowledged  by  full  payment, 
and  accompanied  by  a letter  of  congratulation. 

During  December,  1914,  a full  page  account 
of  Mr.  Pearson’s  success  in  obtaining  from 
Mr.  Otto  Kahn  the  loan  of  his  beautiful 
mansion,  to  be  used  as  a hostel  and  training 
centre  for  men  returning  blinded  from  the 
War,  appeared  as  a front  page  In  his  paper. 
On  learning  of  this,  I immediately  wrote  to 
him  offering  my  services.  Several  letters 
followed,  and  then  an  interview  in  London. 

I saw  the  great  man  who  was  to  figure  so 
prominently  in  later  years,  and  after  about 
five  minutes’  talk,  it  was  settled  that  I should 
come  to  London  and  start  a Joinery  Depart- 
ment when  St.  Dunstan’s  was  ready.  About 
a month  later,  I found  myself  established  at 
St.  Dunstan’s,  thrilled  and  full  of  confidence 
that  I should  succeed.  My  tools  and  stock  of 
materials,  along  with  my  furniture,  soon 
came  along  and  I was  enlisted  to  purchase  and 
issue  the  necessary  tools  and  materials  for 
our  work,  and  to  design  all  the  articles  pro- 
duced. What  a contrast  between  my  little 
shop  m Sheffield,  and  my  workshop  here 
among  so  much  natural  beauty! 
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Whilst  I received  a certain  amount  of  critic- 
ism from  those  who  had  lionest  convictions 
that  wood-work  was  not  possible  under  such 
circumstances,  1 had  a number  of  supporters, 
including  Mr.  Pearson  and  Miss  Mace,  now 
Lad.v  Fraser,  wife  of  the  Chairman  of  St. 
Dunstan’s,  Captain  Sir  Ian  Fraser. 

1 well  remember  paying  my  first  visit  to  the 
proposed  workshops — the  stables  I have 

previously  mentioned.  The  contractor,  his 
son,  and  his  manager  were  Inside.  They 
greeted  me  with  “Good  morning.  Are  you 
going  to  work  here?’’  I said,  “Yes. 
asked  me,  “And  what  are  you  going  to  do?’’ 
“Teach  joinery,’’  I replied.  “OhI  What  is 
that?”  they  asked.  I asked  to  whom  was  I 
speaking  and  they  Introduced  themselves. 
Of  these  obvious  craftsmen,  I asked — “Why 
ask  me  what  joinery  Is?”  “Well,”  they  said, 
“it  means  using  sharp  tools.”  I agreed.  They 
immediately  assumed  that  blind  men  would 
cut  their  fingers.  I explained  that  that  was 
part  of  their  training.  “Then  what  do  you 
e.xpect  them  to  make?”  “Sawdust  and  shav- 
ings,” was  my  reply.  They  turned  away. 
“This  fellow  is  mad,”  they  said. 

The  following  day  two  benches  were  de- 
livered at  which  four  promising  pupils  were 
soon  busy.  A piece  of  wood  was  placed  in  the 
vice  and  they  were  given  planes  with  which  to 
make  shavings.  Two  were  given  cutting 
blocks  and  tenon  saws  to  practise  cutting 
true  to  given  sizes.  They  were  not  long  in 
producing  some  fine  specimens  of  shavings 
and  sawdust,  but,  to  the  surprise  of  my 
critics,  no  one  cut  himself.  The  only  com- 
plaint was  that  the  lessons  were  far  too  short. 
It  was  a joy  for  them  to  be  cutting  wood  with 
sharp  tools,  and  we  gradually  turned  action 
into  profit.  We  made  stools,  window  boxes,  a 
large  set  of  shelving  fixtures  for  use  in  the 
Hostel,  nail-boxes,  ami  started  a picture- 
framing and  oak-tray  making  section.  As  the 
number  of  pupils  increased,  it  became  evident 
that  I should  require  assistance,  so  the  head 
orderly  was  enlisted  as  he  had  already  quali- 
fied as  a teacher  of  woodwork.  An  elementary 
section  was  arranged  in  which  the  pupils  were 
to  have  their  first  experience.  They  learned 
to  plane  and  cut  true,  then  to  make  a wood 
container  for  soap,  handkerchief  and  glove 
bo.xes,  and  finally,  an  octagonal  table,  using 
a very  good  white  wood  lor  the  purpose.  We 
aimed  at  perlecfiou  in  jointing  and  surfacing 
even  in  these  elementary  stages.  Only  first 
cla.ss  work  was  accepted.  Each  man  was  en- 
couraged to  do  his  besi,  and  If  his  work  was 


approved,  he  took  it  home.  The  primary 
object  of  the  instruction  was  to  introduce  the 
tools,  explain  their  uses,  how  to  handle  them, 
and  how  to  true  up  the  work  and  present  a 
good  finish. 

Picture  a blinded  man,  straight  from  hos- 
pital, without  a ray  of  hope,  and  an  empty 
world  facing  him,  entering  the  Joinery 
Department  and  finding  others  like  himself, 
singing  and  laughing  at  their  work.  “What 
are  you  doing,  mate?”  “Making  a table. 
Have  a look  at  it.  Not  bad  for  a beginner, 
eh?”  “1  should  say  not!  How  long  have  you 
been  at  it?”  “About  a month,  chum”  . . . 
Our  newcomer  wonders  If  he  will  ever  be  able 
to  do  the  same. 

Soon  he  comes  into  the  shop  and  takes  his 
place  at  the  bench.  It  all  seems  very  strange. 
He  picks  up  a plane.  “Why,  I remember 
using  one  at  school.”  Very  soon,  to  his 
great  pleasure,  he  is  making  shavings.  The 
swish  of  the  plane  and  the  whistle  of  the 
shavings  fascinate  him  and  before  he  knows 
what  has  happened,  he  has  a heap  of  them. 
He  handles  them  affectionately  and  in  his 
great  joy  at  having  accomplished  something, 
he  would  even  like  to  send  home  some  of 
these  shavings  for  his  people  to  see.  His 
thoughts  change.  He  still  feels  his  handicap, 
but  he  has  learned  that  he  is  not  helpless 
after  all.  A few  days  later  his  people  visit 
him  and  with  pride  he  takes  them  to  his 
bench  to  see  what  he  has  accomplished.  Tears 
come  to  their  eyes,  but  they  are  tears  of  great 
relief,  for  they  realize  that  this  Is  the  beginning 
of  a reconstructed  life. 

Roughly  one  hundred  and  sixty  officers  and 
men  of  all  classes  have  passed  through  St. 
Dunstan’s  Joinery  Department,  each  one 
developing  the  confidence  and  determination 
to  make  a success  of  the  future. 

As  the  number  of  pupils  increased,  pupil 
teachers  were  drawn  from  the  more  pro- 
gressive men.  At  one  time,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  six  of  these  blinded-soldler  pupil  teachers, 
each  having  five  to  six  pupils  who  commenced 
their  advanced  course  by  making  a tool  chest 
fitted  with  lock  and  tool  racks.  A nucleus 
outfit  of  tools  was  supplied — a gift  accepted 
with  grateful  pride.  .'Ml  his  own!  And  such 
grand  tools!  He  was  given  instruction  in 
sharpening  them,  anil  keeping  tiiem  in  con- 
dition, anil  then  he  might  make  such  articles 
as  tlog  kennels,  rabbit  hutches,  stools,  boot- 
cleaning  stools,  tables  of  all  kmils,  meat 
safes,  cupboarils,  lockers,  cabinets,  firescreens. 
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trouser  presses,  trays,  and  so  on.  The  idea 
was  not  so  much  the  making  of  all  these 
articles  as  to  teach  him  the  use  of  his  tools, 
how  to  make  certain  joints,  various  methods 
of  construction,  and  how  to  produce  a desir- 
able finish.  Some  men  took  up  picture-fram- 
ing and  became  proficient  in  making  up  oak, 
polished  or  composition  mouldings.  They 
were  entrusted  with  valuable  pictures  to 
frame,  some  fitted  with  a gilt  slip  and  others 
just  mounted.  It  was  a usual  thing  to  see  a 
man  discussing  the  best  type  of  frame  for  a 
picture  which  he  unknowingly  held  in  his 
hand  upside  down.  But  the  owner  would 
tell  him  the  subject  and  colours,  and  would 
ask  him  to  suggest  a frame.  The  war-blinded 
man's  opinion  was  generally  accepted,  and 
he  would  make  the  frame  throughout,  cutting 
the  glass,  and  backing  up — the  resultant  work 
being  equal  to  that  of  a sighted  craftsman. 
A number  of  men  had  by  this  time  been  set  up 
in  business  for  themselves  as  picture-framers, 
and  had  established  really  good  businesses. 
The  college  centres  were  usually  chosen. 

One  of  my  pupil  teachers  decided  to  get 
married  and  settle  down  as  a picture-framer. 
A shop  was  found  in  Eton,  near  the  college. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Joinery  Department 
should  make  the  counter,  window  enclosure, 
and  shelving.  I selected  three  men  and  a 
pupil  teacher  to  do  the  work.  One  man  was 
minus  the  thumb  and  first  two  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  and  the  index  finger  of  the  right. 
It  was  his  job  to  make  the  fixtures  properly 
framed  together  with  a deep  section  at  the 
base,  and  a cornice  moulding  on  the  top. 
The  window  enclosure  had  match-boarded 
panels  at  the  base  and  muranese  glass  in  the 
top  panels,  and  it  was  fitted  with  doors  and 
glass  roofing.  A raised  window  floor  was 
made  and  fitted.  The  counter  had  a panelled 
front  and  a heavy  moulded  overhanging  top. 
When  the  work  was  completed,  it  was  placed 
on  a van,  and  with  the  pupil  teacher  and  one 
of  the  pupils,  was  despatched  to  its  destination 
twenty-one  miles  away.  The  two  totally 
blinded  men  built  up  the  window  floor  to 
the  level  of  the  shop  window,  and  then 
erected  the  window  enclosure,  complete  with 
its  roof-lights.  They  also  fixed  the  counter 
and  shelving.  When  completed,  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  their  work  was  excellent 
and  could  not  have  been  Improved  upon. 
This  shop  is  doing  very  good  business  in  all 
kinds  of  pictures  and  framing  and  artists’ 
requisites.  All  the  picture  framers  have  sales 
shops,  arranged  to  cater  for  the  varying  needs 


of  different  districts.  The  men  cut  both 
sheet  and  plate  glass  with  utmost  confidence. 

St.  Dunstan’s  joiners  are  supplied  with  a 
workshop,  usually  in  their  back  gardens, 
where  a bench  and  complement  of  timber  are 
installed.  They  are  encouraged  to  develop 
local  sales  and  to  accept  all  sorts  of  orders, 
which  are  supplemented  by  work  sent  to  them 
by  Headquarters.  Thus  they  are  kept  fully 
occupied. 

I can  recall  many  incidents,  amusing  and 
otherwise,  which  occurred  during  those  early 
training  days. 

One  man,  whom  we  will  call  “W”,  had  sent 
in  work  which  was  not  acceptable.  He  was 
sent  for  and  it  was  suggested  that  if  we  gave 
him  the  materials  to  re-make  it,  he  should  do 
the  work  again  free.  He  was  feeling  rather 
sorry  for  himself  and  I suggested  that  he 
should  call  in  the  workshop  and  have  a chat 
with  “P”  who  was  his  instructor  when  he  was 
in  training.  He  welcomed  the  idea  and  I 
took  him  to  meet  “P"  who  was  also  a war- 
blinded  man.  On  the  way  I suggested  that  he 
play  a joke  on  "P"  and  I would  introduce  him 
as  the  Bishop  of  London.  He  fell  in  with  the 
idea  and  played  his  part  well.  He  was, 
however,  found  out  and  “P”  laughingly 
threatened  what  he  would  do  with  him. 
About  three  weeks  later,  the  Bishop  of  London 
actually  visited  the  shop  and  I was  delegated 
to  receive  him.  On  His  Lordship’s  arrival,  I 
welcomed  him,  and  after  telling  him  briefly  of 
the  work  of  my  department,  I took  him  to  see 
a man  nearby  who  was  completing  a pair  of 
steps.  "My  Lord,’’  I began,  "this  man  has  a 
double  handicap.  He  is  totally  blind  and  he 
has  also  lost  the  thumb  and  first  finger  of  the 
left  hand  and  the  index  finger  of  his  right." 
After  they  had  chatted  for  some  time,  I asked 
His  Lordship  if  he  would  like  to  meet  this 
man’s  Instructor.  He  at  once  agreed,  so  I 
called  “P"  and  said:  " ‘P’,  I want  to  intro- 

duce you  to  His  Lordship,  the  Bishop  of 
London."  "P”  remarked,  "Oh,  no!  You’re 
not  having  me  again."  "But  'P’,  it  is  (he 
Bishop”  I said.  "No,  no!”  he  said,  "I’m  not 
had  twice!”  It  was  some  time  before  I could 
convince  him  that  it  really  was  the  Bishop, 
and  the  previous  incident  was  related  to  His 
Lordship  to  his  evident  and  complete  amuse- 
ment. 

Their  ages  varied  from  youth  to  middle 
age,  but  the  courage  that  one  and  all  showed 
in  their  new  battle  left  no  doubt  in  our  minds 
as  to  what  (he  enemy  had  had  to  face. 
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Now,  what  of  the  average  war-blinded 
joiner’s  daily  round  today?  He  gets  up  in  the 
morning  and  has  his  breakfast.  Then,  when 
convenient  to  his  wife,  he  listens  to  the  daily 
news — and  off  to  his  workshop  he  goes.  It  is 
always  difficult  to  get  him  in  to  lunch  since 
he  is  invariably  reluctant  to  leave  his  work. 
He  wastes  little  time  on  his  meal  and  prefers 
this  with  radio  as  his  entertainment.  He  is 
soon  bach  at  work  again,  and  he  is  usually 
there  until  about  six  o’clock.  He  comes  in  to 
his  evening  meal  and  to  hear  the  broadcast 
news;  and  then  he  will  often  excuse  himself  for 
a few  minutes  to  go  and  finish  a job.  He 
usually  stays  there  until  nine  o’clock.  He 
works  for  the  love  of  it,  and  can  be  heard 
whistling  or  singing  in  his  workshop;  inter- 
ruptions are  not  welcomed. 

Varying  successes  are  to  be  met  amongst 
the  men,  while  few  have  produced  really 
outstanding  results.  One,  for  example,  makes 
all  hinds  of  furniture.  Including  bedroom 
suites,  book-cases,  bedsteads  and  cupboards. 
His  work  compares  with  the  highest  grade 
cabinet  work. 

Another  man  has  built  over  one  hundred 
houses.  He  engages  help  for  the  brick-work 
and  plastering,  but  with  the  assistance  of  a 
labourer,  he  himself  does  all  the  wood-work. 
He  built  his  own  bungalow  and  workshop, 
and  his  houses  sell  or  rent  readily. 

VVe  have  received  from  other  men  compan- 
ion tables,  of  the  octagonal  pattern,  with  two 
shelves  underneath;  tea  trolleys,  floor  and 
table  electric  lamp  standards;  dumb-waiters; 
collapsible  tables  and  coffee  tables;  folding 
card  tables,  and  a host  of  other  articles  too 
numerous  to  mention.  The  woods  generally 
used  are  oak,  walnut  and  mahogany,  which,  in 
some  cases,  the  men  polish  satisfactorily. 
Many  wives  also  have  tried  their  hands  and 
have  succeeded  as  excellent  polishers.  Can  it 
be  wondered  that  a ready  market  is  found  for 
these  products?  Even  men  with  additional 
disabilities  make  oak  trays,  and  other  simple 
articles.  One  man,  deaf  and  blind,  is  a tray 
and  bathroom  stock  maker.  Another,  having 
only  a left  hand,  makes  oak  trays.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  men  who  have  withered 
arms  or  have  suffered  shell-shock.  Their 
workmanship  is  well  up  to  that  of  the  average 
sighted  craftsman.  The  self-reliance  of  some 
of  them  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  some 
live  alone  in  lodgings. 

A new  Home  has  recently  been  opened  by 
St.  Dunstan’s  at  Ovingdean,  near  Brighton, 


Sussex.  I was  asked  to  arrange  for  some  of 
the  furniture  to  be  made  by  our  men.  The 
wood  chosen  was  Australian  straight-grained 
walnut,  and  the  order  consisted  of  twenty- 
seven  large  dining  tables,  with  armoured 
glass  tops  to  protect  the  selected  walnut 
veneer  underneath.  The  order  also  included 
thirty-five  tea-tables  with  glass  tops  and  with 
a shelf  underneath,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  stools  with  loose  seats  and  seagrass 
tops,  eleven  large  dinner  wagons  with  three 
trays  and  fitted  with  heavy  casters,  four  um- 
brella stands,  and  some  hat  and  coat  rails. 
This  furniture  has  been  constructed  with 
mortice  and  tenon  joints,  and  polished  with  a 
clear  waxed  finish.  The  walnut  is  most 
difficult  to  work,  but  our  men  tackled  it 
with  confidence  and  it  now  stands  as  a splendid 
tribute  to  the  skill  and  perseverance  of  St. 
Dunstan’s  joiners. 

I have  seen  these  men  come  to  St.  Dunstan’s 
sick  and  badly  bruised,  all  hopes  of  a happy 
and  successful  career  smashed.  And  I have 
seen  their  determination  to  reconstruct  their 
lives,  their  formulation  of  new  plans  for  the 
future,  the  gradual  gaining  of  confidence  to 
ensure  a life  that  would  be  worth-while.  St. 
Dunstan’s  has  been  their  mainstay,  for  they 
need  help  to  face  the  many  difficult  problems 
that  arise  from  day  to  day,  but  there  is  an 
ever-increasing  evidence  of  a growing  inde- 
pendence and  assurance  that  commands  our 
respect  and  admiration. 

I am  proud  of  the  privilege  of  association 
with  them,  and  to  share  in  some  degree  their 
success.  St.  Dunstan’s  as  it  stands  today,  is  a 
worthy  monument  to  its  founder.  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson,  Bart.,  who,  with  his  magnificent 
foresight,  made  this  great  work  possible. 


FAMOUS  BLIND  PEER 
CALLED  BY  DEATH 

One  of  England’s  most  prominent  blind 
men  passed  away  in  March,  in  the  person  of 
Lord  Sanderson.  Blind  since  birth,  Henry 
Sanderson  Furniss  attained  a high  position 
in  the  field  of  education  and  for  many  years 
lectured  in  economics  at  Ruskin  College.  He 
was  closely  identified  with  the  Labor  Move- 
ment and  during  the  premiership  of  Ramsay 
Macdonald,  he  was  elevated  to  the  peerage, 
taking  the  title  of  Lord  Sanderson.  He 
resigned  trom  the  Labor  party  a year  ago 
because  he  disagreed  with  (heir  foreign  policy. 
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EDITORIAL 


BRAILLE  AND  MOON 

There  are  two  forms  of  embossed  type  used 
in  the  production  of  hooks  for  the  use  of  the 
blind.  Braille,  the  most  widely-used  form, 
is  a system  m which  dots,  in  various  com- 
binations are  employed  to  make  the  characters. 
Moon  uses  raised  characters  somewhat  re- 
sembling block  letters. 

As  most  of  the  readers  of  the  National 
News  of  the  Blind  are  acquainted  with  the 
fundamental  differences  between  these  two 
systems,  it  is  not  proposed  to  describe  their 
peculiarities.  It  is,  however,  our  desire,  to 
call  the  attention  of  blind  people  to  the  fact 
that  Moon  is  a practical  and  living  system, 
and  not  an  obsolete  or  kindergarten  form  of 
reading  possessing  little  virtue.  The  reason 
for  mentioning  the  matter  is  that  there  are  a 
great  many  blind  people  to  whom  the  learning 
of  Braille  presents  difficulties  too  formidable 
to  conquer  and  it  has  been  suggested  to  us 
that  many  men  and  women,  discouraged  by 
the  problems  presented  bj^  Braille,  might  have 
the  idea  that  Moon  is  such  an  inferior 
method  that  it  is  not  worth  learning.  It  was 
even  suggested  that  some  potential  readers  of 
Moon  harboured  the  idea  that  it  was  a system 
designed  for  those  who  did  not  have  enough 
intelligence  to  master  Braille : that  it  was  a 

mark  of  inferior  mentality  to  read  Moon. 

While  it  is  not  our  opinion  that  such 
considerations  carry  weight  with  any  number 
of  people,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Moon  has 
been  given  such  little  prominence  in  con- 
nection with  work  for  the  blind  that  a few 
people  might  develop  the  idea  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  it.  The  reason  for  not 
referring  to  Moon  more  frequently  in  publi- 
city intended  for  the  seeing  public  is  simply 
to  avoid  confusing  the  public  mind  by  enter- 
ing into  involved  explanations  as  to  the 
purpose  and  duties  of  the  two  separate 
systems.  Braille  has  become  associated  in 
the  public  mind  with  books  for  the  blind,  and, 
in  fact,  has  almost  become  a general  term, 
taking  in  both  forms  of  embossed  type. 
Braille  is,  of  course,  the  most  widely  used: 
there  is  a much  greater  volume  of  literature 
available  in  that  form;  there  are  many  more 
periodicals  in  Braille  than  there  are  in  Moon; 
it  is  less  bulky;  it  can  be  written  as  well  as 
read.  If  a blind  person  can  learn  Braille,  it 
is,  undoubtedly,  to  his  advantage  to  learn  it 
and  to  use  it. 


Aloon  is  easier  to  learn  and  easier  to  read 
than  Braille.  It  can  be  mastered  by  men  and 
women  whose  fingers  are  not  sensitive  enough 
to  distinguish  the  small  dots  used  in  the 
Braille  system.  It  can  be  read  by  many  of 
those  to  whom  Braille  is  next  to  impossible. 

Aloon  is  not  a plaything.  It  is  a tried  and 
accepted  form  of  embossed  print  in  use  for 
over  three-quarters  of  a century.  In  Canada, 
there  are  several  hundred  constant  readers. 
There  are,  in  the  library  of  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  over  4,500 
volumes.  For  anyone  to  scorn  the  use  of 
Moon  because  he  cannot  read  Braille  would  be 
like  a man  refusing  to  eat  apples  because 
peaches  give  him  a stomach-ache.  There  is 
a very  good  selection  of  books  available  for 
the  Moon  reader,  and,  although  there  is  no 
magazine  published  in  this  form  in  Canada, 
there  are  several  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

There  are  many  people  who  are  on  the 
mailing  list  of  the  National  News  of  the  Blind 
who  would  find  the  learning  of  Braille  very 
difficult  but  who  would  have  no  real  trouble 
in  making  the  acquaintance  of  Moon.  There 
are  literally  hundreds  of  blind  people  in  the 
Dominion  who  are  not  aware  of  the  great 
pleasure  of  being  able  to  read  for  themselves 
to  whom  that  pleasure  would  be  opened  if 
they  made  a serious  effort  to  learn  Moon. 

f.  The  average  blind  person  ov'er  the  age  of 
forty  who  desires  to  learn  some  form  of 
finger  reading  should  start  on  Moon.  If  they 
find  that  they  can  read  It  readily,  they  can 
go  forward  and  learn  Braille,  but  if  they 
discover  that  A'loon  presents  about  as  difficult 
a task  as  their  sense  of  touch  seems  capable 
of  tackling,  they  can  confine  their  attentions 
to  Moon,  and  experience  countless  enjoyable 
hours  with  the  books  waiting  to  be  borrowed 
by  them. 

All  of  our  home  teachers  arc  competent 
in  the  teaching  of  both  Aloon  and  Braille 
and  It  is  of  course  by  personal  Instruction  that 
the  best  result  is  achieved.  It  is  quite 
possible,  however,  for  a blind  person  to  learn 
Moon  without  the  aid  of  a teacher.  Any 
blind  person  who  is  registered  with  the 
Institute  and  who  desires  to  obtain  any 
further  particulars  concerning  A'loon  and  its 
possibilities,  should  get  in  touch  with  the 
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nearest  divisional  headquarters  of  the  In- 
stitute, and  if,  at  the  moment  it  is  not  possible 
to  provide  for  home  teaching,  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  furnish  initial  instructions  by 
mail. 


INSTITUTE  LOSES  OLD  FRIENDS 

On  fune  1,  the  death  occurred  in  Halifax, 
of  Allss  Mary  Murphy,  who  throughout  a 
long  lifetime  had  been  a valued  friend  of  the 
blind  people  of  Halifax  and  Nova  Scotia.  A 
week  before  her  death  she  resigned  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  The 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and 
on  the  occasion  of  her  retirement  from 
active  office,  she  was  appointed  Honorary 
Vice-President.  At  one  time  the  late  Sir 
Frederick  Fraser  referred  to  her  as  “angel  of 
the  blind.”  Her  passing  is  mourned  by  hun- 
dreds of  Nova  Scotia  blind  people  to  whom 
she  was  personally  known. 

Sir  George  McLaren  Brown  who  retired  in 
1936  from  his  position  as  European  manager 
of  the  C.P.R.  Steamship  Lines  to  take  up  his 
residence  in  Hamilton,  died  suddenly  in 
Toronto,  on  June  28.  After  his  return  to 
Canada,  Sir  George  Interested  himself  in  many 
public  and  philanthropic  activities  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Honorary  Vice-President 
of  the  Institute. 

Mr.  James  A.  Richardson  died  very  sud- 
denly at  his  home  in  Winnipeg,  on  June  26. 
The  late  Mr.  Richardson  was  one  of  Canada’s 
most  widely  known  and  representative  busi- 
ness men.  A lavish  benefactor  of  Queen’s 
University,  and  a man  to  whom  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  greatly 
Indebted  for  both  his  financial  support  and 
valuable  counsel. 


RESTRICTIONS  REMOVED  FROM 
ALBERTAN  VOTERS 

As  a result  of  an  amendment  passed  by  the 
last  session  of  the  Alberta  Legislature,  the 
same  privileges  accorded  to  electors  under  the 
Dominion  Elections  Act  are  now  given  to 
blind  persons  in  Alberta  in  connection  with 
the  provincial  elections.  It  was  formerly 
necessary  for  a blind  voter  to  have  the 
returning  oflicer  mark  his  ballot  for  him,  but 
he  is  now  entitled  to  have  a relative  or  friend 
enter  the  balloting  booth  with  him,  thus 
giving  him  the  opportunity  to  vote  without 
disclosing  his  choice  to  anyone  except  a 
trusted  personal  friend. 


VANCOUVER  HAS  CHAMPION 
BOWLING  TEAM 

The  season  for  blind  bowlers  of  Western 
Canada  ended  in  April  with  a tournament  in 
which  teams  in  Vancouver,  Victoria,  Calgary, 
Edmonton  and  Winnipeg  took  part.  The 
score  was  telegraphed  from  one  city  to  another 
as  the  games  progressed.  The  Rowland 
Trophy,  symbol  of  the  championship  for  five 
man  teams  of  blind  bowlers,  was  retained  by 
the  Vancouver  team  which  rolled  a three 
game  score  of  2,386.  The  other  scores  were: 
Winnipeg,  2,182;  Victoria,  1,902;  Calgary, 
1,884  and  Edmonton,  1,760. 


THE  BLIND  IN  CANADA 

Figures  made  available  by  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  after  reports 
from  the  various  divisions  were  received  at 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  March  31,  1939, 
showed  that  there  were  1,386  more  blind 
people  registered  on  that  date  than  on  the 
corresponding  date  the  year  before.  There 
were  the  names  of  10,821  blind  people  on  the 
register  this  year  and  9,435  last  year.  The 


figures  for  both  years  bv 

Dix'isions 

are  as 

follows: 

1938 

1939 

Maritime  Division 

1,291 

1,656 

Quebec 

2,748 

3,196 

Ontario 

3,057 

3,348 

Central  Western  Div. . . 

1,162 

1,306 

Western  Division 

1,177 

1,315 

Newfoundland 

255 

231 

WARNING 

Stricken  by  grief  and  anxiety  at  the  pos- 
sibility of  his  five  year  old  son  losing  his  sight, 
Mr.  Fisher  of  Toronto  wrote  to  the  papers 
asking  them  to  publish  details  of  the  accident 
which  befell  his  son  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  the  danger  of  small  children  playing 
with  sharp  Implements.  The  little  boy  was 
cutting  a piece  of  string  with  a pair  of  scissors 
when  one  of  the  points  slipped  into  his  eye, 
not  only  injuring  it  beyond  possibility  of  cure 
but  seriously  injuring  the  other. 


STRANGE  DISAPPEARANCE 

E.  Breen,  a 65  year  old  blind  man  who  had 
been  living  at  St.  (oseph’s  Hospital,  Edmon- 
ton, walked  out  ol  that  institution  on  I'eh- 
ruary  16,  this  year,  anil  although  police,  boy 
scouts  anil  friends  conducted  a thorough 
search  for  him.  no  trace  was  found. 
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THE  TRIUMPH  OF  TEMPLETON 

For  the  past  three  or  four  years,  one  of  the 
most  popular  performers  in  the  entertain- 
ment world  of  the  United  States  has  been 
Alec  Templeton,  a young  Englishman,  who 
has  been  blind  since  birth.  Last  month,  Alec 
Templeton  stood  on  the  topmost  rung  of  the 
ladder  of  fame;  he  became  Charlie  McCarthy’s 
music  teacher.  It  has  come  to  be  a mark  of 
distinction  to  appear  on  the  same  program  as 
Charlie  AlcCarthy.  Templeton  not  only 
achieved  this  coveted  recognition,  but  left 
Edgar  Bergen  and  his  incomparable  dummy 
with  the  short  end  of  the  applause. 

Templeton  is  that  rarest  of  phenomena;  a 
musician  with  a sense  of  humour.  He  not 
only  knows  how  magnificent  great  music, 
well  rendered,  can  be,  and  his  perfect  tech- 
nique and  flawless  interpretation  leave  the 
critics  no  material  for  adverse  comment,  but 
he  also  knows  how  gloriously  ridiculous  fine 
music  can  become  when  it  is  efficiently 
burlesqued.  Templeton  can  make  even  Bach 
funny,  and  anyone  capable  of  that  should  be 
able  to  derive  hysterical  amusement  from  a 
dictionary. 

Templeton  is  not  the  first  man  to  discover 
that  musically  weak-minded  people  who  could 
not  understand  grand  opera,  and  even  some 
who  could  not  only  understand  it  but  liked 
it,  found  great  amusement  in  seeing  it  cari- 
catured. Comedians  “taking  off”  scenes 
from  grand  opera  have  been  a common  feature 
of  the  American  vaudeville  stage  for  years. 
Templeton  simply  makes  a fine  art  of  it.  His 
success  in  giving  an  utterly  absurd  rendition 
of  a high-class  performance  undoubtedly  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  his  knowledge  of  the  finer 
points  of  music  enables  him  to  destroy  them 
more  effectively  than  the  comedian  who  is 
simply  endeavouring  to  make  ridiculous, 
something  he  cannot  execute  properly. 

Of  all  the  various  amazing  combinations  of 
voice  and  music  that  reach  the  ears  of 
those  who  seek  entertainment  from  the  un- 
regulated diet  which  comes  to  them  through 
the  radio,  there  is  nothing  more  acceptable 
than  the  offerings  of  Alec  Templeton,  whether 
he  is  playing  the  piano  as  it  should  be  played, 
distorting  it  as  it  should  not  be  distorted, 
imitating  the  results  received  by  a dial- 
twisting  radio  fan,  rendering  an  operatic 
scene  in  which  bass,  soprano,  contralto, 
baritone  and  musical  accompaniment  are  all 
mangled  by  himself,  or  performing  some 
composition  of  his  own. 


When  Alec  Templeton  appears  on  the  stage 
or  is  heard_  over  the  air,  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  his  blindness.  It  is  probable  that 
only  a few  of  Alec’s  listeners  do  not  know  that 
he  is  blind,  but  that  fact  does  not  enter  into 
their  appreciation  of  his  performances.  The 
comment  frequently  heard  in  connection  with 
programs  offered  by  blind  musicians — “It  was 
very  good,  considering,”  is  not  heard  when 
Templeton  is  the  artist.  He  is  not  good, 
“considering.”  He  is  superb,  considering 
nothing  at  all,  except  that,  though  blind,  he 
is  a more  accomplished  performer  in  his  field 
than  his  sighted  competitors. 

Alec  Templeton  is  twenty-eight  years  old. 
His  first  public  appearance  was  at  the  age  of 
five.  Since  he  was  twelve,  he  has  been  a 
professional  musician.  Like  many  another 
blind  person  who  has  attained  some  degree  of 
fame,  Alec  was  fortunate  in  his  selection  of 
parents.  It  is  stated  that  they  were  so 
successful  In  having  friends  and  members  of 
the  family  treat  the  blind  youngster  as  a 
normal  member  of  the  group,  never  differen- 
tiating in  their  treatment  of  him  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  that  he  was  seven  years 
old  before  he  became  conscious  that  he  pos- 
sessed any  disability.  His  mother  and  father, 
desiring  to  give  the  boy’s  early  attraction  to 
music  as  much  encouragement  as  possible, 
studied  music  themselves  and  surrounded  him 
with  a musical  atmosphere  which  made  his 
progress  easier  than  most  young  musicians 
enjoy. 

It  is  to  his  father,  perhaps,  that  Alec  owes 
some  of  his  ability  to  cater  to  the  tastes  of 
both  the  aristocratic  and  the  vulgar  lovers  of 
music,  for  Mr.  Templeton,  senior,  used  to 
take  the  boy  to  music-halls  and  smokers,  as 
an  antidote  to  the  undiluted  doses  of  classical 
music  fed  to  him  by  his  teachers.  To  his 
father  also,  Alec  owes  his  proficiency  in 
languages,  for  his  ability  to  converse  fluently 
in  French,  German,  Italian  and  Spanish,  is 
partly  due  to  the  fact  that,  during  the 
summers,  Mr.  ’fcmpleton  took  the  boy  on 
long  continental  journeys  and  impressed  on 
him  the  advantages  to  a musician  of  being  at 
home  in  different  languages. 

Alec’s  primary  education  was  received  at 
home  from  a private  tutor,  but  he  later 
attended  The  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind, 
and  after  that  the  Royal  College  of  Music  In 
London. 
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Everv  generation  or  two  the  world  produces 
a blind  man  or  woman  who  attains  inter- 
national fame  in  literature,  music  or  sciences. 
Even  now,  it  is  possible  that  Alec  Templeton 
is  replacing  Dr.  Helen  Keller  as  the  most 
w’idely-known  blind  person  living.  His  fame 
grows  week  by  week.  His  dance  tunes  are 
played  by  the  most  popular  “swing”  or- 
chestras. He  is  one  of  the  most  sought-after 
performers  in  the  New  York  exclusive  night 
clubs;  the  most  refined  musical  devotees  flock 
to  hear  him  when  he  gives  a piano  recital  in 
Carnegie  Hall;  he  gives  Charlie  McCarthy 
music  lessons;  his  phonograph  records  sell 
well;  during  this  summer  he  is  pinch-hitting 
for  “Fibber  Magee,”  who  is  lying  low  for  the 
summer. 

DO  WE  ALWAYS 
TAKE  SUFFICIENT  CARE? 

“We  generally  satisfy  ourselves  when 
purchasing  commodities  that  the  conditions 
under  which  they  have  been  manufactured 
do  not  leave  the  consumer  with  a sense  of 
reproach.” 

The  above  quotation  was  taken  from  an 
article  by  Mr.  Ben  Purse  who  writes  in  the 
New  Beacon.  If  Canadians,  when  asked  to 
buy  goods  made  by  blind  people,  always  took 
the  trouble  to  inquire  as  to  where  and  how 
and  by  whom  they  were  made,  it  might  save 
them,  in  many  instances,  from  patronising 
plausible  salesmen  who  exploit  the  sympathy 
of  the  public  and  disposing  of  wares  in  the 
manufacture  of  which  the  blind  had  little  or 
no  part.  The  label  “Blindcraft”  is  on  all 
goods  manufactured  by  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

MEAN  THEFTS 

In  Toronto,  several  blind  men  try  to  make 
a living  by  operating  newspaper  “honour” 
boxes,  receptacles  from  which  customers  are 
supposed  to  help  themselves  to  a newspaper 
and  deposit  the  price  in  a locked  box. 
There  is  not  enough  business  at  a single 
location  of  this  kind  to  keep  one  blind  person 
busy  and  so  each  operator  controls  from  eight 
to  ten  bo.xes.  From  these  “honour”  boxes, 
250  (o  300  papers  a day  are  taken  by  news- 
paper addicts  who  neglect  to  leave  payment. 
Recently  two  youths  were  arrested  by  the 
police  for  stealing  papers  from  the  blind 
operator  Harry  Bennett.  The  magistrate 
regarded  (he  offense  seriously — one  of  the 
culprits  was  sent  to  prison  for  ten  days  and 
the  other,  who  had  failed  to  heed  the  warning 
provided  by  the  fate  which  befell  the  first, 
was  sentenced  to  sixty  days. 


BRILLIANT  ACHIEVEMENT  OF 
SASKATCHEWAN  STUDENT 

Amongst  the  graduates  of  Saskatchewan 
University  this  spring,  was  John  Green,  a 
Saskatoon  youth  who  carries  on  his  studies 
through  the  use  of  Braille  and  the  assistance 
given  him  by  the  sighted  members  of  his 
family.  An  honorary  bursary  in  economics 
and  political  science  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
Green  as  a result  of  the  excellent  standing  he 
obtained  in  his  final  examinations.  It  is  Mr. 
Green’s  intention  to  pursue  his  studies  until 
he  receives  his  Master’s  degree. 

KING  GEORGE  SENDS  GREETINGS 
TO  THE  BRANTFORD  STUDENTS 

“I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  send  this 
message  to  you,  who  are  a student  at  the 
Ontario  School  for  the  Blind.  Their  Majesties 
send  their  best  wishes  to  you  and  hope  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  put  this  in  braille  so  that 
you  may  read  it  and  keep  this  memento  of 
Their  Majesties’  stay  in  Brantford.  ” 

This  letter  was  put  into  Braille  by  Miss 
Gladys  McLennan  of  Cornwall  and  forwarded 
to  every  pupil  of  the  School  for  the  Blind.  In 
a brief  stop  at  Brantford,  His  Majesty  was 
greeted  by  the  pupils  of  the  School  and 
expressed  great  Interest  in  them  and  pleasure 
in  seeing  them  included  in  the  throngs  which 
acclaimed  him. 

BRANTFORD  BOYS 
WIN  INTERNATIONAL  MEET 

In  the  annual  competition  between  the  New 
York  School  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia,  N.Y. 
and  the  Ontario  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Brantford,  held  on  May  20  this  year,  at 
Brantford,  the  Ontario  boys  defeated  their 
American  rivals.  Each  school  had  a team  ot 
eight  men  and  in  the  varying  competitions 
(he  winner  was  decided  by  adding  up  (he 
scores  of  all  the  entrants  of  each  team.  In 
(he  rope  climbing  contest,  the  total  of  the 
Batavia  team  was  30.4  seconds  and  (he  total 
for  Brantford  26.1,  the  best  single  time  being 
3 seconds,  obtained  by  Jean  St.  Jean  and 
Theron  Smith,  both  of  Brantford.  The 
basket  ball  throwing  was  won  by  the  Batavia 
team  with  a score  of  634.4  feet,  ns  against  the 

631.3  feet  of  (he  Brantford  boys.  The  best 
single  score  in  this  event  was  hail  by  Paul 
Snelgrove  of  Batavia  who  threw  (he  ball 

98.3  feet. 

Brantford  won  the  standing  broad  jump 
with  a total  score  ol  70  feet  9>^>  inches, 
against  Batavia's  70  feet  33. j inches. 
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HE  SAYS  IT  WITH  FLOUR 

Old  Fort,  N.C. — Noah  Maryland  Vess  is 
the  Blind  Miller  of  Crooked  Creek,  North 
Carolina,  and  his  story  is  one  of  courage  and 
encouragement.  When  he  was  24  he  became 
blind  and  he  became  a drifter,  quitting  his 
mill  and  wasting  30  years  in  self  pity. 

But  five  years  ago  he  remembered  the 
pleasant  hills  of  his  youth,  the  murmur  of  his 
mill  race,  and  the  busy  roar  of  wooden  gears. 
If  only  he  could  be  a miller  again,  he  argued, 
he  might  regain  the  happiness  he  once  had 
known. 

And  so  he  restored  his  dilapidated  mill  and 
set  about  teaching  his  hands  to  do  the  work 
of  his  eyes.  Folks  about  Jack's  Creek  Station, 
North  Carolina,  now  say  that  Noah  grinds  the 
finest  meal  in  Carolina. 

From  his  home  across  the  highway  (No.  64 
between  Bat  Cave  and  Old  Fort)  Mr.  Vess 
daily  strides  confidently  to  his  mill.  “No 
one  helps  me,"  he  said.  "I  can  get  around 
as  good  as  a person  with  sight." 

He  took  his  caller  out  under  the  flume, 
warning  him  of  a little  stream.  The  water 
from  his  flume,  diverted  now  from  the  old 
wheel,  poured  in  a cataract  down  the  side, 
“It  makes  a good  shower,"  said  Noah. 
“When  I get  hot,  I stand  under  that  water. 
It’ll  pretty  near  knock  a strong  man  down 
but  it  hopes  you  up.” 

Mr.  Vess  ran  some  of  his  recently  ground 
meal  through  his  fingers  and  called  it  good. 

“Men  come  to  me  and  tell  me  how  they 
want  their  meal  ground,  and  I grind  it  their 
way,"  he  said  simply.  “But  the  meal 
doesn’t  satisfy  them,  and  I tell  them,  “Let 
me  grind  it  my  way,  because  my  fingers  have 
learned  to  see  the  meal  as  it  should  be." 
"Maybe  my  blindness  helped  me  so  that  I 
could  be  of  better  service  to  my  neighbours." 


WINNIPEG  BAND  SCORES  SUCCESS 

At  a musical  festival  held  in  Winnipeg  this 
spring,  the  adjudicator  was  high  in  his  praise 
of  the  performance  of  a percussion  band,  the 
members  of  which  were  all  youthful  blind 
residents  of  Winnipeg.  In  competition  with 
two  other  percussion  bands,  the  entry  spon- 
sored by  The  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  received  highest  marks. 


FINE  OPEN  AIR  PERFORMANCE 
OF  “MERRIE  ENGLAND” 

BY  BRANTFORD  STUDENTS 

As  a climax  to  a series  of  successful  musical 
achievements,  the  students  of  the  Ontario 
School  for  the  Blind,  on  June  14,  presented 
German’s  well-known  operetta,  “Merrie 
England."  The  performance  was  elaborately 
staged  in  a temporary  open  air  theatre  in  the 
grounds  of  the  Ontario  School  for  the  Blind. 
It  attracted  the  attendance  of  about  800 
people.  Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Frederic 
Lord,  musical  supervisor  of  the  School,  fifty 
performers  acted  and  sang  the  operetta  with 
a degree  of  musical  excellence  and  dramatic 
skill  not  often  encountered  when  such  youth- 
ful performers  undertake  such  a difficult 
production.  The  costumes  and  scenery  which 
were  practically  all  made  by  the  staff  and 
students  of  the  School,  were  almost  pro- 
fessional in  their  perfection.  The  entertain- 
ment marked  the  close  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  the  School  has  enjoyed  since 
its  foundation  over  sixty-five  years  ago. 


LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 
New  Books  Received,  June,  1939 

BRAILLE 

Volumes 


Ends  of  the  Earth — Andrews,  R.  C 2 

The  Patriot — Buck,  Pearl  S 3 

Alone — Byrd,  Richard 2 

Master  Rung — Crow,  Carl 3 

Rebecca — Du  Maurier,  Daphne 4 

Philosopher’s  Holiday — Edman,  Irvin 3 

All  This  and  Heaven  Too — Field,  Rachel 5 

Three  Bright  Pebbles — Ford,  Leslie 2 

Jehol,  City  of  Emperors — Hedin,  Sven 2 

The  Spymaster — Oppenheim,  E.  P 3 

The  Lost  King — Sabalini,  R 3 

Elizabeth  and  Essex — Strachey,  Lytlon 2 

MOON  TYPE 

The  Tenant  of  Cromlech  Cottage — Hocking,  J.  7 

The  Virginian — Wister,  Owen S 


BLIND  STUDENTS 
LEARN  LIFE-SAVING  TECHNIQUE 

Nine  students  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the 
Blind  who  had  been  taking  instruction  in  first 
aid  from  the  Saint  John  Ambulance  Associa- 
tion were  given  the  regular  tests  recently. 
All  passed. 


10 


NATIONAL  NEWS  OF  THE  BLIND 


July,  1939 


inSTITUTE 

LIBRARY 

From  the  main  library  of  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  64  Baldwin 
Street,  Toronto,  and  from  the  Mary  McIntyre 
Memorial  Library  in  Winnipeg,  995  Portage 
Avenue,  blind  persons,  resident  in  Canada 
and  Newfoundland  are  privileged  to  borrow 
boohs  in  Braille  and  Moon  type,  and  Talking 
Book  records.  There  are  over  twenty-two 
thousand  volumes  in  embossed  type  in  these 
two  libraries,  and  276  titles  in  Talking  Book 
form.  Catalogues  will  be  supplied  to  those 
not  already  in  possession  of  them.  There  is 
no  membership  fee  and  no  charge  made  for 
loaning  books.  Postage  on  embossed  litera- 
ture is  free.  The  small  postage  charges  on 
Talking  Book  records  are  taken  care  of  by 
the  Institute. 

HOME  TEACHING 

Members  of  the  home-teaching  staff  of  The 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
are  sent  to  any  locality  in  Canada  where  there 
is  a blind  person  desirous  of  learning  Braille, 
typing  and  any  form  of  handicraft  suitable 
for  blind  home-workers.  The  home  teachers 
are  all  experienced  blind  people.  Except 
under  very  exceptional  circumstances  the 
home-teaching  service  provided  by  the  In- 
stitute is  not  available  to  boys  and  girls 
eligible  for  attendance  at  schools  for  the 
blind.  Application  for  home-teaching  service 
should  be  made  to  the  Institute  office  nearest 
the  residence  of  the  prospective  pupil. 

BRAILLE  COURIER 

The  Braille  Courier,  a magazine  of  general 
interest,  printed  in  Braille  by  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  sent,  with- 
out charge  to  any  registered  blind  person  in 
Canada  or  Newfoundland,  desiring  to  receive 
it.  The  Braille  Courier  is  Issued  ten  times  a 
year.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  mailing  list  of  the  Braille 
Courier  should  apply  to  the  Library  and 
Publishing  Department  of  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  64  Baldwin 
Street,  Toronto. 

STREET  CAR  AND  THEATRE  PASSES 

In  many  Canadian  cities  and  (owns,  blind 
people  are  given  the  privilege  of  free  trans- 
portation on  street  car  lines  and  free  ad- 
mission to  motion-picture  theatres.  Such 
privileges  are  administered  by  the  office  of 
The  Canadian  National  Institute  for  (he  Blind 
located  in  (he  centre  where  such  concessions 
are  granted.  There  is  little  formality  con- 


SERVICES 

nected  with  the  use  of  these  substantial 
privileges.  Information  concerning  them  may 
be  obtained  from  any  Institute  office. 

FARE  REDUCTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Bhnd  persons  desirous  of  travelling  on  rail- 
ways, bus-lines  or  Trans-Atlantic  Steamships 
are  entitled  to  substantial  reductions  in  fare 
providing  they  are  travelling  with  an  escort. 
Blind  Canadians  travelling  in  the  United 
States  are  given  the  privilege  of  reduced 
fares,  but  the  arrangement  in  each  case,  must 
be  made  by  The  Institute  with  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  so  those  intend- 
ing to  take  advantage  of  the  privilege 
should  get  in  touch  with  the  Institute  offices 
some  weeks  before  their  intended  journey. 
Application  for  the  necessary  forms  which 
must  be  filled  out  in  connection  with  these  con- 
cessions and  all  information  concerning  them, 
may  be  obtained  from  any  Institute  office. 

RADIO  SERVICE 

Through  an  arrangement  with  the  manu- 
facturers, radio  receiving  sets  and  radio  parts 
are  sold  through  the  Institute  to  bhnd  people, 
at  greatly  reduced  prices.  The  discount 
allowed  to  bhnd  purchasers  results  in  the 
saving  of  thousands  of  dollars  a year  to 
those  who  take  advantage  of  the  privilege.  All 
information  concerning  this  service,  and  the 
procedure  necessary  to  obtain  a radio  license, 
may  be  obtained  from  any  Institute  office. 
Bhnd  persons  are  exempt  from  the  payment 
of  the  fee  for  radio  licenses.  Those  not  now 
in  possession  of  a license  should  communicate 
with  the  nearest  Institute  office. 

MATERIALS  AND  APPLIANCES 
SOLD  AT  COST 

The  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Bhnd  carries  a stock  of  games  and  appliances 
adapted  to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  bhnd 
people.  Typewriters,  Braille  writers,  watches, 
cards,  games,  clocks,  walking-sticks,  etc.  are 
sold  at  cost  to  registered  bhnd  people.  As 
appliances  especially  adapted  for  the  use  of 
the  bhnd  come  into  Canada  duty  free,  if 
imported  through  an  authorized  agency,  (he 
saving  in  some  instances  is  substantial.  .All 
raw  materials  used  by  home  workers  such  as 
wool,  leather,  reed,  willow,  raffia,  etc.  are 
sold  through  the  Institute  at  cost.  Applica- 
tion for  information  concerning  the  prices 
and  description  of  goods  should  be  made  to 
the  nearest  Institute  office. 
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TRY  BEING  BLIND 
by  Booth  Tarkington 

We  older  people  who  lived  the  greater  part 
of  our  lives  in  horse-and-buggy  days  can’t 
advise  a modern  boy  how  to  ride  a bicycle 
among  speeding  motor  cars — we'd  only  beg 
him  not  to — and  we  can’t  tell  him  how  to 
save  his  life  from  all  the  other  deadly  con- 
trivances that  we  ourselves  invented  for  his 
betterment.  But  there  are  some  old  per- 
petual perils  upon  which  we  are  competent  to 
speak.  \\'e  are  competent  because — though 
we  once  said,  as  the  boy  says  now,  “That 
won’t  happen  to  ME!” — we’ve  had  time  to 
discover  what  we  did  to  ourselves. 

In  a scuffle  the  other  day,  my  great- 
nephew,  George,  got  a black  eye  and  told  me 
it  amounted  to  nothing;  he’d  had  another 
just  before  this  one.  As  he  spoke,  he  was 
gouging  at  his  other  eye,  corkscrewing  his 
knuckles  into  it  as  if  to  excavate  it,  “Eyelid 
itches,”  he  explained. 

I recommended  a different  remedy  and 
added:  “If  I were  you.  I’d  avoid  being  hit 

in  the  eye  by  either  a ball  or  somebody’s  fist, 
George.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a detached 
retina?” 

“No,  sir.  You  don’t  want  me  to  be  a sis, 
do  you?” 

“Sometimes  it’s  useful,”  I told  him,  and, 
as  he  still  gouged  at  his  eye,  I suggested  an 
object  lesson.  “Get  a toughish  young  green 
plum,  George.  Do  to  it  what  you’re  doing 
to  your  eye;  then  open  the  plum  and  see  what 
you’ve  done  to  its  inside.” 

lie  laughed.  “Oh,  you  can’t  hurt  my 
eyes!” 

“No?  They’re  indestructible — like  mine?” 

“Well — you  know  you’re  kind  of  old,  sir. 
1 don’t  care  what  happens  to  me  at  your  age.” 

‘Its  too  bad,”  1 said,  “but  you  will, 
George.  You  haven’t  tried  it;  but  I have,  so 
1 know.  About  your  eyes,  now,  for  Instance, 
let  s try  something.  Try  being  blind,  George.” 

All  right.”  lie  shut  his  eyes,  groped 
with  his  hands,  took  two  steps,  and  touched 
a chair.  “Oh,  1 guess  1 could  get  around!” 

“Yes,  George;  and  you  might  be  lucky 
enough  to  get  a Seeing  Eye  dog,  and  he’d 
keep  you  from  bumping  into  things;  and  you 
could  learn  to  read  Braille  and  how  to  eat — ” 


“Eat?”  he  cried.  Trust  me!  Blind  or 
not,  1 could  always  eat!” 

Could  you?’  1 asked.  “I’ll  give  you  that 
fishing  rod  you  yearn  for  if  you’ll  eat  your 
dinner  blindfolded  so  that  you  can’t  see  at  all.” 

George  was  delighted,  and  at  the  dinner 
table,  he  at  first  thought  the  experiment 
great  fun;  then  he  didn’t.  “Owl”  he  said 
later.  “That’s  the  only  bite  I’ve  got  all  the 
way  to  my  face,  and  I loathe  eggplant!  I 
thought  it  was  asparagus.” 

Afterward  I heard  him  raking  the  re- 
frigerator for  cold  food. 

“Murderl”  he  said,  when  I joined  him. 
“I’d  hate  to  be  blind.  How  long  does  it 
take  ’em  to  learn  to  eat?” 

“I  don’t  know,  George.  You  see,  I was 
totally  blind  only  a few  months.” 

“Listenl  What  was  all  that  about  me  not 
getting  hit  in  the  eye  or  gouging  or — ” 

“Or  reading  in  a bad  light  and  some  other 
things?”  I added.  “The  eye  is  a delicate 
object,  George,”  I said — a sententious  old 
truth;  but  I’d  had  the  misfortune  to  discover 
its  meaning  for  myself. 

— Jrom  the  Osleopalhic  JIagazine,  June,  1939. 


FLAGS  MADE  BY  BLIND 
GREET  ROYAL  VISITORS 

6,000  of  the  flags  which  were  waved  on  the 
streets  of  Edmonton,  during  the  recent  Royal 
tour  were  assembled  by  blind  people  under  the 
supervision  of  The  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind.  The  flags,  made  in 
England,  reached  the  Dominion  without 
being  mounted  on  sticks.  6,000  basswood 
sticks  were  secured  from  Toronto.  The 
blind  worker  sharpened  the  ends  with  an 
ordinary  pencil  sharpener  and  fastened  each 
flag  to  its  holder  with  the  use  of  a common 
office  stapling  machine. 


BRANTFORD  MAY  HAVE  NEW 
ADMINISTRATIVE  BUILDING 

In  the  estimate  brought  down  during  (he 
last  session  of  the  Ontario  Legislature,  the 
sum  o f $50,000  for  a new  Iniiltllng  at  tlic 
Ontario  School  lor  tlic  Blind  at  Brantlord, 
was  included.  No  dale  has  yet  been  set  for 
the  commencement  ol  construction. 
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The  Canadian  national  Institute 
for  the  Blind 

NATIONAL  OFFICE 

Pearson  Hall,  186  Beverley  Street,  Toronto  2,  Ontario 
Managing-Director,  E.  A.  BAKER 


WESTERN  DIVISION 
(Alberta  and  British  Columbia) 

1101  Broadway  West,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
Superintendent,  M.  C.  Robinson. 

District  Offices 

Calgary,  Alta. — Old  Court  House  Bldg. 
Representative,  R.  P.  Thompson. 

Edmonton  Alta. — Court  House  Bldg. 
Representative,  D.  M.  Alacalister. 

CENTRAL  WESTERN  DIVISION 
(Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan) 

995  Portage  Avenue,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
General  Manager,  E.  Flexman. 

District  Office 

Regina,  Sask. — 611  McCallum-Hill  Bldg. 
Representative,  R.  W.  Beath. 

Northern  Saskatchewan — 

M.  I.  Nicholson,  906  10th  St.,  Saskatoon,  Sask. 

ONTARIO  DIVISION 

186  Beverley  Street,  Toronto  2,  Ont. 

District  Offices 

Ottawa  City — 386  MacLaren  St. 
Representative,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Purvis. 

Hamilton — 7 Blake  St. 
Representative,  A.  N.  Magill 

London — 141  Maple  St. 
Representative,  II.  W.  Henry 


Representatives 

Kitchener-Waterloo — C.  E.  Robinson 
184  Lancaster  St.  E.  Kitchener,  Ont. 

North  Bay  Nipissing — A.  B,  Howe 
33  First  Avenue  East,  North  Bay,  Ont. 

Kingston-Frontenac — W.  E.  Milton 
219A  Division  Street,  Bellevdlle,  Ont. 

Slmcoe,  District  of  Muskoha — H.  Webb 
8 Essa  Street,  Allandale,  Ont. 

Ottawa  District — W.  E.  Hamilton 
340  Clemow  Avenue,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

York  and  Adjacent  Counties 
J.  Harvey  Lynes 

186  Beverley  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Windsor-Essex,  Kent  and  Lambton — 

A.  W.  Sparks 

Room  16.  Capitol  Bldg.,  Windsor,  Ont. 

Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur — F.  G.  Phillips 
348  North  Ma3'  Street,  Fort  William,  Ont. 

QUEBEC  DIVISION 
Lindsay  Building,  1118  St.  Catherine 
Street,  W.,  Montreal,  Que. 
Superintendent,  Dr.  J.  A.  AlacDonald. 

MARITIME  DIVISION 
(New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia  and 
Prince  Edward  Island) 

172  Almon  Street,  Halifax,  N.S. 
Superintendent.  H.  B.  Campbell. 

NEWFOUNDLAND  DIVISION 
Cor.  Milltarv  Road  and  Gower  Street 
St.  John’s,  Newfoundland 
Superintendent,  Leslie  Hookey. 


Septambar  1,  1939 


Dear  Kobbls, 

Ka  Helen  Kollor  again.  I iicid  that  "VVa  Bereaved"  oarrlaa 
this  notice;  "Cop/riRht,  1929,  by  Leslie  Fulen«fider,  Inc."  I find 
also  Lis  wife  (not  his  iootlier)  is  bis  hair.  Slie  has  not  bean 

able  to  locata  the  co..yright  cerLlficata,  Ihoagh  siie  has  bean  all 
through  Ljslie's  papers.  She  eonts  to  turn  publication  rights  (or 
•hatever  it  is  jou  turn  over)  to  Helen  Keller.  Are  they  hers?  And 
vtr'hat  do  we  do  next?  It  seoias  ridiculous  for  me  to  be  so  igno- unt  after 
all  the  yeurs  I spent  in  a publishing  house! 


Yours  always 


September  1,  1939 


Dear  Herbert, 

I tim  eei^diug  back  to  >ou  the  iuclosed  letter  ^hlcb 
came  to  me  air  mail  from  Uiso  Thomson  this  morning.  I don't 
think  the  Kichurds  would  like  it  if  I sfc*pped  into  the  picture. 

I suggest  that  you  send  the  regular  letter,  nddirig  a note  th-t 
Uiss  Thomson  is  not  well  and  will  get  in  touch  with  miss  Richards 
at  a later  date. 

It  Was  only  in  her  letter  this  morning  that  Uiss 
Tliomson  mentioned  having  to  take  tablets  for  the  pain.  I don't 
kno  what  she  is  talking  about  and  it  distresses  me  a lot.  Could 
you  drop  me  a line  and  toll  me  whut  the  troable  is?  Siie  sa^s  she 
is  still  in  Holy  Cross.  Does  that  moan  that  she  in  in  a hospital? 

I oiuBe  vary  near  oiiling  you  last  Thursday  a week  ago 
when  Ann  and  I ware  on  our  way  down  from  Hew  Hampshire,  but 
suddenly  realized  th  ;t  I did  not  have  your  number.  I wish  you 
would  send  it  to  me;  also  ^he  girls'  address  in  Alberta,  hong 
View  is  the  lost  I havo  but  it  looks  to  me  now  as  if  they  are 
in  C Igary. 


How  are  you?  How  are  the  doge?  How  ie  everything? 
hvary  day  1 am  thankful  Liiat  you  are  settled  in  Connacbioat 
Instead  of  somewhere  in  libsgland.  .ihat  nightmares' 

Always  affectionately  yours, 


Sftpiambsr  4,  1939 


Ddur<..st  Polly, 

Kirat,  bJsinesB.  I will  writa  ^rs.  Fulan«idar  us  soon 
as  I batiT  from  iirs.  i^obliis  who  will  tall  ma  tha  ouxt  slap  ahoald 

be.  I think  tha  transfer  will  turn  out  to  be  a var^  oiaple  aattar,  lor 
all  it  looks  so  confusing  now. 

I think  I told  >ou  that  I sent  lliss  Richards*  latter  to 
Uorbert  asking  hiiiJ  to  send  the  ragul^ir  lettor  with  a littla  note  th^-t 
you  were  ill  and  would  gat  in  touch  with  her  at  a later  dute.  I thii^k 
tho  Richards  would  resent  my  stepping  into  tha  picturo. 

I was  so  alarmsd  whan  I got  the  note  uttuchad  to  ^iss 
Richards*  latter  in  which  you  said  you  werat  king  tablets  for  thu  pain. 
I couldn*t  imagine  whut  kind  of  puin  it  was  (the  air  aiodl  lett.^r 
got  hctre  first,  you  sea)  and  asked  Herbert  in  the  note  I sent  him 
iith  ilisB  Richards*  latter  to  tell  me  whut  on  earth  was  the  mutter. 
Then,  c.fter  I got  your  other  letter  I Cbdled  him  before  ha  got  my 

first  one.  I.htul  already  let  part  of  tho  cat  out  of  the  bug  in  *j 

note  to  him,  so  I thouglit  it  woe  better  to  tell  him  everything  to 
koap  him  frpm  being  too  much  frightened.  I kiio..  from  Keith *s  oxyier- 
ionca  th-t  eliingias  is  agony — <icuta  ugony.  He  never  hod  a otho.  \ 
attack,  at  least  he  hasn*t  had  yet.  It*s  a wariiing  to  you,  I'ollj , tlo.t 
you  -lUst  plOi  down  «nd  take  core  of  yourself.  Koi.h*s  camo  in  the  midst 
of  grer.t.  ar.xietj  about  hio  f^ithar  coupled  with  extraordinarily  heavy, 
duty  at  ‘the  offios.  I do  hope  the  worst  is  over.  I*m  so  glad  you  hiid 
such  good  ai.d  capable  friends  as  Spike  and  I^uls  to  look  after  yOU. 

t ' N 

, I wish  I bad  Spike  at  ay  elbow  as  I lister,  to  the  radio  \ 

these  day 8.  The  Russo-German  alliance  wue  no  surprise  to  mo  (I  have 

heard' Gleb  and  Kick  predict  it  too  many  times)  but  I was  surprised 
that  the  war  did  actually  get  here.  Hardly  an  hour  of  the  day  passes 
witiiOut  my  giving  thanks  that  Ann  is  in  this  country  noi  ^uid  not 
Snglhad.  ,diat  dark,  diu*k  days  lie  aiioid’. 

Herbert  soys  things  are  moving  forwtxd  wondorfully  on 
your  new  house.  And  thct's  rnother  thing  I don*t  3.- op  giving  timinks 
fol"--that  your  homo  is  here  aiid  not  in  England  or  lY’-uuco. 


1*11  be  awfully,  awfully  anxious  to  see  you  when  jOu 
get  Dock.  T(ou*ve  got  to  shuffle  off  some  o.  the  ro8ponsibil.tty  . *oo 
much  public  work.  You  oni  Helen  must  settle  down  to  a ysar  of  rest. 
At  l:^ast  a year  of  it. 


Lots  of  love  from  both  of  ua. 


Septajib«r  5,  13 3C 


Ueursat  Polly t 


I tin  ai.3*ering  irs.  ialoKy's  lottar  Dj  thi&  ^tdl.  I tuu 
the  villtdii  in  the  piece  about  the  addreea.  Her  aacret-ry  called  to  liad 
oat  -^hera  you  aare  uui  I couldn't  thirik  of  any  ;;ooa  reason  for  aot 
tallifig  her.  I'll  tat  Kalen  out  of  it,  don't  worry. 

It  ia  good  nows  that  >ou  ure  oettar,  but  I hute  to  think  of 
your  having  to  go  out  nt  once  on  tlie  lecture  tjur.  3ne  of  these  da^  s 
jOu  will  both  hjfo  to  settle  down  said  if  you  don't  do  it  on  your  own 
account  I think  Nature  is  going  to  daiuoad  it.  It  worries  ue. 


love,  as  always. 


Sopt«*JUt)r  5,  1939 


Dour  -rs.  iolone/; 


This  morning  I had  a note  from  iiigs  Polly  Thomaoa 
who  is  in  tha  flol^  Cross  Hoapittil  in  Culgfj^,  /vlLorta,  usuiug  ma  to 
raplj  to  jOur  loutor  of  August  24  to  Helen  Kollsr.  i*is8  Thomoon  is 
sufforing  from  tit.  axtraordinurily  eevors  uttt^k  of  s}>ingles.  oho  hopos 
to  be  out  of  ued  somo  tiuia  within  tiie  next  t'vo  weoks.  Than  cho  will 
have  to  eat  out  with  disa  dollar  for  a looturo  tour  of  tha  Southwest. 

It  ..ill  be  two  uontho  or  more  before  thaj  are  back  in  Coai-octicut. 

In  view  of  till  tids  diss  Keller  feels  th  4 she  must  daclino  jOur 
invitation  to  spotik  at  tha  Horald  Tribune  Forum,  much  us  she  would  like 
to  do  it.  Ska  ie  terribly  sorry  about  it  (and  so  am  I). 

I was  happj  to  be  tbla  to  share  with  har  the  good 
nows  thot  jour  letter  coutidn^d  about  your  own  recovery.  It  is  hearten- 
ing; to  .J.1  of  us. 


Vary  sm.ceralj  yours. 


Idrs.  Irlllitm  Brown  Jelonej 
South  N/uakar  Hill 
Pawling,  Mow  York 


Suptaabor  11,  19  35 


Doeraat  Polly, 


No,  thara's  nolhinfe,  difiioult  about  tba 
I aluiply  '^rote  har  th-t  ^oa  woro  in  tLa  Loo^itJ.  a 1 
it  Aoall  be  t*o  or  three  ;aonth9  before  ^oa  aai  Helen 
Con*;  Jot  Icut . 


Helonoj  oltu*«bion* 
th  rt  in  uny  u/out 
&oula  bu  sj-Ji'd.  In 


I h;'va  a letter  froa  Jra.  Robins  tibout  tiie  oueinees  of 
transferring  the  copyright  of  "'i’e  Ber^av-jd,"  Since  Chare  3ee>aS  to  be 
no  need  of  bothering  you  <ith  it,  T'll  send  it  straigiit  to  .rs. 
Falen;.ider . 


;.ll  of  the  booh  oaotiouc  are  carr. ing  rovieea  of  Nick's 
novel.  They  That  Take  the  5*'ord,  tiiis  . eek,  and  a_l  of  theu.  good,  '-e 
feel  very  ha^pj  uDoat  it.  It  had  the  eecond  pa,to  in  the  Tiuios,  oar 
friei-d,  John  B dtolesa,  hud  the  firnt  pugo,  u».d  Keith's  took  on  color 
photogr_,'*h/  which  is  throe  weoks  oiore  tiutn  a.  year  old  led  the 
colloction  of  photographic  reviews.  So  «e  felt  th  t the  Honno^o  ^.d 
their  Kung  wore  well  roiirosentodi 

Herbert  crdled  froai  towT.  the  other  aveniog  to  Owy  Hello. 
It  Wj.  gool  i-o  h<jijT  his  voice.  Ha  hud  coiua  in  to  oae  the  Jornoil  pl-^  • 

It  is  hi-rd  to  think  of  anything  but  the  war  in  Laropo 
these  days,  but  we  ore  trying  to  hold  our solves  to  our  little  orbitc 
and  koep  sine.  V’e  went  to  th.  Fair  on  3:  turd  ay  and  saw  the  poiiAu,  the 
.Doot  engegijii'  Miiiual  alive,  and  'iguln  tlie  Old  Nastors.  I suili  Lope 
to  see  thOLS  with  jou  sm-l  I asi  wonlering  if  the^  oh:*ll  not  DO  in  this 
country  for  a long  ti.iu  for  th  ^Lr  Oi.n  saiety.  It  is  u grua.d  .iho«. 

I aa  gl'iJ  you  fire  getting  better  bat  I look  forward  to 
a no'.e  snying  it  is  no  longer  necessnr,  to  taka  tubljta  for  vhe  pain. 

I thought  Keith's  utt  ok  was  bud  but  yours  vrae  ..pparenily  auch,  .Mch 
wor  oe . 

liy  love,  us  uiwUj  0, 


Swptetibt),  11,  1S39 


ObKiT  Irs.  Ful9nv.idar; 


I aiE  sanling  i'ou  a.  latter  froi-  ^rs.  LoUixi^  oT 
"oablaiiiy  Dor  m co:;t  i.-iinj  fai-thar  in.’oruuticr.  on  tto  aosi^;rij<o.  t 
of  publishin-  ri^itn  .aii  cop.  rlrdit  to  ’"'o  B-rcbvod.”  .’ha  biunhs 
“/).ich  I ciii  Inciosi-n^  :xo  blmkc  #iiich  ahu  oont  tv  to  tonl  ^ou  ilor 
your  convoniduce.  The  duplicutoB  are  for  ^ our  rscords,  tua  oriKinuis 
for  Helen.  It  ia  aotonial.ins  to  me  ho*  complicb.twd  ao  npp<u*ontiy 
sJLnplti  ix  s.tttor  can  be. 

I f>re.e'aaio  ^ ou  ttnoft  th-t  Poilj  hue  baei.  varj  ill 
indaaJ  ,ith  aliingles  in  the  !.'ol.  Cross  ?’oopitc.l  in  Cfal,;_ry.  hho  i. 
ublo  to  .^Tite  a little  ;md  bar  notes  in.ticutc  that  see  ia  better  but 
ia  still  h.-Vin{^  to  ouxe  tchlots  to  ^uiot  the  p^in  a put  her  to  sloop* 
It  has  diotrossod  us  grootly. 


r.inoaroi/  yours. 


Jrs.  Lealia  Fuls.nikii  jr 
1310  -f.lt  raont  F.o*Td 
B irsuingi)  oia,  A1  ab  cu;a 


Sept«;nber  Z5,  1939 


D«ar  Robbia, 

1 write  In  coinplate  despair  because  1 think  this 
oorraspoudeuoe  is  never  going  to  end.  It  is  not  that  I •sind 
writing  to  you  (far  froai  it),  out  I do  get  tired  of  the  scune 
subject  and  I can  iaagine  your,  "Ob,  my  Lord,  here  ik  is 
again!"  .hen  you  read  this  and  the  inclosed  letter. 

I strongly  suspect  nok  that  Leslie  never  copjrigtited 
the  book  and  I think  the  next  stop  is  the  one  I prooably  should 
have  suggested  in  the  first  place,  namely  to  write  to  W'astiington 
and  fii.d  out.  The  only  reason  I am  bothering  you  with  this  part 
of  it  is  that  I am  not  sure  tnat  they  would  tell  me — a complete 
outsider — while  they  would  no  doubt  tell  someone  like  ;^iss  Powers, 
^at  do  you  thii.k? 


Miss  Keller  wants  control  of  the  material  because 
she  would  like  to  use  some  of  it  again.  I'll  be  glad  to  write 
to  Washington  if  you  think  I should.  And  whan  you  are  through 
with  it  I wonder  if  you  would  ioind  returning  the  inclosed  letter 
to  mo.  I wont  to  seni  it  to  Uiss  Roller. 

The  Conants  ad  Elizabeth  Lawrence  and  I spent  yes- 
terday at  Idle  Hour  with  Jo  and  Bob  Le  Sueur.  3very thing  flourishing 
on  that  front.  They  expect  to  be  in  Lew  York  this  winter,  which 
will  be  fun  for  all  of  us. 


I am  yours 


September  27,  1939 


Dearaat  Poll>, 


I am  liOt  pleased  with  your  report  on  the  clinic 
examinations,  but  it  la  a help  to  kno*  that  you  are  in  good  hands 
no»«  I hate  to  think  of  the  fall,  'i'ith  1 of  you  worn  out  and  half 
aick  it  won't  be  restful  anywhere  unless  you  can  toxe  yourselves 
firmly  in  hand  and  make  it  so*  And  ti.e  months  ahead  are  not  goi/ig 
to  bo  easy  for  any  of  us  with  that  nightmare  in  Europe  to  give  us 
bad  dreaias  oui  hoary  hearts. 

It  looks  to  me  as  if  Dr.  Schwarz  is  undoubtedly  unti- 
Mazi.  Sood  for  him!  I think  the  anti-Vazi  Gormans  in  this  country 
will  keep  Americans  from  persecuting  all  Germans  as  tney  did  in  the 
last  var,  1 aopu  so. 

We  shhll  probed)ly  go  to  Snowville  some  time  next  week 
ai.d  I hope  can  sta^  thoro  until  the  middle  of  October  or  a bit  later. 
The  hay  fever  has  not  been  as  bad  ns  usual  for  Keith  this  year,  but 
he  has  picked  up  a little  cold  and  is  badly  in  need  of  the  kind  of 
rest  ho  gets  on  Foss  it.  One  of  his  office  assistants  is  honeymooniijg 
there  now,  out  the  house  will  be  vacant  at  tho  end  of  the  .vsek. 

I have  been  doing  the  art  galleries  and  iute.-d  to  keep 
on.  There  are  so  many  wonderful  tilings  to  see  in  New  York  it  seems 
stupid  not  to  take  advantage  of  it,  sind,  as  I said  to  Keith  now  is 
a time  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  great  things  that  men  and  women  hu.ve 
done  to  rauind  us  of  what  tho  human  race  is  capable  of  at  its  highest 
points.  God  knows  we  are  sufficiei  tly  surrounded  by  the  rest  of  it. 

I hope  you  will  Join  me  on  some  of  my  pilgrimages,  'age'll  begin  with 
the  Old  masters  if  ^ ou  ora  well  enough. 

iy  love,  as  always,  to  you  aikl  Helen — and  do,  do 
tako  care  of  yourselves. 


October  1,  1939 


Dear  ^rs.  ii'uleiividar: 


I huve  beei^  *uitizig  to  answer  >ours  ai.d 
Simpson *8  lattars  until  after  I hjd  houi'd  from  Doubleday  Doran  who, 
ue  Helen’s  publiafiers,  are  naturullj  interested  in  the  question  of 
copyright.  I sent  b»r.  Simpson’s  lotter  to  them  without  taking  down  his 
address  a d so  I am  writing  only  to  you.  The  people  at  Doubleday’s 
are  trying  to  find  out  if  the  book  was  ever  copyrighted  (I  am  inclined 
to  douot  it).  It  will  prooably  not  be  possible  to  do  this,  but  they 
feel  that  a :juitoluim  from  you  prepared  by  dr.  Simpson  "would  be  the 
DJSt  possible  thing  for  Jiss  Keller  to  have  in  her  possession."  If 
you  «ill  have  him  prepare  it  and  sand  it  to  Helen  I know  she  and  roily 
-ill  deeply  approciate  it . 

They  are  in  Chicago  now  but  ore  due  oook  in 
westport  around  October  12.  I am  afraid  that  neith-r  of  thum  is  in 
very  good  health  (nor  for  that  matter  is  Herbert),  and  I only  hope 
they  can  arrai.ge  to  have  a winter  of  rest  to  get  tno.uselves  into  shape 


..ith  beat  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 


\ 


October  1,  1939 


Dearest  Pollj, 


I think  uiost  of  Helen's  letter  fine,  but  I think  it  is  too  long.  She 

is  udstaien  about  General  Motors  having  the  House  of  ilagic;  that  is  General  electric. 

There  is  no  connection  whatever  between  the  two  organizations.  I think  her  pnra- 

grajdi  on  page  two  beginning  "As  Polly  and  I sped  on  the  'Sound  Chair'  verj  good 

except  that  I think  it  rather  unfortunate  to  connect  it  with  the  General  motors 
panorama  (diorama,  I oelieve  they  call  it),  but  if  she  got  that  from  it,  it's  all 
right.  The  thii-.g  filled  me  with  horror  with  its  picture  of  a world  speeding  along 
on  super-highways  stopping  to  look  at  nothing  while  the  trees  (fruit  trees  at  least) 
were  under  cover.  In  the  House  of  iagic  show,  which  I haven't  seen,  I understand 

that  it  is  not,  as  Helen  sa>s,  an  artificial  thunderstorm  but  simply  an  artificial 

bolt  of  lightning.  I thrnk  her  reaction  to  the  lightning  very  well  described  and 

I think  the  vxsion  o.  the  city  of  the  future  in  the  preceding  paragraph  verj  good, 

but  I wouldn't  tie  it  lown  to  the  General  iJotors  exh  bit.  There  is  so  iuuch  at  the 
Pair  that  might  give  her  the  saus  feeling — the  manufacturing  exhibits,  the  state 
exhibits,  etc.  I don't  think  the  paragraph  on  the  illuminations  at  the  Fair  addxs 
much  and  in  the  interest  of  brevity  I would  omit  it  unless  Helen  particularly  wants 
it  in. 


I haven't  been  bothering  you  with  the  oorresponda.ee  aoout  "«e 
Berjaved"  because  there  has  been  so  much  of  it  oi.d  because  I have  been  hoping  *e 
could  come  to  a conclusion.  I strongly  suspect  now  that  it  was  nevor  copyrigntad, 
but  Doubleiay's  is  trj ing  to  find  out.  I don't  think  even  Leslie  would  trj  to 
copyright  it  in  the  nams  of  a non-existent  corporation.  Uoubleday's  thinks  it  a 
good  idea  for  Helen  to  have  a 4uit-claim  deed  from  ^rs.  Fulenwider  and  I at  writing 
her  to  that  effect  today.  I'll  let  you  know  when  we  reach  the  arui  point. 

If  there  is  a chai.ee  of  Helen  going  to  the  Fair  again  after  she 
returns  it  might  be  a good  plan  for  her  to  postpone  the  lott  .r  to  Dr.  Finley  until 
then.  Two  exhibits  from  which  I think  she  might  get  a lot  sure  Gardens  on  Parade 
and  the  Contemporary  Arts  where  there  aie  many  fine  pieces  of  sculpture.  But  the 
latter  is  perfectly  all  right  a d if  you  sand  it  you  will  have  it  off  your  minds 
and  that  counts  for  a lot.  And  the  Fair  is  tiring.  Ho  mutter  ho*  you  take  it  it 
is  tiring. 


V.e  are  not  getting  off  to  Kew  Hampshire  as  soon  as  we  hoped,  maybe 
late  this  week,  maybe  early  next  .eek,  but  soon  at  any  rate. 


meantime,  as  always,  our  love 


Octob«»r  5,  1939 


DeiiT  -irs.  Fuldnwiler: 

oinco  I laot  wrota  you  I hi-vo  jiscovured  th  t 
"X9  Buroaved"  w-s  in  i'^ot  copyrighted.  The  dotidls  unwurthed  by 
DoubleJay's  iiiveetigutor  are  as  follo»8j  heelio  iVlanifider  suoudttjd 
a oop.righu  applicu*-ion  for  llalon  Keller's  ''Bie  Bereaved"  *hioh  «.as 
received  in  Vushington  on  Oct.  15,  1929.  He  did  not  forn-ard  copies  of 
the  booic  until  later  but  record  inuicatos  that  they  were  received 
on  Jan.  2,  1930,  cop^ri^ht  then  ullo.ed  under  the  registered  nuuiber 
y_26374,  entered  uni-  r Loalia  t'uloneider,  Inc.  Our  inioruu*nt  sa^s 
that  if  you  are  your  husband's  heir  you  need  only  sign  a statement 
that  this  is  the  case  aj.d  th.-.t  you  v.ish  to  aseign  the  copyright  to 
yiss  Keller  6*id  give  notice  of  it,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  a will 
and  the  general  ai.tangloment  of  affairs,  I tnink  the  beet  course 
is  for  you  to  follow  ir.  Simpson's  advice. 

In  addition  to  the  luitclaiiu  which  wo  h-ve 
already  diocussed  some  kind  of  p.^por  should  be  lilod  in  ICc^jhin^ton 
in  thd  copyright  office  within  throe  months  of  signature,  legally 
transferring  the  copyright  to  miss  Keller.  This  paper  should  give 
the  dates  and  the  registration  number  as  above.  It  oma  be  sent  to 
■^-ahingtOi-  either  by  you  or  by  your  lawyer. 

It  is  too  bad  thiat  it  has  turned  out  to  be 
so  complicated  but  there  seems  no  help  for  it.  I know  you  will  os 
as  glad  as  I will  when  it  is  finally  osttled. 


Sincerely  yours. 


drs.  FUlonwider 


October  9,  1939 


DettTust  l^lli , 


V.9  are  at  last  gsttir.g  off  to  Sno-vllle,  luaviog  bore 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  and  hoping  to  stay  until  aroua:  the  2dth. 
LlOEO'.tlUiO  I hope  you  and  Halen  will  arrive  at  Ixom  Ridge  and  can 
settle  down  for  a little  *toile  for  a reunion  with  Herbert  and  a 
happy  little  period  of  rest  in  your  oou  hooie. 

Did  I write  jou  th-^t  Doubloday's  discovered  th-t  ''V.e 
Bereaved”  was  actu-^Uy  copyrighted,  lira.  Robins  soi.t  as  a paragraph 
or  two  of  inforaation  a'oout  aaking  the  transfer  ai;d  I so  t it  on 
to  jirs.  Fulenwider.  A letter  to  Helen  Tro-i  Doubleduy's  couio  to  ae 
this  aorr-ing  and  I tLO  forwardij.g  it  to  Westport. 

A friorui  of  aino  wuitiiig  in  her  dentist's  office  not 
long  ugo  picked  up  Cholly  iOiickeroocker's  ciluan  in  whicii  he  said 
there  were  ruiuors  that  the  ''socially  ambitious  -irs.  Conrad  Borens" 
was  about  to  get  a divorce  and  that  she  hui  interesting  remarriage 
plar.s.  A very  nasty  crock  at  Andrea,  I coll  it,  that  "socially 
aabitious"  ptn-t,  uut  certainly  true. 

rthat  do  you  hoar  fro.j  Scotloi.d?  I suppose  David  is  in 
the  service.  And  wh^t  does  Helen  think  of  Russia  now?  Toll  her  I 
weu.t  to  hear  her  views^on  the  whole  complicated,  miserable  situation. 

ith  every  hope  that  I shall  see  you  before  the  month 
is  out,  I am,  as  always. 


Yours  With  love 


!.'ove.ubar  14,  1939 


Duardot  Polly, 


■.’Oi  thct  I aui  haro  it  saeas  tti-t  tboro  ara  at  iaust 
10,030  thiflga  .e  didn't  apuak  of  >estsrday.  First  "rika  oa^  Brooko. 
Sfaj  oallad  aa  up  last  gear  froui  St.  atJ-j's  School  *hara  cho  iias 
teaching  art  and  said  ( as  I re-siubar  it)  th -t  oho  was  a friarid  of 
Kalen's.  Sho  invited  me  to  tea.  I didn't  go  but  later  invited  her 
here.  Be  that  thus  stie  htd  influenza  and  was  off  so— awfajre  recupora- 
tiiig.  I was  in  hopes  that  this  had  removed  her  from  mj  orbit  but  she 
called  up  about  two  weeks  ago  from  Now  York  to  a)  invite  me  to  a 
.nusical  program  (I  didn't  go);  b)  to  ask  if  Helen  had  got  a book  of 
hers  which  she  sent  to  her  earlier  in  the  summery  aijd  c)  to  find  Os^t 
if  th-re  was  a possibility  of  her  getting  a part-time  job  assisting 
Helen.  The  only  thing  I can't  answer  is  the  iuestion  about  tho  book 
(I  don't  know  the  title)  ad  maybe  you  can’t  either.  Is  sho  anyone 
in  whom  ..  ou  have  any  interest? 

I am  sending  you  a few  snapshots,  i'heg  are  no!,  very 
good  --^.rints  that  I discarded  when  I was  pasting  up  m>  book  but  I 
think  gou  will  be  interested  in  the  subjects. 

It  is  wonderful  to  think  of  all  of  you  in  your  lovely 
home  «hich  see-us  to  mo  to  come  as  nw  ar  filling  your  ideal  as  it  is 
possible  for  a house  to  do.  If  good  hoeilth  for  ail  of  gOu  can  be 
added  to  your  other  bloasings  I don't  think  there  is  much  to  be 
asked  for.  But  I do  ask  that. 

rums  out  ti.at  svery  evening  this  wesK  is  occupied 
(giddg  widow  I am  when  Keith  is  not  here),  but  jBg  time  is  a little 
freer  after  Sunday,  ^e  didn't  make  an  appointment  for  the  art 
galleries.  ?hore  are  many  that  we  could  pick  up  on  the  spur  of  the 
mom«t,  bat  if  gOU  would  like  to  name  a date  for  the  Boche  pictures 
I'll  tTj  to  got  tickets. 


Jj  love  to  all  of  you 


•Vovembar  21,  1939 


Dearest  i-Olly, 


It  was  good  to  hear  fro;xi  jou  but  I don't  like  some  of  /our 
news,  especiall/  th-t  about  Herbert.  I shall  be  .uixious  to  hear  from  him, 
and  if  there  is  any  way  I can  be  useful  to  him  in  town  let  me  know  or  have 
him  lot  me  know.  I am  sorry  about  Lillian.  She  will  be  h^d  to  replace. 

As  for  ”We  Bereaved,"  I'd  simplj  tell  the  mcji  that  it  is  out 
of  ]37int,  that  the  publisher  has  died,  and  thrt  you  are  hoping  there  will 
be  a n“w  edition  before  long.  Send  him  some  of  ths  copies  jOu  have  (not  all 
of  them,  Slid  aJte  him  pay  for  whrt  he  gets).  I'd  try  to  keep  a little  re- 
serve on  hand  in  case  of  emergency. 

7.1th  things  as  unsettled  as  they  are,  suppose  we  do  the  i'rick 
Juseum  first.  It  is  open  every  day  except  londay  and  *e  can  go  there  ..hen 
the  spirit  moves  us,  while  we  are  tied  down  to  a definite  aiternoon  on  the 
Bache  collection.  Almost  any  day  you  mention  will  suit  me. 

I was  relieved  to  know  that  Srika  lay  Brooks  has  no  claim. 
Now  I shall  not  kjD  have  to  have  a feeling  of  responsibility  towards  her. 

I shall  aee  you  soon,  .'eantime,  our  great  love  to  all  of 


ee«i  .IS  -latfMvtf! 


1 


«xii<^ 


liio^  Xfi  M.M  Aiil  Vaob  X iyd  uot  itmA  o4  bcej  «a« 

,»i«i  Asnl  iu«d  atfoXua  Xl«da  I t^d3  ^mma 

•*Ai  la  «*ai  M aX  >Xif  XxAmw  »d  aaa  X v>v  \a^  ai  anadi  11  boa 

.aaai^ai  ai  Imd  ad  XXla  aJ8  .aallXU  luoda  ma  I .vooi  aa  laX  add 

Itio  •!  Xl  XMa  adl  XXa4  iXq^Ja  b'l  IbaTnaiaS  ‘sol  aA 
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. laoaanaoa  lo  a&»»  al  haad  ao  avnaa 


iol-ii  ad/  ob  aa  aaoqqua  .ana  **  baXllaaiui  aa  a^^oidi  dill 

arndm  anadl  og  oao  aa  boa  Aqaaxa  x*b  xnaaa  oaqe  aX  AX  *4aill  auMMUb 

adl  oa  ooaenaila  a/lollab  « ol  drob  ball  ana  a«  aXlda  »aii  aavoa  Alnlqa  add 
• aa  ilm  LLtm  aoliavm  box  vab  XP>*  laoalA  .aollaoXioa  adaaH 


.alaXo  oa  tad  aioonS  xaU  .ailnZ  l~dA  aaiui  oA  bavaXXan  aa>v  1 
.nad  ab-iaaoA  (.AiXldlaaoqaan  lo  a^Xiaal  m aaud  oA  amd  ad  loo  Xiada  I aoK 


le  XXa  aA  avoX  laanx  nuo  «»aiAaa*b'  .oooa  a*x  aaa  XXaifci  I 


Docejiber  13,  1939 


Deeirest  Polly, 

troabl,  „bobt  ,.ti„g  1.  Ju,t  . I'h  ; S S'L**  ““ 

ugain  o.«a„„  I f,el  th.t  It  1,  be,t  for  hL.  to  b.  aloo.o  ootu  h"  U «ro^oJ" 

OooblaJ.0^..  If  UjTb  1=  bn,  ,4  “u  S “° 

arobt  th.  dootnod  Is  In  thst  dirsotl".  Intsrs.ttog  to  .so  ho. 

^ iill  out  the  blank  for  the  BiorruDhical  Ere  elnnaMo  7>t 

certuinly  no  bar.  in  being  included.  The  other 

ecially  the  one  froiu  your  boother  about  the  portraits.  I eu  ^tuminS 

except  the  blank  and  islrs.  Fulenwider's  (which  I am  putting  with  the  other  cor  ^ 


XU  - u x.'^  enormous  package  arrived  this  morning  to  tantiiize  us  until 

the  evenxag  before  wo  Is-.ve  for  Ohio.  us  until 

n.t.  pion.  sb.j!"tMrL‘p‘.ioJ“b«is 


ay  love  to  all  of  you. 


9£CX  |tX 


tlXXcFt  Malaga 


OG.  »x»<txx  M %M  1 <a«b  4w04a  \nnM  M u I 

ft.u  X*'uUJ*^  I OAil*  b»vaXX»7  iui  ,t-i*diaU  ililw  iMjlIti  X iMd»  jiaXnoa  biA3 
mitt  aofl  »X  £>*«<i  i'aa'vad  1 xu-ioqui  a soX^aa  iuo<{0  eXdi;oii 

ai  »A  llJav  •^uht  *4  ci  mid  io1  1**4  aX  XX  iadX  Xa*l  I Muaaad  oXaga 

f4  ol  tarns.  1 d9ld»  imbiMa»Xiti  .ail'  laXJaX  a bad  Z v*^  tvdJo  adT 

at  Xllf  Jt-ti  »*»>£  mm  t iQlMOmtt  mtiJ  yiXiaa  lo  xaa  al  aiadX  U .•'  ^aXaldiRMI 
'lal  xaq  mil  oit/m  ,«a  to  uasob  a \m  ,aaiqoa  aal  a xXao  qftlaM  .tit  boaa  LXiioa  X .XX 
avil  uM  M ^iistnmibl  ad  ilia  XX  .uox  ootl  aadx  tatto  atos  aXaa«  ad  IX  hut  taadX 


ti  ••tmmZ  .aJU>»qaXa  ^aafl  laoXdi^'isoXS  adX  tOX  doald  adX  Xvo  Xlil  XXia  I 

-a«a  (jcl Xa» 'taXbi  Xla  aaaa  ataxXaX  tadXo  adT  .babulaaX  soXad  oX  atad  oo  xioXaitao 
miit  la  ila  jaXiitkCat  mm  X .aXXatXtoq  adX  Xwoda  tadXo«d  tuox  mtrH  aao  adX  xXiaXaa 
. >toa  tailJo  adX  diia  ^ctXXXuq  as 'I  dsida)  a'tabXvuald^  .atM  lam  iuaXd  adX  Xqfaou 


cX  xti  oX  tjax  lie  aoXX  baif  Jt  8*#1  .aXafe  \abatialT  adX  XModn  ^ttaS 
ddt.ox  ol  aa  XX* X ••vabXled  adX  taila  daul  teXXad  t«ft  aqod  II* aV  .taada  aatlq  adaa 
taoXa  aac  ex  aide  ad  XX'uex  aaaJaXtdD  td  t^di  aqod  eX  I .^ola  Xd;|Xt  wot  dilm 

•aooXXaatXX  XXa  aX  Xaada  tadXaaa 


.ooXXaatXb  XadX  xiX  aX  tgiwab  adX  Xaat) 


,i»x  lo  XXa  oX  avoX  xt< 


/ 


Ulca^ 

So  SjVVc/  H dOiJu^- 

LuC-U  '^'TliuA/5  Q(.Cw  • 
tdUL  9-  ^ 

Qlu^l'5('  Cifj  .'Ey— 

ida 

tft  ‘h  U^  cr 

n L)lS^  ")/  lic^oo  uttu 

rtu  'ca-  a^ijv  A ^ 

^ '^nct  cto  ^ 


LUi/'u-  b"  U>' ^ j 

'tjL.  /:)oCeo'c^u.' 
ujlw^' 'avc^au  . 
t^r  e/'N^(f^a— (X- c/'^ 


TS  (iL.e-^i/va  olo/ 


Dao saber  14,  1939 


I 


Dearest  Dolly,  1 

I hasten  to  send  you  the  inclosed  letter  which  i.8 
apparently  Doubleday's  last  word  on  the  subject.  Appai'ei.tly,  a,tter 
thrashing  it  out  in  all  directions  the  chances  of  trouble  are  iw  great 
that  thsj  *ould  be  unwilling  to  touch  it  under  any  circu»u3t  .*i*ce\s  uni 
I judge  that  they  feel  you,  too,  are  in  danger  of  unpleasantness'  from 
it.  Of  course  no  decent  parson  would  uiake  a fuss  about  it,  but  know 
so  little  of  Leslie's  caapanions.  The  people  to  whom  Lrs.  Robins  (she 
is  hr.  Doubleiay's  secretary)  refers  are  Larry  IcL'aughton  who  has  been 
with  the  firai  f<x"  juarter  of  a century  and  has  had  wid  St 

«ide  exporlence  in  all  kinds  of  legal  tangles,  aj*d  Llss  -ae  Powers 
has  handled  the  copyrighting  of  books  since  before  I knew  anything  about 
Doubieday's.  So  you  see  that  this  is  seasoned  advice.  It  seeu.8  •,  to 
me  significant  that  hrs.  Fulenwider's  lawjer  finally  ducked  out  of  1 t. 
Keep  awfully  «lose  truck  of  any  sales  of  the  book  you  isake.  Just  in 
case.  Just  in  case.  You  never  can  tall  what  old  irs.  Fulenwider  luight 
do,  and,  on  the  whole,  I think  the  wisest  course  is  to  forget  "..'e 
Bereaved.  I am  terribly  sorry.  Terribly  sorry. 

I am  hurrying  to  get  this  off. 


Lots  of  love 


December  22,  1939 


Daurast  GlrlSt 

I ua  leaving  the  house  in  a few  minutes  to  join  Keith  at 
the  Grtind  Cenbrul  but  before  I go  I uaist  thajik  you  for  the  -oniorful  globe. 
I don't  know  *h-l  it  could  have  been  except  olairvoyance  on  your  part — 

I feel  aura  that  I have  never  mentioned  our  long-at  Jiding  desire  to  own 
one.  Keith  oill  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I — it  ia  not  often  you  find  aomethixig 
80  beautifully  decorative  arid  useful  too.  Wo  send  you  more  thunks  than 
a mere  letter  can  hold.  (As  >ou  can  see  we  opened  our  preoents  last  iii^hti 
since  it  was  our  lust  night  at  home  before  Christuus). 

Jake  hue  gone  to  Dublin  for  the  holidays  and  will  be  there 
with  Ann  and  tiio  two  girls  (the  nieces  mother  brought  up),  hobert  will 
bo  with  bis  children,  and  Keith  and  I will  be  with  hie  family.  It  will  be 
kind  of  a scattered  reunion  all  around. 

'Vhon  I see  you  remind  me  to  tell  of  a very  shabby  episode 
in  Leslie's  life  In  connection  with  L'illa  Cram  Cook.  Poor  boy  at^d  poor 
victims,  wh-rt  a lot  of  them  ho  loft  along  his  tr;rll. 

I hope  all  the  Illnesses  und  troubles  of  1939  will  go 
out  the  window  with  the  old  ^ear  and  that  1940  will  turn  out  to  be  such 
stuff  as  dreams  are  made  of . 


Our  love  to  all  of  you. 


H-UL.  b- 

bojiTu.  L^-e^oks 

I'o  “iti 

?cAc.at  cu.ci  /tu  - 

ri.Lub«lCAv  '^' 

iu.c.y 

' s Sju  IScv^Z'  cu,a'  c^o  Ua 

jU!tt'Luf.T1?autyA-,  (y.t;! 

.iiiecci  c "> 

uc.[Ve  CO.A.' 

uo&f  &C-2-6 ■-(; 

tl-lro  CO  'r-^^ 

b/vCui^iC<  rbc  UM-'>_^i,‘A  <j 
'J:cc(  ki  ^ e<-(t;x”sxi_ 


(JU.,  jt 

6'\cuLL(l-  uUz  SJ\, 

tijuau.  tc.dfi-1^  f'o 


Ill  Fifth  Streot 
Gartlen  City,  New  York 
January  12,  1940 


Heireot  *^olly. 


I thou<^ht  Helen's  letter  splendid 
and  mailed  It  at  once.  I don't  see  how  she  could 
wor«'  GlT'ultaneously  for  both  ortsanlzatlone.  I also 
mailed  the  blo^r  hloal  record  and  will  attend  to 
thin  new  one. 


It  l6  fcrand  that  hcrbert  Is  feellnc 
hotter;  It  rriakee  us  all  feel  bettor. 

I’d  love  to  "leot  you  and  helon  on 
e^lneeday  Jxn.  17  at  the  Cafe  d©  la  Vllle  at  12:30. 
fhero  >111  be  lots  to  tn.lk  about,  Includlnc  plane 
for  "iho  •'an  <*ho  Come  to  Dinner."  r.orrv  xmolla's 
father  Is  111. 

' *0  you  say,  all  news  when  we  meet. 

Ill  then,  my  love  to  all  of  you, 


Ill  Fifth  OtroGt,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
January  18,  1940 


Dear  ’re.  Ruedy; 

Your  letter  was  sor.ewhat  delayed  in  reachln,^  me 
but  I ho'-e  -ny  answer  v-lll  not  be  too  late  for  your  prooraml" 

1.  Ghortly  after  Mrs.  t':acy's  death  :'1be  Keli^vr  and 
'^'ls8  rhonson  sailed  for  Scotland,  A friend  there  cui>t,ested^t?f!it“ 
it  mi  ht  help  to  assuage  her  ^rlef  to  write  down  her  feelings  day 
by  day.  This  is  how  the  Journal  began.  You  are  quite  right  that  it 
was  a much  less  onerous  tas>  than  ~'id  ^}ore:;~  which  required  so  much 
or  anl  -tlon.  ''oreover,  there  is  to  be  another  book,  "an  apnreclatlon 
of  her  teacher,  u-on  v/hlch  she  is  workia_  now.  It  will  probably  oe 
several  years  before  it  is  finished.  She  wants  it  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  book  she  has  ever  written  and  I am  sure  it  vlll  be.  The 
statement  at  the  e:id  of  id  it  re  am  was  the  exoresslon  of  a strong 
momentary  feeling. 

2.  'IsD  leller  and  "'Ise  Thomson  left  the  United 
States  for  Ja-an  on  A^i-ll  1,  1937,  and  left  there  on  nugust  10 

of  the  same  year.  They  visited  thirty-nine  cities  in  Janan,  "orea, 
and  'anchukuo,  made  ninety  formal  s’-eeches  and  gave  a nimber  of 
Informal  t^lks.  -^hey  v.ere  received  by  Ihelr  Imperial  ‘aJeEtlGs  and 
entertained  by  government  officials,  rinces,  and  private  citizens. 
Everywhere  they  plead  the  cause  of  the  blind  and  deaf.  or 

Grew  called  Miss  Keller  a second  Admiral  Perry  and  said  no  other 
American  citizen  had  ever  created  so  great  an  atmosphere  of  frlond- 
shl-  in  Japan.  Larj^e  sums  of  m.oney  were  raised  for  the  blind  and 
the  deaf,  but  the  trln  was  cut  short  by  the  seriousness  of  the 
trouble  with  China. 

3.  I am  sending  you  a recent  hotogra  h of  ‘'Iss 
Keller  made  at  her  homo  in  teetport,  Connecticut,  .1th  her  favorite 
dog,  a hotland  collie  named  ..endy. 


'•'y  husband,  who  is  editor  of  Pl-ictronles  was  very 
much  interested  in  your  letter  and  asks  to  be  remeeberod  to  'r. 
aue ly . 


’ery  sincerely  yours. 


y 


r,-.  Richard  Kuedy 
3‘1  Cloverdalo  Ftood 
Ottawa,  C:j.nada 


arch  6,  I9A0 


Dearest  ^olly, 

I hardly  know  what  to  say  about  this  athflnders 
business.  It  sounds  to  like  a co-nnnercial  outfit  dressed  up 
in  sanctimonious  words  and  I am  sorry  to  see  Helen's  name  and 
Picture  on  the  front  of  a leaflet  which  on  the  inside  asks  you 
to  "send  one  dollar  to  help  pay  prlntlns  and  postage"  for  a co  y 
of  their  rroKram.  ut  perhaps  you  know  more  about  what  the  thing 
actually  moans  than  I do  and  it  may  be  all  rl^t.  Rather  than 
sending  Helen  out  to  the  inquirers  {making  it  seem  thit  she  is  an 
es:ential  part  of  the  program)  I should  think  it  would  be  better 
to  send  out  somethlns  -noro  specific.  After  all,  her  training  and 
education  were  finished  long  before  the  athflnders  came  along. 

Talk  with  Helen  about  it  and  see  if  she  does  not  want  to  ask 
them  to  stop  it.  She  is  not  a pupil,  and  for  the  English  department 
to  send  out  so  illiterate  a sketch  as  the  one  here  seems  to  me  to 

indicate  that  there  is  something  wron^,  somewhere.  I am  returning 
it  to  you. 

I am  scratching  my  way  up  through  the  vaudeville 
'8.  and  slowly  getting  back  to  normal  after  that  accursod  flu.  Let's 
rave  out  date  for  the  week  after  this  coming  one— that  is,  for  the 
week  of  'arch  17.  Jvny  day  you  say  will  be  fine  for  me. 

'y  love  to  all  of  you. 


'arch  16,  19^0 


iieareot  oily. 

Ever  BO  :'any  than'''o  for  the  Art  Youiit^  book.  I a-a 
looklni^  forward  to  readin  it.  I'll  ^et  the  ^ontroee  off  soTie 
tl'^e  this  week-end.  I've  teen  rather  rushed,  but  yesterday  turned 
the  vaudeville  ’'s.  over  to  .vhittlocoy  house  arxi  now  feel  some- 
what freer. 


As  for  the  raeetinji  in  rovidence,  1 think  i;elen 
should  follow  her  own  inclin  .tion.  It  does  soem  to  be  rather  an 
important  meeting,  and  I know  it  would  nean  a lot  to  them  to  have 
her  there,  but  she  has  a thousand  s^od  reasons  for  not  e,oin£,  if 
she  doesn't  want  to.  I've  been  looking  into  the  uivil  i-.iberties 
ureau  business,  and  I don't  see  that  there  is  anything  ..elen  can 
do  but  resign.  Its  recent  actions  "^ake  it  a travesty  of  whit  it 
was  meant  to  be.  ihere  ought  to  be  a good  item  of  rublicity  in  it 
If  it  is  handled  right.  You  might  talk  with  'iss  'or„an. 

t,o  glad  the  house  is  in  running  order  a<^aln.  Too  bad 
a.  out  '"en.  The  difference  in  climate  and  surroundings  uot  be  too 
remt  for  those  do  s. 

I'll  ex'iect  to  hear  from  you  about  our  meeting  place 
on  the  30th.  Hemember,  it's  my  lunch.  But  you  name  the  lace. 

Lots  of  love. 


April  7,  1940 


Dearest  oily, 

rhartc  you  for  lettln;j  me  see  the  Captain's  letter.  It 
Is  very  Interesoln^j,  ut  there  are  parts  of  It  with  which  I do  not 
a,ree.  And  It  la  after  all  more  opinion  than  fact.  I am  returning  It 
because  I think  you  v/111  want  to  keep  it.  I am  also  retumlna  Helen's 
t^ood  letter  to  r.  Doublcday.  \lso  the  one  from  'r.  ac-^elsh  "xeeiipnt 
Idea  of  his,  I thinJ':,  to  t;lve  Helen's  thoughts  on  cultural  relations 
with  other  countries  wider  circulation. 

^ ®Hrrrisod  to  kno;-.'  that  the  Famous  Features  syndicate 
la  still  in  operation.  I wonder  v;hat  they  have  done  about  the  copyright 
for,  of  course,  it  does  not  belong  to  them  unless  a transference  was 
made  and  they  are  subject  to  the  same  dangers  from  suits  from  Leslie's 
estate  that  anyone  else  v/ould  be  handling  material  copyri  hied  In  his 
name.  I^^fancy  the  Atlantic  'onthly  holds  the  co/ yrlght  on  "Three  Days 
to  See.  ]fou  might  ask  him  about  It.  If  Famous  Features  controls  the 
co-y right,  let  them  handle  the  material.  Otherwise  I should  as-'  then 
to^turn  copyright  reoucsts  over  to  :;oub|eday  Doran.  Ask  them  at  the 
sa-e  time  If  they  control  the  copyright  to  ",.e  Lorcwved."  Don't  say 
you  want  It  yourself,  but  tell  them  that  the  question  has  come  U'  . If 
-eslle  B mother  had  made  the  transfer  to  Helen,  this  syndicate,  I am 
I-retty  sure,  would  have  raised  a howl,  and  there  would  have  been  ao  wav 
In  v.'hlch  Helen  could  have  teen  , rotocted. 

. " laze  of  oon,"  I see  no  reason  \/hy  Helen  should 

bjther  with  It.  It  is  well  written,  a fact  which  conceals  its  essential 
trlvl'.illty.  It  is  really  more  of  a study  in  the  aesthetics  of  eroticism 
tj^an  a study  of  olindness.  This  lies  outside  .Helen's  field,  and  the 
fact  that  Amity  and  Ids  rophy  are  obviously  drawn  from  her  and  Teacher 
y,v'lthout  a clear  ’Jndcr standing  of  the  oss^^nce  of  the  rolatlonshln)  seems 
to  me  to  make  silence  the  only  dignified  course.  'Iss  '^o-- on  shows  In 

introduction  that  she  was  ^ore  interested  in  the  technical  difflcul- 
tles  of  writing  a novel  entirely  from  the  point  of  view  of  a blind  •'.an 
than  she  was  in  the  bllrel  "’an  himself.  The  book  ; resents  a world  of 
sensation,  but  It  is  a world  In  which  sensation,  or  f'-ellng,  le  not 
brou^t  very  hlwli  above  the  plane  on  which  animals  live.  Louis  and 
.'.o'.hie  have  found  their  ■’mutual  sexual  ox  lorations  very  delightful,  but 
what  else  have  they?  And  hov.  long  after  they  settle  down  to^.^ther  will 
it  ta '■e  them  to  die  of  boredom?  I'd  . Ive  them,  a month  at  the  outside. 

you  saw  the  Italian  "'asters  a aln.  I am  t,.oln^ 
this  week  with  a friend  to  the  uapanese  exhibit  which  Is  now  In  the 
sa’^e  v.alleries.  1th  this  and  the  Stokowski  concei't  on  ednesday,  it 
turns  into  a mad  social  wee’'"  for  us. 


was  such  fun,  all  of  us  being  together  that  Saturday, 
and  I ho-e  it  vlll  hao;en  a^aln  soon,  lell  Herbert  I'll  let  him  know 
w..en  the  -"ud  clears  so  we  can  -,et  uw  the  hill.  I think  it  "i.jht  be  a 
^ood  Idea  for  him  to  write  to  the  . tatc  Agricultural  Dent,  of  Lonn.  to 
find  out  what  kin'  of  Inoectlon  of  the  trees  Is  needed.  I am  sure  it 
can  be  done  In  Conway — perha.  s v.'O  could  et  a •lan  to  come  over  to  do 
it — If  It  h,as  to  me  done. 


^ r love  to  all  of  you. 


9i 


a .T 


Jlui  ot*  I Oold'0  d£l^  Jl  Ifl  ^ru 


M *Uil 


tr*** 


il  -^Lru/in  m»  I .Ja«l  cdlai  lo  »xfe«  li*  n4Ha  «l  anA 
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V-  ••  OJ^J4»iTt':0*  W4  i<W!^'v.9  lM4  ti  V’f-< 
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111  Fifth  St.,  Garden  Glty, 
Arrll  27,  19^0 


De-iroet  .-oily, 

I a*!  6 end  In,,  you  a couple  of  reviews  of 
Blaze  of  ??oon.  The  reviewers  a.  roe  with  us.  The  oth-^ra 
I have  seen  have  been  in  the  sa-^e  vein. 

That  was  a nice  letter  of  ''r.  Doubleday ‘b 
ard  I hope  he  -^a‘<eB  the  trl  to  Arcan  ftidt  e. 

As  for  the  llliam  Lyon  helps  thin,>  I think 
yotrldoa  of  oayinc  you  have  no  first  editions  is  a ^ood 
one.  It  lo  of  course  a dignified  ,;lece  of  raft,  a scheme 
to  a.ld  hoo>8  to  the  . ates  College  library,  .or thy,  but 
you  can't  contribute  to  all  such  causes. 

I aT  having  lunch  with  Evah^ellne  ^ooth  on 
edneeday— that  was  the  engarenent  I was  tellln^  you 
about.  ..hen  1 was  talkliv:  to'you  I didn't  'Tiom  vhat  day 
It  would  fall  u^  on.  How  would  Friday  do  for  oar  ^et 
together?  '^oith  wants  to  have  lunch  with  us,  but  he  can 
never  be  cure  of  his  tl'no  so  far  ahead.  ^>ould  you  lect 
•re  In  the  lo:-by  of  the  Aotor  Hotel  about  12:15?  Ihat  will 
be  close  enough  for  elth  to  Join  ua  If  he  Is  free,  .'hen 
let's  try  a -ovlo.  nve  you  ooen  ihe  alcer's  Daujbter: 

It  Is  a . ronch  Icturo  which  they  say  Is  delightful.  It 
is  at  153  ^9  ft.  If  you  have  seen  it  tJ;ere  are  still 

lots  of  others.  I have  the  lifct  from  the  hew  Yor*rer. 

Af te  wnrls  .-^erh'.  s wo  could  have  tea  at  the  ’useum  of 
'•'odem  Art.  I Joined  It  a few  weeks  ago  ard  ae  a member 
have  the  ^rlvlle  e of  the  tea  rooir  In  the  renthouse  there. 
Anyway  let's  have  a good  bat  of  co-re  klrd. 

It  is  mnd  that  Herbert  \t111  have  no 
trouble  with  the  trees.  :ell  hl?>  we  can  hardly  wait  to 
send  hl-r)  word  that  we  are  reidy  to  set  out. 

Gur  love  to  all  of  you. 


Dearest  Folly 


111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y 


ay  8 , I9A0 


I thin’’:  v/hat  is  left  in  the 


Inclosed  letter  is  all  that  is  ne  dod.  .here 
is  no  reason  v/hy  Helen  at  this  point  should 
rroniso  a date  for  the  finished  TianuBorlrt. 

Ae'll  go  into  the  whole  thing  when  I sec  you 
next  Tuesday  at  the  Schrafft's  at  556  Fifth 
\vc.  I'll  Tieet  you  there  at  12:30  if  this  tixe  1 
is  convenient  for  you.  Don't  bother  to  write. 

Tell  Herbert. 

I a-a  also  sending  back  the  letter  ! 
fro-^  Col.  lloosevolt. 


Tiornlng.  Now  we'll  have  to  have  a coc’’’tall 
party.  nOt  that  that  will  be  any  hardship! 
''any  thanks  for  thinking  of  us. 


The  box  of  goodies  cane  this 


''y  love,  as  always. 
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Ill  Fifth  Street 
harden  City,  N.5C. 
June  10,  19^0 


Dearest  "oily. 

The  lovely  house  dress  caae  in  the  Tiost  gorgeous 
wrap-  ings  you  ever  saw.  It  fits  perfectly  except  that  It  will  have 
to  he  shortened— a simple  task.  The  colors  are  delightful  and  1 
. loan  think  of  you  and  Helen  when  I wear  It  (as  if  I had  to  have 
a reminder  to  do  thatl),  but  truly  It  makes  me  unhappy  to  have  you 
give  me  cresents.  I wish  you  would  believe  that. 

I sent' the  request  for  "Three  Days  to  See”  to  Doubleday's 
It  is  better  to  let  such  Items  clear  through  them. 

e had  a nice  invitation  from  'r.  Mlgel  to  be  present 
at  the  tea  for  ''Iss  Hoyt  on  Thursday  and  I am  sorry  that  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  make  It.  The  time  Is  pretty  crowded  with  trying  to 
get  away  and  that  particular  afternoon  1 am  taking  out  the  friend 
of  ours  whose  small  son  has  been  terribly  111  with  encephalitis.  It 
Is  hard  to  drag  her  from  his  bedside,  but  she  has  at  last  agreed  to 
take  an  afternoon  off,  leaving  her  mother  with  the  boy.  It  has  been 
dreadful^  The  disease  is  not  the  one  that  comes  from  the  tsetse  fly 
but  the  other  about  which  the  doctors  know  even  less,  ae  think  now 
that  the  child's  mind  will  be  intact,  but  no  one  knows  what  is 
happening  to  his  muscular  coordination. 

Our  visit  with  you  was  perfectly  delightful.  It  is 
pleasant  to  think  of  you  all  in  such  surro  -ndings  and  to  >nOw  that 
they  will  become  more  and  more  beautiful  as  time  goes  on. 

No  more  Booth  news  except  that  the  General  Is  almost 
prostrated  by  the  war.  I don't  wonder.  I don't  wonder. 


Jur  love  to  all  of  you. 
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July  18,19A0 


Dearest  Polly, 

I am  so  glad  that  helen  felt  like  making  the  response 
she  did  to  Mr.  Doubleday's  letter.  I have  rearranged  the  article  a 
little,  cut  It  a little,  and  added  a little  from  the  fragments  I 
had  here  on  faith.  I thlnlc  It  very  fine  and  I am  sure  It  will  be 
useful.  If  Helen  approves  It  as  It  stands,  I don't  thlnlc  It  will 
be  necessary  for  us  to  go  over  It  again.  If  It,  telephone  me  and  I'll 
meet  you  whenever  and  wherever  you  like. 

I had  a letter  from  Malcolm  Johnson  this  morning 
acknowledging  the  Ms.  No  one  had  had  time  to  read  It,  but  he  said 
he  did  not  think  the  title  'Let  There  Le  Faith"  could  be  Improved 
upon.  He  also  said  that  galleys  ought  to  be  ready  In  about  two  weeks. 
Also  that  a set  will  be  sent  to  Mr.  Muir  In  care  of  Michael  Joseph. 
You  will  hear  from  Doubleday's  direct  very  soon— perhaps  you  have 
already. 


The  Spike  Intervlev;  was  very  Interesting.  I meant  to 
listen  to  him  last  night  but  was  developing  pictures.  '<Ve  got  some 
nice  ones  of  Helen  In  the  gaixien,  i'll  send  you  copies  as  soon  as  I 
get  around  to  printing— this  evening  or  at  the  latest  some  time  this 
week-end. 


It  was  grand  having  you  both  hero  Sunday  and  I wish  It 
happened  oftener.  Except  when  we  are  In  New  Hampshire  we  are 
practically  always  here  and  the  latch-string  Is  always  out. 

Love  from  both  of  us  to  all  of  you, 


I have  a letter  from  Mr.  Irv/ln  asking  me  to  suggest 
twenty  books  to  be  recoixied  or  embossed  for  the  blind.  If  you  or 
Helen  have  any  that  you'd  like  to  have  mo  put  on  the  list,  drop  me 
a line  and  I'll  add  them. 


Ill  Fifth  Street 
Garden  Citj»  Hew  York 
uly  24,  1940 


Dear  'r.  ^uir: 


I believe  oily  told  you  that  I was 
eolnjj  to  write  you  about  Helen’s  new  book,  "Let  Us 
Have  ralth."  It  is  quite  short—between  10,000  and 
14,000  words.  Doubleday  ;)<Mran  will  publish  It  this 
autumn,  selling  it  for  one  dollar  a coi  y.  I have 
asked  .'alcoln  Johnson  (with  idi  n you  are  rerha.>e 
acquainted)  to  see  that  it  Is  subraitted  to  you  for 
ublication  in  England.  Ho  eays  galleys  will  bo 
ready  In  about  two  weeks  and  that  In  due  course  they 
will  be  sent  to  you. 


days. 


Jur  oinds  a.re  much  on  Fkigland  these 
*o  were  thrilled  by  Lord  Halifax's  spoeoh, 

kith  best  wishes,  I am 

Sincerely  yours. 


''r.  Charles  ''ulr 
The  Old  Cottage 
Herdesn 

lehops  Stortford 
ssex 
1 Jutland 


September  3,  19A0 


Dearest  -oily, 

I have  sent  the  pemlBBlon  letter  to 
Doubloday'e.  They  will  know  what  to  do  about  It. 

I a^ree  with  you  about  the  cast  of 
Helen’s  hands.  It  v.ould  be  perfectly  all  rie.ht  to  do 
It,  but  it  is  really  publicity  and  not  of  tho  bind  that 
will  help  Helen  in  her  work,  flolen  will  not  bo  re-nenbered 
by  casts  or  busts  (not  even  by  busts  with  faifious  na-nco 
olcned  to  then),  and  1 should  not  go  to  any  expense 
whatever  in  connection  with  Tiattero  of  this  ’'•Ind. 

It  is  good  nev/s  that  you  are  goln^  to 
"artha’s  l^lneyard  and  I hoi  e ^o\x  will  romenber  Tie  to 
•’IsB  Cornell.  Everybody  falls  In  love  with  the  Island 
and  I a-T  sure  you  will  too, 

ill  of  our  Southerners  have  left  ub, 
which  moans  the  beginning  of  winter  in  our  caloMar. 

I had  a letter  from  Mr.  'ulr.  Apparently 
I did  not  make  It  plain  that  he  v/ao  to  offer  "Let  Us 
Have  Faith"  to  ’^Iclnael  Joseph,  I'll  drop  him  another 
line  this  afternoon. 

/Vnd  "rltaln  still  holds  out.  bomehov/  I 
have  faith  now  that  she  will  endure  to  the  end. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you. 


■i 


111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

oeptenbep  4,  1940 


De'ireot  oily, 

I a-n  rcturnln;:  'r.  'uir'e  Ictscr  Bince  in 
due  cjuree  you  vrlll  want  to  ancwer  It.  I a-n  also  inclocins 
a copy  of  the  note  I a";  aallln;^;  him.  he  see^s  to  be  urt’er 
the  lapreosion  that  I liave  piano  of  my  o\m  for  the 
nubllaation  of  "Let  Uo  Lave  Faitli"  In  ^.n.^land  and  that 
nubllshere  on  hio  clde  of  tr.e  Atlantic  arid  ouro  are  out  So 
do  all  the  ijr-r'ine  they  can.  There  is  no  use  trying  to 
Etralrhten  out  such  matters  by  corrcoi. ondence  and  I think 
the  boat  thln;j  to  do  is  to  try  to  keep'  the  eltuatlon  ac 
simple  as  possible,  J do  not  doubt  that  ro.  Hll L has  bocn 
raoGt  useful  to  him,  but  hie  situation  is  very  different  from 
helen  s,  ''rs.  i.ill  herself  said  to  me  that  she  did  not 
undorsta;id  why  you  wanted  an  a::ont  (but  don't  repeat  this 
to  'r.  ’i^ulr).  I rather  fancy  thac,  he  thinks  I doilboratcly 
came  between  you  and  'rs.  hill — heaven  knov-s  it  Is  easy 
enough  to  et  erroneous  Ideas,  even  when  the  distances 
involved  are  not  so  ^reat. 

I am  (Vlad  to  see  that  his  s,.lr‘it  witli  tepard 
to  the  war  is  on  the  sa-’e  hish  level  as  that  of  the  rest 
of  your  friends  over  there,  do  wonder  Hitler  screa-c  when 
he  talks  about  r rit,aln.  I hope  he  has  reason  to  scream 
louder  than  ever  k^kh  before  he  pets  through  with  that 
11  tie  party. 


'■^elth  Is  In  the  throes  of  hay  fevc  , :oor 
dear,  and  there  v:on' t be  much  relief  until  frost,  since 
• here  doeen't  seem  any  chance  of  our  ^.ettlnp  off  to  Foss 
t.  for  a month  or  so  yrt. 

I hope  to  see  you  before  you  set  out  for 
artha  0 Vineyard, 


Our  love  to  all  of  you, 


September  12,  19A0 


Dcarept  “oily. 


ihis  iB  a isrond  letter  of  SlgrM  Undoet'e. 

I am  returning  it  becauso  I knov/  there  will  be  others 
who  want  to  read  it. 

;\B  for  the  Jo  Davidson  thing,  I an  not  the 
'•  erson  to  ask,  I oannot  conceive  of  your  approaching 
either  ”r.  felffer  or  ”r.  »^lgel.  In  happl-  r days,  I 
should  think  the  way  to  do  It  night  be  through  a 
collection  taken  up  from  Helen's  friends,  but  Just  now 
there  are  so  many  more  urgent  matters  that  I don't  think 
you  would  get  more  than  enough  to  pay  ’-'r,  Davidson's 
railroad  faro  to  .estport.  ’'oroo*ver,  I don't  feel  too 
sanguine  about  the  results  of  his  efforts.  He  would  have 
been  s‘ lend  id  for  Teacher.-he  is  ood  at  ’en  too— but 
Helen  is  an  entirely  different  oerson.  The  whole  under- 
taking Is  one  that  should  come  from  outside  Helen's  house- 
hold, The  bust  will  react  more  to  the  renown  of  the 
artist  than  to  that  of  the  subject— -as  Z said  before, 
rielen  will  not  be  remembered  because  of  any  statues  or 
busts.  I admire  'r.  Davidson  and  should  li'-e  to  see  him 
’'■ept  busy.  He  must  have  r.kny  friends  who  want  to  do  this 
and  >^y  porsonral  feeling  Is  that  his  friends,  not  Helen's, 
should  see  to  It.  I am  sorry, 

bhurchlll's  speech  vms  magnificent— I never 
heard  more  lns  :lrlng  words.  ;>hile  rltaln  can  breed  such 
men,  I cannot  feci  that  v/e  need  despair,  how  ho  has 
risen  to  the  occasion. 

•hen  you  have  time  I wish  you  would  nake 
out  a list  of  the  eoople  to  whom  Helen  would  like  to  send 
cor  lea  of  "Let  Us  nave  ?alth."  ulLe  a few  of  these  can 
bo  charged  to  the  publicity  account  of  the  book.  Such 
co  I's  can  go  out  ahead  of  the  regular  publication  date 
v;hlch  Is  some  time  in  -ovemberl  Fut  dovai  such  eople  as 
”188  women,  .Icxanrier  .'oollcott,  'r.  *lgel  (because 
of  the  chance  of  the  ;■  oundation' s aking  an  edition),  anl 
any  others  whose  com-ents  you  think  mi^ht  help  In  promotion 
Spike  ought  to  go  on  this  list.  If  you  will  send  It  to 
me  •■•hen  It  Is  finished.  I'll  check  it  over  and  send  It  to 
Doublr'day'  s. 


1 j glad  you  and  Herbert  had  such  a nice 
Ime  at  the  "air.  It  will  be  the  last  Fair  In  many,  -rany 
years.  I think. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you, 


Phh!  ^2l_^C 
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Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  N.y, 
Septe-nber  15,  19A0 


Dearest  Tolly, 


That  article  for  the  NEA  has  not  yet,  I think,  been 
rubllshod.  I believe  it  will  eventually  appear  in  the  eerles  that  1e 
now  on  the  editorial  pat^e  of  the  orld  i’elesram.  For  some  days  I 
have  been  reading  articles  of  about  the  same  len;^th  from  such  .eorle 
as  ary  Roberts  Rinehart,  John  Steinbeck,  &her>,ood  Anderson,  etc. 
r have  made  two  little  deletions  from  Helen's  speech;  It  seems  stron-er 
without  these  sentences,  since  she  hasn't  space  to  amplify  them  I 
don^t  see  any  reason  why Gifford  should  not  use  some  quotations 
fro^.  Lot  Us  ilave  ralth,  especially  If  she  -nentlons  the  book.  The 
book  will  do  the  Foundation  good  and  vice  versa. 


You  do  not  need  to  do  anything  about  the  bio  ra  hy  of 
Helen  for  the  National  Cyclopedia  of  American  Blogmphy  except  to  check 
it  over  after  they  have  prepared  it.  Ko  states  in  hls^ letter  that  It 
is  bolnp,  ’-reparexi.  Limply  tell  him  that  Helen  will  read  it  w/en  it 
comes  and  add  that  you  will  be  away  from  home  and  cannot  see  him. 


I have  read  Iva  Ettor's  extraordinary  screed  twice.  ,hat 
a self-satisfied  materialist  she  is.'  And  speaking  of  hypocrisy,  it 
seems  to  me  that  she  and  Joe  mipdit  take  a front  seat  in  a a..herln,  of 
hy  ocrlts.  I think,  thouigh,  that  they  are  both  probably  unconscious  of 
the  fact.  I think  her  letter  Is  an  honest  attempt  to  analyze  Teacher 
arid  Helen,  but  she  completely  lacks  understanding  of  the  vision  that 
'inlmated  them  and  has  no  insight  whatever  into  the  v/orklnge  of  jielen's 
mind.  I can  guess  the  kinds  of  conversations  tnat  she  used  to  h-^ve 
v'lth  Teacher  and  I know  that  Teacher  gave  her  ammunition  for  the  sta^o- 
^ents  she  makes  here.  That  was  j art  of  Teacher’s  Irlshnees.  I should 
have  expected  Iva  • obor  to  draw  shrewde#. conclusions  than  she  has  here. 
She  puts  Helen  about  on  a level  with  Ainfoe  Semple  Maepherson  and  is  so 
sure  of  herself  (never  a word  about  It  seems  to  me  or  I think,  always, 
this  is  how  it  Is  and  you  know  it)  that  I think  it  would  be  usr-less  to 
t^  to  argue  with  her.  You  will  know  better  than  I whether  you  think 
the  letter  is  wor-h  answering  or  not.  I should  be  inclined  to  . ut  it  to 
one  side  and  forget  it.  I am  returnln,  it  to  you.  The  Ion  or  I live 
ohe  more  I find  myself  on  the  side  of ' the  builders  Instead  of  the 
ooarers  dovm;  it  was  Teacher's  building  qualities  that  made  her  wh  t 
she  was,  and  anyone  who  says  she  was  not  a great  teacher  has  nos 
understanding  of  the  educational  problem  involved.  Try  for^^et  it. 


'elth's  term  of  service  on  the  editorl“l  executive 
committee  came  to  an  end  a few  v/oeks  ago  and  I thou  ,ht  he  v.  ould  be 
Oi  terlng  a period  when  he  would  have  more  leisure  and  less  responsi  lllty 
ut  he  has  Just  been  ap'  olnted  to  another  and  more  important  com.mlttee, 
which  v'lll  make  thinps  worse  than  ever.  It  is  su^  ; osed  to  be  a ^reat 
honor,  but  carries  noS  additional  remuneration.  We  are  tryln  , to  et 
away  around  the  end  of  next  week.  'r.  ..hlte  is  busy  on  the  amiex  to 
the  house  in  New  nampshlre  and  hopes  to  finish  it  this  fall. 


our  love  to  all  of  you. 


Septornbor  19»  1940 


Dearest  ^olly. 


1 thlnic  Helen  nhoulti  vote  only  for  the 
candllateo  she  knows  and  considers  worthy  of  meTibershlp  In 
the  Natlor*al  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters.  In  addition 
to  those  marked,  I should  add  (if  I were  voting)  the 
names  of  Conrad  Aiken  and  "Edmund  llson,  but  if  Helen  is 
not  familiar  with  their  work  I think  it  better  for  her 
not  bo  do  anything  about  them.  The  list  as  a whole  does 
not  seem  to  be  a particularly  dlstlnguiahod  one.  1 have 
erased  your  notation  at  the  top,  since  I believe  this  is 
the  ballot  that  is  to  be  returned. 

The  story  about  Spike  is  interestlnf:;  and 
I'll  watch  for  the  radio  program.  Kov/  Helen's  friends  do 
drag  In  her  name  when  they  go  Into  print  themselveei 

e are  still  hoping  to  get  away  the  latter 
^art  of  next  week. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you. 


, Jcau^sacL/, 
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Dearest  Folly, 


I an  Borry  I ehall  not  see  you  on  Xhurc- 
day,  which  will  be  today  when  you  (^et  this,  but  I an 
— this  will  surprise  you— mklng  a little  talk  on  Helen 
for  the  en  and  Ink  Club  of  the  Hempstead  Hl^  School, 
larlna  ;?otkln,  who  is  president,  asked  no  to  do  it  and 
I was  weak  enough  to  consent.  They  liave  read  "Ih  Storv 
*y  hlfe  and  "‘inne  Sullivan  '*acy"  arid  are  anxious 
to  know  more.  But  I shall  see  you  soon — the  next  tine 
you  are  In  town,  I hope. 


them.  return  them  to  you  as  soon  as  I get 


Doubleday'e  the  lette^L^°.Ls""l^v^^o: 

wrote  to  the  lady.  She  fel?  thlt  and  she 

char^cd-ahe  says  traLlatl  .n 

of  hand  unless  this  Is  done  rniisslons  got  so  out 

to  .ejtport  wUh  a "rf 

a.^tachod.  i an  also  innir.  i answer 

In  case  you  want  to  keep  lt”in^I?o  Coronet 

It  In  your  records. 

South  at  nianleht'^ou°8iooSo^?^  to  go 

to  She  Helen  b^orrhe  See  a,^'*?-  5-  "e  hopee 

'Oblno  (hlo  eeoretary)  ” noting -re. 

Oeonge  rhurehay  ITitMT. 

It  can  be  arranged. 

ail^H^ie^  ‘-atpLt'onffhZ  ^ “ «»«ant 

would  Uj,e  him.  ^’^It  that  you 

will  be  and'-^l  ifnoj  to  whfrth^ 

you  and  ^elen  are  too. 

horribly  sorry  abo„. 

y about  not  seem,  you. 

^ T^uch  love  to  both  Of 


you. 


in  Fifth  Street 

K 1 i960 

Long  Island,  New  York 


Dearest  .oily, 


In  re  the  'hllosaphical 
questions  that  Helen  wants  to  ask  I 
believe  nlll  Durant  might  be  the  best 
person  for  her  to  consult.  He  Is  familiar 
with  all  philosophies  (author  of  The 
Story  of  Philosophy)  and,  even  more  to 
the  point,  knows  how  to  ex  ress  himself 
clearly,  without  technical  Jargon.  I 
find  that  he  lives  In  ,:roat  Keck,  Long 
Island  and  If  Helen  were  to  write  asking 
to  see  him  and  stating  what  her  problem 
Is  I am  sure  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 

It  was  ever  so  much  fun 
seeing  all  of  you  the  other  day  and  we 
must  get  together  again  soon. 

*'y  love,  as  always. 


Dece-nber  2,  19^0 


Dearest  '='olly, 

I an  returnln.3  two  or  three  letters  which 
I think  you  ray  want.  Also  the  clipping  about  the 
Derenscs.  I am  afraid  that  both  of  them  are  due  to  be 
crucified  In  the  public  prints  and  I hope  that  the 
doctor's  position  Is  secure  enough  to  enable  him  to 
survive.  I >now  Andrea's  Is  not.  There  must  have  been 
some  other  way  In  which  It  could  have  been  handled. 

Robbie  called  yesterday  to  say  that  'r. 
Doubleday  spent  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  exclaiming 
about  how  wonderful  Helen  is.  -.verybody  was  excited 
over  having  her  In  the  office.  Vr.  Doubleday  was  very 
much  unset  because  ho  thought  the  appointment  was  for 
three  o'clock.  Robbie  bawled  him  out  properly  for  mixing 
It  up. 

Harry  wrote  that  he  got  a nice  fat  deer 
the  other  day.  I wish  all  of  us  v/ere  up  there  to  help 
him  cat  it. 


I have  about  one  thousand  things  to  do 
before  lunch  and  must  get  at  a few  of  them. 


’'*y  love  to  all  of  you. 


« 
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i^HQUJOb 


January  2,  19^1 


Hoar  Ones, 


"y  f Irot  letter  of  the  New  Year  ^oos  to  you 
and  thlc  tl^o  It  will  havo  to  be  a letter  to  all  throe  of 
you  at  once.  A ll::,tlo  while  after  Herbert  left  here 
Keith  BUddenly  collapecd  and  has  been  in  bed  over  since 
with  oo-ncthlxt::  like  rheu-riatlc  fever.  He  has  not  had  any 
tem'erature  for  the  last  few  days,  but  is  still  very 
v/eak  and  lart^uid.  I leave  you  to  Irnaslne  what  it  has  been 
like.  Bertha  has  been  a brick  but  I liave  had  no  one  to 
help  Tie  take  care  of  Keith,  and  since  the  troatoient 
involved  the  use  of  hot  Epsom  salts  comprooseB  it  has 
meant  a lot  of  running  u:;  and  down  stairs,  '-t  night  I 
have  been  too  tired  to  do  anything  except  tumble  into 
bed,  I think  now  that  he  will  be  up  and  around  the  first 
of  next  week  and  possibly  back  in  the  office  a short 
time  after  that. 


Of  coureo  the  high  spot  of  our  Christmas  was 
the  elates  that  once  belonged  to  roachcr.  They 
intrinsically  so  beautiful  and  the  associations  that  I 
havo  with  then  make  then  precious  beyond  words.  It  has 
cheered  Keith  up  every  tine  I have  let  him  eat  from  thm. 
For  myself  I have  already  nado  use  of  the  lovely  thimble, 
•'y  eroDcrlptlon  for  mysolf  at  the  end  of  tho  daj  was 
precisely  measured  by  its  canaclty.  And  tho  inscribed 
copy  of  ’^Let  Us  Have  Faith"  will  always  be  among  ray 
treasures.  The  dogleash  has  given  all  of  us  a lot  of 
fun*  I oi'n  going  t»o  practicG  v;lth  It  on  Keith  ilrGt> 
Icadln/s  him  around  tho  back  yard,  thon  I 11  do  Rotub 
and  next  summer  I intend  to  fish  with  it  in  Crystal  Lake 
with  Herbert  on  one  sldo  of  me  and  Keith  on  tho  other. 
Ever  so  many  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  everything. 


Keith's  father  passed  the  acute  crisis  of 
his  angina  attack,  but  the  situation  there  rcraalns  very 
gravo.  Uncle  Thad  is  Just  out  of  tho  hospital,  so  w® 
haven't  had  much  cheerful  nows  from  any  direction,  btiii 
wo  fool  we  are  gaining  on  all  fronts. 


Tho  program,  which  I am  returning,  sounds 
dell-htful  and  I wish  I could  acco.  t at 
truth  is  that  I really  have  no  idea  when  Keith  will  do 
ur  (my  hones  rather  than  my  convictions  aro  oxpressea 
in  the  first  naragrarh)  or  hovi  strong  ho  will  be  when  he 
does  ret  around.  Under  the  clrcumntancos  I am  afraia  i a 
better  say  that  wo  shall  have  to  refuse,  much  as  v;o 
should  ir-e  to  be  among  those  present. 


I 


Did  get  the  little  flov;or  baeket  I sent 

her?  I ordorod  It  from  stir-.pp  and  .alter,  but  did  not 
have  a o.ard  with  me  at  the  tine. 

December  31,  1930 

I nuot  stop  nov/— I haven't  done  any  of  mv  Chrlpt-^aA 
letters  except  this  one.  In  fact,  I have  had 
myself  to  bulletins  for  the  family.  ^ confine 

ic  both  all  of  you  all  our  good  wishes  for  all 

t,hat  19/.1  cfn  possibly  Ling!' 
fofr^i  world.  txxrnLnz  point 

Our  love  and  rrateful  tlianks,  as  always. 


H 


m 


(\ 


1 1 J FIFTH  STREET 
GARDEN  CITY.  NEW  YORK 

January  5#  19^1 


Dearest  *olly, 

I an  terribly  oorry  I can't 
have  lunch  with  you  on  Wednesday.  I thlnlc 
wo  nay  be  out  of  the  woods  here  by  that  tine 
but  I can't  be  sure,  "eith  was  able  yesterday 
to  so  over  for  a seneral  examination,  one  of 
those  in  which  no  square  inch  of  the  body 
escapes,  and  at  least  we  know  now  what  is  the 
natter.  One  of  his  tonsils  has  been  sccretins 
ro^on  into  his  bady  and  his  blood  count  is 
very  lov.’j  the  low  blood  count  is  the  reason 
why  his  le^is  have  been  glvlns  way  under  him 
when  he  tried  to  walk.  Dr.  Breed  is  sivins 
specific  treatments  for  everything  and 
already  the  results  are  good,  I think  he  may 
be  able  to  go  back  to  the  office  by  the 
latter  part  of  the  week.  If  he  does  I will 
spend  two  or  three  days  sleeping  and  then 
we'll  both  be  on  top  of  the  world  a^^in.  I 
have  been  ,\oin_  through  some  pretty  stren- 
uous days,  but,  as  you  and  Helen  knd  Herbert 
know  from  your  own  experience  with  sick 
reople,  it  is  only  the  heartache  that  you 
mind. 


Lots  of  love  to  all  of  you, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  Hew  lioric 
February  11,  19^1 


Dearest  ^olly. 


I can't  -seet  you  on  Thursday — It  turns  out  that  that 
Is  the  day  on  which  I have  an  appolntT^^nt  with  -ny  oculist.  Keith's 
secretary  •^ade  It  and  I didn't  know  Dyself  Just  when  It  would  be 
until  last  nl^ht. 

As  a matter  of  fact  all  of  ray  ^addln^s  during  the 
next  three  months  have  to  be  cut  down  to  a mlnlmian.  I haven't  said 
anything  about  It  because  there  were  certain  things  that  had  to 
be  clea’^ed  up  before  It  became  definite,  but  I am  worl'lni^  on  a 'teen 
a-.e  life  of  ■<’lnllns  which  Is  due  to  be  finished  by  ' ay  15.  I sliced 
the  contract  this  morning.  A lot  of  the  work  Is  done  but  a lot 
remains  to  be  done  and  I shall  have  to  be  In  town  at  the  42  St. 
library  fairly  often.  On  some  of  those  days  we  can  have  lunch 
together.  Just  let  me  know  when  you  areto  be  In  tov/n. 

Don't  worry  too  much  about  the  letters.  I was  always  a 
little  nervous  about  O'Connor,  but  It  may  be  better  not  to  try  to 
answer  any  of  the  disgruntled  ones  and,  because  of  the  relation  with 
the  Times  not  to  bawl  him  out.  Don't  do  ary  thing  In  a hurry.  I a*^ 
sorry  about  Glllmor,  but  It  was  certainly  O'Connor  and  not  Helen 
who  wronged  him  and  the  rimes  not  Helen  with  wh<wr.  he  has  a quarrel. 

I told  'alcolra  Johnson  that  I hsud  read  the  first  draft 
of 'Helen' 8 first  chanter  and  thought  It  magnificent.  Needless  to  say, 
he  was  , reatly  pleased. 

I hope  to  see  you  one  day  next  week. 


■’y  love  to  all  of  you. 


’’arch  18,  1941 


Dear  herbert, 


I a"i  returning  the  book  to  you  Inetead  of 
sendlne  It  to  Texas  because  it  Is  supposed  to  go  to 
the  Oly-npla  Library  with  all  of  Helen's  books  aai  she  nay 
want  to  wait  until  she  gets  home  to  take  care  of  the  rest 
of  the  business*  ’^olly  will  write  you  about  It. 

1 nade  the  round  of  doctors  on  Saturday  and 
all  TTiy  patients,  Keith  and  Jake,  see^  to  be  doing 

pretty  well.  Jake  had  contracted  sonethlng  like  arsenic 
poisoning  fron  a hair  tonic  he  was  using.  So  be  careful 
what  you  put  on  the  outside  of  jjour  head  as  well  as  what 
you  put  inside  it. 

elth  and  I are  marlclng  tine  till  the  roads 
are  open  so  we  can  go  ud  the  Snowville  hill  in  ’'ay.  uetter 
check  over  your  tr^'es  and  see  if  you  don't  need  sone  tn.ore. 

•f fQot lonately  yours, 


«at  dtrtsP  - 


» i?-' 


.J 

tmSmul  tto\  61  deocT  *d4  solxnul*^  ««  I 
oJ  es  61  «i  iX  tauMMl  aas*^  oi  it  »«lto»a 

taa  tM3»  aiiood.a'aaXaa  V»  Ila  dJlv  n-ruUJ  ml  im%tO  •d4 
la**!  adl  10  •^ae  *<al  6«od  al»fi  mU  llimf  ai  a«a« 
tit  iMOda  uoi(  alltw  Xilw  xXi0^  ,amaX*u<l  adl  Ic 

E^ia  vafi'xalal  oo  anolaob  lo  tssua^  atfl  aZ»aa  1 
Wat  •d  ai  aaaa  «aial*  ipa  dllal  amfnaaa  «aiMaii«q  %•  Ilm 
oimriM  aJlil  ^dlaaca  luilojrxiaeo  ted  .IXaa  t#^4 

lalaTao  ad  o9  *^ac<  aaw  ad  oioel  *ilad  a ^cwalaq 
^ imaw  aa  XXaw  aa  mmI  %V9%  la  *ii  an  w\  i»dh$ 

*ii  miXml  Mt>t 


ateai  adl  iXil  tail  aaii^^Laa  drm  I t**»  Ail*' 

at  LUd  aXllawccl  a4a  >«»  oi.  aaa  aa  aa  aia 
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Ill  Fifth  Street,  aardon  City,  N.Y. 
April  14,  1941 

/ 

/ 

(- 


Dearest  "oily. 


I oi'iH  not  sure  about  the  Boston  trit,  I rav  not 
^ake  it  after  all,  but  I have  to  keep  myself  in  readiness  for  it 
for  at  least  a little  while.  I am  terribly  driven  these  days — eith's 
Illness  havln/3  thrown  me  so  far  behind  my  appointed  schedule— but 

^ daylight  by  the  end  of  the  week,  Dne  'reat 

thing  is  that  Keith  is  better^— much  better.  ^ 

had  copies  made  of  Kr.  ‘Agar's  letter  and  the 
history  teachers  in  the  two  high  schools  have  been  usin-  it  in 
connection  with  their  classes.  This  means  that  it  has  been  brou/ht 
to  the  attention  of  hundreds  of  young  people  and  she  has  been  nassing 
it  around  among  her  friends.  She  sent  it  to  a friend  in  Lincoln. 
Nebraska,  who  wishes  to  publish  it  in  a newspaper  of  which  he  is 
editor  and  I have  told  her  to  give  him  peimlsslon.  Everyone  who  has 
seen  it  has  been  greatly  moved  by  it. 

_ . ^ 1 must  stop  now,  1*11  drop  you  another  line  as  soon  as 

I hear  from  Boston. 


Our  love  to  all  of  you. 


y..  ,«rlO  iiiHI  111 

XM^C  «AX  Ua>4A 


\ 


j 


4— *M<<1 


MM  i.£-  J ^ M4  UHJWOB  •xtr  Jucd«  *TUI«  4c«  M XX14a  1 
;X  TtS  «._££llw«^  Hi  JX»8^  04  mum  I 4wd  ,XX#  tmi\M  41 
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j <l»«4  444  4i  4a44  anaar  al41  ^aa^aXo  %I»04  Ailm  anlioMjoat) 
mm4  4*4  mdm  ItiM  oXqoo?  hi^^X  ^ aivtXavif  lo  r,i:X4'>«4aa  ♦jU  c4 
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•AoJaoS  «ony  *1444  I 


April  23,  19^1 


OearoBt  Polly, 


ihe  date  of  the  liooton  trip  has  boon 
uncert-iln  until  tMe  nomlng  because  the  woman  i am. 
to  see  at  the  ’laener  Library  has  been  111,  5he  Is 
bette*'  now  and  I ax  ur  'onday  night  and  don't 

icnow  Just  how  Jong  I'll  bo  thero— tv;o  or  throo  days 
at  moat,  1 suppooe  you  and  Helen  will  bo  gone  when  I 
get  back,  but  v/o  must  get  together  as  aoon  ac  wo  can, 

1 have  mlsaecl  seeing  you  and  hearing  from  you, 

Xelth  sooms  to  be  a lot  bettor,  v/hlch  Is 
a groat  oomfort,  but  It  does  not  look  now  as  if  wo  shall 
be  able  to  get  off  to  Now  Hampshire  on  ”ay  15  as  we 
he.d  planned.  Still  we  hope  so,  but  there  is  so  much  to 
do. 


This  gees  with  my  love,  as  always. 


1 1 1 FIFTH  STREET 
GARDEN  CITY.  NEW  YORK 


June  10,  1941 


Dearest  Folly, 


I ;zather  fro-n  his  letter  that 
*’r*  Dates  is  exceedlnsly  difficult  in  all  his 
relationships  and  it  see-ns  to  <nc  that  the 
best  thing  is  to  let  the  whole  matter  drop, 

I don't  think  Helen  oven  has  to  answer  him 
unless  she  wants  to,  and  I cannot  conceive 
of  any  circuastances  under  which  she  would 
xuant  to  make  use  of  his  letter.  It  almost 
looks  as  if  ho  would  like  the  whole  sorry 
businesc  aired  in  public. 

The  material  about  Teacher  is 
very  intcreotins.  How  big  she  v;as  about 
all  that  ru&cumbia  prejiidioe  and  pettinesel 
I am  rotumlng  it  to  you. 

In  one  of  the  pictures  I am 
also  inclosing  Kei^ert  looks  like  Convict 
Ho,  1*  Tell  him  he  asked  for  it  and  tell  hlo 
that's  exactly  how  he  looked.  There  are  one 
or  two  others  showing  him  in  groups  but  I 
find  I did  not  make  duplicate  prints.  Tell 
him  he'll  have  to  come  back  to  New  Hampshire 
to  see  them  in  the  book.  The  convict  picture 
didn't  go  in.  It  was  more  than  I could  take, 

bove  to  all  of  you. 


-ay  12,  19A1 


D*'irPBt  oily. 


1 have  sent  t.ho  pominelon  rccuoBt  on  to 
£)oubl<^1ay *8.  *hGy  v.111  ta'te  care  of  all  those  thla^s. 

An,'  VA  love  to  brlns ’’rs.  Roblnp  u"  for  lunch  ocnctlr.c. 
And  there's  that  lunch  with  :ielson  Doublolay  hanslntj  fire 
too— or  an  afteinoon  or  eo-nethlng. 

are  leaving  on  FrlJlay  for  Jinov/vllle  and, 
as  I have  Just  v/rltten  Herbert,  wo  hO!  e to  have  hit  Join 
uo  there,  )n  another  trip  I hope  you  and  Helen  can  ooto 
ur:,  1 have  Junt  had  i.ord  froti  Ann  that  Robert's  children 
are  soln’,  to  s’: end  r',ai't  of  the  suttor  with  her  In  Jublln, 
which  -^no  that  she  won't  be  cotin,;  up  this  way  any 
tlT  t-oon.  The  f«nllj  is  delirious  with  Joy  over  tho 
rroafeot  of  havlnr  th«e>  and  so  is  .Ann,  Ja-'e  and  I will 
ta>e  a ouici;  trie  down  to  eee  then  b©;  oro  they  west 
a.aln. 


< Towanle.th©  end  of  this  v/eeh  I ou  jht  to 
be  near  enou,;^i  out  of  the  v;oode  to  >lck  up  ry  heels  in 
tovrn  a little  bit.  -ot  -no  know  If  you  aro'5oln_,  to  bo  In 
tov/n  on  rhu  sday  or  Friday  and  "aybe  w©  can  havo  I'anoh 
to  ;ethor,  I at  all  but  dyln";  to  see  both  of  you, 

hots  of  love,  as  always. 


June  19,  19A1 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  dropped  out  of  the  njnnlns  for  a vihlle. 

Nlsht  before  last  in  town  I sprained  my  ankle.  It  Is  not  bad 
but  I have  to  soak  it  and  bandage  it  and  keep  off  It  as  much 
as  possible.  It  may  be  a couple  of  weeks  before  I can  forget 
it  and  go  on  as  before.  It's  an  awful  nuisance, 

I was  In  town  having  dinner  with  Robert  (of  all 
peoplel).  His  ship  has  Just  come  i^ast  and  there  was  great  socrecy 
about  It,  He  could  not  tell  us  where  he  had  been  or  where  he  was 
going,  but  It  looks  to  me  as  If  our  navy  may  be  getting  ready  for 
a more  active  cart  In  the  battle  of  the  Atlantic.  He  was  In  f,'ow 
York  ortly  one  night.  It  was  a very  happy  reunion.  He  and  Jake  and 
I had  dinner  together,  then  talked  by  telephone  with  all  the  family 
In  Dublin.  Harller  In  the  day  Ann  had  reached  there  with  Robert’s 
children. 

The  permission  request  I sent  on  to  Doubleday' s. 

I am  returning  ’'adame  Ghlang  Kai-shek's  nice  letter  and  the  one 
from  Dr.  Byrne.  I think  Helen  might  answer  his  questions  briefly 
(dictating  the  answersto  you),  then  tell  him  that  she  Is  goln^  Into 
detail  on  that  kind  of  thing  In  her  book  about  Teacher.  And  when 
will  Helen  find  time  to  pose  for  the  portrait?????? 

Our  love  to  all  of  you. 


,ex  eait 


»«XX<lw  M *iol  aftLaiJirx  •xtJ  )o  Ajo  JbeQt|OT&  srarf  I 
bMi  ml  X0  !»atnq»  I ovoj  oX  XmI  »TOlsd  4tt»Jt9 

cUiu»  •«  XI  Ito  £oa  41  ■a«fin»d  Ulm  4t  o4  •▼«!  X iu€ 
iWis'V'Tt  aac  1 jrtolatf  aMaa  lo  altsttoo  m ad  l*®  41  ^Idlaaco  •« 
••uxAaliin  iitM  am  «*4I  a®  ao  03  bo®  si 

XlM  lo)  4fw4oR  JiXlw  lecaXA  solvarf  #^«4  «1  a®«  Z 
foa^a  4®®iQ  a®«  wfriJ  M®  iad  aaod  imuL  amd  %lHa  alH  .(UX^mq 
B®tf  ad  viadw  *ia  oaaa  liad  ad  anmdut  au  XIa4  4oa  bXtf&o  ali  *41  4uad® 
•lot  «Jtk«ri  BoZlita  ad  V>°  Tvao  wo  It  a®  aa  o4  aA>oX  41  4»d  «aaXaci 
aai:  At  a®«  aH  .oi4d®I4A  ad4  lo  al44®d  adU  oI  4%®»i  aal4o®  »aaa  a 
jtaa  aJat>  tc®  ail  ♦ool«Ja^  x^^imd  • aaw  4Z  •4dsX®  *<*©  liAo 
tflr®'!  adJ  XX®  xUtw  aiiod7aXaJ  tmitmi  ead4  «'ia>i49ac4  -ssaAlb  bari  Z 
axlw  «tiiJ  Jbadoavi  fc®d  aaA  f«ti  ad4  At  iftXXTaB  .alldaQ  at 

usatMlda 


[ aiBBX>f»<iWp  BAH  >i»*»**w  * 

04Ai  ^aa  al  ad®  4®d4  «>ld  Ho4  o»d4  , {uo\  oJn^wan®  edJ  »oiJ®JaIfc) 
A^dw  40A  .wdae?!  4ii&da  stood  wd  At  aatd-4  lo  teld  4®d4  00  Ltmiat 
TTffrfdl^AtiMoq  ad4  wl  aacc,  o4  aoi4  inXl  naiaH  IIlw 

«uox  lo  XX®  04  aaoi  wO 


•a^'v'^ZdAoQ  ol  ao  4aoa  I Xaawpa^i  adZ 

«ac  add  ta®  w-’daX  aotB  a’rfada-l®Jl  -jBolj»*wt4an  a®  X 

Xrial'iJ  afiOi4»®oiv  aid  tavao®  4i^J^  mXan  jliUdX  t .arn^S  •'iQ  oarrt 


June  27 t 19^1 


Deareet  - oily. 


I a-n  afraid  I'd  better  eay  No 
for  July  1.  The  ankle  Is  comln^j  along  but  I 
still  have  to  keep  It  bandaged.  I think  I'll 
give  It  another  week  of  ralnl^um  activity.  Then 
I believe  I jan  go  "all  out"  In  using  It.  I 
an  awfully  sorry,  if  you  have  a chance  go 
ahead  and  see  ’’ajor  Barbara.  Jur  plans  are 
still  so  uncertain— not  sure  about  I'elth's 
operation  or  Ann's  or  anything  else,  to  toll 
the  truth. 

That  Is  gi?and  news  about 
”r.  /Slegler's  Interest  in  the  deaf-blind.  It 
can't  help  bearing  fruit  with  Helen  as  a 
partner. 

In  the  latest  copy  of  the 
O’T'an's  Ho^e  Comranlon  In  the  second  Install- 
■^ont  of  "argaret  Deland's  autobiography  there 
le  a little  about  Teacher's  and  Helen's  friend 
Lucy  Derby.  Thinking  nelen  might  be  Interested 
In  It,  I am  luo losing  It. 

I suppose  you  saw  In  the 
Vl-es  this  "'omlng  that  Andrea  Is  In  Rono, 
a-'^arently  with  a whole  troupe  of  ngllsh 
ch 11 Iron. 

'll  let  you  -now  as  soon  as 
our  plans  shape  u; . 1 shall  talk  with  \nn 


I 


by  telephone  tonl(5ht.  a’e  arc  trying  to  plan 
a way  to  have  Robert  see  hie  children  before 
they  GO  west,  but  since  Robert  has  disappeared 
Into  8'>ace  (for  all  we  know  he  -nay  be  on  the 
way  to  Dakar)  we  are  moving  throu^  a vale 
of  uncertainty. 

I'll  drop  you  a line  early  ne;{t  week, 
•'cantlcie  we  send  our  love  to  all  "of  you, 


AUf^uet  7,  19A1 


Doareet  : oily. 


I aT5  sorry  to  be  so  late  In  thanl'in^  you 
for  the  letters.  They  were  forwarded  to  me  In  Sno\/vllle 
but  did  not  arrive  until  Just  as  we  *xk  were  leaving,  I 
have  them  with  me  now  and  will  either  send  them  to  you  or 
deliver  them  to  you  when  1 see  you,  I am  fascinated  oy  them 
and  80  glad  to  know  that  they  are  still  in  existence.  You 
are  ri.^t— Teacher  would  have  loved  rereading  them. 

.<e  got  back  late  yesterday  afternoon.  Keith 
la  much  improved.  Ann  is  going  to  town  tomorrov/  to  see 
about  her  tonslllectany  and  we  may  go  back  to  ew  iiampshlre 
before  the  month  is  over.  Let  me  know  the  next  time  you 
arc  in  N.Y.--I  hope  you  and  Helen  can  have  lunch  with  us, 
v'e  haven't  any  plane  and  would  probably  be  able  to  meet 
you  anywhere,  any  time. 

Things  have  rather  lied  up  here  since  I've 
been  away  and  I must  get  to  work. 


‘*y  love  to  all  of  you. 


Septarsber  16,  19^1 


Dearest  Folly, 


I at  returning  today,  Insured,  the 
letters  fron  Helen.  They  will  be  quite  expensive  to 
photostat  and  I an  onderlni;  If  the  Foundation  would  not 
be  willing  to  do  It  for  the  sake  of  their  own  records. 

At  least  it  wouldn't  hurt  to  try. 

Well,  you  and  Herbert  and  I can  tell  our 
grandchildren  that  wo  llvd  through  one  of  the  hottest 
Se^'tenber  days  New  York  ever  had  and  moreover  managed  to 
have  a good  time  at  It.  I love  to  see  Gertrude  Lawrence 
no  matter  what  she  does  and  1 hope  Lady  In  tho  Dark  le 
only  one  of  a series— It  is  such  fun  to  go  to  the  theatre 
I don't  see  why  wo  don't  do  it  oftener. 

I fo'ond  "elth  much  better  when  I got  homo- 
lucky  that  I telephoned  him,  for  the  heat  of  the  after- 
noon would  have  completely  knocked  him  out.  -e  are  off 
to  Snowville  in  the  morning  and  shall  stay  there  at  least 
until  the  end  of  Gepternber,  possibly  longer.  iSi  I'll 
let  you  know. 


Tell  Herbert  I am  slmonlzlng  our  now 
car  and  need  bettor  elbow  grease  than  I have  at  my 
dlnrosal. 

I'll  get  In  touch  with  you  as  soon  as  we 
return.  I don't  like  these  long  Intervals  between  neetings. 


Our  love,  as  ali/ays. 


December  16,  1941 


Dearest  ”olly, 

It<  Is  ^oo"!  t»o  ynow  Lbafc  you  arc  bacVr 
In  the  ncl.^hborhooll 

I thinV  Helen's  letter  to  the  Soviet 
wo-ticn  very  fine  and  see  no  reason  why  she  should  not 
send  it.  She'll  pop  wide  open  If  she  tries  to  bottle 
herself  up  theco  days  and  we  don't  want  that  to  ha-  en. 
And  besides  the  letter  “.ay  do  botjq  ;xood. 

Let  -ne  iTnow  when  you  are  comlnj  to  town 
so  we  can  „et  to^^ether.  ''elth  ^ave  rrse  a T'emberohlp  In 
the  Harvard  Club  for  my  birthday — we'll  meet  there  for 
lunch  the  first  time  you  come  to  town  and  are  free. 

.i.nn  reaches  \’ew  York  on  December  27  and 
will  oe  h^'re  for  a weo*^.  .:hc  had  to  come  uc  to  Daltlrore 
to  see  an  eye  s ociallst.  Her  eyes  hive  always  been 
sllglitly  crossed  and  the  condition  has  been  setting 
worire. 


Robert  has  been  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
CoT^andor  and  has  his  own  ship,  th®  destroyer  dernadou. 
He  • 111  continue  In  the  lorth  Atlantic  patrol.  It  is 
dreadful  to  have  him  there  but  since  It  must  be  we  are 
eroud  to  know  tliat  he  Is  considered  worthy  of  such 
responsibility  as  he  has  just  been  given. 

I a-T  returnln.;_,  some  letters  which  you  sent 
me  so-^e  time  a ;o  and  I forwarded  to  Ann. 

Could  the  ...y,  rimes  give  you  '’Isb 
Hickey's  aidress?  olnce  she  sent  the  vorrr.  to  Dr.  Finley 
they  ml.jht  have  It.  "aybe  the  Foundation  could  toll  you. 
)thervlso  I must  confess  I am  stumped. 

Ineee  sad  days.... 


"y  love  to  you  all. 


Dece'^ber  22,  19^1 


OearPBt  oily. 


After  roavlin^  the  inclosed  car  fully  I have  decided 
that  I do  not  thin>  it  would  injure  the  sale  of  Helen’s  books,  but 
I a_i,ree  with  you  that  it  ai^ht  be  shorter.  Also  there  are  a few 
chansea  I would  sug^jest. 

-a^e  1,  line  A.  "Subtle  and  facile"  seem  to  -ne  hardly 
the  ’"roper  words.  Helen's  pen  is  certainly  not  facile  arxd  in  cor.- 
parlson  with  the  jreat  masters  of  subtlety  I don't  think  it  subtle 
either.  I Bu^tsest  "the  wo’nan  of  tne  ^^Ifted  pen,"  but  there  arc  a 
dozen  other  adjectives  that  v;ould  be  equally  ;^,ood. 

raj;e  1,  line  5»  "Less  afflicted"  T-l-jlit  be  boraewh-at 
•nlsleadlnjj.  Jf  course  it  refers  to  the  blind  who  are  not  deaf,  but 
Helen's  s eclal  care  ( thou^^  she  has  not  been  aole  to  do  a preat 
deal  for  the-n)  has  always  been  for  the  deaf-blind,  the  T.ajorlty  of 
whO"n  (because  of  their  Burrounlln.^s)  are  "'.ore,  not  less  afflicted 
than  she.  I think  "less  fortunate  than  she'*  would  cover  every  kind 
of  wor>  that  she  has  done.  i 

"a-e  A.  Last  sentence,  last  rararraph.  uhan^e  to  so-ir- 
thin^  like:  "She  has  tiade  several  trips  to  Furope  and  one  to  the 
Irlr  nt."  The  following  para~ra.  h is  now  tragically  out  of  date  and 
should  be  omitted.  The  business  about  the  order  of  Gt.  Sava  can 
re^Tialn. 


'^a^e  5*  bmlt  the  sentence  about  Tjovln^,  to  cstvort. 

Say  instead  "a  suburo  of  *’ew  York"  or  "in  the  country  near  Tew  Yord". 
City"  or  sOTiething  like  that.  No  point  in  broadcasting  her  aMress. 
Dmlt  "built  for  her"  in  describing  the  house.  After  all  the  house 
was  not  entirely  a gift,  as  this  see-ns  to  l’^ply. 

I a - not  sure  that  I would  Tientlon  the  biogra  hy  of 
Teacher.  Go-nething  ibout  the  v;ay  she  is  busying  herself  to  help  the 
blind  durin  the  war  Tiight  be  more  ap’.ropriate.  It  is  goin  , to  be  a 
lon^,  long,  long  tl-ne  before  the  book  on  Teacher  is  finished.  nole« 
did  not  -"ention  it  the  other  day.  If  she  has  not  been  working  on  it 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  might  be  something  like  "has 
te’^' orarlly  laid  aside  her  cherished  plan..."  etc. 

N 

At  the  very  end  of  the  pamphlet  there  should,  I think, 
be  a blbliogra'hy  singling  out  the  books  tlMit  are  most  helpful  to 
a person  studying  Helen’s  life.  These  are  The  Story  of  ’'y  Life,  The 
orld  I Live  In,  'idstr'^am,  and  (unlos;  I am  ’"istH’-en)  AS”  by  NBH. 
inly  thr-  books  still  in  print  a .d  therefore  readily  available  shouli 
be  ” ntloned. 


I'll  roi'ably  ot  v/ord  tonight  about  the  tickets  and 
will  irt  you  ’"nov/  right  away.  That  was  a grand  go  we  had  in  town  last 
weei" — I hope  there' il  be  lots  more  of  them  uhls  winter. 


)ur  love  to  the  throe  of  you. 


i 


January  12,  19^2 


De'irest  ''^olly. 


I aTi  a<=ndln3  your  brother's  iotcer  to  Ann 
and  r-'turnln^  Dr,  Love's  and  r>hilllpa'  to  you.  Iheso  are 
both  particularly  fine  and  I think  you  and  Helen  are 
very  fortunate  to  have  FhllllpB  behind  you, 

I did  not  after  all  ^^o  to  Georgia,  'elth  had 
a slisht  r-ilapse  and  I did  not  like  to  leave  him  an!  we 
still  havp  a hope  that  within  a few  weeks  Robert  will  be 
here  lon^  =noujh  to  go  with  uo,  the  "us"  moaning  that  I 
hope  'olth  can  go  too. 

vasn't  It  fun  on  Now  Year's  Gay?  ,o  thought 
the  play  perfectly  delightful — Robert  would  love  it.  Jake, 
by  the  way.  Insisted  upon  being  our  hoot  for  the  theater 
nart  of  the  evening,  .e'll  have  to  on  another  Jaunt 
soon,  but  for  various  reasons  life  is  so  uncertain  with  me 
at  the  moTsent  that  I don't  foel  that  I can  tie  myself 
down  to  a definite  date.  A matinee  would  be  fine,  but 
let's  wait  until  a little  later,  I have  another  book  In 
the  offing— at  lease  the  rubllahers  of  the  r<lpllng  have 
as’^ed  -"o  to  write  one  and  T am  trying  to  get  the  material 
lined  up  ro  I can  see  what  I think  of  the  plan,  I have 
joined  the  local  First  Aid  Gor.'s  (Red  uroso)  which  Is 
taring  a good  bit  of  time,  I am  learning  the  "orse  code 
and  trying  to  do  three  or  four  other  things — and  I haven't 
got  my  schedule  worked  out  very  well  yet.  At  any  rate 
we'll  have  lunch  together  one  day  soon  when  you  are  in 
town,  LiSt  me  >now  when. 


I am  glad  to  know  that  Andrea  is  married, 
che  will  bo  a lot  loss  forlorn.  That  was  a splendid 
quotation  from  the  Dean  of  Janterbury's  book.  I am  glad 
you  found. 


Jur  love  to  all  of  you. 


Forry  to  hear  Herbert  ic  not  feeling  so 
well.  I think  he  and  'elth  both  need  some  whiffs  of 

Foss  "ountaln  aijf. 


Januiry  15 » 19^2 


Dearest  ''oily, 


Tuesday  Is  one  of  the  days  when  I can't 
to  town.  I am  a member  of  our  Red  Cross  First  Aid  Corps 
here  aad  we  are  havln;^  a stretcher  drill  that  afternoon. 

I lon't  want  to  miss  it  because  I feel  woefully  unprepared 
for  the  work  that  may  have  to  be  done.  The  last  Tuesday 
In  January  Is  free,  but  all  Tuesdays  In  February  are  taken. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  entire  day  Is  devoted  to  the 
v,orr.B--only  a couple  of  hours  or  so— but  I would  rather 
not  50  to  town  on  the  days  when  It  comes,  k'e  are  not  so 
much  afraid  of  enemy  bombs  In  Garden  City  as  of  some  of 
own  bombers  crashing  donvn  on  us.  Ever  since  nows  of  tho 
Binkln.;s  yesterday  they  have  been  roaring  over  the  house. 
But  give  me  another  date  and  I'll  try  to  make  It. 

'*r.  ''ulr's  letters  seem  to  indicate  that 
some  communlcatloas  to  him  must  have  been  lost.  I am  sure 
that  "Let  Us  Have  Faith"  was  sent  to  him,  in  galleys,  I 
believe,  to  offer  to^lchel  Joseph.  Bettor  ask  ''rs.  Robins 
about  it  and  fiave  her  get  in  touch  with  him.  And  when  we 
have  lunch  let's  see  if  we  can't  get  her  ard  '’’rs.  Follard 
to  Join  us.  If  we  mot  at  the  Club  shortly  before  twelve 
we  could  have  a talk  before  they  arrived  at  12:30. 

It  is  -^rand  that  Helen's  portrait  is  going  to 
the  Fogs  '"UBois!!.  In  having  it  done  and  having  li,  so 
ad  irably  placed  I fe-'l  that  a big  job  has  been  attended  to 
and  a great  burden  removed  fr^n  everybody's  shoulders.  I 
only  wish  something  like  it  had  been  done  for  Teachor. 

''any  thanks  for  the  letters  and  the  Fortune 
suimrey  and  the  Soviet  paper.  I am  returning  the  letters 
for  your  files  and  in  time  will  return  the  other  things  11' 
you  want  them. 

I hope  Herbert  in  feeling  better  and  I hope 
to  see  you  all  soon. 

■‘•’y  love. 


r 

I 


V 


?'#»brue.ry  p,  19^2 


Donrpct  oily. 


1 ir  lni':  Holrn'e  letlor  bofiutlf ul.  i’he 
only  pocclbio  ativpree  orltlolem  I3  of  hor  uoe  of  thnt 
worxi  no  male  V in  tho  last,  iara3ra:h  ani  that,  le  a 
matter  0 ny  own  pereonal  prsjucllce.  I believe  roe- 
i'lent  hardln^  made  It  uy  out  of  hie  own  thlcV-  hoad 
ani  while  It  doee  fill  a no.^d,  It  hao  always  oeeoed  to 
mo  a distort  ion  of  the  ianjuaje.  I thln>  we  all  have 
preja-'-lces  aialntt  oor  aln  woSf'ds  and  this  harrene  to 
Do  one  of  mine*  Do  ma’-e  Helen  stay  in  bed  until  she 
is  entirely  rccove  ed,  'iou  must  both  oonsej-ve  every 
ounce  of  your  o-roiijth.  So  must  we  all. 

I thoU;iht  the  i reeident's  lette-  all 
it  should  be  ard  I 111  not  mean  that  day  that  he  waa 
entirely  without  allriuual  ouilltieo--!  Just  on't 
think  they  are  his  strong  point,  and  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war  1 thln"'^  we'd  b©  hand icaype-l  if  they  were. 

elth  le  in  Schenectady  to-lay  on 
baelneaa.  1*11  hln  about  'r.  tialrln  when  he  cot -a 
home.  I'm  jlad  you  decided  not  to  do  anything;  about 
th®  bust,  .'heie  la  too  much  olee  that  Is  urg  ent.  I 
wai.t  to  hear  all  about  your  visit  with  oollcott  and 
hO'.e  we  can  ^et  to^jethor  a_.aln  before  lor^;. 

vy  love  to  all  of  you, 


I am  returriln^j  Kelfmn's  lett-^  to  ''r. 
’'aoLolBh— I'll  return  'r,  i'.alpln'e  after  • eith  has 
seen  it.  He  will  be  oaeV  tonight  or  In  the  mom  in j. 


t 


^qiTL. 


Q^. 


Doaroot.  olly» 

Vathlnj;  iolro  on  rayin_;  for  the  lunch.  It's 
xy  turri.  Ycu  oau  lo  it  n^'jtt  tixe  If  you  want  to. 

I have  been  In  bod  v/lth  a cold— daxn  It. 
loo  xuoh  ^xclterent,  I suppose,  .iobe  t sp  nt  aster 
"-unlay  with  ua  and  on  ''oriday  nif;ht  elth  Ja’>-e  and  I 
had  dinner  with  hlii  on  board  his  deatroyorl  .ill  tell  you 
all  about  It  wnen  I see  you.  Ho  has  onco  -nox’e  dlsappeartid 
Into  space. 

The  Klpllnj;  oooks  are  here.  Do  you  want  xe 
to  autO;^rti''h  them  to  any  particular  persona  or  just  In 
-general?  If  particular,  I'd  li’'’e  the  na,nes.  A.rvl  when  I 
return  thex  I'll  send  an  for  Jo  Davidson. 


e He. 


"ore  later.  I ax  stl.Ll  a bit  on  the  woobly 
”y  love  to  you  all. 


ONE  ELEVEN  FIFTH  STREET 


GARDEN  CITY,  N.  Y. 


Av.rll  37,  1942 


Dearnst 

I'll  try  to  -et  your  books  off  uot.g  t-l-ne 
toiiorrow.  And  ploaso  don't  bother  about  the  Jo  Oavldson. 

You  handled  it  exactly  rl^ht,  Ann  sent  me  the  inclocod. 

I’he  buet  looks  very  like  Helen,  I think,  ard  I am  crazy 
to  BOO  it.  I am  returning  Mr.  Davldaon'e  nice  letter.  Xou 
will  want  to  keep  it. 

I saw  ’’'isB  Cornell  in  Card  Ida  some  years 
amo  and  liked  it  bo  much  that  I'd  lox'-e  to  see  it  a.,ain 
except  that  I am  having  imither  an  odd  time  with  myself. 

I've  been  riinninj,  straai;,e  tempeimiturcB  (and  feelin^  like 
hell)  and  I've  j^ot  to  ^et  it  stral3htened  out  before  I 
can  do  much.  Our  doctor  says  it  may  be  the  _host  of 
the  malaria  I had  in  my  childhood — it  will  take  five 
days  before  he  can  tell— and  if  so  a sj^ot  of  quinine  and 
a few  other  thln-^s  till  clear  it  up.  I hope  it  1g 
malaria  because  it  will  be  comparatively  easy  to  treat. 

■'ore  on  fnls  later. 

The  doorman  at  the  rvarvartl  Club  was  dlstresax 
distr  isseti  aoout  the  books,  everybody  there  was  relieved 
whon  they  were  found.  The  trouble  was  they  didn't  look 
like  books. 

I hope  to  see  you  the  week  after  next--maybe 
sooner  but  I can't  count  on  it. 


Love  to  you  all. 


rll  22,  19^2 


Denrost.  ' oily, 

rho  J and  1-1  a r-ai’-i  noanla  enchant ln_r,  and 
I'd  love  to  do  It.  I thin'r  I'll  be  all  rlj;ht  then.  I a-r. 
ta>ln3  nine  little  pllla  a day--three  white,  alx  _rocn-- 
and  already  they  see-n  to  be  havlnj  sijir.e  effect.  The 
te-nperature  Is  levelling  off  (I  pause  to  'rnoev  on  wood) 
and  I ani  feeling  better. 

I'll  sand  Ann  3ert's  card  ani  she  will 
return  It.  I 'rnow  ahe'll  oe  terribly  interested. 

'•.hat  arc  you  30103  to  -wear  on  'ay  1-- 

suit  or  dress? 


'y  loye  to  all  of  you. 


s 
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Ill  Fifth  .;-treet.  Garden  City,  N.X. 
December  26,  19^2 


Dearest  ^olly, 

e have  Just  finished  listenlnr,  to  the  oroadoast.  ,e 
ail  thou^iht  It  quite  good.  Bertha  loved  It,  arel  I lT.agino  the  Berthas 
all  over  the  country  agreed  with  her. 

)n  the  off  ch'.nce  thit  you  have  not  seen  It,  1 ax  sending 
you  the  Daily  -lews  Review  of  EHD  THRFE  .‘,1.  I ‘ IS.  -Ul  the  reviews  I 
have  seen  have  oeen  excellent.  This  production  'nal'^es  cl -ar  what 
ratharlne  Cornell  and  Guthrie  ‘'cClintlc  arc  doing  for  the  Axerlcan 
theater,  a 'hing  xore  thrilling  than  any  single  performance  she 
could  ever  give,  no  matter  how  brilliant.  That  "onday  was  a perfect 
day,  long  to  be  remexbered.  Sorry  you  had  such  a strenuous  time 
af tera-zards.  I came  on  home  and  Ann  follov^ed  soon  afterv-.rds,  but  on 
the  way  to  town  on  .edneaday  she  fell  on  the  ice  and  injured  her 
right  aim.  ,;e  thou  ht  it  v/as  broken,  but  it  was  only  very  badly 
bruised.  The  doctor  prescribed  cold  salts  racks  and  it  is  coming  on 
nicely  and  I think  will  be  all  right  by  '’ond  ty.  The  snow  and  ice 
simply  terrifies  her  and  I think  she'll  stay  indoors  until  ^he  sllo- 
wal’’-s  are  clear. 

If  you  and  Helen  are  c.ynlng  to  town  any  day  next  week, 
let  us  know  and  ‘-e'll  sec  if  we  can't  round  uo  the  boys  for  dinner, 
looert's  laryngitis  is  still  troubling  him  a little  and  Jake  had  a 
slight  cold,  but  1 think  they'll  both  oe  topside  up  by  tomorrow. 

Robert  is  crazy  about  his  new  ship.  **e  says  he'll  have  an  escort 
meet  us  at  the  gate  to  the  Brooklyn  wavy  Yard  the  day  of  the 
cOT.mlso lonlng.  He  v;ill  send  us  cards.  I ax  h.avln(j  cards  sent  to  dancy 
and  kauharine  and  to  x.y  friend  atherlne  Conant  and  her  two  boys  here 
in  'arden  City.  That  Is  all.  Damned  exclusive  party.  I hope  we  have  a 
goiM  day  for  it.  The  Conant  boys  will  be  ta 'cn  out  of  school  for  the 
occasion. 

The  nrosents  ware  all  lovely,  .e  began  our  Christmas 
dinner  yesterday  with  the  Juice  sinners  filled  with  tomato  uice  and 
decor'ited  with  raraloy.  In  themselves  they  were  decoration  enough  for 
anybody's  tHole.  I 'now  an  excellent  man  in  Hempstead,  an  Armenian, 

4»ho  can  take  are  of  the  two  little  places  on  the  rug.  You  won't  be 
able  to  tell  there  was  ever  a flaw  in  it  when  he  is  through  with  It, 
arvd  he  is  most  reasonable  in  his  charges.  The  pattern  and  colors  are 
artloularly  lovely — we  laid  it  out  ycsterdxy  where  we  could  all 
enjoy  It.  The  broom  is  su:  erb.  It  go  s to  Foes  ’^'t.  whci‘c  it  will 
enter  the  service  of  the  Fr‘-n>lin  stove  in  the  i.nnex.  It  1^.  so  soun’ly 
made  I think  it  v.'lli  last  as  long  as  the  stove  does,  bay  oil  this  to 
‘'.orbort  for  me  nnd  tell  him  it  has  been  a long  time  since  I have 
seen  him. 

I saw  the  A Vo  photo  .raph  of  nelen  in  the  Times.  Very 
ood,  I thought,  one  of  my  o<st  fx'londs  1;-  In  -Vie  publicity  de‘ art  ent 
u'  shero. 

1 ' -.i.  e toll  the  ,ru'  one  how  uch  v.e  enjoyed  seclnj; 

our  horn  ti  t it  will  ha  -n  a aln  ;.oon. 

.'ur  reat  Love  '-o  every  ) o'*  of  v,->u. 


the'n  ariil  ex 


'll  4-3 


■ell,  dearest  Helen  and  “oily,  it  was  a dayl — almost  too  nmoh  of  a 
day  for  one  set  of  twenty-four  hours.  Vhen  I loft  you  I staggered 
over  to  the  H rvard  Club  to  wait  for  the  boys,  .-'atharlne  Conant  too> 
the  5:29  for  Garden  City.  Fortunately,  I had  nearly  an  hour  to 
collect  myself  before  Robert  turned  up.  Jake  Joined  us  about  fifteen 
minutes  later  and  we  had  a nice,  quiet  family  dinner,  with  everybody 
olnij  home  soon  afterwards  to  ^ot  to  bed  early.  It  has  been  very 
interesting  to  watch  the  transf ormatlon  In  Robert.  All  the  Copacaoana 
•art  Is  gone;  he  thinks  of  nothing  but  the  ship  and  getting  to  sea 
a aln.  The  Copacabar.a  business  will  come  back  in  full  strength  as 
soon  as  ho  returns  from  another  voyage— I never  understood  so  well 
before  how  essential  that  release  is. 

I cannot  tell  you  how  touched  and  pleased  he  was  by  all  the  trouble 
you  arai  Hel^n  took  to  get  there.  He  Is  crazy  about  you.  Tolly,  and 
never  misses  a chance  to  say  so.  As  for  Helen,  he  has  the  world's 
reverence,  but  In  addition,  a warm  feeling  that  she  Is  his  frierd. 
Jake  said  last  nl -ht  that  on  shlpboaj?d  someone  asked  him  why  ‘'Iss 
'eller  was  rresent,  and  Jake  said,  "She  is  a friend  of  my  sister's." 
Robert  said,  "I  hope  you  said  she  was  my  friend  too."  And  Jake  said 
he  did.  Robert  was  so  pleased  with  what  Helen  said  to  him  Just  before 
she  left  that  he  would  like  it  written  down,  he  said  if  he  had  it  in 
a letter  he  could  post  it  on  the  ship — Just  a very  short  note,  for 
these  are  terse,  hard,  fighting  men.  You  know  I don't  ask  Helen  to  do 
things,  but  I mention  this  because  I '-'now  she  will  want  to  do  it. 

Robert  says  hie  real  speech  will  come  when  he  assembles  the  men  on 
deck  with  no  civilians  around.  I wish  we  could  hear  that  one  too, 
but  we'll  have  to  imagine  it.  He  said  last  night  th.at  when  you  left 
ho  hai  a feeling  that  he  had  forgotten  something  he  wanted  to  say. 

He  remembered  it  later.  It  was:  "Say  hello  to  Herbert  for  mel" 

If  you  come  to  town,  be  sure  to  go  to  the  "useum  of  ''odern  Vrt  to 
see^  'atharlne'e^portrait.  ''aybe  we  can  see  the  exhibit  tO;_  ether,  but 
don't  wait  for  me.  There  are  other  worth  while  items  there,  I under- 
stand, and  they  will  all  be  on  view  until  some  time  later  in  *>anuary. 

This  morning  I am  writing  Robert's  daughter  an  account  of  the  day. 

I got  from  him  last  night  a copy  of  his  speech,  minus  a raragra:h 
aoout  Co-'mo^iore  otockton,  which  he  left  out  because  btockton  had 
already  been  v;ell  mentioned,  and  an  outline  of  the  program.  I am 
se.'dlng  you  and  Helen  a copy  of  both. 

I hope  you  were  not  took  worn  out  when  you  c^ot  home  last  night.  I 
feel  as  If  I had  been  on  a tremendous  binge  and  will  have  to  have 
several  days  to  recover. 

"I'e  all  send  our  love — and  next  time  we  meet  in  town,  let's  do 
something  very  quiet,  with  no  emotions  involved. 


Tver  and  ever  yours 


Dearest  ?olly. 


iZ  I ^ '2.  <3~y 


I Tailed  the  letter  to  Vr.  Dubov,  but  I a-a  returning  to 
you  for  further  thought  the  card  addreesed  to  Dr.  Llnde-aan.  There  are 
gooi  na-ies  among  the  sponeors,  but  It  1b,  after  all,  a blind  endorBement 
because  we  don't  ’'■now  what  their  program  Is.  I thinly  It  Is  much  wiser 
for  Helen  not  to  do  It.  Dozens  and  dozens  of  these  things  come  up 
every  year,  and  If  she  glv<^s  her  name  to  one,  she  will  have  a hard  ulme 
refusing  others.  Except  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind,  I think  she  had 
better  stay  off  endorsements  unless  she  Is  to  h^ve  an  active  part  In 
the  work  done  by  the  organization  or  group  that  asks  It.  But  she  can 
make  her  own  final  decision  oh  this,  .hatever  she  does,  everybody  knov.s 
always  that  her  heart  is  In  the  right  place.  > 

"''r.  Raymond's  article  I found  intensely  Interesting — I 
see  nothin;:^:  In  it  that  anyone  could  object  to.  It  confirms  other  im- 
nresslons  I had  had  of  ''.r.  Anagnos.  The  whole  Howe  connection  came  to 
feel  that  the  erkins  Institution  belonged  to  them  and  not  to  the 
eoole.  That  was  one  reason  why  they  turned  completely  away  from  the 
family  and  selected  ‘-'r.  Allen  as  successor  to  ana^nos.  I hope  vr. 
Raymond's  book  la  published. 

I am  keeping  the  refugee's  letter  for  a few  days.  If 
Robert  and  Jake  are  out  for  the  week-end,  as  I hope,  1 want  them  to 
read  It. 


I have  been  terribly  Interested  in  all  the  reviews  of 
The  Three  Glsters.  '’adame  Litvinov's  still  seems  to  me  one  of  the  best. 


Must  get  back  to  my  desk  now.  I am  miles  behind, 
"'y  love  to  you  all. 


J ^3 


I 


Dearest  "oily, 


Helen's  letter  to  Robert  is  beautiful. 
He  anpreciated  it  no  end.  She  can  be  as  forceful  as 
anyone  in  her  brief  messaj^cs,  and  much  more  so  than 
most.  It  is  only  when  she  tioes  on  at  too  much  length 
that  she  gets  tangled  in  words.  Robert  still  hones 
for  a nhotograph  of  Helen — it  can  go  simply  to  the 
Stockton,  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  ne  and  Jake  were  hero 
for  ti.e  week-end,  and  we  sat  up  until  two  o'clock- 
on  Saturday  night.  This  will  be  his  last  trip  to 
Garden  City,  but  I "lay  see  him  once  more  in  New 
York  before  he  shoves  off. 

katharine^wrote  him  a deli.^tful 
letter.  It  too>  us  a long  time  to  decipher  it,  but 
we  finally  did. 


Our  charming  driver  is  ‘'iss 
Elizabeth  ’'illhiser,  465  '^ark  Avenue.  I believe  that 
is  the  Ritz  Tov/er.  That  is  her  own  station  wagon 
and  she  buys  her  own  gas  for  all  these  trips  she 
-fiakes.  It  isn't  in  the  least  necessary  for  lielen  to 
send  her  a nhoto  -.raoh,  but  I knov/  she  would  treasure 
it. 


Don  was  here  yesterday  and  last  night. 
Ve  enjoy  these  little  visits  of  his.  He  spends  a 
;.reat  deal  of  his  time  now  tr-ivelling  between  Boston 
and  New  York. 


■'*y  lo/e,  as  always. 


JanuHry  2,  1943 


Dearest  '^olly, 

"because  I Ihlni?  you''JSn"iant”S“eL^Si?™T“'‘^  -iatharlno' e 
alons  a little  nXte  oartr^f "" 

away).  I thought  it  so  very  nice  of  her  to  write  it. 

/ 

taken  Ann  to  the  train.  She  waH 
f®®  a,-jain.  On  Wednesday  she  had  a 

bad  fall  on  the  ice--did  not  break  anything,  but  the  rla-ht 
was  hideously  bruised.  Fever  and  swelling  developed?  but 
ohe  doctor  prescribed  cold  salts  packs,  which  were  whtt  we 
had  been  using,  and  it  is  perfectly  all  ri^t  noJ!  shf 

b?St  ga^;  her  what 

she  needed  most--a  good  rest.  ^ 

beiimro  hcb  to- is  practically  not  having  holidays.  I 

^ ^ S *"*  bhe  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard 

Janu?rr9^orio  cotninlsslonlng  will  come  aLut 

^ posted.  Ja’-e  had  to  go 

so  ^ conference  at  General  Electric, 

wori^on  ?L  ® scattered.  Robert  had  to 

wor..  on  Jan.  1.  None  of  us  sat  up  for  the  New  Year. 

It's  terribly  LpSLnt!:' 

uch  love  to  the  household  from  all  of  us. 


I 

' I ^ 

Dearest  oliy. 

This  rsornlng  I almost  feel  as  If  1 hadn't  seen  you  and 
Helen  at  all,  that  the  whole  ^hlng  was  ITre  meetlnsi:  In  a railroad 
station  when  we  were  running  In  opposite  directions  to  catch  a tr;  1.  . 
Wo  mart  meet  oftener  and  longer.  And  I think  we  must  go  to  Uarx-let. 

\ matinee  Is  the  best  tine  for  me  and  I fancy  for  you  too.  i^arrlet 
has  one  on  Thursdaye  and  Saturdays.  "Ither  day  would  do  for  me  but 
I'd  need  to  vnow  a little  hhead  of  time. 

It  will  take  me  a few  days  to  j^et  the  infonatlon  I need 
about  Helen's  trying  for  hospital  woidc  but  I'll  send  it  along  as  soon 
as  I can. 


The  only  book  I see  on  the  list  Helen  gave  me  yesterday 
that  I think  she  might  deeply  enjoy  reading  Is  the  ^elected  "oems  of 
Vachel  Lindsay.  If  they  have  chosen  his  best  there  are  some  very 
fine  things  In  it. 

There  Is  no  point  In  going  to  the  American  .calemy  of 
•rts  ’nd  etters  show  unless  you  particularly  want  to.  '^illes  is  a 
good  aculptoTK  and  the  Van  V.yc’^  Brooks  and  Klmer  Davis  tai's  ought  to 
be  r tb-r  interesting,  but  If  there  is  anything  world-shaking  in  these 
they  will  be  ubllshed  somewhere. 

That  is  a terribly  nice  letter  from  '-'r.  Lyall  but  I am 
afraid  that  ^.ettlng  the  manuscrlrt  from  Doubleday 's  may  bring  on 
quite  a lot  of  work  for  you  and  Helen  both  without  bringing  any 
reward  either  to  ycu  or  to  him.  "y  advice  would  be  to  forget  It— if 
you  can,  but  of  course  you  may  have  reraonal  reasons  for  wanting  to 
go  on  with  it. 


The  virus  in  my  back  has  ap:.'arently  decided  to  get 
worse  bef  re  it  ,^ets  better--hence  this  bad  typing — but  if  it  is 
on  schedule,  it  Is  due  to  clear  up  alon^  about  tomorrow. 

Re  Harriet.  If  you  will  let  mo  know  when  you  can  go.  I'll 
try  to  get  tickets  for  us.  ould  Helen  like  to  go  too? 


"y  love  to  you  all. 


Nearest  oily, 

I was  alTost  too  pxcltod  to  el^^ep  last  ni  tht  ovpr 
the  i res:  ect  of  helon  belns  a Gray  Lady.  See^s  to  me  she  warbom 
to  be  one.  They  are  the  morale  builders,  the  chin  kee'  er  un  ora 
ar^  ail  that  kind  of  thing.  They  work  in  the  'nilltary‘'ho8oitalB’ 
and  arc  esnoclally  valuable  when  a -^an  has  a lon^  coKvaleecencI 
or  a personal  proolera  that  is  difficult  to  solvef 


course  consists  of  fifteen  lectures  of  about 

lectures  deal  chiefly  with  psychoioy 
and  at  the  end  there  is  an  exa-ninatlon,  then  twenty-four  hours  of 
probation  work,  then  a proT.ise  to  do  a mlnl-num  of  150  hours  a year 
in  a hosrl^l.  One  eight-hour  day  out  of  every  week  would  rfive 
more  than  400  hours  of  service.  The  wor>  doesn’t  have  to  be  done  ' 

gives  an  idea  of  how  much  tl-ne  it  would  take. 

The  Gray  Lady  has  a gray  cotton  uniform  and  a veil  (cost  for  this 
is  9bout  -6.00)  and  is  entitled  to  wear  the  Hed  Cross  outdoor 
unlfom,  cost  of  which  varies.  The  outdoor  uniform  is  not 
oblliatory,  only  the  gray  one  to  wear  inside  the  hospital. 


The  work  varies  with  the  need  of  the  hospital.  The 
Gray  ^ady  that  I tal’^od  to  last  night  had  opont  th<?  day  at 
■Itchel  Field  arranging  in  vases  and  dlstributln  - to  the  wards 
the  tom.  of  flowers  that  some  of  the  New  Xork  florists  had  sent 
out  for  Faster.  Others  were  helping.  On  a lot  of  the  work  you, 
r-olly,  would  be  as  good  as  Helen,  and  you  might  decide  that  you 
wantM  to  take  the  course  right  along  with  her.  Jn  the  other  hand 
it  might  be  too  strenuous  for  you. 


thought  of  Helen  in  the  hos  Itals  in  a gray 
^iform  and  veil  le.  almost  more  than  I can  bear.  It  would  be  as 
Important  as  any  work  she  has  ever  done  and  I do  not  believe  the 
Foundation  could  object,  since  it  would  build  straight  into  what 
she  is  already  doin’,  for  them.  Gut  we  must  not  let  our  eagerness 
run  away  with  us.  I want  to  find  out  the  a e limit,  the  ;hyelcal 
test,  etc.,  how  frequently  the  lectures  come,  etc.,  etc.  I ’'now 
Helen  could  give  the  lectux’ee  herself  and  r.robably  hand  out  better 
ones  than  she  will  hear,  but  I thln’^  It  would  be  fine  for  her  to 
gO  Dtralight  through  the  course  like  iiny  other  woman.  With  her 
breadth  of  vision  she  might  have  suggestions  that  would  be  of 
1-^'ense  value  to  the  whole  organization.  .'Vnd  besides,  this  is  the 
only  way  to  earn  the  unifonn. 


The  wor’'  is  voluntary,  not  paid,  and . the  item  of 
ex'  ense  must  be  taken  into  consideration.  You  would  have  no  difficulty 
is  gettln.  an  allowance  of  as  for  goln  to  aid  from  the  hos’^ltal 
but  you  have  to  ay  for  it  yourself.  The  wor”'  will  be  time- consuming 
and  heart-consuming  and  we  must  be  practical,  st  this  point  I should 
say  write  to  orman  Davis  instead  of  the  resident — you  v;a;it  nothing 
that  '-’ill  Tm’"0  look  like  a bid  for  ubllcity.  in  fact,  I think 
there  should  be  no  publicity  until  Helen  is  in  uniform — you\Lttcr 
come  Just  a minute  ago  with  the  draft  of  Helen's  and  I have  changed 
my  •'•ind,  about  her  writing  to  both  Davis  ,ar<d  the  resident.  She 
should.  But  let's  wait  ill  I get  the  full  data  in  and  see  what  rules 
have  to  oe  waived.  Then  maybe  the  letter  to  Uie  resident  1 ill  oe 

t>ken  the  -erf ect  lino— she  always  does, 
for  t'^  r choc’  , my  love,  arid  >ee  our  .Mrt  on.  :^Xi 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  April  28,  19^3 


Oeareet  Polly, 


The  ajje  ll-r-.it  for  the  Gray  Ladies  Is  21  to  50.  The 
Iccxtures  for  instruction  usually  co^e  about  twice  a week.  The 
•DiniTJUT!  nuTiber  of  hours  of  service  per  year  is  100  instead  of  150, 

The  applicant  has  to  pass  a physical  examination.  1 think  this  is 
about  all  the  preliminary  information  that  is  needed.  Some  over- 
zealous  liiot  over  at  iled  Gross  Headquarters  in  ’'inoola  at  once 
wrote  ’-^rc.  Parsons  who  is  head  of  the  North  Atlantic  District  to 
ask  about  Helen's  Joinlns  up  and  I believe  IntLmated  th;it  she  wanted 
to  wor>  'only  anontj  the  blind  and  that  she  did  not  want  to  take  the 
course.  I am  sorry  about  this — I had  mentioned  Helen's  name  in  tlie 
Interest  of  goal  service — but  If  there  Is  a;.y  trouble  from  it  it  can 
be  straightened  out.  They  said  ’'rs.  Parsons  would  write  to  -Helen 
direct,  but  I think  Helen  is  now  In  a position  to  write  her  own 
letters — to  the  ^resident  and/or  to  Norman  Davis,  Just  as  Xk  she 
likes,  and  the  only  favor  she  has  to  ask,  as  I see  it  is  that  the 
age  limit  be  waived  and  that  the  usual  concessions  be  made  about  her 

standing  the  examlnntlon.  She  has  already  taken  the  right  tack her 

heart  dictated  that--and  all  she  has  to  do  now  Is  to  make  her 
request  definite.  1 am  returning  the  letters  and  1 think  now  the  sooner 
she  gets  them  off  the  better. 

1th  my  love,  ever  and  ever. 


■'ay  4,  1943 


Dearest  ally, 

I thin!'  the  final  paragrR-oh  quite  as  beautiful  ae  the 
reot  jf  Helen's  letter — I'll  be  oa,j;er  to  know  the  results.  I lieiird 
a sad  story  y''3t'riaj'  of  a 20-y ear-old  who  has  been  oraujht  back 
to  Staten  Island  fro<^  North  Africa,  a shell-shock  case,  rerfecoly 
all  rlsht  In  the  daytl"ne,  perfectly  wild  at  nl^t.  There  ..til  be 
•?any,  frqny  t>.are  of  the  some  '^'ind. 

Howard  Chandler  Christy  does  very  well  with  society 
woren.  T'.elon  .is  not  his  type  but  he  'nl-jht  find  her  a v/elcoae 
relief.  Xhore  would  bo  no  harr.  in  having  him  'UA'<e  her  portr;ilt--ln 
fact  it  rin,ht  be  very  nice — but  you  need  not  <^xneGt  anythin^,  like 
’r.  Tack's.  I'd  If'e  to  see  ''r.  Tack's  aj^aln  to  see  if  it  is  really 
as  300d  as  I thin’"  it  is. 

It  would  oe  a 50 od  pl.an  for  ht^len  to  send  one  or  two 
of  her  books--auto^rai;hed--to  F riends  of  the  ‘ Idd  Le  Boi’der.  it  lojkr. 
ir'e  a good  little  acorn  of  culture  and  -nay  j^row  into  60.'ethin{;j 
Ir'^'^nsely  v.-orth  while. 

In  roles  through  the  par  era  on  r.y  ViOrk  table  this 
Tiomlng  I diecovor^d  thnt  I am  away  behind  In  the  things  1 
should  h^ve  returned  to  you.  I am  bundlin_i  them  all  Into  this 
envelope.  I “njoy«?d  every  one  of  the'ti,  especial  Ly  the  letter  from 
’-'IsB  Hess. 

Vhat  stories  you  pick  up  in  a hospital I I have  oeen 
polnj  over  to  the  Passau  jounty  Bellevue — ’'eadowbroo>  — every 
*'onday.  I'll  toll  you  about  It  when  I see  you. 

Don't  to  .any  -'Ore  trouble  aoout  the  'Hai'rlet" 
tlcrete.  If  it  is  that  much  of  a hit  wo  can  wait  until  fall.  Hut 
I must  see  you  and  Helen,  /ve  expect  to  ;^et  off  .around  the  20th  or 
21st,  but  if  Keith's  des.k  ^ets  clear  and  we  have  a ^^ood  run  of 
weather  we  may  go  earlier. 

I don't  think  I told  you  that  • aui  Ber.:,e,  yoiin_.e6t  son 
of  ou.r  nearest  nel  dibor  in  ono^irvllle,  the  one  th^t  has  the  house 
vdla  .onally  across  the  road  goln;^  up  the  hill,  was  kllle<.1  In  ••n 
airplane  accident  in  Ge.orgla  In  'arch,  t.e  was  In  the  arriy. 

o ord  froa  Robert.  Sometilmes  I ,_,et  jittery  about  io 
but  I 'nov?  It  ay  be  many  months.  liis  home  port  may  be  In  'ui  laud 
or  orth  Africa. 

-ertba's  youngret  son--dld  I tell  you?  — is  ,ith  uhe 
inf.autry  in  orth  Africa. 


‘.ots  .jf  love. 


Snovvllle,  n.H.,  Jet.  3,  1943 


Dearest  oily. 


It  was  good  to  hoar  fro-n  you  and  to  irnoi-  thvt  you  and 
Helen  are  bac'-^  ho'ne,  I hone  to  see  you  before  I go  to  jeorgla.  ie 
are  holding  off  a lit,  tie  on  that  to  see  If  Robert  can’t  join  us. 

He  thought  he  night  be  in  port  ajain  sone  tine  e^rly  In  Novenber. 

e have  not  yet  decided  when  to  leave  here.  Yesterday  after  a week 
of  pain  I had  an  abscessed  v^lsdo"  tooth  extracted.  Jf  course  it  Is 
still  sore  this  nomlng  but  I think  this  nay  have  been  one  reason 
why  I have  been  so  'uch  under  par  for  so  long  and  I an  expecting  to 
take  a new  lease  on  life  within  the  next  day  or  two. 

I don't  know  what  to  say  about  the  letter  to  De.ltt 
allace  except  thn  t I do  not  think  Helen  should  send  this  particular 
one.  I never  read  the  Digest — have  never  liked  it— but  I do  want  to 
read  the  'ax  Kastnan  article.  Gould  you  send  it  to  nc?  The  last 
thing  on  earth  Helen  wants  is  to  get  Into  an  argument  with  .allace 
but  she  has  certainly  got  to  send  him  a firm  answer.  Gan  she 
think  of  three  or  f our  mople  or  even  more  who  would  be  competent 
to  answer  "'r.  '•'astman?  I'll  try  to  get  the  article  here  but  I 
haven't  mucii  hope  of  it.  I know  he  hasn't  the  last  word  on  Russia 
and  ' ersonally  I don't  believe  anybody  has,  which  1s  al  1 the  more 
reason  for  doing  what  Helen  suggests  and  publishing  all  sides. 

There  was  after  all  so-^ething  more  to  Helen's 
res Ir^n  tl on  from  the  Rescue  ship  than  simply  realizing  that  she 
had  not  time  for  th.at  and  her  work  for  the  blind  too.  I have  for- 
gotten exactly  how  she  expressed  it  but  It  might  be  worth  while  to 
get  th  t Issue  of  the  f Im os  .and  repeat  it  word  for  word.  I ’•now  It 
was  well  done. 


Don  1s  back  In  tJie  United  St.ates  after  three  months 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  iN’ortli  \frlca.  he  has  been  transferred  from 
-he  k.I.T.  Lao  to  general  Arnold's  staff  in  vashlngton  an.l  ttiinks 
he  will  be  going  to  the  South  ' acif ic  before  long,  se  are  oxgectlng 
hLm  here  on  the  mountain  next  week,  -.'e  haven't  seen  him  yet. 

The  article  about  "orris  ‘^rkey's  trip  on  the 
Stockton  Is  due  to  appear  In  hlbertv  very  soon.  ”lght  keep  an  eye 
out  for  then  (I  an  not  sure  v/h  ethe  r there  Is  -noro  th«i  one)  — but 
at  any  rate  I'll  m.-C'e  Kxrx  cert  In  tb  t you  h.ave  tlimm. 


tooth. 


If  any  of  this  sounds  Incoherent,  blare  it  on  the 


Jur  love  to  all  of  you, 


;ct  3bf»r  1^3,  19^3 


Do  reet  - 0.U7  , 


it,. 


, , , articl  R ciTp  lad  l h ive  rc-vi 

-allace  In  hi:',  loti  -r  to  nelrn  s.caVB  jf  u.h  "cinpir  nr.d 
Indub.l table  facte  loout  Hut  sin  which  'r.  -•>i8t’>an  recounte  " The 
joeeoun  le  njl  eo  ,uch  ao  ,f  t,l»  moor,  rot  SS'  r ’ 

-ast'an  ruts  u on  tlio-n,  for  hit  article  la  very  larf^Riy  «wr  xade 
uo  or  hie  01-n  o iniore.  J think  It  hae  been  slLenin„i  to^a-r^e 

nZr.  1 have  fawned  u on  i<ue..la  since  sr.c  joined  our 

Bidr  Juat  aa  it  was  aickenlng  to  see  how  they  h.ad  aboiluteLy 
nothlnjj  ^ool  to  cay  of  her  ud  to  that  tl  o.  ^ 

Iho  last  thing  hoi  on  wants  to  do  is  to  ,ct  into 
o controv-rey  with  ..ailacc  or  anyone  olse  on  Dovl- t Kur.sia.  No 
one,  and  I -eon  literally  no  one,  truly  >nown  whit  Is  h an  ten!  np- 
there  now  and  th»os.  e who  were  In  uasla  bef'ore  " ‘ ^ 

war  are  only  a little  better  off  than  anyoody 


this  BOGond  world 
else.  Uni  or  the 
tlier  than  denuncla- 
to  roid  ve:y thing 


clrcunDtances  what  we  want  is;  unierstani  Ing  r , 
fielen  and  other  ■'eopl.e  v'ho  are  too  busy 
have  der-eniod  u on  the  dealer’s  i cat:  they  c i.inot  any  longer 
if  It  is  to  give  diatribes  r-ther  Urian  f -eta.  her  strong  ..oint 
13  that  she  wants  onll.iyhtranment  on  the  i-hole  lituatlon.  She 
snould  not  wor'-'  herself  into  a corner  here  she  coe-ns  to  oc  say  in 
that  everybody  ho  does  not  agree  v.ith  her  io  coc’'-eycd.  ^he  Is  '' 
''^^*'^^•^£5  t,he  truth--08  we  all  arc  who  are  not  too 
blinded  oy  nrejudicf^ — ;nd  a na  azine  which  res  tfi  its  full  case 
uron  ’ax  '.ast-nan  is  certainly  not  giving  the  full  truth.  She  j-,n 
e^nhaslze  again  wh  t che  said  in  the  ri-nes  about  being  a alow 
-'oid'-er,  out  she  must  not  nlace  hernol  f a^ong  the  "bleGsed"  who 
already  <:nov>  the  whole  truth.  ;'!o  one  can  claim  th  t.  ner  first 
letter  made  .-.allace  uncfi-ey.  The  amount  of  srace  he  devoted  to 
Mb  annw-r  aad  the  general  tone  of  it  shows  it.  .v  brief,  dl  /ilfied 
letter  from  her  will  be  <all  thit  Is  nece.  sary,  I thln'^,  a.'tl  lt 
•-  ill  on  much  more  effective  if  nhe  avoids  dogmatlcm.  o’ 11  talk 
about  UD  and  allace  when  wo  et  to  ■ ther . 


I shall  - rohab ly  not  see  you  until  I return  from 
xeorgla.  i reach  dairlen  City  on  Jet.  ?5,  I©  ve  for  hone  on  oct. 
27,  and  do  not  know  how  long  I shall  be  •'•■’ay.  If  Hubert  Joinc  uo 
a few  days  alter  we  re  ch  D ablln.  I’ll  come  d-!c>  1th  him. 


Lotc  of  love  to  you  all. 


1 •tl’  returning  all  the  docu-ente  in  ;li  : c'ce,  since 
elen  will  r.e-<i  them. 


Novcnbor  23,  19^3 


Df>ari“nt,  3lly, 


I am  returning  your  check.  That  was  my  lunch.  And  I'd 
love  to  have  lunch  with  you  on  Dec.  A at  the  Japanese  restaumnt, 
only  wouldn't  the  Harvard  Club  be  a little  more  convenient  to  the 
theater— Jthello  ia  playing  ri^ht  down  the  same  street.  In  case 
we  choose  t".e  latter  rlace  I'll  let  you  pay  for  the  luncheon  if  you 
like.  Just  let  me  ''■now. 

1 acree  with  Helen  that  ^.allace's  letter  la  weak  but 
I’d  dro*^  t'-'^e  whole  Uilng.  Hia  statement  aoout  Helen's  being  in  the 
wing  of  the  aoclallat  movement  which  doesn't  ut  human  liberty  and 
human  clndness  in  a prlmorv  place  is  perfectly  ridiculous,  but  if 
his  ridiculous  eta  ementa  were  all  anawered  the  correem.ondence  would 
continue  into  eternity.  I am  returning  the  latter  for  your  files. 

Jn  Boris  jodunov  I think  I'd  better  be  counted  out. 

It  la  unbelievable  how  much  r'^clng  around  I am  having  to  do  to 
get  myself  straightened  out — and  all  of  it  commlicated  by  appointmenta 
with  the  dentist,  the  doctor,  the  oculist,  the  optician,  etc.  1 
am  rutting  on  the  brakes  until  after  Christmas. 

So  glad  you  enjoyed  Othello.  I have  heard  various 
reactions  and  am  terribly  anxious  to  see  it  for  myself. 

Robert  loved  having  lunch  with  you  and  Helen  the 
other  day.  He  looks  foimward  to  it  on  every  trip.  \nd  I must  tell 
you  a funny  story  about  Jake.  •.  young  relitivc  from  Texas,  'ly 
lexander  and  her  husband,  turned  up  in  New  York  last  week  and  I 
Invited  them  to  have  dinner  with  me  at  the  Club.  I had  warned  Ja’'-e 
that  they  were  oing  to  be  In  New  York  but  he  did  not  corinect  it 
when  I c:lled  and  asked  him  if  he  could  have  dinner  with  "lolly"  an.! 
me  at  the  Club  on  Saturday.  "Sure,"  he  said,  thinking  It  was  you. 

Not  until  after  we  were  at  the  Club  did  ho  realize  that  he  had  come 
for  oily  Alexander.  "Hell,"  he  said,  "I'd  have  stayd  at  home  if 
I hadn't  thought  it  was  oily  Thomsonl"  He  mellowed,  tho^igh,  as  the 
evening  went  on  and  wo  both  fell  In  love  with  her,  but  I 11  have  to 
ma’<'e  it  u'  to  him  oometlmo  by  having  the  right  oily  on  harid. 

)ur  reat  love  to  you  all. 


Januxry  19#  19^^ 


Dearest  Tolly, 

I think  Heleny  little  article  on  Art  Yoan^  very 
good.  The  only  suggestior^I  can  make  is  that  Teacher  mi^t  be 
mentiont^d,  for  she  loved  Art  arid  often  talked  about  him,  I do 
think,  however,  that  the  thing  should  be  perfectly  typed  and 
signed  by  hand  with  Helen's  name.  For  this  reason  I am  returning 
it  to  you. 

Robert  reached  Seattle  yesterday.  Toor  devil,  he 
dreaded  the  trip  as  much  as  he  looked  forward  to  it.  The  situation 
is  very  sad  and  there  are  many  times  when  it  gets  him  down.  I'll 
write  or  telephone  you  the  minute  he  returns.  He  had  no  idea  how 
long  he  would  stay  but  thou^rht  about  ten  days.  I have  been  petting 
myself  and  it  seems  to  have  done  some  good — at  least  I feel  a 
little  better. 

I'll  drop  this  into  the  7.0.  on  my  to  the  barbex’s 
and  since  it  is  nearly  time  to  go.  I'll  stop  now. 

1th  my  love  to  all  of  you,  as  always. 


February  16,  19AA 


Dearest  oily, 


I ca-re  hone  from  rteatport  and  tumbled  into  bed.  I an 
80  bor-xi  at  havin'  to  do  this  so  much  that  I could  lie  down  and  cry 
about  It.  It  wasn'^t  the  trlp--the  trip  was  glorious  and  did  a lot 
for  ny  S’lrlt — but  Just  the  general  run-dowmieus.  fhe  doctor  says 
there  Is  nothlnt^  the  matter  with  me  thai,  rest  will  not  cure  and 
now  I intend  Joints  nothing  but  rest  until  I feel  like  a human  being 
a aln. 


Robert  had  a wonderful  time  In  «estport--please  say 
the  nicest  things  you  can  think  of  to  the  uauskobs  for  us--and  he 
enjoyed  every  minute  he  was  with  you  on  Thursday.  He  said  you  both 
started  back  home  "fresh  as  daisies"  and  he  marvelled  at  it.  I am 
glad  you  got  your  clothes.  Robert  was  out  here  on  Sunday  and  Monday 
and  we  talked  of  your  Jauipt  to  Valley  Forge  on  Tuesday  a.id  hoped 
that  luck  and  everything  else  that  is  5_ood  would  be  with  you.  I 
shall  be  eager  to  hear  all  about  it. 

He'en’s  manuscript  came  yesterday  afternoon  and  I 
read  it  at  once.  Some  of  It  is  lovely  but  the  whole  business  mai'es 
me  realize  what  an  almighty  Job  it  Is  going  to  be  to  ^et  the 
book  out  of  it.  Inspiration  and  lightness  and  poetry  .are  not  here 
and  so  little  of  It  is  fr  sh.  I’ll  go  over  it  carefully  and  make 
notes.  Then  we'll  have  a long  session  together--perhars  at  the  Club.  . 
Don't  worry  Helen  about  It  now.  Just  tell  her  to  keep  pouring  her 
heart  out  and  we'll  get  there  somehow.  I want  to  be  In  the  pink  of 
freshness  myself  when  I go  over  It,  so  it  will  probably  be  several 
days  before  I got  at  It.  Don't  get  her  upset  now. 

I think  you  ought  to  talk  with  Katharine  wornell 
about  the  ndore  proposition  and  with  Nancy.  They  could  ^Ive  you 
the  most  expert  advice  and  I know  would  be  happy  to  do  It.  Helen 
has  no  more  "rights"  in  AS^  than  I have  In  "The  Story  of  ‘^y  Life,"  xa 
but  you  at»i  Helen  and  I will  always  act  as  a unit  in  all  natters 
concerning  Teacher.  As  'r.  -ndore  says  the  story  of  Helen  and  Teacher 
Is  far  greater  than  that  of  Bernadette,  but  the  problem  of  visual 
drimatlc  presentation  Is  Infinitely  more  difficult  (I  believe 
atharlne  would  agree  with  this)  and  I should  be  most  unwlllln  to 
h';ve  It  done  except  by  a co•nbin'^tlon  of  hax*3,  professional  skill 
wedded  to  symrathy  and  understanding.  In  fact  I would  kick  and 
scream  and  bite  and  scratch  If  anything  else  Is  attempted,  and  so 
would  you  and  Helen,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  .ancy  and  Katharine 
to  alvlso  us. 


Keith  Is  at  Fort  'onmouth  doing  something--!  don't 
know  what--for  the  Signal  Corps.  I ex  ect  him  home  by  the  end  of  the 
wee'' . 


■'y  love,  as  always,  to  you  and  Helen, 


Copy  as  sent  by  Ann  Watkins  to  HK 


Endore 

6528  Orange  Street 
Los  Angeles  ^6,  Calif. 

February  4,  1944 


Dear  Ann: 

I have  Just  finished  reading  Nella  Braddy's  biography  of 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  who  as  you  no  doubt  recall  was  Helen  Keller's 
teacher.  She  died  a few  years  ago.  Braddy's  book  was  published  by 
Doubleday  Doran  in  1933 • 

I had  the  urge  to  write  to  Helen  Keller  and  ask  for  the 
rights  to  this  material,  but  one  naturally  hesitates  to  write  to 
a person  one  doesn't  knov/  and  who  may  imagine  I am  up  to  some 
sort  of  connive.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  were  better  equipped  to 
assist  me  in  this  matter.  Unless  she  has  moved  recently,  Helen 
Keller  lives  at  93  Seminole  Avenue  in  Forest  Hills. 

The  story  of  these  two  women  is  of  course  far  greater 
than  that  of  Bernadette,  and  one  would  be  tempted  to  do  a book 
about  it,  if  Nella  Brg,ddy  hadn't  already  done  a pretty  swell  Job 
of  it.  There  was  a silent  picture  on  Helen's  life  some  twenty  years 
ago.  It  was  called  DELIVERANCE,  and  it  was  pretty  bad,  stupidly 
romanticized,  and  it  deserved  to  flop. 

I'd  like  the  opportunity  of  doing  a scenario  on  the 
subject.  I think  that  an  honest,  straightforward  retelling  of 
the  events  would  be  enough  to  wring  the  heart  of  a Gauleiter.  It 
certainly  wrung  me  dry  to  read  Nella  Braddy's  book. 

Gould  you  help  me  in  this  matter?  Could  you  find  out  for 
me  what  rights  Nella  Braddy  has?  V/ould  it  be  possible  for  me  to 
get  the  rights  for  six  months,  involving  no  one  in  any  fixed 
obligations,  merely  permitting  me  to  go  ahead  and  try  to  sell  the 
idea  to  some  producer  on  the  basis  of  a synopsis,  or  even  a com- 
plete scenario  that  I'd  work  out? 


Yours , 


Guy  Endore 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  N.y. 
’'arch  22,  19^^ 


Dear  ’'r.  Nye: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  with  regard  to  the  Guy 
Eridore  cox'aunl  cat  Iona  concemla.^;  the  motion  [picture  ri^shts  to 
"Inne  Sullivan  "acy.”  I was  pretty  sure  that  you  would  never 
sell  such  rights  without  consulting  Miss  Keller  at  least,  hut 
there  have  been  several  nibbles  besides  this  axd  I thought  it 
a good  plan  to  ma>e  assurance  doubly  sure.  Miss  Keller's 
secretary  had  already  written  "r,  ;'ndore  putting  him  off.  Not  one 
of  us  would  be  the  slightest  bit  interested  in  anything  less 
than  the  very  best  Hollj|v/ood  has  to  offer  and  I am  glad  Doubledav 
Doran  feels  the  same  way.  ^ 

A 1th  warm  personal  regards,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


"r.  Daniel  W.  Nye 
14  West  49  St. 
Rockefeller  Center 
New  Xork  20 
fi.y. 


■'on.\&y  T.ornlno,  A.  rll  17,  1944 


Dear  I rltzle,  A/  & H 

•Toll,  here  i cj-nc  a.j,aln  with  another  lorvi  letter 
abjut  a c.S’nnlerilonlnts.  i'he  occaolon  ti.lB  tine  wat^  even  more 
thrilling  thaii  It  was  last  year  for  the  ..too'- tjn.  It  was  alike 
in  one  thing,  though;  once  more  we  necdol  three  ^eovl-  with  uc 
to  '-ake  It  rierfeot — you  and  Bobby  and  Ann. 

The  Bhlp  is  3ore  beautiful  than  any  words  could* 

;.'000lbly  say,  long  and  Bllm  and  ■,,»v/ei’ful  ai.d  ever  so  ?iuch  blj,;er 
than  the  . took  ton,  .he  Is  alreatly  canouflaj-iod  for  the  i acif  Ic  arri 
Jake  who  role  down  on  her  fron  3uth  sail  that  vlanes  flew  over 
thm  as  they  enter  d the  Boston  Ivirbor  to  i-hoto  X’':  h th<  ca^ouf  la^  o 
to  see  if  It  is  rnally  good.  If  It  Isn't,  they'll  taint  her  a^ain, 
Jake  was  sent  u^  as  a representative  of  th®  :>aboook  aal  mIIcox 
Jo-”- any  which  treacle  the  boilers,  some  of  your  f other's  friends  who 
work  for  the  Aluminum  Go-^pany  of  A^ierioa  ver''  also  on  bo'ird.  ihey 
loft  iJath  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  co'^nlssloninj  day 
and  had  a very  windy  pastar  e.  Jake's  overcoat  was  splashed  ill  , 
over  with  salt  spray.  It  was  no  trl;  for  a woman  and  no  wo-en  were 
aboard,  of  course,  but  if  oobby  had  been  In  the  ast  thit  was  the 
way  I ohoull  like  to  have  seen  him  come  to  the  services. 

1 left  iew  York  the  day  before.  "elLL  did  not  _o  up 
with  me,  martly  because  l.o  has  taken  on  a nc’v  Job  ••or'ixv^  f Jr  ti  e 
JnfleiTwater  bound  i.aboratory.  Four  days  a wee!'  i'.r  is  In  an  office 
on  the  5lBt  floor  of  the  'pire  btato  ullding  v.lth  an  armed 
uard  outside  the  door,  he  and  a hl-^ly  trained  staff  are  ; ro- 
: arln  ; books  about  the  Instrum  .'nts  your  f . -h  r has  on  ehlpboaxd 
for  the  detection  of  submarines,  rh.vse  lnctru~ents  are  to  be 
install',-d  in  Boston  and  lelth  m.ay  o u':  later  In  the  w ek  to  see  ^ 
tho”<. 


■'Ibs  Helen  oiler  and  'Iss  'oily  Ihomson  joined  me 
In  Brld  ,er  ort.  Durln  this  riast  year  they  Iv.ve  s on  your  f ah'  r 
every  time  he  care  to  ’ ort.  ihey  are  devoted  to  him  and  would  have 
one  much  farther  than  from  Bridgeport  to  doston  to  be  with  him  on 
8 day  thTt  meant  so  much  In  his  life.  Ihi.  three  of  us--nelon  and 
oily  and  I— checked  In  at  the  hotel,  then  had  a 1 1' osant  dinner 
with 'frl''nds  In  Boston,  .ext  morning  wn  took  a quick  ride  around 
th ' old  r.nrt  of  the  city,  past  *'anu''ll  Hall,  Baul  dtvere's  house, 
e-^c.,  but  long  b f or©  the  ap  olnted  hour  ve  wore  at  the  bavy  Yaial. 

•.o  got  there,  in  fact,  alirost  as  soon  as  your  fath>  r did.  As  soon 
as  ho  leomod  that  we  were  on  hand,  he  car  e to  the  Jf fleers  Glub 
to  see  that  we  were  comfortable,  then  v.ont  bac’'  to  the  shli  . 

N’o  . randotmds  had  been  erected  for  us.  v'ery  sensibly 
the  Yard  rolled  big  flat  trucks  u;  to  the  side  of  Uie  ship  and 
rut  benches  on  top  of  then,  ihe  very  best  seats,  rl  ht  In  front, 
were  reserved  for  us.  e yore  very  close  to  the  ol^l’,  , and  from  our 
r olnt  of  view,  the  Jay  wac  perfect — so  clenr  and  sunny,  only 
cl'-ar  arvJ  sunny  lay  hat  the  aot  Coast  has  hwrd  for  -or©  thm  a ^ 
week.  wish  you  c^ul.d  h‘>ve  seen  tlic  light  on  the  '’Bcra"'blcd  e , a 


as  vi-rlral  Theobald,  wO-nandaab  of  the  Dlutrict,  oapLain  ..raiy, 

«a  tain  of  the  Yard  (hr-  Kon  the  ;<avy  CroBB  luring  the  last  ar  for 
tuburlne  action  off  Ireland),  arid  Cocnaivler  ora  dy,  -o  -nandints 
Officer  of  the  ship,  ca-ie  down  he  dec’  . The  Tdr.irai,  wi,o  1b  Just 
back  fro  1 the  . aclflc,  'ado  a abort  8.  eeoh  aoout  the  "arm field 
and  her  wonderful  ‘>quipneut  which  enabl^?B  her  to  meet  the  ontrry 
fror  vdilohever  way  hr  ootira — from  the  air,  fror.  thi  Durface,  or 
fro”  the  de  the  of  the  watrr--but  ho  added  that  in  the  heat  of 
battle  the  ship  and  its  eoulp'.icnt  did  not  count  for  oo  n.uch  ae  the 
-en  f-o  ..  re  In  ohir^e  of  It.  \ft'-;r  thlo  y our  fatho.  vricom^d 
the  fen,  old  and  (BO-,-e  of  them  had  been  hlB  ehipmatea  on  the 
Her  ivi  L)u) . He  did  not  say  r.uch,  but  when  he  had  finlbhed  you  felt 
there  was  no  doubt  -hat  the  ' anoflnld  would  carry  on  In  what  the 
aallorB  call  "the  best  traditions  of  Uie  Havy." 

Aften^ardo  we  wont  aboard  and  mot  the  Admiral  and  the  Captain. 
Coffee  an!  ca’^'^  and  ice-creaf  were  served  to  those  v.ho  wanted  It. 

Then  we  looked  at  the  ship,  ooreonc  else  would  hive  to  tell  you  about 
the  .-unn  anl  torfedo^^s.  .hat  lnterGst«->d  fo  TOst  was  your  father's 
llvli^  quarters,  hio  cabin  is  a fuimy  trlan..5ui  ir  shape  but  it  is 
fuch  pl->assinter  -han  the  one  he  had  on  the  - -ookton  , th  .t  one  was 
so  closed  in  that  it  fade  you  feel  a;’Othi:r<d,  this  one  i as  two 
'ortholcs  which  fakes  it  seem  11  ht  and  airy,  his  cabin  on  the 
bridge  wh-re  ho  atijys  when  hr  is  at  sea  (I  don't  ''now  the  ^ec  nl,:*! 
na  e for  it,  but  your  fioth;*i  can  - robably  tell  you)  looks  frors  the 
outslle  like  an  elerant  dog-house.  It  stuvls  apart  fron  everything 
else  and  he  goes  into  it  by  climbin,':  down  a little  ladder.  j.t  is 
handy  to  the  pilot  house  and  for  a sea-going  r:an  is  very  coff ortabie. 
You  ani  I don't  -ve  the  sa-e  standards  of  corfort  and  1 ats  afraid 
we  fight  think  It  a very  funny  sort  of  place  to  have  to  live. 

’<hrn  wo  left  the  ship  we  wont  back  to  the  of ; leers  Club  i or 
cocktail  party.  i»ere  your  father  had  a lovely  sur;  rise  for  ‘ Iss 
Helen,  bile  he  wns  In  Bath  he  had  1 ;amed  the  ranual  ilph.abrt  so 
that  h^  could  talk  to  hor  without  having  to  have  anyone  else  around. 
Do  you  know  this  alphabet?  It  is  used  by  the  deaf  and  lu.'b  all  over 
'urooe  and  the  United  Ctates--you  steli  it  with  one  hand  Instead  of 
two.  It  Is  I’T'  a fany  dictionaries  an",  reference  books 

but  If  you  can't  find  It,  I'll  send  it  to  y ju.  You  and  .lobby  and  your 
father  could  have  a lot  of  fun  talkln-  to  one  another  with  your 
fingers  and  1 hope  that  sone  day  you  will  Piss  nelen  and  be 

able  to  talk  to  her  too. 

Frof  the  Jf fleers  Club  fourteen  of  us--all  pood  frl'n.ls  of 
your  f nther' B— wont  to  the  Iraeforo  v^ouiitry  Club  for  dinner,  ihis 
Club  Is  quite  fanoue,  'op  dally  for  Its  g'^lf  course,  but  1 must  con- 
feos  I had  n^'orer  hi-ard  of  It  before,  e had  a roof  to  ourselves,  ei  e 
centerpiece  of  flo*.  ers  was  rod,  vrhlte,  and  bluo— red  carnations, 
white  snap'dri  one,  blue  lrlB--ind  the  dinner  lellclous.  ifutr  the 
'oln  coureo  no  e on*-  bu  , rated  B]'eechfs  and  luo  Helen,  who  sat  t 
your  f fth’r'o  rl  ht,  rose  without  a -o -.e  t's  h . slt.atlon,  ..ut  her 
ar ' about  hla  shoulier  and  . roposod  a 'oot  be.au. Iful  toiet  to  the 
Bhla  and  her  frl«?nd,  i\obert,  who  was  its  oo'fandin^,  offlcrr.  e drank 
It  standing  ard  when  v.e  o.at  down  yourrfath  :r  -aade  aii  a ; ro  rlate 
reBranoo--lt  did  not  taJ'o  1 -ibou.  how  ..oucliLd  ard  j 1 '-'Sod  ho  was. 


rhMi  various  peoplo  sang  arfueln^i  oongiB  (there  was  quite  a lot  of 
talent  In  the  t^r oup)  until  nearly  train  time,  Iss  Helen  anl  'Isa 
Folly  and  I left  Boston  at  12:45  P,’.,  foellno  that  nobody  had 
ever  before  cr  m-aod  bo  Tjuch  exclte-rent  and  fun  Into  the  saue  len^^th 
of  tlTie.  \B  I said  before,  all  we  wanted  was  you  and  Bobby  a«l  inn. 
Ja^e  Btayod  over  to  spend  Saturday  and  Sunday  with  your  father. 

I particularly  hated  to  say  ^ood-byo  to  your  father  because 
1 a-n  afraid  I ohall  not  see  hlra  for  the  duration.  It  has  been 
wotvlerful  havings  him  bob  In  and  out  of  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  this 
last  year.  The  only  consolation  I have  Ic  that  naybe  as  a Te-'.bor  f 
the  Faciric  Fleet  ho  will  cone  Into  Brenerton  or  soae  other  harbor 
where  it  will  be  poBelble  for  him  to  be  In  touch  with  you  and 
Bobbyi  "ucli  as  we  love  boin<5  with  him,  we'd  rather  have  him  with  you 
two  than  with  amy  other  people  In  the  world,  even  ourselv  s. 

'"elth  and  I have  appreciatod  your  valentine  and  other  cor  s 
much  more  than  you  ml^ht  thlnlc  fro"  the  way  I have  netjlected  to 
thank  you.  The  truth  Is  that  I have  opent  most  of  the  winter  In  btxl 
with  the  flu  and  h‘ve  nctfjlocted  most  of  the  thlntjB  1 should  have 
done.  I am  comlntj  out  of  it  now  and  pro^ls.c  to  do  bet-er  In  the 
future.  What  we  are  lookings  fonvai^  to  Is  a sammor  when  you  can 
be  with  US  on  Fosa  'ountaln.  There  are  lots  of  ways  to  have  fun 
there,  bealiee  ..ioklnys  raspberries , and  \<a  hope  it  won't  bo  Ions 
b‘  fore  we  can  take  you  down  to  the  brook  where  th<?  trout  live  and 
up  on  the  mountain  to  the  haunted  house  and  Uie  blueberi^  patch. 

Just  remember  that  you  and  Bobby  are  n*=ver  out  of  our  minds  aiid 
thot  we  want  to  see  you  whenever  we  can. 

.e  aertd  to  you  both  ever  and  over  so  much  love. 


in  Fifth  htr««t 
Jardttn  Uit^,  li.Y. 
iiii<;uQt  l'j44 


Dear  Ure.  ^tonea: 

i>lter  a c*  ref al  retdiog  of  the  script  for  ih® 
life  of  Anne  ;iullivan  iaoy  on  the  FitliiJD  M cr  O'FOR'i’JiiflVY 
Frotjram  1 have  coaw  t the  oonclucion  the  t :he  best  .hing  to  do 
la  to  diaoerd  it  and  begin  again.  It  is  not  raerely  that  it 
la  inaocurete  in  detail,  it  ia  all  vxong  in  feeling  ard  atmoa- 
v/here  • 


^ realize  that  changes  ere  K)notline8  neoeaaery 
for  .he  ^<8.6  of  drcraetio  effect,  but  this  oertioular  8t  ry  haa 
byen  told  so  .leny  Umce  that  it  ia  lato  in' the  day  \o  begin 
changing  it.  uther  radio  artists  have  ’laneged  to  rresent  it 
meet  effectively  ai  thout  distorting  it.  ihe  Csvclcode  of  /.meric 
did  it  excellently  a few  yet  rs  ago  and  it  has  been  veil  d i^no 
on  ether  radio  programs. 

iielen  could  gey  unly  a few  baby  words  efore 
aoe  wea  slrio^on;  Anne  i-ullivan  was  half  blind  from  cthildho.d* 
wapt.  iLoller'a  first  name  was  /.rthur  end  Capt.  t.eller  could 
nev^r  be  gullti  of  a sentence  liJte  'rhe  poor  girl  iuffere 
so.ttuvhiog  terrxble.”  Anne  oullivan  ub6  vhe  greatest  resnect 
for  the  iinglish  lanfevaage  and  to  have  nor  call  Helen  ’’the 
atrongeet  little  tyke  i have  ;ver  seen‘'is  nlm  ly  groteahue. 

i 00  not  see  how  your  author  can  eay  that 
the  aoiipt  ia  oaaed  upon  my  ook.  "Anne  oulliven  .^cv."  which 
obviouul^  he  nas  read  ith  very  li  tl  e a ttentton. 

dineoroly  yours. 


t 


lira,  huth  h.  otones 
Arthur  Moyerhoff  and  Co. 

•t.  station  11 
41  i Worth  ILiohigsn  Ave. 
Chicago,  Illinoia 


Snowvllle,  New  Ha-riiShire 
Septe-nber  28,  19A4 


Dearest  Helen, 

That  was  a fine  letter  yju  wrjte  and  I feel  selfish 
that  it  is  all  for  me.  Some  of  it  is  first-rate  campai.j;n  literature 
and  I thin’?  you  ou^ht  to  use  it  as  such.  But,  my  dear  .,irl,  you 
don't  have  to  Justify  yourself  to  me  for  voting.  I have'^never 
said  or  even  thought  that  you  should  not  go  to  the  polls  an!  cast 
your  ballot  as  your  heart  and  mind  dictate.  It  seems  to  me  the 
simple  duty  of  every  conscientious  citizen.  »hat  I did  and  do  warn 
against  is  signing  up  with  some  ori^anlzation  which  is  not  what  it 
aprears  to  be  on  the  surface.  Such  organizations  skirt  the  fringes 
of  the  major  political  parties  and  I want  you  and  Folly  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  them.  That  is  all. 

Under  separate  cover  1 am  sending  you  the  September 
Atlantic  for  three  reasons.  First,  Gerald  Johnson's  uettor  to 
Covomor  Dewey.  It  expresses  my  feelings  very  well  indeed.  The  longer 
Dewey  stays  in  the  field,  the  less  I like  him.  Second,  Judge 
-erkins'  article,  "Who  reforms  the  Criminal?"  because  of  the  fine 
tribute  to  Teacher  which  it  contains.  And  third,  Richard  ..right's 
"I  Tried  to  3e  a ComTunlst,"  because  of  the  light  it  sheds  on  the 
''oscow  trials.  Ask  Polly  to  save  the  magazine  for  me.  I want  to 
keep  it  with  my  file  of  clippings,  etc. 7 about  Teacher. 

Try  not  to  let  yourself  feel  driven  by  any  sense  of 
urgency  on  your  book.  The  story  is  perfectly  timeless  and  will  be 
as  good  in  195^  or  1964  as  in  1944.  Still,  I know  you  want  to  get 
it  off  your  mind  and  I know  how  hard  it  is  to  discipline  oneself  in 
such  m.atters. 


The  hurricane  caused  very  little  damage  here  but 
it  sounded  as  if  all  the  imps  of  hell  were  tearing  at  the  windows. 

I spent  th'.t  night  with  a friend  who  lives  on  a hill  about  two 
miles  from  here.  >-eith  v;as  alone  In  Garden  City.  The  village  v/as 
struck  hard.  One  of  our  old  pine  trees  fell  across  the  house, 
fortumtely  causing  no  injury  and  we  are  goln. , to  lose  two  locusts, 
eighteen  big  trees  went  down  between  our  house  and  the  station — 
you  know  how  short  that  distance  is — and  all  around  the  destruction 
was  on  a comparable  scale. 

^have  I told  you  that  Robert  has  at  last  definitely 
gone  to  the  Facfic?  1 think  this  means  that  we  shall  not  see  him 
until  the  war  3le  over,  but  oh,  what  a reunion  we'll  have  when  that 
day  comesl  But  the  next  reuMon  I'm  loo'^ing  forv/ard  to  is  v/ith  you 
and  Folly  early  In  November,  We'll  hold  a post-mortem  on  the 
election  and  -'•any  other  high  matters. 

'elth  Joins  me  in  sending  love  to  your  household. 


ver  an1  ever  yours. 


Gbovrvllle,  New  Hampshire,  Oct.  lA,  1944 


Dearest  >olly. 


You  hive  given  me  a very  difficult  assigmient  and  I 
hardly  ^rnow  what  to  do  about  it.  I have  tried  to  read  Helen's  speech 
as  If  It  were  v/rltten  by  someone  else — th.t  la,  to  re  ard  it  in 
cold  blood  as  if  I did  not  'enow  anything  about  Helen's  noble  ai-r-s 
and  asrir itions . 


First  puragra.-'h.  She  brings  a very  serious  charge 
against  all  the  3rallle  periodicals  and  she  may  be  perfectly 
correct.  It  is  certainly  true,  I shouU  say,  of  the  Readers  Digest 
but  I thought  she  no  longer  read  thit.  If  she  means  the  braille 
material,  co’‘>led  from  other  magazines,  that  comes  under  her  fin-sers 
she  is  not  gettlnsg  as  broad  a picture  as  she  should,  for  there  are 
perlodacals  of  which  her  state-rent  is  not  true.  How  many  Braille 
periodicals  does  she  read?  Is  this  true  of  those  from  In -land?  I am 
not  questlonln.;:  for  -^ne  -no-rent  that  the  forces  she  dreads  are  at 
work— I vnow  they  are,  but  her  statement  here,  as  it  stands, 
indicates  that  she  receives  her  Information  through  a very  narrow 
channel.  She  could  say,  t:uthfully,  no  doubt,  "Lvery  day  I see 
evidence. ..  .etc.  /\nd  I am  not  questioning  her  right  to  say  exactly 
what  she  has  said.  I only  want  her  to  be  sure  of  the  implications 
it  bears. 


Second  paragraph.  The  sentaice  I have  inclosed  in 
brae  rets  sounds  like  Glare  Booth  Luce  or  Herbert  hoover  from  the 
other  side  of  the  fence.  It  is  the  kind  of  thin-  that  I call 
-artisan  politics,  emotional  and  unstates-nanly. “if  this  country  la 
at  such  a parlous  turn  In  the  road  that  the  election  of  Thomas  Dewey 
can  bring  on  generaaons  of  disaster,  Franklin  Roosevelt  is  more 
responsible  for  it  than  any  one  else.  I do  not  believe  it.  I think 
Roosevelt  has  bullded  better  than  that,  that  he  iias  placed  props 
under  his  structure  that  will  keep  it  from  falling  the  minute  his 
own  shoulders  are  ta>en  out  from  unler.  Such  a statement  as  Helen's 
-maces  him  into  a figure  like  old  Franz  Josepn  hose  country  fell 

t tho  .gh  he  had  managed  somehow  to  hold  it 

whether  while  he  was  alive.  I an  not  enthusiastic  about  Dewey  but 
I do  not  believe  the  country  will  go  to  pot  if  he  is  elected.  I 
might  say  I do  not  beliijve  the  country  will  go  to  pot,  period.  I 
aye  too  deep  a faith  In  the  people  and  I know  too  -many  fine 
citizens  In  positions  of  responsibility. 

ihlrd  paragraph.  I question  "world-embracing"  as 

describe  Lincoln.  It  was  a mind  that, 
towards  the  erf,  at  least,  reacted  with  sympathy  to-wards  all  types 

tr,  p^*^°^'’'3tance8  were  such  that  it  never  had  a chance 

to  rove  Its  global  quality,  as  Jefferson's  and  ilson's  did. 

argument  about  inexperience  and  cxporl-nont  Is 
defends  the  President  for  ex- erlmenting,  then 

nan  T 8too  Gx^erl  .ents.  I thin’'  the  brac'eted  1 su’t  at  the  end 
can  simply  be  o-T-ltted. 


' erlencod 


ourth  paragrap  h.  In  her  state 'ent  about  "inex- 
ooi-wlll  of  strangers  avowedly  not  Interested  in  social 


security  or  the  suppression  of  racial  antasonlsip."  she  is  callinji 
Dewey  a li  ir  arr3  ta’^in^:  issue  with  a larj^e  nu-nbor  of  Ue.TJOcrats  ^ 
who  have  been  complaining  that  Dewey  is  taking  over  their  social 
security  program.  Hex  has  certainly,  more  than  once,  risen  above 
racial  antagonism.  Docs  nelen  >nov;  his  record  on  Ne.rro  apr;oint"’ents? 
This  is  another  partisan  sentence,  bhe  dors  not  know  what*  Dewey 
will  do.  There  is  no  documentation  for  the  futu  e.  If  she  wants  to 
say  that  she  does  not  believe  the  rotestations  of  the  Republican 
candidate,  it  is  all  right  with  me,  but  I think  it  would  act  as  a 
boomerang. 

It  has  gone  much  against  the  grain  with  me  to  write  this  le  ter 
I stay  out  of  other  people's  rolitics.  I wouldn't  have  done  it  for 
anybody  in  the  world  but  Helen.  If  Roosevelt  is  her  man,  I want  h(.r 
to  give  him  the  best  she’s  got  in  the  way  of  support,  but  I don't 
v/ant  her  to  get  out  on  a limb.  She  needs  reams  of  camrAlgn  literature 
-on  both  sides  if  she  is  to  take  the  platfora  and  advise  the  public 
what  to  do.  ky  advice,  given  with  all  humility,  is  to  lay  off 
personalities  and  stick  to  the  broad  lasuca.  On  those  her  oosltlon  is 
unassailable.  Let  her  state  what  she  v/ants,  then  give  the  reasons 
why  she  feels  thit  Roosevelt  is  the  better  President  to  give  them 
to  us.  v.lth  cansiderable  editing  she  has  this  in  her  speech.  If 
she  docs  this  she  will  rake  her  contribution  to  the  country  as  well 
as  to  the  Democratic  party  and  It  will  have  a lasting  effect,  no 
matter  who  wins  in  November. 

We  are  having  rain  and  fog  and  -^eith  has  a little  cold,  which 
may  be  a good  thing,  since  it  keeps  him  Indoors  resting.  It  is  our 
plan  now  to  come  dov;n  some  time  tov/ards  tlie  end  of  the  month  but 
everything  depends  upon  the  work  ’.eith  is  doiag  for  the  Government. 
Day  before  yesterday  he  had  to  go  to  Conway  to  talk  with  ..ashln^-- on 
and  he  has  to  do  it  again  on  'onday. 

Roughly  speaking,  there  are  a billion  things  to  talk  about. 

Cur  most  exciting  news  is  th-it  we  have  bought  another  house,  a 
little  bitty  portable  one,  in  partnership  with  'r.  ..hite.  I'll  tell 
you  the  v/hole  story  when  I see  you. 


Meantime,  our  love  to  you  all. 


Nover.ber  30,  ljhl\ 


De'ireut  . oily. 


It.  v,"?o  rind  to  he^r  fro-  you  nni  to  '‘•no'  tha« 
you  \nd  .'^len  -ire  ca  turlnj,  thi^  hoa  It^la,  n.B  of  course  I 'rnew 
you  wjuld.  D^n't  kill  yourselves  In  the  :.rocei.a.  iliat's  all  I ask 

I will  t^Gt  the  book  off  to  you  soon  for  general 
; ethoa.  I should  not  be  at  all  sur  rlsed  if  he  is  not  ao-.e  h-lnd 
of  re-ote  fa-ily  conn  ction  of  -Ine.  ihere  is  a .^ethea  fa-lly  in 
bouth  ^irolln^  with  ia-iense  ra- if  Icatlons.  4 oolonel  uarlec  lias 
written  a book  about  them  -inJ  thrlr  relatives  called  "''inf oiks. " 

I believe  it  was  -y  ,reat-_,reat  ,, rind  father  who  was  a ethea 

"Devil  John"  he  was  called. 

fhe  toroi  ji  ollcy  a _,azine  I will  sen!  to  Isabel 
as  soon  -is  I have  had  a chance  to  re'vd  it. 

Vincent  ahoney's  address  is  .1  oamlno  rlenl, 
Der'-’nlcy  5»  oallfoml-a.  I a-  writing  to  him  arri  Virginia  about 
your  i-'  end  in  : arrival.  Vnd  I wish  1 could  be  there  with  you  ail. 

eith  v;as  ^ resented  with  a medal  a few  weed's  a o 
by  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  .^adlo  n sineers  for 
years  of  unuclfloh  service  to  thr  art  anJ  industry  of  electronics 
It  la  Quite  8 ecial,  very  nice,  and  of  course  I a',  as  roud  of  it 
as  I can  be. 


-'ll  ■ robably  be  ecrlbblin,j  off  another  note  to 
you  before  Christmas,  out  in  case  i don't  lease  have  a merry  one 

I an  look In  forward  to  your  return  to  these 

reclncts. 


Dur  love  to  ou  both,  <as  nlwa^s. 


Ill  t If  oh  i.t.  , jarden  dlt,y,  ii.j. 


De'irost  "oily, 

I hTve  allrti  L1;p  co  y of  hC*  to  you  in  h.Tii  rr'ncisco. 
In  vl-v  of  t;.'"  fnct  f-  -t  it  vis  for  tt:o  ueneral,  i did  njohin  , -ore 
■j.’’.  »n  'Tlte  “y  nn  -- 1 ''nj\r  he  v.lll  tro'^eure  evrry  acr  fro~  ilelrn, 
Incl3 “nt  illy,  v:  ’ la  nov;  juL  of  rint  and  out  of  stock  aroi  I raoher 
thin'-  it  rllL  not  co  c back  until  after  the  war.  1 a sorry  i didn't 
’-nov  in  ti  le  to  lay  in  a few  copl  ’o.  I had  three  or  four  aivl  the  one 
I h-i/e  sent  you  la  one  of  their.  1 },ad  saved  tiicT  for  Just  sue  . an 
occasion. 


■'ner!!  oethoa'a  letter  la  Just  right.  I'll  seivJ  it  to 
f ♦ igel  tO’hoy.  ilEO  I \ 111  fiail  the  to  ^azlno  to  Isabel.  It  was  veiy 
Interesting. 

..hat  VJio  .a  perfectly  lovely  t':ing  that  the  .ida-see  did 
about  \nne  oldthwalte's  - ortralt,  a fine  aitd  a- . ropriate  way  to  lin'i- 
tJ  “ther  th.-  na'.  s of  ti  o ^reat  Alabarr.a  v,’0'’:en  in  a .'er'ianent  T'orial. 

I ’-now  'bout  it  only  in  the  noat  s -etchy  woy  but  shall  h , ir  thr  de.  -.  ilc 
8 oon. 

orris  •ar'rey,  Jud -lnG  fro-  tne  length  of  tlaie  it  ta’-es 
Robert's  letters  to  co-e,  fro:  his  "entlon  of  the  gallantry  of  the 
air  a«n,  ',ri  fro-  hie  saying  th  t he  was  on  the  first  tearr,  thin'-s 
f.obert  is  •vUi  ..alsey.  1 oay  "Robert's  Letters."  there  was  ono  letter 
ad’resBcd  to  orris  who  has  'ocen  ’writin^,  hir  quite  frequently  this  full. 
I for  ot  to  give  you  Bobsy's  addr'^os.  Here  it  is: 

re.  i:.D.  Chadwie’e 
13229  Frazier  lace 
deattle,  .vashing. on 

I have  \.ri^oen  her  that  if  by  chance  you  find  yourselves 
in  the  neighborhood  you  -ay  call  her.  I told  her  that  If  , ou  did,  I 
ho  .-f.  8h  ' c Jul'l  arrange  to  have  you  t the  children,  fi.e  children's 

na  rs,  in  case  y ju  have  forgotten,  are  Tritzie  ar. d obey. 

the  o ers*  rrvie*,;s  "rfer-:  excellent  1 thought.  I nvy  you 
and  i;rl'n  th.-  broa  • a:v1  inti -ate  picture  you  -’re  ettin^.  of  the  country 
and  aoKt  of  all  1 envy  y ou  th  ' -arvellous  o.  ortunity  you  are  having 
to  -a'-e  such  full  and  erfect  us'  of  your  a./llitle8.  Don't  ’'ill  yo;i- 
selvec  at  it. 


hove  a.-d  love  a id  lov  , 


I 

Dearest  Pjlly, 


You  ,md  Helen  have  given  our  entire  f imily 
a rnemory  that  will  nake  ua  all  happy  as  long  as  we  live. 
’aT,Tia  and  daddy  were  utterly  captivated,  as  we  knew  they 
would  be,  and  the  little  party  is  one  we  love  to  think 
about. 

Friday  afternoon  <atl^rine  Gonant  and  I 
went  to  the  ^ing-Goit  play  which  this  year  was  held  in  the 
ball  roooi  of  the  Junior  League  bulldlns-  And  ■■.horn  should  se 
see  in  the  lobby  but  Catharine  Cornell  and  Nancy  Hanillton* 

We  had  a few  ro-nents  together  and  I was  so  glad  to  be  able 
to  give  the-n  such  recent  news  of  you  and  Helen.  Aatharine 
looked  as  young  as  Juliet — I never  saw  her  more  lovely — 
and  seemed  so  completely  alive  and  radlint  that  it  was  a Joy 
to  look  at  her.  Guthrie  ’'cClintic  came  in  just  before  the 
curtain  rose  and  Beatrice  Lillie  was  there.  The  play  was 
charming. 

There  has  been  nothing  more  in  the  papers 
about  Jo,  by  which  I take  it  that  he  must  be  imtproving. 

’eith  and  I are  leaving  for  Hew  Hampshire 
either  late  this  week  or  early  next  week  and  I shall  be 
ther  , if  all  go '&  as  planned,  until  November.  I wanted  to 
see  The  Bamretts  but  I am  afraid  I shall  not  make  it.  I am 
tied  up  with  the  dentist  aiid  the  hosf  ibyl  azid  with  the 
•million  things  that  have  to  be  done  at  the  last  minute.  I 
sh’ll  be  my  own  cook  at  least  for  the  first  part  of  the 
summer.  Bertha  is  back  but  she  doesn't  seem  quite  well 
eaou.!ji  to  go  so  far  away  from  her  doctor. 

It  v;-is  wonderful  to  feel  when  I talked  with 
you  th  it  you  were  telling  the  truth  about  your  own  health. 
You  must  keep  it  in  mini  all  the  Lime.  It's  too  bad  but 
that's  how  it  is.  And  Jo  should  be  a wamirtg  to  you.  ..e 
can't  any  of  us  afford  to  have  anything  happen  oo  you. 

bo  much  to  talk  about,  but  it  will  keep.  It 
can' t be  long  now  before  the  final  surrender  in  ^urope  and 
it  is  possible  thit  when  it  comes  we'll  have  gas  enough  ^ 
to  ' ^t  totrether  before  November.  I hope  so.  'eantlme  don' t 
bother  to  write  until  you  hive  had  a long  I'est  in  Connecti- 
cut. 


"y  love,  as  always, 


Dearest  oily. 


/ 


Here  is  the  article.  It  Is  not  the  best  Job  In  the 
world  of  GOtyin^i  but  It  is  the  b^st  1 can  do  In  the  rush  of  .-ettinK 
off  tomorrow.  In  one  or  two  inotanccB  I changed  a word  to  avoid 
repetition  or  to  ra'ce  the  tieanlng  clearer,  i'his  was  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  frori  Katharine  Oonant  and  Keith  who  were  able  to  read  it 
.with  fr-Bh  eyes,  fhe  changes  are  trivial  but  1 wanted  you  to  >now  about 
th<TD.  Ihe  trouble  was  the  hurry  we  were  all  In  and  I should  say  that 
nel.  n should  never,  never  verito  n article  a^aln  without  t rying  time 
to  cut  it  in  Braille  and  -ull  over  it — no  c.atter  who  asVs  for  it. 
iatharlne  anrJ  ‘‘■eith  liked  it  very  r.uch — thought  it  T*ost  affecting. 

I have  laid  out  a selection  of  the  pictures  in  an 
envelope  to  be  nailed  to  '"r.  'igel  (or  to  who-iever  else  you  say).  If 
\Telia  ’.vill  call  ''eith  at  'edalllon  3-0700  he  will  h-we  Fjertha  put 
ther  in  the  pos toff ice  the  next  day. 

The  nagazine  that  would  Jump  at  the  article,  I belitve, 
is  (keep  your  shirt  on)  the  "headers  Digest."  •.  noral  question  is 
involved  and  I >nov/  you  and  helen  would  rather  not  touch  the  thing, 
but  it  could  unquestionably  give  it  the  widest  circulation  of  any 
other.  Vie  have  thrashed  this  out  before — whether  for  the  sake  of  the 
■message  it  was  worth  while  to  appear  in  a medium  of  which  you  did  not 
aprrove — and  th  ■ answer  has  so-netlmes  been  Yes.  I don’t  like  the  "Dlgtrs^ 
any  "'oro  thon  y .u  do,  bub  it  is  so  logic-il  a place  th  vt  if  r. 
is  given  carte  blanche,  he  might  think  of  it  as  the  first  i osslbillty. 
\slde  from  the  "Digest"  the  best  place  for  e v/idc  audience  seeTS  to 
me  the  book  section  of  the  N.”.  Times,  as  we  decided  in  .lestport.  The 
decision  is  yours  and  Helen's  and  I am  not  trying  to  influence  you. 

I shall  make  an  ef  ort  to  see  i.erbert  and  have  a good 
til>  with  him.  I believe  the  tack  to  take,  instead  of  a Lecture  on 
his  special  weakness,  is  the  privilege  he  has  of  serving  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  greatest  forces  for  good  we  have  In  this  country  and 
the  responsibilities  that  therefore  rest  upon  him.  1 have  never  -nown 
a l-'cture  to  do  an  alcoholic  the  sllj^htest  good  and  I kno,  that 
Herbert  hlnself  is  troubled.  Ihat  last  evening  as  we  were  .^etting 
ready  for  the  i'-auschkolbs  he  said,  "I  hate  cockt-^11  oartlc-s."  I 
didn’t  think  much  about  it  at  the  time,  but  I Know  now  it  is  bvciuse 
he  knows  so  v/ell  what  will  happen  to  him.  ne  wants  it  not  to  ha;  pen, 
but  he  knows  it  ill.  If  he  cannot  ;ot  himself  in  hand,  no  one  can  do 
It  for  him  and  if  this  grows  worse,  the  vartlrx^:  of  the  ways  is 
inevitable.  I hate  to  think  of  it  and  I still  h ve  hope  for  him,  but 
there  are  things  that  cannot  hax  T*nx±xio«JBtT»  bo  tolerai,ed  in  helen 
ellor’  8 household . 

I;.  nwivenly  b ing  v;  ith  you  at  ‘ii-c  in  nidg/  . Try 
not  to  worry  about  what  may  be  happening  thvre  now.  aybe  wh'.n  ho  is 
alone  his  sens?  of  r Bvonslblllty  cones  to  lIil  front  aid  keeps  him 
on  an  even  keel.  Take  c*re  of  yourselves. 

■y  love  to  you  both,  as  »iv/ay8. 


Vetter  burn  this  lebmor — quick 


February  23*  19^6 


Bear  Herbert, 

I a.T!  returning  tJ  you  for  the  files 
the  letter  from  Van  ..yc’c  Brooks,  Lhe  one  from  'r. 
Iwahashl,  two  from  'Tiss  Vera  Ross,  and  the  carbon 
of  a letter  I sent  her  tryintj  to  head  off  pub- 
lication of  her  article  on  Helen.  I hardly  think 
my  letter  to  her  necessary,  for  I do  not  believe 
any  magazine  vrould  touch  the  idiotic  twaddle  she 
has  written. 


Yesterday  morning  I almost  called 
you  to  find  out  what  was  the  matter  when  the  train 
from  Westport  v/as  so  late.  The  jirls  do  seem  hell- 
bent on  committing;  suicide  and  I was  deeply  worried 
about  Polly  when  I saw  hei*.  Dhe  was  just  about  at 
the  breaking  point,  but,  by  golly,  when  I said 
good-bye  to  them  at  Amelia's  she  seemed  to  be 
herself  again.  They  are  certJinly  made  out  of  some 
kind  of  durable  material — .must  be  one  of  the  new 
plastics  instead  of  the  ordinary  clay  that  the  rest 
of  us  have  to  ;_^et  along  with. 

It  has  been  a long  time  since  we 
have  seen  you  in  Q-arden  City  and  I can't  think  of 
•iny  good  excuse  that  you  can  give  for  not  coming 
to  see  us.  You  have  time  and  gas  and  you -are  sure 
of  a welcome.  'What  more  do  you  want?  If  you  v/lli 
tell  me.  I'll  try  to  supply  that  too. 

ver  affectionately. 


A. rll  18,  1946 


Dear  Herbert, 


No  one  can  give  the  authorization 
these  neople  want  except  Helen  herself  or  sone  one 
v.ho  holds  her  power  of  attorney.  The  Icelanders 
are  going  ahead  with  the  book  anyway,  Helen  hasn't 
time  to  write  an  introduction,  she  is  not  at  home 
to  sign  a picture,  rand  I see  no  particular  reason 
why  she  should  answer  the  letter  at  all.  She'll 
get  nothing  out  of  the  book  and  anyway  I think 
Iceland  ought  to  belong  to  the  copyright  organ- 
ization. Nothing  we  can  do  about  that  though. 

We've  been  having  a lot  of  anxiety. 
Jake  went  to  the  hospital  for  a hernia  oper.ition-- 
out  now  and  doing  very  well.  Keith's  mother  fell 
and  chipped  the  pelvic  bone;  is  now  packed  in 
sandbags  and  will  be  for  several  weeks  longer. 
Uncle  Thad  had  an  operation  for  cataracts  aoout 
ten  days  ago  and  is  still  in  the  hospital  in  Tampa; 
reports  are  not  so  good  and  I may  have  to  go  down 
next  week.  Bertha's  youngest  son  came  down  with 
oneumonia;  was  spitting  blood  and  in  great  pain, 
but  the  sulfa  drugs  did  the  trick  and  he  is  now 
back  at  work.  An  operation  is  pending  for  my 
mother;  she  and  Ann  are  in  ’^acon  today  for  the 
final  decision.  We  move  from  hope  to  hope. 

Don  sets  out  for  Bikini  a week 
from  ''onday.  „e  set  out  for  Foss  Mt.  about  three 
weeks  from  then.  We  hope  to  see  you  before  we  go. 


iff  ectlonately, 


July  18 » 19A6 


Dear  "rs.  Gifford; 


It  waB  awfully  nice  to  hear  from 
you  a jiin  and  it  was  nice  to  hear  from  Helen  and  > oily 
too.  i haven't  had  direct  word  in  some  time  and  I am 
afraid  it  T’onnc  they  are  snowed  under. 

\B  for  the  questions: 

I thin’<  Helen  should  not  t>^ve 
perra^ion  to  Kr.  (or  is  it  Dr.?)  Still  without  seeing 
the  article.  I an  returning  his  letter  for  your  files 
or  for  Helen's,  whoever  answers  him.  You  I imagine  and 
hope. 


Ml  requests  for  enlsslon  to  re- 
print ary  of  Helen's  material  published  by  Doubleday's 
should  be  referred  to  them.  The  article  " Three  Days  to 
See,"  as  I re^- ember  it,  was  published  by  the  \tlantlc. 

I believe  Polly  cleared  it  through  the  Mlantlc  once 
so  that  the  thing  now  lies  in  Helm's  hinds.  If  this  is 
true  I think  that  when  the  request  comes,  if  it  is  from 
a non-i^rofit  organization  and  foi’  the  good  of  the  blind, 
the  permission  should  be  free.  If  it  is  a straight 
commercial  pro;;ositlon  I think  she  should  charge  at  least 
’25  for  tho  whole  article  and  proportionately  for 
extracts  from  it. 


Yes,  I think  Helen  should  give  the 
Interview  to  'iss  Diety  from  Coronet  agazine,  that  is, 
if  she  Is  not  too  busy  with  other  things  that  are  ~ore 
important . 

And  tell  her  and  I oily  that  I an 
going  to  write  to  them  as  soon  as  I get  out  from  under 
this  coming  week-end.  .e  are  having  seven  peopl— two 
^ roups  coming  from  opposite  directions  without  either 
’'■nowlng  the  other  w.aa  on  the  way. 

Our  weather  has  been  miraculous 
but  there  has  been  too  much  of  It.  iie  need  I’ain  terribly 
and  If  we  don't  get  It  soon  Hew  ngland  will  burn  up. 

keith  Joins  me  in  sending  all  sorts 

of  good  wishes. 


Sincerely , 


Foss  ount^ln,  Snowvlile,  New  Hampshire 
Au,£,ust  3,  1946 


Dearest  '^olly, 

It  has  been  a long  time  since  you  have  heard  from  me. 
but  as  you  and  Helen  and  Herbert  know,  that  does  not  moan  I haven't 
been  thinking  about  you.  I do  hope  that  you  all  have  been  gettin-r 
some  rest— not  a little  rest,  but  an  awful  lot  of  It.  I am  due  to 
have  some  now  myself.  Bertha  arrived  yesterday,  atharlne  arii  Jim 
Gonant  having  driven  her  up  from  Garden  City.  Bertha  will  st  y until 
Just  before  we  return  to  Long  Island  around  Nov.  1 and  the  Gonants 
kill  stay  at  least  until  Keith  gets  back  next  ..ednesday.  It  is  av;fullv 
nice  having  them  here.  ^ 

\nn  is  on  the  way,  but  may  have  to  come  via  oeattle 
since  she  is  delivering  Robert's  children  to  their  mother.  They  had 
reservations  from  Chicago  on  one  of  the  Constifellations,  but  these  went 
up  when  the  Constellations  wore  grxinded  and  they  have  been  havintf  a 
lot  of  trouble  getting  anything.  Bobsy  came  to  New  Orlo'ina  for  ten 
days.  She  is  divorcing  her  current  husband,  but  she  is  not  coming  back 
into  the  Braddy  family.  Ann  says  Robert  has  not  had  an  easy  summer 
but  she  has  not  written  the  details.  Robert  has  just  received  ;another 
citation.  I Inclose  ac®py. 

Don't  drop  dead  when  I tell  you  that  Keith  and  I 
have  been  seeing  quite  a bit  of  Horiry  Luce  this  last  month,  ne  is 
staying  in  Sam  F.veritt's  house  (with  three  servants)but  will  not,  I 
think,  be  here  much  longer.  He  has  been  an  exceedingly  interesting  and 
thoughtful  neighbor  and  we  have  enjoyed  our  contacts  with  him.  But 
don  t get  any  ideas  that  I have  changed  my  mind  about  the  whole  Time- 
L if  e-Luc  e-Fortune  set-upl  Clare  is  not  with  him.  ..hat  is  the  current 
gossip  about  her? 


’.I'e  have  the  calendar  marked  for  you  and  Helen  and 
Fthel  or  you  -and  Helen  and  Herbert,  whichever  way  you  decide  for 
whatever  time  you  choose  in  September  or  October.  For  the  height  of 
the  autumnal  beauty  I would  suggest  that  you  try  to  Include  the  second 
week  in  October  in  your  sojourn.  I wish  I could  say  thel  aid  Herbert 
but  with.  Bertha  here  it  could  not  be  managed  comfortably. 

I want  to  hear  your  plans  for  next  v/inter.  1 hope 
they  inclufte  a lot  of  staying  at  home.  K.ave  you  seen  Henry  V,  the 
movie?  I haven't,  but  am  terribly  anxious  to.  I think  I told  you  that 
e,awrcnce  Lee  wrote  me  to  be  sure  to  when  it  first  opened  in  Boston.  Ho 
had  seen  it  in  ngland  and  loved  It. 

The  Conants  .and  Berth.a  send  all  sorts  of  j-eetlngs. 

I don't  h-ave  to  send  my  love.  You  have  it. 


Foss  ''ount  iin,  Septcrber  6,  1946 


Dearest  Polly, 


I wonder  if  can  can  give  Tie  some  idea  now  what  tlae  I 
can  expect  y JU  In  October.  The  v/hole  month  Is  yours  to  choose  from 
and  one  part  of  it  will  be  as  convenient  for  us  as  another,  but  be- 
cause of  the  foliage  I hope  you  will  get  here  early — say  by  the  5th 
or  6th.  I think  fall  is  coming  ahead  of  time.  Already  some  of  the 
leaves  are  turning. 

Now  I will  explain  why  I ask  at  this  stage  when  you 
are  coming.  For  some  years  an  old  lady  A/ho  works  ar,  a shoe  factory  in 
Sanbornvllle,  '!aine,  has  been  appearing  here  at  the  house,  just  crazy 
to  go  over  the  whole  place.  She  was  born  and  brought  up  here,  but  she 
has  no  way  of  coming  back  except  whoa  younger  relatives  bring  her. 
They  don’t  remember  the  old  landmarks  and  their  one  idea  is  always  to 
tear  her  away  as  soon  as  they  can.  bhe  came  this  spring  and  tried  to 
find  a boarding  place  down  in  the  village  from  which  she  could  make 
her  pilgriraages  to  our-  hill.  I didn't  know  about  this  until  the  day 
she  was  about  to  leave.  She  aald  she  had  two  more  days  of  vacation 
coming  to  her  in  October  and  that  if  she  could  find  a piace  to  stay 
she  v;ould  spend  them  in  Snovfvllle. 

"You  can  stay  with  me,"  I said. 

"I'll  pay  you  well,"  she  answered. 

"You'll  pay  me  nothing,"  I told  her,  "but  you'll  spend 
all  the  time  you  are  here  talking  about  the  old  days  and  telling  me 
all  the  things  I want  to  knov/  -ind  we'll  go  up  to  the  old  cemet-ery 
and  anywhere  else  you  like." 

Tears  came  Into  her  eyes  apd  she  paid,  "ll  guess  I'll 
think  I've  died  and  gone  to  heaven." 

So  you  see  this  visit  is  a must  on  our  October 
schedule,  but  you  ;md  Helen  have  complete  priority  and  I don't  want 
the  dates  to  overlap.  As  soon  as  I hear  from  you  I'll  write  to  her. 

Our  telephone  is  a great  comfort.  Keith  is  in  New 
2^ork  and  I have  been  able  to  talk  with  him  twice  without  leaving  the 
house.  In  the  past  I have  literally  spent  hours  hanging  /round  the 
telephone  office  in  Conway. 

The  weather  this  last  v;eek  has  been  lovely,  but  before 
th't  we  had  some  terrific  rains.  They  didn't  do  our  roads  any  good 
but  '.;e  still  manage  to  get  up  and  dov/n. 

How  did  the  speech  go?  And  how  are  you?  Vnd  Helen?  and 
Herbert?  And  everything?  '.Ve'll  have  so  much  to  talk  about. 

•'eantime,  as  alv/ays,  my  love. 


Oct:>bf»r  12,  I9A6 


Deircst  Olrla, 


Your  visit  hero  see^s  like  a heavenly 
Irea- , different  fror  other  iarGi!iB  In-thTt,  the  -".enory 
doesn't  fndc.  I hor-o  the  trip  dov;n  wis  not  too  roujh. 

You  were  both  angels  to  coae. 

I nriBwcrcxJ  all  the  letters  you  left 
but  I a">  keeping;  them  'ind  the  c rbone  of  ay  answers 
in  y files  to  save  you  the  bother  of  havln,:'  to  put 
tier  in  yours,  d sides,  they  are  not  really' worth  filing. 

The  radio  script  preparcxl  by  the  Catholic 
Diff.eat  was,  as  we  .Tl^sht  have  'nown,  not  very  iood , but 
it  see-red  to  •’■c  har-rloss  and  with  one  corractlon  of  fact 
I let  it  ,:o.  any  penetration  of  Jielen's  Influence  any- 
where  I think  is  all  to  the  ;i,ood, 

..e  are  takin/,  Ja’^e  to  the  tr  in  In  a little 
while,  ae  dkl  so  -"uch  :njoy  beln^  here  with  you  and  he 
has  had  a very  leas  mt  ti're  since,  fhe  we-thcr  has  been 
SlorlouB  and  have  l)een  tra-"plnji  about  four  'riles  a 
day. 


'elth  is  -'.s  hopeful  as  I ar  that  we  can 
i a ~uch  lon;;'Rr  ti're  together  on  the  -rountain  n-^xt 
Y'-ar.  hat  the  world  needs  la  a dozen  or  two  Helen 
oll-^rs.  Then  we  could  ke«:  tne  ori^^inal  and  farr  out  the 
others. 


ra’'^o  the  best  possible  core  of  yourselves 
and  re-ie-ber  t.’at  wi'-^rever  you  po  our  love  ^oee  with  you. 
If  you  think  of  asythinis  I enn  do  while  you  are  av,’ay,  send 
word,  ■ ithcr  direct  or  throupb  the  Found' t ion.  I'll 
O'’  In  rdon  City  fro-r  ”ov.  1 ind  nothlnj^  would  be  too 
'"uch  tr  ublc. 


I shall  be  n-TVOuc  about  all  three  of  you 
unoil  I see  you  a ain  end  th  ro's  no  use  tellln:^;  e 
"there's  nothin j,  to  worry  about."  I ’■now  tiv.t  lout  I 
> orry  Just  tne  Ba-  e. 


'y  love,  as  alv^ays. 


nt  love  to  liznb-'th  lain 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  liarden  City,  N.Y 
December  2,  1946 


Dearest  Polly, 


Amelia  Is  writing  you  about  our 
visit  to  VJestport  on  Saturday.  I won't  go  into  it. 

You  will  not  want  to  read  it  twice.  The  Rauskolbs 
wore  hospitality  Itself.  They  are  true  friends  to 
the  three  of  you. 

I hope  you  are  not  torturing  yourselves 
with  the  agonies  of  self-reproach.  Not  one  of  you 
is  to  blame  and  we  all  h'>ve  to  move  on  from  here.  It 
can  even  be  looked  upon  as  an  opportunity  t,o  begin 
again  with  a clean  slate.  I know  it  is  much  easier 
to  talk  this  way  th'.m  to  feel  this  way,  but  Helen's 
great  contribution  to  life  has  been  immaterial. 

Thank  God  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  firel  I hope 
she  is  keeping  a record  of  her  thoughts  or  that  at 
least  she  is  cherishing  them  so  that  when  a roment 
of  leisure  comes  she  can  put  thorn  down.  She  has 
always  >nov/n  how  to  face  disaster  (so  have  you) 
and  she  has  always  known  how  to  put  it  down  in 
eloquent  words  v/hlch  fill  other  people  with  her 
own  courage. 


Jo  tried  to  telephone  you  while  you 
were  still  In  Paris.  He  and  Florence  were  going  to 
the  country  for  Thanksgiving  and  I don' t know  if  he 
ever  reached  you.  I do  not  need  to  tell  you  how 
stricken  we  have  all  been — Jo,  Katharine  Gornell, 
Katharine  Conant,  Robert,  Jake,  '^eith — all  of  us. 

Robert  was  with  me  last  week.  Yesterday 
he  went  to  St.  Vlbans  for  a hernia  operation  which 
is  due  to  take  place  today  or  tomorrow.  Ifterwiirds 
he  will  have  at  least  two  or  three  weeks  to  re- 
cuperate before  putting  out  to  sea.  He  does  not 
’'■now  what  his  next  duty  will  be,  but  he  hopes  to 


be  nrouni  when  you  return  and  I ho:  e so  Loo.  It 
won't  S'-'em  rltjht  If  we  don't  get  together. 


I want  terribly  to  see  you,  but  I an  not 
^olng  to  nnet  you  at  La  Guardia  Field.  A car  will 
be  thpre  to  take  you  to  .Vestport.  You  will  all  be 
worn  out  and  the  oore  people  around  the  greater  the 
delay  in  getting  you  where  you  can  rest.  As  I cold 
\nella  Saturday  her  Job  and  mine  Is  to  do  all  we 
can  to  make  it  possible  for  you  to  do  exactly  what 
you  want  to  do.  I am  yours  to  command — you  know  that. 

I hope  this  reaches  you  at  lizabeth  Bain's. 
Give  her  my  love. 


The  pin  oak  you  planted  for  Teacher  is  alive. 
I broke  off  a tiny  twig  on  the  side  towards  the 
house.  The  sap  was  green.  It  is  a miracle — and  a 
symbol. 


■'y  love  to  all  of  you, 


Doce-nb;’r  19^i6 


Dcir  Sandra, 


YcBtei’d  ly  Jo  arid  Florence  Davidson 
and  I had  a long  and  earnest  conversation 
about  Helen  and  Polly,  the  Tain  burden  of 
which  was  of  course:  v;li  t enn  y,e  doY  They 
told  T©  about  your  war-i-hearted  proposal  to 
try  to  raise  Tioney  for  them,  but  there  arc 
several  reasons  why,  at  the  moment,  ohls 
does  not  seem  feasible. 

The  most  Important,  since  Polly 
and  Helen  are  our  first  concern,  is  that 
certain  VIP's  In  the  background,  by  which  in 
this  connection  I mean  P's  with  money,  are 
definitely  plannln5  to  replace  the  house  and 
perhaps  even  to  go  far  tov/ards  refurnishing 
It.  \ny  parallel  movement  might  strangle  this 
Impulse  at  the  source.  We  feel  (and  so  do 
others  with  whom  I had  talked  before  I knew 
about  your  rroposal)  that  this  ought  to  have 
the  right  of  way.  .hen  the  VIP's  have  done 
what  they  Intend,  the  rest  of  us  can  move  in 
to  help  fill  up  the  chinks.  And  God  knows 
there  will  be  plenty  of  chinks. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be 
little  enough  to  turn  over  to  them— Helen  and 
oily— but  the  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  getting  it  seem  to  me  insuperable  un- 
less you  and  £tuart  have  secret  means  of 
acculring  money  secretly.  iS  you  have  probably 


sumlscd  from  the  press  Jo's  committee  is  bank- 
rupt and  jn  the  way  out.  .hat  is  left  will  Join 
UT..  with  some  other  organization  (PAG)  or 
or,  anlzatlons.  Jo  nev  r personally  had  anythln^j 
to  do  with  oollectlng  money  and  really  wouldn't 
know  how  to  go  about  It. 

Then  too,  I think  Hiblen  and  Polly  themselves 
would  stamp  down  on  any  effort  to  -ake  them  the 
objects  of  a public  appeal.  If  I have  mlsln- 
ternreted  your  Idea,  forgive  me.  Remember  I had 
It  at  second  hand. 

A house  will  be  waiting  for  the  girls  when 
they  return-- Harvard  House,  I believe.  In 
which  they  have  lived  before  and  with  which 
Helen  is  familiar.  This  will  be  theirs  until 
June,  after  which,  on  the  assurance  of  one  of 
the  VIP's  "other  arr'angements  will  be  made." 
ihe  Immediate  problem  is  to  ' ake  their  entrance 
Into  this  house  as  little  dismal  as  possible. 

Amelia  Bond  (^rs.  ihomas  Bond,  27  W.  55, 
Circle  7-3526)  has  taken  It  upon  herself  to 
see  that  tools  are  provided.  Helen  will  have 
a Braille  writer  and  a typewriter  and  paper. 

oily  will  have  Helen's  books,  a complete  set 
(I  am  taking  care  of  this),  pencils  and  paper. 

Jo  is  , Ivlng  them  the  terra  cotta  of  his  first 
bust  of  Helen  (this  v;lll  please  Polly  more 
than  Helen  but  they  will  both  love  It)  and  is 
ready  to  send  it  up  any  time  the  green  light 
shows. 


Last  £?aturday,  .Sfov.  30,  I drove  up  to  .-,'eet- 
port  with  ••'rs.  Bond  to  look  over  the  situation. 

I don't  need  to  tell  you  what  our  etrotions  were. 
I don't  dare  hope  too  much,  but  I did  find 
charred  pages  of  Helen's  diary  of  her  trip  to 
Japan  and  of  an  epic  poem  that  she  began  nany 
years  ago  when  John  t’aoy  was  with  them,  vory- 
thing  was  wet,  but  I am  having  these  fragments 
sent  down  to  me  and  hope  to  have  them  sorted 
before  the  girls  return. 

Day  before  yesterday  I sent  Polly  an  air- 
mail letter  to  tell  her  that  I would  not  meet 
them  at  La  Juardia  Field,  >'rs.  Bond  will  see  to 
it  that  a car  is  on  hand  bo  take  them  to  *est- 
port--maybe  a car  of  ”r,  Pfeiffer's  or  of  '■'r. 
"Igel  8— at  any  rate  a car  will  be  there.  Jo  and 
Florence  will  not  meet  them  either.  I’he  Iris 
know  that  we  are  theirs  to  command  and  that  we 
would  drop  everything  and  come  to  them,  even  on 
Christmas  Day,  ihe  same  goes  for  Aatharlno 
Cornell  who  sailed  for  ngland  on  Nov.  29  to 
see  about  a -lay  which  she  hopes  to  bring  over 
later  in  the  season.  Her  return  voyage  is  set 
for  D'’c.  14  and  she  may  see  them  vvhlle  she  is 
abroad,  Che  will  at  least  be  in  touch  with  them. 

In  the  meantime  there  remains  for  us  the 
problem  of  getting  the  house  ready  and  I think 
you,  Sandra,  are  elected  for  the  final  touches, 
'rs.  Rauskolb,  a good  scout,  a close  neighbor, 
whom  you  hav  • probably  met,  can  be  depended 
upon  for  anything— but  your  touch  will  be  needed 
for  the  final  arrangements  of  flowers,  furni- 
ture  (probably  nothing  to  be  done  here), 


wcotoh  ^nd  Boda  and  all  the  other  things  that 
one  mlsht  nef’d  who  wished  to  b©  alone  at  the 
ooTient  of  arrival.  I do  not  need  to  add  that 
anyuhing  you  wish  in  the  way  of  money  or  manual 
labor  will  bo  provided. 

Last  summer  we  kept  hoping  that  you  would 
appear  again  on  our  hill.  Jur  feelings  will  be 
hurt  if  you  tell  us  that  you  went  to  Chatham  and 
pass’d  us  by. 

I might  apologize  for  the  length  of  this 
letter,  but  I won't.  I know  that  we  all  have  the 
same  interests  at  heart  and  that  the  only  question 
is  how  best  to  express  what  we  feel.  And  I know 
that  we  can  all  work  together.  If  you  are  in 
town  give  me  a ring.  Perhaps  we  could  have  lunch 
at  the  Harvard  Club. 


Incerely, 


December  19^6 


Dear  ‘^ay. 

So  many  well-meanlnji  people  have  been 
tryln^i  to  plan  out  a now  life  for  Helen  and 
Polly  that  I have  been  In  a dither  over  since 
we  were  in  Westport.  After  all  the  tslrls  have 
a rl;;ht  to  do  a little  plannings  on  their  own 
account. 


I have  been  in  close  touch  with 
Amelia  and  this  morning  she  and  I elected  you 
and  "'rs.  Grummon  to  make  the  house  pleasant 
with  flowers,  liquor,  etc.,  to  welcome  the 
'iris.  I am  getting  a complete  set  of  Helen's 
books  for  oily,  Amelia  is  seeing  to  it  that 
Helen  will  have  a Braille  writer,  a typewriter, 
and  some  paper,  and  the  American  Bible  Society 
is  sending  Helen  a Bible  in  Braille.  Jo  David- 
son is  planning  to  give  them  the  beautiful 
bust  he  made  jf  Helen,  the  first  one,  in  terra 
cotta,  and  is  ready  to  send  it  up  at  any  time. 
;.ver  so  many  people  want  to  do  something,  but,  it 
is  so  difficult  to  know  Just  what  tJ  do  until 
we  v-now  better  what  Polly  and  Helen  want  and 
Juiit  how  they  intend  to  live,  'ine  and  Amelia's 
Job  seems  to  be  to  hold  them  off  until  thlnc^ 
have  moved  forward  a bit.  A proposal  was  made 
(say  nothing  about  this  to  anybody)  to  go  before 
the  public  to  raise  money  for  them.  I am  quite 
sure  that  Helen  and  roily  would  not  tolerate 
this  and  I agree  with  Amelia  that  the  best 
thing  we  can  do  is  lo  remain  in  the  background 


while  those  with  means  decide  what  they  are 
coiner  to  do.  'fterwards  there  will  be  plenty  of 
places  'vhere  we  can  fill  In. 

''y  personal  Job  Is  to  sort  the  papers  that 
are  salvaged.  Could  you  have  them  sent  to  me  at 
the  above  address?  They  would  have  to  come  by 
express  (manuscript  has  to  go  first  class  mall 
arxt  this  would  be  too  'xpenslve).  I told  David 
what  to  save  and  I'd  like  It  sent  to  me  collect. 

I hope  there  will  be  som  thing  of  value  In  the 
lot  but  I don't  dare  hope  too  much.  At  any  rate 
I'd  like  to  go  over  It  before  iielen  and  Folly  see 
It. 


I sent  Folly  an  alr-’-.all  letter  to  tell 
her  that  I would  not  meet  thee  at  La  duardla 
■ leld.  I h'lve  an  Idea  that  they  will  bo  so  tired 
that  they  will  want  to  crawl  Into  a cor-ner.  I 
am  terribly  anxious  to  see  them  (as  we  all  are) 
but  I feel  that  they  ou^^t  to  huvo  the  privilege 
of  saying  when  we  shall  meet.  The  Jo  Davidsons* 
who  flew  b'.ck  from  France  this  summer,  agree 
with  m©  on  this  and  I know  you  and  Charley  do 
too. 


.hatever  I can  do  to  help  make  their 
homecoming  less  dismal  you  can  count  upon.  For 
once,  the  hell  with  money. 

I am  already,  for  you  and  Charley  both. 

Gratefully  yours. 


Deoenber  7»  19^6 


Dear  ^Isa, 


Helen  and  Polly  are  due  to  return 
on  Dec.  21.  They  are  flying  back.  One  of  the 
felffer  houaes  la  ready  for  their:--!  believe 
the  oatre  one  that  they  lived  In  while  theirs 
was  building— and  they  can  stay  in  it  until 
June,  after  which,  says  Mr.  Pfeiffer,  other 
arrangenents  will  be  made.  I hope  this  means 
that  the  place  at  Aroan  Ridge  will  be  rebuilt. 

The  girls  are  now  with  Elizabeth 
Bain  In  Stirling  and  I hope  are  getting  a 
little  rest.  They  were  between  '.thens  and 
Paris  when  the  fire  took  place  and  direct 
contact  was  not  established  with  them  until 
the  following  Tuesday.  lolly  bi’okc  down  over 
the  transatlantic  phone  for  a few  minutes, 
but  they  have  rallied  and  their  cables  are 
as  heroic  as  you  would  oXpect.  Herbert  is 
with  them. 

I went  up  to  ..estport  last  Saturday. 
The  porch  furniture,  one  chair  from  the  living 
room,  and  the  i^ltchen  clock  were  saved  from 
the  house,  the  oar  and  the  station  wagon  from 
the  garage.  Fragments  of  Helen's  papers  were 
Btrovm  about,  badly  charred,  but  I as’-cd  the 
workmen  to  save  them  and  send  them  to  me. 

"r.  Pfeiffer  Is  having  the  debris  cleared  and 
the  ashes  will  be  sifted.  Thank  aod  for  this. 
It  would  be  too  cruel  if  they  had  to  look 

( over 


at  the  rulna  the  way  they  are  now. 

The  Oliver,  both  flat  and  hollov/  ware, 
and  the  carved  Ivorleo  were  at  the  bank.  The 
e,old  clock  which  bolonged  to  Teacher  was  left 
with  a nelvjibor,  and  I believe  that  some  of 
the  beet  of  the  paintings  were  stored  aowo- 
where  else.  A steel  door  separatod  the 
garage  fro?i  the  house  and  so-ne  of  the  contents 
of  Herbert's  room  survived— shirts , for  in- 
stance. Otherwise  ■ v ' rv thing  is  i^one.  The 
greatest  loss  Is  of  course  ielen's  papers-- 
her  unflnloh'^d  boc*,  her  unpublished  articles, 
her  rnlllo  notec;.  It  makes  me  sick  to  think 
of  them. 

Some  friends  of  their  su.jjweeted  trying 
to  collect  a fund  of  ^50,000  for  thorn,  but 
this  Seer'S  unwise  on  a dozen  counts,  the 
chief  of  which  Is  that  Helen  aiTd  Tolly  would 
not  llk'»  it.  ”eantlmo  sor.e  of  the  wealthy  non 
in  the  b'ckground  have  the  situation  much  in 
mind  and  the  best  course  seeras  to  be  to  wait 
until  we  see  what  tiiey  will  do,  then  close  In 
and  fill  as  many  of  the  cracks  as  we  can. 

The  American  Bible  Society  Is  replacing 
..elen's  Braille  Bible.  It  will  be  in  the 
house  when  she  arrives.  So  will  a Hraille 
writer,  a typiewrlter,  and  eoiro  papex’.  I am 
jotting  together  a complete  set  of  Helen's 
books  for  them,  and  Jo  Davidson  is  presenting 
Helen  with  the  bust  he  made  of  her,  the  teri-a 
cotta  which  was  the  center  of  that  party  we 
attended  some  years  a o.  Their  neighbors  in 
•estport,  the  Hauskolbs,  are  filling  the 
refrigerator  with  food  and  they  and  the 
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Orum-BonB  who  live  at  Reddina  will  make  the 
house  pleasant  for  them  on  the  day  of  their 
arrival.  An  automobile  will  be  v/nltlns  at  La 
Ouar^la  Field  to  take  them  up. 

As  soon  as  I know  definitely  which  house 
is  to  be  theirs  I will  drop  you  a line.  All 
with  whom  I have  talked  thus  far  seem  to  think 
that  the  best  we  can  do  now  is  to  have  some 
token  of  our  affection  in  the  house  when  they 
reach  It — then  wait  the  turn  of  events  before 
we  decide  what  to  do  next. 

I h^  thoU(^t  many  tides  of  callln;;;  you 
but  didn  t know  how  to  reach  you.  I wasn't 
bright  enoufsh  to  realiae  that  all  I had  to  do 
was  to  open  the  telephone  book.  You  were  not 
in  this  'rornin6--henGe  this  in  place  of  the 
call. 


v;e  must  got  together  some  time  this  winter, 
eantime  I 11  let  you  know  if  their  ar*  any 
special  devolopraents  in  the  plans  for  helen  and 
oily,  ven  if  the  VIP’s  decide  to  rebuild, 
can  they? 


Yours, 


9s^4 
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Docomber  12,  19^6 


Dear  Florence  and  Jo,  v/ 1 1? £►  o 

I checked  v/ith  're. 

Bond  on  the  sltuTtlon  with  Helen  and  Polly 
with  8; eclal  reference  to  making  a radio 
appeal  for  books.  She  feels,  and  I agree 
with  her,  that  it  would  be  unwise,  at  least 
for  the  time  being.  In  the  first  place  we 
have  no  idea  yet  what  we  shall  be  up  against. 
The  Powers  that  Be  (I  mean  that  be  able)  have 
not  yet  held  their  meetln5--lt  will  co;.e 
off  Just  before  the  girls  return.  i(e  don' t 
know  how  far  they  will  go.  The  insurance  was 
pitifully  small;  confidentially,  only  5l5»000. 
Inithe  second  place  Helen’s  life  work  depends 
upon  malting  appeals  to  the  public  on  behalf 
of  others  who  are  blind  and  deaf.  I don't 
think  she  would  like  an  appeal  for  herself 
and  I don't  think  anyone  ought  to  make  it 
without  letting  oily  in  on  it.  ■.  request  for 
books  v/ould  be  different  from  a request  for 
money,  but  I think  we  ought  to  hold  off  until 
we  'now  whore  and  how  the  girls  re  going  to 
settle. 


■'re.  Robert  Pfeiffer  is 
arriving  In  kestport  from  Cambridge  today  po 
open  Horv'rd  House  for  them.  Jhe  le6t-r.inute 
touches  will  be  given  by  'rs.  drum  on  and 
■'rs.  Rausoh’'’olb.  'rs.  Rauschkolb  is  a near 
neighbor,  a good  friend,  and  as  dependable  as 
they  come,  '.nything  entrusted  to  her  v.lll 
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b«  taken  care  of  ae  you  would  take  oare  of 
It  yourself.  Her  address  Is; 

’»r3.  Charles  Rausohkolb 
'.Vestportt  Gonn'^otlcut 
RFD  i. 

Jf  course  I feel  that  anythln-r  of  Jo's 
Uf^ht  to  go  under  armed  guard  with  Secret 
ervlce  escort.  If  it  does  go  by  oar  you  can 
get  directions  from  ^rs.  Thomas  Bond — 27 
• 55;  telephone  evening  Circle  7-3526,  day- 
time Regent  A-6597.  "he  might  herself  be 
^olng  up  by  automobile  before  the  girls 
arrive. 

If  I have  good  news  about  the  rebuilding 
of  the  house,  I will  telephone  you. 

\ffc-otlonately , 


.b.  'rs.  Rausohiioib  says  that  all  the 
mangled  remains  of  the  house  have  been 
cleared  away.  Thank  Gocl  for  this.  Nothing  of 
value  v/as  fouiid  and  she  says  she  has  only 
a handful  of  charred  papers  to  send  ne. 


MRS.  KEITH  HENNEY 

— s 


I FIFTH  STREET 


GARDEN  CITY.  N.  Y. 


Dpcember  28»  19^6 


Dearest  Polly, 


I will  do  the  little  Intro- 
ductljn  within  the  next  two  or  three  days  and 
Bend  It  to  you.  Is  for  ’r»  Dllley,  I 

!,hjuld  think  the  obvlouc  thln^  for  him  to  do 
le  to  give  Helen  a rug.  She  needs  everything 
and  this  Is  one  thing  that  he  could  select  as 
an  expert,  'aybe  he  will  think  of  It  himself 
If  Helen  tells  him  that  the  house  Is  to  be 
rebuilt. 


Robert  is  on  his  feet  again, 

Is  In  New  York  at  the  moment  seeing  the  girl 
off,  Ind  what  a silly  story  that  Is.  Women  Is 
Id  Jits,  '^en  too. 

I do  hope  to  heaven  that  you 
and  Helen  and  Herbert  are  getting  a little 
rest.  You  must  not  let  your  friends  kill  you. 

As  soon  as  you  find  a breathing 
space  I want  to  come  up  aiid  get  after  Helen 
with  a riok-axe  about  her  book,  I see  It  so 
clearly  and  It  Is  so  exciting  that  I have  not 
been  able  to  sleep  at  night  for  thlniclng  of 
It.  I talked  with  elth  and  Robert  about  It 
and  they  took  fire.  I'll  do  the  talking  to 
Helen  myself,  so  It  will  not  be  too  strenuous 
for  you.  It  Is  going  to  be  the  best  thing  she 
has  ever  wrlttenl 
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Let  me  take  oare  of  any  letters  that 
I can  or  any  ehopplntj  or  anything  else.  Let 
your  motto  be  to  save  yourself* 

The  household  sends  love.  I don't  have 
to.  ''Ine  la  already  there. 


Oardcn  City,  January  3*  194? 


Dearest  . oily, 


It  is  now  Helen's  turn  to  alt  in  Judijnent  and  I know  she 
will  be  as  frank  with  rae  as  I have  always  been  with  her.  I have  s ent 
a ridiculous  amourifi  of  time  on  this  little  preface,  tryints  to  compress 
the  essentials  of  more  than  forty  years  into  one  page.  Counting  front 
•ind  back,  it  can't  possibly  be  more  than  that,  no  matter  what  size 
they  make  the  book,  3ut  you  know  ani  Helen  knows  that  I -..111  spend 
any  Qod's  quantity  of  time  to  make  it  what  you  want  it  to  be,  ,hen  it 
T.  ets  with  your  approval  I suggest  that  you  foimward  it  to  'r.  Paul 
Hodder  ,, illlams  with  a note  saying  that  I am  the  author  of  "The 
Deliverer  of  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,"  which  Fred  rick  -'ulier 
published  in  ngland  in  1934,  I am  returning  his  letter, 

I am  also  sending  you  "Iss  oe  Roux's  letter  from  Africa 
and  my  reply.  If  there  are  any  other  letters  I can  take  care  of  send 
them  to  me. 


Today  is  the  day  I hoped  to  be  with  you,  but  the  roads 
are  such  that  if  we  had  not  already  cancelled  the  trip  we'd  have  to  do 
it  now.  Somebody  would  have  to  risk  his  life  on  the  ice  and  we  can't 
do  v/lthout  Herbert  or  Robert  yet  a while,  Robert  has  taken  the  train 
for  Boston  to  soend  the  week-end  with  the  Dows  whom  you  met  at  the 
commissioning  of  the  ''ansfleld.  His  visit  has  been  terribly  broken  up. 
First  the  hospital,  now  the  dentist  the  is  minus  a front  tojth  which  is 
to  be  replaced)  and  in  between  the  one  we  call  iss  New  Orleans.  She 
was  a ,ave  there  and  after  she  was  separated  from  the  service  Robert 
saw  quite  a bit  of  her,  ,hen  he  started  north  the  idea  was  that  .she 
was  coming  to  Columbia  University  to  study  and  it  v;ould  be  awfully  nice 
for  her  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  while  Robert  was  in  the  hospital.  3y 
the  time  she  got  here  she  had  abandontxi  all  thought  of  study  at  Columbia 
or  anywhere  else.  Her  one  aim  was  to  get  Robert  and  it  turn  ;d  out  to  be 
a very  embarrassing  affair  for  everybody,  for  Robert  had  not  intended 
to  give  her  so  much  encouragement  and  hasn't  the  slightest  Intention 
of  marrying  again.  She  was  with  us  a great  doal,  including  a long  week- 
end and  Christmas  Day,  and  the  breeze  th^t  you  heard  going  past  ^larvard 
House  was  the  united  sigh  of  relief  v/hen  she  turned  her  face  back 
towards  Nev/  Orleans.  It  was  terribly  sad — two  lonely  people  who  had 
everything  to  give  each  other  except  the  one  thing  that  was  necessary. 

I was  sorry  not  to  Join  you  that  day  at  Jo's,  but  life 
is  goddamn  complicated  and  I feel  that  what  we  need  most  is  a long, long 
session  with  H len  without  interruption  and  no  matter  how  distinguish'd 
the  company  may  be  anything  else  is  tantalizing.  You  are  both  in  my 
thoughts  so  much  that  the  only  way  I know  to  reach  the  point  where  I 
can  settle  down  to  anything  else  is  to  see  you  and  talk  out  everything. 

On  'onday,  Jan.  6,  Katharine  Conant  goes  to  the  Nassau 
Hospital  in  "ineola.  Long  Island,  for  that  gall-bladder  operation.  I 
feel  bereft  without  her,  but  she  has  a good  doctor  and  a good  surgeon 
and  is  supposed  to  be  back  in  full  circulation  in  six  weeks. 


f 


2 


To  tell  the  truth,  I feel  bereft  anyhow,  and  shall  until  you  and 
Helen  and  I have  had  some  hours  together,  quietly,  with  Herbert  in  the 
background.  The  background  is  very  important, 

p;arly  n.'xt  weak  I will  call  you — as  soon  as  I know  what  bt. 
Albans  (Robert  is  not  yet  free  from  there)  and  tho  dentist  say.  Not 
xany  people  for  v/hom  I would  desert  x.y  home  and  husband--none  that  I 
can  think  of  but  you  and  Helen.  But  when  I come  I mean  to  stay  as  long 
as  necessary  and  the  rest  of  the  world  can  wait. 


''eantime,  my  love. 


Oarden  City,  Now  York,  Jan.  18,  194? 


Doareet  Polly, 


Have  Helen  sl^sn  one  of  the  Inclosed  letters  from 
Doubl'Tdays  and  return  it  to  "rs.  Pollard..  She  can  keep  the  other 
for  her  files.  I am  aendintj  your  address  to  DoubiedayB--they  had 
not  known  how  to  reach  you — and  from  no-  on  mail  from  there  will 
come  to  you  direct. 

I took  the  liberty  of  openin,3  the  letter  from 
Uruguay  in  the  hope  that  I could  answer  it  for  you,  but  as  you 
can  see  it  is  probably  something  Helen  will  need  to  attend  to  her- 
self. Oh  dear,  if  you  could  Just  stem  the  ti.le  of  correspondence 
long  enough  to  catch  up.' 

•'onday  -eith  will  a)  see  about  getting  you  a radio; 
b)  talk  with  some  key  people  about  replacing  Helen's  library  or 
at  least  supplying  the  essential  reference  books;  c)  find  out  if 
Oosthenes  Oehn  is  Greek.  He  must  be  half  Greek,  ''aybe  that  would 
be  enough. 

-ny  time  will  be  fine  for  me  to  hive  Vmelia  to  lunch, 
■v'e'll  .meet  at  the  dlub.  In  fact,  I shall  be  delighted,  not  only 
because  I want  to  see  her,  but  because  I owe  her  for  some  dinners 
and  breakfasts  aiad  things.  .Ve  are  m -eting  Kay  on  the  29th  you 
remember.  But  we  can't  ho-;e  that  either  of  those  lunches  will  give 
us  as  much  to  laugh  at  as  ''ary  ^os.  'aybe  they  will  help  go 
reestablish  me  as  a respectable  woman. 

It  as  wonderful  being  wiGh  you  all  all  the  way 
through,  but  I am  still  slightly  groggy  with  fatigue.  I c ould  noG 
have  gone  to  town  yesterday.  The  old  max’e  ain't  whap  she  used 

to  bo  and,  as  I havo  said  before,  along  with  everybody  else,  I 
don't  see  hov/  you  and  Helen  st.i.id  it. 

Yester.day  afternoon  I tried  to  get  dshol  on  the 
telephone  to  consult  her  about  a plan  I had  cooked  up  about  getting 
your  books.  She  too  h.ad  gone  back  to  town  (.'II'.)  anti  wiien  Keith  came 
home  he  thought  up  a much  better  plan  than  the  one  I had  and  so  I 
didn't  call  her  back.  I was  a little  sorry  because  at  the  same  time 
I w.antcd  to  excress  mine  and  Hebert's  at-;. reciation  of  the  oharmlug 
evening  v/e  h;id  with  them.  I think  her  living  room  is  one  of  ohe 
most  delightful  1 ever  entered.  It  is  quite  an  achievement  to  have 
a room  that  is  light  and  gay  and  at  the  same  time  d 1 jjiii'' i ed . It  is 
a perfect  expression  of  thel  and  I am  sure  of  rddle  too  and  I wanted 
to  tell  her  so.  I was  disturbed  about  the  long  delay  in  letting  her 
’'■now  whether  or  not  we  were  coming  and  as  we  left  the  dining  room 
I c ompl  1 ' ent c-d  ''artha  (this  is  the  name,  isn't  it?)  on  the 
excellence  of  the  dinner,  'artha  anewerr^d  me  firmly.  "You  didn't 
eat  any  of  It,"  she  said.  Vnd  maybe  I didn't.  By  that  time  I wasn't 
sure  whether  or  not  I was  coning  or  goingl  .nyvay  she  was  a brick, 
along  with  ".thel  and  ■ddle. 


Robert  had  what  I ml^ht  describe  as  a hell  of  a tjood  time.  We 
reached  Garden  City  shortly  after  twelve  and  went  stralj^t  to  bed. 
iNext  momlnij  he  got  up  fairly  early,  had  coffee  and  scrambled  e^s, 
looked  at  the  headlines  about  the  merger  and  said,  "Well  I don't  know 
whether  I’m  In  the  Ir-y  or  the  Navy,"  and  went  back  to  bed.  Ihle 
morning  he  Is  packing,  though  he  doesn't  know  whether  for  Japan,  the 
Mediterranean,  Boston,  or  New  York,  rie  enjoyed  the  Clarks  as  much 
as  I did  and  I can't  say  fairer  nor  that. 

Now  I want  you  and  Helen  to  do  something  for  me.  Give  me  the 
secret  of  that  physical  strength  of  yours.  It's  not  humani 

Love  from,  our  household  to  yours,  over  and  always. 


Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Janu  ii*y  21,  19^7 


Dearest  Folly, 


I have  Just  mailed  the  ..ho'a  ,ho  sketch  and  am 
sending  you  a copy.  In  the  next  edition  I think  the  whole  thinK 
oetter  be  rewritten,  but  this  time  (knowing  editors'  difficulties 
with  such  matters)  1 have  simply  patched  it  up. 

Karly  yesterday  morning  1 wont  over  to  get  the 
tO-let  paper*  i.'ou  should  have  it  by  now*  It  is  not  very  good  and 
pink  is  the  only  color  they  had,  but  at  least  it  will  serve  until 
you  can  gOu  something  better.  You  sent  me  too  much  'Oney  for  the 
lunch  (as  usual),  hnough  was  left  over  to  pay  for  the  toilet  paper 
and  I will  apply  it  there,  though  I meant  the  paper  to  be  a present. 

Do  you  want  me  to  answer  the  letter  from  the  woman 
complaining  about  Helen's  foreign  travels?  She  apparently  does  not 
realize  how  much  oelen  has  done  aid  is  doing  •’t  home. 

The  chances  are  very  strong  that  I shall  have  to  go 
to  Jhlo  very  soon,  erhaps  tomorrov/  night.  Felth's  mother  is  very 
ill,  not  unnatural  at  the  age  of  30,  and  we  are  much  concerned  about 
her.  For  psychological  reasons  it  seems  unwise  to  send  her  to  the 
hospital  or  bring  in  a nurse.  For  the  same  reason  it  might  not  be 
a good  idea  for  me  to  go  to  her.  «e'll  find  out  today  and  I will 
let  you  know. 


I tried  to  get  Katharine  Jorncll  to  tell  her  about 
the  fireplace,  but  could  not  break  through  the  guard.  The  one  who 
answered  the  telephone  seemed  foreign  and  not  very  well  aole  to 
understand  wh  t I was  saying.  I did  not  try  a second  time.  You  tell 
her  next  time  you  are  talking  together. 

latli-arlne  Jonant  is  at  home  and  doing  very  well,  but 
it  will  be  another  month  before  she  is  truly  herself  again. 

» Robert  expects  his  orders  toiiay  and  I'll  be  glad  when 

\ they  come.  The  uncertainty  is  trying.  I'll  let  you  know  when  he 
^ knovrs  and  I'll  lot  you  know  about  Ohio  as  soon  as  the  docleion  is 
■ 'made. 


y very  great  love  to  all  of  you. 


WHO’S  .KO  SKtTCH 


Keller,  Helen  Adams,  author,  b.  ruscumbla,  Ala,  June  27,  i860;  d. 

Capt.  Arthur  H.  and  Kate  (Adams)  r-'eller;  desc.  on  father's  side  from 
Alexander  Spottswood,  Colonial  gov.  of  Va.,  arid  throutjh  mother  related  to 
A'ams  and  verett  families  of  N.K.;  deaf  and  blind  since  19  mos.  as  result 
of  illness;  ed.  by  ''iss  Anne  ’'ansfield  Sullivan  (’-’rs.  John  A.  ''lacy),  her 
teacher  from  beglnnints  of  her  education  in  1887  until  her  death  in  1936; 
entered  iiadcllffe  College,  1900,  grad.  A.B.,  1904;  LL.D.,  Olasgow  U.,  1932. 
Formerly  mo^'ber  ”asa.  Commn.  for  Blind;  mem.  idvlsory  boards  fpr  various 
societies  for  blind  and  deaf;  mem.  Nat.  Inst,  of  Arts  and  Letters.  On 
behalf  of  the  blind  has  lectured  throughout  U.S.  and  Canada  and  in  England, 
Scotland,  Jugoslavia,  Japan,  Korea,  and  "'^anchukuo.  After  World  War  II 
visited  wounded  veterans  in  hospitals  all  over  U.S.;  in  1946  extended  her 
efforts  for  the  handicapped  to  Lurope,  appearing  in  '•'.ngland,  France,  Italy, 
and  Greece.  Awarded  '’Achievement  Prize"  of  $5000  by  Pictorial  Review 
for  raising  Ol>000,000  fund*  for  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

1931  (prize  donated  to  same  Inst.);  gold  key  Nat.  Ldn.  Assn.,  1938;  scroll 
of  honor  for  pioneer  work  in  relief  of  handicapped.  International  Fed, 
of  ^omen’s  Clubs,  1941.  Contr.  occasional  papers  to  Century  'Magazine, 

Ladles  Home  Journal,  I'cClure's  "'agazlne,  Atlantic  'onthly.  Author:  The 
Story  of  "y  Life,  1903;  Optimism,  an  essay,  1903;  The  '.vorld  I Live  In, 

1908;  The  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall,  1910;  Out  of  the  Dark,  1913;  ’-'y  Religion, 
1927;  ’'ldstrea'"--'''y  Later  Life,  1930;  Peace  at  ventide,  1932;  Helen 
Keller's  Journal,  I93B;  Let  Us  Have  Faith,  1940.  oving  picture  play, 

Dellv 'ranee,  based  on  her  autobiography;  has  appeared  in  vaudeville.  Home: 
lestport.  Conn. 


Garden  City,  Jan.  22,  194? 


Deare&t  Folly, 


Keith  and  I have  poetponed  our  vielt  to  Ohio  until 
next  .ednesday  the  29th.  His  mother  Is  apparently  quite  ill  and  verv 
weak,  but  for  rsychol Oj^lcal  reasons  it  seems  best  for  us  not  to  >to 
d.ashlns  out  'it  the  present  mo-ent.  "elth  has  ^one  to  ..ashiruton  this 
mornlns  -’nd  v.-lll  k-ep  in  touch  with  Jhio.  Ihe  si  tun  .ion  may  ohanie 
any  minute,  but  u-  to  now  nothing;  has  hapmen-od  to  Interfere  with  the 
oinge  that  you  and  and  1 are  to  have  in  New  York,  I mentioned  the 
Starlight  Room  at  tne  valdorf  because  I thought  she  might  find  it  -ore 
exciting  than  the  i;arvard  Club,  'aria's  is  v:ry  nice,  but  not  so  ^ood 
for  -eo-'le  who  are  ant  to  arrive  at  different  times.  Ih-re  is  no 
place  to  wait,  ho  if  it  is  all  right  with  you  I’ll  go  ahead  and  -ake 
reservations  at  the  Club  for  next  .ednesday.  Jne  thing  I would  like 
awfully  to  do  1b  to  tu:<e  ^ay  to  the  ^ernberB  Pioom  oho  'uBeu"”  of 
■'odern  \rt.  If  we  can  -osslbly  fit  it  in  I'd  like  us  to  have  tea  th  re 
as  wo  come  downtown  from  the  --'etropoli tan.  I can’t  remei^oer  v,hether 
you  have  been  there  with  me  or  not.  nyway  I think  Kay  will  get  a kick 
out  of  it,  and  this  is  her  party,  not  mine  or  yours,  i’he  train  to 
Ohio  dopsn  t leave  until  8:00  P.  '.  or  thereabouts.  On  the  •odernlstic 
side  the  .''embers  Room  at  the  'useum  of  'odern  irt  is  something  to  see. 
I don  t go  there  often  mys-lf  and  it's  only  once  in  a blue  moon  that  I 
h-ve  o chance  to  show  off.  Looks  as  if  I mi.ght  have  it  on  the  29th. 


Now  .8  for  ^‘elen's  form  letter.  'o>.;t  of  it  I thi  k 
the  all-important  first  paragraph  is  weak.  It  took  me 

v;hat  she  was  saying,  and  in  writing 
of  the  play.'.Tight  to  whom  the 
for  the  old  man  in  the  last  row 
rather  deaf  and  not  too  all-fired 
Ills  heart  a;id  you  will  have  a 
'X ample,  seems  to 
person  would  nave  to  go  to  a 


excellent,  but 

a little  whil  ’ to  figure  out  exactly 
those  letters  she  is  in  the  position 
advice  vraa  given  that  he  was  writing 
of  the  top  gallery.  This  old  m-an  was 
bri/,ht  even  when  he  could  hear.  Touch 
play  (or  .a  letter)  th-it  will  succeed,  "Quasi",  for 
me  too  learn'd  a word.  The  av  rage  person  would 

dictionary  to  find  out  what  It  means.  ,hat  Helen  is  saying  is  that 
though  surrounded  by  comforts  her  heart  is  one  wioh  the  hearts  of 
the  handicapped  and  dispossessed  of  k'urope.  She  can  rochrasc  these 
sentences  and  I think  the  first  pai\agra..h  will  be  much  stronger  if 
she  ends  with  the  seiitenco  which  is,  after  all,  its  main  burden: 
Stabbed  to  the  kj?xri  soul,  I am  vritint,  to  you  in  their  behalf."  : 
have  indicated  this  on  the  original  copy,  Jn  the  rest  of  th©  copy 
I have  Indic.at-d  minor  changes,  moat  of  which  are  in  the  interest 
terseness  and  keepin^  the  re.ader's  •^Ind  on  the  eBsentiai  problem, 
af  my  notations  are  not  clear  vc  enn  talk  .about  them  when  we  get 
together.  \nd  rer-erber  .always  that  Helen  herself  is  the  final 
authority.  I simply  making  suggestions. 


of 


On  separate  sheets  I v.  ill  give  my  summaries  of  the 
boo’.^B  you  gave  me.  The  books  themselves,  because  of  postage,  I am 
returning  in  Berante  packa  es. 

Till  I see  you  it  the  Harvard  blub  on  the  29th,  and 
f .er  that,  with  my  love. 


I 


Jirlon  ulty,  New  York 
J'uiu^ry  27,  19A7 


Dear  ’-'lie  Otero: 


'lee  Helen  ' 'Her  has  soked  zf’.  to  reyly  to  your 
letter  of  Dece’-ber  12.  Lhr  was  In  uroye  when  It  arrived,  in  the 
!cld6t  of  a lour  the  vpib  raklas  to  study  at  f Irs t-h.-ind  the  ntods 
of  th=:  wa:-bllnd--<J  on  that  continent,  hhile  she  was  in  Greece 
her  house  In  eut-ort.  buxn  d to  the  (ground  'rvd  she  caice  home  to 
find  everythlnj  she  ov;ned  In  aeh'rB--books , furniture,  xcxcntoB, 
Iftters,  TanuscrlptB,  In  short  everythlnij  except  the  euitcase 
full  of  clothes  she  had  with  her.  You  can  imagine  how  desycntely 
busy  sh-  l8.  This  is  why  I am  writing  to  you  In  her  ; lace. 

Durln  r the  .•  ar  her  books  wt  nt  out  of  print  in  the 
United  . tates,  but  very  soon  the  most  Irr-'ortant  one,  "The  ptory  of 
■*y  Life,"  will  bf  back  In  stoc''.  You  can  obt.’.ln  it  by  v.rltin^  to 
h'^r  publishers,  Doubleday  V Co.  at  1^  lest  49  ft.,  or  York  City. 
She  has  written  a number  if  other  books.  Including  "The  orld  I 
hive  In,  ' ""y  Hellgion,"  '■■nd  "Helen  Kellrr's  Journal,''  but  the  one 
you  will  • robably  find  moct  tntorccting  Is  '"’'idetream-the  ptory  of 
y I'jter  Mfe," 


In  "rhe  Ctorj'  of  -y  life"  she  tells  how  *'lc8  .ulllvan 
oa'~«  to  her  and  rf-scued  hr  r from  her  double  rrleon  of  blindness  axd 
do9fnc>gs.  You  arr-  quite  rl^ht  in  suim^lsln’^  that  sh*'  was  an  extr'- 
ordln  ry  wcnn.  .h  was  vlth  iss  feller  from  the  day  of  her  arrival 
t *lsB  oiler's  I.o'^e  in  Mebama  in  ’'arch,  1867,  until  her  de  th  in 
October,  1936.  I wrote  aoout  her  in  a book  called  nne  Sullivan  ’'icy, 
the  lory  bfl  lnd  Helm  fell“r.  This  also  le  published  by  Doubieday  ^ 
Co. 


You  V 111  bx  Inler'^rted  to  know  th  t isa  teller 
has  • Ith  her  now  as  Invaluable  friend  and  secret  ry  Iss  Tolly 
Ihoms on  v.'ho  Joir.id  the  household  in  1914  when  ’"X's.  aoy's  increasing 
blindness  " dr  n-orscary  for  her  to  call  ur on  .o-eone  to  do  for 
her  all  the  things  thit  a se  Ing  .oon  has  to  do  for  one  who  Is 
blind.  Ise  ullivan  "arrl'>d  the  John  "acy  about  whom  you  will  read 
in  "''ho  r tory  of  * y plfc." 

ise  teller  npprcclatod  your  letter. 

Ineorely  youx'S, 


Gajrden  City,  N.Y.,  Jan.  27,  19A? 


Dearoet  ^olly. 


That  w'js  Tiy  party  with  Anolia  ths  other  day.  1 have 
owed  her  a lunch  or  sojiethlni  for  ever  and  ever  bo  Long  ani  was 
only  too  happy  to  have  a chance  to  show  her  a little  hospitality  on 
Tiy  own  a. count. 


I will  answer  'iss  Otei-o’s  letter,  ohe  will  at  least 
be  able  to  set  "The  Story  of  ''y  Life"  very  soon.  'eantiTce  I have 
received  fron  fhorrs  A iron  one  lore  copy  of  "i’he  ..orld  I Live  In" 
and  three  copies  of  " ’y  Religion."  " 'y  Relision"  seeTis  to  ce  the  one 
of  Helen's  books  that  peoplo  are  most  wiliinG  part  with. 

I an  Glad  the  party  with  Kay  ia  post.oned,  for  I 
should  like  it  to  as  on  a day  when  we  are  not  hurried.  Keith  and  I 
are  Isaving  as  planned  on  ednesday.  .e  expect  to  return  on  "onday 
Feb.  3 or  at  the  latest  on  Tues.  Feb.  A.  -,ny  tine  after  th  ^t,  when- 
ever convenient  for  you  and  Kay,  will  oe  fine  for  me. 

Robe  t flew  to  the  Coast  oiturday  and  will  roturn 
early  next  week,  possibly  before  we  -jet  back,  he  v/ill  be  here  only 
a day  oaf  ore  gjIhg  to  L'orfolk.  Cur  chance'  of  seeing  hia  again  except 
for  a ninute  or  two  depanda  upon  whether  he  takes  off  for  '.’reenland 
fron  Floyd  Bennett  Field  or  not.  I don't  like  this  flying,  i'^ext 
tine  you  and  nelen  set  out  I vfant  it  to  be  on  a nice  safe  boat. 

'•'y  love  to  you  three,  as  always. 


0-arden  City,  N.Y. 
February  10,  194? 


Dearest  Polly, 


With  this  missive  I hope  to  bring  us  up  to  date. 

First  of  all,  I am  Inclosing  suggestions  for  changes  In 
the  Information  for  the  presiding  chairman  of  Helen's  meetings,  home- 
body ought  to  be  In  charge  at  the  Foundation  who  will  know  whether  or 
not  the  words  will  speak  well,  ''rs.  Gifford  would  probably  know 
whether  It  should  be  more  colloquial  and  wordy.  Speaking  Is  very 
different  from  writing  and  grammar  and  everything  else  can  go  hang  If 
a thing  Is  effective  from  the  platform.  We  may  need  to  work  It  over 
again.  Let  me  know. 

I am  returning  the  letter  from  the  editor  of  SHF  with 
my  reply  so  that  If  he  agrees  to  my  suggestion  Helen  can  send  the 
photograph.  It  seems  to  me  that  It  would  be  a very  good  Idea  for  the 
Foundation  to  have  on  hand  a biography  of  Helen  running  to  not  more 
than  500  words.  The  essentials  could  be  given  within  this  limit  and  I 
should  think  It  might  save  you  and  them  a lot  of  time  If  you  had  it  on 
a leaflet  that  could  be  mailed  out. 

Get  hold  of  McCall's  "agazlne  for  February  194?  (It  Is 
on  the  stands  now)  for  the  first  half  of  Clare  Boothe  Luce's 
explanation  of  the  "real  reason"  why  she  became  a Catholic.  Save  it  for 
-.thel  Clark  and  buy  the  March  issue  to  polish  it  off.  Give  you  a rough 
Idea  of  v/hy  Luce  has  been  In  the  hospital  for  observation.  I may  add 
that  the  article,  thus  far,  is  exceedingly  dull. 

Robert  reached  Washington  this  morning  and  thinks  he  will 
not  be  back  this  way.  Apparently  he  takes  off  for  Greenland  from  some 
' oint  in  "assachusetts . If  he  does  come  back  two  things  have  priority: 
lunch  with  you  and  Helen  at  the  Club  and  a meeting  with  Stefansson.  I 
was  spluttering  yesterday  afternoon  about  the  Navy  sending  a Georgia 
boy  to  Greenland  when  our  friend  Mr.  Nichols  (curator  of  fishes  at  the 
■'useum  of  XadjErx  Natural  History)  reminded  me  that  one  of  the  very  small 
handful  of  men  who  had  actually  stood  at  the  North  Pole  was  that  Negro 
who  was  with  Peary,  Matt  Hansen,  who  was  born  In  Panama.  Trouble  about 
Stefansson  Is  that  ho  is  such  an  ,|jithuslast  for  the  \rctlc  that  he  will 
probably  advise  Robert  to  carry  wnrLe  linen  suits  Instead  of  fur--llned 
parkas. 

I hope  Helen  Is  feeling  better  and  I am  looking  fonvard 
to  our  mt'etlng  In  New  York  with  'ay.  \ny  time  Is  a good  time  for  me. 


'uch  love  to  you  all. 


9^^  I <=?  Y “7 

We  have  come  together  this  evening  to  honor  a great  world 
citizen,  a remarkable  woman  who  for  more  than  half  a century  has  stood 
out  as  a symbol  of  hope  and  courage  for  all  mankind,  MISS  HiLEN  K .iLER. 
She  is  accompanied  tonight  by  her  friend  and  Inseparable  companion,  'ISS 
POLLY  rHO''SON.  The  thrilling  story  of  '^iss  Keller's  triumphs  over  her 
own  handicaps  has  penetrated  every  part  of  the  globe,  but  her  own 
story  is  but  one  part  of  her  service.  She  has  devoted  her  life  to  the 
blind  and  it  is  a fitting  climax  that  today  her  wonderful  energy  and 
vitality  should  be  spent  in  their  behalf  through  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Overseas  Blind-- 
organlzations  which  shall  forever  mean  hope  and  opportunity  to  those 
to  whom  fate  has  denied  the  one  sense  that  we  who  are  normal  consider 
most  essential  to  enable  us  to  act  the  part  of  true  men  and  women  in 
the  battle  of  life. 


In  introducing  Helen  Keller  I feel  that  I m.ust  speak  also  of 
her  teacher,  the  late  Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  iihen  you  hear  from  the  lips 
of  'isB  Folly  Thomson  of  the  difficulties  that  'rs.  'acy  encountered 
and  helped  her  pupil  to  overcome  and  when  you  hear  'iss  ueller  speak 
you  will  see  with  your  own  eyes  how  beautifully  '''rs.  !acy's  skill  and 
patience  were  rewarded  and  you  v;lll  understand  why  she  is  ranked  with 
the  great  teachers  of  all  time.  Lot  us  rise  etc. 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  G-irden  City,  N.Y. 
Februiry  13,  19^7 


Dearest  Polly, 


Herewith  the  Grolier  article.  Seenis  perfectly  all 

rijjht  to  me, 

I'd  love  to  have  lunch  with  you  and  Helen  and  Elsa 
on  Tuesday  the  25th.  The  Woman’s  Republican  Club  is  quite  nice.  I 
was  there  years  ago  with  a friend  of  Ann's.  I do  get  into  queer 
places — and  so  do  you. 

'other  Henney  is  much  better  and  this  ^reatly  rellev 
the  load  of  anxiety  here. 

See  you  ’'onday  at  the  *'etropolltan. 

Till  then,  with  love. 


Sirden  City,  N.Y. 
Feb.  21,  1947 


Dear  St  ' oily. 


I hope  you  and  Helen  ejot  homo  at  a reasonable  hjur  last 
night.  As  the  storm  increased  I really  began  to  v;orry  about  you.  And 
I do  hope  thit  cold  la  not  going  to  gi  e you  any  trouble. 

•'eith  says — did  I tell  you? — th  ■ t the  best  way  to  get 
the  Horsce  broadcast  is  to  write  to  the  station  that  gave  it.  If  you 
do  get  it  I'd  like  to  borrow  it  long  enough  to  read  it. 

Somehow  or  another  I have  misplaced  th  ; address  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Ov  erseas  Blind.  -,111  you  please  send  it 
to  me  and  I will  forward  the  Italian  ambassy  letter,  etc.,  to  'rs. 
Gifford  for  filing. 

I mailed  Helen's  letter  to  the  rinies  yesterda./  morning 
shortly  after  I received  it.  This  morning  I have  myself  written  to 
Senators  Wagner  and  Ives  and  to  Senator  Bridges  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
Bridges  letter  was  the  most  difficult — I exercised  my  mind  in  thinking 
un  reasonably  polite  ways  of  telling  him  I thought  he  was  a louse. 

Tuesday  I started  Bulfinch,  a Thesaurus,  and  a one-volume 
Shakespeare  on  their  way  to  you.  I think  you  also  need  the  rtcbster's 
Collegiate  Dictionary  or  do  you  h ve  it  already^ 

Take  care  of  yourself  and  don't  do  'invthin.A  until  this 

Job  is  done. 


'y  lo  6 to  all  of  you. 


F.S.  "'rs.  Blankrnhorn  at  the  AFB  wants  on:-  of  those  postcards 
v'ith  the  picture  of  Arcan  Ridge.  The  AFB  has  ^ picture  whatev  r of 
the  house,  '-^elth  made  a beauty  some  years  ago — we'll  try  to  dig  it 
up  this  week  and  make  prints. 


Varch  4,  194? 


Dearest  "oily. 


Helen's  speech  for  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  seems  to  me 
very  fine  and  there  was  awfully  little  I could  cut  out  for  the  sake 
of  brevity.  In  the  other  piece,  which  I also  like  there  was  one  sen- 
tence that  was  not  clear  to  me.  I have  marked  it. 

"This  iVeek's"  paraj^raph  on  Helen's  comments  on  "I 
think,  therefore  I am"  was  all  right.  I checked  it  against  the  book 
and  returned  it  to  "rs.  Cifford.  Helen  may  be  able  to  use  the  article 
she  wrote  somewhere  else.  I think  the  editor  in  this  case  must  have 
sent  a fom  letter  to  the  people  from  whom  he  wantcxi  statements,  since 
ho  says  he  got  so  many  "duplicates."  I recommended  that  Helen  do  this 
thing  for  them,  but  it  will  be  a long  time  before  I recommend  her’ 
paying  any  attention  at  all  to  them  again. 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  the  notice  about  ;dna  Porter. 

I had  not  seen  it. 

The  Geilgud  play  had  a marvellous  review  in  the  Times 
this  morning  and  I think  we'll  have  a lot  of  fun  if  we  can  get 
tickets  for  it. 


:eith  is  spending  the  night  in  town  tonight  and  to- 
morrow. .ve  hope  to  leave  on  Sunday  and  arrive  at  the  house  on  Monday. 

Incidentally  I am  glad  to  note  that  Helen's  typewriter 
keys  have  been  cleaned.  They  were  getting  to  be  pretty  well  clogged  up. 


^'uch  love  to  you  all, 


Garden  Glt-y,  N.Y. 
”'rch  26,  19^7 


Dearest  Polly, 


Th' L dinner  the  other  ni^ht  was  my  great  pleasure  and 
I aT  selfish  enougli  not  t,o  be  willing  to  share  it  with  you.  So  your 
mon-y  j;o>='B  back.  Besides  you  paid  for  the  theater  tickets.  Jo  and 
Florence  needed  us--needed  Helen  espocially — and  1 was  very  happy 
to  provide  a way  for  us  all  to  be  together.  I hone  Jo  has  recovered 
from  his  hurt. 

^ 1 think  it  would  be  all  right  for  hel=n  to  give  the 

'be  good"  etc.  article  to  Jo,  but  I think  she  will  find  a place 
wheri  it  will  be  more  useful.  Other  magazines  will  be  approachin  ■ 
her  for  statements  ai.d  it  mxght  reach  a place  where  it  will  help"^ 
buttress  her  cnmpai  ;n  for  the  F.uropean  blind.  Bhe  will  never  get  a 
penny  Irom  Jo  s gx'oup.  gitators  don't  contribute  money  except  for 
more  agitating — Teacher,  you  remember,  used  to  apeak  of  that.  And 
things  b 'ing  wh-*t  they  are  I am  afraid  Helen  is  going  to  have  fairly 
rough  going  in  collecting. 

. Yes,  the  witch  hunt  is  on.  No  group  in  the  country 
is  more  cowardly  th'-ui  the  radio  sponsors  and  it  is  a pity  they  h,ave 
so  much  power.  If  only  the  better-worlders  could  agree  upon  the 
world  they  want  we  might  get  somewhere.  It  is  so  tragic  that  they 
are  divided  and  each  faction  so  hell-bent  on  having  its  own  way.  I 
think  I told  you  that  my  father  was  arrested  after  the  last  wijL- 
because  he  refused  to  join  the  witch-hunt  then,  ne  is  one  of  the 
few  people  I have  ever  known  who  really  believed  and  act.od  upon 
Voltaire's  famous  saying  about  the  right  of  free  speech. 

Today  I had  a shoi't  letter  from  ;^obert.  He  has  two 
costs  In  jr-enland  .about  IpO  mil  's  \part,  jne  it  Grondal,  the 
other  ,at  a pi  ice  that  does  not  appear  on  the  maps — Narsarssu ak. 

He  spent  only  a few  d'lys  in  Greenland  before  he  had  to  fly  back  to 
•rgentia  for  a conference  which  lasted  until  about  ten  days  ago. 

He  says  that  except  for  the  winds  the  climate  is  not  so  bad-- 
temperatures  between  25  and  35  ever  since  he  has  oeen  th  re.  .le 
sent  love  to  you  and  Helen. 

I had  an  awfully  nice  thank-you  note  from  Kay 
Rauechkolb  during  the  course  of  which  she  displayed  the  sensitiveness 
which  makes  us  r 'srect  -and  like  her.  I think  she  got  a Lot  out  of  the 
day--as  we  all  did.  Lhe  copied  off  for  me  the  toast  to  you  that 
Helen  gave  that  night  at  amelia's. 

It  frli'ditens  ne  to  think  how  time  is  passing,  ne 
must  sit  down  and  talk  quietly  before  1 get  off  to  New  Hampshire, 
■'aybe  I'll  come  up  and  swend  a day  and  hl.ght  with  you?  All  sorts  of 
things  to  talk  over. 

'y  love,  over  and  always. 


viardPii  Olby,  New  York 
Vpril  2,  19^7 


Deareet,  Polly, 


further  ".nd 
will  be  very 
when  it  1h  d 
Helen  nr.  ak. 


This  little  Qreech  1b  very  difficult 
I do  nob  Bee  thiit  it  really  needs  it»  I 
effective  aad  I an  lookinj  forward  bo 
etlvered.  It  has  oeen  a lon^  time  since 


bo  cut  any 
think  it 
be ins  hand 

1 have  heard 


in  the  Jezanne 
it  seoTB  to  -n': 
soul.  There  la 


very  tirins  but  arrl  regarding.  I was  somewriat  disappoJK; 

in  the  Jezanne  exhibit..  T.  .Tn  uii  ..r.  ui.o.appoint( 


exhibit, 
chat  the 
"'louotgny 

hope  bo 


lor  all  the  oeauty  of  some  of  the  canvasses 
.arbiet  himself  lacked  depth  and  variety  of 
in  the  performance. 

t 

see  you  soon. 


'uch  love. 


MRS.  KEITH  HENNEY 


III  FIFTH  STREET 


GARDEN  CITY.  N.  Y. 


April  A,  19A7 


Dearest  ^olly, 


I a-n  returnlnts  the  inclosed 
bcoauee  I thou^t  you  miaht  like  to  keep  it. 

I enjoyed  it  very  much. 

Arthur  Godfrey  made  an  excT:llont 
oeBinnin^  this  mornins  I thought  and  I am  so 
glad  you  call‘d  to  tell  mo  about  it.  There  will 
be  more  and  it  will  be  a great  help. 

Remeniber  what  the  doctor  told  you 
and  ask  Helen  and  Herbert  to  keep  x-emindins  you 
in  case  you  show  signs  of  forgetting. 

•'uch  love. 


\prll  10,  19^(7 


Dearest  Polly, 

I think  the  cocktail  party  a lovely  idea  except  that  1l 
does  sound  as  if  you  >nd  Helen  are  building  up  another  rnurderaus  day 
for  yourselves.  Katharine  and  Larry  and  eith  are  the  only  ones  1 
can  think  of  to  Invite  and  Keith  says  he  will  come  if  he  is  not  in 
Ohio.  I haven't  been  able  to  make  contact  with  Katharine  since  she 
W08  out  when  I stopped  by  her  house  a little  while  ago.  Damn  this 
business  of  not  having  a telephone. 

I want  to  help  with  the  dinner.  I don't  think  the  Club 
Is  the  best  nlace  to  have  it  unless  it  is  going  to  be  just  us — since 
there  Is  so  much  danger  of  a jam.  .nhat  are  your  ideas?  And  isn't  a 
dinner  Just  too  much  to  add?  It  will  probably  be  very  late  before 
the  cocktail  party  is  over. 

Sounds  like  a busy  spring  for  you  and  Helen,  but  then 
it  always  is.  I am  so  anxious  to  get  you  settled  for  the  summer  so  I 
can  settle  my  own  mind  about  it. 

If  you  have  access  to  a dial  phone  you  can  reach  Keith 
at  ‘Medallion  5-0700--lf  he  is  not  at  a committee  meeting  or  something. 

I am  locking  forward  no  end  ^so  is  Katharine)  to  the 
tea.  \nd  I do  hope  it  will  oe  a great  success. 

■Tuch  love  always. 


i 


Gardr^n  City,  April  14,  194? 


Dearest  oily, 


I int  returning  Dr.  GCall'b  letoer  I'or  the  xlle  and 
with  it  a carbon  of  my  reply.  .Ibo  i vrotc  Robbie  a note. 

bo  you  8Q«  the  i^unday  iribtine  or  t.o'e  other  paper 
which  carries  "I’hie  .ieek"v  i’he  " .oxxifa  to  Live  By"  feature  is 
beautifully  handled  on  tlr-  inside  of  tho  first  pa^e  md  wc  want  to 
watch  for  Helen's. 

I iiot  a copy  of  tne  ma,iaiiine  acox’e  (rloi-encc  hod  it, 
you  re"e-nber)  with  the  reprint  from  Ihe  dton-  of  '■/  Mf.;.  Do  ''ou 
want  it?  It  oui-'ht  to  be  in  the  files  at  the  Foundation  but  I ifna^lne 
they  ta-e  care  jf  this  iind  -f  thlni-;  th -^rcs. elves . 

Chio  iron  curtain  between  uo — doxj't  j.i>e  it. 

liy  love, 


Mrs.  Keith  hWnF4-1i  i1'*^=-«fti1(S^7eet  Garden  City.  New  York  9.] 


Do.arsat  Folly, 

You  w"rc  in  angel  to  let  rre  ’'■now 
promptly  about  the  bit  of  the  Farthen’jin.  I 
had  felt,  in  anguish,  that  something  Eacr:^d  was 
lost  .and  I '-^now  you  had  too,  T can't  wait  to  see 
1.  L • 

It  has  troubled  me  that  you  h>vc 
not  -'"■’It  yourself  crual  to  going  o-^'er  to  sec 
ftrcan  :ildge.  Then  I reassured  myself.  Polly  v.'ili 
go,  I said,  when  th..  pi-  ce  needs  her;  in  her 
whole  life  she  has  never  failed  to  go  where  she 
'w:i3  needed,  ''.nd  you  ’-now,  as  1 know,  ttuat  it  is 
good  to  be  needed. 

^ <eibh  m,e.ans  to  Join  us  at  least 

Gi^ o*  by  the  tim-’  of  tl^e  oocl^tail  party,  but  it  deuends 
•p,^^^;j2^_^',upon  how  the  week  breaks  for  him  ar^3  how  he 

feels,  'iuyw.ay  Larry  Gonant  will  be  with  us  and  ho 
and  '’’atharln-,3  both  horie  for  aocoptanoe  of  tne 
dinner  invitation.  Last  Friday,  primarily  in 
honor  -of  the  occasion  I bought  a new  coat,  a 
perfectly  frivolous  coat,  the  first  entirely 
frivolous  rurchafce  I had  made  since  the  war 
began,  '.ade  me  feel  .'ood.  I advise  it  as  a 
prescription. 

allace  troubles  me.  he  lacks 
'Roosevelt's  ,'ift  in  meeting  crowds  and  1 am 
afraid  he  is  going  to  LitnagG  the  cause  he  hopes 
to  ser’/e.  I am  gl'xd  to  have  P.'ric  3oulter's 
reoort  on  Jro-oce  and  I have  some  reports  on  the 
younger  generation  in  this  country  which  will 
make  your  heart  lo.ap — as  they  did  mine. 

I don' t think  I can  b ar  to  see 
the  (;h.aplin  film.  I don't  think  even  Ghaplln  c-an 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney  111  Fifth  Street  Garden  City.  New  York 


carry  it  o.ff»  It  is  areadfui  to  think  of  3C  uiuch 
genius  5oin,j;  to  wasoe. 

I could  not  begin  to  tell  you  hov/  wonderful 
it  is  to  n:e  that  the  new  A^rcan  Ridge  ie  to  have  a 
link  with  the  past  th.-’t  goes  as  far  back  as  the 
Parthenon.  You  know  how  I aff  about  links  with  the 
past — it  Tnakss  the  new  house  seem  so  secure,  so 
much  securer  than  f ire-proof ing  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing  could  ever  make  it. 

■ hen  v-e  are  .able  to  .sit  down  and  talk  I want 
to  ask  you  if  there  is  not  some  one  in  the  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  who  can  make  excerpts  of  the 
important  books.  Helen,  for  example,  eould  not 
want  ..11  of  uucretius  (on  the  ancients)  nor  all 
of  Northrop 's  'Xhe  ’'eetlng  of  .••ast  and  west"  (for 
the  moderns)  but  she  itu:  t have  the  essential  guts 
of  both.  One  of  the  reviewers  said  of  Northrop 
that  his  was  the  kind  of  book  that  conceivably 
could  change  the  coui-se  of  history.  Now  that  I am 
reading  it  I think  uhis  is  true.  But  don't  let 
anybody  kid  her  into  thinking  that  Toynoes  is  of 
major  import  ince.  .ve  must  got 

■'y  love,  but  \-diy  do  I say  It,  when  you  know 
you  have  it, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney  111  Fifth  Street  Garden  City.  New  York 

Aiiril  14,  1947 


Dear  Dr.  McCall: 


iielen  J”.  eller  has  asku'd  me  to 
reply  to  your  very  kind  letter,  elnoe  at  the 
momnnt  ehe  iti  eo  busy  with  her  campaign  for 
funds  for  t.he  ov'  rsens  blind  that  she  has  b,  en 
obligitd  to  li-t  h.-r  personal  correspondence  k*-* 
by  the  beard.  The  dear  fingers  ache  v»hen  she  has 
finished  ro.-viing  wh  t she  ne-ds  to  read  in 
Braille  and  when  she  has  srittrn  what  she  feels 
:.he  murt  on  hor  hr'-ilie  wrlt«'r  (for  the  blind) 
or  on  her  typewriter  (for  the  rust  of  us). 

Years  ago  when  she  v;rs  an 
imdorgrad uate  at  one  of  our  beet  colleges  for 
young  women — Badcllffe  at  Carnbridge,  ''assachu- 
settB — she  -.rote  the  story  of  her  life.  It  went 
out  of  print  during  tbe  war  but  nev;  editions  .are 
planned  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  by  Lodtler 
and  Stoughton  in  ngland,  by  Doublrday  tr.  Co.  in 
this  country.  I wrote  a brief  introduction  for 
the  ^nt'llsh  edition. 


’'erhaps  you  have  not  heard 
that  while  "ica  ''eller  was  r.b.or.d  last  foil  her 
house  burned  to  the  ground.  Irennures,  boohs, 
and  a lifetime  of  'e^entos  were  deatroy.ad.  The 
.gre.ateet  loss  was  the  ""anutcrlpt  of  a book  she 
vi£  writing  about  h r beloved  te.  c.hcr,  .nno 
Sullivan  ’'Tcy.  l he  will  begin  again  ••^lth  this 
as  soon  ae  she  1b  donir  ' ir,h  cctnpnign  for  the 
overseas  blind. 

■■■eantlirp  she  is  "ca-nping  out" 
in  the  houBF  of  -■  i ri-nd  ■■hile  a house  Is 
building  for  her  on  the  sIlp  of  the  one  tht^t 
burned.  At  no  -iilre  has  her  coura.ge  shone-  eore 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney  111  Fifth  Street  Garden  City.  New  York 


brightly  thiin  now  wh>?n  t-ht  a^®  of  elxty-seven 
6b-  haa  to  begin  life  all  over  again.  5hc*  Is 
exceedingly  fortunate  In  having  ’-'ItsB  lolly 
Thomson  with  h •;r. 

L Inoerely  yours,' 


Dr.  Anthony  oJall 
35  Chris tchuroh  Hd. 
aoumeriouth,  "ngland 


Mrs.  Ksith  Henney  111  Fjfth  Street  Garden  Cjty,  New  York 


-April  18,  19^7 


De.'.ir  Kthel, 


I think  It  Is  ijolni;  to  be  all  ri^ht 
about  Folly  and  the  house.  The  trouble  Is  that 
In  thG  beginnlnt5  very  few  feople  realized  that 
In  the  loss  of  their  home  she  had  received  a 
blow  th.at  was  all  but  irortal.  .A  few  days  before 
you  and  '-.ddie  left  for  hurope  a remark  was  rade, 
quoted  I believe  as  h ivlng  first  been  made  to 
'•’r.  Pfeiffer,  _^and  insended  I think  as  a compli- 
msut,  but  to  Polly  It  was  the  last  turn  of  the 
screv/,  the  last  tv/ist  of  the  dagger.  She  felt 
there  was  no  use  In  trying  to  make  anyone  und^r- 
stand  and  simply  witbdrew''lnto  herself.  Her  not 
going  over  to  v;atch  the  new  iiouee  go  up  is  merelj 
a detail.  She  will  go  as  soon  as  the  house  needs 
her--I  am  sure  of  that. 

The  way  she  and  Helen  are  obliged  to 
depend  unon  the  charity  of  other  people,  no 
matter  how  delicately  end  lovingly  it  is  given, 
has  .alw-ays  wounded  her.  That  proud  Scots  spirit 
would  like  nothing  betuer  than  to  walk  the  world 
a free  woman,  beholden  to  no  one,  but  this  Joy 
she  has  never  known,  nor  ever  will.  She  knows 
this,  but  it  hurts.  She  knov/s  also  that  there 
are  people  who  think  that  she  and  Helen  will  sop 
up  everything  tnat  is  given  them,  without 
gratitude  to  the  giver.  This  hurts  too  and  some  i 
’•oily's  gestures  towards  freedom  in  the  way  she 
spends  money  seem  (and  God  i^nows  I think  are) 
in  view  of  the  clrcumet.ances,  rather  grotesque. 
But  I ,am  stuffy  about  things  like  this.  It  was 
the  only  bone  of  contention  between  Teacher  and 
me--this  biting  the  hand  that  feeds  you--and  I ar 


I 
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sure  I am  wrong.  The  situation  is  unique  and  must 
not  be  Judged  by  our  standards.  I mean  my  stan- 
dards. Keith's  too,  though  his  area  of  under- 
standing and  compassion  is  a lot  broader  than 
mine. 


Folly  at  the  -noment  is  awfully  close  to 
cracking  up  and  I am  terribly  worried  about  it. 
She  needs  a vacation  from  Helen.  No  way  for  her 
to  get  it.  She  n-^edc  a vacation  from  Herbert.  Ho 
way  to  get  that  either.  Herbert  is  invaluable, 
but  he  is  also  a whole  complex  of  problems  (times 
come  when  I could  snatch  him  balder  than  he  is 
now)  and  .all  those  probloms  lie  upon  Polly's  al- 
ready overbujolcned  shoulders.  Herbert  is  in  the 
middle  of  a situ-'tion  much  too  big  for  him — 
sometimes  I think  we  all  are. 

In  their  v/ork  and  in  their  living  they  run 
into  petty  jealousies,  petty  gossip — you  wouldn't 
believe  it.'  Or  maybe  you  would,  especially  on  the 
gossip.  Jo  and  Florence  and  I had  a weepy  lunch 
about  it  once,  Katharine  Cornell  and  I had  a weepj 
lunch  about  it  once.  I think  it  is  our  turn,  vqu 
name  the  day  and  I'll  be  there.  V,e  get  so  much 
more  than  we  can  give,  no  matter  v;hat  we  do,  but 
sometimes,  merely  by  talking  things  over,  wc  are 
able  to  help  a little  bit.  And  just  now  Polly 
needs  all  the  help  we  can  give  her. 

It  was  BO  nice  yesterday  for  the  four  of  us 
to  be  together — you  and  ivddie  and  Keith  and  I-- 
but  I always  come  awiiy  disappointed  from  parties 
where  I have  not  oeen  able  to  hear  every  last 
word  that  was  said.  ..'hen  I see  you  I will  tell 
you  how  Polly  planned,  to  polish  off  the  evening. 

. e stopped  her,  Jo  and  I,  in  mid-air. 

Oh  hell--and  may  I add,  affectionately  ^ours, 


Jar-1  «n  City,  New  Yoric 
April  18,  19^7 


Dearest  Polly, 

To  got  the  unpleasant  out  of  the  way  first.  This  article 
of  Helen's,  is  a o epilation  of  what  she  has  said  in  letters,  etc.,  it 
is  very  Ingenious  and  shows  that  'iss  I'ayor  (if  this  is  her  name)  is 
very  capable,  but  thsre  is  nothing  in  it  that  Is  memorable.  Helen 
cannot  afford  to  1-t  suc’/i  an  article  go  out  under  her  name.  Better 
nothing,  ’\lirn  "Her  Ladyship"  speaks  It  must  be  in  accents  that  will 
move  th  world.  Those  accents  are  not  here.  If  \ic  got  together,  t,ay  at 
the  Club,  with  this  in  hand,  we  might  be  able  ,o  build  it  up  into 
something  w.orth  while.  It  isn't  now. 

’he  "e  -ting  yesterday  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  It  was 
BO  moving,  so  dignified,  and  it  r.a'e  no  difference  (at  least  for  the 
scacB  of  time  that  "e  were  In  the  oOBmopolifin  Club)  v;h  ther.  we  were 
v^atholics  or  :-’rct  .stants--wo  all  beionged  to  Helen,  and  she  did  not 
betray  any  of  us.  I was  proud  of  both  of  you) 

I awfully  sorry  th  it  loith  and  I and  ’.atharine  and 

Larry  could  not  stay  for  dinner,  but  I kn  w tnat  -■■aith's  poor  old  legs 
had  had  as  m ich  as  they  could  take  and  th  t I'd  better  get  him  home  as 
fast  as  I could  a.'d  n:v  r mind  anybody  else.  I:  only  he  had  .iddie's 
rhysiquo  and  cnluranc'^,  but  he  h'sn't  and  that's  th  ,t.  Still,  he  was 
awfully  glad  to  me.'t  the  pcoole  he  had  heard  so  much  about  --Jo  and 
Flor.nce  (an-d  he  fell  in  love'  off  the  bat  with  Florence),  . lea,  and 
Ithel  and  -kidle. 


Bai'oro  th  ■-  two  of  you  set  out  on  your  travels  I must 
see  you.  I'll  listen  to  the  radio  on  ''onday.  Give  me  the  date  of  the 
n -xt  broadcist  and  T'il  listen  to  that  to  j.  Drop  me  a lino  or  have 
Herbert  do  it,  i was  so  glad  to  see  him  yesteraay.  He  looked  v/ell  and 
I hope  he  is  well, 

I:  the  meantime  you  must  try  ts  rest,  rest,  rest,  rest. 
So  much  depends  upon  you.  -md  I can't  go  to  New  Hampshire  until  I have 
seen  th-it  scrap  of  the  "arthenon.  That  means  that  yo  've  got  to  find  a 
day  '■■h'"n  I can  come  to  .estp-'ort. 


■'y  love,  as  always, 


i 

V 


arclen  ':ity,  N.Y.,  April  20,  1947 


Dearest  Folly, 

"0  * . reason  I sue<ie:jted  Helen's  holdlnc  out  her 

Be  not  Sxip  y good,  he  good  for  something"  was  that  I knew  t'lJt^  ^ 
sooner  or  later  some  one  like  Miss  Ghampenols  would  come  alonS  You 
may  not  emomber  but  you  and  Helen  brought  her  flr^t  -e-uol?  ?*  1°^ 

Should' not ’3:nd  It  on  to  'rs3''?rwUh  a^noU^o^^reS^^rth"! 
the°^et?e-^'h  rrisf-  "riks^f  notice  Lorn 

hear  -ou  but  I tomorrow  so  as  to 
near  ou,  out  I flnn  I am  not  sure  when  yo  • come  on  later  In  the  weeAr 

T 11  keep  trying  but  In  the  meantime  if  you  or  Herbert  could  ’'end 
me  a po^tca  d about  the  time  it  ml^ht  be  a great  bS. 

uch  a rich  day  Thursday  was,  and  at  the  end  of  lt 
I was  30  proud  of  you  and  Helen,  othljg  I can  think  o?  SulfhaJe 

rlace'at  the  CosSopolUan  Club! 

to^lat^foru''  that  there  we  were 

frL^wi  Brooks  and  I would  like  to  know  him  aside 

what  he  na#' written  ebout  Emerson  and  Few  England  and  i<ew  York. 

*v,.„  , ^ hope  to  uod  thf>t  you  are  taking  care  of  yourself 

; 'T’’^  terribly  ,bout  -ou  ebd  It  frlgi  tens  ,ye  to  tMnk 

how  much  depends  upon  you. 


Times . 


We  mu3t  yet  together  on  Helen's  article  for  the 
he  mav  oe  ,1ur.t  too  bu3v  to  do  It  now  and  If  this  Is  true  I 


think  you  ought  to  forget  It.  It  1 s' onrorthone  things  tiatwrL 
Q y„'x. wo”k.  Let  me  know  when  we  can  meet.  Ap- 11 

<-u%Jo“t°?ioo  ?:.v!  o'?  “"'’H'-'"  “i’’ 


T hor,=>  yrr^„  ^ t ‘ ® veoclnated  vesterday.  ke  Itch  today, 

chore  "elen  ana  Herbert  have  taken  care  o this  little 


My  lo  e to  you  all,  as  always. 


Garden  City,  New  York 
April  28,  19^7 


Dea^'eat  Polly, 


I have  taken  care  of  f^r.  Piper's  letter.  You 
asked  the  $64  Question  on  the  one  from  Yale  nnlverslty.  V/ho 
is  going  to  pay  for  It*^  I think  you  are  right  In  surmising 
that  they  expect  the  sitter  to  do  It  and  I think  the  thing  for 
you  to  do  Is  write  yiss  I'cT  can  to  express  Helen's  Interest 
(If  she  Is  Interested)  and  to  say  th' t of  course  ..Iss  Keller 
has  no  money  for  such  projects. 

The  Algonauln  makes  a great  play  for  celebrltles-- 
I guoss  we'd  better  check  It  off  as  a place  to  eat.. 

I hope  you  are  all  getting  some  rest. 

It  was  a grand  day  and  I hope  we  have  another 
one  before  we  scatter  for  tne  summer.  I'll  be  nervous  until 
I have  you  all  settled.  And  I want  to  talk  with  you  about 
coming  to  New  nampshlre.  I think  our  house  will  be  vacant  for 
a couple  of  weeks  In  June,  but  I hardly  think  it  would  be 
wortn  while  for  you  to  try  to  establish  yourselves  there  for  so 
brief  a time.  And  of  course  Keith  and  I want  you  to  come  while 
we  are  on  deck  and  can  be  with  you. 

Lots  of  love,  ever  and  always. 


Kow  we  have  enjoyed  the  honey'. 


May  1, 


DeareBt  Folly, 

Your  time  1b  running  short  z-ni 
so  Is  mine.  I wonder  If  It  wouldn’t  be  much 
easier  for  jfou  to  mall  Helen's  speech  to  me 
and  t'.en  let's  meet  at  the  Club  one  <3n3>-  for 
lunch  an"’  talk  It  over. 

'.-.‘e  are  hoping  to  get  tway 
around  the  15th  of  this  month.  Ve'll  be  bock 
the  first  of  June  on  our  way  to  Michigan  to 
pend  a v/eok  or  two  with  Keith's  mother,  'fee'll 
be  In  Garden  City  about  Juno  1 to  June  6,  but 
I fancy  th-^t  tou  and  Helen  by  then  will  bo  In 
Chicago . 

It  '■■0  3 In  my  mind  v/hen  I v;r>nt 
to  bed  last  night  that  I could  tolopiione  you 
this  morning.  Alas,  no  luck.  V.hot  a nuisance 
It  is'. 

My  love. 
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Garden  City,  i'ew  York,  .-ay  4,  19A7 


Dearest  Polly, 


nelen  s speech  seems  to  me  Just  as  It  Is  a very 
compact  and  expressive  bit  of  exposition  and  I don't  think  she 
needs  to  work  In  any  of  her  "odds  and  ends."  Give  her  my  con- 
gratulations and  a kiss.  I am  returning  it  to  you. 

I sorry  I didn't  acknowledge  the  article  about 
Olga.  I gave  It  to  Keith  knowing  he  would  be  Interested  In 
Investigating  the  apparatus  by  which  the  blind  read  ordinary 
print — apparently  It  Is  electronically  operated.  It  will  come 
back^to  you  in  time  (I  can  get  it  right  away  if  you  want  it). 

The  "ovlet  is  putting  all  other  countries  to  shame  in  whot  it  Is 
doing  for  education.  I hope  they  will  allov  this  apparatus  to  be 
reoroduced  elsewhere.  Has  the  Foundation  tried  to  get  hold  of  It"" 
Olga  sounds  like  a marvel  and  I have  no  doubt  she  is.  ,he  had  one 
advantage  over  Helen  In  that  her  blindness  and  deafness  did  not 
come  upon  her  until  she  was  four  years  old,  but  the  Russian  ay  tem 
of  education  seems  to  have  made  up  for  it. 

It  will  be  good  news  to  me  when  I hear  that  you  are 
both  Installed  with  Hrs.  .ieineaan,  stretched  out  for  the  rest  you 
so  much  need.  I wish  Herbert  could  skip  up  to  ''nowvllle  to  spend  a 
few  days  with  us,  but  I rather  gatnered  tfjat  he  thinks  the  new 
house  will  be  maglcked  away  If  he  doesn't  keep  an  eye  on  it.  \ie 
are  going  up  around  hay  14,  back  to  NY  June  1,  to  Ichigan  June  6, 
back  to  NH  around  June  23.  I think  I have  given  you  this  rigamarole 
before. 


One  thing  almost  kept  us  in  NY  through  hay.  This  is 
that  piece  of  s^lpture  by  Michelangelo  which  was  .exhibited  among 
the  Italian  masterpieces  at  the  Museum  of  .lodern  Art  some  years  a o. 
The  Italian  Government  has  sent  it  over  again  for  the  diamond 
Jubilee  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  It  goes  on  exhibition 
on  Kay  /J>  — I believe  I have  the  date  rlght--and  I expect  to  see  it 
the  first  week  in  June.  Do  go  up  to  see  It  before  you  get  away  if 
you  possibly  can.  I think  It  Is  the  most  beautiful  v?ork  of  art  I 
have  ever  seen  and  a friend  of  mine  who  has  been  to  Furope  many 
times  says  she  thinks  it  is  the  most  beautiful  piece  of  sculpture 
in  the  world.  I saw  It  three  times  when  it  was  here  before--!  think 
you  were  with  me  once.  It  will  lift  up  your  whole  summer  if  you 
^e»  It  now.  I don't  know  how  long  it  will  be  'n  display  and  you  may 
need  to  check  about  the  opening  day--May  23. 

I hope  to  see  you  some  time  next  week,  but  whether  I 
see  you  or  not  I am  with  you. 


Ay  love. 


FDSS  MOUNTAIN 
SNOWVILLE,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


May  25,  19^7 


Dearest  Dolly, 


I ain  sorry  I missed  your  telephone  call. 
I was  relieved  to  et  your  letter,  but  your  great 
weariness  disturbs  me.  If  you  don't  rest  this  summer, 

I am  afraid  something  dreadful  will  happen.  You  must 
do  It. 


I think  you  are  quite  right  a'oout  doing 
nothing  more  about  the  .OMAN  MAGAZINE  request.  Mr. 

Irwin  Is  within  his  rights  to  say  that  the  article  is 
dull  if  he  thinks  so,  but  when  he  says  that  It  is  out 
of  character  he  shows  only  how  little  he  knows  Helen. 

I am  returning  his  letter  for  the  file  and  I am  sending 
you  a note  I had  from  Dr.  McCall  and  a letter  from  the 
Dncyclooaedla  h’ebraica  people.  I am  inclined  not  to 
answer  It  at  all — I have  already  written  them  two  or 
three  times — and  I regard  with  much  disfavor  the  thought 
of  : elen  signing  her  name  to  an  article  some  one  else 
has  written. 


'••e  are  leaving  for  Garden  Cl  tv  on  the 
night  of  June  2 and  will  be  there  about  a week  before 
going  to  ■ Ichlgan.  ve'll  be  In  Michigan  about  ten  days 
and  then  I'll  be  lad  to  get  back  here  and  settle  dovTi. 

■•'ust  go  got  supper  now.  .e  have  with  us 
f.'ls  week-end  our  young  friend  from  kIT,  Cassius  Clay, 
whose  father  was  at  Yale  with  henry  Luce.  He  and  -elth 
have  been  working  on  the  dam  for  the  last  two  or  three 
hours  and  I know  they  will  be  hungry. 

Please  remember  me  to  Mrs.  helnemann. 

I know  she  is  taking  good  care  of  you  both. 

Much  love  from  this  household, 


/ 


F 


OSS 


M 


Olinfain  Ono\v\'ille.  Mew  Fiampsliipe 

Kay  29 t 19^7 


Dearest  Folly, 


It  was  no  surprise  to  me  that 
the  Academy  speech  was  a great  success.  I 
expected  it  to  he  and  am  only  sorry  I was  not 
there  to  hear  It.  Sounds  as  If  you  had  a very 
distinguished  audience. 

Fven  better  news  was  tne  fact  that 
the  blood  pressure  has  gone  down,  ■eep  it  low. 

I am  Inclosing  carbons  of  two 
letters  I answered  for  Helen.  Throw  them  away. 

I have  attached  others  to  the  original  com- 
munications to  send  to  F.erbert  for  the  file. 

One  small  item.  Tell  Helen  to 
watch  her  use  of  the  word  "unique."  I have 
meant  to  speak  of  this  before  now.  A little 
while  back  a newspaper,  probably  raisauotlng,  had 
her  use  the  word  in  connection  with  several 
things  at  once.  Only  one  thing  at  a time  can  be 
unlcue,  as  Helen  knows.  It  was  probably  the 
reporter's  fault,  but  we  all  have  lapses. 

',\’e  seem  fated  this  summer  Just 
to  miss  each  other.  I'd  give  a lot  to  be  at 
the  Carnegie  meeting,  but  we'll  be  in  Michigan 
when  it  comes  off. 

Remind  ^''thel  when  you  se'^  her 
that  she  once  promised  to  drive  you  up  here 
and  tell  her  that  I am  unforgiving  about 
promises  that  are  not  kept.  Maybe  in  the  fall 
you  and  Helen  and  she  and  Eddie  can  find  a 
convenient  spot  and  after  the  summer  surge  of 


Foss  N'iountciin  Snowville,  Mew  Flompsliirc 

company — that  means  July  and  August — we'd  have 
room  for  you. 


Robert  Is  finding  his  tour  of  duty  In 
Greenland  very  Interesting,  ne  ran  Into  a 
Danish  sea-captain  whose  vessel  he  had  escorted 
during  the  early  days  of  the  war  and  througli 
him  has  become  acquainted  with  a nximber  of  otner 
Danes,  which  gives  him  an  inside  track  on  the 
customs  of  the  country.  ’■■.Tien  I heard  from  him — 
his  letter  was  dated  y.ay  ll--he  had  been  "socked 
In"  (aviators'  slang  for  closed  in  on  account  of 
weather)  for  three  weeks  and  was  behind  on  news 
and  mall.  He  sent  his  love  to  you  and  Helen  of 
course . 


And  so  do  I — again,  of  course. 


FOSS  MOUNTAIN 
SNOWVILLE,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


July  26,  19A7 


Dearpst  Polly, 


It  was  good  to  hear  from  you.  I wish  the 
"ayo  people  had  given  you  some  kind  of  strait  Jacket 
to  force  you  to  rest.  I know  It  will  help  to  be  able  to 
lay  your  head  on  your  own  pillow.  How  yours  and  Helen's 
heads  mu~t  ache  for  that  moment,  no  matter  how  soft  t/.e 
ones  uDon  which  they  lie  In  the  meantime  I 

I am  glad  the  house  Is  coming  along  and 
very  glad  that  you  and  Helen  are  away  from  the  fret  of 
watching  th-^  final  elements  go  Into  place,  rierbert  and 
Amelia  are  twin  pillars  of  strength  and  I feel  that  things 
are  In  good  hands. 

I talked  with  Keith  about  books  on 
photography  for  David.  He  8a5'-3  that  in  general  the  best 
ones  are  published  in  England.  There  are  so  many  and  they 
are  so  specialized  that  i elth  would  need  to  know  what 
phase  of  the  subject  he  Is  most  Interested  In,  how  far 
along  he  la,  etc.  If  you  can  find  out  what  books  he  has 
found  useful,  that  will  give  the  beat  lead  and  Keith  will 
make  you  out  a list. 

Ann  la  here  spending  most  of  her  time, 
thank  heaven,  resting.  The  thyroid  lump  disappears  under 
this  treatment,  becomes  quite  visible  when  she  Is  nervous 
or  tlr“d.  She'll  be  here  until  August  21;  by  that  time  we 
hooe  th.a  cure  will  be  practically  complete.  Uncle  Thad 
Is  not  coming.  ??e  spent  three  weeks  In  Dublin,  then  went 
back  to  Florida.  His  physical  condition  is  such  that  he 
did  not  feel  equal  to  the  long  trip  here.  I may  try  to 
go  down  to  see  him  some  time  this  winter  or  next  spring. 

Dear  Eary  Pos'.  Don't  go  to  Holland  until 
you  hear  that  she  is  in  Java  and  keep  It  secret  then. 

Pro.  Robins  was  responsible  for  .atherlng 
up  those  copies  of  nelen's  books.  I presume  t.iSt  . erbert 
has  acknowledged  them. 

Send  me  your  address  w-.en  you  reach 
Pennsylvania  and  keep  me  In  touch  with  your  movenents.  I 
long  for  the  day  of  your  return  to  • t'can  -.Idge.  '.  on  may 
It  come'. 


Devoted  love  from  u.s  all 


F OSS  M OLintain  Snowvi  IU,M  cw  Mampsliii  i; 

July  26,  19^7 


Dear  Herbert, 

Folly  asked  me  to  send  you  the 
Inclosed  for  the  files.  She  said  she  would 
have  to  answer  It  some  day,  but  I think  It 
would  be  a good  Idea  for  you  to  hide  It  so 
she  can't  find  It. 

We  went  fishing  yesterday  and 
caught  32  sunflsh,  which  we  threw  back  Into 
the  water,  3 bass  of  which  we  threw  back  two, 
and  20  perch  which  we  shall  have  for  dinner 
today,  i'  wish  you  could  have  been  with  us  and 
I wish  you  were  here  now  to  help  us  eat  them. 

°olly  says  that  the  house  at 
A'"can  Ridge  la  coming  along,  but  slowly,  and 
that  you  and  Amelia  are  In  charge,  I was  glad  tc 
hear  this  last,  for  I know  It  couldn't  be  in 
better  hands.  Is  there  anything  the  rest  of  us 
can  do?  You  have  but  to  command  us.  The  house 
Is  not  making  Polly  happy,  but  I hope  tnis 
feeling  will  disappear  once  she  Is  in  It. 

You  don't  have  time  to  write  to 
me,  but  please  do--Just  a line  or  so.  And  tell 
me  what  I can  do. 

Love  from  us  both. 


F OSS  M ountain  SnovvAille,  Mew  Flampslii 
August  7,  19^7 


Dosrest 


That  was  a perfectly  beautiful 
letter  that  the  Wisconsin  woman  sent.  I am 
going  to  keep  it  around  a while  because  I 
want  other  people  to  read  It,  Keith  especially 
(he  Is  now  In  New  York),  and  I may  send  It  to 
the  Atlantic.  Wasn't  Three  Days  to  See 
originally  published  there?  I would  explain 
the  circumstances  and  of  course  they  would 
not  use  It  without  communicating  with  the 
author.  It  Is  a letter  that  ought  to  be 
shared.  Let  me  know  If  you  have  any  objections, 
you  or  Helen,  to  my  sending  It  to  the  editor. 

It  disturbs  me  no  end,  and  al- 
ways has,  tl.at  you  and  Helen  have  so  often 
been  obliged  to  place  yourselves  under 
obligation  to  the  kind  of  people  you  mention 
In  your  note.  It  Is  one  of  your  heaviest 
burdens  and  I know  It  galls  where  the  straps 
go  over  the  shoulders.  But  soon  now  you  will 
be  In  your  own  home  I hope,  oh,  how  deeply  I 
hope . 


Ann  Is  with  me  and  the  goiter 
has  gone  down  to  the  point  of  Invisibility. 

She  will  stay  until  Aug.  21  and  I shall  try 
to  keep  the  house  quiet  until  then.  We  had  a 
stiff  week-end  of  company,  Nlckle  Botkin  and 
his  wife  and  a cousin  of  ours  and  her  husband. 
The  cousin  is  the  kind  of  girl  who  spends  her 
one  day  In  New  York  in  several  years  getting 
a permanent  wave.  This  Is  all  right  for  the 
outside  of  the  head,  but  it  doesn't  help  the 


Foss  N''1ounf(iin  SnowyiHc,  GW  Hampsliir-G 


Inside,  The  child— —she  Is  25— —Is  very  pretty 
but  she  Is  a crashing  bore.  We  like  her  hus- 
band very  much.  He  Is  a chemist  with  DuPont 
and  the  best  x thing  we  know  about  our  cousin 
Is  that  she  brought  him  Into  the  family. 

Hot  weather  these  days  but  we  wear 
a minimum  of  clothes  and  do  a minimum  of 
work  and  manage  to  come  through  with  flying 
colors,  We  are  having  more  guests  this  week- 
end, a man  and  his  wife,  but  they  are  the  kind 
that  are  very  refreshing  and  we  look  forward 
to  It. 


Ky  great  love  to  you  both,  my  homeless 
vagabonds*  I want  to  hear  that  you  are  on  the 
way  to  Arcan  Ridge.  And  Ann  sends  her  love 
with  mine. 


Foss  Mountain,  Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  24,  1947 


Dearest  Polly, 


The  Inclosed  was  addressed  to  Helen,  but  since  I 
knew<  that  sooner  or  later  It  would  come  to  me,  I took  the  liberty 
oT  opening  It.  It  Is  not  likely  that  either  of  these  books  will 
ever  be  reprinted,  but  In  yours  and  Helen's  place,  I should  not 
buy  the  plates.  Copies  of  both  are  In  existence.  It  would  be  very 
expensive  for  you  to  bring  out  an  edition  of  either  and  there  would 
never  be  demand  enough  to  warrant  It.  The  Foundation  might  conceivably 
want  to  buy  and  store  the  plates,  but  I doubt  It.  I shouldn't  advise 
them  to  buy,  but  I wouldn't  stand  In  their  way  If  they  wanted  to. 

I haven’t  heard  from  Mr.  Weeks  yet  about  the  letter. 

I wlU  let  you  know  When  and  If.  If  he  Is  not  Interested  In  It,  I 
think  I shall  send  It  to  the  Readers  Digest.  Don't  shoot'.  That  letter 
must  be  shared — I've  read  It  aloud  to  every  guest  we  have  had  since 
It  came— and  If  the  Readers  Digest  Is  the  only  way  we'll  have  to  take 


Ann  left  on  Friday  the  22nd  and  somehow  or  another  while 
she  was  here  she  shuffled  off  her  goiter.  It  must  be  behind  a tree  up 
on  the  hill  and  all  I can  hope  Is  that  It  will  stay  there.  It  may  come 
back  If  she  gets  Into  a nervous,  overtired  condition,  but  for  the  moment 
It  Is  gone  and  we  are  very  thankful.  It  looks  now  as  If  she  may  escape 
the  operation. 


Robert — he  hasn't  written  me  nor  I him  but  I am  going  to- 
speaks  of  the  wild  flowers  on  the  hills  In  Greenland.  This  In  a letter 
to  Dublin, 


Robble--that' 3 Lillian  Robins  at  Doubledays--sent  me 
catalogs  to  pick  out  books  for  you  and  I have  sent  her  a list.  Come  this 
fall  she  and  I will  drive  to  Westport  to  see  you.  You  must  know  her 
better.  She  and  a couple  of  friends  are  driving  to  Cape  Breton  early  In 
Sept,  and  may  stop  by  here  on  the  way  home.  Hope  so. 

Let  me  know  when  you  go  back  to  Arcan  Ridge  and  try  to 
make  your  homecoming  as  happy  as  possible.  Remember  that  you  and  Helen 
are  surrounded  by  love  and  that  nothing  has  been  done  that  people  have 
not  wanted  to  do.  Ann  when  we  spoke  of  something  (I  can't  remember  what) 
that  had  been  done  by  someone  said,  "How  fortunate  they  are  that  they 
can  do  something'." 

Keith's  new  magazine.  Nucleonics,  will  be  off  the  press 
before  long.  I'll  send  you  a copy.  You  can't  read  it;  neither  can  I. 

I long  to  see  you,  but  I restrain  myself  In  asking  you 
to  Foss.  Gome  hell  or  high  water,  we'll  meet  early  in  November. 


Meaiitlme,  as  always,  my  love. 


\ 

Foss  Ko'intaln,  3nowvllle,  ew  Hampahlre 
August  31 » 19^7 


Dearest  '^olly, 


I think  you'd  better  turn  the  CJarat  letter  over  to 
Doubleday.  If  Mrs.  Garst  wishes  to  write  the  book  you  cannot  stop 
her,  so  long  as  it  Is  not  libellous,  but  Helen  can,  If  she  wishes 
refu  e the  use  of  coyrlght  material.  She  Is  quite  right  that  the  ’ 
•Messner  Shelf  of  Biographies  has  high  rating  In  Its  field,  but  this 
does  not  mean  that  you  would  like  her  book,  .any  of  these  biographies 
--most  of  them  I think— are  flctlonlzed  and  I do  not  think  e would 
like  this  kind  of  handling  of  the  Helen  Keller  story.  Mrs.  Garst  Is 
obviously  a ^athollc  and  I don't  believe  vou  and  Helen  would  care  for 
her  slant  on  things  In  general.  Then,  finally,  there  Is  the  question 
of  Helen  s getting  time  to  read  and  approve  the  manuscript.  You 
might  write  to  ^^en  McCormick  at  Doubleday's  leaving  It  up  to  him,  but 
saying  that  you  are  not  enthusiastic  about  the  idea,  egpeclally  without 
knowing  more  about  the  author,  that  Helen  is  very  busy,  etc.  He  will 
know  better  than  any  of  us  the  possible  effect  of  such  a volume  on 
Helen  a own  books  and  other  books  that  might  be  written  about  her. 


The  Atlantic  returned  Mrs.  Schwartz's  letter,  but  I 
think  tne  Inclosed  shows  sincere  appreciation.  I am  sending  it  now  to 
■^f’ders  rige^^t . I am  also  returning  Lenore's  letter.  I think  It 
should  go  into  tie  flies — she  has  had  a part  In  tae  Helen  Keller 
story  for  a very  great  many  years  and  I think  her  opinion  of  the  way 
things  are  going  now  should  be  preserved. 


Arcan  Ridge. 


I do  hope  the  next  letter  I have  from  you  comes  from 
At  any  rate.  It  can't  be  long  now. 


end  . 
same 


T w , ^ having  a lovely,  quiet  Labor  Day  week- 

I have  Just  talked  by  telephone  lay  to  Keith.  He  is  having"  the 
kind  o week-end  In  Garden  City. 


My  love  to  you  both,  ever  and  ever. 


Fo33  Ft,,  Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  lA,  1947 


Dearest  Polly, 


It  Is  goo'?  to  be  using  the  old  address  again,  though 
I still  heve  no  assurance  that  you  are  at  last  really  and  truly 
there , 


Keith  and  I were  both  surprised  that  neither  the 
Atlantic  nor  the  Reader' s Digest  wanted  to  publish  Mrs.  Schwartz's 
letter.  DeWltt  v/allace's  response  seems  to  me  very  smug,  but  I don't 
see  what  else  I could  have  expected  of  him.  I am  returning  Mrs.  3' 3 
letter  for  the  flies.  I have  read  It  and  sent  It  to  a number  of 
people,  so  It  has  not  been  entirely  withoiit  circulation. 

I am  getting  o/er  hives.  Damn  nuisance.  And  I don't 
know  yet  what  caused  them. 

Keith  and  I are  alone  now  (not  quite,  for  Bertha  Is 
here)  and  It  Is  wonderfully  restful.  I hate  to  have  the  season 
come  towards  the  end  and  yet  I begin  to  look  forward  to  r.ew  York. 
Have  you  heard  from  Jo  and  Florence?  There  was  some  thought  when 
they  left  that  they  might  stay  In  France.  I hope  not. 

Gur  great  love  to  you  all. 


Kona  I'lountnln,  Snowvlile,  \ew  Hampshire 
eptember  20,  19^7 


Dearest  Polly, 


I achei  to  be  with  you  all  last  night.  I knew  that 
your  homecoming  woul'^  be  terribly  forlorn  an-J  I am  sure  it  Is  even 
worse  because  this  hou -e  Is  a duplicate  of  the  other,  '^ou  can't 
look  in  spy  rHrectlon  without  being  remlnfle'i  of  wh-’t  used  to  be 
there.  Try  not  to  let  It  bother  you  too  much.  Except  for  the 
bare  es -'.entlals,  you  can  stufP  the  things  out  of  sight.  Helen 
can't  see  them  and  so  long  as  he  can  work  in  peace  everything  else 
Is  3'condary,  no  matter  how  much  It  hurts.  And  I think  you'll  be 
surprised  how  culckly  the  place  begins  to  take  on  the  Impress  of 
your  own  personality.  A twist  here,  a move  there,  makes  all  the 
-difference.  This  Is  cold  comfort,  but  It  is  ell  I have  to  offer. 

It  Is  terrible  that  you  and  i;elen  are  so  dependent, 
but  that  Is  a burden  that  you  have  always  had  to  carry  and  always 
will.  I wish  it  were  unnecessary  for  you  to  be  beholden  to  anyone, 
but  it  la  a,  wish  only,  and  there  Is  no  way  to  make  It  a reality. 

' ow  that  you  hcve  touched  base,  would  It  help  to 
get  away  for  a while;  You  know  that  you  are  always  welcome  here 
and  a ride  through  the  New  P’ng-and  woods,  leaving  all  caee  benlnd, 
might  be  Just  what  the  doctor  ordered.  The  week-end  of  October  10 
is  the  only  time  we  couldn't  out  you  up.  That  was  spoken  for  long 
ago  by  Don  "Ink  and  his  new  girl  friend.  Ve'd  love  to  have  Herbert 
too — and  you  might  out  a f ew  extra  blankets  Into  the  car. 

I am  worrl<=K3  about  this  new  campaign,  ''ou  can  Helen 
can  push  yourselves  Just  so  far,  then  you  come  to  the  edge  of  the 
abyss.  I think  you  are  damn  close  to  it  now.  I wish  you  were  working 
In  a more  sympathetic  atmosphere,  but  that,  too.  Is  an  old  burden 
and  one  th  t you  have  to  carry.  Wouldn't  yours  and  Helen's  part 
be  carried  on  from  Arcan  Ridge,  especially  If  a trained  money- 
raiser  Is  out  front?  '^ou've  got  to  take  care  of  yourself,  folly,  or 
the  disaster  that  is  on  the  way  will  be  much  worse  than  anything 
any  of  you  have  been  through  up  to  now. 

Lillian  Robins,  Lillian  Comstock,  and  Dorothy 
.-.cllwralth  spent  a nlgnt  with  us  this  week  on  their  way  down  from 
No/a  Cootla.  Robbie  was  surprised  at  how  few  of  Helen's  books  she 
was  able  to  bring  out  of  hiding  and  she  used  all  the  resources  of 
Doubieday's  vast  sales  organization.  The  only  explanation  that  we 
can  gl  e Is  that  the  people  who  have  them  want  to  keep  them,  which 
Is  very  fine,  but  very  Inconvenient  for  you. 

■'<’-lth  go-^s  back  to  ew  vork  on  the  30th  and  returns 

on  Oct.  9.  Tiien  he'll  stav  until  the  end  of  the  month  and  we'll 

'o  down  together  ''or  tre  winter.  Is  motfer  is  not  at  all  well  and 

o T.av  go  to  Ohio  soon  after  we  et  back  to  Lon^  Island,  but  I 
si  oil  not  ’O  with  him. 


L.8st  night  I had  a wild  Idea  of  running  down  to  Arcan  Ridge  for 
a few  days,  but  the  practical  difficulties  are  too  great.  Bertha 
Is  here  and  afraid  to  be  alone.  Keith  might  have  to  leave  at 
any  minute  and  we  are  expecting  company  this  week-end.  But  even 
If  I am  not  there  In  person,  I am  there. 

Anthony  and  Cleopatra  gives  us  something  to  look  forward  to.  I 
think  ‘■'atharlne  will  make  a stunning  thing  out  of  It.  ilnd  we  must 
watcli  the  musical  comedies.  I'd  like  to  see  something  like  . ellza- 
£0££ln.  God  knows  that's  what  hellzadoln'  end  there  Isn't  much~to 
laugh  at.  We'll  have  to  hunt  something. 

Our  love  to  every  one  of  you, 
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pw  ‘ i'’i>ip,qp  i,  f’p 


Cnar»it  Polly, 

I don't  r°t.iP7ib«r  wbetn -'r  or  not  I r'’iled  yours' 

and  ..elen'3  attention  to  tno  Incloied  poem  b-  illlam  ^.iitlpr" 
■^O'-ts.  I seldom  b'p'-  a piece  ol  furniture  without  thlnkln^^  ol  It, 

though  In  bu'i-lniJ:  furniture  now  I d ’ wh-t  everyone  el  ,e  does I 

t-;ke  wh-’t  I can  r.et.  I t'.lnk  some  of  the  lines  are  bea'itlful. 

.-eltn  back  to  .'.ew  ork  tomorrow.  I ».ad  hoped 

to  have  Bertha  here  wltn  .me  this  week,  but  her  sciatica  got  so  bad 
that  I r -shed  ner  back  to  long  Island  whor'e  stie  could  oe  with  her 
ovn  people.  Ttiene  may,  In  addition,  be  a sacro-lllac  difficulty. 
Phe  la  n^.'lng  an  X-ray  j pfn  expecting  to  near  rporr.  her  bv  "ti.e 

middle  the  week. 


Don  “nd  his  voting  lady  arrive  on  the  ^th  and  stay 
till  +he  llth.  hasslus  Clay  - ill  come  over  'rom  Oarnbrldge  for  a 
veek-e  d;  ottierwlse  we  are  not  exnecting  any  company.  e a^waas  like 
a llt.‘ie  while  pione--the  fr''edom  of  it'.  Not  e^/pn  the  responsibi  1‘:  tv 
of  ^ertha . '\’p  go  apa  ob^p  pq  wo  please,  e"t  °9,  we  please,  and  In 
geoppoi  like  the  thorouKhl”  sooll”d  ne  pie  we  are. 

'<e  shall  .almo't  without  doub'  reach  Garden  City 
during  the  rir.st,  week  In  November  and  I hall  °ee  you  °nd  tielen 
as  soon  after  t.pat  a.s  possible. 

onow  on  the  mountains  this  morning.  -Ire  on  the 
hearth.  Ve  y nice.  1 sh  you  could  all  oe  here  with  us  to  enjoy  It. 


fy  love, 
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Fo53  Kountain,  Snowvllle,  Now  Hampshire 
October  19,  194? 


Dearest  Polly, 


Before  you  receive  this  I shall  have  talked  with  you  by 
telephone  If  our  multiple  party  line  permits. 

As  for  the  Fan  American  Airways,  I see  no  reason  why  neien 
should  not  sl^n.  It  Is  a perfectly  harmless  bit  of  publicity  and  she 
needs  publicity  for  her  campaign.  It  really  doesn't  matter  much,  one 
way  or  the  other. 

I think  her  article  on  her  trip  to  Europe  absolutely 
perfect  for  the  Outlook.  I am  returning  It  with  notes  and  queries,  ['or 
any  other  publication  it  would  liave  to  be  cut,  but  you  might  send  It 
as  It  stands  to  I'r.  Karkel,  explaining  Its  primary  purpose.  I agree  with 
you  that  somewhere  she  should  mention  the  actual  number  of  blinded  In 
the  countries  she  visited. 

I am  30  glad  Lenore  was  able  to  visit  you.  ''ou  haven't 
a better  friend  anywhere.  And  don't  let  the  house  trouble  you  too  much. 
It  Is  no  more  ostentatious  than  it  always  was.  It  Is  a rich  men's  house, 
but  this  simply  means  that  your  responsibility  Is  greater  and  If  it  can 
be  a clearing  house  of  service  to  the  blind  you  have  nothing  to  worry 
about.  And  this  is  what  it  is.  Never  mind  the  hair  shirt. 

It  is  wonderful  about  David  and  I know  Ann  will  be 
pleased.  I wish  I could  have  been  present  at  the  shower.  Anyway  It 
won't  be  long  now  before  I see  you. 


Much  love,  always, 


Pnowville,  w Hamnihirft 

?6,  19^7 


■'ear’eat  Polly p 

3lnce  Tue.idav  Itelth  and  I have  been  facing  what  ^ou  and 
-lelen  and  ierbert  hav^  already  been  through.  About  three  o'clodt  In  the  ; 
afternoon  •^e  we'-e  returning  "ro.u  Conway  with  groceries  when  we  noticed 
a r«n!«rlcable  yellowish  3loud  to  the  south,  llhe  a sumsier  thunderhead, 
and  a b owr.l  ah  rise  of  sno’ce  to  the  east.  A few  hours  later  we  dis- 
covered that  the  one  to  the  south  was  the  ^’ast  Madison  fire  (which  has 
o-o"-8blv  not  made  the  ^■ew  ^ork  papers),  the  one  to  the  east  was  the 
beginning  of  the  Brownfield  fire.  By  nightfall  the  one  to  the  east  looked 
like  pictures  of  /esuvlus — red  against  the  sky — and  we  went  to  bed  a 
little  nervous.  Things  got  progresal velv  worse  and  on  '-riday  morning  when 
a nel^'hbor  In  Paton  Center  called  to  tell  us  that  the  fire  was  coming 
towards  us  fast  I had  to  ask  which  fire,  "^or  In  the  meantime,  though  the 
'='ast  Kadlson  Job  was  more  or  less  under  control  tbe  one  at  Effingham 
had  flared  up — If  you  ha.e  a l^’ew  England  map  you  will  see  vh-t  I mean — 
and  smoke  was  boiling  up  over  Foss  Mt.  This  looked  alarming,  but  our  real 
danger  came  from  Brownfield.  Tuesday  night  v.’e  went  to  ted  feeling  like 
Brunhllde  surrounded  by  flames,  hut  after  th' t our  situation  was  too 
serious  for  us  to  rmember  any  literary  ik  allusions.  Two  nights  we 
vent  to  bed  with  a sheet  of  flame  and  smoke  to  the  east,  counting  the 
number  o;  hours  we  could  stay  here.  The  fire  seemed  to  be  less  than  a 
mile  away,  though  It  was  In  fact  never  as  close  as  that,  riday  morning 
even  the  soberest  men  In  our  section  told  us  we'd  better  make  ready  to 
evacuate.  We  decided  to  try  to  save  only  the  things  that  were 
Irreplacable,  which  was  not  easy,  knowing  that  the  whole  set-up  was  the 
most  irreplacable  thing  of  all.  Towards  dusk  the  good  news  came.  The 
day  had  been  still  enough  for  the  men  to  backfire  and  the  blaze,  so  far 
as  W0  were  concerned,  was,  temporarily  under  control.  The  little  village 
of  Brownfield  where  we  have  gone  so  often  to  meet  people  coming  up  by 
train  does  not  exist  any  more.  Hiram  has  been  destroyed,  and  we  are  not 
sure  about  Cornish.  Kezar  Falls  Is  still  threatened,  "^oday  we  are  In 
a most  unpleasant  mixture  of  acrid  smoke  (heavy)  and  fog  (light)  which 
makes  bre'^thlng  difficult,  but  we  are  so  thankful  th"'t  we  don't  mind. 

From  Tuesday  to  r riday  we  st.ewed  about  letting  Sam  verltt 
and  John  Parker  and  our  other  nel  "hbors  know  that  we  were  endangered.  By 
the  time  we  decided  to  go  to  the  telephone  a state  of  emergency  had 
declared  and  we  could  not  get  through.  Keith  Immediately  offered  himself 
bis  short-wave  transmitter  t the  American  i'-elay  League  and  has 
been  bu"'’’  ever  ;’lnce  with  disaster  messages  lor  the  Ked  Cross--people 
thin  our  district  telling  relatives  that  all  Is  lo.-t  or  all  Is  saved; 
people  without  asking  for  reas.  urance.  V/’e  are  -,olng  to  put  in  a messaj^e 
for  vou.  I would  have  -elephoned,  calling  It  an  emergency,  but  ve  don  t 
like  to  clutter  up  the  wires. 

The  tragedy  Is  dreadful  beyond  anything  that  "ou  can 
read  In  the  papers.  It  In  awful  that  the  beautiful  summer  homes  In 
Bar  -arbor  are  destro’^ed,  but  so  much  worse  are  people  like  the  man 
■eith  found  on  tfi"  road  to  fllngham  ti^e  otlier-  da  when  he  was  taking 
■’own  '>sndv.’l oh''>s  that  horls  and  I has  made  for  the  f Ire-f Ighters,  who 
kn<=-A-  'hat  his  home  was  to  be  burned.  It  meant  that  f.ls  whole  life  was 
gone,  on  th»  day  that  ve  wer®  packing  up  to  I'av-  here  we  did 

t ■ out  to  remind  oursel-  es  th'^t  we  at  le-vat  had  a place  to  go,  I 


2 


which  was  more  than  could  be  -.aid  of  a lot  of  the  people  around  us. 


At  the  moment  we  are  a].l 
■ie  are  not,  have  not  been,  and 
we  are  committed  to  stay  here 
wave  service  alone  would  keep 
both  ready  to  fly  up  from  !^Y  1 
but  at  the  moment  there  seems 
bv  short  wave  several  times  a 


rl^it.  Ail  fires  are  at  least  quiescent. 

+ personal  danger,  but 

until  the  crisis  Is  over.  Keith's  short- 
us  here.  Don  Fink  and  Alex  McKenzie  are 
I the  traffic  gets  too  heavy  for  Keith 
no  chance  of  this.  He  la  In  touch  with  them 

Cl  fl,  y • 


'^elth  Is  due  In  Washington  on  Nov.  7 for  an  atomic  bomb 

and  hopes  to  be  there.  Everything  depends  upon  rain.  Oh  3od  If  we  co^d 

only  --et  rain--you  xnow  rain,  the  blessed  wet  stuff  that  comes  out  nf  the 

aky.  Ae  haven  t had  anv  to  speak  of  since  early  in  August.  ' ^ ^ 


I will  keep  YOU  in  touch.  If  you  read  In  the  Times  th=t 


T u 4.  i rrav.j  j.  u bliW  IXilieS  Trilc  T,  -PW  ntr- 

land  Is  being  soaked  by  a Northeaster,  vou  cancall  me  IrT’Carden  City 
Otherwise  I haven't  the  faintest  Idea  when  I shall  be  there 


ihuch  love  from  us  both. 


Ip  — I ^ 

e: 


Ill  Fifth  St. 
Oarden  City,  N.v, 
Nov.  18,  19^7 


Dearest  Polly, 


About  five  minutes  after  I left  you  and  Helen  yesterday 
I ran  Into  Lawrence  Lee.  We  dropped  Into  a little  place  at  Rockefeller 
Center  and  had  a cup  of  coffee  toj^ether.  It  occurred  to  me  that  he 
and  Sandy  would  enjoy  Jo's  exhlblt--thev  did  so  much  enjoy  that  lunch 
with  them  and  the  visit  afterwards  to  the  studio.  Their  address  Is 

Mr,  and  Mrs,  Lawrence  Lee 
Netherland  Ave. 

New  vork  63,  N.Y. 

It  was  simply  wonderful  seeing  the  two  of  vou  ’'esterda’'' 
but  the  time  was  too  short — much  too  short--and  I don't  feel  we'll 
even  begin  to  catch  up  until  I come  out  on  Dec.  4.  If  It  Is  all  right 
with  you  I plan  to  spend  Friday  the  5th  and  come  hom^  some  time  Sat. 
the  6th. 


I hope  the  teapot  Is  delivered  soon.  I like  to  think  of 
you  and  nerbert--the  three  o^  'rou — sitting  around  It  these  snappy 
autumn  afternoons. 

My  love,  ever  and  ever. 


P.S.  I haven't  my  card  yet  for  Jo's  exhibit  but  no 
doubt  It  will  be  In  this  morning's  mall. 


Garden  City,  New  '•'ork,  Dec.  6,  1947 


Dearest  Polly, 

I hope  you  and  Helen  are  getting  some  rest  this 
nice  windy  morning.  I think  that  by  the  end  of  last  Thursday  we 
were  all  riding  pretty  close  to  the  edge.  But  It  was  all  worth  It. 

It  was  a memorable  week. 

last  night's  "orld -Telegram  announced  that  Helen's 
trip  to  Japan  had  been  cleared.  That  Is  good.  General  HacArthur 
knows  an  ally  when  he  sees  one. 

"^ou  name  the  day  when  we  are  to  see  the  tapestries. 

They  will  be  there  through  "ebruary,  so  there  Is  no  hurry.  Ve  ought 
to  see  Fisa  and  I want  to  see  ^Isa.  How  would  It  be  If  we  have 
lunch  with  her  some  day  and  then  go  up  to  the  iCetropolltan?  The  only 
trouble  about  that  Is  that  Helen  could  not  enjoy  the  tapestries  and 
•'et  "Isa  would  want  to  see  her.  ’Aliatever  plans  you  make  are  all  right 
with  me — except  that  I owe  Fisa  a lunch  and  this  party  must  be  mine. 
The  next  one  can  be  yours.  And  don't  forget  that  we  are  all  learning 
to  accept.  You  and  nelen  give  yourselves  and  really,  my  darling  girls, 
that  Is  all  any  of  us  want  out  of  you.  Just  the  hearts  out  of  your 
bodies — that's  all. 

, I l^aye  nearly  finished  all  I mean  to  do  In  the  way  of 

Christmas  shopping.  A few  gifts  to  old  people  and  children  and  the 
rest  to  Europe  and  other  places  where  It  Is  needed.  I find  that  more 
and  more  people  feel  this  way.  The  gay  old-fashioned  Christmas  seems 
to  be  an  anachronism  In  the  world  as  we  have  It  now.  I wish  I had 
the  strength  of  character  to  stop  reading  the  newspapers. 

Yuch  love  to  you  all. 


uar-‘Pn  City,  Pec.  11,  19A7 


D^‘nr-f'st  ?oll3»'. 


I will  accept  the  ch-ck  for  the  lunch, 
though  r don't  Kant  to.  It  la  easy  to  give  (when  one 
haa  anything  to  give)  but  very  har'd  to  accept,  f’hls  la 
one  of  the  reaaonu  why  I agree  .-Ith  - lorence  and  Jo 

^ situation  there, 

.-ut  I do  know  th=t  no  normal  person  wants  to  live  on 
charity  and  that  In  all  countries  where  we  are  needed 
vh-t  we  should  do  Is  to  put  people  on  their  own  feet 
a-aln  Inso’ar  as  we  are  able.  Put  oh  my  God  the  selfish- 
ness everywhere— Labor  and  Capital,  Jew  and  Gentile. 

'.•^gro  and  V.-hlte.  I get  dlccouragp.d . 

Katharine  Conant  bought  the  tickets  b' 

•^.r-ra  and  I will  pay  h'^r  for  yours  out  of  ^our  check. 

■hen  we  11  have  to  have  a settlement  about  the  tickets 
or  ntony  and  Gleopatre.  '-hall  wr  all  have  lunch  together 
beforehan  that  day  or  would  i'^ou  rather  not'^  Or  ’hall  we 
have  a drink  after  we  lea'.-e  ."atharlne,  I leave  It  to  "ou. 


o glad  Herbert  has  got  away, 
needed  the  break,  he  takes  his  duties  toxar 
ver-’  serlou  '.ly. 


ne  really 
3 i.i  can  ■\l'3-  c 


'O  glLud  .too  th«t 
you  for  a week-end.  <.|ter  that 
meeting  In  town. 


,'ou  are  to  have  “Isa  with 
we'll  plan  about  our 


^ , ''’bis  -damned  X-ray  burn  is  giving  me  fits. 

I rub  the  scab  off  every  night  while  I am  asleep  and 
wa^o  un  In  the  morning  looking  and  feeling  as  If  I had 
been  shot  through  tne  temple,  't  Is  -ettlng  btter,  thourh, 
■and  I hone  soon  to  rise  without  blood  on  the  oillow  or  " 
the  bandage.  Our  doctor  says  it  Is  ''ollowlnw  the  nor-mal 
course. 


I'll  se'»  vou  both 


on  Ved-uesday. 


Till  then,  my  love. 


D<=^of-i?.ber  ^'0,  19^7 


D--"=i'f3t  Polly, 

I hope  thi Inc3s  your  col3  coapl  tely  gone  end  you 
'■■nd  Helen  a little  rested . I slept  so  long  myself  last  night  that 
I v^V-ed  up  dreaming  I had  a parking  ticket. 

I am  returning  the  letters  from  Isabel  and  ^’las 
lascelles.  ''ou  vere  o-ood  to  send  t=  em  to  me  and  I enjoyed  reading 
them,  / ttac-.^d  to  one  of  them  you  v 111  see  a clipping  from  T.-.“ 

T.".'  (3 pt^orlblng  a book  by  ”nd  about  Albert  Schweitzer.  I 

thlek  this  Is  the  one  you  v'ant.  I sent  you  the  To'-nbee  volume — 
keep  It.  I couldn't  get  Ll.^ht.ahlp . but  h^ve  ordered  It  from  a 
seson'^-hand  dealer  upon  vrhom  I depend  for  such  things.  I think 
you'd  orobablv  bettor  get  the  Glde  Journals — you  will  at  least 
want  to  dlo  Into  them,  /.nd  of  course  you'll  want  the  Frltannlca. 
fls  I said  the  other  day,  I think  you  will  want  to  collect  your 
books  slowlv  as  vou  need  them  °nd  find  time  to  read  them.  V.'e'll 
talk  more  on  this  subject.  And  I think  you  ought  to  make  a list  of 
your  ovm  old  favorites  that  you  want  around  you.  "hen  i.erbort  comes 
back,  t"ke  a day  off  and  let's  go  up  to  see  the  tapestries.  Helen 
••ould  get  so  little  out  of  them  th-^t  you  could  not  carry  back  with 
you- -and  you  need  a daj^  off. 

■^elth  had  a tooth  out  yesterday  and  I am  af  raid  he 
l.i  :.n  or  a long  siege.  This  was  the  first  time  he  was  ever  In  the 
tlst's  chair,  the  construction  of  his  teeth  being  such  that 
they  could  not  submit  to  the  ordinary  routine.  Years  ago  he  was 
told  th'’t  there  v.as  nothing  much  that  could  be  done  except  wait  or 
developments. 


Till  I see  you  both  again,  mv  love,  as  always. 


January  5,  1948 


Dearest  Folly, 

Ann  wrote  "Tell  Polly  that  the  gloves  I'm  sendlnK 
are  to  replace  the  horrors  I made  last  year  out  of  Our  wool. 

I came  upon  a bit  of  English  fingering  yarn — or  British  or 
Scotch— anyway  awfully  good.  The  gloves  would  have  been  there 
long  ago  except  that  I had  rheumatism  and  relatives,"  The 
house  In  Dublin  was  full  of  relatives  at  Christmas,  so  Ann  has 
had  pretty  strenuous  holidays. 

I need  not  tell  you  how  disappointed  we  all  were 
about  the  party  and  I hope  you  have  not  suffered  as  much  as 
we  have  from  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Four  of  our  best  trees 
here  In  the  yard  are  terribly  cracked  up  and  broken.  The 
Conants  lost  a big  maple  and  were  without  the  telephone  for 
several  days.  The  clean-up  Job  In  Garden  City  will  take  a long 
time.  I have  worried  about  your  freezer-locker.  Our  modern 
civilization  Is  wonderful  until  It  breaks  down. 

The  Long  Island  trains  were  running  on  schedule 
vesterday  and  Keith  has  gone  to  the  city  this  morning.  The 
tales  that  commuters  tell  when  they  get  together  would  make 
your  hair  curl. 

I hope  to  see  you  soon,  '^'e  must  have  a look  at 
those  tapestries — and  anyway  I want  to  see  you. 


My  love. 


«2  t***^*>*^ 
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b'J  •svoXa  ®rf^  larfJ  IXoT"  •^o-n#  naJL 

.loow  liiO  To  ^«o  a*8t  ^a*X  efca»  I enoriod  artj  •oaXq»n  oi 
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•'lor:^  tt»9d  tyad  bluow  e«vol5  »riT  .£>003  tXl^wa  ^atfifoa— xtoJooP 
erfT  '*.«»vIiaXei  fsfla  ■aiiamteffr  bad  I Sanj  SQBoxm  03s  sfloX 
■art  tuiA  08  , SMJiairtdO  ^a  aavJtJaXe't  to  IIoT  aa*»  nllduC  nl  aruod 

.s^ablXod  duotfaviia  bad 

a, 
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January  P,  1948 


Dearest  Polly, 


^ finally  ran  down  a second-hand  copy  of 
Lightship  for  you  and  I hope  you  enjoy  It  as  much  as 
Robert  and  Jake  and  Keith  and  Larry  and  Katharine  and  I 
have.  The  particular  chapter  that  I wanted  .;elen  to  have 
Is  the  one  called  'Ole's  Bible,"  which  beglna  on  page  249, 

I have  an  Idea  that  the  whole  book  may  be  In  Brallle--lt 
should  be.  If  not,  have  your  copyist  begin  on  page  253  nine 
lines  .rom  the  bottom  with  "The  seaman  folded  the  newsoaper  " 
and  go  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  and  let  me  pay  for* It 
please.  But  do  this  only  If  the  entire  book  is  not  In  Braille 
There  Is  a lot  In  It  that  I think  Helen  will  enjoy,  but  you  will 
know  better  about  this  after  you  have  read  It  yourself  I 
think  the  background  is  authentic  bcause  sailors  llke’lt. 


According  to  my  count  you  are  In  Washington  now 
and  soon  to  be  back  home  again.  The  storm  cost  us  fellO  and 
every  penny  of  it  was  for  a broken  tree.  We  feel  naked  and 
heart-sick  over  It. 


We  must  have  Jo  and  Florence  at  the  Club  for 
lunch  before  long.  There  are  so  many  things  we  must  do  belbre 
you  go  away. 


Our  love. 


I tore  these  pages  out  of  Life  a week  or  two 
ago  In  case  you  were  not  aware  of  what  high  socletv  our 
friends  are  moving  about  lA. 


January  12,  19A8 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  returning  Pamela  Travers'  letter  at  last.  I 
kept  It  so  long  because  I wanted  Katharine  Conant  to  read  It 
and  whot  with  one  thing  and  another  did  not  have  a chance  to  show 
It  to  her  until  last  week.  It  Is  a rich  letter,  worth  several 
readings . 

Not  much  news  on  our  front  except  that  I have 
seen  and  heard  of  several  people  lately  who  have  attended 
Antony  and  Cleopatra.  Vlth  one  accord  they  are  very  enthusiastic, 
especially  about  Katharine.  It  is  a great  triumph. 

We'll  get  together  soon.  You  say  when. 

My  love. 


Ill  Firtt!  street.  Garden  City,  N.v. 
January  29,  1948 


Dear  Herbert, 


^ i.  other  day  Polly  gave  me  these  visa  application 

forme  to  fill  out,  but  I find  there  Is  comparatively  little 
I can  do  about  them.  For  one  thing  there  is  a lot"of  th^ 

-nfor  atlon  that  I don't  have  and  for  another  I don't  know  how 
many  of  these  forms  to  fill  for  each  of  them,  I think  the  best 

hlng  to  do  la  to  collect  all  the  data  we  can  and  then  turn 
the  matter  over  to  the  John  Hilton  Society.  Som::  of  tL  JSstlons 
only  tney  can  answer,  but  If  you  have  the  girls'  paasport^handr 
you  might  oe  able  to  Jot  down  some  of  the  essential  Items  on  a ^ 
piece  of  paper,  .xun  over  the  VJaatlons  and  see  what  you  can  do. 

, ^ ^ 3^1  I can  contribute  and  I fancy  It  Is 

alrea^ty  on  the  passports: 


27,  ie«o. 


Helen  Adams  Keller,  born  Tuscumbla,  Ala.,  June 


^ather,  Arthur  H.  Keller,  American  citizen 
Mother,  Kate  Adams,  American  citizen 
Religion,  Protestant 


Polly  Thomson,  born  Glasgow,  Scotland,  Feb.  20,  1885. 


If  you  are  in  touch  with  Dr.  Stauffer  before  their 
return  you  might  ask  him  If  he  wishes  you  to  send  In  wnat 
n ormatlon  you  have  so  that  the  major  part  of  the  typing  In  of 
answers  can  be  completed  before  they  get  back.  I am  sure  they 
have  some  one  at  the  Society  who  can  do  this. 


^ awfully  worried  about  the  girls  when  I left 
them  Tuesday  evening.  PoUy  was  close  to  the  breaking  point  and 
i snail  not  be  surnrlsed  to  hear  that  her  voice  has  deserted  her. 
i nave  told  tnem  several  times  that  I shall  be  happv  to  come  up 
to  Arcan  Ridge  for  a day  or  two  any  time,  but  this  Is  only  if  I 
can  be  useful  enough  to  Justify  it.  I don't  want  to  be  Just 
another  person  around  to  be  looked  after.  And  If  tr.ere  Is  anything 

i can  do  to  help  you  while  they  are  away,  you  have  but  to  let 
me  know. 


Love, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  30,  19^8 


Dear  Phillips  Keller, 


Helen  and  Polly  have  asked  me  to  write  to 
you  since  It  will  be  some  little  time  before  they  have  a chance 
to  do  It  themselves  and  they  thought  I might  be  able  to  set 
your  mind  at  rest  on  a few  points. 

First  of  all,  there  is  no  financial 
difficulty,  no  need  for  you  to  think  of  doing  anything. 

Then  too  they  had  an  Idea  that  you  were 
under  the  Impression  that  they  were  breaking  off  from  the 
Foundation  for  something  entirely  new.  The  truth  Is  that  they 
have  a year's  leave  of  absence  from  the  oundatlon  and  will  go 
back  to  It  when  they  return.  Helen  has  always  been  close  to  the 
John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind,  In  fact  was  one  of  its 
founders  and  has  been  Its  president  for  the  twenty-odd  years  of 
Its  existence. 


Dr.  Wilton  tauffer,  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  who  will  be  with  them  from  the  time  they  reach 
Toklo  until  the  end  of  the  journey,  la  an  intelligent,  sensible, 
friendly  man,  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  well  known  as  a 
student  of  the  Bible.  His  wife  wno  Is  a trained  nurse  and  Is  now 
learning  the  manual  alphabet  will  be  with  them.  Both  Stauffers 
are  keenly  aware  of  their  responsibility  and  Helen  wishes  me  to 
tell  you  that  she  has  not  been  so  happy  with  an  organization 
since  her  association  with  the  Massachusetts  Commission  lor  the 
Blind  and  with  the  Lighthouse.  I think  she  and  Polly  are  in 
good  hands.  It  Is  not  likely  that  the  trip  will  be  fully  carried 
out  as  planned,  for  they  will  none  of  them  be  allowed  to  go  Into 
countries  where  conditions  are  greatly  disturbed. 

Personally  I am  more  troubled  about  the 
next  few  weeks  than  about  what  may  come  after.  They  are  terribly 
driven.  Last  Wednesday  the  2Pth  they  left  for  'laconsln  to  make 
a speech  for  the  oundatlon  and  they  have  other  speeches  to 
make.  Including  one  In  Atlanta,  Georgia,  which  gives  you  an  Idea 
of  the  range  they  must  cover.  Also  they  will  stop  at  the  Kayo 
Clinic  for  a check-up.  Their  physician  In  Kew  ^ork  says  that 
Hel -n  Is  In  e cellent  condition.  Polly  Is  very  tired,  ohe  had  a 
bad  cold  and  cough  when  sho  left  and  was  afraid  her  voice  might 
give  out.  Cnee  they  leave  tVie  country,  however,  their  schedule 
la  arranged  so  as  to  give  them  fre:5uent  Intervals  of  rest. 

I cannot  help  being  glad  that  Helen  Is  not 
to  be  In  the  United  States  during  lection  year.  Sho  Is  already 
under  terrific  pressure  from  enthusiasts  Who  want  her  to  give 
active  support  to  the  . allace  campaign.  F>en  If  she  were  at  home 
she  would  not  hav  time  for  this,  but  she  would  find  It  hard  to 
remain  aloof.  I like  to  think  of  her  as  living  on  a plane  above 
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party  soxmbblea.  Aside  from  this  she  already 
can  do  In  looking  after  the  problems  of  the 
blind* 


has  more  than  she 
blind  and  the  deaf- 


V,  written  more  at  length  than  I Intended  hut  if  t 

have  left  out  anything  please  let  me  know.  I have  told  them 
ready  to  fly  to  them  In  any  part  of  the  world  If  T 
should  be  needed.  I hope  of  course  thai  I shan't  be. 

return^th^v^wll^'^s^t^V’'^^^  that  when  tney 

return  th  y will  settle  down  to  a nulst  life  1 n tviis  ^ 

I laugned  at  tnem,  but  It  may  come  out  like  this.  I hope  so! 

"^ears  ago  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  your  wife  In  New 

Ineh  r <3ay  to  meet  you.  Helen  fnd  Polly  LtS  have 

such  deep  love  for  you  and  such  trust  and  faith  In  you. 

♦V  should  like  to  tell  you  about  their  friends.  So  manv  nf 

Jan?  to'^^  an  axe  to  grind.  They  are  good  friends,  but  stlll^they 
fehhi^  their  own  purposes,  oily  Is  very  good  at^ 

f 1 clever  and  of  ten  vL? 

vl^e  I?®"'®  another  group  which  asks  only  to  be^of  ser- 

or  t Ziegler  who  Is  Jow  president 

artr^!/  ^"cundatlon  for  the  Blind,  Katharine  Cornell,  the 

of [S^l^s^Jn  Kstf^rt!""^"  neighbour 

you  the^sriverfVo^fL^nf 

Meantime  I am  at  your  service  and  that  sincerely. 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  Ji.Y. 
February  2,  19^ 


Dear  Herbert, 


The  things  that  come  that  I can  kill  I'll  step  on  at 
once.  Those  that  I think  Polly  ought  to  have  a second  look  at  I'll 
return  to  you.  I am  returning  one  now,  but  Polly  Is  not  to  let  It 
trouble  her.  The  Interview  Is  to  be  granted  only  If  she  finds  her- 
self freer  than  we  can  possibly  think  she  will  be.  Damned  grue- 

some, Isn't?  -Igurlng  out  so  long  ahead  of  time  what  to  say  In  case 
Helen  conks  out.  Fair  gave  me  the  shivers  down  the  spine.  It  did. 

Speaking  of  shivers.  I'll  send  you  some  more  whodunits 
soon.  My  Impression  Is  that  they  aren't  very  good,  only  maybe  one 
or  two  of  them,  but  you  have  other  friends  besides  me  who  read  them. 
And  anyhow  you  have  a big  waste-paper  basket. 

Don't  forget  that  I am  depending  upon  you  to  tell  me 
whether  I ought  to  come  to  Westport.  Polly  would* say  Yes,  but  I 
expect  you  to  say  No,  If  No  Is  the  right  word., 

I'm  glad  you  got  back  home  all  right  the  other  day. 

I was  worried. 


Love 


Ill  Fifth  street.  Garden  City,  New  York 
' etaruary  10,  19^' 


Deflr  V.r,  Keller, 

''on  will  never  have  to  ask  me 
or  anyone  else  to  help  you  "stay  In  the 
graces  of  Ulster  Helen  and  Folly."  They  are 
opr-feotly  devoted  to  you  and  the  faet  that  you 
don't  have  the  sane  opinion  on  all  subjects  has 
nothing  to  do  with  It.  ^hey  love  you  and  trust 
vou  and  depend  upon  you--even  IT  they  don't 
follow  your  advice.  They  don't  '’ollov.  anybody's 
advice. 

They  are  now  In  Rochester,  Finn., 
with  the  fayo  Clinic  and  will  be  there  for  some 
davs  vet.  On  this  recent  Jaunt  Folly  developed 
a very  bad  throat  Infection  and ■ they  had  to 
begin  cancelling  appointments.  I asked  Polly 
over  long  distance  yesterday  If  I should  fly  out 
to  help  with  Helen.  She  said  No  and  seemed  very 
cheerful,  though  her  voice  was  still  husky.  I 
shall  keep  in  touch  with  h'r  end  hold  myself 
ready  to  go  at  a moment's  notice,  but  there 
really  seems  to  be  no  need  for  It  Just  now. 

like  7 u,  I am  troubled  about 
this  great  tour  th«=t  Is  almost  ready  to  'oegln 
but  I don't  see  anything  we  can  do  except  try  to 
keep  ourselves  '"rom  worrying  as  much  as  possible. 

I will  l«t  you  know  If  there  are 
anv  alarming  develoom'^nt o at  the  Clinic.  Helen 
came  through  her  examination  with  flying  colors. 
The  doctors  agree  that  she  Is  In  excellent  con- 
dition. 

'Incerely  yours. 


Ill  /Ifth  Street,  Garden  City,  X.Y. 
•'ebruary  13,  19'^8 


My  dearest  Girls, 

I have  restrained  myself  from  writing  to  you 
because  I knew  that  whatever  I wrote  had  to  be  spelled  out  and 
I ha+ed  to  think  of  It.  It  had  been  In  my  mind  to  give  Helen  a 
good  dressing  down  for  taking  out  time,  in  the  midst  of  all  she 
has  to  do,  to  write  to  me,  but  the  letter  Itself,  so  beautiful 
and  so  undeserved,  has  disarmed  me.  I am  helpless  before  vou,  as 
I have  alresd’'  b'^en  so  many  times.  All  I can  say  Is  that  I am 
grateful.  Grateful  Is  by  no  means  the  right  word,  but  I feel, 
thank  heaven,  that  words  are  unnecessary'^air.ong  the  three  of  us. 

We  understand  one  another  bettor  without  them. 

The  kindest  interpretation  that  I can  put  upon 
Mr.  Irwin's  letter  Is  that  he  has  been  betrayed  by  words,  that  he 
does  not  quite  realize  what  he  has  said.  If  he  does,  what  he  has 
said  is  simply  appalling.  If  Helen's  time  has  been  wasted,  who 
wasted  It?  Ke  Is  the  one  who  Is  supposed  to  channel  It  into  the 
highest  degree  of  usefulness.  It  Is  possible  that  he  means  to  take 
some  blarae  upon  himself.  He  doesn't  say  so,  but  I hope  so.  Then  he 
adds  "too  much  cannot  be  accomplished  before  you  leave."  Sometimes 
I think  you  must  break  away  from  that  organization. 

It  sickens  me  to  think  that  Phillips  would  agree 
with  Bob  Irwin.  He  Is  completely  sold  on  the  "oundatlon,  believes 
that  It  Is  the  greatest  and  most  \iseful  of  all  agencies  now  working 
for  the  blind.  I have  to  believe  this  much  nvself,  ‘’or  T could  not 
bear  It  If  I thought  Helen  and  Teacher  and  Polly  had  given  24  years 
of  their  lives  (whatever  fraction  of  Teacher's  comes  In  here)  to  an 
Incompetent  group.  I don't  think  they  a'^e  Incompetent,  but  I do 
think  they  deal  in  v/nat  John  Boyle  0** Reilly  so  many  years  a50  called 
^orpnlzed  charity  measured  and  Iced  for  a' cautious, ' statistical 
.hrlst.  All  these  big  organizations  nre  like  that.  Keith  and  I saw 
It  with  the  Red  Gross  during  the  Maine  ^orest  -ire  Disaster  and  I 
na^  already  seen  it  among  the  social  workers  at  our  county  hospital. 
The  saving  grace  is  that  they  do  good  work.  Almost  in  snite  of  tnem- 
selves  the,’'  do.  Otherwise  we  could  not,  any  of  us,  lend"  ourselves 
to  their  service. 


chat  sickens  me  more  than  anything  else  that  has 
.-appened  since  I can  ■’emember  is  Garidhl ' 3 death.  The  one  truly 
g;reat,  noble,  and  saintly  man  of  our  time,  the  only  one  who  could 
make  our  other  heroes  seem  to  bo  made  of  brass  and  clay — Churchill, 

J ^ -isenhower,  Koosevelt,  '•allace,  W'hat  one  of  them  was  worthy 

to  fasten  his  sandal?  The  only  person  I can  think  of  who  might  have 
approached  him  on  something  like  equal  terms  la  Helen.  I had  not  known 
now  ®iich  I had  counted  upon  a meeting  between  them  until  I read  of 
path.  A t’nousand  "ears  from  now  people  will  envy  us  because 

when  Gandhi  was  alive  and  hen  they  look  back  upon  our 
ons  remember  Helen  too.  ’e  live  In  a great  age 

^ find  it  damned  uncomfortable.  I have  been  reading 
thf^hagavad -Gita- for  the  first  time  I am  ashamed  to  say.  I 


has  been  familiar  with  it  fo 


o say.  I know  Helen 
r years  and  I want  to  talk  with  her  about 


it.  And  If  in  yo’ir  travels  you  come  upon  Vincent  Sheean  I want  you 
to  talk  with  him.  You  may  not  have  aeen  In  the  papers  that  he  was 
present  at  Gandhi's  last  prayer  meetlns.  He  heard  the  shots.  He  had 
made  the  trip  all  the  way  to  India  to  alt  at  Gandhi's  feet.  He  had 
two  long  sessions  with  him  and  was  about  to  have  the  third  when  Gandhi 
was  killed.  I know  you  must  have  thought,  as  I did,  that  Sheean 
though  gl;f'ted,  was  a very  STjperflclal  young  man.  He  was  too,  but  at 
3a^e  time  he  was  one  who  kept  asking  the  Implacable  stars  why 
we  here  and  what  It  means.  If  you  come  across  him,  Usten  to  what 

he  says.  After  all  has  sat  at  Gandhi's  feet  and  has  heard  Gandhi's 
own  words.  Th^  *‘'l>-at  person  who  v;aked  me  to  Gandhi's  gre=  tness  was 
Teacher.  Phe  v.-as  alwsys  able  to  separate  dross  from  the  true  metal 
and  she  knew  that  Gandhi  was  the  true  metal.  V,'e  are  all  poorer  now 
th«t  he  Is  gone. 

And  this  brings  me  to  Folly.  Bo  much  remains  to  be  done  In 
the  world ^ that  only  Helen  can  do.  hnhru  (I  think  he  is  the  handsomest 
man  alive;  will  do  what  he  can.  He  loved  Gandhi  so  much  that  I f'^el 
no  other  love,  not  even  the  love  of  a devoted  woman,  could  mean  so 
much  to  him.  The  waters  are  troubled,  but  Helen  will  find  her  way 
through  them — If,  Polly,  you  will  keep  your  health.  I know  that  to 
you  It  means  nothing,  but  for  Helen's  message  to  the  world  it  means 
everything.  It  would  be  so  much  easier  if  you  had  help,  but  you 
haven't  and  I see  no  way  you  can  get  it.  The  "cundatlon  In  24  years 
could  ^ have  tr'alned  some  one  to  take  ycur'  place  on  the  plati  orm--they 
haven't  done  it  and  no  one  else  has  come  forward.  It  Is  unthinkable 
to  have  nelen  stagnant  In  a world  where  so  much  Is  to  be  done  that 
only  she  can  do,  but  this  is  what  will  happen,  Polly,  If  anything 
happens  to  you.  You  rtiust  take  care  of  yourself  and  if  the  Xayo  Glinlc 
says  there  is  the  least  doubt  about  the  advisability  of  this  great 
trip  you  «re  planning  you  will  have  to  give  it  up.  Don't  think  I 
don't  know  what  th-^t  would  cost.  But  many  of  the  best  things  in  life 
come  high  and  this  may  be  one  of  them. 

Herbert  has  been  ver'c  good  about  keeping  me  In  touch.  I have 
answered  all  the  letters  I can  and  am  sending  to  you  as  memoranda  the 
ones  that  you  will  ha'-'e  to  do  something  about.  If  nothing  Is  done 
about  any?^  of  them  It  won't  matter  much. 

Robert  has  been  having  a bad  time.  Fl.e  broke  out  In  the  shop 
in  Greenland,  a hose  cracked  under  pressure  and  hit  him  on  the  right 
elbow,  dislocating  it  so  badly  th'^t  he  has  not  been  able  to  use  his 
arm  ^or  the  last  couple  of  months,  r.e  is  due  to  take  cl:srge  of  a 
smiadron  of  destroyers  on  tr:e  Pacific  least  on  April  1,  but  the  man 
who  la  to  relieve  him  was  not  detached  from  duty  in  Europe  until 
early  In  "ebruai'y,  T^la  man  .till  had  to  have  time  to  get  to  the 
States,  have  ten  days  leave  here,  make  hla  wr^-^t o Green  and,  and  spend 
at  least  ten  days  with  Robert  before  P.obert  turn  his  face  in 

our  direction.  Keantime  the  Navy  ship  upon  which  Robert  depends  Is 
laid  up  for  repairs  In  Newfoundland.  The  Aray  has  an  amphibious 
plane  at  his  station  but  at  the  moment  no  one  who  is  competent  to  fly 
It  and  the  fiords  are  full  of  ice.  "Peace  It's  wonderful,"  Robert 
says,  not  knowing  how  anything  is  coming  out. 


Ky  love  to  you  both,  ever  and  always. 


Ill  r^lftn  street,  (Jarden  City,  . 
Karoh  3 , 19^8 


Dearest  Tolly, 


The  power  of  attorney  should  be 
signed  In  th»  presence  of  e notery  and  returned 
to  me.  I believe  this  In  all  thet  is  n-=>ce88ary. 

The  telegram  from  Dorothy  Parker 
I would  simply  Ignofe;  also  all  other  requests 
of  8 similar  nature  that  come  In.  Aa  soon  as  the 
papers  announce  your  departu’-e  e'-eryone  will  under- 
stand why.  Fven  If  Helen  were  going  to  be  he^e  I 
should  like  to  know  a little  bit  more  about  this. 

As  I said  over  the  telephone  I don't  quite  like 
the  big  rush.  It  Is  without  doubt  an  exploitation 
of  Vadame  Jollot-Curle' s name,  or  r«ther  of  her 
mother's,  and  It  may  be  for  the  best  purpose  In  the 
world,  only  I'd  like  to  be  sure  of  It. 

Jo  can  take  care  of  the  answer 
to  Dr,  dhaplcy.  I am  terribly  sorry  about  this 
on  many  counts,  the  chief  of  which  is  that  you 
are  going  to  have  to  take  the  rap.  This  Is  not 
fair,  but  It  Is  a goof  example  of  whrt  happens 
when  Helen  goes  Into  politics.  If  she  doesn't 
do  exactly  what  people  went  they  blame  you  for 
not  presenting  It  to  her  propebly;  If  she  does 
a howl  goes  up  that  she  Is  being  exploited.  Thank 
Cod  e>ven  this  does  not  clip  her  wings.  People 
look  to  her  for  ideas,  for  strong  beslc  principles 
that  rise  above  partisan  politics,  that  are  true 
to'^ay  and  true  tomorrow.  These  she  can  express 
with  “11  the  vigor  of  which  she  Is  capable  (and 
that  la  plentylT  nnd  they  h«ve  more  Influence 
In  helping  people  to  make  up  their  minds  than  she 
re^'llzes.  These  she  can  express  to  anyone, 

FoArthur,  Bob  Irwin,  Bertha,  lola,  Quthrle, 
atharlne,  me — anyone  stall.  At  times  It  will 
seem  that  she  la  casting  seed  upon  stony  ground 
but  this  Is  not  true.  The  harvest  Is  slow  but  the 
seed  are  good  and  when  It  comes  the  harvest  la 
abundant.  Tell  Helen  that  no  matter  who  our  next 
resident  is  I am  goings  to  start  a movement  to 
-^et  her  appointed  secretary  of  state.  That's 
wnere  nhe  belongs.  Meantime  all  I ask  la  that 
you  don't  kill  yourselves,  eltner  one  of  you. 
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Polly,  It  took  more  than  anyone  elae  In  the 
world  had  to  go  on  with  Helen  vfhen  the  sails 
vpre  set  an"’  the  winds  were  fair.  Now  with 
storms  ahead  you  are  asked  to  rise  to  the  heights 
that  Teacher  scaled.  This  Is  not  fair,  but  I 
know  you  will  do  It.  '^he  gave  us  a measure  by 
which  to  Judge  women,  Just  ns  Gandhi  gave  us  a 
measure  by  which  to  Judge  men.  I trust  you  and 
Helen.  Even  Gandhi  fell  short  of  his  Ideal  and 
when  Vincent  Sheean  was  talking  to  him  Gandhi 
warned  him  against  thinking  that  he  was  perfect. 
"But  your  strug/le,  sir,"  Gheean  said,  "has  always 
been  In  that  direction."  "Yes,"  Gandhi  agreed, 

"my  struggle  has  always  been  In  that  direction." 

So  much  Helen  can  always  say  and  you  too.  ri^'len 
Is  one  of  our  saints.  It  hurts  to  be  a saint. 

Just  now  It  hurts  more  than  ever  and  what  hurts  us 
who  are  on  the  sidelines  Is  that  there  Is  nothing 
we  can  do.  All  we  can  say  Is  that  we  are  with  you. 
God  keep  you  and  God  help  you'. 


We  had  of  course  a beautiful  time  at  Antony 
and  Cleopatra.  Robert  kicked  like  a mule  about 
going  backstage  (Herbert  too  I think)  and  nary  a 
one  of  them  would  have  gone  If  I had  not  been 
there  to  prod  them  (and  I hesitated  too  because  I 
know  that  her  problem  Is  very  like  Helen's)  but 
the  minute  they  came  Into  the  circle  of  that 
warm  radiance  they  forgot  everything  else  and  felt 
perfectly  at  home.  '^Ince  Teacher  I have  hot  known 
Herbert  to  be  so  enthusiastic  about  anyone,  bame 
with  me.  Robert  will  write  her  a letter. 

'"hat  dubllac  that  Robert  gave  Helen  Is  one  of 
the  very  few  In  this  country.  We  know  It  la  a good 
dubllac  because  of  the  weather  that  smiled  upon 
our  day  In  Westport.  I asked  him  to  try  to  get  one 
for  Katharine;  he  told  me  that  I did  not  realize 
how  rare  they  are,  but  he  was  so  enchanted  by 
Katharine  that  I am  sure  that  If  it  Is  possible 
he  will  get  her  one  too. 


I hope  to  see  you  at  least  one  more  time 
before  you  leave.  After  you  are  gone  tell  Herbert 
I'll  never  forgive  him  If  he  doesn't  drive  down 
to  Garden  City  every  now  and  then  to  comfort  me. 
As  I told  katharlne  the  other  night,  "People  have 
got  to  be  nice  to  me  next  winter."  "I'll  see  you 
every  week'."  she  cried. 


t 

I 
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Veil  I auTt  atop.  Impress  upon  Herbert  that 

I whatever  he  feels  after  you  go  I feel  It  too.  And 

i tell  him  that  If  he  doesn't  come  up  to  New  Hampshire 

I to  throw  a trout  line  Into  Crystal  Lake  all  may  be 

off  between  us.  Tell  him  that  I expect  a two-bottle 
* vl3lt--he  will  know  what  I o-'an.  You  will  too. 

I 

Oh  Polly  I send  my  love.  Vi’hat  more  can  I do?  If 
you  will  tell  me,  I will  do  It. 

(■  Yours  and  Helen's  to  the  death  I am, 


Robert  has  your  dates  for  California.  He  ex- 
pects a train  telegram  which  he  will  confirm.  His 
addreas  Isthat  of  his  ex-wife's — 78  San  Mateo  Ave., 
Berkeley  7.  The  ex-wlfe  will  not  enter  Into  the 
picture  but  Robert  hopes  his  daughter  will.  She  Is 
and  for  some  years  has  been  the  main  woman  In  his 
life.  I have  not  seen  her  since  she  was  about  three 
v'^ars  old.  Tell  me,  If  you  have  a chance,  what  she 
is  like. 


Kj  love,  dear  Helen,  dear  Polly,  dear  Herbert 
as  always. 


I 


Ill  ?lfth  3t.,  Qnrden  K,Y. 

March  16,  1948 


Dcnrest  Robert, 

u^T  , 1 ao  I o*^n  make  out  Pollv  and 
Helen  will  arrive  In  Tan  Francisco,  not  Oakland^  on 

frL  you.  “ ►'ll  «xp,»t 


■.  i TP  , , Here  In  the  Fast  we  are  terribly  worried 

about  -oily.  She  Is  having  penlcll  In  mists  and  her  ^ ' 
doctor  savs  she  has  no  business  in  setting  out  on  the 
tour.  He  la  a good  bit  of  an  aged  dumb-bell  and  Polly 
is  going,  a'  well  he  knows,  no  matter  what  anyone  says. 

Hiyr-+  Mrr  ^ morning  I talked  with  Mrs.  Ida 

charge  of  their  appearances 
^ leave  this  country.  I asked  her  . h-t  you 

could  do  to  help,  she  says  that  on  March  22  Helen  la 
to  have  a night  meeting  In  the  schools  of  ,an  Francls- 
nnd  r pr-esent  (with  or  without  trltzle) 

out  of  It  as  fast  as  ever  you  can  this 
something.  After  a meeting  there  are 
Iways  so  many  people  who  want  to  shake  hands  with 

feel?;.s®  brutal  -hunt  th^^m  out,  no  matter  whose 
teellngs  you  hurt. 

1 ^ J asked  Herbert  who  knows  better  than 

* ” what  the  situation  Is  In  '-■eatport  If  It 

better  If^I  almnly  did  not  let  -ou  know  when 
the^  ere  coming.  Oh,  sa'rs  Herbert,  "It  111  do  Folly 
so  much  good  to  see  Robert."  -he  w«nts  to  see  Vince  ^ 

■ ants"tn' ('^omehow  ,-;he  particularly 

see  Bobby),  ’fhen  you  m«"et  tnem  you  will  know 

to  ollv°1^f  '"uch  as  you  can,  but  yield 

Only  Insists  upon  Vince,  rltzle,  and  Bobby, 

cnly  go  home  early,  no  matter  whet  she  sayr. 

f„-nyr  , Yesterday  afternoon  I was  In  a frlght- 

lunrh  Position.  Helen  and  Folly  and  I had  <i. 

ir?he  H^^^vard  Club.  After  th^t  roily  had  to  go 

then  to  clen  checks  a year  ahe'>dv 

doctor  3 for  treatment.  Jo  was  next,  but 

call  jrto^°  ^ doctor's  secretary^ 

Da  Idsons  h«r  she  had  to  go  home.  Meantime  the 

Including  5 ^ ^ nua-,ber  of  their  friends, 

iCn^t  inL  Brooks  and  Harlow  Khapley  and  I 

blank  rhnnv''r°  Helen  to  sign  a 

him  h,,+^  Wallace  campaign.  She  Is  all  for 

ji  country  she  can*"!  support  him. 

nL-2  written  her  a letter  Indicating  tha»  he  la 
a a. e of  ev  rythlng  Involv-d,  but  the  comnlexlon  of 


thl,  llttlB  party  ahovel  “-t  thry  atlU  hopra  tp 
g«t  her.  At  any  rate  she  did  not  &o. 

I am  so  glad  you  are  going  t -■  be 
Cosat  to  receive  them.  Take  Boo'S  care  of  them. 

Keith  and  I are  going  to  Geo  -gla  next  week . I ' 11 
KO  a^dav  or  two  ahead  of  him  and  rent  a Plymouth, 
the  same  one,  I hope,  that  you  had. 

The  thought  of  Katharine  Cornell  acting  In  a 
nlcture  In  the  cart  of  Teacher  has  come  up  again. 

I am  wrltlny  her.  One  of  the  best  of  the  Hoilywoo 
directors  Is  Interested. 

Ve  have  missed  you  like  fury.  Katharine  a 
pert-  was  nice,  but  we  needed  you.  ^ 

goddamned  Idiot  and  was.  ^ben  Is  only  a few  laps 

behind  him. 

Let  us  hear  from  you. 


I ove. 


f y,  1 9 


Kto 


Lighthouse 

3-chom« 
Abe  no -leu,  Osaka, 
22. Dec. 1947 


Showa-cho 

Japan 


Ilf  I'?  v<? 

Ip  keo 

Lighthouse 

17  Kishi  3-chome , Showa-cho 
Abeno-lcu,  Osaka,  Japan 
22. Dec. 1947 


Ill  FIFTH  STREET 
GARDEN  CITY,  NEW  YORK 

March  1? , 19^ 


Dear  Herbert, 


There  are  several  letters  that 
Polly  wants  me  to  write  and  I need  a few 
adlresses,  Takeo  Iwahashl's  for  one.  I must 
write  him  about  permission  for  Japanese  editions 
of  Helen’s  books. 


Polly  wanted  me  to  thank  Mr.  John 
Sloan  for  the  book  he  sent  Hel^.  What  is  its 
/^name?  Wliat  is  his  address,  ^ H H 

This  reply  to  Helen's  letter  to 
President  Truman  should  be  clipped  to  the  copy 
of  her  letter  if  you  can  find  it. 


I'd  feel  better  this  morning  if 

I knew  that  they  were  not  going  to  have  to 
speak  in  Chicago  and  San  Francisco,  but  I do 
feel  that  Polly  has  a good  chance  to  improve 
now  that  she  is  cut  loose  from  the  stresses  and 
strains  of  Westport. 

I know  the  house  seems  empty 
to  you.  Keep  well  and  keep  in  touch  with  me. 


eve. 


A / 


7 


>?Brch  17 » 19^ 


De-sp  K'ath'irlne,  ^ 

"^hla  Mr.  Muaprove  Is  a publicity 
npn  that  ;-'elan  and  Polly  ir.pt  In  California  some 
voars  ago.  Ve  thought  you  might  want  to  follow  up 
"hl'S  suggestion,  but,  as  you  see,  I have  answered 
his  letter  so  that  you  need  not  If  you  do  not  care 
to.  We  all  feel  that  the  d-'amatlc  rights  to  the 
story,  howe/er  It  may  be  presented,  are  yours. 
Incidentally,  I have  Helen's  power  of  attorney  over 
her  llterarv  work.  This  la  primarily  to  save  her 
from  trivialities  like  signing  permissions  for 
excerpts  In  anthologies,  etc.  I should  not  take  the 
responsibility  for  anything  -eally  significant  with- 
out consultation,  but  if  you  should  decide  unon 
anything  I am  sure  It  will  be  all  right  with' Helen 
and  Folly  and  me.  And  we  can  alwa”’s  cable  them. 

Polly  should  be  in  bed  in  a secret 
place  wnere  no  one  can  find  her,  but  I do  feel  t.at 
s-e  has  a better  chance  of  recovery  now  that  she  has 
left  Vi'estport  than  she  would  have  if  she  stayed  at 
home,  uelen  Is  In  excellent  health  and  spirits, 
happy  and  unworrled. 

One  miraculous  bit  of  good  fortune — 
■'f^rhaoB  vou  have  heard  it.  hffle  Thomson,  Folly's 
niece,  has  promised  to  Join  the  household  when  they 
"eturn.  My  sister  who  knew  her  In  Scotland  says  that 
s’-e  ig  poised.  Intelligent,  and  attractive,  the 
nearest  to  another  .'’oily  that  we  could  possibly  hope 
■'"or , 


'••'hen  we  had  our  farewell  lunch  at 
t^e  Cl’!b  the  other  day  we  spoke  of  you — wanted  you  — 
and  Joined  In  hoping  that  you  wepp  about  to  enter 
unon  a oepiod  of  absolute  rest. 

'•’1th  ail  the  good  wishes  there  are, 

I am  yours. 


K«rch  <?0,  19^ 


Dear _J^o3rT^,  

This  i.r,  Iwahnshl  Is  head  of  the  Light- 
house for  the  nilnd  In  Osaka,  Japan,  and  I believe 
of  most  of  the  work  ^or  the  blind  In  th"t  country. 

He  la  managing  Helen  Keller's  tour  through  Japan 
this  summer  and  (ioneral  KacArthur  Is  managing  them 
both.  I don't  know  If  you  have  had  any  correspondence 
with  the  publisher  Chlyoda  Lhobo  or  not.  I rather 
fancy  not,  lor  I gather  that  It  Is  something  new  'or 
the  Japanese  to  ask  permission  to  publish  anything 
that  was  first  published  anywhere  else. 

The  point  is  that  the  whole  underxtaklng 
Is  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  and  Helen  Keller 
Is  perfectly  willing  to  have  p'^rmlsslon  given  free 
of  charge  if  Doubleday's  consents.  On  the  other  hand 
it  might  be  more  business-like  to  demand  payment  In 
which  case  Helen’s  share  should  be  given  to  the 
Lighthouse  In  Osaka.  Of  course  there  are  one  or  two 
books  which  were  not  published  by  Doubleday's,  e.g., 
"The  Vorld  I Live  In,"  (t.<e  old  Oentury  Gomoany)  and 
Helen  Keller  in  Dcotland"  which  w»s  never  brought  out 
In  the  United  '-tates.  I don't  know  what  Mr.  Iwahasnl 
means  by  the  "whole  complete  works  of  Helen  Keller." 
■'Ill  you  take  him  over  please  a~d  If  anything  Is  to  , 
be  signed  by  Helen  I have  t::e  power  of  attorney  to  [ 
do  so . 


Now  that  the  weather  Is  Improving  I am 
really  expecting  that  visit  from  you  and  Catherine 
Smith.  I am  going  to  Georgia  on  Vednesday  to  visit 
my  mother,  but  I'll  be  back  In  about  ten  days.  Kail 
will  be  forwarded  to  roe. 

I am  sorry  to  unload  this  on  you,  but 
how  can  I help  lt'=’ 


Af  'ectlonately. 


as. 

^ (ccteo. 


r 


j 


Hnrch  20,  19^8 

Kra.  Smith, 

A 

Two  dava  before  -elen  and  ' oily 
left  Westport  Polly  eskrd  me  to  write  you  that 
they  were  very  fit.  I can't  do  that,  for  Polly  la 
not  well,  really  not  well  enough  to  be  setting 
out  on  this  gigantic  undertaking.  The  one  comfort 
Is  that  she  cannot  be  any  worse  off  on  the  road 
than  she  was  at  home  where  the  pressure  had  become  . 

almost  unbearable,  especially  tho  political 
pressure  from  the  very  progressive  groups  who  wanted 
Helen  to  give  them  her  name  to  do  with  as  they 
pleased  while  she  was  out  of  the  country.  :he  did 
not  do  It  (thank  heaven),  but  It  was  not  easy,  for 
tiie  reruests  came  In  many  Instances  from  close 
friends  whom  It  was  hard  to  refuse.  Polly  of  course 
had  to  bear  the  brunt  and  st?nd  up  under  the  ! 

accusation  that  she  was  not  presenting  the  situation  ; — 

to  Helen  In  all  Its  aspects,  but  Helen  knows  by  this 
time  that  she  cannot  give  her  name  to  any  organization 
In  which  she  herself  does  not  take  active  part.  I 
don't  mind  Helen  holding  any  political  views  she  likes 
but  I can't  help  being  glad  that  they  are  out  of  the 
country  during  this  election  year, 

I have  Juot  finished  answering  a 
great  stack  of  letters  that  they  hadn't  time  for  and  j 

Polly  sent  me  others  from  Chicago  where  .*elen  spoke  [ 

before  school  children  and  teachers  and  received  a j 

great  ovation.  Folly  said  her  own  voice  "h' Id  up 
fairly  well."  ('’he  meant  to  telephone  you  before  she  j 

left;  If  she  didn't  It  was  because  she  couldn't  j 

trust  her  voice;  she  croaked  like  a frog).  She  also  i 

said  "I  go  on  this  fateful  voyage  feeling  an  Inward  j 

ecuallty  to  all  things."  j 

I don't  know  If  she  had  time  to  tell  } 

you  the  one  miraculously  good  piece  of  news.  Her  j 

niece,  Kffle  Thomson,  Bert's  daughter,  Is  to  Join  the  j 

household  when  they  return.  My  slater  who  knew  "ffle 
during  the  winter  she  spent  In  "ngland  says  that  she  j 

la  poised.  Intelligent,  and  attractive.  I can't  think 
of  anything  that  would  be  more  help  to  Polly.  And 
Polly  is  the  one  I am  worried  about.  Helen  is  In  fine 
rettle--the  doctor  pronounced  her  In  excellent 
physical  cond I tlon--and , as  always,  she  la  delegating 
her  worries  to  someone  else,  namely  lolly. 


* 
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Herbert  will  teke  onre  of  the  house  while  they 
are  gon®  I shall  keep  close  touch  with  him.  He 

sends  me  all  the  letters  that  the  Foundation  cannot 
handle  and  I answer  them  as  best  I can. 

It  would  be  so  pleasant  if  you  could  drive  over 
to  Foss  Mountain  this  summer.  There  are  so  many 
things  that  we  could  talk  over  face  to  face  which 
can't  be  thrashed  out  on  paper.  I'll  be  there, 
according  to  our  present  plan,  from  the  middle  of  Way 
until  the  first  of  November  and  Keith  will  be  there 
most  of  the  time.  He  still  has  to  come  back  to  "'’ew 
York  for  one  week  out  of  every  month  to  look  after 
his  duties  at  Mc3raw  Hill.  Doubly  pleasant  it  would 
be  if  Kay  was  with  you.  Vfe  had  hoped  she  would  settle 
upon  New  York  (for  our  own  selfish  reasons)  but  she 
showed  wisdom  In  choosing  New  England. 

'If  you  can  think  of  anything  we  can  do,  separate- 
ly or  together,  which  would  make  life  any  easier  for 
the  girls  you  have  but  to  let  me  know.  I am  going  to 
write  Kffle  to  assure  her  of  a welcome.  In  the  event 
that  you  wish  to  get  In  touch  with  her  also  I give  her 
address ; 


Miss  ■■'.ffle  I.  Thomson 
IS  Chalmers  Hoad 
Ayr,  ' cotland 

I hope  to  see  you  during  the  summer. 
Sincerely  yours. 


March  23 , 19^ 


De'ir  Effle, 

I aai  Ann  Braddy'a  alater  and  I am 
writing  to  tell  you  how  veiy  happy  It  makes 
me  to  think  that  you  are  considering  Joining 
the  household  In  Westport  when  Helen  and  Polly 
return.  Of  course  I am  thinking  primarily  of 
how  wonderful  It  will  be  for  them,  but  I do  want 
to  assure  you  that  a warm  welcome  lo  waiting 
‘’or  you  on  your  own  account.  You  aee,  I know 
you  already,  a little,  for  I have  heard  Ann 
and  Folly  talk  about  you  ao  much,  vour  coming 
to  our  great  sprawling  country  which  we  love  so 
much 'and  get  so  terribly  annoyed  with  will  be  a 
great  adventure.  We  shall  do  our  best  to  make  It 
rewarding. 


Polly  and  Helen  are  now  In  ’~an  Fran- 
cisco, about  to  take  plane  for  Australia.  My 
brother,  a captain  In  our  Navy,  Is  on  hand  to 
act  as  escort  and  take  care  of  details.  «hat  I 
hope  la  that  Folly  Is  finding  time  to  bake  In 
the  sunshine.  She  left  the  East  with  a stubborn 
cold,  needing  rest  and  peace.  I hope  she  Is 
getting  It. 


Tomorrow  Keith  (my  husband)  and  I 
are  leaving  for  Georgia  to  visit  ^Jin  and  my 
mother.  Ann  Is  overjoyed  at  the  thought  of  seeing 
you  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — as  we  all  are. 

Kf^antlme  1*’  there  Is  anything  that 
any  of  us  can  do  to  make  the  path  easier,  you 
have  but  to  let  us  know,  ’^or  Polly's  sake  •’nd  I 
am  sure  that  within  the  year  It  will  be  for  your 
own  I subscribe  myself 


f fectlonately  vours. 


April  7,  19-48 


Denr  Lenore,  m) 

Your  letter  reaoh^^d  me  while  I waa 
In  Geo”6la  on  a /lalt  to  my  mother,  which 
explains  icy  delay  In  anawerlns. 

I like  your  po-^  very  much.  I 
agree  with  you  that  the  title  should  be  VICTORY 
instead  of  NIKH.  The  main  trouble  in  getting 
It  published,  I believe.  Is  that  though  the 
public  by  now  ought  to  be  familiar  with  every 
detail  of  t;.e  story  it  Isn't,  A render  coining 
to  the  poem  cold  might  be  somewhat  bewildered 
by  the  pump  and  the  water.  For  this  reason  I 
think  a very  brief  explanation  in  prose  at  the 
top  might  help. 

At  the  moment  the  P.otarlan  magazine 
la  Interested  in  getting  something  from  Helen 
and  I think  it  might  be  very  much  worth  while 
to  have  them  take  a look  at  this. 

Yesterday  I had  a post  card  from 
Polly-f  mailed  from  the  FIJI  Islands.  At  leant 
they've  got  that  far  without  trouble, 

I expect  to  see  ;^ou  In  >w  Hampshire 
before  ma^y  months  have  ‘'one  by. 


'^inceroly  yours, 


Ill  Fl*'th  "treet,  Gfrden  City,  New  York 
April  P,  19A8 


Deoreat  Polly, 

We  pre  Juat  back  from  Georgia,  Keith 
and  I,  and  picking  up  the  old  threads.  The  reports 
from  Can  Franclaco  have  made  me  very  happy.  Kobert 
said  it  was  wonderful  to  be  with  you  and  I an 
pleased  thnt  vou  liked  the  children.  It  was  mar- 
vellous for  Robert  to  have  you,  for  the  cirovim- 
atances  under  wr.lch  he  sees  -'’rltzie  and  Hobby  are 
rather  trying  and  I know  you  both  helped  relieve 
the  tension.  It  was  nice,  too,  that  you  saw  Vince 
and  ■Irglnla. 


Keith  and  I read  the  V.’allace  galleys 
in  Dublin — liked  what  he  said — and  I mailed  then 
back  to  Jo  and  Flo-'ence.  I hope  to  see  them  before 
we  get  off  to  Few  Hampshire,  but  there  is  a strike  on 
at  the  Harvard  Club  and  that  leaves  me  without  a 
good  place  to  entertain  in  New  York.  I don't  know 
the  merits  of  the  case,  but  will  try  to  find  out. 

I wrote  Lenore  and  had  a good  letter 
in  answer.  She  inclosed  her  poem  to  Helen  and  Teacher 
and  I suggested  that  she  write  a very  brief  prose 
introduction  for  the  people  in  whose  minds  the  scene 
at  the  pump  is  not  froah  and  send  it  to  the  Rotary 
magazine.  Wo  are  planning  to  meet  in  New  Hampshire. 

That  woman  who  was  going  to  write  the 
article  for  tne  Rotarian  sent  my  letter  to  the 
J^oundatlon,  or  rather  had  the  editor  send  it,  claim- 
ing that  you  and  Helen  nad  given  her  permission  to 
write  the  article  and  sign  Helen's  name  to  it.  hrs. 
Gifford  and  I talked  over  the  telephone  and  she  will 
straighten  it  out. 


Saturday  we  are  going  to  Providence, 
R.I.,  to  Don's  wedding.  We  dread  the  trip,  but  it 
wouldn't  be  oulte  legal  for  Bon  to  get  married 
without  Keith  being  there, 

Herbert  and  I keep  in  touch  by  mnll. 

The  re-^uests  keep  coming — recently  there  has  been 
a spate  of  letters  from  High  School  students  who 
have  chosen  Helen  as  the  subject  of  their  research 
papers.  And  there  has  been  one  request  to  reprint 
'Three  Days  to  Poe."  Th“t, article  ought  to  be 
published  in  a booklet.  I don't  think  Helen  has  ever 
written  a-ythlng  with  more  appeal. 


’.’e  founrt  aeorgln  bRautlful--dogwood , yellow 
Jesasalne,  woodbine,  swamp  lilies,  wild  Irla  etc 
but  the  we-ther  for  th“  most  part  was  bad.  It  has*’, 
rained  almost  continuously  since  last  fall  and  In 
the  southern  part  o^  the  state  there  has  been  great 
damage  from  floods.  Ann  and  mother  wanted  to  know 
all  about  you  and  Helen  and  sent  their  love.  You  are 
both  much  on  their  minds. 

Ve'll  be  off  to  New  Hampshire  about  a month 
from  now,  but  Instead  of  staying  on  the  hill  by 
myself  I 11  probably  come  back  to  Garden  City  In 
June  with  Keith  unless  It  turns  out  that  this  I3 
the  time  Herbert  wants  to  come.  Keith  doesn't  like 
to  have  me  stay  alone  and  to  t®!!  the  truth  I don't 
much  like  It  myself,  T'll  write  Herbert  soon  about 
this.  Any  time  during  the  summer  would  be  fine  for 
us . 


Katnarlne  Conant  and  I are  going  to 
Gar  Named  Desire"  the  first  week  in  May. 
could  be  with  us. 


"A  Street 
I wish  you 


i-on  t let  yourselves  be  pushed  around,  no 
matter  how  nobl®  the  cause.  It  is  very  important  for 
vou  and  Helen  to  come  back  to  us  whole  and  strong. 

->6  need  you.  We  can't  do  without  you.  I'd  like  to 
put  a little  neon  sign  In  front  of  you  that  you 
couldn  t avoid  looking  at  every  minute  that  you  are 
awake:  the  sign  would  say  TAKE  CARE  OF  YOURSELVTS. 


We  send  our  love. 


April  16,  1948 


D*»«»r  Kst.harlnp , < — 

I nm  sorry  that  I have  not 
written  sooner  to  express  ny  -lelii^ht  that 
you  have  oomaunlcated  with  Mr,  .tu  ton,  but 
I nave  been  tied  up  In  knots  with  f|.r. lly 
af'alrs  which  Included  two  grave  li|ne8aes 
which  seem  now  to  be  coming  to  an  eM . The 
mere  ^act  of  your  writing  is  worth  an  airmail 
to  Helen  and  Folly,  which  I am  sending  now. 

I have  not  hea  d from  them 
direct  since  they  reached  Australia,  but 
Herbert  reports  that  Polly  says  that  for  a 
change  she  Is  feeling  very  well.  God  knows  I 
hope  she  Is  telling  the  tnjth. 

Are  you  taking  care  of  yourself? 

Please  do. 


Love, 


Qarcipn  City,  New  ’-'ork 
April  16,  19“'^ 


Dearest  Tolly, 

I meant  to  write  you  about  ten 
dava  ago  to  tell  you  that  Katharine  Cornell  had 
written  to  i>'r.  Huston,  the  director,  concerning 
the  possibility  of  doing  Anne  Sullivan  hacy,  but 
I've  been  tied  up  with  various  thlngs--Don ' s 
wedding,  family  lllneases,  etc.  K^^tharlne  said  she 
would  let  me  know  whst  happens--!  am  sure  that 
some  day  something  'Ine  will  come  of  it,  even  if 
nothing  comes  of  it  now. 

The  daffodils  are  beginning  to 
open  end  spring  Is  in  the  air.  It  makes  us  long 
“'or  New  Hampshire.  had  intended  to  go  up  very 
ea»-ly  in  Hay,  but  Uncle  Thad  arrives  in  Baltimore 
on  xMav  A for  another  operation  on  his  eye  and  I 
may  have  to  go  down  to  be  with  him,  especially 
since  I have  Just  had  word  that  the  aousin  v ho 
lives  not  far  off  and  whom  I had  been  counting 
upon  to  look  after  him  haS  been  called  to  Texas 
by  the  very  serious  Illness  of  her  mother,  kt 
any  rate,  we  shall  go  up  when  we  cam.  In  spite  of 
the  r-’st  we  had  in  the  South  Keith  is  very  tired 
and  needs  to  be  In  the  country,  .xe  is  In  Syracuse 
today  at  a meeting,  but  will  come  back  tomorrow 
morning. 


Herbert  savs  that  you  report  that 
vou  are  feeling  very  well.  Heaven  help  him--and  you 
too — If  It  is  not  the  truth.  I can  picture  you  and 
Helen  moving  from  triumph  to  triumph  through  a 
sea  of  affection.  So  may  it  ever  be. 


Hy  love  to  you  both, 


Ill  -'Ifth  O^r^pn  Olty,  '-’.Y. 

av  5,  19^P 


Doara  >t  Follv , 

I had  a ihort  but  very  pleaoant 
lunoh  with  Herbert  on  Monday  on  my  w»y  to 
Vllmlngton  to  spend  the  night  with  my  cousin 
before  going  on  to  Baltimore  to  meet  Uncle 
Thad.  t’ncle  Thad  is  having  a cataract  removed 
frbm  his  eye  at  the  Vilmer  Clinic  at  Johns 
Hopkins . 


r.erbert  seems  awfully  well  and 
very  busy*  He  gave  me  the  printed  directions 
for  opening  vour  safe  and  a note  showing  where 
your  valuables  are  stored.  I'll  e\it  them  in  our 
safetv  vault  over  at  the  bank.  He  said  he  wanted 
me  to  have  them  in  case  anything  happened  to  him 
and  I told  him  that  we'd  all  be  in  a pretty 
pickle  if  we  didn't  conk  out  in  the  order  that 
wo  h”ve  planned. 

It  w*’ 3 wonderful  to  neve  y ur 
Qoblfi — gevR  me  a lift  to  know  that  things  are 
going  so  well.  'Tvery  now  and  then  «omebody 
tells  me  that  they  have  heard  something  about 
elan  ov'  r the  r°dlo  or  have  seen  her  in  the 
newsreel . 


eith  and  I are  setting  out  for 
nowvllle  on  or  around  yay  10.  Herbert  has 
promised  to  core  \jp  to  see  us.  V."e'll  .;et  the 
date  a little  later,  after  I know  more  about 
Uncle  Thad.  he  was  pitifully  helpless  when  he 
reached  3altimore--half  bllnd--but  he  has  great 
hopes  (whlcn  I think  are  justified)  that  he  will 
be  •’ble  to  see  much  better  when  the  oneratlon  is 
o 'e*'  opd  ho  has  some  new  glasses.  The  first 
oner'^tlon  was  apo'”'ently  successful  so  far  as 
surgory  wan  concerned,  but  the  optlcl«n  had  not 
done  right  by  him.  The  cat'’''act  '‘ad  b'^en  reno  ed 
from  only  one  eye  *»nd  this  me-’nt  that  the  other 
had  to  bo  blocked  off  ' th  an  opaoup  glass.  He 
Intends  Joining  us  in  ”ew  uampshlre  as  soon  an 
■' e leaves  the  hosnltal  °bout  two  weeks  from  now. 
Under  ordinary  conditions  it  woul’’  be  ^un  to  have 
him  and  Herbert  there  to.rether,  but  I'll  have  to 
volt  to  seo  wh<"  t condition  h^  is  in  when  the 
doctorn  get  through  with  him.  And  .lerbert  sa^a 
latop  in  the  suomeo  will  be  batter  for  him. 


I 

I 


I wanted  to  see  Jo  and  Florence  before  we 
got  away,  but  the  Ladles  dining  room  In  closed 
for  alterations  at  the  Club  and  my  time  1 . so 
short  that  I'll  wait  until  fall. 

I had  a nice  letter  rrom  "ffle.  I want  iier  to 
call  upon  us  If  there  Is  anything  we  can  do  to 
help  about  her  entrance  to  thin  country.  The 
Found-’tlon  might  be  useful  In  expediting  matters. 

It  does  have  a high  standing  with  the  public  -^nd 
an  appeal  through  them  or  the  John  Milton  Society 
would  carry  great  weight. 

Vh«t  pressure  Helen  would  b«  under  If  she 
we'^s  here',  ''enators  Morse,  Tobey,  and  Chavez  have 
written  to  ask  her  to  an  emergency  conference  In 
■.'ashlngton  to  propse  a IT.',  policy  ^or  Palestine 
and  the  i;ear  Fast,  she  Is  wanted  ^or  a national 
con’'erence  on  American  police  In  Jreece,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Academic  ''oclety  'Petronella  Koens" 
(National  oclety  of  Sad-slghted  and  Blind 
Intellectuals  and  Artists  In  the  Netherlands; 
has  written  to  ask  her  to  accept  honorary  member- 
ship "In  consld- rat  Ion  of  her  brilliant  intellec- 
tual and  moral  nu'=lltles,  of  .•er  unrivalled 
energy  and  will-power,  of  the  shining  example  sVie 
nas  been  and  continues  to  bo  to  blind  and  other 
Invalid  persons,  a.d  of  her  unf’alling  devotion 
to  the  Improvement  of  their  moral,  social,  and 
economic  position."  This  I think  Is  something 
elen  will  wish  to  accept.  I wrote  that  I was 
sure  th-’t  she  would  be  deeply  touched  and  pleased 
but  th'’t  she  was  In  Australia,  th«t  the  letter 
would  he  held  for  her  return. 

'•'allace  Is  making  a speech  In  Mew  Vork  on 
the  11th.  It  la  hard  to  tell  from  the  papers  how 
th=»  c''moalgn  la  going.  Mot  too  well  I am  afraid. 

■^tuart  Grumrron,  as  ’^ou  perhaps  know,  has 
translated  '=n  anthology  of  the  works  of  an 
Argentinian,  Domingo  ''’auatlno  armlento,  a states- 
man who  b'^ll^ved  In  democracy.  The  book  was  brought 
out  by  the  Princeton  Unlverslt''  Press  and  has  been 
getting  very  good  reviews. 

■'lllott  Roosevelt  has  deserted  the  Vi‘aliace 
camp,  "he  world  wags  along  from  this  to  that  and 
I send  my  love  to  ^^ou  both. 


t 


' ny  6 , 19^? 


Coqr  K'>th0''ln«, 

This  Is  to  give  you  my  summer 
address— "nowyllle,  New  Hampshire;  tel.  Conway 
21-22 — in  the  event  that  you  have  occasion  to 
use  It  between  now  and  November  1,  end  to  make 
a report  on  our  wanderers.  Through  Herbert  I 
learn  that  Folly  says  that  the  Australians  tell 
her  that  no  one,  not  even  members  of  the  Royal 
■aally,  has  ever  received  such  a welcome  as  the 
country  la  now  giving  to  Helen,  hlnce  a post  card 
from  the  71 J1  Islands  the  only  direct  word  I have 
had  from  Polly  was  a cable  which  came  last  Eunday: 
"Marvellous  news.  All's  well."  I should  be  distressed 
If  she  did  write  to  me,  for  she  comes  to  the  erd 
o'"  the  day  exhausted — but  happy  and  triumphant. 

Her  messages,  which  come  to  me 
through  Herbert,  Include  one  for  you,  which  Is  that 
the  Australians  are  waiting  for  you.  The'^  know 
you  very  well  and  want  you  very  m\ich.  Ir  Benjamin 
duller  says  that  you  can  place  yoiir  receipts, 
which  presumably  will  be  enormous.  In  government 
bond  s . 

I had  a nice  note  from  oily's 
niece,  Ttffle  Thomson.  The  wheels  are  moving  and 
I think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  getting 
her  Into  this  country.  If  so,  we'll  have  to  marshal 
our  forces. 

I hope  I am  correct  In  picturing 
you  as  abandoning  yourself  to  the  Joys  of  hartha'a 
Vineyard . 

With  love. 


Kay  19,  1946 


Desr  Kerbprt, 

I am  returning  the  copy  of  the  lett.er 
from  the  Titate  Department  for  you  to  send  Dr.  fiauffer. 

I have  answered  the  various  letters  and  have  read 
the  clippings  with  great  Interest.  I will  return  them 
to  you  a little  later,  but  I am  hurrying  with  this 
because  we  are  golni'  to  town  In  a few  minutes. 

I m^ar.t  to  telephone  you  again  before  we 
left  Garden  City.  We  were  planning  to  leave  early  In 
the  mo/'nlng  on  the  10th,  but  we  finished  packing  ounday 
morning  and  as  soon  as  we  had  dinner  we  asked  each  other 
what  we  were  waiting  for.  The  answer  was  Nothing  and  so 
we  hopped  In  the  car  and  scooted  up  to  Northampton  for 
the  night,  ^orry  we  couldn't  -top  with  you — I hope  we 
can  In  the  fall. 

Uncle  Thad  left  the  hosnltal  day  before 
yesterday,  but  he  Is  still  In  Baltimore  and  I don't 
know  how  long  he  will  stay  there.  He  seems  to  think  he 
may  not  get  to  New  Hampshire,  elth  hasn't  decided  yet 
when  he  is  going  to  Michigan  but  It  vlll  probably  be 
around  the  20th  of  June.  I want  him  to  be  here  when  you 
come  and  I should  say  that  any  time  after  the  Ath  of 
July  that  suits  you  would  be  fine  for  us.  The  boat  Is 
calked  and  painted  on  the  lnslde--hopa  to  get  It  into 
t 10  w^-ter  before  the  week  Is  out.  Your  flstilng  license 
Is  reserved,  the  best  one  In  the  lot,  and  we'll  t«5g 
’feme  fish  for  you  when  we  go  to  the  lake. 

It  sounds  as  If  the  girls  are  having  the 
be^t  go  of  their  lives.  I only  hope  those  people  don't 
kill  them.  If  anything  Important  comes  up 

telephone  me — Conway  21-Hlng  22.  V.'e  go  down  for  the  mall 
only  every  now  and  tnen.  Take  good  care  o'  yourself. 


Much  love  from  us  both. 


'■•ay  24,  1948 


Lear  Dr.  ^tau^’  erj 

It,  was  very  kin-n  of  you  to  write  to 
me  an.i  I am  happy  to  think  that  the  tiae  Is  not  far 
off  wiion  you  and  Mrs.  Stauffer  will  Join  Helen  and 
Polly.  I have  been  following  their  course  through 
Australia  with  the  deepest  Interest  and  gratification, 
but  also  with  much  anxiety,  especially  because  of 
Polly,  .ilth  the  requests  that  are  pouring  In  upon 
them,  for  instance  that  one  from  the  State  Department, 

I see  no  hope  of  rest  for  Polly.  Very  few  people 
realize  the  terrific  strain  that  such  a tour  as  this 
Imnosea  upon  her.  You  and  Mrs.  Stauffer  do  realize  It 
and  I know  you  will  be  able  to  help  ease  her  burden. 

The  burden  is  a privilege,  a fact  which  Folly  appreciates 
as  much  as  anyone,  but  It  can  kill  her  Just  the  sare. 

■^ou  may  assxire  Takeo  Iwaiiashi  that 
he  has  my  full  and  cordial  permission  to  quote  whatever 
he  likes  from  my  book,  "Anne  Pulllvan  Xacy."  This  Is 
cour >e  contingent  uoon  permission  from  Doubleday  and 
Co.,  but  I am  sure  there  will  be  no  trouble  on  this 
score. 


I stay  in  close  touch  with  Herbert 
and  my  husband  and  I expect  to  have  him  up  here  with  us 
for  a week  before  the  summer  Is  out.  i y contact  with  the 
girls  Is  primarily  through  aim  and  I should  be  distressed 
If  It  were  otnerwlse,  for  I know  Polly  comes  to  the  end 
of  the  day  exhausted. 

t'.j  warmest  hopes  are  with  you  all  for 
the  greatest  possible  degree  of  success  in  this  noble 
undent '■-king. 


Very  sincerely  youi'S, 


^r.  ' llt-in  ftauf'er 

-ener"!  ecret  ry,  John  . llton  ocletv  for  the  Blind 
15^.  ' Ifth  Avenue 
*?»w  vnrk  10 

■ • I • 


Dear  Nella; 


Sorry  you  could  not  stop  on  you  way, 
but  probly  on  your  way  down? 

Under  saperate  cover  I am  sending  you 
some  clippings  from  Australia,  so  you  can 
follow  the  doings  of  our  girls* 

I am  sending  a very  nice  letter  from 
the  state  department  foryou  to  read,  please 
return  it  so  I may  send  it  to  Dr.  Stauffer. 

Still  keeping  very  busy,  three  hours 
to  night  at  the  desk.  Polly  said  y6u  should  see  my 
room  she  has  hundreds  of  letters  from  all  over 
Australia,  I am  so  glad  when  she  leaves  Australia 
she  will  have  a secretary. 

Much  i^ove  to  you  Nella  Dear, 

Herbert 

My  best  to  Keith,  toll  him  not  to  catch  all  the 
fish,  leave  some  for  ms,  if  I can  possibly  come  upi 


June  4,  1948 


Desr  Herbert, 

I h".ve  written  Messrs.  Lovett  and 
Pyle  to  thank  them  for  the  shrubbery  and  rosea. 
I Grilled  you  "the  gardener,"  which  among  other 
things  you  are,  and  I thought  It  would  assure 
them  th^-t  ^he  plants  would  not  be  left  to  die 
while  Helen  Is  away. 

Cn  the  affidavits  that  Kffle  wants 
I think  Helen  herself  will  have  to  sign  them. 
Pollv  can't — she  hasn't  money  enough.  It  may  be 
a little  more  difficult  with  their  being  out  of 
the  United  tales,  but  I am  sure  the  American 
"mbassy  In  whatever  country  they  are  will  help 
with  It.  Keith  and  I would  offer  to  do  It,  but 
since  she  Is  x coming  to  work  for  Helen,  It  Is 
Important  for  Helen  to  sign  whatever  has  to  be 
signed.  The  occupation  to  be  followed  might  be 
called  that  of  secretary.  Of  course  It  will  be 
much  more,  but  this  Is  a word  tnnt  people  will 
understand . 


The  Rev.  Robertson  Is  apparently 
not  In  his  right  mind.  Besides  ev  rythlng  else 
the  mat'er  with  the  letter  I notice  that  the 
address  to  himself  Is  written  by  someone  else. 

I don't  think  It  Is  worth  acknowledging,  but  you 
might  keep  It  a while  In  case  we  hear  from  hlin 
again. 


The  letter  from  Polly's  brother 
distressed  me — so  full  of  bitterness  and  resentment. 
And  Helen's  reception  In  Australia  nak  Is  not  a 
rehearsal  for  the  King  and  uoen.  It  Is  Helen's  own 
and  I doubt  If  the  ’''Ing  and  ^'ueen,  both  together, 
can  arouse  so  much  enthusiasm. 


Well,  you'll  have  to  get  somebody  else 
to  stay  In  the  house  while  you  are  here,  '-'esterd.ay 
K*»1th  and  Harry  and  I went  fishing  and  caught  40  nice 
perch,  two  ro'chea,  one  horned  pout,  four  or  five 
small  bass,  and  a lot  of  catfish,  Xe  tnrew  back  the 
bass  becaus'  they  v are  llleg-1  and  th>-  flatfish  because 
we  dldn  t want  them  and  still  had  enough  left  to 
Invite  our  friends  In  to  help  us  eat  them.  Pretty 


goo'i  'Ishlng  licenses,  ph?  We  hope  yours  will  be 
s ciuplicate.  Any  time  at  all  Is  a gooi  time  for 
for  you  to  oome. 


Love, 


^osa  Mountain,  Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
June  5,  19^8 


Dearest  Polly, 

I think  of  you  and  Helen  every 
day  and  put  In  a good  bit  of  time  worrying 
about  you.  I keep  reminding  myself  of  the 
great  privilege  it  la  for  you  both  to  be 
called  upon  for  so  aplendld  a mlosion,  but 
that  doesn't  keep  me  from  wishing  to  be 
where  I could  help  look  after  you.  I do  hope 
you  are  keeping  yourselves  in  leash  «nd  not 
overworking  to  the  danger  point. 

At  He’^bert's  request  I wrote 
to  thank  the  nurseries  that  gave  th  rosea 
and  the  shrubbery.  He  also  asked  me  about  the 
affidavits  that  ^^frie  needs.  I think  Helen  will 
have  to  sign  them.  She  is  the  one  for  whom  ’=’,ffle 
will  work  and  I think  it  is  Important  to  have 
Helen  vouch  fRamxlc  for  her  from  the  beginning. 

It  might  be  a little  difficult  with  you  out  of 
the  GO’ontry,  but  any  American  embassy  or 
consulate  could  help  you.  Keith  and  I could  sign 
up  to  be  responsible  for  her  support,  but  this 
might  cloud  the  record  when  it  comes  to  tr^rlng 
to  keep  Effle  over  here.  Still,  if  you  have  any 
trouble,  let  us  do  it  and  we'll  s*ralghten  out 
things  later.  Is  she  coming  first  on  a four- 
months'  visa  and  then  decide  if  she  wants  to 
stay?  Oh  dear  I wish  we  were  where  we  could  talkl 

I was  distressed  by  your  brother's 
letter,  Polly,  which  Herbert  sent  me  to  read. 

When  so  gentle  a soul  writes  1th  such  confessed 
resentment  and  bitterness  it  makes  me  shiver  to 
think  how  the  British  as  a whole  must  hate  us. 

It  must  hurt  him  that  ~ffle  is  leaving  home  and 
the  Islands  hav<"  had  such  a long,  dreadful 
siege  that  it  is  wonderftil  that  they  can  go  on 
PS  well  as  they  do. 

Herbert  whites  that  he  will  h°ve 
to  ^ind  somebody  else  to  stay  in  the  house  at 
Arc- n Bldge  when  he  comes  up  here.  His  friend  is 
going  to  Lake  G-®orge.  How  we  wished  for  him  the 
other  day  when  we  went  out  in  our  little  boat 
and  caught  AO  perch  and  iome  other  fish  and  how 
we  wished  for  you  and  Helen  to  help  us  eat  them 
when  we  got  back  home.  Har>"y  i^llls  was  with  us 


I 


and  we  had  enough  flah  for  a big  mess  for  his 
fasilly  and  enough  for  ur,  to  Invite  In  some  of 
our  peroh-hungry  friends  to  help  us  ent  ours, 

'!ie  had  dandelions  and  flddleheada  out  of  our 
vard  and  Stewed  rhubarb  off  our  own  plants.  It 
was  a meal  for  the  gods. 

Ve  have  been  here  nearly  a month  end  have 
had  only  one  or  two  clear  days,  b\it  however 
Inconvenient  for  us  the  weather  has  been,  It  has 
been  what  the  lilacs  and  apples  need.  The  hill- 
side is  a riot  of  color  and  fragrance  and  I do 
wish  you  and  Helen  could  see  It  and  smell  It. 

Ve  hope  to  see  the  Conants  this  next  week- 
end. They  will  bo  at  Jim's  graduation  June  10-11 
and  then  drive  through  here  on  their  way  back  to 
Oarden  City.  Ann  we  hope  to  nave  from  the  first 
of  July  until  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Our  love  is  with  you  wherever  you  are. 


Junp  15,  194P 


Doqr  .‘lerbert, 


nurnpr'vjion 
pll'^  Tor  delpn 


_In^lo3Pd  are  nine  letters  from  the 

'■  '«  o In  tne 

3 attention. 


1 a rt  -p  -'le  It-  j.lan  book  aoout  xielen  caTie  Tt 

Is  a fnnn.7  one.  it  is  ooa.olble  tl-nt  +^1  » ♦ 
oennlssloris  from  DoubledaTr' s--ln  Veneral' 
take  rare  of  t'e3e--bnt  It  doesn't  look  like’ It 
‘ °t  do  I think  of  the  Illustrations?  Don’t  ask.* 

. r,.  co„,„, . ’■« 

^-ought  us' in's  n:ess"or''??sh‘‘  but 

a very  goos  on'-  '-a  Vins  ’1.  a lloense  was  not 


ere 


T j Jfeith  will  lea  a ^or  '.ew  '■'orV  aav+ 

Tueodav,  • ill  atay  there  two  -,r<  ^ 

his  mother.  %‘tuJnlng 

aholl  be  by  mvae^f  fo-  If  ^ 

you  know  when  you  are  coming.'''’  ‘ 


Love  from  us  both. 


July  a,  1948 


Dorr  Dr.  Stnuf^^r: 


T^ianK  you  *’or  writing  me.  I am 
Dnrtlcularly  gl-:^  to  h»ve  the  Itinerary  with  act^r<'3se3 
beoause  wh-^n  erbert  Joins  me  here  on  the  mountain  I 
intend  to  tPlrphone  our  gi-ls.  There  la  something  very 
com^'ortlng  about  hearing  thr  voice  of  a friend  =rd  our 
ears  3"e  hungry  for  Helen's  and  *^olly'3. 

It  distresses  me,  but  does  not 
surorlse  me,  t learn  that  tne  Royal  Institute  for  the 
Hllnd  has  cut  the  promised  month's  rest  before  Japan 
to  eight  days.  Over  the  years  I have  learned  that 
people,  even  the  best  o^  them,  will  not  keep  promises 
to  -elen  and  "’oily.  They  will  use  them  to  the  bone,  to 
be  sure  for  the  most  noble  purposes,  but  tney  will  not 
take  into  consideration  the  frailties  of  the  human 
constitution.  The  girls  can  stand  Just  so  much  and  I'll 
be  frank  to  nay  that  on  this  score  I am  depending  a 
little  bit  more  on  Mrs.  ' tauffer  than  anyone  else,  he 
is  a nurse,  '•'ou  will  both  be  overwhelmed  with  pleas  that 
will  break  your  heart  I*"  you  can't  answer  them,  but  In 
the  long  -lew  It  will  not  help  the  world  If  we  kill 
elen  and  Polly  In  the  process.  I '’o  not  need  to  emphasize 
how  troubled  I am.  I v ant  iielen  to  come  back  alive. 

Folly  too.  And  I know  that  you  and  Mrs.  Stauffer  want 
this  too,  but  I am  not  sure  that  you  know  how  difficult 
it  will  be  for  you. 


Ky  thoughts  will  be  with  you  all 
ev«ry  st«=p  of  the  way.  It  Is  one  of  the  finest  missions 
ever  conceived  and  I am  sure  It  will  be  crowned  with 
success  If  Helen  and  Polly  can  be  protected  to  see  it 
through.  I must  sorind  as  if  I don't  care  what  happens  to 
you  and  ^‘rs.  Stauffer,  but  I do.  The  burden  Is  heavy 
on  every  one  of  you,  b’lt  the  knowledge  that  "eou  are  of 
so  much  u>e  to  all  humanity  will  buoy  you  up.  This  Is 
my  hope.  I am  worried  but  I am  not  disconsolate.  I wish 
to  every  one  of  you  all  the  good  fortune  there  is. 


incerely  yours 


Hnowvllle,  New  ;iamp3hlre 
July  9»  19^8 


Dearest  Folly, 


I don't  Xnow  whether  or  not  Herbert 
ha=?  eent  you  the  Inolosed  cllpnlng,  but  I thought 
YOU  might  like  to  glance  -’t  It.  I hed  another 
nice  letter  from  Dr.  ^tauf:^er.  In  answering  I 
tried  again  to  emphaalze  the  Importance  of 
protecting  you  and  Helen  and  I told  him  that  people 
will  not  keep  their  promises  to  you  about  leaving 
you  time  to  rest.  Those  people  out  there  will 
kill  you  If  you  give  them  half  a chance. 

We  are  expecting  Ann  next  week, 
f-he  has  entirely  recovered  from  the  kidney 
Infection.  Herbert  Is  uncertain  as  to  when  he  can 
come,  but  I'll  keep  after  him. 

Robert  Is  still  In  San  Diego.  At 
the  end  of  July  he  exoects  to  go  to  Kare  Island 
for  a two  months'  overhaul--!  hop'^  you  meet  In 
Janan  or  somewhere.  He  had  Just  had  a delightful 
two  weeks  with  his  children,  very  unexpected, 
’’obsy's  father  died  and  she  sent  the  children  to 
Robert  while  she  went  to  "eattle. 

Our  we-^ther  Is  mlr-^ culou3--days 
cool  and  sunny  and  nlgjsts  made  for  sleeping.  We 
are  beginning  to  get  lettuce  ard  beets  and  turnip 
gracns  out  o^  our  garden,  '^he  season  was  very 
late  because  of  the  cold  rains,  but  things  are 
coming  on  f°st  now.  Our  11  'es  are  filled  with  small 
nl-^asant  events  and  I wish  you  and  Helen  could 
share  them. 


you  are. 


Our  love  Is  with  you  wherever 


•*) 


July  11,  I9A8 


D-ar  Herbert, 

I believe,  as  you  augeeated,  that  Dr. 
tauffer  Is  the  one  to  have  the  letter  from  the 
rlends  Service  Committee  and  I am  accordingly  sending 
It  to  him.  I wonder  If  you  are  as  hot  as  we  are 
today.  We  are  dripping — It  Is  two  o'clock  In  the  after- 
noon— but  we  expect  cool  weather  by  night.  This  Is 
terrible. 


Lo  ' e. 


July  12,  19 A8 


Dear  Dr.  Stauffer; 


Herbert  gent  ae  the  Inc^jaed  for 
attention.  It  has  Just  arrived  and  after  leading  It 
over  I have  decided  that  It  should  go  to  you  end 
an  accordingly  sending  It  the  quickest  way.  I have 
not  acknowledged  It. 

I hope  you  and  Mrs.  Stauffer  are 
not  having  the  aaoe  kind  of  hot  weather  that  has 
descended  upon  us. 


Xitb  all  good  wishes,  I am 
i,lncerely  yours, 


Dr.  Milton  Stauffer 
Baldwin  Hotel 
521  Grant  Ave. 

'"an  "ranclsco 
California 


Foss  Mountsln,  Snowvllle,  New  hampshire 
July  ^1,  19^8 


Dearest  Polly, 


It  was  p,oo'l  to  see  your  handwriting  again,  but 
you  must  not  take  out  time  to  write  to  me.  Herbert  is  very 
good  about  keeping  me  In  touch  with  you  and  Helen,  re  and  I are 
both  troubled,  not  to  say  angry,  about  the  v:ay  you  are  not 
allowed  to  rest.  It  ain't  right  and  I hope  you  g-  t support 
on  this  score  from  Dr.  Stauf<”er. 

Ann  arrived  yesterday  bringing  a good  report  i'rom 
home  and  looking  very  w°ll  herself.  She  la  tired,  though,  and  Is 
still  asleep  here  In  the  middle  of  the  morning.  Bertha  will 
come  about  a week  from  now  and  I'll  be  awfully  glad  to  see|;er. 

I am  just  about  ready  for  a meal's  vittles  that  I haven't  \ 
cooked  myself. 


Herbert  is  uncertain  as  to  wnen  he  la  coming. 

The  fall  might  be  the  most  Interesting  time  because  O'  the 
beauty  of  the  foliage  which  I believe  he  has  never  seen,  but 
any  time  he  selects  will  be  fine  for  us. 

Our  weather  has  been  lovely  for  vacationists 
but  too  dry  ^or  gardeners  and  we  are  beginning  to  worry  again 
about  the  danger  of  fire.  It  la  hard  to  b'^lleve  that  you  are 
in  a winter  climate. 

I don't  know  If  Lenore  Is  at  ’’Innlpesaukee  or 
rot  but  I am  expecting  to  hear  from  her  before  long.  I'll  try 
to  get  In  touch  with  her  after  Bertha  comes. 

Blueber’"les  are  ripe  and  we  are  gorging  our  elves 
uron  them.  Fish  are  still  biting  though  not  as  greedily  as  earlier 
In  the  season. 


The  state  of  the  nation  and  of  the  world  Is 
something  to  msi’^e  the  heart  ache,  even  here  In  the  peace  of  the 
hills,  any  people  seem  to  think  war  Is  Inevitable.  Larry  and 
Katharine  Conant  watc- ed  the  Louls-Jersey  Joe  fight  over  television 
at  tne  home  of  Larry's  brother  Melvin  In  Forest  Hills.  Trygfe  Lie^ 
who  has  become  a good  friend  of  Melvin's  was  present  with  his 
two  daughters.  elvln  Is  a solid,  conventional,  rock-ribbed 
Republican  and  Katharine's  Impression  was  that  this  Is  exactly 
the  kind  of  companion  that  Lie  would  choose,  both  in  Norway  and 
In  the  n.S.  "My  fleeting  Impression,"  she  wrote,  "was  taat  he  Is 
not  at  all  the  'listening'  t.'hpe  of  person--there  was  one  man 
nresent  who  really  knew  American  boxing  and  prize  ring  history 
brrt  '^rigger  (this  Is  appa”en'’ly  his  nickname  among  friends) 
brushed  him  off  and  had  his  mind  made  up  before  the  fight  began; 
he  Insisted  upon  viewing  it  from  Furopean  standards  and  seemed 
unaware  of  any  other  point  of  view.  It  disturbed  me  in  a UN 
official  because  I feel  th^t  he  would  fight  like  a worthy 
pachyderm  for  the  old  order  and  no  compromise  with  the  new... 


Ve  are  all  Inclined  to  think  that  unless  a miracle  happens 
Dewey  will  be  the  next  President.  I can  hear  Helen  say  "Alas" 
and  I say  It  with  her.  It  Is  hard  these  days  to  know  which 
way  to  turn  or  where  to  look  for  hope  and  confidence. 

'^'he  household  sends  its  love  with  mine, 


July  ?.^i, 


Dear  Herbert, 


I ani  taklns  care  of  the  two  Items  you 
sent  me  and  shall  try  not  to  upset  tne  president  of 
the  British  Temperance  League  in  my  letter  to  him. 

Don’t  push  yourself  about  coming  up  here. 
After  all  we  shall  be  around  until  Nov.  1 and  I think 
it  would  be  very  good  for  you  to  get  away  from  Arcan 
Ridge  for  a week.  There  are  two  ways  to  fly.  One  is 
to  Boston,  the  other  to  Portland,  '"ou  get  much  better 
train  service  out  of  Boston--three  trains  a day  I 
believe  to  Conway  where  we  would  meet  you--and  the  best 
of  the  trains  is  the  Mountaineer.  The  last  friend  who 
flew  up  went  to  Portland,  spent  the  night  at  the 
’^astland  Hotel  and  came  to  Center  Conway  on  the  early 
train  (the  only  train  in  fact)  the  next  morning. 

Ann  is  here  and  I am  waiting  now  to 
learn  if  Cncle  Thad  is  coining.  He  has  had  a very 
hard  time  get+ing  his  two  eyes  to  work  together.  If 
he  succeeds  and  gets  his  new  glasses  he  is  very  likely 
to  show  up  ‘'or  a few  weeks,  Bertha  is  coming  next 
Thursday. 


Lo  ''e. 


August  24,  1948 


Dfiareat  Polly, 


According  to  the  list  of 
sddresses  I have  you  and  Helen  should  be  in 
Japan  by  the  time  this  reaches  you.  I hope 
you  are  not  finding  your  schedule  too 
strenuous  and  I feel  that  I have  some  reason 
for  this  hope  when  I I’emember  that  Dr.  Stauffer 
and  ;'r.  Iwahashl  are  helping  to  look  after  you. 

Keith  has  gone  to  NY  and  from 
there  will  go  to  Michigan  to  see  his  mother, 
returning  here  by  way  of  NY  again  on  Sent.  10. 
Ann  leaves  Thursday  of  this  week,  the  same  day 
tbs'!  some  cousins  are  coming  for  a short  visit 
and  after  that  Bertha  and.  I will  be  alone 
until  ■''’'elth  getsback.  The  su.mmer  has  gone  by 
yor-j  fast.  The  last  I heard  from  Herbert  he 
seemed  to  think  it  would  not  be  a great  while 
before  he  could  plan  to  be  with  us.  I hope  he 
will  be  able  to  spend  at  least  a week. 

I hope  the  "reported"  ^75,000 
for  Jo's  estate  is  correct.  A nice  piece  of 
change  to  have  around  in  my  opinion.  I am 
inclosing  the  page  from  The  Beavor  because  of 
the  picture  of  Tthel's  and  Kddle's  friend, 

Phil  Chester,  managing  director  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  CO.  "'■'ou  remember  that  the  Chesters  were 
there  the  memorable  week-end  of  your  party. 

Most  of  the  news  is  made  up  of 
little  things  and  will  keep  until  we  see  you. 


My  love,  ever  and  ever. 


Au5iJ3t  29,  1948 


Dearest  Polly, 


d^nth  nn+n  T heard  about  Mrs.  Gifford's 

th  until  r ^ot  your  card.  I know  it  will  make 
s great  difference  to  you  and  Helen  and  I am 


about  it  for  other  reasons.  I wish 
have  the  vigor  that  she  kent  un  to 
last  minute. 


we  could  all 
almost  the 


sorry 


« „ ^ have  Just  ansv/erod  a nice  note 

+ ’Eckstein  (Katharine  Cornell's^ 

noi  Denary"  man)  which  ho  sent  with  a 

cooy  of  his  new  book.  Also  a letter  from  a ^ontess- 
.Margot  Pesozzl  dl  Castelbesxoz-o  in  Ital.r  vHo  ^ 
thinks  th'=t  she  and  Helen  may  be  relatives  She 
would  like  Helen  to  visit  her  in  her  coun^^y 
home  and  I wish  to  God  that  Helen  could 

you  bSh  elves  me 

V’eavryoS'l^^slinr^'^  Bchedule  gets  too 

^ U simply  have  to  drop  everything  and 

or^oSrseS?-  mult  tafe'eare 


< T , you  will  both  be  interested  in  tvio 

Clipping  about  Carlo  Tresca.  It  is 
much  amusing  now  to  find  the  press  referrinp-  to 

him  as  "New  York  antifascist  editor!"  ?ha?^aL't 

cS!rrtS!t^T!  ^h^rSe^^a^!  ^ 

in  ttenonn?  V,  i '^“'’^^--l^amed  to  catch  bass  and 
w -o^  i an  awfully  good  time.  Jake  came' 

mono ^!h  butterflies®  caterpillars  and  punas  of  the 
-Don.-rcn  butterflies  which  we  gathered  from  the 


mllkwepd  and  brought  Into  the  house.  The  series 
of  transformations  Is  altogether  miraculous  and 
completely  beautl'^ul.  Everyone  of  us  sat  up  at 
night  so  as  not  to  miss  anything.  Mext  year 
we'll  have  enough  caterpillars  so  as  to  follow  It 
through  In  the  daytime  and  I hope  you  and  Helen 
will  be  here  with  us.  Very  much  of  It  Helen 
could  "see." 

The  Metropolitan  and  the  Unions  seem  to 
have  reached  agreement  and  there  will  be  opera 
next  year.  My  very  ardent  Kepubllcan  cousin 
who  Is  with  me  this  week-end  with  her  husband 
thinks  everything  is  going  to  be  much  better 
after  the  election,  that  much  confidence  she  has 
In  rewey.  Ain't  It  wonderful? 

My  love  goes  over  land  and  v/ater  to  reach 
vou  both, 


r P7- bflr  15*  19-^8 


re*trp'>t  oily, 

'r'o  flrr’  oornlriK  to  arclB  tlie  end  of  a lovely 
'’s”  ■^urln,-'  which  -^ou  and  ..alen  and  Teacher  v.ere  never  a 
Tlnutr  ont  of  our  3!lndH.  T.enore  and  .Till  ard  ..Idney 
drorr  ov--r  fron  ''olfeboj-aj  to  spend  tho  day  with  us.  The 
>.;e''tfer  w^s  oerfect  and  ve  drank  to  you  and  ^;olfen  on  the 
lawn  back  of  t.e  house  aiaost  on  the  spot  where  you  and 
hel‘’n  and  I had  breakfaet  th«t  October  dav  that  you  were 
here.  And  oh,  how  we  lon£efl  ior  you'.  And  oh,  how  our 
anxious  hearts  went  out  to  3’’oul  '^ou  aust  feel  thla  all 

tlae,  but  you  3ust  ha/e  felt  It  espoclally  today,  both 
of  you. 

I was  so  pleased  when  Lenore  called  me  up 
about  B week  ayo.  Ve  made  the  date  then  and  had  to  post- 
pone It  one  day  because  of  a-  garden  club  mc'’ting  at  W;,lch 
she  cr.d  to  be  present — I believe  she  was  to  speak.  It  wes 
left  open  as  to  whether  or  not  Phil  was  to  come  and  I was 
pe»'t Iculerly  pleased  when  I saw  th' t he  was  in  the  car  as 
thev  ■^rove  up' the  hill.  We  llV.^d  oldney  but  a ain  we  felt 
th^’t  two  such  people  as  I.enore  and  Phil  should  have  given 
birth  to  giants  In  their  reneration  and  haven't,  bonstance 
as  no  dcnibt  you  know  has  .eoved  to  Penver.  r-=-lth  and  I hope 
to  i>et  to  ’''Innepes.eukee  to  see  ♦Lea  this  n xt  week  or  the 
week  after  that. 


Cur  complaint  about  the  weather  Just  now 
Is  that  It  Is  too  perfect.  We  want  rain.  Th°  whole  north- 
east Is  dry  and  the  menace  of  new  forest  fires  is  g; owing 
every  day.  h’at.ir  is  the  main  topic  of  conversation  and  we 
are  all  like  Arabs;  watei — plain  water — is  the  greatest 
thing  In  the  world.  Keith  and  I are  harnessing  a remarkaoie 
spring  to  the  west  of  our  house — the  cold  spr  ing  wc  have 
always  called  It — using  a 5000-gallon  reservoir  and  anx 
electric  ouap.  Vhen  we  get  through  we  11  probably  be  like 
'erucclo  Vitale,  the  great  landscape  arcriitect,  wnen  ne  was 
don-»  with  hl8  well  In  the  BerkvShlr  s — "Orlnk  water  or 
champarne,"  he  sald^^to  his  guests,  "It  makes  no  difference, 
they  cost  the  same." 


The  one  thing  we  are  sure  of  Is  that  at 
loast  one  of  tlKC  old  saws  th«t  countrynen  use  In^pred Ictlng 
weather  Is  true;  all  signs  ^all  In  a drought.  Ve  ve  had 
hl-h  clouds,  we've  had  red  sunrises  and  cloudy 
weSe  had  "rainy"  moons  with  halos,  ’••e've  seen  milk 
crawling  out  in  the  open  and  .--.arrv  Ellis  a arthritis  ha 


told  hlE  thrit  rnin  Is  on  th*»  vay.  It  nasn't  oone  r.nd 
we  •>''©  a raid  we  be  In  for  the  saae  kind  of  dry 

•-pell  th«t  we  had  last  year.  Feople  are  aurh  jrore 
careful  about  'Ire,  that  Is  one  thing. 

Vater  Is  ou’'  tonic  of  converantion.  Tne  o'  our 
nelrV.bora  whose  well  has  rone  dry  la  having  nen  blast 
'or  a p'^w  lovel  an-*  the  natives  say  thrt  she  la  v“ry 
apt  to  d -atroy  her  prosont  source  of  supply.  Oynamlte 
rias  be-  n known  to  divert  ap-^lngs  froa  tholr  source  so 
th"t  th®:'  v.-'re  no  longer  any  good.  Earlier  in  the  year 
our  whol-‘  comunlty  ctood  around  with  suspended  breath 
while  Ire  Slackens  (Helen  win  re.-noraber  hia  x'ether, 

"ill!  am  Ctlackena,  the  artist,  ' rlr-xid  of  wilder,  drilled 
'or  water.  He  wont  dov/n  nearly  30-0  ft.,  spent  v.^000  ar.d 
bad  to  s^op  because  his  money  had  given  out.  And  atlll  he 
hadn't  got  the  wet"r  he  was  looking  'or! 

— Keith  over  the  short  wave  has  Just  found  out  | 

that  It  la  raining  In  ?:orway.  I^ot  auch  help  for  us.  | ^ 

‘■est  = rdpy  I r-'-ad  ’.'ailace's  speech  in  the  i.  Times, 
"fhought  it  very  good  tut  think  there  la  no  doubt  that 
ever  will  b«  our  next  ?r- s Id p ri t . The  De.nocrotlc  party  Is 
srllt  three  ways — Trunan,  Wallace,  and  the  Dlxicrata. 

I’ll  be  rlad  when  the  election  la  over.  I think  It  trav  do  onich 
much  towards  aettllni-:  vorld  conditions,  "ut  I'll  be 
wllilnt^  to  let  the  world  go  1'  only  I know  that  you  and 
Helen  ere  all  i-lght. 

V"  love  la  with  you. 


Foss  Kt.,  Snowvlll*,  Kew  Hampshire 

P.epteuibor  27,  19^8 


Dearest  Folly, 

I hope  I did  not  startle  you  too  much  this  mornins 
when  I telephoned  you,  but  I had  reached  the  point  where  I had  to 
have  the  reassurance  of  your  own  voice.  It  did  help — It  helped 
«n  awful  lot — but  afterwards  I was  sorry  I had  not  had  Helen  come 
on  the  line  too.  Don't  be  ala'-raed  at  any  future  calls.  I have 
promised  ile  bert  one  for  his  Christmas  present  and  hav=*  told  him 
that  Christmas  would  be  a bad  time  to  take  it  because  th-  t is 

when  the  familleu  of  service  men  will  have  the  wires  bus-. 

Tnat  set  this  off  was  a telephone  call  from  Lenore. 

I have  already  written  you  a.bout  the  lovely  day  we  had  to.-'ether 
h»re  on  ^oss.  Meantime  she  had  received  a letter  from  you,  Polly, 
and  hs.d  "^-eed  between  the  lines."  ‘'0-1  n«yer  say  anything  about 
yourself  and  if  you  mention  a sol/’flo  or  say  in  passing  that  you 
think  you  have  a hard  road  ahead,  we  all  decide  th"t  you  are  on  the 
verge  of  collapse.  So  it  was  with  Lenore  and  she  wanted  to  know 
if  there  was  any  pressure  v^e  could  exert  to  get  you  and  Helen  home. 
You  know  me  and  pr'^saure.  I said  it  was  all  up  to  you,  but  as  soon 
as  sh-’  had  hung  up  I called  Herbert. 

Herbert  was  in  fine  fettle,  sitting  at  his  desk 
writing  to  you.  He  told  me  about  F-esident  Iruman's  letter  and  we 
both  agreed  that  the  two  of  you  (as  wc  had  seen  you  in  pictures  in 

your  summer  frocks)  loo:^ed  like  the  top  of  the  world.  He  said  that 

in  your  most  recent  letters  to  him  you  had  sounded  as  if  you  were 
going  strong,  but  still  I thought  to  myself,  if  I hear  Follv's 
voice  I can  tell  if  she  is  lying.  Co  I put  through  the  call  to 
Osaka. 

If  ever  we  nad  excitement  in  the  hills,  it  was 
then.  The  story  of  the  cell  is  a long  one  and  in  parts  oulte  funny, 
but  I am  frank  to  admit  that  there  was  no  one  more  excited  than  I 
was  when  I sat  at  dawn  on  out  llt+le  porch,  overlooking  the  spot 
where  vo  i and  -.elan  h'^d  br>-wskfe«t  two  years  ago  and  v/Lshing  you  ere 
there,  and  hearing  your  voice  come  in  so  clearly  from  so  many  ■Injamujiwiw' 
thousands  of  miles  away.  You  sounded  a little  tired,  Polly,  but  I 
believed  you  when  -ou  said  you  were  all  right.  I do  feel  that  you 
have  Judgment  enough  to  cancel  the  rest  of  fne  tour  and  come  home 
if,  because  of  the  blood  pressure  or  for  any  other  reason  you  think 
it  would  be  unwise  to  continue,  lometlraes  I wish  you  and  Helen  were 
alone — it  must  be  a Job  to  mix  the  military  and  the  missionaries  and 
I am  sorry  that  this  burden  too  is  on  your  shoulders — at  other 
times  I am  glad  you  have  companions.  In  any  physical  difficulty 
I feel  that  they  wo^ild  be  a help.  I only  hope  that  in  the  day  by 
day  routine  they  don't  t-’ke  too  much  out  of  you. 

Keith  and  I have  meant  to  drive  over  to 
'•'.'innlpeesaukee  to  spend  a daj'  v/lth  Lenore  and  Fhll,  but  our  water 
project  has  tied  un  down  for  the  past  week  and  day  a ''ter  tomorrow 
Don  Fink  and  his  wife  are  coming  to  spend  five  or  six  days  with 
US.  I'm  afr- id  we'll  have  to  take  a r-^  in  check  on  the  invitation 
until  next  spring. 
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October  11,  19^8 


Dear  Herbert, 


It  was  nice  to  hear  from  you 
and  to  know  that  you  are  still  hopln^^  to 
reach  Foss  Mt.  "e  plan  to  be  here  until 
early  November,  but  as  Keith  says,  this  Is 
the  tricky  end  of  the  year  and  the  weather 
mav  drive  us  out  sooner.  You'd  better 
telepho^gl,  at  the  last  minute. 

As  a matter  of  fact  we'd  have 
been  obliged  to  go  down  ourselves  some  time 
back  If  It  had  not  been  for  the  construction 
of  our  new  waterworks.  The  drought  of  last 
year  left  the  water?  tkblo  so  low  that  In 
spite  of  the  rains  '^n^'the  early  part  of  the 
summer  It  never  did  "T^ulld  up  to  Its  customary 
level.  We've  been  conserving  water  since  the 
middle  of  August.  Nov;  we  are  In  the  clear 
with  more  than  a thousand  gallons  In  the 
new  reservoir  which  holds  5000  gallons  when 
It  Is  full.  We  have  It  piped  to  the  back  yard 
but  not  yet  connected  with  the  house  because 
the  work  on  the  little  plant  is  not  yet 
finished  and  the  water  Is  a bit  on  the 
cementy  slde--good  enough  for  any  ordinary 
use,  but  v/e'd  rather  not  drink  It  for  a 
while.  The  house  connection  will  not  be  made 
until  next  spring. 

We've  done  a lot  to  the  place 
since  you  were  here  and  we  are  both  anxious 
to  show  you  around.  Maybe  we'll  have  bear 
meat  for  you.  A big  bear  has  been  coming  wight 


after  night  to  an  apple  tree  at  the  edge  of 
the  second  field.  We  hope  to  spare  you  a 
skunk — Harry  trapped  one  last  week  Just 
across  the  road  and  It  smelled  as  If  he 
had  trapped  It  In  the  house.  Well — there'll 
be  a lot  to  talk  about,  all  sorts  of  things. 


October  12,  19^8 


Dear  31ra: 


I think  you  may  be  Interested  In  a footnote  to 
the  Item  on  tny  bill  for  this  month  which  reads:  "Sep 
27  Osada  Japan  12  00."  (It  should  have  been  spelled 
Osaka,  but  this  doesn't  matter). 

The  night  I na  e the  call  I felt  that  I was 
taking  a terrific  chance  In  trying  to  make  satlafaetory 
connection  by  pa^ty  line  between  an  almost  forgotter^ 
hill  In  New  Hampshire  and  the  greatest  Industrial  city 
In  Japan.  It  was  a "person  to  person"  call  to  an  old 
friend  about  whose  health  I was  worried — to  two  old  rlends, 
In  fact,  'or  It  la  not  possible  to  think  of  kiss  Helen 
Keller  without  thinking  of  her  Inseparable  friend  and 
companion,  hiss  Polly  Thomson.  I got  exactly  what  I wanted — 
the  reassurance  thot  comrs  from  the  sound  of  the  voice.  To 
say  ^h«t  I was  thrilled  when  the  voice  came  through,  clear 
as  a bell,  from  Osaka  to  onowvllle.  Is  to  make  an  under- 
statement. 


But  apoarently  the  ercltement  In  Japan  more  than 
equalled  that  In  Carroll  Coiinty.  The  very  day  that  your  bill 
came  through  I received  a let*^er  from  .iagoya  (my  quarry 
had  moved  on).  To  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson  the  first 
Intimation  that  a call  from  the  ^’nlted  Ptates  „was  In  the 
o'flng  came  as  they  were  on  their  way  to  a leature(they 
are  touring  the  Orient  In  behalf  of  the  blind/  and  they 
could  not  stop.  They  said  they  would  answer  at  7 jOO  F.H. 
which  .Tesnt  that  I had  to  be  available  on  Foss  Kt.  at  d^wn. 

I was. 


Meantime  word  went  around  In  Osaka  thnt  h-^r  own 
country  was  calling  Miss  Keller  and  when  she  and  Miss 
Thomson  reached  the  Central  Telephone  Building  every  paper 
In  the  city  was  on  hand  with  photographers,  eager  to  know 
who  was  making  the  call  and  why,  etc.,  etc.  iotur-es  were 
made  of  them  In  the  telephone  booth  and  In  time  If  you  are 
Interested  I can  send  them  to  you.  It  must  have  been  a 
great  disappointment  to  those  In  authority  to  learn  that 
It  was  not  the  state  department,  nor  the  War  Department,  but 
only  me. 


I should  have  expected  a clear  circuit  If  we 
had  been  at  our  winter  home  on  Long  Island  near  ’Jew  York, 
but  to  have  it  from  here  Is  something  else  again.  I am  very 
glad  we  have  a telephone. 


Sincerely  yours. 


October  25,  19-^6 


Dear  e-ffle. 


I 5on't  know  if  Polly  has  had  an  oppcrtiinlty 
to  let  you  or  your  father  know  that  she  and  Helen  are 
having  to  cancel  the  rest  o'  their  tour  and  cone  home. 

This  is  because  of  Folly's  blood  pressure  which  was  high 
when  she  left  the  States  last  spring  and  has  kept 
climbing.  She  and  Helen  are  sailing  from  Japan  almost 
imn:od lately  in  the  Army  transport  Shanks  and  are  due  in 
Seattle  on  Nov.  11.  Herbert  will  meet  them  at  the  dock  and 
will  escort  them  across  the  continent.  I'^eentlme  a woman 
who  cleans  house  for  them  from  time  to  time  will  stey  in 
the  house  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  everything  will  be  ready  for 
them  when  they  return. 

Ve  are  all  trying  not  to  be  alarmed.  Polly  has 
had  excellent  medical  care  and  advice  in  Japan.  The 
doctors  have  simply  told  her  that  the  strain  is  too  great 
for  her  to  continue.  I talked  with  her  by  telephone  a 
few  weeks  ago  when  she  was  in  Osaka.  She  sotmded  all  right 
then  but  admitted  that  she  was  tired.  Meantime  there  is 
nothing  any  of  us  can  do  but  hope  thst  the  voyage  home 
will  help  to  restore  her.  My  husband  and  I had  planned  to 
stay  here  in  our  summer  home  until  the  middle  of  November 
but  under  the  circumstances  we  shall  go  on  back  to 
jsrden  City  (I  believe  you  have  the  address:  111  Fifth  St.) 
Tew  York  so  as  to  be  on  hand  if  they  should  happen  to 
need  us — either  Polly  or  Helen  or  both  of  the® — when  they 
get  back  to  .'estport.  I hope  when  they  get  there  they 
will  really,  at  long  las+,  settle  down. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Airs.  LaLan  W. 
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October  25,  19-^ 


i e^r  yil'^’red. 


■^ou  nay  have  heard  over  the  radio  or  throi^h 
the  news'^aners  that  I-.elen  and  oily  are  having  to  can^L 
the  rest  of  their  tour  and  coin  home.  Polly  +rled  thll* 
morning  to  telephone  Herbert  rt  Arran  lUdge,  but  falling 
to  get  him  (he  waa  on  the  train  on  th">  vay  back  from  a 
week-end  with  me),  transferred  the  call  to  their  close 
friend  and  neighbor,  aenerel  ^wln  flark.  I have  talked 
vlth  him  twice  this  morning  and  with  nerbert  once.  The 
girls  are  sailing  from  Tokyo  almost  immediately  and  will 
arrive  In  :.e?ttle  on  the  Army  transport  -hanks  on  Kov . 11. 
Herbert  will  meet  them  there.  In  the  mnantlms  ’a  woman  who 
cleans  ^or  them  will  stay  In  the  house  at  Westport  and 
everything  will  be  ready  for  them  v/hen  they  reach  there. 

The  difficulty  Is  lolly’s  blood  pressure.  It  was 
alarmingly  high  when  ahe  left  here  and  has  been  rising 
hlgh':r  and  higher.  Everything  is  being  done  thst  can  be 
done  and  all  I hope  Is  th'»t  the  decision  to  come  home  has 
not  been  made  too  late. 

Ordinarily  ray  husband  and  I stay  up  here 
until  around  the  middle  of  Kovember  but  we  shall  go  on 
back  to  Ciat'den  City,  Long  Island  ^ believe  you  h'.ve 
the  address;  111  Fifth  bt.)  in  time  to  be  settled  in 
b«fO''e  the  girls  arrive  In  Connecticut.  I think,  howeve'', 
that  the  kindest  thing  that  I or  anyone  else  can  do  is  to 
leave  them  alone,  but  to  let  them  know  thot  we  are  standing 

oy* 

It  has  been  a long  time  \lnce  I have  had 
contact  with  you.  I wish  it  had  come  about  under 
pleasanter  circumstances. 

;lncerely  yours. 


Mrs.  V’a'-ren  Tyson 
7^3  elder  Ave. 
.'ontgomery,  Alabama 


October  25f  19^8 


Denr  Thllllpa, 

Very  likely  you  have  heard  over  the  radio 
th'^t  Helen  and  Polly  are  having  to  give  up  their  proj'^ctcd 
tour  and  come  home.  This  la  on  the  doctor' a advice  becau. s 
of  ^ollv'a  high  blood  nreasure.  Helen  is  ♦’ine.  They  are 
leaving  Japan  almost  iamedlstely  and  will  reach  .'eattle  on 
the  Army  transport  '^hanka  on  Kov.  11.  Herbert  will  meet 
them  in  Seattle  sod  everything  will  be  ready  for  them  when 
they  arrive  in  Xeatport. 

I know  that  vou  have  been  troubled  about 
Folly,  as  we  all  have  been,  and  I think  it  will  be  a relief 
to  you  to  know  that  the  girls  are  on  the  way  home.  They  have 
done  a magnificent  Job  in  Australia  and  in  Japan  and  the 
time  has  come  for  them  to  r«st,  I only  hope  that  it  is  not 
too  late. 


.iy  husband  and  I ordinarily  stay  up  here  at 
our  summer  home  until  the  middle  of  November,  but  in  view 
of  Helen's  and  Folly's  return  we  shall  soon  be  setting  out 
for  hong  Island.  I believe  you  have  the  ad  ress — 111  Fifth 
ot.,  Jarden  City,  New  York,  \fnatever  we  can  do  we  shall  do. 
^he  trouble  is  that  at  the  ••loaent  there  doesn't  seem  to  be 
anything. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Kr.  Phillips  Keller 
6725  Lakewood  Boulevard 
Dallas,  ■’’enas 


October  25,  19^ 


Dear  Katharine, 


/ery  likely  by  this  tlxe  you  have 
heard  that  Polly  and  rielen  are  having  to  cancel 
the  rest  of  their  tour  and  come  home.  This  is  on 
the  doctors'  advice,  because  of  Polly's  blood 
nreasure,  and  I only  hope  that  the  decision  has 
not  come  too  late.  They  are  sailing  almost  immediately 
on  the  Army  transport  Shanks  and  will  arrive  In 
Seattle  on  Nov.  11.  Herbert  will  meet  them  there  and 
thev  will  go  straight  to  the  N.ayo  Clinic  where  I 
hope  they  will  stay  a long,  long  time — that  is,  until 
they  are  both  thoroughly  rested.  I telephoned  Tolly  a 
few  weeks  ago  when  they  were  in  Osaka  and  I had  Herbert 
telephone  her  yesterday  when  she  was  in  Tokyo.  P-he 
claims  th'^t  she  is  all  right,  only  dreadfully,  dreadfully 
tired.  Keith  and  I had  meant  to  stay  here  until  the 
mi'^dle  of  November,  but  I will  close  the  house  next 
week  and  go  back  to  Sarden  City.  I wart  to  be  settled 
in  there  so  that  T can  skip  out  to  Seattle  or 
Rochester  if  I am  needed. 

I hope  vou  have  had  a restful  summer. 


Ky  love. 


Foss  Mountain,  Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire  ' 

October  26,  19‘'^6  I 

1 


Dear  Lenoro, 


I have  written  to  my  friend  Elizabeth  l^wrence 
at  Harper  Bros,  about  Phil's  manuscript.  3he  is  a skilled 
and  experienced  editor  and  I shall  be  greatly  surprised  and 
disappointed  if  she  does  not  see  a fine  book  in  the 
material.  The  articles  will  need  tightening  up,  etc.  The 
publisher  who  accepts  them  is  the  one  to  do  this.  And  there 
are  places  where,  I believe,  some  amplification  will  be 
needed.  More,  for  example,  on  Prof.  Shale,r,  Prof.  Davis,  and 
the  others.  Ve  can't  see  them  now.  Then  on  page  6 of 
''A-Pionee'-lng  I V^ould  ao"  I think  it  would  be^very  interesting 
to  have  some  of  those  hhlppewa  tales  Jxjst  as  he  ard  them. 

In  "Out  of  Control"  I wondered  what  light  they  had  by  which 
to  examine  their  Injuries.  The  accident  seems'  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  dark  of  night. 


^'hen  ’’•ou  hear  from  Miss  Lawrence  send  her 
■ vervthlng--all  these  and  the  two  others  ■^ou  mention:  "Gamp 
Makeshifts"  and  "The  Xlnd  She  Blew."  Keith  and  I enjoyed 
the  articles  very  much  indeed  and  so  did  Herbert  insofar  as 
he  had  +ime  to  read.  Thank  you  for  sending  them  to  me. 

Herbert's  friend  did.  not  come  after  all,  but  we 
had  a very  pleasant  week-end.  He  stayed  only  from  Hrlday 
afternoon  to  Sunday  afternoon.  He  is  always  nervous  about  that 
house  when  he  is  away  from  It.  He  Is  getting  someone  to  stay 
in  it  when  he  leaves  for  Seattle.  The  girls'  thank  heaven,  will 
go  straight  to  the  Kayo  Clinic  from  the  ship.  They  are  arriving 
in  Seattle  on  the  Army  transport  shanks  on  Nov.  11.  Polly 
telephoned  General  Clark  yesterday  morning  (having  failed  to  get 
Herbert)  and  Herbert  called  Polly  a little  later  in  the  day. 

She  cialms  that  she  is  all  right.  Just  dreadfully,  dreadfully 
tired. 

Ve'll  be  .going  back  to  Garden  City  around  the 
middle  of  next  week.  I want  to  be  settled  In  before  Kov.  11 
so  th' t I can  go  at  once  to  Rochester  or  fenttle  if  I am  needed. 
Herbert  will  fly  out. 

V-*hat  I hope  now  is  that  thf>y  will  sts’^  at  the 
Clinic  :''or  a long,  long  time.  They  miist  be  in  good  condition 
when  they  return  to  Arcan  Rldge--'they ' 11  have  to  have  strength 
■♦^o  meet  the  onslaught  of  people  who  love  them. 

T will  keep  vou  in  touch  insofar  as  I am  in 

touch  myself. 


inceroly , 


\ 

Dearost'lNella; 

\ \ 

What  a hectic  day,  I amrfxhausted,  please 
return  as  they  belong  to  Gen.  Clark,  if  smyone 
should  have  this  imformation  it  is  you. 

Love 


Herbert 


?o33  Mountain,  onowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
October  28,  19^8 


Oeor  Herbert, 


Thank  you  very  much  for  sending,  me  the  Inclosed 
items  and  please  thank  General  Clark  for  allowing  you  to 
do  1+.  We  knew  already  what  Polly's  condition  was,  b\it  it 
is  t erri.f ■'»'lng  to  have  it  written  out  so  clearly  and  upon 
such  high  authority.  I hooe  General  Sams  has  been  able  to  put 
the  fear  of  God  into  her,  but  I shan't  feel  at  peace  about 
the  girls  until  I know  the3/-  are  safe  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  with 
you  3 ^ ending  guard  outside. 

If  all  goes  well  we  expect  to  leave  here  next 
Thursday  Nov.  4 and  reach  Garden  City  on  the  5th.  This  will 
give  me  time  to  get  a f ew  things  out  of  mothballs,  do  a little 
shopping,  and  get  my  hair  cut  before  the  glrla  arrive.  If  you 
think  I am  needed  in  Rochester,  you  know  that  I will  come.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  necessary,  by  which  I mean  I hope  that  the 
vo’-^age  home  will  go  far  towards  restoring  Polly  to  better 
health  than  she  has  known  for  more  than  a year. 

I shall  probably  have  a chance  to  telephone  you 
from  GC  before  you  start  for  Seattle.  In  any  case  I shall 
exoect  a collect  telegram  from  you  to  111  fifth  St.  as  soon 
aft“r  their  arrival  as  you  find  time  and  opportunity  to  send 
it.  ''’hey  must  stay  a long  time  at  the  Clinic;  otherwise  with 
the  most  amiable  and  loving  Intentions  in  the  world  their 
^rlends  will  kill  them  very  soon  after  they  return  to  Arcan 
Ridge. 

Let  me  know  if  there  is  anything  I can  do. 


Love 


Novembei’  7,  19^8 


Dear  Phillips, 


I hope  you  don't  mind  my  add res  Ing 
you  this  way,  but  I have  never  heard  you  called 
anything  else  and  I have  been  hearing  your  name 
constantly  for  more  than  twenty-fl 'o  years. 

This  Is  whs-^  I have  to  add  to  v’hat 
I wrote  you  a little  while  back.  Instead  of 
coming  straight  home  to  Westport  Polly  and  .lelen 
are  going  direct  to  the  Kayo  Clinic.  I hope  they 
will  stay  there  a long,  long  time.  They  both 
need  It,  Polly  especially.  The  mlnxite  they  hit 
Vestport  their  friends  alone  would  make  life 
hard  for  them--wlth  the  best  and  most  loving 
Intentions  In  the  world  they  would  smother  them. 

I have  long  felt,  as  you  do,  thet 
they  ought  to  settle  down.  Judging  by  a letter  I 
have  Just  received  ^rom  Helen,  dated  Oct,  2?  from 
Japan,  I think  the  decision  has  been  taken  away 
from  them.  Jeneral  PaoArthur's  physician  told 
Polly  that  If  she  continued  the  tour  the  chances 
were  th-'t  she  would  not  return  to  the  United 
States  alive.  Jeneral  Sams,  the  chief  medical 
officer  with  the  US  forces, confirmed  this 
opinion  and  had  some  very  harsh  things  to  say 
about  the  doctors  that  allowed  roily  ever  to' 
start  out.  Here  Is  what  frightens  me  most: 

It  will  m^an  lor  roily,"  .elen  writes,  "a  quiet 
ll"e  for  the  rest  of  her  days  on  earth." 

American  Arny  Is  sending  a ser.^eant  with  them  to 
make  sure  th^-t  they  are  kept  incommunicado  on 
the  voyage,  herbert  will  take  over  when  they 
land  and  I ha'’e  com''  down  early  from  Pew 
Hampshire  to  g-^t  myself  ready  to  Join  f.em  In 
Rochester  If  It  should  turn  otil  that  I am 


needed.  I hope  of  course  thet  I shall  not  be 
but  by  the  time  they  arrive  I will  be  ready. 
Herbert  will  telephone  or  telegraph  me  as  soon 
as  he  has  been  able  to  size  up  the  situation.  At 
the  moment  there  Is  some  doubt  as  to  Just  when 
the  .'hanks  will  arrive.  It  may  not  be  until  the 
13th.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I will  keep  you 
In  touch  with  the  situation  Insofar  as  I am  In 
touch  with  It  myself.  I am  deeply  troubled  and 
I know  you  are.  Helen  and  folly  both  depend  upon 
you  and  your  wife  more  than  you  know.  You  are 
their  last  Gibraltar. 

Sincerely  yours, 


I 

I 


I 


i 


lA,  1940 


D“ar  Katharine, 

Helen  andl  Polly  ore  c!lne  In  V/est- 
port  thla  week-end.  The  doctors  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  have  cont-iriced  the  verdict  of  leneral 
£a!T3,  Chief  Medical  Officer  with  the  U.5.  forces 
In  Japan,  and  Major  Canada,  Oeneral  MacArthur's 
personal  physician — that  i’oliy.  If  she  leads  a 
very  quiet  life,  aas  a chance  of  aurvivlnR  quite 
a few  more  years;  otherwise  a heart  attack  or 
a c“rebral  hemorrhage  Is  apt  to  take  her  off  at 
any  ■ninute.  riospltallzatlon  seemed  'jnnecossary. 

’fhnt  she  needs  Is  rest,  rest,  rest  and  then  more 
rest.  Homo,  she  feels.  Is  the  best  place  for  It, 
but  a cordon  of  protection  must  somehow  be  provided. 
I wish  she  woiild  send  Helen  to  spend  a month  with 
her  brother  of  whom  both  girls  are  very  fond,  but 
she  will  not  consent,  dhe  knows  that  Helen  would  not 
be  happy.  She  has  cabled  her  niece  ”ffle  to  come 
as  soon  as  she  can.  Polly  knows  that  her  public 
life  Is  over  and  It  Is  a bitter  time  for  her 
because  It  means  such  curtailment  for  Helen,  but 
the  the  courage  that  has  always  sustained  her  is 
with  her  now.  I write  you  this  sad  news,  dear 
Katharine,  because  I know  that  whatever  Is  of 
concern  to  them  Is  of  concern  to  you.  I shall  know 
more  when  I have  seen  them--all  this  is  bj'’  letter 
and  telephone — but  I am  deliberately  keeping 
mysGl"^  away  for  a few  days.  What  money  can  do  will 
be  done,  but  some  of  the  money-furnishers  are 
Incapable  of  giving  Polly  what  she  needs  even  more- 
sympathy  and  understandlng--and  some  of  them  are 
going  to  greet  her  with  an  "I  told  you  so"  and  all 
that  go«s  with  It.  These  I shall  try  to  take  care  of 
with  my  bare  fists. 

I am  glad  you  had  the  comfort  of 
being  with  your  father.  I know  it  was  a comfort 
to  him.  I told  ■’oily  about  your  letter  when  I 
talked  with  her  y^sterdaj',  "Oh  I do  want  to  see 
her,"  were  her  first  words,  but  whether  It  will  be 
posslbl®  for  Polly  to  see  her  friends  Just  now  I 
do  not  know.  I shall  know  soon. 


Meantime,  my  love. 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
November  14,  1948 


Dear  Herbert, 

I know  that  special  delivery  means  no  more  at  Arca.n 
Ridge  than  It  does  In  Snowvllle  but  I tho\ight  It  might  hurry  the 
letter  a little  at  this  end.  I am  sending  It  to  you  Instead  of  to 
Polly  becauge  I don't  v;?nt  her  to  read  It  until  she  has  caught  her 
breath.  You  don't  have  to  read  It  all  now.  The  main  point  Is  this: 

Let  Polly  talk  with  no  one  In  any  way  connected  with  the  Foundation 
until  after  she  has  talked  with  me.  And  when  she  does  make  contact 
with  them,  whenever  It  la,  let  her  let  them  do  the  talking.  Let 
them  do  all  the  talking. 

When  I see  Polly  I will  give  her  In  much  greater 
detail  what  I am  about  to  put  down  here.  I want  to  come  to  ftestport 
as  soon  as  you  will  let  me  so  that  we  can  map  out  our  strategy 
together--what  we  are  going  to  tell  the  pxibllc,  etc.,  etc.  And  while 
I am  In  the  house  I could  help  take  care  of  callers,  telephone,  etc. 
to  relieve  the  r^st  of  the  household.  If  you  want  me  I'll  come  up 
ever"'  week  for  a few  days  until  Fffie  gets  here.  Again:  Don't  see 
Amelia  until  you  have  seen  me.  Preferably,  let's  have  Amelia  In 
and  all  of  us  see  her  together.  I want  to  be  there  when  she  talks  to 
Polly.  Maybe  after  I come  we  can  send  for  her. 

Now:  Amelia  telephoned  me  while  I had  the  call  In  for 
you  in  Rochester  to  ask  If  I had  any  more  Information  than  she  had. 

I said  No  but  that  I hoped  to  hn-.e  presently  because  I expected  to 
talk  with  you  after  a little  while.  Vrould  I then  let  her  know  what 
I found  out?  Of  course. 

Then  she  asked  why  the  girls  were  coming  home.  I said 
It  was  because  Polly  was  tired,  worn  out.  Polly,  she' said,  would  never 
come  home  for  that  reason  and  Mr.  Kigel  had  decided  (which  means  of 
course  that  Amelia  had  also  decided)  that  nelen,  not  Polly,  was  sick 
and  Trolly  was  covering  for  her  by  giving  out  that  she  was  tired. 
Amelia,  I said,  Polly  Is  exhausted,  she  Is  at  the  breaking  point, 
the  danger  point,  her  public  life  is  over,  she  has  to  live  quietly 
or  she  won't  live  at  all,  at  any  minute  now  she  Is  apt  to  pop  off 
with  a heart  attack  or  a cerebral  hemorrhage,  that  is.  If  she  does  not 
live  Quietly.  If  she  does  live  quietly  the  chances  are  that  she  will 
sta'f  alive  for  many  years. 

Amelia:  On  whet  authority  do  you  say  this? 

Me  (rising  to  my  high  horse  and  perhaps  violating  a 
confidence,  but  I think  Eddie  will  forgive  me) : On  the  authority 
of  General  Crawford  Sams,  chief  medical  officer  of  the  U.S.  Armed 
Porces  In  Japan,  on  th“  author' ty  of  Major  Canada,  General  Mac- 
Arthur's  personal  physician. 

Amelia  ( 3Usplclou8l3')  :How  did  you  get  this  Information? 
('•3  If  I had  no  right  to  It  and  might  be  making  It  up  In  an  emotional 
t a n t rum ) 

Me:  rom  letters  and  cables  to  General  Clark.  You  know, 

Eddie  Clark,  ue  is  a close  personal  friend  of  General  Sams. 


Amellfl  w.qa  completely  floored.  But  ahe  had  got  the  Idea 
I was  trying  to  nut  acroaa— had  got  It,  as  you  will  see.  In  a bit 
way.  There  was  much  mo-'e  to  the  conversation  than  this  — some  of  It 
was  about  money  with  Amelia  telling  me  that  I did  not  quite 
understand  the  situation,  that  neien  had  always  been  able  to  tret 
whatever  she  needed  for  any  purpose.  Ve  did  not  nursue  this  tonic 
but  I flushed  out  the  Idea  that  the  Foundation  Is  having  twinges  of 
conscience.  Let  them,  say  I.  I must  emphasize  that  our  talk  through- 
out was  friendly.  And  I must  emphasize  again  that  I think  Amelia  Is 
really  your  friend.  She  Is  as  good  a friend  as  she  knows  how  to  be 
but  with  her-  conflicting  loyalties  and  the  way  her  mind  works-- 
Olory  hallelujah.  Jumping  catfish,  and  a few  things  like  that  I 


As  soon  as  I finished  talking  with  you  I tried  to  get  her 
on  the  telephone.  Tried  and  tried.  Couldn't.  Finally  got  her  at 
home  between  six  and  seven,  '-’he  had  apparently  spent  the  afternoon 
with  Kr.  Klgel  and  had  succeeding  In  getting  across  to  him  the  Idea 
that  I h«d  got  across  to  her.  The  two  mighty  brains  went  to  work. 
Something  had  to  be  done.  Something  really  had  to  be  done  to 
ease  Folly's  burden.  It  was  too  b-d  that  Polly  had  been  so  pig-headed 
as  to  get  herself  Into  this  condition  (I  may  have  to  hit  somebody 
before  I get  through  with  this)  but  here  she  Is.  Here  we  are.  Here 
we  all  are.  Now  th°  only  person  who  can  be  of  any  real  use  to  He_en 
Is  Nella.  Of  course  she  could  not  travel  about  with  her  because  she 
has  a husband  and  some  other  responsibilities,  but  she  OTight  con- 
stantl''’'  to  be  at  hand,  whether  Helen  wants  her  or  not.  How  can  this 
be  arranged'’  The  mighty  brains  sparked.  It  was  so  simple.  Let  i’^ella 
and  Keith  give  up  their  house  In  Garden  City  and  share  the  house  In 
Nestportl  As  I wrote  Lenore  there  wasn't  paper  enough  In  the  village 
here  to  hold  ell  the  exclamation  points  I could  put  after  that.  I 
refrain  from  comment.  I told  Amelia  there  were  a thousand  reasons  In 
the  way  and  I'll  bet  b’^  God  that  If  I wrote  them  down  there  would  be 
more  th^n  that. 


Well,  this  is  about  all.  Mr.  Migel  Is  ready  to  do  something. 
Let's  see  what.  The  fundamental  thing  Is  that  when  a person  Is  given 
a rich  man's  house  he  should  be  given  a rich  man's  Income  to  go  with 
It.  et's  see  If  this  ever  occurs  to  him.  Let's  see,  in  short,  what 
occurs  to  him  and  Amelia  without  any  help  from  us. 


My  love  to  everyone  of  you. 


QaHpn  City,  L.I.,  Nov,  22,  19^ 


Dear  Fa-^lly, 


Beg  to  report  that  I have  cau  up  on  the  correapondenoe 
03  for  as  I can  go.  I will  not  write  to  Mr.  Mnrkel  until  the  pictures 
of  Hiroshima  have  come, 

I hove  iu3+  learned  from  Amelia  that  Mr.  Klgel  received 
a very  beautiful  letter  ^'rom  Helen  this  morning.  I said  Helen  was 
writing  It  when  I left  Arcan  Idge.  I told  her  that  I was  writing 
the  renort  on  the  household  about  which  we  had  talked  and  added  that 
Keith  th  Tight  It  ought  to  be  a report  to  ell  of  Helen's  Trustees 
("That's  right"  Amelia  said)  and  that  I ought  to  send  It  to  a:il  of 
them.  Amelia  didn't  like  this.  "If  you  want  to,"  she  said,  "but 
Mr.  Mlgel  ^enerolly  handles  It."  "But,"  says  I,  "as  a metter  of 
courtesy  to  the  others."  Am  I correct  that  the  trustees  are  Mr. 

. Igel,  Mr.  Gibson,  and  Mr,  Ziegler?  Have  Herbert  phone  me  on  this 
as  soon  as  possible.  I want  to  get  the  report  In  the  mall  as  soon 
33  I can.  It  Is  quite  different  from  the  draft,  much  terser,  much 
more  business-like.  And  It  Is  not  yet  finished.  I wrote  22  letters 
Saturdav  and  Sunday  and  hadn't  m\ich  time  for  anything  else. 

Wednesday  morning  I go  to  the  dentist  to  have  the  filling 
put  back.  After  that  I shall  b“  free  to  return  to  Westport  at  a 
minute's  notice.  I may  try  to  have  lunch  with  Jo  «nd  Florence  on 
Wednesday  but  am  not  sure  I can  manage  It. 

Awfully  anxious  to  have  word  of  "ffle.  Awfully  anxious 
to  h«ve  word,  of  all  of  vou.  Take  care  of  yourselves , That's  the 
m°ln  thing  «nd  It  go®s  for  every  one  of  vou. 


My  love 


Ill  ' rth  a ilrtn  -It.y,  ow  ''ork 

Novmbar  24,  3 94P 


r>i»Rr  Aaialla, 


I nannot  poanlbly  ♦all  yon  how  I hfl-e  ntmt-  l*=>d  wl*h 
♦ha  rnalo^ad  Baraornndnm  wtiloh,  wl*h  It.a  rovarJ.np  l-tt.ar,  la  for 
Vr.  yi  <-«l.  <lth  wau'*  backc'ound  you  nan  Ftiasa.and  yotj  vll  know 
lr»n#r  aa  it.  Is,  how  -nf^Jcnlt.  !♦  wan  to  karp  it  '•rom  • «-lna 
lon^ar,  to  Ksap  fron  .-^^ntlonlng  th©  impondlng  hill  ''or  TBosportntlon 
T'.d  '•nty  for  th‘'  fr\'ts  from  .lapso  and  Auatralla,  th  - lit.-^-'-’lst*  ‘ halp 
t-at  ilarbart  nords  in  nowln^  '♦own  th©  .rrena  and  ^^oldnn  od  on  the 
sl'*e  o'  thr,  d-lvawa?  opr-onlte  th<'  house  wMoh  la'typical  o'  tho  kind 
of  help  that  he  Kill  h>=.  e t.o  ha.rp  overy  now  and  then.  I an:  perfrotl*' 
-llllna  to  notr.e  In  and  folk  to  Vr.  Xlcel,  Mr.  lhaon,  and  ^.r.  ^legl«r, 
separately  or  to^eth-  r,  but  I frit  thst  I could  save  core  tiae  and 
effort  '’or  everybody  concerned  by  '♦olng  It  thia  way. 

Afl  1 told  you,  I came  back  fr-o  Arran  Idge  on  rlday, 
*^v»r  since,  except  ,'or  th-  tlsj©  i waa  with  thr  dentist,  rvrry  aioaent 
taa  been  spent  for  holen.  I ahall  back  to  her  either  on  aturday 
of  this  werk  or  on  Xondav  of  next  week.  Meantlxe  thin -a  ha/e  hanpenrd 
thrt  ha/e  t ro'ibled 'XiC  ver"  such  Indeed,  ’’he  pain  -'ro\)nd  olly'a 
heart  haa  lnor*eased  s'-d  h^oone  r.ore  constant;  I h^d  Herbert  call  a 
local  doctor  of  won  t -lel  dinrk  things  very  highly.  Me  pulled  her 
tf.-oueh  a siege  of  pneuionla.  '^he  doctor  has  coc;/-  an'  gone,  reitera- 
te n?  th-.  ♦ 'oily  must  not  worry,  hut  oily  was  d Iscnura/ed . I think 
t:-at  in  aplte  o'  whet  the  doctors  In  Japan  and  at  the  Aa"o  '’llnlo 
h“d  toll  her  that  sh”  expected  ♦hat  a week  5n  bed  would  do  more  'or 
her  than  it  has  actuallx  done.  They  told  h*r  th^t  It  was  a cueatlon  of 
two  or  three  aontha;  It  la  ♦aklna'  ♦Ime  for  her  to  reconcile  her:;elf 
to  ♦his. 

Aa  ♦ Ine  w«at  on  without  word  'rotn  Tffir  I asked  Herbert 
to  send  another  cable.  'fla  cabled  back  ♦h.et  she  had  not  got  tre 
neceaaarw  affidavits.  I believe  t-iey  w-re  sent  to  th'=  consul  In 
Jlasrow  Instead  of  direct  a to  her.  At  any  rate  wa  ahrll  be  In 
''on«t«nt  cable  co- munlc'.tlon  with  r r until  this  Is  stral.  h^ened  out 
ar"’  T will  ♦aleph-'np  her  If  s e J s not  on  h' r way  soon. 

I n ay  mer.orandunj  v :.lch  I know  will  pass  ly  "es.:  onsiblilt  y 
(which  I have  tried  to  ^lacbnrg,e  aa  b-at  I could}  fnc  »y  ir.oulders 
to  yours  T ha/e  said  nothing  about  Incoae  tax.  "'ou  will  b-  In  direct 
contact  with  .ielen'a  trusteoa  (aa  I p^obahly  shall  not)  and  you  vlll 
be  sble  to  rirurp  whether  or  not  the  surtax  can  be  avoided. 

'’otj  vnow  ♦ f,t  I am  read’/  to  do  wh' tever  I can  for  Helen 
and  Polly.  I know  the  snm'»  thing  la  true  o'  wni.  roo  he  r on  I 
♦ hlnk  vh.!- 1 I can  do  beat  la  to  hr  with  thm  at  Aroan  '.Idga,  spelling 
♦o  .;elen,  ♦nlkln.-  with  oily,  or  elso  sperr'lnr  tw  time  In  ’ ♦dm 
'l^y  wl*h  I'-'t'oes  and  payors  *het  hc’-r  to  h-e  ♦cken  care  them. 

T llvlny  'rom  han^  ‘o  yoijth,  not  knowln  ■ w':cn  T will  be  In  crden 
'*!♦■/  O’*  ''pt^po  't,  bfi^  thaeo  would  no^  bo  nuch.  del"y  In  •ettlrit’'  In 
touch  w'th  rom  c1th>  r plcen,  ,,ptlrr!e  7 will  tr*/  ♦a  Veep  In  touch 

wl  ‘h  ▼•'u. 


■ Vef  yours. 


Vov«"?h^r  , 19^*^ 


Denr  y.r, 


■'ho  IncloRfd  aapraoronclum  la 
gplf-.r-xplannt.ory.  I f It  that  It  w«*8  something 
w-\j  vo’jl't  w«nt  to  h®v<». 

Very  nlnonr*»ly. 


Kr.  y.-'..  Mlc'el 
Vac' 1 non  /ivr. 
"0V  vork  T’ty, 


Vovpmlier  .-^4,  194P 


Mr.  ’lep'lrr: 


Th**  InolosP'd  tnp’riornnclum, 
which  l?j  Bpl^-pxpl'imt.ory,  Ib  sIbo  a'lcSren; 
to  :'r.  Hbson  •’Ofl  Mr.  J Igol.  i thought  it 
3om«»thlng  ''Oil  woiill  w-nt, 

Vf>  r-’-  si  cprp'ly  yours , 


rr.  '''1  lllspi  7. l»glpr 

An!e'''lcan  ’ oiini'^tlon  f'or  thp>  Hllnd 

15  ’«'»st  St. 

"ow  vorir  Tlty,  N.Y. 


-.Pd 
WS  3 


November  , 19^8 


Dpor  Vr.  Olbson: 


I am  nondlng  you  a copy  of 
a memo rand nm  that  la  also  addresard  to  Vr. 

Zle  ler  and  Mr.  Mlgel.  The  ciomorandu.'?!  la 
ael*’-explanatory . It  I aom  thing  I felt  that 
vou  would  want. 

Very  sincerely  y urs. 


>*r.  Harvey  Olbson 

The  Ame-’lcan  'foundation  for  +hr  Blind 
15  Weat  1^  St. 

Vew  York  City,  N.'v. 


-‘*»or»n<1vni  to  t*»i»  u i 


;^o^.p  'iTn  :nrSnr;;.,T'r^i.“  ■>>%*-  n:ri„"?  r?;i 

...i-or  no.  ,uow.«.  ? « •'■• 

jnTor.o^to  bou»M  J*'';*  '•  "O  r.o,™.  ^or 

r«nt  *,JU  WO'X  wood«rs  with  ''1*A  ^ 3outt  th*t  whnolntw 

r*«  mt.n-rho  prwBwnt,  or! t «y*t  t.h»t 
"'M.  r.n.  tM.  .0-  -in  -'‘I"-- 

-Ian  ho«i*on  la  rRotip«*r-»ting. 

ba-nato-aing  ?awa\^*”^»ir  >^:irnl?.M  th„t  ^2.6 

rhaaa  ii  i ' •r»itwaalwas  In  tty>  past  »■  n»w 

r thln>:  it,  rr>ry  UVely  Kail  propar  florxUtlona 

s rvloa  to  »ha  blind,  of 

fthaad  O'-  har.  Mind,  »rd  thr  r at  o;‘  aankln-i  lia* 


tTir^li  ‘^laa  ’^caon-a 

thla  ran  Ron  ^ thlnfc  tha  tin.  bo«i.mhold . or 

•wr,l„l  of  tf,  nU„.(loi  I?r  r-n.tlo 

-on  irv  all  Ita  aap-ota,  oMafly  rinanrlal. 

7 know  vornr  llttl'*  u«.  - o » • 

•ora  than  of 

’•taa  hoanoTi,  th?  a la  • bar  -rd 

OOP.  .s.;  I hr.o  ‘ "O'  Inontroa 

r-Iond.  V,„  of  ‘0,  othor 

>n  o-«ation  md  r hava  r tht-w  hritfi  »ol«ntaorad  war*  lit* la 

I bor-  wm  aa)„*  jV  poiaJbl- T”  '“fo«  th-  p-obla*  w-ioh 

th«t  attand  It,  n-d  f^«  '^TT  t T ^ r,t|«amus  dl^f icjt  j,, 

harnalf  nrd  har  flop-Ma. ,t«  o-aLt?^^  , * ''^1®’"  O'^  ' 

on  an  annual  Inno.r  t^In  oU  efflolonc/ 

2«}r.  b,n  to  ahov,  th?t  t-  » rour,»,  ratian.i 

’'Jll  put  down  aoaa  of  u»a  rant*  Tv^*.  of  i I 

or  WM*  faota  thot.  ^ atr.trjwmt. 


/ 


2 


AtilltlofMl  to  .'oudr-holrt 

1,  v«< M « . nol^-rooV-^-, :?nortc«Afi»r  snu^  o^nurr^*  «s  . -»on 

n-  « cn«  onr  h Iocnt''<i,  i r«*#«l'*i‘n*  oT  t.  »ort  (iO'^n 

'>'■00*  '/*i00  «»  '»«*«'•  ?r»  tb/*  vrrtr-o.'t  ■'hhorho'yl . 

r < ■rnt  u W r o 1 1^«  ♦ To  unn''or  ••«ry  *0  try  »o  .*»t  ’o»<r 

prrVTosp*  t tb’  hmi**'hrld  vrotil  i t.#  In  If  : ollT  >**'ir 

O'  yrn  ttr  m r r»“«of*  to  <to  Jpr  h’wr  row  wn*»i  u.c 

n ’n  rto  or  Vr*",  fcl,#-n  or  ^ c irr  to  J.rr  tti'tjr-  our  y*^»rf» 

1 /o . 

A con^liSoto  ; or  'Mo  ro5>-tion  h (B  lx>rn  ‘out?,'  In 
rl-OB,  'Tob  *■  Ir  h'l^non,  ‘ ’ o If  ? r.-*  ..co»inn<*  ;,a  'cn  e,s 

a ro • ' f ! t ,0  c*n  I*  n tr  J.nrcS  '•awtiBuofi,  iUt  's 

-lillrut  *0  w\»r  up  h»  r . O' rurtl  on  to  000  ' to  t;  * rl*  i.'-r  «kunt 
n ^ 'i%«  rlier.  ^ r%  Irarnrd  t <•  iir.urvl  r.li>r*.r'<;t  a:v'  .0*  •.cm* 
Aor^fii  t'**  b^rn  njtlolof  or  srrod ; rt  at  d tii  t nrr  al- 

norualntfid  • " .et  alor>/  Wrll  t,o»  tnr"  . h plu'.ncd 

' rtrr.  »o  ctulp  wit.*'.  •*  nrcrrta' i 1 oo»jr  -»  i,  o ♦ cotln^  to 

1 »*  nl*«<3  'Cw  5» " ►111  not  bi»v»  tltw?  or  »nlB  (wr  ,.o;  •■  I* 

I > xil*  • sntt«r  n day#  b -'or*-  .•  « «»  r^tno  t;  b?  ♦ t 'Ink 

ir  ■ ■•’•''lid  br  rnC'^u  a.  rd  to  TjsVw  It,  prrhn;*#  r»'qulrrd  t.  5 t«:  ••  1*, 

ft#  - .on  *H  poABlbl'  wftrr  arrival. 

f I#  1#  trlO/'  t, >■■'♦>■>  i;- r l orn*  nr.-f  ;io  f!,?lnn  rr  a 

Job  vMc';  In  ttiw  nr»utr  o'  ♦'..lr(*  trarrot  Vr  «- jtr. ■’ct f d to  In#*,  t rxjurl.- 
•>u»  rf  II  ■ . !#■?  #pr  rrcl' t vB  vi  t ur  r^otJof  ?a*  '.'or 

nr'A  I#  p»rf»'n»l7  «wnra  »h'  » BOit’  ■•'  »b-  rt'-'l.ll#  ? 'll.  ‘■'1<  i arn.i 

'or  • rnnn  arr  not  •pf  to  br  v'rw  ’»#r'Ul  to  ,rr  In  • 1 1 5 rv'  a 

n*yt  Job  w'>on  tM#  onr  t'TrsJn«»on. 

'v , lal  no’u  '*  v?. -1  bf  ,--n't  v?lija  to  Tfl# 

In  bardlln^  J ##  Vllor*#  bu  trr,  of  r?or r^rrontafo*  > • • In 
w'  , ■' t vlll  nlr-.o  •••■'♦Jlp  hr;  v’.tr  n .-111  - : 'h  *.  J Al  bo  nf  » r-rt 

rvl  no  t,n  ,ar  In  O'!‘'o  n o a n-«r  Job  bcTorn  *17  •«  1 nr.ll- 

rlr-*a  It.  i»or  t«  Jal  onu  a<»  tq.'n,  In  .'  ’dltlfm  to  t.  r-  aid 

t It  vlll  ?'•<»  ''J..*#  rllwr,  will  irovldr  I'ln  v^Itv  a v-ind  of 
Job  Innvirano#  for  tb*" 

• rr oo«nrnd  t . t f Ir  t-r  . '. ven  t .-  <«' ci  rtf  r Ir I rou  . r, 
r rrr  or  nr;  a.- an  *0  f.rr  f ’f  a car»  ■ t It  1.-;  ; c s 1 by  rV^  wport/ 

*n^  *i  • itha  f'i  alt  a rrn.-:on''hl  - .jnJrrTf  ItxitX  "I*,  b r-rovl  .lor?  • 
qr.  tu»i  incrraara  tr»Ht  a’ll  fl  n r'»  nr  mt  t -x?  i*  artj.r.al 
a • rour'a.- a- ' ultlnn'al^  wi,i  anablr  • r ’ n XX  la  oaidft 
A?xa*  wtnK  ' or  tba  InoTl’aM-  tlo«  w.*,rn  ai . *<111  t*  «rt  ^trl't. 
r--'onr- • ■■»d  f».*t  ■ V .«t#  rt,r«f  nt  abo«i»  i.TOC  a •'•or. 


tti'T 


^ rt . or  *narit  ha*  bc*H*  Jinr.-o  -all-rork, 

» ll-»  ahont  *ha  nlaor'.  In  aMltlrm  to  *h*  obvlona  -ItHlfla 

wM"r  any  ablo-bosll'fl  *an  noul*  oarry  ou^ , ;rb*rt  la  a tilpprd 
w' th  a of  ’IralHa  aort  thr  .tanuftl  alpbahat.  i * .‘a*  a 

plansont  anrt  ; rlrrvliy  «»nnar  f:a  la  utta^-ly  davota^  t.o  . *l»-n 
ond  oily  rod  *t  too  anraory  of  '•‘acy.  . • 1.*  not  a r**n 

b»Jt  • (loa«  daaJH  wo  k »..-.rn  naorsanry  and  w\an  i>A6alblr,  so  o^i.^r 
••rn  l’i  naadad,  b^jt  ot.  paafc  (jaaaona  o year  ..rrharl  «u.»t  h»v»» 

“<*lp  ^arlooVnu,  -ts,  and*  »u  *l  rro¥ldad  ’or  t.’.la 

t*  vail  a*  Tor  Ma.'h-art'a  nalary.  I aalary  i>bould  * »al  what 
wo"ld  ' *wa  to  ba  raid  to  a now  «nn  In  tr.a  avant  t:4il  anyt  r.in^ 
ahoull  harnan  ’.o  orbart. 

T ■’o  not  ynow  % arbart  la  but  7 do  know  t .-l  * ’ *.i 

dallrr  has  '•nplor-'d  f- <^t  It  la  ao  llttla.  *.t  Las  alwuys  'lotra  'rd 
h»»r  t*-wt  *ha  t'a  ha»»n  -inatlr  orovlla  ; or  ‘.hr  'uture  of  th  oe 
upon  whoB  aha  daoaoda,  irnowlivf  ‘Vat,  ' l.'.annlally  spaaklot , thf^ 

• dlxlry^  »halr  fulura  by  stnyln^- »lth  bar.  ar*art  ha*  no 

coBplalnta,  > oount*  It  a prlvJ.la*jw  ♦{>  aprnd  all  hla  tlna  ar/f 
aoarar  ^or  'l  as  11t  aod  >'1*  hoason.  think  M .*  •*!*  y ihoold 
ba  'lard  without  8''0»ls*'.t  on1  l.r  »h  U;5ht  of  nr-nart-dny  ooodlMofis 
T 'o  not  ^ai»  how  anw  tort  o"  mplaoaa<~rT-  eo«l^  b*'  bad  'or  la.\'.  ♦V*«n 
♦^500  a . 


^ 'lo  tio*  i-nOK  «b  t nOliy'a  aal^ry  la,  :ni*  f -'no<  tu^'t 
"r*.  wow  was  always  troubled  by  thr  fact  that  If  <olly  survlvas 
alwn  rba  rill  not  hava  aoou^h  to  ll  a on,  wan  In  a y "'od  *l 
Wn*.  Thl*  bothars  -1-n  too.  oily  -111  hold  -ut  a tin  riip 

'or  V'^reaif,  nr;l  w‘.lla  alm'n  friends  will  r»*rr  allow  oily  to 
want,  ' think  it  Is  tu-.wlsn  to  - ly  upon  tM  . fact.  It  1’-  unr«U  'tlo 
ona  v>nfat.p  to  oily,  anoxyr-ndad  aalaryi  c5000  a y ar. 


tr.wr  - xrrn.iaa 


1,  ortr ahold  ar-  nrarfl,  'hr  ba*  :ttrol  ho’.i-ia  w ileo  w:vs  io  *>na:-o’J-ily 
nra.fnt'-d  »o  frV'n  Is  a '"Irh  ?»n'a  houoa  ar»d  narda  a IcL  »*o  s 
InooTia  to  Vaap  It  -Olng,  wan  I " 1*  wars  »ora  rota.'-t , t|-,a  aaro^ 
ruwallon  of  fnndlnff  'lor  raopln  would  ba  dlf'^lnult  *o  , r .olva  'or 
Ifria  than  (’iKI  p^  r wr-  k or-  raraon,  O at  lar  *t  ^^000  a »rnr.  "'Van 
alar  ••nd  i ol  ly  ".'■a  on  tha  road  (and-thr'<»  nay  n"-v  ' ba  on  *hn 
-on't  o.  *tn)  tha  rt*f*t,  y.f  tra  *t“f^  itlH  o'l  vt  a''t  snt  * tt<f  T'lanlo 
o^r-wlnr  arr^a  of  t a h->ti  o— t-,  t^*,  In^.'trr  'r'no,  »|tlll  •l»a--^u  t 
ror>»  Inua, 


1 > 


1.  I I hi\v#»  lnoludf»<i  no  nnl'ry  «♦  ^11  . or  f‘#lon 

» il'-r  t;r.o  rh  It  »a  w#ll  kn'.>vn  t,»  ■^l  ororly  *'/»^r»*hln^  <jo\t;  n»  r 
Bort*  tn*«n  It  4o*  « nvorBg*  p«»r»on, 

til-  »n«.i  r o’"  n trl;>  to  ^#•w  Torlc,  Moim  oam;ot 

<iornabl«*  Into  h!*r  old  olotho#  Ilk  at  rt'  u.n  •fK'"  dunh  Into 

th“-  olty  for  an  «rrmnd  md  daah  back  ho®**  ho  I-  » pvibl^e 

'Ipuro  an?  n^.rnl^  nav**r  npr‘  *'r  (aa  «ha  n*»Ar  tias^  v’.th.nit.  in  her 
Iraaa  na**  oarr  ia-’O  brJuj  a vlalbla  oradlt  »o  ar,d  her 

conntrYron  •'>d  coun^rr^ocon  o ara  ranoonBlblo  for  r**r,  . h»“  ce  -'ot 
•o  alop',  on**  on**  .*o  k*  ft  h**r.  M '^♦*^ly  tv  r:iet  o' 

all'-o-'d  '■-r*  » I’moh,  * r<«  n arly  r^thlOr’  rl  r la  ?onhlrd , 

I thrrto  ao1  ollyt  «l*'di‘Til  of  eonta,  haro  frourn*lj  fot  \ip 
<it  'Iva  o'oIo»k  In  »h'  ’totnln®  «o  pb  to  rnck  Into  ona  •'ull  fe.j  In 
•h*  city  that  night  b*^ttar  hawa  baan  apron?  out  o-»r  tuo  or 

'^hla  la  o- pr.  'an  haraa  t r tba*  to  toan  tr*r  a’*  t 
a.o  rt  an  hnor  »r»  an  th*  tralna  arc  n.->»  croHdad,  th^-  r.p«--o?  tf  *> 

In  tovn,  ftr*-*  ’?«.t  r*»t«rn  ^o  va.,fj>o  t at  th**lr  l*'l«ura 

ln«t  at  of  ranlng  'or  a t aln  rMob  >«lll  rut  ‘r-p  t*  r(»  nt  rldrl*  M 
or  lat«*r.  In  th^*  fotum  »rlpa  ro  ^*i»  'ork  will  ba  *u  :k  !<  (,a 
*r*»'Mtant  ♦han  th-y  h,a^a  barn  In  tha  paat.  'ha  o.^f  nii  ,^.-.i  'o*  ^ 

raar  will  nrot-ably  raoaln  about  tbr  aoac. 

■ut  'hr  a la  one  Itar,  of  axpanap  Involrln^  'elan  in'*  no  ona  ‘ 
rise  ab'ph  atiouid  *>.-  glvan  nil  *r  rooit  It  narda  for  «rjri*iintlon, 

I rarar  to  tha  con’** nr  Irto  mllla  whafavrr  Bat* 'Ini  «ha 
re'Mjirva  'or  t;-a  c*rrrln£  on  ol  har  wo*k  or  thr-  anrlct*rsent  of  r 
■ Ind.  .-uch,  'or?un«»aiy,  la  alraply  nr'.llabir  to  bar  th;o<jph  ’..a 
Tib  pry  of  Coneraga,  the  xis  In  ijor.don,  arv'  fro®  ot:^  r aouro- a. 

‘t  In  not  ano>s#*h.  f Ian's  ®lnd  today  la  as  ;:ulrk  an'^  antlxe  as  It 
has  aiaaaa  bran  ard  It  le  brn^ry,  'o  io  wall  *fa  >»ork  *hst  «r.f> 
n*ipt  ^o  '‘or  har  fallows  In  a flint  I on  .-.ha  ®int  ta  • “.olprod  vJ*  . ail 
♦ ••  tools  aha  can  handia,  . rlr>ti  workn  with  har  nlnd  (a  rt  spirit,. 

*a  P!**.n  no  nothlnp  about  h**r  ailrJt;  aha  haa  tpvpr.  ca-a  of  th«t.  t 

wa  can  tnmtahhar  wj  th  tha  t olr  t;,»t  hrr  b*gv»Jtul,  lorlbla 
olnd  naade,  “fa  tools  tSat  aba  had  sccuaulat  d ovr  the  **aars  w**'a 
••I'roaad  by  'Irw,  Tha»  rannot  bn  rapl^org,  to*,  thin  '*r»*s  not  'a*>n 
♦h«t  va  ara  h> Iplaas, 

’-aian  naads.  In  " dltinn  »o  tl.c  In'ortstlon  r"iMl*  *d  by  h>  r 
own  so«filal  'lalds,  a la  y.a  Kha-r  of  wr*-t  * nw  1 nta' ’ f'  'Ofi 

baa  t-T'orj.'h  ra*sira  tha  no’nlna  paper,  rkl-nlnf  'ha  wpakly  siv* 
wt>*'thly  *ra,.);*«7lrca,  sol  v^.'piny,  t»p  w*  th  ftr  naw  books.  ’ th 
hr  t IntantioTs  In  t^a  world  and  all  the  nornw  In  th*-  world  It 
wo*i.  a not  ha  poflslbla  to  pi.ro  bor  wli;t  the  ordinary  r**t-3on  t^-yra 
'^t*  •*ran»  d In  t.,ls  way,  jor  aT»r’'thlnt;  nus*  r*  “Cb  • r * rot?>  h 
rallla  or  tia  ramisl  alphabat,  -Inv  n*‘*Jtp;8  t fca,vf,  pc  nhcnld, 

^ ••'tar , ranalv*  ^-'allla  aat- rl- 1 «s  fs  \*  n si  r c«n  ab.  orb  ll  pad 
f t-  i-tv  tha  'Ixad  arerirt  wllot'ad  for  this  snonld  b»  at  I' • 
lOOC  **  wi'- 1 , 


a 


5 


5o  far  118  I hAv#  f^on«  the  anrmnl  »xp 'ndltvr«^8  lo -k  llk«  thla 
(and  note  that  I ha^e  not  iientlo«fid  oontlne*w«<*»  like  dociora' 
and  dnnt lata'bllla  and  other  hi 11a  of  the  aaaa  nort  thnt  we  all 
have  to  ae<-t;  thee*  aa  the  wonen  crow  older  will  probably  Inorenaej  t 

/aid  fr2500 

:rrie  {^OCO 
■Herbert  |3500 
}olly  t^OC-O 
'■•■otjae  it5O00 
/rallle  - 1000 
’Dial  ?i9.060 


2.  '•‘onoJtinlon.  Thl8  neisorandu*  la  offered  to  the  ''ruate^s  aa 
an  aid  In  oonalderlns  a aatter  which  I believe  to  be  urvent. 
r believe  th'^t  whatev-r  9ti«  la  decided  tifon  abonld  be  provided 
at  once.  If  poealble.  It  woold  vreatl*  relieve  the  anxiety  whioh 
now  obtalnn  In  the  hmnehold  and  it  will  r aieve  the  nlnda  of 
all  thoae  of  na  who  ere  eoncemed  with  J'laa  reller'a  welfare, 
we  who  believe  that  h*r  work  has  >>^en  of  Ineatlnable  valtje  to 
aanklnd  and  will  eontlnt»e  to  be.  All  that  la  done  ahonld  be  for 
the  aole  purno''e  of  erebllng  M sa  Keller  to  devote  her  entire 
enerfy  to  dolnf,  '"or  eanklnd  thoae  things  which  *he  alone  oan  do, 
roat-nty  will  Jiid^e  «e  by  the  help  we  give  her  now. 


I 


■ ov ’mhpr  2^,  I9AP 


Jolly, 


Thp  Innloipfl  lPt'*'«»rH  aro  na  r*iiich  *'or  "0\i  •’rrl 
• <»le‘n  *13  arp  for  mo  amf  ao  T aa:  a^'-^lnp"  +h''r*!  'long;. 

'^h®''*'vp  alr<=a'1'*  ma'^o  on«  trip  *0  Ar-'an  Rlipa. 

I mallw'’  th->  r’^'ort,  to  th»  three  tr'iatP'^a 
yATtor'taw  af*  ernoon.  I vrote  it  three  or  .'our  t’nf-a,  Keith 
wrote  It  tv'lce  anit  I think  !+  was  ^Inallv  boiled  down  to 
n ve-'v  r'--'allstlc  and  unsentl’iental  stat;'r.ent.  1 trilnk  /-^ila 
I3  rol  n,*  to  be  very  nuoh  aTirprl.ied  vnen  she  reads  It,  : o^  i 
am  sure  sr.o  expected  me  to  send  a catalog:  of  grievances.  There 
are  no  grievances  in  It,  no  recrlnlna t ions . I shall  br  very 
nixich  Interested  to  have  Amelia's  reaction.  I nave  a copy  of 
th  report  which  I will  bring  when  I come  to  Arcan  Mdge. 

r.erhei't  promised  to  call  me  today.  I hope  he 
will  b''  nbl  to  give  me  the  date  of  ':f'’le's  arrival,  hu+  in  ary 
“V«nt  wa.rt  to  come  up  to  see  vqu  noon.  I'hat  i.s  one  datr  t.  at 
-e>'bert  a id  I c°n  fix. 


I dH  not  .'’Ind  the  niece  of  oral  until  nrve--al 
davs  a^t-^r  T -of  home.  Hov  boaii+l'rul  1+  1 •,  and  how  much  vr 
are  erjoylnm  ItJ  put  I feel  +h*it  1+  should  hot  have  beer  tc'^er 
awav  Crom  hrcan  Hldve.  ^he  charms  a id  the  kiwi  bird  are  on  ^helr 
var*  to  rltxle.  a-tjc  corre-Tondo' ce  Is  a,r«ln  ur  to  date. 


''o.'dt  let  pnvthlnr  v-^rry  vou,  roily.  The  r -at  of 
us  v'l  ’i  along.  Vh.at  vou  must  do,  a''’  tfie  onlv  ‘hlnv  vmi  r<;ust 

do  Is  to  rel^x  an't  give  vourself  up  t^  the  healing  powers  of 


n*=tnre.  ’’he  Job 


rolnc  t rj  pp-^rr  for  vmi  than  for  r;oit  r onl 


b'-c'’-:no  wou  eve  oiva”s  b"'‘»n  so  active.  I've  known  other  neopJe 
yi+h  '"uch  high'""  blood-nre.  ’""o — m*'  n»xt  door  n'  Ighbo."  here  Is 
0"e  a>-3  ape  1.  ^ able  to  l'"*>d  o perfect!’*  no^’Esl  11  ’ e excer* 

-.PS  to  O'*  c-^rofuL.  Vf,,,  ur-  .*oln--.  ^o  ha  e "any  periods  of 
d _ a co^irngeme  r' t , h’lt  ’'nu  must  r’e.*'<*"’her  tii'^t  it  is  .'■lot  cierelv  -"ur 
heart  t-nt  1 s ttr’ed,  It  Is  ’'■•ur  who]''  bodv,  overy  ceil  and  flb'T' 
In  't.  ""he  doctors  counted  by  months,  reme  ber,  not  dp’^s. 


I a 'i  S'*(dlnr  un  a Kook  ca.  l''d  " ' rk  hnd  I'alnter" 
a ‘rlend  of  'Pith's.  '>'e'ix  tpii*  ro  e about  i_t  -y;  p i ae*^'  ’*ou. 
soon. 


h't  ..  3,11  b-. 


• love 


ENJOYM^KT  OF  LIVING — Max  Eastman  1948 


Singularly  little  enjoyment  in  the  hook;  author  remains 
an  adolescent  egotist  to  the  end. 


ed.  of  The  Masses  1912- 

glfted  & energetic  contributors:  Art  ^oung,  Jno.  Sloan, 

Louis  MrM  Untermeyer,  Jno.  Reed,  Gelett  Eurgeas,  Oliver 
Herford,  Arturo  Giovannitti,  Bill  Haywood,  etc. 
many  with  save-the-wo rid  complex  & with  arrogance  of  their 
kind,  by  no  means  the  least  arrogant  I4E  himself;  careless 
of  bourgeois  virtues  like  keeping  promises  about  repaying 
money,  eg  scholarship  to  Wms.  College;  long,  morbid 
explanations  of  why  he  couldn't  keep  personal  eommitments. 
Like  to  see  how  I act  in  bed?  How  miserable,  how  inadequate, 
how  happy?  Answer  both  before  and  after  skimming  is  Not 
particularly.  Disbelief  in  marriage,  yet  married;  lame 
explanation. 

To  keep  Masses  going  money  had  to  be  got  from  the 
capitalists;  they  were  indulgent:  Mrs.  OHF  Belmont  (had 
divorced  W.K.  Vanderbilt,  hence  Vanderbilt  money  went  into 
it),  Amos  Finchot,  Adolph  Lewisohn,  E.W.  Scripps,  etc., 
in  1912  & not  until  WVI  took  seriously  the  revolutionary- 
platform  & when  the  crisis  came  many  of  the  revolutionists 
abandoned  their  stand,  Eastman  somewhat  ambiguous. 

Lively  "little  magazine"  in  many  aspects  & some  of  the 
contributors  regarded  it  simply  as  an  outlet  for  their  work. 

Very  little  money  came  to  the  mag.  fr.  other  radical 
groups,  practically  all  of  which  were  collecting  money  .or 
their  own  projects. 


The  utonlas  among  all  radical  groups  were  likely  to  get 
scrambled.  Advocates  of  birth  contral  were  by  no  means  in 
unison,  the  "respectable"  concentrated  on  that  & shunne 
the  leaders  who  added  free  love  and  anarchism  into  e 
bargain. 

Much  fuzzy  thinking,  in  fact,  much  avoidance  of  thinking  which 
might  be  painful  in  the  process  and  even  more  . 

conclusion.  Not  always  easy  to  separate  the  phllosophlca 
anarchist"  from  the  out  and  out  anarchist;  former  ran  to 
Kentle  idealists  like  Kropotkin.  Those  who  ^^r®^tbinkinR 

of  their  own  thinking  are  also  afraid  of  other  eop  e ■ 6 

& where  it  may  lead  them. 


' ovfimber  £??»  19^6 


Dpap  Amelia, 

T am  leaving  Garden  Gltv  for 
Westport  early  tomorrow  morrlng,  deeply  troubled 
In  my  mind.  From  Herbert  I have  Just  learned 
that  rollv  bsu3  a bad  night  on  Friday — terrible 
pains  In  her  left  aide  and  In  her  back.  A doctor 
was  summoned  this  morning;  he  thought  the 
1 tuition  not  too  serious,  that  It  might  be  a 
readjustment  of  the  muacl  s,  and  remlnd'^d  her 
th-t  the  cu  e was  a,  question  of  months,  not 
weeks.  I will  look  Into  this  an'^  will  probably 
telephone  the  Hayo  Gllnlc. 

0 answer  had  come  to  the  cable  to 
Effle.  Because  It  was  sent  during  a week-end  It 
may  not  have  reached  her  promptly.  I shall  not 
come  back  home  until  this  Is  straightened  out. 

1 could  write  at  great  length  but 
I have  too  much  else  to  do.  I will  try  to 
telephone  you  from  Arcan  Ridge.  It  helps  to  know 
that  you  are  there  In  the  backgro\ind . T f we  can't 
do  anything  else  we  can  weep  together. 


"ver  yours. 


I 


Wov.  50,  1948 


Dear  Lanore,  , . 

i 

Stii'i  days.  Last  .’riday  Polly  developed  very  severe 
pains  in  uho  small  of  her  uaclc  and  a local  doctor — Robert  liespor — j 

said  to  uO  very  ^ood,  was  called  in.  Saturday  ane  had  a pretty 
^ood  ni(jh ...  I came  back  Sunday  morning.  Siinday  was  not  so  good  and 
•\Jonday  -txii  very  bad  indeed.  I’  esday  morning  I called  Dr.  Dixon  at 
Uie  ;.'ayo  Dlinlcj  he  of.ercd  to  tly  here  at  once  or  to  send  any  | 

other  doctor  ..rom  the  Jlinio,  out  he  thought  it  unne’easary.  Frtm  j 

wha  he  knew  ot  tiie  case  he  made  the  same  diagnoeie  th^t  Dr.  Neopor 
had  already  raado — tnat  Uie  pains  were  ■nuscular — but  ho  told  me  that 
Uiere  was  a most  wonderful  woman  doctor  at  nhite  Plains — Dr.  Leda  i 

Stacy  who  for  many  years  was  head  of  Uie  department  of  medicine  at  . 

Ltie  wlinic  and  asked  me  to  ask  Nespor  to  call  her  into  consul tatiun.  i 

one  came  in  the  afternoon  and  after  a thorough  examination  coupled  I 

with  data  obtained  from  a urinalysis  and  a blood  count  in  he 
morning  reached  tlio  sane  oonclteion  that  Drs.  Dixon  and  Kespor  had 
already  reached.  Moist  heat,  aedatl.-es,  and  or  a few  days  no 
^etting  out  ot  her  room.  Dr.  h'espor  is  coming  a^ain  tiiis  morning, 
ihcy  all  assure  . s that  there  is  no  reason  to  be  alarmed. 

A.  maid  will  arrive  • riday  morning,  herbert  hired  her. 

1 couldn't  leave  the  house  .or  this  and  anyway  I ti. ought  it  .irould 
be  better  for  Herbert  to  do  it,  since  he  is  the  one  who  will  have 
to  work  witii  her. 

Certain  i^apers  required  by  Uf  is  wore  eltiier  lost  or 
never  sent.  I have  seen  cabling  to  the  consulate  in  Clasg.vw  and 
believe  Uiis  is  now  straightened  out  anl  Uiat  witidn  Jie  next  two 
or  tiiree  days  we'll  have  tiie  long-awaited  cable  rom  E..ie  gi  ing 
ua  uis  date  or  iier  arrival  at  La  Cv.ar.Iia. 

iesterday  I fought  Uio  lirst  round  with  Amelia  and  .Mr. 

..li_sl  on  iinances.  i’ney  drove  up  hero.  I did  not  1st  them  see  . oily  — 
tielen  and  I carried  it  kiro.jgh  alone  and  I was  constantly 
interrupted  by  scheduled  dates  for  telephoning  Uie  doctors  (tiiio  is 
the  only  way  to  manage  now  th.at  we  cannot  get  incoming  calls;,  the 
arrival  o.  ti.e  postman,  etc.  I tiiiHfC  I iiavs  won  the  first  rovjid 
out  ths  riglxt  has  only  oeg  .n.  I can't  go  into  it  now,  but  if  I see 
any  way  that  you  can  help  I will  call  on  you.  fhoy  certainly  got  a 
picture  01'  witat  li..e  is  like  in  the  house,  or  Herbert  was  30oj..ing 
.or  a maid,  the  girl  wJ.o  comes  in  throe  lays  a week  was  not  here.  I .ey 
were  tear.uliy  sympatiietic  and  ’\r,  Migel  bronght  a SJiall  ca.te  wnich 
he  i.ad  had  es^iecially  baited  ior  Helen;  Uiey  brougiit  roses  and  fruit 
and  candy,  fue  cixa  .■,;.eur  was  quite  loaded  down. I oiow  that  you  and 
Phil  will  be  interested  in  t;.is  beautiful  ^enerosity i 1 1 1 i i i 1 1 1 1 • • • i 

On  fiio  inclosed  white  sheet  Helen  has  cade  a list  of 
books  tha«  she  would  li  .0  sent  to  i'akeo  Iwahashi  at  tno  ! ightliouse 


in  Osa.^a«  ancUier  liat  1‘or  -ioyal  Sydney  InduBtrial  Institution 
for  tlie  jjlind. 


I am  also  aendiniS  you  a copy  which  you  may  keep  of  a letter 
that  t;el=>n  urota  a«  after  her  visit  to  hiroahima.  It  was  waiting-  for 
me  in  warden  Jity  and  I was  horrilied  at  irst  to  see  tnat  she  ^ 
i.ad  ta.en  out  time  to  write  mo  such  a lon^j  letter.  I felt  better 
after  I read  it;  it  was  some  tiling  she  had  to  ^et  o.  f her  mind.  I 
nin.t  it  should  publislied  somewhere  and  wijen  we  jet  out  of  tlio 
present  thicicet  I'll  try  jive  some  tho..^t  to  it. 


heroort  ^eta  vary  nervous  with  so  much  joinj  on,  poor  fellow, 
he  was  not  m *e  for  so  muon  responsibility,  which  is  one  reason  why 
I am  here.  I had  .meant  to  jo  bacic  home  today,  but  I'll  wash  out  some 
-nder^injs  and  stick,  around.  I still  hope  to  spend  the  week-end  with 
mj  widowed  has band. 


ae  nave  no  visitors  (oarrinj  ye;terday's  Mijel-hond  invasion) 
except  doctors,  the  postman,  etc.  and  I have  nearly  CQujht  up  with 
Uie  correspondence,  nelen,  Umnk  heaven,  is  pretty  well  insulated, 
one  is  out  wal,;inj  this  morninj  on  the  path  that  Herbert  .ixed  .or 

ner  ^d  w..en  sne  comea  in  sne  will  jo  .o  her  st  dy  and  write  letters 
on ulnie  .or  luncn. 


roily  is  -eelinj  -etter  Jiio  morning  out  I am  afraid  it  will 
tate  several  days  to  take  out  tiiie  pain. 

And  that's  tne  news—.aost  of  it— to  this  moment. 


Ever  yours. 


Arcaii  Docemuer  2,  1SM8 


hear  Amelia, 


1 am  jlad  you  called  -eith  and  I am  i.appy  Jiis  morninj  to 
say  U.at  Polly  had  a very  ^ood  ni^ht.  Ihe  yaln  eeoma  to  ce  of  muscular 
origin  and  applications  of  moist  heat  have  proved  helpf  .1.  i'o  show  *hat 
;iie  intensi  y of  the  pain  was  like  I wil'  add  taat  tfie  doctors  hesitated 
:or  a day  or  so  „o*ore  decidiriij  Uiat  it  was  not  shingles. 

A ^aaid  is  cooinjj  in  tomorrow  .-aornin;;.  ..er  qualifications 
sound  ^ood.  All  we  can  do  is  ^o  try  her  out. 

i'ne  shipping;  strike  and  the  may  delay  'Iffie  a while. 
Plane  passage  will  Oa  at  such  a prerniam.  And  even  oeiore  Uie  strike 
ship  paasa_^e  had  to  be  enja_^ed  months  aiiead.  Ae  are  ptsning  this  as 
hard  as  we  can. 

iou  wer-  quite  rijht  about  the  house.  It  is  not  mentioned 
in  either  nelen' s or  Polly's  will.  I jiad  asaiiraed  it  was  because 

I had  Oj.t"n  heard  them  say  that  they  wanted  it  to  {jo  to  the  P-undation 
when-  tl.ey  ware  throuj;h  with  it.  I understand  now  tnat  it  was  a fr^e 
^ift  with  which  tiiey  can  do  as  seems  best  to  them,  wliile  tlioy  are  alive 
and  at  the  ti.ne  of  tiieir  deatii. 

they  are  of  course  perfectly  willing  to  ijive  me  a power  of 
attorney  over  tlie  cJiockin^  acooicit  or  anything  else  {,1  already  have  it 
over  every  a.ing  conuiected  with  Helen's  writin^j,  out  it  seems  unwise  for 
to  taice  it  now.  It  would  express  a lack  of  confidence  in  Folly's 
recovery  Wiiich  I Jo  not  teel.  As  matters  stand  I could  ;^ot  it  almost 
instantly  turoi^h  the  ;cjraw  Hill  lawyer  who  is  available  at  all  imes, 
brin_,  it  up  with  .r;e  and  hove  a no  .ary  come  here  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  nave 
helen  siyn  it.  uhe  is  of  course  perfectly  competent  to  do  tills,  nowever, 

I fiill  not  go  away  to  Ren  nampshire  next  spring  without 'reconsidering 
tills  item.  In  any  event  I Si.all  nev^r  -e  wnere  I oaimot  reach  Uiem 
within  twenty-  our  hours  and  I could  always  telegraph  money  to  keep  tte 
house  going  un.il  I got  here. 

iney  have  _;r  at  confidence  in  the  man  who  does  tueir 
income  tax.  I will  have  Aeitii  check  on  is  standing  a .d  ability  through 
Lesser  wuo  A'.ee  uLa  return  and  tiirouja  fcuraw  Kill,  fr.ey  am  most 
rel.,ctarit  to  i.ave  you  ta^e  on  Uiie  curden.  As  ou  well  .tnow,  this  implies 
no  lacic  oi'  confidence  ir^  ■oa^nhev  disli.ce  asK-ing  favors  and  I iiave  the 
devil's  own  time  in  ^e'P^a^owIiiiJi'’  me  to  grant  tliem  one. 

fou  liad  a ;«per  tiie  ot  er  day,  outlining  r.elen'a  new 
set-ip  witii  the  APh  and  the  APXDh.  I thought  you  wore  ;oing  to  leave  it, 
but  I hope  you  didn't,  i'or  i you  did  I have  lost  it.  Not  being  .amlliar 
with  the  past,  I understood  it  only  in  broad  outline.  Ry  nderstanding 
was  that  or  this  year  i.elen  is  to  r-'ceive  anjl  additional  ,h000,  to  -a 
paid  iiali  by  tne  \c'-  and  half  by  the  APOB  and  Ui»t  unis  lill  raise  her 
touxl  income  to  approximately  20,000.  I un.ieratood  .uat  none  o;  this 
is  to  be  cuiisidersd  as  a permanent  increase,  o-.t  tiiat  at  UiC  end  oi  tne 
year,  ..e  inning  Nov.  1,  IjAiS,  a new  s rvey  .'lill  be  ma  e of  the  situation 


2 


to  deter  nine  at  that  .ima  what  the  req  drenonta  are  ol'  Helen's  ho  ,se- 
hold.  (»hat  Helen  wants  to  tnow,  and  I could  not  tell  her,  is  If  the 
perraanent  Increase  of  ; 2000  which  was  -ranted  to  her  a while  back  is 
blanketed  with  tiiis  ,-DOOO.  I ass  ime  Umt  it  is  not,  but  of  course  I do 
not  iOiow.  one  would  also  like  to  tcnow  when  Uie  ^2000  is  due  to  start 
No  one  can  write  out  a picture  of  the  wiiole  tiling  for  her  except  you! 
iiill  you,  pleaae,  and  will  you  addre..s  it  to  her,  since  I aai  never 
s^re  wnen  I shall  be  here.  1 do  li^e  an  occasional  glimpse  of  ray  widowed 
h^oand  and  I must  go  home  and  get  same  clothes. 


helon  is  tramping  around  tlie  walk  that  Herbert  inade  for  her it  is 

lovely  .0  see  ner.  i.eroert  is  ousy  in  the  citohen  and  Holly  is  lying  in 
bed  going  over  papers.  And  the  s-oi  is  shining.  ^ 


Hy  best  regards  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Migel. 

Sincerely, 


Oity^  ''^w  Yor*k 

5*  19^P 


!^oar  I?ob, 

-v<^  ^ returned  from  nnothor  week  nt  /.rran 

TO  ssy  tti  t it  ended  on  n no*-o  of  trlnrroh.  -^r  rr-'^on  T “ 
wont  up  again  waa  that  Folly  had  developed  ver-  severe  -nd 
alarn^lng  pa  ns  In  the  siT.ell  of  her  back  and  was  unable  if 

“®r  't,o^noaeH  them  aa  muscular  in 

o 1 in  and  not  nil  connected  vi  th  th«  ho«rt  hut  t 

Sf.  3l>on  01.  tv.o  ^oyo  ^llnlo.  So  asr-.S  {frir  "..oj  rooMi 
wltri  ..r.  Nespor  but  orPoroa  to  flj  at  O'icr  to  •■i-trn  f tp 
U vault  „,l,o  ua  fool  bottor.  rt.  luJpoS.  howov’or  thJt 

_-rom  lains  v;hlch  is  only  about  AO  mllon  from 

rtestoort.  Thid  Dr.  ^tacy  came  promptly,  oonriemed  t’-'e 

prescribed  mol.st  heat,  sedatives, 
5nd  n .-l^ld  hod.  vtep^  T left  the  rain  wen  pone.  PoIIv  hed 
5-ven  up  tne  sedatives,  and  was  able  to  be%in  most  of  the 
day.  ohc  was  even  taking  short  walks  around  the  plosce. 

"t.rber.t  , through  th-  veUp^t  -ffortS  Of 

wli  locate  a maid -cook -hou.sekee-er.  'he 

sho  r satisfactory 

. ^ ^ great  burnen  from  everv'oodv'a  shoulders 

esp-cl"lly  Oovohor^^.3.  r.  doesn't,  w-*li  f^rr 

I understand  froffi  a cabl^  from  the  Aae/ lean 
oop.uloto  thpt  ,11  t,  „l„o  ,t  tnot  ond  for-  tfri;?,  ,10,. 
fr!  ! v-rf'lP  ,pf,o,„t<,  v»,o  loot,  but  >b.  ,o,,„„to 

,o  waive  them  In  this  case.  If  ®ny  obs^-’cl- 
Should  arise,  cable  Helen  and  we'll  take  ca-e  of  it  et 

awaiting  Kffie'a  arrival,  but  I ' 
l^n,g1n»  that  two  n1.1e-„n  fr^nm  th-  fo^r  nnd  th-  ahlonlng 
strlce  will  make  It  ^l''~icult  -or  to  r»t  nan  a—  fo- 
a Willie,  he  brlglat  spot  I3  that  she  has  no-  a chnne-  o"* 
coming  into  a serene  and  ordered  household  instead  of 
th-  ciomi-madhouA-  that  has  obtained  for  the  Inst  few 
we-ka. 

-or  many  ^feafs  I ;.ave  considered  Folly  a 
^ 'ay  family,  which,  bv  my  reHsoning,  makes  le 
a me  b r o h-rs  and  glv-a  — the  nrlvl  I-7-  of 
myself  • ^ 


^ f ' ' C t i on  a t e Iv  vo’l  — S, 


’arden  City,  December  5,  19^ 


Dearest -Polly, 


Plrst  of  all  this  damned  house  la  too  hot.  I am  about  to  die 

In  It . 

My  heart  Is  light  when  I think  of  you  all  today  at  Arcan 
.Idge.  To  show  what  confidence  I have  in  your  recovery,  I may  aay  that  I 
have  taken  on  an  editorial  Job,  It  la  understood  that  I shall  have  plenty 
of  time  for  It,  which  means  that  If  you  need  me  I can  come  to  Westport 
at  a minute's  notice. 

No  call  from  Amelia,  ohe  was  telephoning  Keith  every  night 
until  she  got  my  letter.  I'low  she  la  p-obably  thinking  up  a way  to  tell  me 
that  I misunderstood  her  and  Mr.  Mlgel,  I wish  we  had  had  a dictaphone  In 
the  11  -Ing  room  that  morning. 

The  mo '6  I think  of  It  the  more  I feel  that  nelen  cannot 
keep  her  self-respect  without  an  upward  revision  of  salaries.  Taking  the 
cook  as  a basis,  I do  not  see  how  she  can  do  less  than  this: 

Cook  $175 

Herbert  200 

Polly  300 

Effie  100 

This  la  not  generous.  It  Is  the  very  lowest  I feel  she  can 
g-t  away  with.  I think  the  $300  ought  to  be  at  least  w twice  wh^t  It  Is 
but  we  have  to  move  within  the  framework  that  Is  allowed.  If  ’^ou  have 
any  doubt  about  any  figure  check  with  the  Rudd  Employment  Agency, 

I have  written  to  the  Antl-Vlvlaectlon  Society  withdrawing 
Helen's  name.  I have  answer-^  Bob's  letter  (herewith  Inclosed). 

Keith  says  that  the  Canadian  photographer's  name  Is  Karsh 
and  he  still  feels  that  we  ought  to  wait  until  Katharine  returns  to  ask 
him  about  the  pictures.  A simple  nuestlon  no-  might  cost  a few  hundred 
dollars. 


I am  returning  Schweitzer.  I am  sending  Kafka  and  a copy  of 
ASM  for  the  three  of  us  to  autograph  for  Judge  Maxwell.  It  Is  not  a 
perfectly  fresh  copy,  but  It  Is  the  best  I can  do  and  I know  that  yours 
and  Helen's  names  In  It  will  make  It  precious  to  him. 

This  week  K'lth  and  I have  a wedding  on  hand,  not  to  speak 
of  a few  other  things,  but  thev  won't  any  of  them  matter  If  Westport  calls 

My  love  ever  and  always. 


*’pw  vork 


111  r'M  ' th  St.,  lardon  Clt", 
DeoRiTiber  7,  19^P 


’'eoront  Folly, 


I dlin  t know  a Oongres ^t!lan  could  write  as  good 
letter  as  the  one  I Inclose.  It  can  go  into  the  file  with  the 
other  Mobba  correspondence. 

Nary  a word  from  Amelia  either  by  lett'^r  or 
telephone.  T think  now  that  she  knew  when  ahe  left  the  house  the 
other  morning  ^-hat  I had  misunderstood  the  proposition,  but  maybe 
they  are  waiting  until  they  have  the  committee  meting  this  week. 
I will  trust  tr.era  as  long  as  I can.  Are  they  afraid  to  put  thinpa 
In  writing"  Or  has  she  written  to  Helen"  Don't  let  them  worry 
you.  We'll  "Ind  a way  out  of  the  morass  somehow. 

Mary  a word,  I might  also  add,  from  Arcan  hldge. 

I taVe  It  this  means  that  everything  la  going  srao  thly  an^  th°t 
everybody  la  getting?  thin  and  sjtlph-llke.  I haven't  been  to  town 
yet.  Apart  h^om  everything  else,  a wedding  Is  looming  un  ahead 
and  I must  «et  a ore -ent  for  It  a-.d  must  attend  It.  Keith's 
secretary.  This  la  the  second  wedding,  not  the  I spoke  of 
In  my  last  letter. 

I find  that  It  Is  suite  easy  for  me  to  be  in  two 
pl-'ces  at  once,  for  I am  with  you  at  Arcan  Ridge  ail  the-tlme, 
whether  you  see  me  or  not. 

>y  love  to  you  all. 


After  much  consld -^ration  and  after  sleeping  on  It, 

I have  decided  thn*  the  figure  for  you  should  be  at  l^ast  J400. 


^ncJ  letter,  December  7,  19^8 


Deerest  Folly, 


Amelia  telephoned  this  morning.  ::>h0  flrat  aaked 
for  reaaaurance  about  the  household  at  Arcan  Ridge.  Then  ahe 
told  me  ahe  was  writing  me  a letter  and  sending  Helen  a copy. 

We  did  not  dlaouas  the  letter.  She  was  very  friendly  and  I do 
truly  know  that  ahe  wants  terrlblv  to  be  a friend  of  yours  and 
Helon's  and  that  she  as  good  a friend  as  she  knows  how  to  me 
and  as  circumstances  permit  her  to  be.  (I  may  change  my  mind  on 
this  a^ter  I see  her  letter). 

I am  seeding  Dr.  Peren«s  another  short  note.  I 
shan't  write  to  Klsa  r^iscelles  again  unless  you  want  mo  to. 

Tell  Helen  that  Lenore  has  turned  over  to  Kr. 
Schmegmann  at  the  Library  of  Congress  her  Hats  of  books  for 
Takeo  and  the  Library  In  Sydney  and  he  has  promised  to  do  all 
he  can. 


up . 


I hope  to  have  word  from  you  before  the  day  la 


Ky  love. 


rh  Folly,  I hope  you  are  not  doing  a alngl“ 
tii-^saad  thing  that  you  don't  want  to  to.  ’^et  yourself  now  for 
all  you  are  worth. 


f • 
t 


( 


I 


J 


111  ■•'Ifth  i3t..  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  8,  19^< 


Dear  Lenore, 


I cam©  back  to  Garden  City  last  .-rlday  a-.d  have 
not  heard  from  Veatport  since.  The  new  housekeeper  had 
arrived,  "he  looked  nronlslng;  enoush,  but  of  course  she  la 
on  trial  until  she  has  demonstrated  her  worth. 

^olly  looked  very  well  and  was  In  good  spirits 
when  I came  awav.  The  moist  heat  was  working  wonders  and,  best 
of  all,  Hr,  .'*tacy  gave  her  confidence  and  reassurance.  In  fact, 

Cr.  Stacy  dl'’  that  for  us  all. 

Nothing  more  will  be  done  about  their  finances  at 
present.  Kr.  Vlgel  v.lll  present  his  recommend^ tlons  to  the 
trustees  this  week,  I see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  carry. 

'’his  will  give  temporary  easement  and  there  will  be  plenty  of 
time  later  to  see  what  can  be  done  on  a permanent  basis.  I 
have  consulted  with  Amelia  at  every  step  and  it  was  by  my  express 
desire  and  invitation  that  Amelia  came  to  Arcan  Ridge  with  I'r. 
klgel  that  morning.  The  great,  great  difficulty  Is  the  feeling 
of  anger  and  resentment  and  betrayal  that  Helen  and  Pollv  feel 
towards  the  ^'oundatlon.  Some  of  this  Is  Justified,  but  I think 
not  suite  all  of  It.  Mnatever  the  merits  of  the  case  the  Intensity 
o'"  the  emotion  Is  a fact  and  I am  convinced  that  the  Impending 
visit  of  ’'JO.  Flgel  and  Amelia  had  nnich  to  do  with  Folly's  set- 
back. fhe  situation  now  Is  like  a desperately  \inhappy  marriage 
with  no  practlcabl'^  way  of  'netting  a divorce.  Come  months  from 
now  when  their  minds  are  less  Jaded  and  their  nerves  less  ragged 
I hop**  they  can  be  more  t^anoxill  about  the  vhol“  thing.  And  th.alr 
la-ger  objectives,  when  their  ar^e  able  to  take  them  up  again,  will 
swallow  these  irritations,  at  le^st  p.ome  of  them.  I am  convinced 
that  Amelia  Is  a vern  good  friend  of  theirs.  She  Is  hampered  by 
divided  loyalties  and  her  first  loyalty  Is  to  i:r.  Mlgel.  a’o'11 
‘TO  In  + o ali  of  this  In  detail  one  of  these  days.  I am  certainly 
not  the  one  to  handle  It.  "'^ou  might  be.  Or  It  might  be  that  Helen 
herself  could  make  a better  fist  of  It  than  anybody  else.  There 
will  be  plenty  of  time. 

They  already  have  a private  telephone  number.  It  is 
not  list'd  in  any  telephone  book,  but  they  have  given  It  to 
everybody  they  know  and  those  who  have  It  have  apparently  passed 
It  on  to  their  friends,  "^he  Telephone  'ompany  suggested  their 
taking  a new  number  and  being  more  careful  about  how  they  gav:'  It 
out.  Herbert  was  relucta  t to  change  from  the  old  number  and  It 
was  too  small  a nolnt  to  bother  Polly  with.  It  ••  111  straighten 
Itself  out — and  v-'ra-  noon  I hope. 

>*ow  for  dhrlstmsa'. 


Incerelv , 


f 


Decombor  8,  19^8 


Oenr  Dr.  Borens: 


I had  returned  to  Garden  City 
when  your  note  reached  me,  I sent  It  bank  to 
Polly;  It  will  do  her  good,  I waa  more  easy  In 
my  mind  about  her  when  I left  her  last  Friday 
than  I had  been,  but  she  still  needs  peace  and 
rest  In  Infinite  ouantltles, 

’^Tien  I sent  you  the  copy  of  Mr, 
Neff's  letter  I wanted  to  explain  the  reference 
to  "old  hags"  (which  seemed  very  odd  to  me),  but 
I didn't  know  how  It  came  about  and  at  that  time 
I didn't  want  to  disturb  Polly  to  ask.  Seems  that 
this  was  the  way  the  P H * W thought  of  them 
until  they  saw  them — a couple  of  old  hags  that 
they  were  going  to  have  to  trundle  around  for 
eight  weeks  or  so.  They  actually  had  an  ambulance 
on  hand  when  they  landed  at  the  airport t Need- 
less to  say,  they  changed  their  minds  very 
quickly  and  pretty  soon  were  working  overtime 
to  think  of  affectionate  and  endearing  waya  to 
address  the  girls, 

L t Polly  hear  from  you  and 
Mrs,  Berens  once  In  a while.  It  will  help. 

Cordially  yours. 


Ill  ^l^th  St.,  Gartlen  New  vori^ 

December  9,  19^P 


I 

' / 


De^reTt  Polly, 


Pr.  Klgel  and  Amelia  make  me  feel  exactly  the 
way  a Kafka  novel  does.  You  think  you  are  coming  to  a place 
but  Just  as  you  are  about  to  reach  It  you  find  It  Isn't  there. 
There  are  several  things  about  her  letter  that  I don't  under-* 
stand,  but  I have  answered  her  non-commltally  (see  Inclosed 
and  please  save  It;  I should  have  made  two  carbons  and  didn't). 
jhtxSk*  Specifically  I don't  \inderstand  "Apparently  In  addition* 
to  this,  as  per  memo  from  Nella  Henney  re  1947  Income..."  This 
Imnlles  that  she  had  never  heard  of  the  Items  that  follow  when 
we  all  know  she  had.  I presume  that  what  she  means  Is  that  the 
'’•leld  from  them  may  he  different  now  from  what  It  was  In  1947 
or  that  Helen,  may  have  converted  some  of  them  Into  something 
else.  And  thev  certainly  gave  you  and  Helen  the  wrong  Impression 
aboTit  the  .-tPOGO  which,  as  It  appears  from  this,  was,  to  put  it 
mildly,  a figure  of  speech.  But  "oily,  don't  worry  about  It;  let 
It  all  drift;  let  ever^'^thlng  drift. 

Amelia  Is  correct  In  saying  that  Helen  coxjld  deduct 
the  whole  of  your  salary  from  her  taxable  Income  because  "ou  are 
absolutely  essential  to  her  work.  Heretofore  this  would  not  have 
made  a whale  of  a difference,  but  now  I hone  It  will.  Hr.  Gherv'ood 
may  already  have  been  making  the  deduction.  If  not  I think  that 
In  tlme--any  tlrae--lierbert  might  ask  him  about  It.  This  applies  to 
no  one  else  but  you,  '^olly.  Helen  could  not  get  along  easily  with- 
out Herbert  (and  thank  lod  she  doesn't  have  to  try)  but  you  are 
the  only  one  who  Is  utterly  Indispensable  to  her  so  far  as  her 
work  and  her  whole  intellectual  life  Is  concerned.  Amelia  also 
sa-'s  that  the  upkeep  of  the  car,  which  la  another  essential  to  the 
work,  can  be  dediicted. 

I follow  you  all  about  through  the  day,  watch  Helen 
take  her  walk,  watch  Herbert  wrapping  rackages  In  the  kitchen 
and  fixing  up  things  out  of  doors,  sit  with  "ou  up  In  your  room 
and  at  five  o'clock  I gather  around  the  fire  with  you  for  a 
"wee  drapple" — only  ray  glass  Is  empty.  I do  hope  your  lertha  is 
proving  In.  CJall  me  If  you  want  me--any  time.  I find  that  I am 
easier  In  my  mind  when  I am  with  ^ou  than  when  I am  not. 

Don't  let  lerbert  work  too  hard  and  above  all,  don't 
work  too  hard  woursel^,  Polly.  And  high  above  all  that,  don't 
worrv. 


'el+^^h  Is  enjoying  the  book  about  Australia.  I'll 
vet  It  back  to  you  within  a couple  of  weeks  or  so. 


Our  love,  my  love. 


Drcffojber  10,  19^P 


’ear  Herbert, 

I did  with  your  postcard  what 
my  famllv  nlwa^ra  claimed  I did  with  my  first 

love  lettei reed  It  so  much  I wore  It  out.  It 

brotjght  such  good  news.  Now  I can  relax. 

Yesterda'f  wi.en  I was  In  town 
I had  Brentano  send  Tolly  a couple  of  paper- 
bound  books  (they  are  addressed  to  Helen). 

They  are  both  Italian  and  I think  "Bread  and 
Wine"  a really  great  book.  I think  she  needs 
a large  variety  of  reading  matter  so  that  she 
can  pick  up  hatever  happens  to  fit  In  with 
her  mood  at  the  moment. 

: still  haven't  seen  anybody. 

I've  been  struggling  with  a cold  and  have 
finally  licked' It.  Next  week  I hope  to  see 
Jo  and  "lorence  and  Elsa  and  some  other 
people. 


Take  care  of  yourself. 
Love, 


V 


Hro^mbpr  11,  19^*P 


po'^r^st  Polly, 


'^oiir  lottf'r 
wqy  thronp.h.  '’ot  quite  n3 
'’•ent'^rd'^y , f'or  I wn.s  jiore 
ren s^urqnce  I needed. 


this  Eornlng  dl-^  me  rood  all  the 
nneh  good  an  t1erbert'*^3  po^-toard  did 
worried  then  and  he  gave  me  the 


I have  this  morning  a let+er  from  Dr.  Carlson 
of  the  "atlonnl  ocl^ty  for  :>'dlcal  Research  thanking  me  for 
m’'-  I'^tter  «aklng  the  Antl-Vlvlaectlon  oocl  ty  to  reiLOv^e  Helen's 
name  from  their  list  of  antl-v  1 vl  sect  lonl  at  a . i;e  a'/s,  "Antl- 
vlv?  section  obatriictlonlam  hea  had  such  serious  efet  ota  ;,n 
delqving  vital  studies  for  the  benefit  of  both  man  and  animals 
that  It  Is  going  to  take  the  efforts  of  all  enlightened  members 
of  the  CO -muni ty  to  set  matters  right.”  I note  that  one  of  the 
dir'ctors  of  this  ational  rocl^  ty  for  dical  esearch  Is 
'Ictor  lohnson  o''  ♦he  i-.ayo  foundation,  "^ou  and  Helen  may  know 
him.  At  an"  rate  If  Helen  ever  has  the  least,  slight,  little, 
small  doubt  aa  to  wh  th^r  or  not  she  has  +a'  en  the  right  course 
In  r-moving  h-r  name  from  the  list  she  can  talk  with  Dr.  Dixon, 
for  mvaelf  T have  no  doubt,  'the  only  son  of  the  f Iliads,  our 
tenants  in  V w l=ampshlre,  was  pronounced  a diabetic  early  this  ■ 
last  ''all.  He  la  onl"  about  seven  years  old  and  he  cornea  e^om  a 
''amilv  with  a diabetic  strain,  b’lt  the  '•octo-s  vre  able  to 
prenc'-lbe  the'  n”oner  diet  an'’  the  nroper  aTount  of  Insulin.  His 
uncle  "’led  o'"  diabetes  at  the  age  of  t-enty  because  medical 
knowledre  had  not  n ogr-^seed  far  enough  for  anyone  to  know  vh'!  to 
do.  little  K''lth  (he  w^s  named  after  the  person  that  he  calls 
'irs.  Henney's  elth')  now  Pas  a lif e-exnecta ncy  e'ual  to  that  of 
any  noemal  person.  Dr.  Banting  and  rof.  .acleod  carried  out  the 
e"-llmlnary  exnerlmental  work  that  led  to  the  discovery  of  Insulin 
on  dogs.  This  was  hard  on  the  dogs  but  It  means  that  children  all 
over  tl'C  world  who  before  this  were  condemned  to  an  early  grave 
now  have  a chance  to  live  a Mill  life,  end  the  beauty  of  It  Is 
that  what  Is  learned  ♦hrough  these  experiments  benefits  dogs  as 
much  as  !♦■  does  hu^;an3.  T hope  that  some  da"  when  Helen  and  Dr. 
Dixon  toepther  this  subject  will  com.e  up. 


'''ou  get  the  Times  but  I am  Inclosing  a clipping 
which  "Oil  may  h"ve  xlssed.  The  Bell  Lab  "i'hone  bookkeeper”  is  one 
of  those  mlr^'ciilous  computing  machines  about  which  we  spoke  vuen 
ve  wrr  talving  of  Cyb'^rnetics.  'fha^  such  things  may  mean 
sociologically  no  on'=  knows.  Th'^y  mav  on  the  one  hard  throw 
thousan'’s  of  men  out  of  work ; on  the  oth^r  hand  they  may  simply 
extend  the  se^vic^s  now  of'‘ered  b"  t'he  company  that  puts  them 
'"orth.  mhe  that  they  ma,"  have  is  one  of  th"  nue3tl  ''ns  that 

is  mos^  dlsturblnp'  ♦o  "rof,  "iener  and  to  the  r'lt  of  the  community 
that  knows  an"tbing  about  them.  In  "^ue  time  we'll  bring  Hei^n  and 
'.''loner  together. 


Put  "S  for  this,  as  for  felrn's  appearance  a'  the 
Oxford  me- ting,  as  for  HY  mertlngs  and  lunches,  r-elax,  si  ter, 
relax,  ’emember  th-’t  "ou  have  got  to  limit  "ourself.  Th'  tine  may 
come  when  "ou  can  itep  over  the  risrk  that  th®  bas.t  doctors  In  the 
world  have  put  In  '"ront  o’*  vou,  but  It  la  not  ti  re  "et . 


I am  sorry  about  thr  ripw  maid,  biit  not  surprlaod.  or  many 
•n'’3ons  I should  llko  to  san  elthar  a oolorf’d  woman  or  a Nisei 
Installed,  but  this  will  have  to  be  worked  out  not  on  a basis 
of  whs t is  ideal  but  on  a basis  of  what  In  possible. 

It  comforts  me  very  much  to  know  that  anyone  of  you--''ou  or 
rerbert  or  iielen — vlll  call  on  me  If  ’^ou  think  there  is  any  way 
♦ hn+-  I can  help,  j'y  only  regret  is  that  I can  help  so  little, 
last  week  some  one  wrote  me,  "If  Keith  were  not  so  cooperative, 
you  would  not  be  able  to  leave  home  and  go  to  Ventport."  This 
was  thoughtful,  but  it  was  wrong.  It  should  have  been,  "If  Keith 
did  not  love  then  too... etc." 

fur  love  is  with  -wou, 


> 


i 


111  v'trc'ct,  '■ardcn  rity,  :;ow  '^otk 

-o»t«ibpr  IS, 


Dfi><r  -r.  aci.d: 


r-nply  to 

CllPlit  ' H 

11 1’o . 


■ 1 SR  H^l^'n  ^'’ll^'r  hPR  asV.e?  to 
your  let  + rr  of  ..’oceaber'  9 concornlrio  your 
lnter(K-*t  In  a ;iiotlon  plntuia  oi  hf»r 


Tbla  l3  a proposal  th-  t crops  up 
Ireouontly.  Priority  on  all  dramatic  rftpraaantatlons 
OI  tiio  «tihj«‘nt  has  b<=*an  irrant'’'!  to  ►Isa  K«tthnrln*> 
'’o*'0''ll  who  '”o’'  oon"r>  years  hon  nhi^"!. shed  a plan  "or 
nntlnc  In  tho  -.toi’y  thp  ,-ole  of  .:las  Kollfir's  teacher, 
the  late  ^nne  oulllvan  r.aoy,  «t  one  time  she  thought 
she  mlerht  nakp  + debut  In  this  part. 

T ns-'rot  e^n^olt  wttt'  I'c'r  now  her;ar''<'  she  Is  in 
''u*'ope.  It  mlcbt  b«  vorth  your  while  t,o  write  to  her 
after  her  return  to  this  country  late  in  January, 
hhe  and  N’lsa  i^eller  are  close  friends  sn^  I em  ru'-e 
vnnis  he  In  h-irTnony  In  -'’V-inf^  de'cisions. 


"■ery  truly  your  a. 


■'ell'’  e.,,oddy  ! enoey 
attorney  "or  nelen  Feller 


r.  havld  J.  . a oh  8 
3S1  Hollywood  ho’ilevnrd 
Hollywood  2P , '’“llfornia 


'.r.  aci.s: 


111  irth  wtrect,  'sr5on  rity,  Mew  ''oiV. 
.-o«Kob«»r  15  p 19^P 


:'13S  H‘“lpn  ^^pll'T  ho5  aafeef  ae  to 


I 


reply  to  yo'jr  letter  of  oceaber  9 conccrnlnc^  your 
cllel-it's  IntHre.rt  In  a motion  picture  ol  her 

11  r<*. 


freouentiy.  frlorlty  on  all  dramatic  repreaentatlons 
of  the  subject  hart  been  rrrsnted  to  ►IflB  •'ntharlne 
''o-nell  who  '‘o-^  soap  years  ban  cherished  a plan  “or 
acting  in  the  story  the  role  of  >'.las  Keller's  teacher, 
the  late  «nne  hulllvan  Kaov.  At  one  time  she  thou»^.ht 
ah**  ml«ht  matre  her  icotlon  rlcture  '’ebut  in  ♦his  part. 

T oonoult  w’th  her  row  heesu'^e  Rhe  Is  in 

^u'or**«  ’’t  wight  b'  worth  your  while  to  write  to  lier 
a “ter  her  rt^tnrn  to  this  country  late  In  January, 
hhe  and  Miss  Keller  are  close  friends  an'*  I am  nure 
'•oul'^  be  Ir  h'^rmony  in  reving  derisions. 


This  Is  a proposal  that  crops  up 


”ery  truly  yours 


”elir  '’roa^^  Henney 
'i^ttorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  l av  Id  J.  . aohs 
^3^1  Hoil’^wood  Poulevard 
Hollywood  ?.P , '’allhornla 


) 


Dec.  17,  19AP 


Deareat  Polly, 


7here  aeema  to  be  quite  a bit  of  good  news 
in  the  air  this  morning.  The  best  of  it  is  that  Effie  Is 
here.  Herbert  was  an  angel  to  telephone  me  last  night.  I 
called  Amelia  and  I know  she  will  spread  the  word  among  the 
trustees.  Kow  many  hopes  we  have  bound  up  in  that  child  and 
how  careful  of  her  we  must  be  I 

Amelia  had  called  me  earlier  in  the  afternoon 
(I  w-^sn't  here,  but  c-’lled  her  back  when  I came  in).  She 
wanted  to  tell  me  that  the  trustees  had  met  and  that  thev 
wore  giving  HeDen  $6000  Instead  of  the  §5000  that  kr.  Migel 
first  sug.-'-ested . I am  sure  now  that  if  Helen  sets  up  her 
household  on  a perfoctly  har^d-headed  basis,  pa:«'-ing  each 
member  of  it  a sensible  realistic  salary,  she  will  h"ve  no 
trouble  g-^tting  the  money  If  the  three  trustees  are  made 
aware  of  the  ne®d . It  is  only  right  that  they  should  know,  all 
of  them,  what  thei”  responsibilities  are.  Amelia  says  "Tell 
?'r.  Mlcrel"  arid  I always  manage  to  bring  in  all  the  trustees 
in  my  next  sentence,  ""his  harping  on  the  past  is  pe  Tectly 
dreadful,  both  from  yo\ir  side  (and  Helen's)  and  Amelia's,  and 
some  day  I'm  going  to  shriek  and  yell  and  cuss  about  it  louder 
than  I already  have.  Only  I ain't  going  to  listen  to  it,  I 
ain't.  I wouldn't  listen  to  it  that  da.y  that  Amelia  ^nd  Hr. 
i-igel  were  at  Arcan  Hldge  and  I've  cut  Amelia  off  when  she  has 
started  on  that  goddamn  "starve  to  death"  over  the  telephone. 
7o’i  and  . elen  can't  waste  your  spirit  in  this  kind  of  thing, 
'.’hat  you  have  ahead  is  too  big,  too  Important.  It  is  world- 
wide; n^ople  in  Australia  and  ilapan  and  India  and  -ranee  and 
everywhere  else  are  affected  by  it.  Don't  think,  dear  Polly, 
that  I minimize  the  e xasne  rat  ions , the  pet+'lness,  the  lack  of 
vision  that  you  are  up  against,  but  Helen  Is  too  great  to  be 
stopped  b^  them;  ®-'d  she  does  chip  away  at  them,  t-qx)  aay  now 
that  Bob  Irwin  at  last  has  world  vision.  Viho  gave  it  to  him" 

7he  news  from  Jo  and  Florence  is  both  good  and 
b°d . ""he  ho\ise  is  perfectly  beautiful--enormously  Impressive, 
exactly  wViat  Jo  nee-’s  except  for  two  thing, s.  One  Is  tnrt  it 
is  verv  expensive  to  operate,  ^he  other  Is  that  It  has  no 
elevator,  cit'f  ordinance  they  have  to  put  in  a "commercial 
elevator"  ai:d  lorence  sa^-s  ^hey  can't  afford  it.  I asked  about 
one  of  those  little  c^rs  that  I have  seen  attached  to  stalr’- 
canes.  he  agreed  that  tha+  would  be  the  sensible  thing,  but 
Jo  v.'on ' t have  it;  savs  it  would  make  him  seem  like  an  invalid 
and  ho  is  not  an  invalid. 

Poor  fellow,  ho  almost  looked  like  one  3festerday. 
The  previous  dav  he  had  spent  at  th'.  hospital  having  x-rays, 
etc.  He  has  h.ives,  which  ar'e  nearly  but  not  nulte  as  bad  as 
shingles,  and  he  has  a great  deal  of  gas.  The  "Varsaw  Ghetto 
thing  has  fallen  thro  igh  and  lo-  ence  thinks  this  has  a lot  to 
do  with  his  present  condition.  He  is  painting  a portrait  of 
‘•'lahert”’.  It  i'  ver”  fine  and  • lorerce  wants  him  to  do  more  and 
more  of  this  kind  of  thing. 


■ flllaoe  had  lunch  with  them  th  day  a;  ter  th*’  election.  He 
waa  In  pr-’at  ro'’m  and  felt  that  the  whole  crusade  had  been  very 
worth  whllr.  Ho  and  the  part^f  are  marking  time  now  to  see 
w'-ether  or  not  Truman  wDl  keep  his  promises.  Truman,  as  you 
know,  took  over  a great  deal  of  the  rrogror.  lve  progam  as  the 
camp^lcm  continued,  so  much  o''  1<-,  In  fact,  that  Jo  said  people 
beran  to  ask  Truman  If  ’-’allace  was  writing  his  speeches. 

T saw  the  ■ Isenhower  bust  and  liked  It  very  much.  >‘ot  +he 
f'lnning  '^Isenhowor  that  we  nearly  always  see  In  photographs, 
bu*  Just  as  tne  grin  begins  to  twitch  at  his  mouth.  I should  like 
to  know  wt;r>t  '''dd le  thinks  of  It. 

vou  never  hea  .'d  such  gabbling  as  went  on  because  I wanted  to 
know  everything  the’f  had  b°en  doing  and  they  wanted  to  know 
eV'-'T^thlng  «bo\it  ’^ou  and  Helen.  I don't  have  to  tell  you  what  ^ 
sold  ond  I don't  have  to  tell  you  how  much  those  two  people 
love  "'ou  both.  Spiritually,  Jo  really  needs  Helen.  i>he  does  some- 
thing to  his  soul.  He  says  he  never  sees  ner  without  going  away 
buoyant  and  uplifted  end  he  says  there  are  only  two  other  people 
who  ever  did  that  for  him — -DR  and  '.iandhl.  The  beaut"  of  It  Is 
that  Helen  does  tne  same  thing  for  so  many  other  souia.  I think 
of  he-  with  3andhl,  rather  than  with  but  I do  recognise 

that  -’DR  lifted  many  p-^ople  to  spiritual  heights  th->t  they  could 
not  have  attained  without  him. 


■Florence  and  Jo  are  crazy  to  see  you.  I told  them  Not  yet  and 
I told  them  that  the  way  writ  were  g ing  to  begin  was  for  you  and 
me  to  sneak  Into  a hotel  In  the  city,  lea'lng  husband  and  Helen 
behind,  and  try  ourselves  out  with  small,  pulet  expeditions. 

"Lunch  here'."  Florence  exclaimed.  "Very  likely,"  I said,  "but 
we'll  have  to  see."  '•  lorence  understands.  3he  und'-rst^nds  so 
much,  that  one.  T do  feel  so  strongly,  Polly,  that  our  Instinct 
(or  rather  Herbert's  instinct,  for  he  thought  of  It  first)  was 
right  on  this,  '^ou  must  try  "o\jr  wings  first  all  by  yourself  — 
that  Is,  with  me.  I don't  count.  Dut  If  you  see  Florence  and  Jo 
alone  ‘'Irst,  It  will  make  It  so  much  easier  for  you  to  see  them 
with  Hel«n  after-wards,  '^ou  won't  have  to  try  to  pack  qiilte  so 
much  into  q\ilte  so  short  a time. 

I said  that  Jo  seemed  almost  like  an  invalid  yesterday.  Let 
me  not  deceive  you.  Ho  would  sink  on  the  couch  in  the  big  llvlng- 
dlnlng  room  or  on  the  one  upstairs  In  their-  sitting  room,  simply 
exhausted,  but  between  times  he  was  his  old  dynamic  self.  "No 
excitement,"  he  exclaimed  when  I told  him  what  the  doctors  had 
prescribed  for  you.  "My  God,  they  can't  live  without  excltoment. 
They  generate  excitement.  Oh  my  God.  Oh  my  God."  Heaven  knows 
Jo  can't  live  without  It.  '-.'hlle  he  Is  working  on  the  r laherty 
portrait  -’lorence  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  house  ki  hears  these 
two  male  voices  screaming  and  shouting;  fea-ig  th- 1 she  must  go 
^owna+alrs  to  make  peace.  Fhen  she  gets  Into  the  studio  Jo  and 
Tlsherty  a-e  lauvhlng  together,  ^he  best  o^  friends,  and  a minute 
later  at  each  other's  throats  again.  Gome  fun  for  Florencel 

'he  and  Jo  were  -t  the  conference  of  Intell^'ctuals  In  1 oland 
tV'ls  -UTmer.  ’ame  about  mo  e or'  less  by  accident  and  Jo  was 
anpolnte-^  some  kind  of  vice-president.  He  was  on  the  resolutions 
co'mlttee  v'  loh  tried  to  ha-'monlze  things.  He  Is  very  good  -t  t:'.’'t 


flncS  "lorenco  waa  awTully  proudi  of  him.  They  will  tell  you  o^out  It 
.-ladame  Ourle,  daughter  of  the  flrut  Kadame  'lurle,  Julian  Huxley 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  r^reda  Klrchwey,  and  others.  At  the 
end  they  f-’lt  that  the  conference  was  very  much  worth  while.  They 
saw  the  full  extent  of  the  destruction  In  Poland.  I have  seen  ^ 
others  who  have  had  first-hand  contact  with  what  modern  total 
warfare  means.  It  does  soa'-thlng  to  them  that  they  will  never  get 
over.  I am  sending  Jo  and  Florence  a copy  of  nelen's  Hlroshls/a 
letter.  The  reactions  I get  to  that  are  curious.  Home  people  return 
a polite  thank-you.  Others,  like  I'atharlne  Conant,  go  overboard. 

Yet  she  too  came  upon  the  mixed  reaction  when  she  read  the  letter 
one  evening  at  her  house  when  one  of  the  editors  of  the  N.Y.  Sun 
was  present.  It  Is  very  Interesting. 

This  letter  will  go  on  forever  If  I don't  break  It  off,  but 
there  Is  one  thing  more  that  I want  to  say.  ^ou  saw  the  letters 
<-h'’t  I wrote  to  your  friends.  So  many  of  them  have  come  back 
giving  me  so  much  more  credit  than  I deserve  th^’t  I am  Embarrassed 
h'r  It.  aod  knows  it  was  not  ray  Intention  to  let  them  think  that  I 
was  the  llt  + le  boy  with  his  finger  In  the  d’-'-ke  and  If  I did  not 
know  that  ^ou  and  Helen  know  that  the  main  thing  that  troubled  me 
In  Westport  (apart  from  my  anxiety  about  you,  Polly)  was  my  total 
In-’denuacy  to  the  situation  I should  be  really  distressed.  It  Irks 
me  to  know  that  when  anything  Is  done  for  Helen,  no  matter  how 
slight,  people  sav  to  the  doer,  "Aren’t  you  wonderfull"  I know  that 
Kr.  r-'lgel  has  heard  this  many  times  and  has  lapped  It  up.  What  I 
tried  to  get  over  to  him  and  Amelia  that  day  and  to  the  trustees  In 
my  memorandum  was  that  It  was  perfectly  wonderful  to  be  able  to 
do  anythlnp;  for  Helen  and  that  those  of  us  who  could,  even  In  the 
least,  slight  way,  had  a privilege  and  a responsibility. 

'•'ell,  Polly,  I think  19^9  shows  promise  of  being  a good  year. 
We  can  but  hope. 


by  love, 


Letter  this  morning  from 
about  Helen's  Introduction  to 
from  The  Story  of  Hy  Life  an"^ 
for  the  file. 


TfF  ANSV.’T.  MAN  on  the  radio  asking 
religion.  I'll  send  him  a citation 
30on''r  or  later  you'll  get  the  letter 


J1  iuoda  i/ov  Xl9j  II Iw  t*rfT  bl/o^q  tXXu'**'*  »bm  ©one'ToI'S  fin* 

tsIxuH  nailt/t  .el^uC  onafiaM  erii  lo  ^*^^risl/a6  enaha.; 

fina  .xawrfoTiTI  afian’I  “io  goriaidrionA  arii 

yariT  sllriw  rii^ow  doom  xi9v  a*w  eoneTalnoo  ariJ  ilal  1^® 

' nee*  evari  I .finaloi  ni  noi^ouT-tBeb  arit  lo  ineJxe  IIuT  arid  wr;r. 

la^oi  mefcoffl  iadw  ri^lK  loa^noo  finari-i 'JtII  bt»ti  ovad  oriw  e-ietf^o 
j»3  neyen  IIIW  Sniril^Boa  esofi  SI  ,Bn*eB  eialnaw 

ai«Iri*<«Ih  E’nolon  lo  XQoo  « ermonol'i  tn»  oU  snifanea  oa  1 .^9yo 
m.uSn-1  elqoBT  eaot^  .e^Joi^uo  s^a  daril  oS  ieg  I nnolioaen  ariT  .inSS«L 
.^iftodievo  08  .loanoO  enInadJeM  ealil  .B^ed^O  .uox“:tn»df  BSiLoq  a 
aeJiel  erfi  baf«  eria  neriK  nol^oaen  fiexia  od^  noqi/  eoao  ooi  a.ie  JoY 
auiS  .Y,M  edi  lo  a^cilfio  »AS  to  eno  nedvf  eauod  ^eff  J*  ^nlanr^  enc 

• anldaeTsinl  x'to-v  ei  .^neeeTd 

iod  ,llo  Si  Asend  I'nofi  I “U  nevenol  no  oa  Iliw  't^SSal  elriT 

a'ifiSS9l  BdS  waa  uoY  .x*®  oS  SaB>i  I ladi  enoo  snlri)  eno  a I ened^ 
dosd  eooo  evari  medi  "!o  y««®  .abneinl  nuox  oS  e^o^w  I S^tif 
fieaaan'iadjrt  oa  I ^«d,t  evneaefc  I natiS  Slbtno  enom  ticum  oa  eo 
I Sadf  -AaitiS  meriJ  ^oI  o^  nollneinl  y»  bbm  Si  ewond  bo€»  .Si  yd 
^on  bib  I II  6n«  edy.fi  aril  nl  toann  aid  d.tlw  yod  eltSIi  «rfS  sew 
•we  fielducni  ladl  sniiiS  niam  edi  SsdS  wond  neleH  fine  uoy  lad.i  wond 
laJoJ  ya  aew  (yllo^l  ,ooy  looda  yielxn*  7.0  son!  S^mqa)  I-roqteeV  nl 
ednl  SI  .fieaBenlalb  yllaen  ed  filooda  I noIlBoJle  wd*  oS  rottur^b-nl 
wod.  'f^tSSaa  on  ,noIeH  io\  enob  ei  anirtlyns  nedy  SedS  vfond  ol  ore 
SBdS  wood  I "lX[/lnebnow  uoy  S'noiA”  ,neob  edi  ol  yse  elqooq  .^rialle 
I ladW  .qu  Si  fieqqal  aeri  fine  sooll  ynam  aldi  CrTBori  a«ri  lealK  ,nH 
ni  aoeleinl  odi  oS  bna  yab  ladl  ailesA  fine  aid  ol  *ieyo  log  oI  boI*Tl 
oS  oldB  od  ol  lulnefinow  ylloeTnoq  eaw  li  led!  sew  nufinenoirea  yre 
oril  ni  nevo  .fcluoo  oriw  bu  "So  oeoril  SedS  fine  neloH  not  ^yiidlTna  ob 
.yi Ilidlanoqaen  s fina  ©sellvinq  e fend  ,yaw  J dalle « la*el 

.naey  boos  a gnled  lo  oelmonq  eworie  9^1  dniriJ  I ,yIIoS  ,IIsV 

.sqod  lorf  nan  eW 


,ovoI  yK 


anidea  oiban  oriJ  no  HAM  HTVP.’iSA  TUT  aonl  afilmoa  aldl  noIIaJ 
nollr.Ilo  B Bid  bnoB  II '1  .noJsilm  oS  nol  totrbmSni  e'neleH  iuode 
noIJel  eril  lea  Il'uoy  noJel  no  nonooa  bna  ellJ  yn  7o  y*’Olf;  odT  ao*fT 

.eliy  edi  no”! 


> 3aj*^Gn  Maw  '^or*k 

Docetnber  17.  19A8 


n«<ir  Flor'eno<=*  pnrl  Jo, 

The  length  of  time  I stayed  with 
vou  ^ester-Say  shows  th  t a pood  time  waa  had  at  least 
bv  rnp.  T didn't  to  do  it,  bnt  j oonldn't  h-^lp 

--self.  I have  wrlttor,  Polly  and  Helen  a practically 
interminable  letter  giving  them  the  high  spots. 


, , ^ , Holly's  niece,  Kffie  Thoinson, 

landed  by  plane  last  night.  Herbert  called  me  ^rom  the 
I rand  Central  Station  while  they  were,  waiting  for  a 
ti  ain  to  take  them  to  V»eatpoit.  now  maiiy  hopes  we  have 
bound  iin  in  that  small  nackagei 


I am  sending  you  the  copy  I 

promised  of  nelen'a  letter  after  her  visit  to  niroshima. 
ilnco  I copied  It  for  more  or  leas,  treneral  circulation 
T left  out  +he  personal  paragraphs  which  J wo\jld  have 
Included  1*'  It  had  been  ^or  you  only.  They  were  mainly 
about  my  telephone  call  to  Osaka  and  at  tne  end  an 
alarmed  nape  about  the  sudden  end  of  the  tour.  Their 
orders  home  ca-e  while  Helen  was  writing  the  lettp^  and 
I am  s'-re  that  the  emotional  impact  of  Hiroshima  and 
..agasaki  had  much  to  do  with  making  it  impossible  for 
Pollv  to  go  on.  In  her  last  paragraph  Helan  w>rote,  "vqu 
can  imagine  how-  the  news  fell  unon  us  both  like  a 
bombshell,  and  how  anxious  I am  to  get  her  home  as  soon 
as  possible.  It  will  mean  a aulet  life  for  folly  the 
rest  of  her  days  on  earth."  the  way  developments  have 
developed  since  their  return  to  Arcan  Hldge  I think  this 
is  not  to  be  taken  too  literally.  Tolly  will  not  be 
able  to  go  .at  the  old  ruinous  pace  ever  ag,ain,  but  I am 
sure  that  we'll  have  our  Polly  back  with  us  within  a 
month  or  tv'o. 


Jo  spoke  yesterday  of  the  lift  to 
the  80\)1  that  i"DR  and  dandhl  and  nelen  gave.  Jo  does  that 
himself  80”^  the  lovely  thing  is  that  he  is  not  conscioiis 
^ today  because  I had  yesterday. 

And  my  richness,  Plorcnce,  Includes  you  as  well  as  Jo, 

I send  -ou  both  my  love  and 

feith's  goes  with  It. 


I shall  think  o'*  Jo  every  day 
when  I lie  with  my  enzymes  inside  me  and  my  pad  on  my 
stowach.  lie  and  I b^lona;  to  the  sel.'ct  few  who  know  vhat 
it  is  to  manufacture  ass  and  have  hives.  I hope  we  are 


1 

\ 


I 


both  abli»  ba^orn  long  to  't'rop  bnok  Lnrto  tYi^  dramooi'atlc 
majority  where  we  nre  moat  at  homo.  ^ -j.  tVi  t 

Again  my  love  and  again  my  thanks  for  a 
won'^erful  day, 

,Ol»  bn  a eonenol  '-i  naea 


ifti-  b»'c-:ia  1 1o  SiiT 

ia  f-ri  83V  f.-co,'^  a y-rii  oworia  v,«Ena.ta‘iy  uov 

ql-»h  t’nfciuon  T ftui  ,yi  ob  ct  ns«r  t'n^lh  t . >t 
^ClIsritoBiq  a naleH  bna  n,ajtlnw  ^varf  I .lX«P»rj 

,B#oqt..  rialri  t?:li  aaJX  nsMoI  eldanlarteJnl 

,no««'ofl'T'  ,eoeln  a’^llos 

oriJ'  mcrr*’.  ai  tolleo  fr^I  enalq  hef-npl 

a id  gniJisw  snow  ^lirfw  nci.}3j<  laiina^  bnarC 

avail  9W  eaqoil  X '^  loq^n:*..  oi  e^a*  si'aJ  oJ  nic'ii 

lesP’loa"'  Ilnae  lary  n{  qii  bntrod 

I XQhiJ  Qalti:Sc  me  1 

.aol.iacnln  oJ  Sleli/  lerf  T9Ji«  + fi'a  >x0.i  lo  beeiBOTg 
noitalnmio  Ipnenen  bb^X  no  '>"'Oir  nc’  'i  h*»lnof>  I 
nvHd  bfrow  1 rioidw  fidran'^Bnc*-’  Xsnorn^r’  aj+  tt»o  ^'^aX  T 
xXnXsn  anaw  .X-t^o  t'OX  "*o'‘  noorf  jl  'i  behtrXonl 

na  boo  exiJ  Jr-  Hiir  oX  Xiao  ^aod^oSleJ  X“-  XuoJs 

nlerlt  .Ttrot  nrl+  'Vo  bne  nebbi^a  •vtii  ^tmrfr>  a««<;  baTanX* 
hnp  Te  + XeX  erft  3nfttnw  bsw  nelaH  aXirfv  9"-ro  nrori  ane^o 
bna  smXflBonXH  “lo  XocqarX  lenct+orto  ■fnr'.*  an  e rr  I 
nol  eXdlseoqsl  Xi  ^nixar.  a'tiw  ot  oJ  liou^  bad  Xslsba^a’l 
uov"  ,eJonw  neXaH  t(,aX  '•eri  nl  .no  03  of  vIXo-i 

0 nj(XX  rfjofl  8tr  rrontf  IX**'^  Bw*nr  ertt  vnrf  nao 

nooe  BB  90od  ^o.i  Xc-3  0*  aa  1 suclxne  wod  bne  ,XXt>rif  dood 
x-t^o"  si  XX  iniin:.  a nRsm  XX  tw  XI  .aXdlcEoq  fc» 
©van  8Xn©‘mqoI©v©h  ''.dXTRo  no  av^h  *i©r[  '10  Xb'*t 

eilriX  MnIriX  I ©sbl-  osotA  ot  m'  +en  il^riX  ©orlE  £r*qoXev©b 
ad  Xon  IIlw  vIloT  .xXis'iotXX  ooX  nor'.cX  ed  ot  ton  ."I  - 
iC0  I Xud  ,nIflso  'tevB  ooaq  buonlan  bXo  ©riX  Xn  03  cX  0X00 
fi  nlrlXiw  BIS  rixiw  dned  rlXo'i  nun  ©van  IX’©«  XbOX  n-itfB 

.owX  no  TXnor 

oX  XliX  ©nX  lo  ®»'oqR  cL 

XsdX  aoob  oX  .ev03  nsXeh  bcip  Itibaa  boa  /ill*:  XeriX  XtfOf  =*(1X 
ayoXonnoo  Xon  ei  art  Xrrl^  rX  3nid^  Tin-oX  adt  ^>rr  ''X©»irM 
.X*Eri®XHAn  hrrf  1 ©Rt/ao^d  riot'  X©??''.  ! .XX  "'o 

.oil  a,-:  XXew  ca  uox  aebtrXoal  ,eou.%  ol  .aaonxloiT  vo  toA 

bnr.  ovoX  X*™  dXorf  1*07  fvior  I 

• XX  riXiw’  e“03  'MX/'’'* 


X0b  ▼n©v©  oX,  ■*0  TfnXrft  IXnrfr  T 
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Deceaibf>r  21,  19^8 


I)earp!3t  Polly, 

Yoirnote  haa  already  xade  a meiTy  Christmas 
for  me'.  It  la  just  wonderful  that  the  naln  haa  gone  and  the 
sedatives  are  out.  I am  sorry  that  Just  now  when  you  need  to 
be  perfectly  free  of  all  anxiety  you  have  to  adapt  ^ourself 
+0  two  new  oersonall^ les  and  all  the  changes  In  the  household 
^h«t  this  involves.  No  matter  how  satisfactory  or  how  beloved 
the  personalities  are,  their  mere  presence  re-uilres  efort. 

If  it  becomes  “ven  a little  irksom®,  leave  it  for  a while, 
'.’e'll  ■'’Ind  a hide-out  in  NY  and  >^o  nothing  or  '’o  wh-^tever  you 
like. 

The  inclosed  packet  Is  something  th<'t  my 
ontician  ecommended.  It  is  a new  tlsa^je  ^or  cleaning  glasses 
and  is  much  the  best  even  seen,  "'ou  can  get  it  at  almost 

any  drug-store,  only  it  is  becoming  so  popular  they  are 
having  a ha 'xt  time  keeping  it  In  stock. 

I have  sent  the  signed  sales  repo’"t  on  "Vords  to 
Live  By"  to  This  V'eek. 

We  are  Just  about  snowed  under  and  I imagine 
you  are  too,  but  Keith  has  gone  to  town  this  morning. 

Cur  love  to  all  of  you.  If  your  Christmas  la 
not  merry,  it  can  at  least  be  thankful  and  th*  second  kind 
is  even  better  than  the  first. 

I h-’'ve  a deep  feeling  tha  * 19^9  will  be  good  I 


/\gain,  my  love. 


I 


Drcenber  2^,  19^? 


I .ini  sending  Jo's  lett«»r  which  "ou  vlll  all  'njoy. 
lot  ne  h'^ve  It  bnck  when  yon  are  throngh  with  It.  1 wart  to  keep 
It  :p'1i  do  so'Tp thing  abont  the  ;-lroshlma  I t ter  when  the  pictures 
eorne.  It  rrl?ht  be  best  for  -^ou  *o  talk  with  'T.  yarkel,  but  there 
In  no  hurrw  on  It. 

A-nella  mokes  it  verv  difficult  to  pla;'f  straight 
ball.  I W03  busy  veaterdov  wh=n  she  called  me,  hv+  I don't 
excuse  myself  and  I don't  forgive  myself.  I want  to  be  as  generou 
with  her  and  Fr.  Mlgel  as  I poaalbl;v  can,  but  I see  now  that  not 
verv  much  Is  allowable.  My  Impulse  Is  to  say  yes,  ”es,  j^es,  to 
overy  small  thing  and  then  hit  hard  when  aom* thing  big  comes  up. 

I still  think  that  as  a general  polio"  this  Is  good,  but  I also 
300  that  ti.ey  can't  have  too  much  leeway.  The"  at®  out  now  sopping 
UP  oil  the  credit  they  can  get,  which  Is  all  right,  30  long  aslt 
doesn't  emba  -rasa  you  ond  iiela'n. 

It  Is  wonderful  news  thot  kfflp  can  olread"  drive 
a car.  And  type.  je<oms  that  there  ar'e  a lot  o'”  things  that  she  can 
already  do.  f^he  sounds  like  Just  what  we  have  - een  looking  for  and 
ho''lng  for  so  long. 

fry  not  to  let  these  yigel  things  vex  "ou  too  much. 
Folly.  let  me  have  the  temper  tantrums  for  a while.  I've  had  some 
goo'^  ones  and  I'm  In  the  middle  of  a boaxity  rlgh+  now. 

I want  to  see  th°t  gol-’en  blrdl 


Our  united  love  to 


the  household , 


Ill  fth  Street,  Garden  G5.ty,  New  York 
December  31»  19^P 


Dear  Lenore, 

I pm  .smitten  vith  remorse  to  think  that 
I did  not  let  ''■ou  know  th'>t  Kffte  had  arrived.  She 
came  about  two  weeks  ap.o,  biit  I did  not  see  her  until 
irr. ^ t o rd a y v."'.en  she  came  to  ''erk  with  Polly--Polly' s 

first  venture  away  from  Westport  since  her  return.  We 
’no.e  a aulet  lunch  at  the  Harvard  Glub,  went  to  see 
the  Olivier  .-lamlet , had  a quiet  dinner  to  avoid  the 
commuters'  rush  an-^  paeted  about  7:30  to  50  our 
aonareto  wavs.  Doll''''  enjoyed  it  (as  we  all  did)  and  I 
l^.TT'ned  by  telen'  one  this  mornlnp  that  she  took  no 
harm  from  It . 

"ffle  Impressed  me  most  favorably.  She  Is 
eulte  pretty  and  has  an  ale,  she  is  cool  and  poised 
and  mature  b^vond  her  vears,  which  I fancy  Is  the  case 
vf'  th  most  memV.ers  of  her  Teneratlon  in  'uirope  and  on  the 
continent.  Dh^  has  already  gathered  speed  with  the 
manual  alnhabet,  she  c«n  type  and  she  can  drive  an 
automobile.  She  is  ouick  and  willing  -and  If  she  fulfils 
the  nroml.se  she  now  gives  I think  v<e  can  set  our  minds 
at  rest  on  that  score.  You  and  Dhll  will  probably  .see 
her  before  long,  folly  Is  very  an.xious  to  see  you  both 
and  has  In  mind  a trip  to  '.fashing^ on . I think  1+  v.'ould 
^o  her  .good. 

The  housekeeoer  that  Herbert  brought  n 
while  I was  there  has  turne-^i  out  to  be  wholly  Inade- 
cuate  and  not  worth  training,  but  she  Is  a little  help 
and  will  tl'te  them  over  until  they  cans?  find  someone 
else.  Folly  herself  will  be  able  to  interview  any 
further  prospects. 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  Tlizabeth  Lawrence  s 
analvsVs  of  ’’hil's  stories.  I imagine  1+  is  pretty  much 
what  you  will  get  from  almost  any  general  publisher  and 
I should  say  +h.at  the  only  wav  to  find  out  is  to  keep 
sen'^lng  them  around  . .’''eantlmie  have  Phil  keep  on  writing. 

He  has  unl'iue  material  ought  to  be  on  p.aper.  As 

he  works  with  It  be  may  hit  upon  a scheme  of  his  own 
"or  Joining  the  stories  together,  '.'or  a book  I think 
this  Is  most  Important. 

The  New  vear  will  begin  about  six  hours 
from  now.  I hop  it  will  be  a good  one  for  you  and  Phil 
and  the  re.st  of  the  fa.mlly.  kelth  and  I are  looking 
forward  to  our  meetings  (note  the  plural)  in  New  Hampshire 
next  summ~r. 


Fvor  sincerely. 


Ill  '■  rth  3t . , Oarden  '^Ity 
Janii-'ry  6,  l^^P 


Dan  rest  Poll'',’’, 


I •^bought  you  might  be  intoroatcd  In 
thf'  Inoloned  clipping  Trorn  the  '•’orld-TeleFram.  The 
book  vac  alco  mentlon'’d  on  the  editorial  p'^ge  of  the 
S'-tu'''c'a”'  ^evl-''w  of  Lit ‘i' nature  ^or  thlc  ueek  and  I 
think  VO  ahall  hear  more  and  more  about  it. 

Pay  Smith  dropped  In  to  se^  Veith 
voqt‘='r'^ay  morning  and  them  open+  a long  t'm^^'  ^oi^ther. 
’''a-"-  v;ns  -’own  from  St.  Albans  drumming  up  trade  for 
her  nr“-i3  vhlch  aha  sayn  la  too  big  to  run  economically 
unleaa  ahe  flree  soma  of  her  h°lp  or  gets  more  business. 
■■)-?e  can't  bear  fna>  thought  ^'Irlng  the  bolp,  ao  she 
Is  out  for  more  contracts  and  Keith  Introdiiced  her  to 
soma  of"  the  ;'cSr'’w  Hill  reople  vho , he  thought,  might 
be  helnful.  He  thinks  she  has  developed  Into  a very 
canable  an-’  attractive  voman  which,  as  I reme.rib'=r  it, 
was  ■'’■our  opinion.  I haven't  seen  her  in  years. 

There  Isn't  m.uch  news  here  except  that 
'during  the  pest  v/eek  I've  been  oulte  social  in  a mild 
wa-"-,  catching  up  ’.•;lth  friends  I haven't  seen  since  l"st 
soring,  -■■''i  + h Is  going  to  Brookhaven  tomorrow,  to 
■■Washington  honday  to  meet  with  the  AFC,  soon  after  that 
to  Boston  and  ’Pittsburgh,  and  tnen  I hope  he  can  settle 
down  for  a bit. 

Are  yo\i  t-aklnm  care  of  yourself?  You 

must,  you  knov;. 


Fy  love  to  the  household 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  G^j-rlen  Gltv,  Mew  Vor'k 
J^nuj^ry  7,  19''^9 


Deop  y;p,  Syohn: 


f lri3  Katha''lne  Cornell  may  be 

"'^achad  throu^^h 


Katharine  Cornell  Produotlona  Inc. 

1270  Sixth  Ave. 

Nev/  York  20 

New  York 

She  Is  exproted  to  return  to  this 
country  within  the  next  two  or  three  weeks.  I^all 
reoiilring  her  attention  will  of  course  be  held  fo 
her. 


Very  slneerel’’'  ■''■ours, 


iVr.  D'-vld  ,T . Sachs 
^331  Hollywood  Houlevard 
Hollywood  2P,  California 


Ill  ' ifth  3t.,  Garden  Cltjs  N.Y. 
January  14,  19^9 


■[)(->« rent  Polly, 

It  might  be  th"t  I ought  to  addrens  this  to 
but  the  rxillng  pasrtion  la  strong  In  life  as  In  death 
•’nd  I've  practically  alwava  sent  my  letters  to  the  household 
to  ''OU. 

"thel  was  rlg,ht--no  tickets  for  "Kiss  Ke 
Kate."  This  didn't  disturb  me  too  much  because  I'd  have 
f'elt  guilty  seeing  it  without  ”-ou.  '.v'e'll  try  again  for  a 
n,ot{nee--yau  and  me  and  ^ffle  and  Katharine  Conant  and 
tKel  If  she  vents  to  come,  only  she  might  rather  s'-e  It 
■ ^dle.  Ve'll  talk  abotit  It  when  I :.ee  you.  It's  the 
big  thing  this  season,  .-.eantlme  we  d like  le  to  meet  us 
at  the  harvard  )lub  next  Thursday.  I note  that  e train 
reaches  W w York  from  Weatport  at  5^23.  If  she  v.ould  come 
over  from  that  It  would  bo  i Ine.  We  d hav  time.  If  need 
be,  to  t-’ke  her  bag  to  the  Penn  Station  (subway  ride  Involved) 
to  checl^before  Jim  ar/'lved.  Jim  gets  avay  j rom  his  Job  at^ 
6:00.  He  has  picked  out  a Broadway  Joint  for  dinner  and  we'll 
--0  to  the  Music  Hall  to  see  the  Yockettes  and  the  r^st  of  the 
st^’ye  show  and  make  up  our  minds  after  we  get  there  as  to 
whether  or  not  we  want  to  st^y  for  the  picture.  On  ^-Iday 
IT  the  weather  Is  good  Katharine  and  I will  take  F,f..le  down 
to  see  our  miraculous  Jones  Beach  and.  on  Saturday  v.’e'll  come 
up  to  ’’■ou.  IT  Jake  Is  here  that  vea>k-end  I'll  tuck  him  Into 
a corner  of  the  car.  Keith,  poor  devil,  can't  come.  Jut 
b^  ck  from  Wai5hington  v'her'^  he  had  a session  with  the  Atomic 
' ner ’•'V  0 Q PI ji] 3. 3 a,  1 on , a few  days  before  th'^t  at  the  Brookhaven 
Atomic  Laboratory  on  Long  Island.  La  -t  night  he  and  I had 
d'nner  In  New  ''^ork  with  our  '^rlend,  '^ll/.ab  'th  Lavrence,  whom 
you  know  (Harper  Bros.;  at  which  George  and  Helen  iapashvlly 
v.’ero  rreaent.  It  couldn't  h^ve  b''en  more  deli-htful-- 
K»lth  '-'ould  avree  to  thl",  though  he  was  e'^haustcd  this 
morning.  In  spite  of  tho  f^ct  that  we  got  the  9:03  train 
to  orarden  Tlty.  Next  time  George  and  his  wife  are  In  town 
I hope  to  t'"ke  them  up  to  see  Jo  and  lo  ence  and  one  of 
these  da^rs  I want  you  and  Helen  to  '■eet  him.  iie  Is  a 
-'eorpr.lan-- iusslan  ;ieor,3la--and  yo\i  will  ^'dore  him.  I 11 
bring  his  book  -/hen  I come. 

4s  for  the  corner  stone  business,  I .should 
say  that  It  dep-nds  entirely  upon  how  Helen  feels.  If  she 
Is  too  busy  she  can  throw  It  Into  the  waste  basket  without 
■••.'orry,  hut  If  there  Is  som-  thln^’’  she  wants  to  say,  this  is 
an  opportunity.  noa>sn't  matt‘s''  too  much,  one  way  or  another. 

As  for  Nelson  oubleday' s d^ath,  we'll  talk 
about  that  when  we  are  together.  It  w^ s one  of  those  com- 
nla-t^ly  -.enqoipt}  ; thing, s.  He  was  not  In  any  way  to  blame, 
yo  xmxn ’^nxnxh'jfipscnxndmirm 


bopn  terribly  111  for  a long  time  and  had  been 
obliged  to  undergo  many  operatlona,  inoliidlng  one  that 
roTilrad  the  removal  of  a l\ang.  He  I'^ves  two  ntep 
daughters  who  are  grown  and  two  much  young- r children,  a 
boy  and  a girl.  His  name  stands  at  the  masthead  of  hla 
publishing  company,  but  It  will  b-  many  years  b-fore 
anoth' r Doubleday  Is  at  the  helm. 

I am  depending  upon  the  lawyer  in  California  to 
write  to  Katharine  Cornell.  I gave  him  hor  address  and  he 
seemed  to  be  quite  eager.  I haven't  got  In  touch  with  her. 

More  later  on  everything. 

Meantime,  my  love, 


need  barf  bna-  oaiil  a 'lO^  111  fif»ed  fjnrf  •»!* 

Serlt  eno  sfilBuIoni  .anoitmsqo  osiwfcni;  o;t  b^^i^do 

qeJe  8PVn«i  sH  ,sm/I  « lo  lavomeT  «ifS  be-riursT 
a .ne^bllrio  T“5m/OT[  riot/m  owj  bna  nwons  '^^e  oriw  enetrisueb 
alri  lo  bBod^oaai  '»rfj  stnefa  omen  nIH  .Inis  a bne  •^ocf 
sTolncf  BTBOTt  ^nac  '^cf  IIJw  ^i  )ud  txnaqaoo  anirieildi/q 

• mlexi  odS  &b  rI  T'-rilona 

oi,  alAnolilaO  al  ^»xwaI  ari^  noqu  anibnsqeb  raa  I 
©ri  bna  easnbbij  lerl  oin  avaa  I .IlamoO  oniTari^eJi  a^inw 

.'tqri  liSlw  dauoS  al  )os  i'nevari  I .naaae  ©ilop  od  bemoaB 

♦ B 

.aniri^Tj'isva  no  laJel  anoH 
,avoI  ^ra  .emi^osaM 


I 


1^, 


V 
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Ilirs,  J.K.Henney 
111  - 5th  Street 
harden  City  L.I.  N.Y. 


Dear  Nella; 

Just  a line  to  report  that  Polly  is  day  by  day 
in  every  way  getting  better  and  better.  Back  at  her  desk 
again  in  full  charge,  although  she  is  one  of  the  plastic 
girls,  J make  her  take  everything  easy.  Do  not  know  when 
Effie  will  come,  but  heard  she  will  come  soon  as  possible. 


Dove,  Herbert 


Januiari  24,  l j4‘j 


iolly, 

-ly  oy;  our  it  or  ie  in  ‘i,ho  shop  £ for  closning 
and  i don't  do  to  in  opurt’\ing  this  oig  volrus  of 

Loilh's.  i O' n't  LairiiC  on  i i.. 

e iitci  such  3 Icvoly  day  with  you.  i olv;ays  do 
and  so  doos  i^therino  and  i sx  sc  glad  thri,  Jim  hod  the 
■ rivilogo  of  doing  \»i  Lh  you.  He  aoT'rociatod  it  in  every 
poesi'olo  voy.  He  is  a runork.ablo  boy,  not  yet  ad.iueted'to 
tho  pusiness  vorld,  not  yet  euro  v;hat  career  he  vill  choose. 

I thinic  it  ought  to  be  vi  th  pcoplo--i  have  never  .tn  wn  any- 
one eiceot  -ielen  vho  is  so  instantly  ct  home  'vi  Lh  all  sorts 
of  i.eooie.  Jertha  adores  him  arjc  some  of  our  iobeoco  H(^ad 
neigh'.  ors  in  Juv  Hanrshiro  absolutely  V(orahip  him.  Ke  comes 
of  e ' ong  line  of  distinguished  ministers  end  scho la rs- -one 
of  his  great  uncles  v&s  the  world  authority  on  ilante  during 
his  lifetime,  o oj^toct  grea:  things  of  Jim.  eonetimes  whon 
yo'u  see  hi  .i  in  a crcvjd  yea  tninK.  he  is  detochod  an,  wlthdrfwn 
b'..  t his  eyes  are  everywhere  and  he  never  mietee  a trich.  He 
had  a brilliant  record  at  Harvard  and  I have  never  seen  a 
let  t of  mo  jory  — eACo.jt  in  Helun--to  oo  arere  v/i  h iri_-  va-y  he 
pic<ced  u-  the  manual  al-habet  yosterdsy  aftex'Uoon.  (.'n  no  ’’ay 
home  he  s«  id  it  vas  cony  because  it  wns  a m^. thing  ho  '-cni  od  to 
do,  but  1 don't  ^.hi.'iit  it  vuild  have  bem  that  easy  for  any- 
one else-  al'i'/ ye  orcooting  HoJ  on  . 

1 can't  tell  you  how  m.ich  vc  n.ioyec  having 
uffie  V th  r.s.  it  freshened  our  own  oy , s in  1 ohing  et  our- 
oelvuS  atiu  our  u o .ntry . i've  eUtsys  I vac  taking  newcomers 
or. end  \no  city,  OACoot  th-..-  uind  that  tilt  their  noses  up 
ueL'i'een  their  eyes  and  look  only  at  it.  Jffie  van  not  in  the 
farthest  degree  liioe  th.vt.  if  she  s om 'orressed  by  the  r.ay 
we  gav.iLed--onc  gavK.  ve  die — she  tiovor  shoved  it.  i felt  very 
harpy  tea  t tno  oleaeure  was  reserved  for  me  of  owing  with  her 
in  n.r  firuu  ccn.nct  with  our  great  city- -I  mean  the 
cncra  c.  uri.  E t Ic  night  life  of  our  great  city,  ohe  saw  the 
garish  side.  _a t iKghv  '.'o  1 s our  ’.'a;;  coming  down  and  found 
ourselves  on  tr.a  Henry  Hudson  .'arkvroy  vilsich  bro’ight  us  dovn 
the  left  side  of  '.he  rivor  ’•  I * h Itoj  lights  mcuin,g  a lace-work 
of  l oetry  before  us.  [ ''ont  Hffio  to  boceme  the  best  damn 
driver  in  Jonnectic.J  e so  that  she  can  give  7/ou  and  Helen 
the  simile,  mir-'.  c il  r-.us  rleaucros  Ihrt  you  can  hrve  noroly  by 
;;etting  into  the  car  and  driftin.  along.  It  Is  very  different 
from  (Outing  into  ihe  cur  and  tryinc  to  fight  traffic.  I 
want  you  to  see  the  city  at  night,  [ wan!  you  to  al;  ng 

Jones  .loach  '»  l th  h-,  salt  • i nd.  cloving  through  your  hair 
vhile  the  sand  ina.tos  veils  over  the  coast  in  front  of  u. 
ih^,^e  i s Sc  much  I vu  nt  for  .V'.ul 

.(-11  the  while  that  .-.fi'ic  was  hero  J .-:opt 
thinking  of  you,  .oily,  oineo  i have  kno'’n  y u and  by  new 
tiiat  is  n long  ti  :o  v.e  have  novor  her  on  op  ortiinity  to 


•ZtSt'-yy^ 


lose  oursolvaH  in  ohu  vulgar  throng  "ithout  Iho  laaBt  ofira 
for  outvard  sppoar^-ncas.  I do  it  constantly  vith  othor  raople 
but  novar  '‘.i  th  you.  Holon  is  alwsyB  there  one  we  must  thlni  of 
hor.  .his  in  our  Tloosuro  and  our  very  hit^  oriviloge,  but 
i i,  does  hurt  mu  somotimus  that  you  c»  n*t  .lu.t  drop  everything 
el  CO  and  hick;  tho  chandelier  tho  - ay  the  reel  of  ns  can. 

ng  0 you  and  norbort  and  I docidod  Iho  order  in  which 
we  had  to  conk  out.  .ho  Echedulo  has  not  changed.  Helen  must 
go  first,  .hat  ’.rill  roluoeo  ,vou.  You  can  thon  do  as  you  'ororse. 

I'd  like  Herbert  to^go  next  if  he  docan't  mind  booouse  tho  .lob 
I have  to  do  can't  bo  done  without  hi.m.  Hu  von't  denond  upon 
.me  nearly  so  much  as  I shell  depone  upon  him.B.ying,  in  itself, 
i.  don't  mind,  out  1 can't  got  on  ^’^i  th  it  until  Horoert  has 
gone  over  ov.;rything  with  mo.  nco  ha  has  dono  that  ho  c«n 
liva  to  be  lyr)  years  old  for  all  I cara  t rid  if  ho  wants  to. 

It  Qoesn't  moio  too  all-fired  much  difforonco  about  us,  but  rith 
ycu.  rol''y,  it  does.  Helen' s life  is  ovor  vhen  .you  l^avo  her. 

The  flov  f sym»>athy  aatv.een  you  cannot  bo  replaced,  and  thr  t 
flow  is  so  important  in  your  c.'ntoats  • ith  tho  rust  of  the  vorld. 
•.hat  i B ■:  leading  uo  to  is  that  ycu  mast  tsxo  care  of  y-urself. 

.,0  are  all  on  a tight-rope,  out  vho  x*opo  will  hold  ns  long  f s you 
are  there,  uo  one  else  is  essential.  ■.  voly  ac  yesterday  was,  I 
felt  that  we  hod  crossed  tho  line,  uaeots  for  lunch  and  fr 
cocktails  are  2-mutch  las  x>rtemu8  .,arct  used  to  say/  for  one  cay, 
lease  don' o do  it  again. 

I feel  that,  w.o  are  all  v«ry  fort.rnnte  in  having  iffio. 

-hero  aro  so  many  things  that  she  can  do,  but  .h..  ultimi’ie  thing, 
too  inportaiii,  iaing,  no  one  can  ao  but  oily  xhomson.  .'ho  only 
oo,1oci.ion  i had  yestorcoy  was  that  ve  did  net  h;  va  ti.me  enough  to 
talk.  .J.rrd  of  si,e.mB  to  .ne  that  maybe  I be.  , or  come  tin  and  srend 
a night  with  you  on  ihu  couch  in  Lite  "office'  that  i earmarked 
for  myself. 


xi  u any  raio,  you  and  lioroert  and  Helen  rjiow  that  I cm 
here,  that  i love  you,  and  that  i am  reedy  to  bo  used. 


ihauK.  you  for  yecterdey  and  for  an  a ful  lot  el  re 


Ill  Firth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
January  27,  19^9 


Dearest  Folly, 


The  LADIFG  HOMF  JOURNAL  would  be  the 
finest  possible  place  for  Helen  to  appear  v/lth  her 
story  of  the  •.■;ork  In  Japan.  It  is  away  out  In  front 
amonp,  the  women's  magazines  In  circulation,  nrestlge, 
and  adyertlslng.  I should  like  to  be  In  on  the  Infer- 
ylew  so  that  v/e  can  all  haye  clearly  In  mind  the 
kind  of  article  .Visa  Splint  hopes  to  get.  So  let's 
m-^ke  It  the  iiaryard  Club  and  make  It  a time  when  I 
am  free.  That  would  be  practically  any  time.  I'j 
engap-emonts  are  few.  And  the  dear  I.ord  knows  that  Just 
now  I am  .■zl-^d  enough  to  get  out  of  this  house.  V,'e 
are  redecorating.  That's  bad  enough  anywhere,  but  In 
a place  this  slze--whoops 1 

I am  sending  the  ’JHG'S  'JHO  sketch 
direct  w'lth  a few  additions  and  I •^m  mailing  to  you 
the  book  for  Judge  Kaxwell. 

Some  day  when  Helen  is  in  for  a long 
siege  at  the  dentist's  let  me  know.  I'll  come  In  and 
we 'll  sit  on  the  sidelines  and  talk. 

I hope  your  manifold  household  Is 
molding  Itself  Into  a harmonious  unit. 

My  love. 


Garfien  City,  Np>w  York 
J^nunry  31,  19^*9 


j)porost  Polly, 


V/hllf’  tho  house  is  upsot  vlth  the  re- 
decorstlns  I h'-^ve  decided  to  upset  it  still  further  by 
poing  throu-yh  fll-^s  thst  I have  not  looked  at  in  years. 
Some  of  the  thlnas  belong  with  you  and  I a:n  sending 
now  a batch  which  will  Interest  you  very  much. 

1.  A copy  of  Teacher's  letter  to  Mr,  Migel 
in  1930.  How  much  it  sounds  like  the  memorandum  I wrote 
in  194P; 

2.  John  liacy's  early  letters  to  Helen, 
some  other  letters  by  him  and  other  items  concerning 
him.  Also  some  of  Helen's  lr>a  + e lette’-s  to  him. 

3.  '^craes  about  the  child's  hook  th'^t 
Teacher  once  planned.  There  is  not  much  her®,  but  when 
Helen  gets  at  the  mpq^her  book  sh®  might  find  it  useful. 

4.  Clippings  th®t  Teacher  saved  while  I 
was  ®t  'work  on  the  book  about  her.  They  s®e  helter- 
skelter,  of  couT’se,  but  very  revealing.  There  is  not 
one  th®t  do®3  not  ha.^e  a 3ug;^eatlvo  thought,  a good 
taking-off  nolnt  for  more  thinking.  How  characteristic 
of  her  this  was  and  how  valuable  to  Helen.  It  kept 
Helen  in  a ferment  of  new  ideas  and  Inspired  her  into  new 
ways  of  exnressing  the  same  old  things.  In  the  reorganlza 
tion  of  the  household  I hope  it  can  be  arranged  so  that 
practlcallv  your  v;hole  time  Is  devoted  to  this  kind  of 
thing.  Helen's  mind  is  hungry,  it  needs  stimul®tlon 

and  the  best  way  for  her  to  get  it  is  in  contact  and 
clash  ’-.Ith  other  minds.  I know  vou  will  en.ioy  these 
snippets  and  will  remember  a number  of  them. 

As  1 continue  with  the  sorting  there  may 
be  other  things  to  send  vou,  but  I shan't  wait  because 
I never  know  v;nen  I am  going  to  be  Interrupted.  I do 
want  to  see  vou. 


My  love  forever. 


Ill  Fifth  Stroet,  Garden  City,  ^lev  York 


4-'^'  ' 

4- 


Deerest  ?olly. 


By  the  time  this  reaches  you,  you  vlll 
no  doubt  have  heard  through  some  other  source  that 
Jo  Bavidson  Is  very  sick.  He  was  stricken  last  Friday 
with  an  attack  which  Florence  described  as  angina,  not 
a heart  attack.  He  did  not  appear  at  his  party  and 
Florence,  who  carried  on  magnificently,  said  that  she 
felt  sure  that  he  would  get  over  it  soon,  but  Flaherty 
told  Keith  that  ho  had  damn  near  passed  cut.  They  had' 
him  In  an  oxygen  tent  for  a while.  Jo  Is  a nott.'er' v ho 
has  bod  his  warning.  Putting  this  togetlier  with  the 
condition  that  he  was  in  the  day  T bad  lunch  '-tth  them, 

I don't  see  how  he  can  ever  be  very  active  '’gain. 

It  was  a beautiful  na.rty — the  houne  -was 
lovely  and  Florence  showed  great  skill  pg  i-ontess  In 
keening  it  tray  and  lively  with  the.  master  In  bed  up- 
st'>lr3.  I know  she  Is  a weary  woman  this  morning.  Lila 
Howard  was  helping  her  and  the  boy,  Dexter  Jones;  . annv 
was  at  the  door — she  wanted  to  know  how  you  a'^d  Helen 
were — and  there  were  two  cloak  room  attendants.  The 
bar  ond_ -ndl'-ss  canapes  were  in  the  stu^tlo  and  throngs 
of  peep  Ip-  were  coming.  It  was  exactly  what  jo  would 
have  loved  and  I am  sor-r”  he  missed  It.  ’ oith  and  I did 
stay  long.  If  it  nad  not  been  for  tnls  Atomic 
Fnergy  Commission  consultant  business,  wVilch  is  taking  a 
lot  out  of  him,  we'd  have  hung  ar'ound  a bit  longer  in  the 
hope  of  catching  a gllmuse-of  Fthel  =nd  Fddie. 

I am  Inclosing  a letter  from  .Helen’s 
relative  the  Conteosa  and  my  reply. 

The  decorating  job  is  moving  forward  but 
It  will  be  several  weeks  before  w<=  are  back  to  notTniPl. 
^f'^le  must  come  again  when  things  are  prettied  up. 


My  lo'’e  to  you  all. 
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Ill  Fifth  nt . , narrien  nity,  N.y. 
FRbr’jr-ry  P,  19^9 


Dearest  Polly, 


It  vas  a very  dlvertlnp-.  evenlnj^-,  from 
which  several  conclusions  may  be  drawn. 

First,  I think  you  are  accelerating  your 
pace  too  fast.  I didn't  like  the  glitter  In  your  eves 
last  night. 


Second,  there  Is  no  reason  for  bringing 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Katharine  Cornell  together.  He  has 
nothing  to  offer  except  the  Idea  and  the  idea  has 
already  been  had  and  has  been  talked  over  wltt-  some  of 
the  big  studios  and  with  at  least  one  of  the  major 
directors.  Joe  Is  very  persuasive  when  he  talks,  like 
another  Jo  that  I might  mention;  and  you  can  see  the 
picture  grow  before  your  eyes.  The  reality  Is  not,  and 
will  no+ , be  like  that.  His  fantasy  of  Helen  with 
handsome  cars  and  chauffeurs  and  pearls  and  fur  coats 
Is  one  that  would  be  exceedingly  repugnant  to  Helen's 
admirers.  His  daughter  did  you  both  Immense  harm  In 
that  little  sortie  of  hers.' Your  best  bet  for  the 
future,  however  hard  It  may  be  for  you  to  accent.  Is 
th®  'foundation  and  the  Trustees.  What  I hope  Is  that 
thev  v;lll  make  nermanent  the  arrangement  tb^t  thev  have 
made  for  this,  year  only  and  when  you  hove  an  opportu’nlty 
T hope  you  will  talk  with  Amelia  °bout  It.  ' 

'third  . I think  It  might  be  very 
Interesting  to  let  Joe  follow  up  the  Billy  hose  lead. 

If  hose  took  fire  something  very  attractive  might  come 
of  It , but  do  not  expect  him  to  cut  short  his  world 
tour  to  come  home  and  look  af ter  It.  And  don't  go  to 
the  Diamond  Hor.seohoe  \vj  thout  sending  a scout  ahead  to 
see  what  It  Is  like.  I've  never  been  there  and  all  I 
know  is  that  it  l-s  one  of  Broadway's  more  garish  spots. 
Might  be  a place  for  Helen  to  stav  away  from.  If  you 
have  a chance  look  at  Billy  Rose's  book,  "■.'ine,  ..omen, 
and  W'ords."  It  will  give  vou  .an  Idea  of  the  man, 
though  Carmen  Jones,  w'hloh  I am  sorry  you  did  not  see, 
would  aive  vou  a better  one.  I think  Fqtharlne  Cornell 
should  he  told  abo\it  this  and  about  Joe  I,‘=wls. 

There  Is  no  way  to  hurry  things.  The 
Idea  for  the  picture  Is  kicking  around  the  studios  and 
th'^  right  person  to  keep  after  It  Is  i.atrar’ine.  This 
h^s  no  connection  v;lth  anvthlnp-  tha+  Blllv  Rose  might 
do . 


I am  v'^ry  anxlotua  to  see  the  Jap'’nc.se 
movie.  The  tlm^s  that  I have  seen  Helen  on  the  screen 


hnve  br?cn  too  encourqglng,  so  miioh  of  hpr  sopoal 

K93  loot.  The  '.•'oundatlon  could  icske  a picture  of  her 
routine  Kt  homo  i-t:d  ought  to  do  it.  It  would  have 
great  hlsXoricel  value  and  could  be  shown  in 
3chool3  evXrywhrfX'o , but  there  would  be  no  money/in  it. 

\ ' y 

^:^ourth.'.  I think  it  not  worth  while  foiyfielen  to 

sit  for  the  Cihriaty  icortrait.  V.'e  wouldn't  >fny  of  us 
like  it--exceTO  maybe  Joe.  / 

hifth.  I IMnk  Tf'^ie  ought  to  gq/about  her 
nat uralization  tm;  simplest  wcy.  It /Is  not  good  for 
Helen  to  ask  persc^al  favors.  It  g^es  a bad  impj'esslon 
I t»ll  you  these  things,  Polly,  i^cause  I hear  them. 
There  is  an  immigratX^on'  or-^ice  ^ar  you  and  all  she  has 
+ 0 do  is  to  go  there  make  ^ declaration  of 
intention.  It  v;ill  coot  her  '?'t , I believe,  but  by  all 
means  go  to  see  LenoreXI  tl\iuik  it  will  do  you  good. 
Helen,  o^  necessity,  ha  A tq*'osk  ao  much  o^  ^o  many 
people  for  the  support  oS^er  blind  »nd  deaf-blind 
that  ne-esonal  reeuosts  kept  at  an  absolute 

minimum;  it  makes  peoulo/'  tXlnk  that  she  is  alv/ayc  a 
bog^ar.  If  there  were  ahy  d'5.fficulty  about  keeping 
"■f'-f’ie  here,  it  would  ^ a different  story,  but  there 
isn't.  You  know  thatyf  want  X<^u  both  to  have  all  the 
money  you  can  get  at)Q  tliat  I yould  steal  it  for  you 
if  T coTiId  and  tha^  I want  yoi‘i  to  have  all  the  comfort 
you  can  have,  butynelnn  has  alVUays  advocated  tne  simple 
life  and  has  clawed  that  she  wji^nted  no  favors  beyond 
those  granted  tgr  ordinary  people\  This  is  true,  but  she 
must  act  the  w^v  she  talks.  You  both  need  more  contact 
thah  you  havey  or  than  you  can  get.,,  with  tjooplc  who 
really  live  jjlmple  lives.  I don't  know  a single  friend 
you  have  whq  does,  and  I include  myself,  a for- 
according  to  my  own  standards,  whlcri\  T admit  are  not 
very  grand! loquent , I am  up  .among  th(\  well-to-d o . I am 
not  criticizing,  Polly,  but  you  and  Helen  are  thro-A-n 
so  much  with  the  extremes  of  wealth  anX  poverty  t'nat 
it  is  he.rd  for  -rou  to  remember  tiie  erreXb  middle  claas-- 
the  forvo*ten  men — who  constitute  the  greater  part  ol 
our  nopulatlon.  Thev  adore  Helen,  as  whio'^oes  d not”  — 
and  -they  f°ei  that  she  is  one  of  tnem. 


have  rot  been  too  encouraRlng,  no  much  of  her  aopeal 
was  lo^t.  The  ,'^c mdatlon  could  make  a rlcture  of  h°r 
routine  at  Arcar  ivldge  and  oupht  to  do  It.  It  would 
help  'enormously  in  their  campaigns,  I should  think 
and  would  be  shown  in  schools  evervwhere,  but  there 
v.'ould  be  no  money  in  it. 

Fourth.  I think  it  not  worth  while  for  Helen  to 
sit  for  the  Christy  portrait.  <>e  ’wouldn't  any  of  us 
like  lt--except  possibly  Joe. 


'’Ifth.  I think  Fffle  ought  to  go  about  h^'r 
naturalization  the  simplest  way.  Of  necessity  Helen 
must  ask  so  much  of  so  many  people  for  the  support  of 
her  blind  and  blind-deaf  that  v^hen  porsonei  reaues'’'s 
are  added,  it  gives  a bad  impression.  I t=li  vou 
these  things,  Polly,  because  I near  them.  If  th'^re 
were  any  difficulty  about  k'='epins;  Kffle,  it  vrould  be 
a different  story,  but  there  lsn''t.  All  she  has  to  do 
1?  to  go  to  the  nea’-est  Immigration  o-^flce — th°>-e  must 
be  one  in  Bridgeport --and  file  a declaration  of  Intent. 
It  w'ili  cost  her  s;3»  I bSll'eve,  and  she  rr.’jst  have 
two  ’witnesses.  I should  be  very  happy  to  be  one  of 
her  witnesses,  but  I think  it  would  be  more  convenient 
if  you  got  thorn  In  the  nelRhborhood . Put  do  go  down 
to  see  Lenore.  It  will  be  good  for  vou. 


Sixth.  You  will  be  very  much  interested  in  the 
box  of  express  that  starts  towards  you  this  alt- moon 
when  vou  have  time  to  look  at  it.  In  going  thro'jgh  my 
files  I was  so  ti-anKful  that  some  of  the  things  w’ers 
here  Instead  of  at  Arcan  Ridge  at  the  time  of  the 
fire:  Helen's  let  + ers  to  you;  the  few  l-'tters  of 
Teacher  s that  survived  from  the  earlv  days;  Teacher's 
sayings,  which  I think  will  be  of'  great  use  to 
Helen;  the  pictures  made  at  the  time  of  the  television 
show  at  the  McGraw-nill  Dldg.  ; the  l-^tter  from 
Rvangellne  Booth;  the  Rescue  Shin  storv;  and  some 
other  items. 


Seventh  and  on  uo 
07^  YOTTrovl’t, 


to  seventy  million: 


TAKR  CARE 


I 


Mv  love  to  the  household,  as  al-ways. 


Ill  "Ifth  3t.,  Crarfien  City, 

•obruary  9»  19''+9 


r. 


Lear  OAF, 


I am  no  help. 


iilciht  beior-e  last  I aaw  lielcn  Keller.  3he 
haj  no  recollection  of  anything^  she  ever  wrote 
called  TEATAM'l'iT  Or  lAliO  and  I could  find  no  reference 
to  It  'rpsterdey  ’./hen  I ran  through  the  catalog  at  the 
KYOL  on  42  ot . It  .oust  be  something  tnat  was  published 
in  England  under  .1  different  name. 


'’^Z  S^R”At^D  v/ao  publisiied  by  a young  man 
who  held  the  copyright,  committed  suicide,  and  left 
all  his  property  to  his  mother.  The  old  l°dy  refused 
to  turn  it  over  to  rielen.  I don't  knov;  where  she  is 
eow,  but  you  might  get  in  touch  with  her  through 
Helen's  sister: 


Yrs.  vrarren  Tyson 
743  "elder  Ave. 
f.ontgornery 
Alabama 

The  person  you  v/ent  is  Leslie  Yulenwider's 
mother  and  you  can  explain  that  it  is  in  connection 
with  the  copyright  of  VfE  BERLAVEP. 

That  was  a,  lovely  visit  with  you  on  Saturday. 
I'm  always  so  glad  vhien  Vlnlfred  comes,  not  only 
because  I am  always  so  happy  to  see  her  but  also 
because  lier  ari’ival  never'  fails  tc  bi'lng  me  in  con- 
tact with  other  friends. 


I am  still  not  receiving  at  111  Fifth.  I y 
decorator  wants  me  to  get  swans  and  lily  "pods"  for- 
the  bathroom.  L'elladay,  the  time  will  come  wh-'^n  rie'll 
be  tiiroijgh.  I hope  to  be  alive  when  it  gets  here. 


Affectionately, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
February  18,  19if9 


Dearest  Polly, 


There  Is  no  reason  why  Helen  should  go  to 
this  Crowell-Collier  thing  unless  she  happens  to  want  to. 
The  use  of  atomic  energy  there  is  not  significant  and  I 
don't  believe  Helen  has  any  personal  connection  with  any 
one  in  the  firm. 


I am  counting  the  days  to  the  25th.  Will 
Hffie  be  with  us  and  shall  I call  Elsa  and  ask  if  she  can 
join  us?  With  her  business  as  active  as  it  is,  she  wouldn't 
bo  able  to  say  until  the  last  minute,  but  I'd  like  to  know 
about  Sffie  because  of  the  reservations.  I'll  telephone  you 
early  next  week. 


Keith  got  back  from  Washington  last  night. 
Saw  a good  many  of  the  big-wigs  and  I hope  to  hoar  more 
about  it  tonight.  He  left  for  Ny  this  morning,  as  usual. 
Always  so  glad  to  get  him  out  of  the  house  during  these 
trying  days  of  redecoration.  At  the  end  of  one  day  this 
week  I felt  like  running  around  on  all  fours  and  howling 
like  a dog. 


My  love  to  the  household. 


Ill  Fifth  5;t.,  Gardon  City,  N.Y. 
February  21,  19^9 


Dearest  Folly, 

I am  returnln?  the  letters  from  the  Palestine 
Lighthouse.  It  Is  a nice  compliment  to  Helen  and  well- 
deserved.  I am  also  returning  the  letter  from  Frs.  Oasy-- 
vou  may  want  It  for  the  files. 

The  Inclosed  on  Cybernetics  may  Interest  you. 

I do  not  want  It  back. 

It  Is  possible  thnt  I may  go  to  Georgia  about 
three  weeks  from  now.  I hadn't  Intended  to  go  until  Ann's 
'•.aster  vacation,  but  If  Keith  has  to  go  back  to  Washington  I 
may  skip  on  down  to  Dublin  at  the  same  time.  e both  need  to 
get  out  of  this  hideously  upset  house.  Our  temperamental 
decorator  won't  let  anyone  help  him  and  I am  afraid  we  may  be 
In  for  about  another  month  of  camping  hand  to  mouth  before 
we  get  rid  of  him. 

I shall  telephone  you  later  In  the  day. 


My  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y, 
■Yarch  6,  19^9 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  sending  you  a copy  of  the 
letter  that  I am  mailing  to  Bob.  Use  your  own 
Judgment  as  to  whether  or  not  to  show  it  to  Effle; 

It  follows  the  line  that  I used  on  'rlday  when  I saw 
her.  What  surprised  me  most  was  that  she  had  not 
sensed  the  lack  of  comoatlbility  betv/een  her  and 
Helen;  she  was  nuite  startled  when  I pointed  It  out. 
This  must  somehow  be  made  clear  to  her.  Perhaps  It 
is  now,  but  It  certainly  struck  her  as  a brand  new 
Idea  last  week. 

The  clipping  Is  from  the  editorial 
page  of  the  Saturday  Review  of  Literature.  You  and 
Helen  may  already  knov/  all  about  It,  but  I thought 
you  would  be  interested  In  the  Rev.  Tanimoto's 
letter. 


Let  things  slide,  Polly.  Don't  let 
the  Effle  situation  disturb  you.  I feel  sure  that 
It  will  not  be  many  days  before  she  reaches  her 
decision. 

I 111  talk  with  you  before  you  get 
this.  My  love  goes  with  It, 


J ! 


Ill  t-'llth  St.,  aar:5en  City,  New  Vork 
Kerch  6,  19^9 


Dear  Sob, 


I want  you  and  Isabel  to  have  as 
cle'’r  a picture  as  distance  and  the  limits  of 
huT.an  Intercourse  permit  of  the  situation  at 
Arcnn  Ridge.  Yo\a  will  h^ve  to  got  It  from 
various  sources;  all  I can  do  Is  to  tell  you 
how  It  seems  to  me. 

In  one  sense  of  the  word  there  Is  no 
n^ed  t'or  reconciliation.  There  has  never  been 
a fusion,  and  for  this  reason  there  has  never 
been  a break.  Polly  and  Effle  are  fundamentally 
so  antagonistic  that  harmony  between  them  Is 
out  of  the  question.  This  Is  the  fault  of  no 
one,  but  this  Is  how  It  Is. 

Even  If  Polly  v/ere  not  present,  the 
state  of  affairs  would  be  essentially  the  same. 
Effle  and  nelen  get  along  very  pleasantly,  but 
there  Is  no  spark,  no  flow,  no  community  of 
Interest,  hhen  they  talk  It  is  chit-chat  and 
not  discussion  of  things  that  profoundly  miatter 
to  either  of  them.  If  they  ever  did  enter  Into 
such  discussions  I think  they  would  find  them- 
selves as  far  apart  as  as  “ffle  and  Polly  are. 
Subconsciously  1 believe  they  both  recognize 
this  and  avoid  bringing  It  Into  the  open.  As  we 
cxnress  It  In  this  country,  Kffle  and  Helen 
haven't  "clicked." 

'•'or  Helen  and  Folly  this  Is  sad;  for 
Effle  It  may  be  fortvma'e  Indeed.  Effle' s 
temperament  and  training  have  fitted  her  for  a 
normal  life,  I think  few  neople  realize  how 
extremel3r  abnormal  life  Is  at  Arcan  ICldge. 

While  E^fie  Is  there  she  Is  cut  off  from  the 
wholesome  contacts  which  at  her  age  are  so 
Important,  exceot  as  she  goes  out  and  finds 
them;  and  when  she  finds  them  they  are  apt  to 
be  in  conflict  with  the  Interests  and  duties 
which  Helen's  position  demands  of  the  rest  of 
the  household,  b'or  example,  Helen  and  ;ollv  are 
obliged  to  remain  aloof  from  purely  local 
affairs.  More  than  fifty  years  ago  Teacher 
learned  that  this  had  to  be,  else  uelen's 
strength  would  be  so  drained  off  that  she  would 
have  none  left  for  the  task  that  no  one  can  do 


2 


as  well  as  she;  making  the  broad,  basic  appeals 
for  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind. 
Helen's  afflictions  Impose  this  condition.  If 
she  could  work  faster  and  with  less  expenditure 
of  effort  she  could  take  community  efforts  In 
her  stride,  but  she  can't  and  that's  that. 

The  sy8tem--or  rather  the  lack  of  system-- 
by  which  Helen  and  Polly  work  Is  calculated  to 
drive  Hffle  mad;  It  would  drive  me  mad  If  I 
allowed  myself  to  be  bothered  by  It.  The  system 
was  established  many  years  ago  by  a half-blind 
woman  and  Polly  did  not  try  to  reform  It,  which 
In  any  event  would  have  been  Impossible;  she 
moved  Into  It  and  made  It  her  own.  It  seems  a 
miracle  that  so  many  fine  things  come  out  of  It, 
but  (Effle  would  agree  to  this)  the  fact  Is  that 
they  do.  After  all  these  years  Helen  could  not 
work  In  comfort  any  other  way;  Effle  would  never 
be  happy  working  like  that. 

Effle  (I  am  giving  my  Impression)  Is 
sensible,  orderly,  efficient.  She  operates 
orlmarlly  through  her  Intelligence,  Helen  and 
Polly  primarily  through  their  emotions.  Effle 
may  go  too  far  in  one  direction,  Helen  and 
Polly  In  the  other;  but  much  of  Helen's  power 
and  Influence  rises  from  the  very  Intensity  of 
her  feeling.  Here  again  Is  a basic  difference 
In  temperament. 

In  the  household  Effle  Is  the  only  one 
that  Is  not  a quivering  bundle  of  nerves. 
Naturally  Effle  attributes  this  to  Polly,  but 
It  Is  not  Polly's  fault.  Herbert  was  born  with 
every  nerve  end  exposed.  Helen's  would  be  the 
same'  If  Polly  did  not  recap  them  every  day  of 
her  life. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Polly  Is  not 
well.  This  sharpens  every  point  of  conflict  and 
the  Issues  being  what  they  are,  I think  the 
sooner  Effle  gets  out  of  the  hous-  the  better  for 
all  concerned.  Otherwise  everybody  Is  going  to 
be  sick,  Effle  Included.  I would  bring  her  here 
at  once,  where  sne  would  be  much  more  convenient! 
located  for  looking  around  the  city,  but  we  are 
going  through  the  trials  of  a complete  redecora- 
ting Job  which  was  overdue  when  the  '.-^ar  began 
and  there  la  not  a comfortable  room  In  the  house 
at  the  moment. 


' ulte  naturally,  now  thrit  she  I3  hore,  Rffle 
wishes  to  see  more  of  the  American  way  of  life, 
even  to  the  point  of  learning  thoroughly  whether 
or  not  she  would  like  to  become  one  of  U3.  On 
•tlday  she  and  I went  to  the  American  society  of 
Physiotherapists  and  to  the  British  Bureau  of 
Information.  V.’e  found  out  that  she  can  stay  as 
long  as  she  pleases  without  any  trouble  on  visas 
or  passports.  I'e  learned  certain  things  about 
salaries,  living  conditions,  etc.,  and  ^ffle  Is 
going  to  begin  on  .Vondoy  to  look  for  a Job.  lolly 
will  Introduce  her  to  the  doctors  that  have  been 
looking  after  her  and  Helen  e<'  ' fffle  knows  that 
Polly  Is  anxious  to  help  her  li.  every  way  she  can. 
I hone  that  Kffle  Is  also  aware  that  of  all  the 
heartaches  that  have  grown  out  of  the  situation 
Polly's  Is  the  greatest,  and  I do  not  forget  th^t 
voxjrs  and  Isabel's  are  not  the  least.  But  It  Is 
Polly  who  feels  the  burden  and  the  responsibility. 

I'j  one  comfort  Is  that  we  are  all  decent 
people  trying  to  find  a solution  to  an  unhappy 
problem.  I know  we  shall  find  it.  yffle  Is 
capable  and  Independent  and  she  makes  friends 
easily.  I feel  sure  that  the  time  v. ill  come  when 
3he--arid  you  and  Isabel--wlll  reach  the  conclusion 
that  her  escape  from  the  tangles  and  tensions  of 
Arcan  Kldge  was  one  of  the  luckiest  things  that 
ever  happened  to  her.  Devoted  as  I am  to  every 
member  of  tne  household,  I have  always  known  that 
I could  not  live  with  them--though  more  than  once 
this  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  people  who  love 
them  as  much  as  I do. 

Ve  none  of  us  have  reason  to  be  worried 
about  ’'\fflp.  Bhe  will  make  her  way--and  It  will 
be  a good  way.  '^ou  know,  and  she  knows,  that  I 
om  here  to  be  called  uoon. 


Affect  Iona  t«=ly 


Karch  23,  19^9 


D<=arpst  1 oily. 


I li-wo  Just  8ont  out  two  spftclftl  ollvor’y  lottpfs  on© 
to  Katharlnr  Cornell,  one  to  Amelia.  If  the  Foundation  had  any'  ’ 
Imagination  It  would  latch  on  to  those  photographs  lor  display  over 
and  over  again.  Altogether  I think  they  are  the  best  pictorial 
representation  ever  made  of  Helen  and,  aa  I said  to  Katharine,  I am 
not  sure  but  that  they  are  the  best  representation  ever  made  of  her  In 
any  medium. 


General  Sams'  letter  to  Rockefeller  Is  excellent.  On  this 
we  can  but  wait  the  event. 

Can't  you  put  off  f rs . Remington  for  a while,  pleading 
the  work  that  has  piled  up  In  your  absence?  If  so,  you  may  not  have 
to  see  her. 

Helen  may  wish  to  make  a statement  on  LARA.  The  organiza- 
tions Involved  are  top-notch  and  I know  they  would  be  helped  by  what 
she  says,  but  she  must  say  It  In  her  own  way.  This  depends  upon  time 
and  energy.  The  two  of  you  will  have  to  decide,  but  In  the  meantime 
Helen  can  ot  possibly  put  this  thing  out  under  her  name. 

This  Talladega  School  Is  something  else.  If  you  will 
look  Into  your  file  under  "Hobbs"  I think  you  will  find  the  letters 
I wrote  on  the  subject,  '.-'hlle  you  and  H^en  were  away  I was  very  cagy. 

Vihen  I talked  with  you  we  all  agreed,  as  I remember  It,  that  there 
were  no  circumstances  under  which  Helen  could  give  her  name  to  an 
Institution  unless  she  was  actively  concerned  with  Its  direction, 

that  this  decision  was  made  during  the  lifetime  of  her  teacher  and  was 

Irrevocable.  This  preacher  is  now  trying  to  get  around  me  (and  you 

and  Helen)  through  the  family.  He  comes  forward  with  a very  st  ong 

sentimental  appeal,  but  this  Is  the  sort  of  thing  that  Helen  has  always 
stood  out  against  and  I see  no  reason  v;hy  she  should  weaken  now.  If 
she  had  time,  which  she  has  not,  to  direct  the  activities  of  the 
Talledega  school.  It  might  be  different.  Ky  personal  feeling  Is  thst 
she  ought  to  duck  out  completely,  as  she  always  has  In  nlmll-  r cases, 
and  tell  the  man  that  ’.'hlle  his  Instltulon  may  be  wonderful  and  In 
accord  with  all  the  best  modern  practices  she  cannot  allow  It  to  go 
out  un'^r  her  own  name  because  she  does  not  have  time  to  supervise 
Its  activities.  If  Teacher  had  nl  o-'ed  It,  I am  sure  that  now  there  woull, 
be  a number  of  Institutions  In  the  country  b'^arlng  the  nam°  of  Helen 
Helen.  I feel  sure  th*’t  Teacher  was  right.  Helen  wlJ.l  have  to  compose 
the  Ic'tter,  In  view  of  what  has  gone  ta"'fore,  It  wouldn't  do  for  me  to 
try  to  do  It. 

I believe  this  brings  us  \jp  to  date.  It  pleases  me  to 
know  that  Amelia  Is  on  our  aide.  I hope  the  Kr-rsh  photograps  will 
arrive  In  time  to  be  useful  In  ',.'a shlngton . 


I' y love,  a a always. 
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MRS.  ROBERT  B.  IRWIN 

special  to  Thi  New  YOKK  TiMxe. 

i POMPTON  LAKES,  N.  J.,  April 
23 — Mrs.  Mary  B.  Irwin,  wife  of 
Dr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  sightless  di- 
rector of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  died  early  today  at 
her  home  on  Terhune  Drive,  after 
an  illness  of  several  months.  Her 
age  was  65. 

A social  worker  before  her  mar- 
riage for  the  Cleveland  Society  for 
the  Blind,  Mrs.  Irwin  moved  to 
this  community  two  years  ago, 
after  residing  for  twenty  - four 
years  in  Montclair.  She  was  mar- 
ried in  Cleveland  six  years  before 
her  departure  for  Montclair.  She 
was  the  first  visiting  teacher  em-  ^ 
ployed  by  the  Cleveland  Board  of 
Education  for  the  instruction  of 
the  blind. 

Sh^  was  born  in  Scranton,  Pa., 
the  daughter  of  William  S.  and 
Janet  Cowan  Blanchard.  She 
moved  to  Cleveland  in  1906. 


April  27,  1949 


it  reK^Uisriy  or  not. 
the  general  outlook  I 
run  I think  you  xlght 


1 now  as  If  Keith  and  I will  get  off  to 
le  next  week--weather , the  road  up  the 
’ things  permitting,  V.'e  heve  Thursday  In 
mtll  Friday.  ’.'1th  Keith  In  his  present 
i to  do  all  the  driving  and  we  Intend  to 
trip.  His  progress  Is  steady,  but  oh  so 
IS  been  In  town  every  day  this  week,  however, 
1.1  with  It. 

so  ago  I sent  you  a couple  of  copies  of 
LIT  M-tATUKF'. . I don't  know  wnether  you  want 
It  has  some  good  people  on  the  staff  and 
8 that  of  sene  liberalism,  but  In  the  long 
find  It  a bit  disappointing. 


In  the  current  SATITHDAY  FyH.NING  POoT  there  Is  an 
article  on  the  Japanese  by  Kora  Wain  which  you  and  Helen  might 
like  to  glance  at.  She  Is  a ^.uaker,  a fine  and  sensitive  spirit. 
This  Is  not  one  of  her  best  efforts  but  I think  you  raay  find  It 
worth  while. 


Folly,  It  would  never  be  possible  for  Keith  and 
me  to  share  a house  with  Helen.  Never.  :.elth  Is  much  too  frail 
no  one  but  me  knows  how  frail  and  I probably  don't  know  the  whole 
of  it.  The  summers  In  New  Hampshire  keep  him  alive.  We  could  not 
give  them  up  and  we  could  not  take  Helen  with  us.  The  house  In 
V/estport  Is  much  too  far  away  from  New  York  and  Is  much  too  small 
to  accommodate  ua.  We  are  so  terribly  cramped  for  space  In  the 
seven  rooms  we  have  here  that  we  are  adding  a workroom  as  soon  as 
building  conditions  permit.  And  even  with  outside  help  I am  not 
strong  enough  to  look  after  Helen,  even  If  I were  capable  of 
doing  it,  which  I am  not.  Don't  think  that  I have  not  given  a great 
de-al  of  thought  to  this— 1 had  already  before  you  spoke  of  It 
the  other  day.  I know  that  It  Is  out  of  the  question.  Absolutely. 

We  can  only  pray  that  Helen  will  go  first  and  In  the  moantime 
rack  our  brains  for  someone  to  come  In  and  begin  to  help  you— a 
sort  of  isdtice  lady's  maid  who  could  be  chauffeur  would  be  good  li 
we  could  find  such  a person.  And  In  the  meantime  o1  course  your 
biggest  Job  is  to  take  care  of  yourself. 

I was  sorry  about  iMrs,  Irwin's  death,  but  she 
Bob  Irwin  through  to  the  end  of  his  Job  and  that  la  something.  Hut 
what  on  earth  will  he  do  nowC^  I shall  want  to  know  about  tne 
’•^oundation--who  the  new  man  Is  to  be  and  all  that. 


mhls  has  been  a hard  winter  and  I am  not  sorry  to 
se^  It  come  to  an  end.  last  week  I went  to  our  doctor  for  « 

UD  and  he  told  I must  have  rest  or  go  Into  a 

beating  a tired  horse  any  longer,  ^or  this  reason  I am  not  S 

back  to  New  York  with  Keith  In  June.  Bertha  will  be  here  to  take 
care  of  him  and  I an  going  to  shut  uo  shop  and  go  Into  a 

little  hotel  or  a nursing  hom^  somewhere  wnere  I shall  na  - 


1 


I 


April  27,  19A9 


De.'jrest  Polly, 


It  looks  now  as  if  Keith  and  I will  get  off  to 
New  Hamoshlre  some  time  next  week--weather,  the  road  up  the 
hill,  and  divers  other  things  permitting.  V.'e  have  Thursday  In 
mind,  but  may  not  go  until  Friday.  Vflth  Keith  In  his  present 
con-^ltlon  I shall  have  to  do  all  the  driving  and  we  Intend  to 
make  a very  leisurely  trip.  His  progress  Is  steady,  but  oh  so 
dreadfully  slow.  He  has  been  In  town  every  day  this  week,  however, 
and  makes  out  very  well  with  It. 

A day  or  so  ago  I sent  you  a couple  of  copies  of 

the  SaTUkDAY  ■■'.•■iVITV.  OF  LIT '..'^ATURF . I don't  know  wnether  you  want 

it  regularly  or  not.  It  has  some  good  people  on  the  staff  and 
the  general  outlook  Is  that  of  sane  liberalism,  but  In  the  long 
run  I think  you  might  find  It  a bit  disappointing. 

In  the  current  SATITHDAY  FVYMNG-  FOOT  there  Is  an 
article  on  the  Japanese  by  Kora  Wain  which  you  and  Helen  might 
like  to  glance  at.  She  Is  a .Quaker,  a fine  and  sensitive  spirit. 

This  Is  not  one  of  her  best  efforts  but  I think  you  may  find  It 

worth  while. 


Folly,  It  would  never  be  possible  for  Keith  and 
me  to  share  a house  with  Helen.  Never.  Keith  Is  much  too  frall-- 
no  one  but  me  knows  how  frail  and  I probably  don't  know  the  whole 
of  It.  The  summers  In  New  Hampshire  keep  him  alive.  iB  could  not 
give  them  uo  and  we  could  not  take  Helen  with  us.  The  house  In 
Westport  Is  much  too  far  away  from  New  York  and  Is  much  too  small 
to  accommodate  us.  We  are  so  terribly  cramped  for  space  In  the 
seven  rooms  we  have  here  that  we  are  adding  a workroom  as  soon  as 
building  conditions  permit.  And  even  with  outside  help  I am  not 
strong  enough  to  look  after  Helen,  even  If  I were  capable  o 
doing  It,  which  I am  not.  Don't  think  that  I have  not  given  a great 
deal  of  thought  to  this— 1 had  already  before  you  spoke  of  It 
the  other  day.  I know  that  It  Is  out  of  the  question.  Absolutely. 

Ve  can  only  pray  that  Helen  will  go  first  and  In  the  meantime 
rack  our  brains  for  someone  to  come  In  and  begin  to  you-- 

sort  of  lady's  maid  who  could  be  chauffeur  would  be  good  li 

we  could  find  such  a person.  And  In  the  meantime  of  course  your 
biggest  Job  is  to  take  care  of  yourself. 

I was  sorry  about  Mrs.  Irwin's  death,  but  she 
Bob  Irwin  through  to  the  end  of  his  Job  and  that  Is  something,  u 
what  on  earth  will  he  do  now?  I shall  want  to  know  about  tne 
Foundation — who  the  new  man  la  to  be  and  all  that. 

This  has  been  a hard  winter  and  I am  not  sorry  to 
sea  It  come  to  an  end.  Last  week  I went  to  our  doctor  for  « 

UD  and  he  told  me  I must  have  rest  or  go  Into  a „ 

beating  a tired  horse  any  longer.  '-<or  this  reason  I am  not  S 

bR ck  to  ^■’ew  York  with  Keith  in  June#  Bertha  will  be  ^ ^ r-t 
care  of  him  and  I an  going  to  shut  uo  shop  and  go  Into  a qul^t 
little  hotel  or  a nursing  home  somewhere  wnere  I shall  h 


household  responsibilities  and  can  do  exactly  as  I please— 

I doctor  says  I need  a month  of  this,  but 

I'll  be  grateful  for  a week. 


Robert  Is  In  Dublin.  I have  asked  him  to  postpone  his  visit 
to  us  It  couldn  t be  much  fun  for  him  now — and  I have  asked  Uncle 
Tn^d  to  put  off  his  arrival  in  Snowvllle  until  June  14.  Meantime 
I am  ambling  through  what  I have  to  do  to  close  this  house  and  ' 
we  11  be  on  &oss  Mt . long  enough  for  me  to  move  In  a leisurely  wav 
In  getting  that  one  all  ready.  By  the  first  of  June  I'll  be 'able 
to  go  off  with  my  mind  at  rexst. 


I'll  be  in  touch  with  you  before  we  set  out,  I hope 
and  Helen  and  Herbert  are  having  the  quiet,  peaceful  days 
am  Imagining  for  you.  At  least  one  complication  Is  out  of 


that  you 
that  I 
the  wayl 


Ky  love  to  you  all. 


.Vny  2,  1949 


Denrest  Folly, 

I am  no  end  distressed  about  the  way  your  brother 
and  bffle  have  acted.  If  Bob  was  blaming  you  for  bringing  Effle 
over  he  had  no  right  to  do  It.  I talked  with  Effle  about  that  the 
last  time  I saw  her--told  her  that  she  was  a mature  woman  and 
that  the  decision  was  hers.  She  agreed  and  I know  that  on  that 
score  you  have  nothing  to  reproach  yourself  with.  As  for  what 
happened  after  she  came  to  Arcan  Ridge,  that  Is  between  you  and 
Effle  and  no  one  else.  I know  Helen  will  v/rlte  dignified,  restralndd 
letters . 


I am  returning  the  letter  to  Dr.  Evatt . As  I told 
you  over  the  telephone  I think  It  very  fine. 

I'd  give  a lot  If  we  co\ild  get  together  before  we 
leave  Garden  City,  but  1 see  no  chance  of  It.  So  many  last-minute 
things  to  be  done.  ’.Ve  plan  to  set  out  early  on  Thiirsday  morning 
and  we  have  a trip  mapped  out  that  will  enable  us  to  stop  every 
two  hours  If  we  shoiild  need  it.  I don't  think  we  will.  According 
to  our  schedule  we  should  be  on  Foss  some  time  Saturday  morning. 
'fie  are  taking  a little  Instrument  with  us  by  means  of  which  I 
can  continue  the  galvanic  treatments  of  the  facial  muscles. 
Recovery  has  been  dreadfully  slow,  partly,  I think,  because  Keith 
was  so  run  down  when  the  thing  hit  him.  It's  been  two  monthsl 

Before  we  get  off  I'll  be  In  touch  with  you  by 

telephone . 


My  love  to  you  all,  now  and  always. 


Fosa  yt.,  iinovvlllfi,  New  ‘nampshlre 
Kay  11,  I9A9 


Dear®st  lolly, 


r am  terribly  gorry  about  ^hll.  It  la  a great 
loaa,  not  only  to  hla  family  and  frlenda,  but  to  his  country. 
Vou  were  very  good  to  telephone  me.  I will  wrlie  J^onore  In  a 
day  or  two. 


It  la  a big  dl aannolntment  to  miss  the  good  times 
that  are  In  prospect  for  vou,  but  T think  disaster  might  have 
overtaken  ua  If  Keith  and  I had  not  come  on  up  here  when  we  did. 
We  were  both  nearly  at  the  end  of  the  tether,  but  already  we 

have  begun  to  Improve.  ..'e  are  letting  the  fatigue  and  worry  run 

out  of  U3  and  i am  doing  nothing  but  cooking  enough  to  keep  ua 
alive.  The  countryside  la  lovely,  the  weather  la  perfect,  we  have 

peace  and  silence,  and  we  have  pushed  off  all  company  until  June 

20  when  Uncle  Thad  la  due  to  arrive. 


'^rltzle  la  flying  to  Brusaela  on  June  13  and  will 
spend  the  summer  In  ICurope.  Bobay  and  Bobby  will  drive  to 
ivashlngton  for  a visit  with  Robert  (Bobsy  won't  let  him  alone)  and 
thf>  boy  will  enter  summer  school  at  Exeter  on  July  5.  .\e  may  not 
have  him  on  the  hill  until  fall.  I don't  know  what  Bobsy  will  do 
with  herself,  but  she  has  sold  her  house  In  Berkeley  and  I 
shouldn't  be  siirprlaed  If  she  estahllshos  herself  In  the  East 
until  the  children  are  through  v/lth  school,  probably  somewhere 
where  she  can  devil  Robert.  Ann  will  come  some  time  In  July  and  I'll 
bring  Rertha  up  about  that  time. 


nice. 


I am  returning  the  letter  from  the  Malnlchi.  Very 


^lease  take  good  care  of  yourselves,  all  of  you. 
Let  chat  be  your  first  consideration.  We  are  losing  too  many  of 
the  people  that  matter  to  us. 


We  send  love, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshlr'e 
May  12,  1949 


Dearefjt  Kolly, 


I think  Helen  should  five  ^r.  V.'ecter 
neror.l  salon  to  quote  froiE  her  letter!  There  v.lll  probably 
be  no  payment,  but  It  la  a good  place  for  It  to  appear.  I 
think  too  tnat  you  should  ask  the  roundation  to  send  copies 
of  Kark  Twain's  letters  to  Helen  to  him.  They  should  be  In 
the  Huntington  Library  collection.  There  have  been  squabbles 
over  the  Mark  Twain  estate,  but  this  la  the  authorized 
group,  the  one  you  want  to  play  ball  with,  not  with  Cyril 
Clemens . 


Keith  and  I have  just  come  In  from  a walk.  His 
legs  are  rather  "soft"  and  we  can't  go  far  et  a time. 

1 notice  that  I am  writing  this  on  a sheet  of 
paper  that  I have  used  as  a nad  In  the  typewriter,  but  I 
won't  bother  to  copy  It.  I want  to  send  it  down  by  the  Kills 
children  when  the-o-  oome  for  the  oows  so  that  It  will  get  In 
the  mail  tomorrow.  A note  to  Lenoi^e  goes  off  with  it. 

Incidentally,  there  are  seve'^al  Mark  Twain  letters 
In  the  Kouniation  files  and  1''  there  is  any  troubl‘d'  about 
locating  them  (which  I don't  anticipate)  Miss  Lende  can  find 
them. 


Our  love,  as  always. 


• I , ' I i iwcno 
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M«y  28,  19>\9 


Dr>«?r 

It  was  {s;rand  to  hear  from  you 
I pm  awfully  pleased  that  you  like 
vour  work  and  the  people  you  are  working 
with.  I oan  aee  that  there  mu.st  ce  hoert- 
ache  In  It,  but  much  aatlslactlon  too. 

1 think  you  will  have  some 
degree  of  trouble  witri  the  r.merlcan  climste 
wherever  you‘?“  except  possibly  in  parts  of 
Canada  — Ju:=t  as  amerlcans  always  have  In 
the  r3ritish  isles.  It  is  partly  a matter  of 
dress  and  for  the  summer  vou'li  need  the 
lightest  v/a:Hhabio  frocks  that  are  decent. 

.<e  left  Crarden  City  on  May  4.  Our 
therapist  showed  me  how  to  give  the  electrical 
treatments  and  massage  and  we  brought  a little 
Instrument  with  us.  '•'e  h”ve  been  most 
faithful  with  the  applications,  but  orogress 
Is  dlscoiiraglngly  slow.  We  have  gained  a few 
pounds  apiece — '<’eith  i g b=ck  to  his  normal 
weight  of  97  pounds  «nd  we  both  look  a bit 
less  like  scarecrows  than  when  we  came,  but 
If  tViere  has  b'^en  any  Improvement  in  the 
facial  muscles,  it  Is  not  visible  to  the  eye. 
^■e  h^ve  been  wanned,  of  course,  that  It  might 
take  a long,  tlm®,  but  we  can't  help  being 
disappointed . Keith  Is  going  back  to  Garden 
City  on  iiav  31  to  spend  a week  at  hi  s office. 

I hate  to  have  him  leave,  but  I will  be  glad 
to  have  him  c^ck  with  our  doctor  and 
neurologist.  Such  odd  things  come  up.  He  has 
been  afraid  to  shampoo  his  hair  or  have  It 
done  because  of  the  danger  of  soap  In  the  eye. 


I om  cleaning  It  now,  « saall  nvtch  at  the 
time,  with  energlne.  The  fumes  are 
3oSe  and  by  the  time  I get  once  around  his 
ucalp  It  will  probably  be  time  to  start 

aga 1 n . 

Katharine  'lonant  ia  meeting  me  In 
Amherst,  ..aas.,  on  the  31«t  end  we  ere 
rolng  to  anend  t..e  week  of  -.elth's  absence 
wandering  around  as  the  spirit  moves  us. 

“e  know  of  a little  Inn  not  too  far  off 
where  breakfast  la  served  In  bod  and  nowhere 
else  and  1 shouldn't  be  surprised  If  we 
end  up  there. 

Keith  and  I will  be  back  on  the  hill 
by  the  10th  of  June  and  I don't  expect  to 
budge  from  here  un+11  November.  An  elderly 
uncle  will  Join  us  soon  after  our  return  ^nd 
wlTl  stay  for  about  two  weeks.  Ann  will  arrive 
let-r  In'  the  month  and  will  stay  th-ough 
July  and  August.  >-y  brother's  daughter  who 
Is  f ly’ ng  to  lurone  tor  the  summer  will 
orobabiy^be  with  us  a few  days  before  sne 
pnt^^rs  dmlth  College  In  the  fall  and  his  son 
Is  due  to  snend  ept ember  with  us.  It  is  fun 
to  have  neople  here  because  there  is  so  much 
to  do  (at  least  It  seems  so  to  us;.  It  your 
summer  plans  b-lng  you  up  this  way,  let  us 
know.  V.’e  shall  want  to  see  you. 


Keith  Joins  me  In 
of  good  wishes. 


sending  all  sor'ts 


f-'ver  yours. 


V 


Poas  fountain,  Snowvlll-^.  n H 
>-'By  28,  1949 


Dearest  Polly, 


xn  T,n°  tcxanie  or  a northeaster  when 
very  pod  to  be  indoors  vlth  fires  blazing  on  the'hearth 
pearing  Is  promised  for  tonight,  -.e  hope  It  ocmes,  aS 

o^anJ.; 


it  Is 

a. 

w Ithout 
tomato 


I am  m'^lllng  to  yon 
whlnh  I told  yoxi  and  Helen  the  la 
■first  I thonght  of  marking  pasaag 
but  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
or  o°rhans  has  alroadv  been.  At  ? 
you  thoughts  th^t  will  enrich  you 
ing  hou-'s  out  of  doors,  when  you 

aome  time  next  wlntei 1 shall  wa 

Dr.  f’ough  of  the  American  h.useum 
to  keep  It. 


the  Louis  Halle  book  «bout 
at  time  we  were  together.  At 
es  to  be  transcribed  -for  Helen 
book  might  well  be  t ran scribed - 
ny  aote  I know  that  It  will  gi^e 
r mind  during  those  early  morn- 
arr  through  with  this  copy  — say 
nt  It  back.  It  was  a gilt  from 
of  watural  History  and  I'd  like 


V,  leave  on  Tuesday,  i am  glad  to 

have  Keph  return  to  larden  dlty  because  I want  him  to  5heck  with 
our  octor  and  neurologist.  ,ie  teels  better,  but  If  there  Is  any 
Impovemont  In  his  pee  we  can't  se»  It  and  I want  to  find  out  If 
py  01  the  muscles  have  atrophied.  Those  Tilney  teats  with  which 
plen  helped  so  many  years  ago  determine  this.  The  twisted  face 
pes  not  map.er  so  much  as  the  eye  th^t  does  not  close.  This  has 
kept  -pth  from  shampooing  his  hair  or  having  It  shampooed  since 
‘arch  7 when  the  thing  hit  him.  k drop  of  soanv  water  would  be  Just 
too  bp.  oo  1 am  dry-cleaning  his  head,  a patch  at  a time,  v^lth 
..nerglne.  The  trouble  with  this  Is  that  the  fumes  ai’e  so  strong 
tp„  tpv  Irritate  the  eye  an-"  ve  can't  do  much  at  once.  1 under- 
3t°ndthp  there  are  people  who  habituallv  wash  their  heads  this 
way  (■''ailulah  dankhead , for  on«;  but  I don't  recommend  it. 

, ^ ” note  from  Tffle.  dhe  Is  bothered  by  the 

huml^.tv  •’nd  heat,  which  Is  natural  to  a Scot,  but  she  says,  "It 
f ®nd  the  staff  Is  a grand  group  to  work  wkk 
w h.  , hese  hlldren  lack  control  of  their  limbs  and  often  of 
p.elr  peech,  and  are  frequently  mls-called  f •’eble-minded , owing 
K * Inability  to  express  themselves.  They  cannot  be  cured 

ut  they  can  be  taught  to  use  different  parts  of  the  brain  for  some 
1 c 'ntrol  and  conse.iuent  ly  gain  some  independence  which 

ilgiipns  the  burden  to  themselves  and  their  oarents."  She  seems 
on  pe  whsle  to  be  very  happy  In  the  work  and  I know  th!°t  this 
Will  please  you  and  Helen  and  Herbert.  She  failed  so  utterly  in 
the  Job  to  which  she  was  summoned  that  It  Is  good  to  know  th^^t  she 
py  do  well  elsewhere.  I know  this  will  mean  more  to  you,  oily,  tk 
nan  to  anyone  else,  .e  can't  help  feeling  a certain  resoonslbil- 
Ity  towards  our  relatives.  I'll  try  to  keep  In  touch  with  the 
g rl  from  time  to  time.  She  has  alreadv  played  her  little  part  in 
t;.e  Helen  "eller  saga  and  I am  gl^d  It"  Is  over. 


Cno  tfilng  ought  to  do  snd  I gueas  you  nre  tne  one  to 
do  It,  little  by  little,  l3  to  get  the  full  story  of  Herbe-t — 
where  he  was  born,  wh' t education  he  had,  soir-^thlng  about  his 
family,  etc.,  etc.  in  a way  his  real  life  began  when  he  came 
to  helen,  but  because  of  his  connection  vlth  her  It  Is  ell  Importan 
Ve  sooko  o^'  this  on  the  way  home  the  day  Nancy  and  Kate  O'Brien 
'■-nd  Katharine  and  I spent  with  you.  :.'e  were  all  agreed  about  It 
and  I found  that  'ancy  and  Katharine  know  more  about  him  In  fact 
than  I do. 

Keith  and  I h»d  planned  to  meet  Katharine  Oonant  at  the 
''orthamnton  Hotel  next  Tuesday  night,  but  we  found  that  because 
o'"  the  gml’h  commencement  eve’^y  ho  + el  room  and  every  tourist 
lodging  house  Is  fllle-^.  We  have  switched  to  the  Lord  Jeff  In 
Amherst  whl -h  is  a very  attractive  place  where  Keith  and  1 have 
staved  several  times  on  our  way  up  and  ^own  from  here. I don't 
know  vet  wnere  we'll  soend  the  week,  but  I'll  be  In  touch  with 
you. 

Take  care  of  yourselves. 

.My  love,  as  always, 


Gnowvllle,  New  hamoshlre 
June  20,  19^9 


Dearest  Polly, 


Recently  some  one  has  been  sen'ilng  us  TnR 
TR'  I'-TIaN  :-TIKNCK  M0’’IT0K,  I suppose  on  the  assumption  that 
this  Is  a ripe  time  to  make  a convert  of  5<elth.  At  any  rate 
the  other  night  I was  much  entertained  to  find  In  It  the 
Inclosed  article  about  our  old  friend,  Helen's  "warm  friend," 
y.pry  Pos. 


Uncle  Thad  arrived  on  Saturday.  The  poor  devil 
can't  read  and  has  a hard  time  keeping  himself  amused,  his  eye- 
slr.ht  la  much  better  for  distant  vision  than  It  was  and  he  Is 
exnentlng  new  glasses  to  coma  from  Baltimore  today  or  tomorrow 
which  will  make  It  possible  for  him  to  do  more  than  read  the 
headlines.  The  doctors  there  gave  him  a great  de  1 of  encourage- 
ment and  he  Is  In  good  spirits. 

Bertha  arrives  tomorrow  end  I think  you  might  have 
a hard  *lme  guessing  wj.o  will  arrive  the  next  day:  Uffle'.  I told 
her  tne  last  time  I saw  her  that  if  anything  brought  her  up  this 
way  we'd  like  to  see  ner  on  Poss.  A little  while  back  she  wrote 
me  tnat  she  was  going  to  be  at  the  Copley  Plaza  In  Boston  for 
a convention  on  cerebral  palsy  this  week  and  asked  how  far  sway 
we  were.  I wrote  telling  her  about  train  schedules — we  are  only 
about  3k  hours  from  Boston  and  she  Is  coming  over  on  the  train 
th  t >'each®d  Conway  about  one  o'clock.  She  111  stay  for  only  a 
day  or  two  and  I am  awfullv  glad  she  Is  coming,  -or  one  thing,  as 
r told  you  before,  I do  want  to  keep  in  touch  with  her;  and  for 
another  I think  she  may  be  able  to  give  me  some  good  advice  about 
elth.  She  has  treated  many  cases  of  this  palsy.  Oxir  therapist  on 
long  Island  savs  that  '<'el tin's  Is  the  stubbornest  case  he  has  ever 
know,  mhls  maons  th*=t  there  has  been  very,  very  little  Improvement 
nna  tln'-t  the  long  heartache  continues,  i-e  go  to  bud  about  nine 
o'clock  and  h»ve  not  disrupted  our  schedule  for  ’’ncle  Thad,  who  Is 
by  nature  a night-hawk,  nor  shall  we  for  Tffle  or  anyone  else. 

■'lid  strawberries  are  ripe  on  the  hillsides  and  I 
wish  I could  hand  you  a basket  full.  - ithln  ten  d^vs  we  ought  to 
b"  “ble  to  pick  enough  blueberries  for  muf''lns.  V/e  got  a good  rain 
this  n!0"T3lng,  which  we  needed  terribly.  It  has  been  a great  help 
but  we  would  he  v'^ry  hapny  to  get  three  or  four  more  of  the  same 
volume . 

1 tnlnk  of  yo\i  all  a lot  and  miss  you  no  end.  1 
do  hooe  that  vou  are  having  a restful  summer.  I have  wanted  to 
et  In  touch  with  i.enore,  biU  do  not  know  If  she  Is  In  .-olfoboro. 
At  any  rate  I shall  hold  o»'f  a while.  >.e  do  not  go  anywhere.  It 
8^barra3se3  Keith  to  eat  except  at  home  and  It  Is  such  an  effort 
'“or  him  to  talk  that  social  activity  wears  him  out  . Bven  h"re  he 
does  not  see  much  of  anyone  who  happens  to  be  In  the  house.  The 
Annex  is  taboo  for  visitors  and  he  spend s most  of  his  time  down 
here . 


Ve  both  send  love  to  you  all. 


nowvllle,  New  hempahlre 
June  25,  I9A9 


Desrest  .oliy, 


I like  this  article  for  the  Rotarlan  very  much  and 
have  :nade  only  a few  suggestlona  In  the  Interest  of  clearness  or 
to  avoid  repetition.  I agree  with  you  that  when  It  Is  copied  It 
can  go  to  Mr.  Case,  but  at  that  time  you  need  not  say  anything 
about  his  cutting  It.  If  he  wishes  to  do  so  he  will  write  you 
again  and  If  this  article  Is  Just  about  the  length  of  the  one 
the  woman  wrote  It  la  probably  all  right  as  It  stands. 

The  reports  of  drought  down  your  way  are  very 
disturbing,  v/e  know  only  too  well  wh-’t  It  Is  like  to  have  the 
woods  tinder  dry,  to  have  the  constant  fear  of  fire,  and  to  watch 
the  water  supply  drop  by  drop.  We  have  been  fortunate  here  In 
getting  rain  Just  In  time,  v/e  need  a great  deal  more,  but  we  have 
had  enough  to  save  the  garden.  Wg  keep  our  eye  on  your  section  and 
shall  rejoice  with  you  when  the  end  of  anxiety  comes. 

It  also  disturbed  me  to  know  that  you  were  spending 
tne  day  In  bed.  I think  It  Is  a wonderful  Idea  for  you  to  do  It 
every  now  and  then,  but  your  tale  of  activities  sounded  str-^nuous 
Indeed  — vet  I would  love  to  nave  been  in  on  It  all. 

I hope  nelen  has  been  reading  Krs,  p:thrldge's  reports 
of  tne  xkRK  miseries  of  the  dispossessed  arabs.  1 hate  to  see  the 
Jews  set  up  a state  In  which  they  voluntarily  segregate  tnemselves 
from  other  peonle  and  deny  to  their  minorities  the  same  rights  tn't 
tnev  demand  for  themselves  In  other  coxint  ’les.  I do  think  V/elsmann 
8 verv  great  man  and  I think  the  state  of  Israeli  In  many  ways  a 
noble  Idea,  but  It  has  certain  aspects  that  are  seamy  laKisseii.  I 
'8nt  Helen  to  know  all  sides.  Her  natural  sympathies  are  with  the 
Jews,  which  is  all  the  more  reason  why  she  should  look  Impartially 
at  the  r.rabs. 


Kel+h  knew  four  or  five  of  the  men  with  whom  you 
had  lunch  at  Murray  Hill.  And  he  has  been  in  one  of  those  "dead 
’~ooms,"  +he  one  they  h«ve  In  New  York,  and  Is  In  complete  agree- 
ment with  you  about  Its  weirdness. 

I hone  the  ve-nr  abroad  will  do  much  for  Jo's 
health  a rj  spirit.  It  Is  his  spirit  that  needs  It  most.  I am  glad 
he  hag  o’^oml'^ed  to  write  his  autoblograph3f . It  ou,''ht  to  be  a 
fascinating  «nd  ennobling  story. 

I h°d  read  with  much  disgust  of  the  difficulties 
t at  the  .'arenas  were  having,  but  I did  not  see  Helen's  name  In 
' nv  of  t tie  accounts.  The  whole  tnlng  makes  one  ashamed.  1 tnlnk 
the  Karches'  statement  must  have  done  good.  It  was  very  dignified 
arid  exact. 


' Tfle  leaves  today  at  two  o'clock.  he  has  been 
most  helprpi  tp  advising  me  about  the  treatments  for  Keith  and  has 
nerself  t"ken  tnem  over  t .e  lagt  two  days.  Tlie  more  I see  her 


th«  more  I realize  her  complete  unsuitability  for  a Job  In  your 
household.  3he  la  an  extrovert,  uninterested  In  general  Ideas 
yet  very  capable  In  her  own  field  and  eager  to  Improve  herself  there 
'T'hls  was  why  she  came  on  to  the  conference  In  Boston,  here  she 
has  helped  pick  wild  strawberries,  has  sawed  wood  with  ”ncle  Thad 
worked  on  puzzles,  and  last  night  I took  her  and  Hertha  and  "ncie’ 
Thad  down  to  the  Village  Hall  to  an  old-fashioned  souare  dance. 

"ffle  was  very  quick  at  learning  the  figures  and  when  I saw  her 
dancing  with  happy  abandon  the  contrast  between  that  and  the  life 
that  you  have  always  had  to  lead  was  very  pointed.  It  hurt  me  a 
little  and  yet  I remen bered  that  you  have  had  and  will  have  satis- 
factions that  are  beyond  her  scope  and  even  beyond  her  comprehension, 
■ve  have  really  enjoyed  having  her  and  as  I said  sh“  has  been  most 
helpful  about  Keith. 

The  improvement  in  his  face  comes  with  dreadful  slowness 
and  every  time  he  gets  overtired  he  has  a set-back,  but  nothing  nas 
happened  to  make  us  despair.  I am  much  better  than  1 was  and  when 
the  burden  lifts  from  my  heart  I'll  be  perfectly  all  right. 

Don't  overdo,  any  of  you.  In  this  summer  weather.  You 
especially,  Polly.  You  must  never  forget  that  you  are  the  one  upon 
whom  everything  depends.  I hope  the  talks  with' Amelia  and  .Vr.  i-lgel 
were  =:ptl  sfactory. 

D-ngratulate  Herbert  on  having  another  birthday.  After  you 
have  accumulated  a pile  of  them,  vou  might  as  well  go  on  and  add 
as  many  as  y'-u  can  got. 


Our  love  to  you  all, 
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3no«vlHe,  July  lo,  19^19 


Dearest  Polly, 


A miracle  took  >laca  in  ur  house  yesterday  mominp-  Y»itVi 
closed  his  right  eye  without  using  his  finger.  ?his  is  the  fitst  tim^ 
since  March  7 and  I «as  so  excited  that  I almost  be  ;an  sending  telegrams. 
It  happened  early  in  the  morning  and  he  was  not  able  to  do  it  later  in 
the  day,  but  the  fact  t'oat  he  has  done  it  once  is  most  enoouraginc.  If 
he  can  continue  to  get  rest  I think  he  will  be  all  right  by  fall 


Uncle  Thad  (who  sends  his  love  to  you  and  Helen)  loaves  to- 
morrow afternoon,  which  means  that  Bertha  and  Veith  and  I will  be  here 
alone  >ntil  Ann  arrives.  Ann  isn't  company,  but  Uncle  Thad  is.  He  belongs 
to  tne  helpless  generation  of  men  and  requires  a great  deal  in  the  way  of 
looking  after.  He  is  completely  unconscious  of  this,  which  is  good.  He 
is  leaving  in  much  better  caidition  than  he  was  when  he  came.  He  has  had 
rest  and  exercise  and  his  new  glasses  which  he  got  in  Baltimore  on  the 
way  up  are  most  successful.  For  the  first  time  in  four  years  he  can  reed 
for  several  hours  a day. 


Robert's  ex-wife,  Bobsy,  spent  two  days  and  a night  with  us 
last  week  after  putting  the  boy  in  su  imer  school  in  Exeter.  She  has  sold 
her  house  in  Berkeley  and  is  planning  to  stay  in  the  East  until  Fritzie 
and  Bobby  have  finished  school.  From  what  she  said  I rather  tliink  she  will 
settle  in  Washington  where  she  can  devil  Robert  to  her  heart's  content.  I 
hadn't  seen  her  in  about  l4  years.  She  hadn't  changed,  hadn't  aged.  I used 
to  think  this  was  good,  but  as  I've  grown  older  I've  learned  that  it  means 
one  hasn't  grown  up. 


Cassius  Clay  was  with  us  for  a week— end— —came  roaring  up  the 
hill  in  a little  yellow  British  car,  an  M.G.  He  was  very  proud  of  its 
perfor.oanoe  in  the  mountains.  He  was  on  his  way  back  to  Augusta,  having 
just  taken  his  M.A.  degree  at  M.I.T.  'e  had  had  courses  under  Dr.  Wiener. 
Vfiener  pronounces  it  sibernetics.  Cassius  says  that  his  great  contribution 
is  in  synthesizing  what  other  men  have  done  in  various  fields.  He  doesn't 
claim  to  be  original,  but  there  is  no  one  who  can  take  his  place  in  bringing 
doctors  and  physicists  and  biologists,  etc.  together.  He  speaks  10  or  15 
languages  and  Cassius  says  he  is  very  impressive  to  watch  at  some  of  the 
international  gatherings  as  he  switches  from  one  language  to  another  according 
to  the  person  with  whom  ho  is  talking. 


On  the  whole  we  haven't  had  much  company.  This  is  the  first 
year  that  I have  asked  people  not  to  come — it  is  very  easy  to  let  the  house 
turn  into  a summer  hotel  but  this  year,  because  of  'eith  I felt  that  I 
couldn't  have  it.  Ann  will  be  here  un'^-il  September,  Jake  will  come  for  a 
week  or  so,  one  of  'eith's  oldest  friends  and  his  wife  will  come  for  a 
few  days  in  August  and  Bobsy  and  both  her  children  will  prouably  be  here 
for  a while  in  September.  There  are  always  people  who  turn  up  unexpectedly 
b jt  I don't  think  the  traffic  will  be  heavy  at  any  time.  I'll  send  Bertha 
home  around  the  end  of  August. 

He  are  having  a running  fight  with  a woodchuck  who  is 
s:aarter  tiian  we  are.  He  has  eaten  our  lettuce  to  the  ground,  he  has  taken 
a swatch  out  of  the  chard,  has  ruined  two  rows  of  peas,  most  ?f  the 
squashes  and  some  of  the  sunflowers,  'e  laughs  at  our  fence,  our  rifle,  and 
our  traps,  b it  we  have  managed  to  save  enough  of  the  vegetables  to  keep 


ouraalvoB  going.  .;e  need  rain  dreadfully.  From  the  papers  we  have  gathered 
that  your  drought  has  been  Interrupted.  I hope  ao.  It's  an  awful  thing  to 
have  to  worry  about  water. 

I raise  you  all  like  everything.  There  is  so  much  to  talk  about  and 
even  if  there  weren't  I'd  still  miss  you. 

.'<y  love  to  the  household. 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  30,  1949 


Dearest  Polly, 


. 4 4.U  4 i 1 ^ wonderful  to  have  your  lonp  letter 

oudget  of  news — and  mostly  good  news  at  that. 

I am  returning  the  notes  from  the  Marches;  I think  vou 

^ business  It  wa^ 

And  with  wnnt  dignity  they  handled  It, 

1,  4^  I had  seen  about  Mr.  Tack’s  death.  I don’t 

kllled^wlth  Vincent  Knhoney  who  was 

killed  with  the  other  correspondents  In  that  crash  at 

^mbay  was  my  dear  Vince  whom  you  and  Helen  met  in  3an 
Franc-sco.  r had  known  and  loved  him  for  more  than  thirty 
years  and  his  going  leaves  a great  gap  in  my  life.  ^ 

♦ 4 U*  weather  has  been  almost  unbearable  ex- 

Twentv^n^^^^^C  danger  of  fire  increases. 

u yosterday  afternoon  about  six 

mlle^  from  here.  We  watched  anxiously  from  the  terrace. 

vmages  got  It  under  control 
but  men  will  have  to  guard  It  until  we  have  rain— and  no 
rain  la  '.Tomlaed. 


^ Keith  went  back  to  New  York  Thursday  and 

ai  return  next  Thursday.  It  has  been  six  months  now 
since  the  palsy  struck  him  and  I think  it  will  be  another 
before  he  Is  clear  of  It.  he  moves  forward  and 
slips  back,  moves  forward  and  slips  back,  but  he  does 
progress.  If  only  the  eye  could  take  care  of  Itself  I 
should  not  worry. 


-fu  4.  Ann  Is  here  laid  out  at  the  moment  because 
+ 4 ^^®  loves  the  Spectator  and  passes  It  on  to 

the  girls  at  her  school,  but  It  Is  on  her  conscience  that 
you  go  to  so  much  trouble  to  send  It  to  her. 

1 «“’■  all  on  Mrs.  Roosevelt's  side  in  the 
r ^=^^7^®2"9y.  As  I aald  to  Effle,  if  there  are 
sifles  to  be  aken  between  you  and  her  and  her  family  she 
forget  that  I am  on  your  side.  I am  that  way 

It  + ^°?®®velt  3rd  this  and  I think  she  has  handled 

It  with  dignity. 

, 1 must  meet  Takeo.  Surely  he  won't  come  and 

^'3tt4  ®®^  ^o  Garden  Cltv.  I am  glad  Amelia  la 

^ pleased  as  everything  that  you  and 

Nancy  and  Katharine.  Take 
^ Herbert  has  a good  vacation.  He 

It.  And  Isn  t It  wonderful  that  Jo  is  cneerful  and 
nappv  again,  .'.aybe  the  trip  to  b’rance  Is  Just  wh^t  he  neeced, 

, . Harry  v-llls  shot  a 223-lb.  bear  on  the  far  x 

of  our  pasture  about  tv/o  weeks  ago  and  most  oi  ua  In 


the  neighborhood  had  bear  meat.  It  was  tender  and  had  the 
most  appetizing  smell,  but  we  thought  the  flavor  rather 
flat.  Ve  have  had  a running  fight  to  save  our  garden  from 
the  woodchucks  and  now  a more  formidable  enemy  has  appeared 
— a doe  and  a faun.  They  sail  over  the  fence  like  birds  x 
and  there  Is  nothing  we  can  do  about  It  except  apply  to 
the  game  warden  for  permission  to  shoot  them.  We  hate  to 
think  of  this  and  In  another  week  If  the  dry  weather  con- 
tinues, It  won't  matter.  There  won't  be  any  garden. 

Do  spare  yourselves  all  you  can  In  this  hot 
weather,  t’othlng  is  worth  v/earlng  yourselves  out  for. 


Love  from  us  all, 


Fob3  Woimt^ln,  Dnowvllle,  New  tistnpahlre 

Auguat  12,  19^9 


Deareat  Polly, 


I do  think  these  'nhO'S  VhO  biographies 
should  br  brought  up  to  date.  The  other  countries  In 
which  Helen  has  lectured  should  be  Inclxided — Australia, 
etc. --and  on  the  American  sheet  the  Palestine  award 
should  certainly  be  given.  I aai  <='frald  I'll  have  to  turn 
the  Job  over  to  you  because  I don't  have  the  dates  at 
hand  nere  to  do  It  with.  It  seems  to  me  too  that  some- 
where we  have  already  done  It,  but  maybe  not. 

ouch  good  news  yesterday.  Lawrence  Lee 
who  has  bep'n  fumbling  ever  since  the  magazine  folded 
has  just  been  appointed  associate  professor  of  '^ngllsh 
at  the  "nlverslty  of  Pittsburgh,  he  will  set  as  writer  as 
veil  as  teacher  and  everything  Is  being  done  to  rske  It 
Dossible  for  him  to  continue  his  own  creative  work,  ne 
Is  verv  happy  about  It  and  is  able  once  more  to  feel  himself 
a useful  member  of  society,  re  has  had  very  rough  going 
for  the  last  couple  of  years. 


Your  guests  at  Arcan  Ridge  sound  Interesting 
'’s  always.  I hope  iierbert  has  returned  rested  and  i nope 
vour  weather  Is  cool.  Ours  is  but  we  still  need  rain 
terribly,  ./e  had  a shower  two  nights  ago  which  came  in  time 
to  save  the  corn,  but  not  for  us  I am  afraid.  Tracks  show 
that  a coon  has  been  circling  around  the  fence.  It  would  be 
no  rouble  at  all  for  him  to  go  over,  ’'.'e've  had  to  fight  for 
every  lettuce  leaf! 


stop. 


I want  to  get  this  off  In  today's  mail  and  must 


yy  love  and  /*nn's  and  Keith's, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  15*  19^9 


Dearest  Folly* 

' The  Inclosed  letter  from  Rebecca  Kack 
explains  Itself.  I think  she  may  have  a very  good 
13ea  which  as  we  take  It  unber  advisement  may  grow  Into 
a better  one.  I wish  you  and  Helen  would  think  about 
It  and  we'll  have  a long  talk  when  I come  back  to  GC . 

It  might  be  that  a big  volume  would  be  better  than  a 
small  one.  Ve'll  see  and  I'll  go  over  It  with  Ken 
Mc'’o’'mlck  when  the  time  comes. 

It  Is  hard  to  realize  that  the  summer  Is 
n^arlv  over.  Ann  will  leave  at  the  end  of  next  week  and 
will  stop  In  h'ashlngton  for  one  day  with  Robert,  this 
thev  plan  to  spend  at  the  ’tolgor  Library. 

Keith  Ispves  for  Washington  on  the  29th — 
something  connected  with  the  ARC— I never  know  what. 

I am  returning  tne  copy  of  the  letter  from 
Japan  because  I am  sure  you  have  other  people  who  will 
want  to  read  It.  It  la  vary  fine. 

Oi’r  weather  at  the  moment  Is  superb  ano  ve 
are  simply  basking  In  It. 


Love  from  ua  all, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hsmpshlre 
Labor  Day,  1949 


Dearest  Folly, 


Such  a lovely  surprise  yesterday  afternoon 
when  Lenore  and  Kay  and  the  nice  Mrs.  Henry  with  whom  Kay 
works  drove  Into  the  yard.  Ve  gabbled  our  heads  off,  mainly 
about  you  and  Helen  and  Herbert.  Lenore  Is  thin,  but  sne  Is 
magnificent  and  I am  struck  with  how  much  like  her  father 
Kay  Is.  It  had  been  many  years  since  I had  seen  her  and  In 
the  meantime  she  has  developed  Into  such  a strong,  attractive 
woman  that  I must  take  back  all  I ever  said  about  Phil's 
and  Lenore' a children. 

I'll  get  this  off  as  I go  down  the  hill  about 
an  hour  from  now  to  meet  Keith  who  Is  on  his  way  back  from 
a week  divided  between  New  Vork  and  Washington .“ Don  and  Sally 
Fink  arrive  'n  the  afternoon  to  spend  a couple  of  nights  with 
us  and  we  expect  to  hear  a lot  about  Zurich. 

It  makes  me  very  happy  to  know  that  you  and  Helen 
have  had  such  an  Interesting  summer.  I hope  I can  be  on  hand 
when  you  have  Fra.  iVoore  (Henry  Luce's  sister)  at  Arcan  Ridge. 
Kr.  Fverltt,  the  classmate  of  her  father,  owner  of  the  house 
In  which  Mr.  Luce  sta-^ed  while  he  was  up  here  spent  a few  nights 
with  us  week  before  last.  He  Is  terribly  broken  since  his 
wife  a death.  This  happened  In  May  after  they  had  been  married 
for  fifty  years.  After  Keith  left  and  while  ^r.  c^verltt  was 
visiting  other  friends  near  here  he  took  me  up  to  Crawford 
House  to  have  lunch  with  another  classmate.  It  was  sweet  to 
see  the  two  old  men  togetner.  They  are  nearly  eighty. 

I was  glad  to  hear  that  Katharine  Cornell  Is 
progressing  wltn  "That  Lady."  I hadn't  seen  anything  about  It 
and  a friend  of  mine  who  was  here  from  Doubleday's  told  me  that 
Kate  O'Brien  had  gone  back  to  Ireland. 

I don't  like  these  speeches  you  are  making. 

The  only  thing  that  reconciles  me  Is  that  a visit  to  the  i«iayo 
Clinic  Is  In  the  Itinerary.  I do  worry  about  you  all  so  much, 
Polly,  and  this  winter  we  must  try  again  to  get  some  help  for 
you.  There  must  be  someone  somewhere.  There  will  never  be 
another  Anne  Sullivan  Kacy,  nor  another  Polly  Thomson,  nor 
another  Herbert  Haas,  but  there  are  people  who  want  to  be  useful 
and  devote  themselves  to  service.  We'll  have  to  start  a new 
sea  rch . 


I want  to  know  about  the  Foundation.  Has  the 
new  director  been  chosen?  I hope  so  much  that  he  Is  one  who 
wl  1 be  able  to  use  Helen's  beautiful  capacities  to  the  utmost 
and  will  help  preserve  tnem  for  many  long  years  to  come.  If  you 
nad  an  unusual  buning  of  tne  ears  on  "unday  afternoon,  you  and 
neien,  it  was  because  of  the  nice  things  that  were  said  about 
you  on  - OSS  Kt . 


V love  — ' I.  ■>'  a ■ , 


.Sept.  13 1 19^9 


Dasrest  Polly, 

Last  week  we  were  surprised  j, 

and  delighted  to  see  tnst  Teacher's  name 

was  In  the  Times  crossword  puzzle.  I don't 

know  if  anyone  has  called  vour  attention  to  | 

It,  but  I am  sending  It  along.  • [ 

\ 

» 

T'ldney  Smith  called  us  | 

'aturdav  to  ask  us  to  come  for  lunch  on  j 

unday.  Vv’e  all  three  went--Bertha  , Keith  j 

and  I --and  enjoyed  It  very  much.  V/hat  a } 

beautiful  set-up  thev  h-^vel  Lenore  Is  j 

living  In  one  of  the  cottages  like  a gue.at  ! 

and  I think  she  has  found  the  slimmer  ; 

restful.  It  was  In  her  mind  to  telephone 
you  and  for  us  all  to  talk  with  you  for  a ; 

minute  or  two,  but  by  the  time  we  got  • 

around  to  It  the  afternoon  wa.s  wearing  on  J 

and  I felt  tr.at  Keith  needed  to  get  back 
home.  His  face  always  shows  It  when  he  l.s 
tired.  I 

We  ar®  having  a furnace  ; 

Installed  this  week,  a very  noisy  project,  ; 

but  It  will  be  a great  comfort  to  us  when  | 

It  Is  done.  Keith  won't  have  to  shiver  In 
the  morning  when  he  gets  up  to  put  a fire  j 

In  the  stove.  t 

I 

'The  color  Is  beginning  and  i 

we  nre  having  some  beautiful.  Invigorating 

weather.  As  I remember  It,  you  are  travelling 
around  now.  Do  take  care  of  yourselves. 

Kver  my  love. 


1 • /, 


1 


J, 


Snowvl lie 
Sf*pt  ember 


New 

28, 


iiampshl 

1949 


re 


Deareat  Polly, 

out  for  Georgla^on  Frida y^nl^t"  re*"‘^hi'^^  ^ setting 

^unday.  m there  Si  SS'Ceek-SoS^?^''" 
if  continues  at  the  rate  lt®i'<,  Lane— but 

be  ba^j,  j,^r>e  by  Columbus  Dav.  S flraJ  tff  ^ 

a heart  attack  was  the  cause  of  tff  r^  doctor  thought 

thinks  It  was  some  kind  of  dlp-estlve  ,but  now  he 

to  the  Hospital  in  an  ambiilnno^' f upset.  She  was  taken 
miraculously,  is  returninK  homo  morning  and, 

will  stay  unUl  I arrive?®  """"  Lr  an6 

Friday  night  golng^li^^iSoslte'^d l^ecM  other 

• Ills  girls  will  stav  with  Berth^  thit°?f'h?"®  iltUe 

look  after  Keith  while  I am  Kone  bortha  will 

I can  leave  with  my  mind  f-ef  ^ la  here— 

welfare.  ^ worries  about  Keith's 


a dash  for 
telephone 


Garden  « few  hours  In  New  vor 

you?^  ^ ® chance  I'l 


and 

try 


majf  make 
to 


(or  else  at 
3ee  you  I 


I 

the 


hope  you  and  helen 
Kayo  Clinic J.  Lord, 


are  back  at  Arcan  Kldge 
J^ord , but  I do  want  to 


My  love. 


:5nowvlllp,  ■ rw  Haaipshlrp 
Oo+obrr  PJ , 1Q^9 


Dparo'^t  .oily, 


1 hPVP  bp-'n  m-anlng  to  cirop  you  a lino  evor  ;?ince 
I camo  back  ^rom  Dublin,  but  I was  pretty  well  bushed  when  I 
arrived.  Getting  from  N=w  ..aaipshlre  to  Geor,-l9  and  back  again  Is 
no  small  feat,  wh«t  with  th^  trains  th-t  go  through  New  Vfijjiand 
and  thn  -nith  and  the  long  waits  between  connections;  and  besides 
this  there  was  the  anxl-ty.  The  heart  attack  was  a very  bad  one 
and  th“  doctor  thinks  It  unlikely  that  she  will  survive  another, 
he  says  >e  must  be  nrepared  for  an'-thlng  at  any  time,  out  she 
may  live  ^’or  some  years  yet.  I ieit  her  dlge^^S  garden 

like  a woodchuck  and.  1 had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we 
have  done  '^11  that  can  be  done  to  make  h- r comfortable.  1 lost 
six  nounds  while  I was  awav  and  my  energy  went  with  It.  Now 
qn(3  I ore  alone  and  we  r'^nulre  so  little  In  the  way  ot 
food' and  care  that  I am  resting  practlcaliv  all  th?  time. 


The  "chunk"  furnace  th°t  we  have  Installed  makes 
tn-  hous-  very  comfortable,  but  I th?nk  It  will  not  be  tong  be- 
fore we  start  south— week  aft  r next,  at  a rough  guess,  helth  Is 
nc.^^dpd  at  his  office  and  his  conscience  won't  let  him  stay  away 
much  Inno’er'. 


I am  so  (7 lad  that  Aunt  Genevra  had  the  great 
orlvllega  of  meeting  you  and  Helen.  It  meant  a great  deal  to  her. 
She  sent  us  a sheaf  of  nllnplngs  from  the  Kansas  papers  about  the 
me'''tl ngs~-all  ver’y  '’Ine  and  enthusiastic. 

Bobsy  rented  an  apartment  in  New  '^ork,  but  already 
she  Is  on  her  back  to  the  Pacific  Coast  for  a while.  5he  Is 

drifting  and  rudderless  and  hobert  Is  ve^y  much  concerned  about 
her.  The  children,  however,  seem  admirably  placed  and.  happy  in 
thel " respective  schools — Smith  and  St.  George  s In  l ewpor  • ' , 

hooe  to  see  l-rltzle  'n  Northampton  on  our  wry  back  to  i.ong  Isi  n . 

v.-hat  an  eternity  since  I have  seen  you  and  nelenl 

I want  to  be  where  1 can  see  you  and  hear  aJsurr 

I have  about  10,000  ouestlons  I want  to  ask.  I want 
mvself  that  you  are  well  an"  this  winter,  .oily, 


heads  together  again  to  see 


If  we  can't  get  some  help  I'or  you, 


It  won't  he  long  now — 

: eantlme,  my  love  to  you  and  ‘‘clen  and  Herbert 


on'wvlllo,  Npw  I'amp'ihl rp 
Gotobpr  31f  19^9 


nppr=9it  ”olly, 


Cr-y.  I 

thP  a:-b 


I pm  inoloslns  p cprbon  of  my  Ipftpr  to  i-lss 
think  all  this  material  should  go  to  the  flies  at 
with  the  rest  of  the  Mark  Twain  Items. 


e have  our  bo--  t out  of  the  watpr  and  In  the 
barn,  whloh  means  th-t  our  f shlng  trips  are  ove--  for  the’ 
season.  It  looks  now  as  If  fiall  leave  here  around  ,>.ov.  9-- 

I shall  let  you  know  as  soon  as  we  know  and  I hone  we  can* 
meet  the  following  week. 


The  last  days  here  are 
year  I have  been  slowed  dovn  by  tne 
trip  to  Georgia.  That's  over  now  and 
great  deal  left  to  do.  All  goes  well 
In  fact  than  we  could  have  hoped. 


always  quite  busy  and  this 
exhaustion  following  the 
I really  don't  have  a 
with  my  mother- -much  better 


J.arrw  Gonant  Is  Just  out  of  the  hospital,  recovering 
from  a hernia  onepatlon.  Bertha  renorts  th^t  ;-rs.  Gonant  looks 
ver-y  tlr«=d,  but  the  word  from  I.arry  Is  good. 

Very  Interesting  about  Jo  and  Tito.  I am  nfrald  he 
will  hr-ve  some  t^ll  exnl^lnlng  to  do  to  so -e  of  his  friends.  I 
want  to  he°r  the  In'-l'^e  account  and  hope  th-^t  he  and  • lorence  wl  1 
be  In  ■' pw  Vork  this  winter. 


Our  love  as  always  to  Arcan  i.ldge. 


I want  to  sink  my  feet  In  them  tnere  now  carpets'. 


Garden  City,  Dec.  3,  1949 


Dearest  Folly, 


It  se=’med  to  mo  that  iielen's  plea  for  the  Fye- 
bank  would  bo  stronger  and  more  sued  ct  with  a little  re- 
a^’rangement  and  cutting.  This  I have  done,  dopy  herewith 
Inclosed.  I thought  the  first  sentence  in  the  last  oaragraph 
unnecessary.  In  writing  the  article  Helen  la  dispelling  the 
ignorance,  oer  endorsement  will  give  confidence  to  those  wno 
may  have  nesltated.  I take  It  tnat  the  -,ye-bank  wants  money 
or  Is  It  asking  for  corneas  as  well.  I don't  know  where  the 
article  will  be  published,  but  perhaps  In  another  piece  of 
literature  there  w dl  be  an  explanation  of  Just  wnat  Is  wanted. 

^ ^ I returning  Xorrls  K nst'a  letter.  Very  good. 

I am  glad  that  ne  did  not  go  on  with  the  piojcct.  The  other 
reviews  did  not  give  him  enough  support  and,  as  he  said,  he  acted 
too  nastily. 

I sending  you  a note  from  I<irs.  iMcOreery.  I think 
nothing  more  need  be  done  In  that  direction  and  If  in  due  course 
sh-  writes  for  permission  to  ouote  what  Helen  has  written  about 
hands  vou  can  refer  her  to  the  publisher. 

Also  a letter  from  Mr.  Noel  of  tne  Baptist 
tud^nt  'nlon.  I think  perhaps  you'd  better  write  to  him  this 


Incidentally  one  of  the  men  In  Keith's  office,  a 
man  of  more  than  o'^dlnary  Intelligence,  heard  the  Teacher  broad- 
cast and  thought  It  was  wonderfull  do,  no  matter  what  we  think  of 
It,  It  must  have  an  appeal.  Otherwise  the  outfit  vould  not  have 
given  It  the  second  time. 

I would  not  have  missed  I.ost  In  the  Stars.  The  sets 
end  t.ie  music  were  wonderful  and  I want  to  get  some  oi  tne  music 
lor  our  record  collection  In  New  Hampshire,  but  the  acting  was 
av.f\il.  I don  t know  which  was  worse--Todd  Duncan  or  I.eslle  Banks. 
I am  writing  to  the  Club  for  reservations  for  . ednesday — I look 
orwnrd  to  It,  as  always,  dear  Folly,  when  we  plan  a meeting. 

. True  to  nls  word.  Dr.  Ffeltfer  sent  me  his  two 
eautiful  books  and  I am  simply  wallowing  In  them.  Teacher  v.ouid 
have  loved  them,  but  I doubt  If  there  Is  much  In  them  that  will 
interest  ,;elen.  She  reads  the  Bible  for  Inspiration  ann  tnis  la 
very  scnolarly,  critical  study.  I'll  keep  h 'r  m In  mind  though 
an.  It  might  be  that  som®  of  the  paragraphs  n Isaiah  and  the 
tsalms,  etc.  would  be  worth  copying.  I will  t-lk  with  her  about 
them  first. 


/is  I told  you  over  the  telephone,  my  dress  Is 
surpassingly  beantlftil — beaut  1 fial ler  tli-an  yours — but  I am  not 

ogetpa^  happy  about  It.  1 can  only  guess  what  you  and  i.elen  are 
span  Ing  on  It  and  It  appals  me.  Vqu  must  not  do  ti'.lngs  Ilk  th-'t 
• ~~  Tha  hat  I w^iii  j.pt  you  Judge  for  yourself.  Cn 


the  b?36  I need  no  fxirther  opinion.  I picked  It  out  nil  by  myself 
end  It  l3  lovely.  Shoes  I heve  not  been  able  to  get.  I couldn't 
walk  In  those  Idiotic  Belgian  numbers  tnet  Bendel  carries.  I will 
continue  thin  search,  erfume  I.  have--you  gave  It  to  me.  Gloves  1 
have.  And  yesterday  afternoon  Katharine  Conant  gave  me  a facial 
t me n t ■" ** c lea n s 1 ng  cream>  astringent  lotlonj  foundation  creami 
touch  of  rouge  and  lipstick,  '.'hen  I came  home  Keith  said  I looked 
as  if  I might  be  developing  hydrophobia  and  Bertha  said  I looked 
all  flushed  up.  This  was  not  very  encouraging,  but  I did  like  the 
lotion  and  the  foundation  cream  and  will  get  some  when  next  1 
go  to  the  village.  Dear  me,  It  does  take  a lot  of  time  to  be 
•■'legant 

yy  love  to  you  all, 


January  22,  1950 


Dearest  Folly, 


I shall  probably  see  you  before  you  KBt 
this  letter,  but  I want  to  put  down  In  writing  that 
I shall  not  forgive  you  If  I don't  see  Takeo  again 
before  he  gets  out  of  this  country.  Keith  and  I vfere 
Just  saving  that  we  had  expected  the  table  to  be  dom- 
inated either  by  Helen  or  Vukawa,  the  most  distinguished 
pe'-sons  ther’e.  Instead  It  was  dominated  by  Takeo,  not 
because  he  reached  out  for  It,  but  because  we  all 
reached  out  for  him,  you  and  Helen  Included.  Frof. 
Bolton,  whom  I liked  very  much.  Is  the  Army  type  man, 
-'.acArthur  s man,  strong,  direct  and  I can  Imagine 
ruthless.  His  voice  softened  with  affection  every  time 
he  spoke  to  or  of  Takeo.  ^xcent  with  Helen  I have 
never  seen  anything  like  the  love  that  flowed  to  him 
from  everyone  around  him.  I told  you  that  I had  never 
seen  Keith  so  Immediately  taken  with  a man;  the  only 
adverse  criticism  he  had  for  the  whole  evening  was  that 
we  had  not  put  Takeo  In  the  center.  He  should  have  been 
opposite  nelen  Instead  of  beside  her,  but  It  Is  all 

right.  Takeo's  spirit,  like  cosmic  radiation,  penetrates 
such  obst^’cles. 

Wrs.  v-ukawa  and  I are  the  two  that  have 
tne  priceless  souvenir's  o'’  the  evening— Takeo ' s auto- 
biography with  the  autographs  of  all  present  on  the 
fly-leaf.  I read  It  the  next  morning.  In  the  whole 
history  of  the  blind  I believe  that  there  Is  no  more 
moving  story — always  excepting  Helen's.  I have  written 
to  the  nubllshers  for  more  coples--so  many  oeonle  I 
want  to  read  It. 


I wished  that  Katharine  Cornell  could  have 
been  with  us--and  Katharine  Conant  and.  In  fact, 

^ know.  That  night  at  Kthel  and 
-3die  3 t Pf el f fer  asked  me  if  I had  ever  known 
anyone  who  had  had  a religious  experience.  I said  I knew 
a numb'=»r  of  people  who  claimed  to  have  had,  but  that 
delen  s was  the  only  one  I accepted  as  such.  I now  add 
Takeo.  he  Is  a truly  religious  man,  one  of  the  saints  of 
our  time,  and  I count  It  among  the  high  privileges  of  my 
life  that  I have  been  able  to  talk  with  him  face  to  face, 
h“  only  consolation  I hove  about  the  comparative  neg- 
lect th-n  he  has  experienced  here  In  the  United  states 
Is  that  ho  would  have  far^en  mobbed  and  exhausted  If 
people  hod  only  known  what  was  among  us.  I think  very 
highly  of  MacArthur  this  mor^nlng — he  has  brains  enough 
to  U'^e  Takeo.  This  augurs  well  for  the  future  relations 
or  our  two  countries. 

It  does  troubl"  me  that  life  Is  so  stren- 
uous for  you  nnd  Hel«=n,  ^ou  must  learn  to  b“  ruthless  In 
saying  No--oniv  not  p')  me. 


My  lo  V p , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Janizary  23,  1950 


Dearest  Lawrence, 


How  else  could  Keith  and  I have  got 
through  this  last  sad  year,  had  it  not  been  that  we 
knew  there  were  friends  like  you  in  the  background? 

It  was  not  merely  Keith's  long  Illness.  That  is  not 
yet  over,  but  he  goes  to  the  office  every  day,  was 
in  V.'ashlngton  last  week  with  the  AEG  and  is  going  down 
again  next  week.  But  in  July  in  the  Bombay  crash  we 
lost  one  of  the  best  friends  we  ever  had.  he  had  be- 
longed to  me  in  a very  special  way  for  thirty-five 
years,  Keith  loved  him  too  and  we  both  realize  that 
we  haven't  tlrae  enough  left  to  make  another  such 
friend.  Kj  mother  died  on  the  Saturday  after  Thanks- 
giving and  we  have  had  other  sorrows,  but  this 
melancholy  paragraph  belles  our  spirit.  You  know  the 
line  in  the  old  ballad:  "I'll  lay  me  down  and  bleede 
a while  and  then  I'll  rise  and  fight  again."  '.Veil,  we've 
d one  tha  t . 

At  Christmas  time  I gathered  up  a 
little  sheaf  of  poems  and  had  them  brallled  for  Helen. 
'A'hen  I saw  her  the  other  day  I asked  her  if  there  was 
anything  special  she  wanted,  specifically  anything  lost 
wh«=n  her  house  bijrned  and  she  said  right  off  that  she 
wanted  your  poem  on  Jef ferson--she  had  missed  not 
having  it  under  her  fingers.  I take  it  that  she  meant 
"Xonticello ."  Am  I right?  At  any  rate  when  your  letter 
came  I was  typing  out  some  of  your  poems  to  send  to  the 
young  woman  who  copies  them  in  braille.  (How  is  tha f for 
telepathy  or  something?)  I am  sending  you  a list:  you 
will  note  that  "Albemarle  Elegy"  is  Included.  That  tells 
you  wnat  I think  of  it.  The  only  sugg,estion  I have  is 
that  I think  many  people  will  not  connect  Albemarle  with 
Jefferson.  Could  there  be  a subtitle? 

Is  tnere  any  poem  of  yours  that  you 
would  particularly  like  to  have  brallled  for  Helen? 
Another  thing:  I don't  seem  to  have  tne  one  I like  so 
much--"If  only  love  were  enovigh"--!  know  it  is  around  th 
house  3omev;here.  The  only  volume  I^  don't  have,  and  I am 
taking  steps  to  get  it,  is  "Tomorrow  Good-bye,"  in 

that”  Otherwise,  please — . 

The  life  you  and  Bandy  and  Augusta  are 
leading  sounds  very  pleasant;  it  did  us  good  to  hear 
about  1+.  I hope  the  search  for  agre.aable  living  quarter 
has  come  to  happy  fruition.  Cur  lo 'c  is  with  you  and  all 
our  hopas  ^or  a rich  and  vjonderful  year  ahead. 
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Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City 
February  17,  I950 


Dear  «r.  Whittington:  | 

i 

I 

You  must  think  I am  ! 

very  remiss  about  settling  my  accounts.  The  j 

truth  Is  that  I paid  the  Harvard  Club  bill  [ 

some  time  ago  and  have  been  waiting  around  ! 

for  the  chits  to  be  returned  to  me.  They 
used  to  do  that  automatically,  but  a few  days  I 
ago  I waked  to  the  fact  that  they  don't  do  It 
any  more  unless  you  ask  for  them'.  I asked  for  i 

them  yesterday.  I am  paying  for  the  drinks 
because  I want  to.  The  rest  Is  yours.  j 

^ ^ There  are  two  things 

I want  to  say.  One  Is  that  I am  so  happy  about 
the  new  regime  at  the  Foundation.  Here  In 
nelen  Keller  we  have  one  of  the  great  con- 
structive forces  of  our  time:  for  many  years 
it  has  hsd  to  fight  Its  way  out  through 
Jealousy  and  pettiness  and  frustration.  I feel 
now  that  It  has  been  released.  I know  that  you 
and  Kr.  Barnett  realize  that  she  is  an  old 
woman  (I  have  to  remind  myself  of  It)  but  the 
force  Is  there,  bhe  needs  rest,  and  so  does 
Folly,  and  we  hope  they  will  get  It  on  this  ' 

vacation  to  Europe,  the  first  real  vacation  ' 

they  have  had  In  years.  What  they  both  need  ' 

13  what  we  all  need  and  what  you  and  Mr.  i 

Barnett  are  trying  to  get  (and  will  get)  at  ' 

the  Foundation--the  trust  and  affection  of  ' 

the  people  with  whom  you  work.  With  this  she  ? 

and  Polly  will  spend  themselves  until  you  have 
to  tell  them  to  stop.  ’Without  It,  they' are  ' 

hurt  and  wlthdravn  and  bewildered  and  you  wont 
get  anywhere  because  they  don't  know  where  to  I 

go  or-  which  way  to  turn.  You  can  put  your 
absolute  trust  In  Amelia  Bond,  Mr.  Mlgel's  I 

secretary,  and  I don't  think  It  Is  going  to  ' 


] 


require  a great  deal  of  contact  among  you  to  « 

make  stomach  ulcers  a thing  of  the  past. 

The  second  thing  is  that  when  you  are 
settled  in  Wantagh  I hope  you  and  your  wife  will 
drive  over  to  see  us  some  Saturday  or  Sunday  af- 
ternoon. We  are  easy  to  find  on  Fifth  Street. 

The  Garden  City  Cathedral  is  at  one  end,  St. 
Joseph's  Catholic  Church  at  the  other. 

And,  oh,  yes,  there  is  a third  thing.  I 
hope  you  got  your  hat  hack.  It  is  very  Holly- 
wood not  to  own  a hat.  Polly  and  I and  some 
other  friends  had  lunch  together  yesterday  at 
the  Harvard  Club;  one  of  them  bought  a hat 
four  years  ago  for  her  father' a funeral  and 
hosn't  had  it  on  since'. 

Faybe  for  a fourth  thing:  1 am  a member  of 
the  Helen  Keller-Polly  Thomson  family.  You  want 
for  them  the  same  things  I do.  iVhenever  you 
or  Mr.  Barnett  think  I can  be  useful  I hope 
you  will  command  me. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Ill  5th  St.,  G'! rtlen  City, 
?-Gh  21,  1950 


DPfsr  Herbert, 


r think  this  Is  wh^t 
vou  want.  The  12-5-46  I tak»  It 
lust  be  the  date  on  which  the  com- 
bination wns  set. 

T.  got  the  letter  from 
CO  .ON'  T '‘Mis  morning  and  will  answer 
it  tight  away.  Looks  as  If  Helen 
got  out  Just  in  tlmp--thero  will  be 
R big  pile-up  as  the  birthday 
approaches. 

Maybe  you  can  come  out 
to  see  us  or  meet  us  In  town  while 
-obert  Is  here.  I know  he  would 
enjoy  It. 

If  anything  comes  up 
to  keep  US  from  getting  away  to- 
mo’"row  I will  let  you  know.  And  I’ll 
let  you  know  how  long  we  are  to  be 
away.  You  know  how  to  reach  us  by 
phone  In  fnowvllle. 

Love  from  us  both, 


?.3.  Can  you  tell  me 
■ Martha's  last  name?  I want  to  send 
her  a little  gift  before  she  gets 
off  to  ^Inland . That  Is  to  be  In 
June,  isn't  It? 


orlai  no . 90^83 
Cat-’ log  no.  6-B 

To  unlock  a?fe  on  comblnstlon  set  at 
f-  ctory--12-5-A6 

Tu-n  left , stopping  when  3?  comes  the 
fou-th  time  to  mark  et  top  of  dial 
■-Ing 

Txjrn  right,  stopping  when  83  comes  the 
third  time  to  mark  at  top  of  dial  ring 

'’’u'l^n  loft,  stopping  when  63  comes  the 
second  time  to  mark  at  top  of  dial  ring 

Turn  right  slowly  until  knob  reaches 
stopolng  point 

Move  right  door  handle  to  right  throwing 
bolt  s 

i‘ove  left  door  handle  to  left  throwing 
bolts 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gfirden  City,  N.Y. 
April  6,  1950 


Dear  Polly, 


I feel  3ure  that  rtelen  Keller  would 
consent  to  trenslrtlon  without  royalty  In  Korea 
of  TH-:  STOSY  OK  KY  LIFE,  »hloh  I thloi  Youla  be 
the  book  that  Hyun  Hurh  (male  or  female?)  would 
want.  Helen  Is  In  Paris  now  and  won't  be  back 
until  midsummer. 


.-4  ^ dreadfully  disappointed  not  to 

see  .vlnlfred  and  hope  at  least  to  see  you  before 
we  take  off  for  New  Hampshire  In  Kay.  iv'e  are  lust 
back  rrom  ten  days  up  there— feet  of  snow  still 

Kver  yours. 


Mrs.  Christine  Pollard 
Doubleday  & Co. 

14  V.'est  49  St. 

New  York  20,  N.Y. 


April  6,  19dO 


Dear  Mr.  Bullock: 


ls8  elen  Keller  and  her 
oorapnnlon,  Mas  Polly  Thomson,  are  now  In 
' uropp  ^or  a few  months  of  rent.  ''I'hey  8all«^ 

In  March  and  will  not  return  until  some  time 
In  July  or  Aupust,  which  meana,  of  course, 
that  iss  Killer  will  be  unable  to  accept  In 
May  the  b‘-'«utl^ul  tribute  which  the  ' etlonal 
Institute  of  .-ioclal  Sciences  has  offered  her. 
If  the  presentation  could  be  postnoned,  I 
think  she  mlpht  take  grr^'\t  pride  and  plesaure 
In  accepting  It.  In  any  event,  sh^  cannot  fall 
to  be  deeply  touched  by  It.  I aa  forwarding 
your  latter  to  her. 

Very  slncer  ly  yours. 


iittorney  for  Helen  Keller 


M,r.  Hugh  Bullock 

National  Institute  of  ;oclal  i,clences 
271  Kadi son  Ave. 

•''ew  15^  York 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  N.v. 
April  6,  1950 


Deer  Herbert, 


I am  up  to  date  as  of  this  moment  on  the 
things  you  have  sent  me.  I did  not  give  permission 
to  make  public  the  gifts  to  the  China  Welfare  Appeal 
It  Is  partly  a question  of  using  Helen's  name  too 
much  and  partly  a question  of  the  people  who  are 
ml^ed  up  with  It.  Some  of  the  names  down  the  side  of 
the  letter  I don't  like  at  all. 

We  got  back  on  schedule  yesterday, 
coming  down  by  the  '.,'llbur  Gross  Parkway,  which  makes 
the  trip  quite  a bit  easier.  We'll  go  back  as  soon 
as  mud  time  Is  over--probably  early  In  May--and  before 
we  leave  I'll  send  you  the  letters  and  my  carbons 
because  the  chances  are  that  I shall  not  be  In  GC 
when  the  girls  return. 

I saw  the  picture  In  the  Times.  Very  nice. 

I hope  the  gl-’ls  are  resting  (my  typewriter  skipped  a 
line  there)  and  that  you  are  too. 


Love, 


Ill  Street,  G^arden  City,  New  York 

April  6,  1950 


Dearest  Girls, 


I hope  you  are  having  a gay  and  restful 
time  with  the  gaiety  and  restfulnesa  mixed  In  exactly 
the  right  proportions — as  I am  sure  they  are  while  you 
are  with  Jo  and  Florence. 

The  Inclosed  I thought  worth  sending  over 

to  you. 


Dr.  Berens  wrote  hoping  that  Helen  would 
lend  her  name  to  the  Onhtha Imologl cal  Foundation  which 
would  relncornornte  as  the  Helen  Keller  ’foundation  for 
Research  Into  the  Causes  of  Blindness.  I told  him  I 
hoped  the  decision  could  wait  until  Helen's  return. 
There  have  been  other  letters,  of  course,  but  nothing 
that  nresents  any  problems. 

•■-obert  Is  basking  In  the  sun  In  Augusta, 
Georgia — having  lunch  out  of  doors  under  a dogwood 
tree  In  full  bloom.  He  will  spend  most  of  his  30-days 
le'ive  there,  since  he  likes  that  climate  better  th^’n 
ours  this  time  of  year.  Then  he  will  go  before  the 
retirement  board  and  ffter  that  will  make  plans  for 
his  future. 


We  expect  to  be  here  all  this  month, 
then  back  to  Snowvllle  as  soon  as  mudtime  la  over — 
that  Is,  early  In  May.  iMudtlrae  Is  our  most  iniquitous 
season,  with  ruts  so  deep  that  the  bellies  of  oxen 
drag  on  the  earth  when  they  walk  along  the  road. 

Katharine  Conant  and  I have  ordered 
tickets  for  the  Klng-Colt  play  which  Is  again  to  be 
the  one  based  on  Blake's  poems.  That  was  the  one  we 
saw  with  Katharine  Cornell  and  I think  Is  the  loveliest 
of  all  their  productions. 

I'll  see  Herbert,  I hope,  before  we 
vet  away.  He  was  awfully  pleased  with  the  citation 
from  the  National  Institute  of  Social  Sciences  and  so 
I was  I.  I hope  It  can  bo  arranged  so  that  Helen  can 
accept  It.  I fancy  It  will  be. 

Take  the  best  possible  care  of  your 
two  dear  selves  and  come  back  to  us  rested  and  happy. 

:-:y  love  to  Jo  and  Florence, 


April  10,  1950 


Dear  Herbert, 


T need  another  smell  batch  of  this 
sta'lonory  with  envelopes,  please, 

I Imagine  Helen  Is  a member  of  the 
‘'Committee  of  100."  Dr.  Nellson  was  the  founder 
and  It  sounds  like  a good  outfit,  but  there  Is 
nothing  she  can  do  about  It  now. 

I asked  Krs.  Garrick  to  send  the 
galleys  of  Mrs.  Ross's  book  to  me  at  Arcan  Ridge. 
They  are  due  some  time  In  May  and  I don't  know 
where  I'll  be — you  can  forward  them  to  me.  The 
'■'oreword  Is  something  I can't  do,  but  I am  so 
glad  that  ’rou  and  I together  can  keep  so  much 
of  the  underbrush  cleared  away. 

If  your  system  for  keeping  Polly's 
desk  in  order  works,  I want  you  to  take  me  on  as 
a client. 


Jx)ve, 


' • ii."3  ■■■  .<  . ■ Cwcfi  I’ 

, ^ ■ . ■■  ■ :v,ci  /^c-TaT  \ i 

I.-.  7 ■ ' T -T ''  — ( , * *■* 

-^•:v-''.  ■'  fi'‘  ‘ . 

.i!  7 1 ■ ' ‘ - 

.-trr  • '0  iffA  -Ql. 

oi'.t  rT.‘»o  7-.''l  : ^ . ■)■  : . . 

fiiioiA  So  *c  ' i iGOd  ' r^'  . -•  : 

wcnjl  i'ncft  ’ ftii.'  t *•'*  ( ■ j'y  “■ 

a.'.T  . "•»  rS  ssrij  -rcn'icl  s ■ . il'- 

on  --■  1 iud  ,0fi  .-'nfiO  i t.rtlr'J*  c -i  i ( 

dooi  o^  n«»o  T I iin  Bv-  ? J i 

a'xi-To^*  1HCX  ’-* 

oa  no  AC  ?>J  O'jy  4aAW  I ,eil~ir  ■ v 


Ill  r’lfth  St., 
April  22,  1950 


Gar’den  City,  N.Y. 


Dearest  Girls, 

The  press  cuttlnss  cnme  this 
mo”nlng  and  I will  send  them  on  to  Herbert 
He  can't  read  them,  taut  he  will  he  very 
proud  of  them.  ^ 

The  acco\mt  of  your  activities 
In  Paris  and  Switzerland  frightened  me. 

Much,  much  too  strenuous.  I know  they  were 
fun,  taut  you  both  have  too  many  resoonslbll- 
Itles  to  take  chances  with  your  health. 

You  went  to  Europe  to  rest--remember?  I 
hope  th-"t  Is  what  you  are  doing  now. 

Robert  reached  here  last 
Tuesday  and  has  gone  to  Boston  to  spend  the 
week-end  with  the  Dows,  ne  will  return 
Monday  and  go  back  to  V/ashlngton  on  <<ed- 
nesday  to  get  his  eye  and  to  have  further 
check-ups  and  to  go  before  various  boards. 
There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  tumor 
was  malignant.  At  the  hospital  they  told 
him  that  It  was  his  life,  not  his  eye,  that 
tney  were  trying  to  save.  He  has  had  no 
report  from  the  laboratory,  but  they  have 
encouraged  him  to  believe  that  the  thing 
was  discovered  and  removed  In  time  to  keen 
It  from  spreading  to  the  rest  of  his  body'. 

He  knows,  however,  that  there  Is  a chance 
that  this  has  taken  place.  He  knows  the  full 
score. 


There  seems  no  doubt  that  he 
will  be  retired.  It  will  be  with  the  rank 
of  Admiral,  but  his  retirement  pay  will  be 
such  that  he  will  have  to  find  something  to 


work  nt  to  ^tjopleniprit  it,  especially  while 
his  children  are  in  school.  He  would  do  this 
anyway,  for  he  would  not  want  to  be  idle. 

He  drove  to  Georgia,  then  drove  from 
there  here  through  Washington  and  New  York 
traffic.  I went  for  a ride  with  him  and  felt 
perfect  confidence.  He  manages  wonderfully 
and  his  spirit  is  magnificent.  No  repining. 

It  is  as  much  fun  to  be  with  him  as  it  ever 
was.  I thought  it  would  be  a great  strain  to 
look  at  this  sightless  orb,  but  it  isn't, 
he  is  completely  unself conscious  about  it  and 
in  a little  while  you  forget  it. 

Nothing  of  any  special  moment  has  come 
from  Herbert?.  If  you  haven't  already  written 
Dr.  Berens  to  give  permission  for  the  use 
of  Helen's  name  to  the  Opthalmo logical 
Foundation,  I think  it  might  be  a good  plan 
for  you  to  wait  and  talk  to  him.  The  letter 
from  Mr.  Iltchell  which  he  forwarded  to  you 
stated  definitely  that  it  was  a money- 
raising  plan.  Even  so,  it  may  be  all  right 
but  I'd  think  hard  about  it  first. 

Keith  goes  to  Oak  Ridge  on  May  2 for 
another  meeting  of  the  AEG  committee--thlnks 
he  may  be  there  most  of  that  week.  Then  when 
he  has  had  a few  days'  rest  we'll  set  out 
for  Snowville. 

Barton  Gonant  has  brought  his  wedding 
up  to  June.  Big  Cathedral  wedding  with  all 
the  trimmings.  The  bride's  parents  will  see 
most  of  through,  but  Katharine  is  giving 
a buffet  supper  for  the  bridal  party  and 
the  immediate  families.  Glnce  the  Koharts 
have  10  children  several  of  whom  are  married, 
tnls  will  be  aulte  an  undertaking  and  I may 
come  down  from  New  Hampshire  to  help  her. 


Poor  Larry  la  going  back  to  tha  hospital 
on  Thursday  for  his  third  hernia  operation, 
the  second  within  less  than  a year.  Since  It 
has  to  be  done  he  wants  to  get  It  over  and  his 
boss  wants  him  to  get  It  out  of  the  way  so 
that  he  will  be  at  the  office  during  the 
vacation  period  when  so  many  are  out.  His  own 
vacation  will  go  Into  this. 

I haven't  had  a chance  to  get  In' touch 
with  Prof.  Borton.  I'll  do  my  best,  but  I 
mav  have  to  put  It  off  until  fall.  It 
might  even  be  better  then. 

Don  Fink  and  his  wife  are  In  Furope-- 
In  England  now  at  a television  conference. 
After  that  they  will  go  to  F'rance  and 
Switzerland,  then  back  home  towards  the  end 
of  yay.  They  left  the  baby  with  Sally's 
parents  and  a trained  nurse.  Sailed  in  high 
stvle  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  the 
Radio  Kanufacturers  Association  oaylng  for 
the  trip. 

Daffodils  are  blooming  In  the  yard, 
forsythla  is  out,  leaves  are  bursting  forth 
on  the  trees,  new  blirls  are  arriving  every 
day,  and  the  sun  Is  shining.  It  Is  a nice 
time  of  year.  I can  imagine  v/hat  It  must  be 
like  v'lth  you--or  can  17  They  say  that 
Porteflno  Is  beyond  belief,  I only  hope  It 
Is  restful,  restful,  restful. 

My  love,  always. 


lil  ''Ifth  3t,.,  Garcipn  City,  N.Y. 
April  ^3,  1930 


D''ar  Harbart , 

Jn  a aapo.rate  onvelone  i am  san-^inp  you 
ao2«  Drags  cuttings  i>o3  the  Xrench  newspapers."  Hen 
I voii  can't  read  them  you  will  be  very  pleased  wi  th 
them. 


I WPP  a bit  dlstu’-bed  by  i'ylly's  last 
letter.  The  schedule  In  carls  was  murderous — I was 
afraid  it  would  be.  I only  hope  that  now  they  are 
really  resting,  but  1 doubt  It. 


'inbert  came  last  Tuesday,  out  ne  Is 
ope-atlng  on  a very  tight  schedule  and  I am  afraid  we 
shall  not  bo  able  to  get  togfethor  In  hew  York  until 
the  next  time  he  comes.  He  Is  In  Hoston  this  week-ond 
comes  back  tomorrow,  returns  to  Washington  on  ..ednesday 
to  go  back  to  the  nospltal,  then  before  various  iHavy 
boards  and  I don't  know  wnst  all.  His  futui’e  Is  very 
uncertain  indeed,  but  he  Is  ver’v  oheerful--quite  like 
himself,  lu  fsct--cnd  u is  as  tnuen  fun  to  be  with  him 
as  It  over  hes  oeon.  He  drove  up  through  the  Washington 
ho'  without  any  difficulty.  Apparently 

he  can  do  anything  except  that  he  has  to  turn  his  nock' 
mo.e.  ne  w.,11  get  his  new  eye  when  iio  goes  back  to  the 

nospli.tal. 


will  probably 
has  had  a few 
to  "uowville. 


Keith  leaves  for  Oak  Ridge  on  >.ay  2 and 
be  down  thor'e  for  a week.  As  soon  as  he 
days  rnot  after  that  jaunt  we'll  be  off 
I hopa  to  see  you  before  than. 


JjO  VO , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Crprcien  Olty,  K.v. 
xMay  9,  1950 


Dear  Herbert, 

need  not  do  anything  with  these  letters 
except  put  them  somewhere  to  wait  for  Folly's  return.  She 
will  want  to  run  through  them. 

Keith  gets  back  from  Oak  Uldge  late  this 
afternoon  and  we'll  probably  set  out  for  Snowvllle  early 
next  week.  I'll  let  you  know  as  soon  as  we  fix  a definite 
date. 


Oh,  Lord  I do  wish  I could  get  out  In  this 
beautiful  weather,  but  there's  too  much  to  do  inside 
getting  everything  packed  away  until  November. 

I hope  you  are  having  a lot  of  rest.  And  I 
wish  to  heaven  those  girls  would  send  us  a teeny  little 
word  abo\it  how  they  are. 


Much  love. 
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Ill  F^lfth  Street,  Garclen  City,  N.Y. 
May  10,  1950 


Dearest  Girls, 


We  are  off  to  Snowvllle 
on  iMonday  May  I5  and  very  anxious  to  get 
there.  We  are  late  because  Keith  had  to 
go  to  Oak  Ridge  for  a week  and  because  our 
roads  In  Raton  Township  got  washed  out  by 
a terrific  rain  which  came  in  the  middle  of 
mudtime.  The  one  up  our  hill  has  been  re- 
paired and  we  are  not  anticipating  any 
trouble,  but  the  last  few  weeks  have  been 
very  hard  on  the  natives  who  couldn't 
manage  the  (flrt  roads  without  calling  for 
a Jeep. 


Keith  was  much  impressed 
with  Oak  Ridge,  not  only  the  research 
going  on  there  (whatever  it  is),  but  also 
with  the  TVA.  He  had  always  approved  the 
TVA,  but  it  is  even  better  than  he  had 
thought  and  the  fishing  is  marvellous. 

At  this  point  the  postman 
came  bringing  your  good  letter.  I am  so  sorry 
about  the  colds.  I am  afraid  you  were  both 
much  too  worn  out  when  you  reached  Potefino 
and  I hope  your  schedule  won't  be  quite  so 
strenuous  when  you  leave. 

I telephoned  Herbert  to  let 
him  know  that  we  were  going  to  be  in  New 
Hampshire  after  Monday.  He  seemed  very  well 
but  has  a frog  in  his  throat.  I told  him  it 
was  probably  a sympathetic  frog  caused  by 
thinking  of  you  and  Helen  and  your  colds. 


MoiiaA 


^ Ufu3  3»r!nt'?«d  whjt.t  th<»  p*l'»«e 

at  Portefi«o 

We  hfld  already  guessed  what  the  set-up  h 
at  Porteflno  was  like  and  I was  not  surprised 
at  anything  In  your  letter--had  hoped,  though 
that  you  would  be  closer  to  the  water. 

The  Inclosed  about  Dr.  Allen  has  been 
lying  around  for  some  time.  A long  life,  well 
spent . 

The  papers  are  filled  v.'lth  this  dreadful 
McCarthy  business.  One  of  the  men  at  McGsaw 
Hill's  came  to  Keith  yesterday  and  asked  him 
If  he  knew  Jo  Davidson.  Keith  said  yes,  and 
then  the  man  said  that  Budenz  said  that  Jo 
followed  the  Communist  Party  discipline.  Keith 
said  that  If  the  Party  had  found  out  a way  to 
make  Jo  follow  any  discipline  except  his  own 
It  really  had  something. 

Senator  Pepper  was  defeated  In  P'lorlda. 

I don't  know  whether  this  Is  good  or  bad.  He 
seemed  very  unstable  to  me.  President  Truman 
Is  making  another  of  his  whistle-stop  tours, 
but  the  eastern  papers  are  not  paying  much 
attention  to  It. 

I was  not  surprised  at  what  Mrs.  Creighton 
said  about  your  neighbor  in  Fairfield.  There 
are  varying  degrees  of  Iniquity  among  the  5~ 
percenters  (as  among  the  lobbyists)  but  I 
should  think  a man  of  truly  sensitive  conscience 
. ould  make  his  living  some  other  way. 

All  this  high  life  tha,1^ou  and  Helen 
have  been  engaging  In  make s^ a little  weary 
even  In  the  reading  about  It.  I am  afraid 
Snowvllle  is  ray  speed.  We  are  expecting  a 
very  exciting  summer,  what  with  the  Town 
projects  that  Jim  Slmonds  has  put  in  motion. 


You  and  Helen  will  hear  all  about  them  In 
due  time  and  I h(bpe  will  have  a glimpse  of 
them  before  the  summer  Is  over. 

Do  take  care  of  yourselves.  It  makes  me 
nervous  to  have  you  both  under  the  weather 
so  far  away.  Wake  up  In  the  morning  saying  to 
yourself,  not  how  much  can  I do  today,  but 
how  little  can  I do  today.  Be  lizards  and  lie 
in  the  sun. 

We  send  love,  especially  me. 


After  your  letter  from  P'rance  I decided 
not  to  send  food.  By  that  time  It  was  a little 
doubtful  If  it  would  roach  Porteflno  In  time 
and  I felt  that  if  I sent  anything  It  would  be 
better  to  send  it  where  it  was  needed. 


Love  again. 


Juna  27,  19*0 


D*»»ir  Vt.  Dick  rthlttlnston: 


The  question  of  the 
• 4ocuT3ent*'.ry  ol  Helen  feller  k«ppe  bobbing  up. 

Here  It  Is  sgeln  from  a completely  outsl;?e 
Bource.  I nuotc  a few  paragraphe  from  h letter 
I hod  yesterday  from  a friend  of  mine  who  la  one 
of  the  editors  of  }-:c3all'e  .'aga^lne. 

"'•'esterday  I had  lunch 
with  tho  wife  of  a distant  relative  of  mine,  Xrs. 
John  Dorr,  '•'ho  does  b'autlful  photog’'*'‘pha  and  who’ 
has  me.do,  I am  told,  a very,  very  good  documentary 
oovle  of  her  husband 'a  laboratory  at  "r/eRtport.  Me 
Is  8 metallurgical  chemist  and  head  of  the  Dorr 
^omoany . 


"■  '^sterday  Vrll  (jTa. 

Dorr)  was  telling  m®  that  she  and  a friend,  a 
Viennese  who  has  Just  finished  a docutnentrry  on 
Crrandma  Xosea,  are  planning  to  go  to  Africa  In  the 
fall  or  winter  to  do  one  on  Albert  r chwelt7.er.  'But 
her  hsal  ambition  Is  to  do  one  on  Helen  Keller 
whom  she  has  seen  five  or  six  times  In  >.estport. 

"iihe  wants  to  do  it  na 

a labor  of  love  with  roally  good  people  doing  the 
script  and  music  and  let  ail  the  profits  go  to 
whatever  organization  or  foundation  or  person  that 
Helen  chose.  Of  cou’'-ne,  someone  will  h«ve  to  furnl.;h 
the  money  '’or  production  costa,  but  I am  sure  that 
could  be  managed.  . 


"Archie  ycLelsh  did  the 

script  for  Orendma  Xoaea  and  Henottl  the  music." 

I don't  know  anything  about 
. ra.  Dorr  mvaelf  and  I don't  know  whether  she  has 
mat  elen  or  not  or  has  Ju.at  seen  her  In  town,  but 
the  movie  of  Grandma  '’oses  Bounds  ll^-e  exactly  t'  e 
kind  of  thing  we  want  of  Helen.  I don't  know  when 
or  how  Grandma  /loses  will  be  “einncjpd,  but  I thought 
▼ou  might  watch  out  for  It  and  In  general  find  out 
whnt  yon  can  about  It.  "’y  friend  did  not  mention  the 
name  of  the  ;/lenne;e.  I am  writing  Helen  and  'oily 
by  this  m'-ll.  Of  course  everything  Is  tentetlje  until 


*h*>y  g(»t  htiok  to  thlH  country,  but  I thousht  the 
Dorr-  'tPnn*>9e  coaiblnntlor.  mlp,ht  be  worth  Investiga- 
tion. Xcl^lnh  might  even  be  the  one  to  do  the 
script  for  Helen;  he  Is  n friend  of  hers. 

I em  sorry  we  did  not  see  you  end  Hrs. 

'ihltt lng«-on  again  before  we  left  Long  Island.  1 
hope  you  ar-e  pleaBantly  settled  In  your  new  home. 

If  yo\j  drive  up  this  way  during  the  Hummer 
remembar  our  address  and  stop  In  to  see  us. 

.’Ith  warm  regards  to  Dr.  .l«rnett,  I am 
::lncerely  yours, 


yr.  Dick  '.'hlttlngton 

American  cundatlon  for  the  Blind 

15  'v'est  16  3t. 

'iew  York  City,  h.Y. 


f 


thine  21,  1950 


Denr  lucy, 


I «m  “io  glHfi  to  have  you  “put"  for  the 
auimer.  Ix5ok8  aa  If  I'm  never  going  to  see  Kathleen — 
her  migration  comes  after  mine.  I'm  so  glad  you 
thought  she  was  better  than  last  year. 

'A'hat  you  have  to  say  about  Mrs.  Dorr  la 
extrem*'ly  Interesting.  We've  had  the  auestlon  of 
a 'tocump'ntary  of  Helen  simmering  on  the  baolr  of  the 
stove  for  some  time.  iAst  winter  we  had  two  long  talks 
with  Wohert  Flaherty,  at  the  end  of  which  both  sides 
concluded  that  he  was  not  the  man  for  it.  Mrs.  Dorr 
seems  to  have  the  first  great  iuallfloatlon--apnarently 
she  sees  the  8r«*clsl  thing  that  Is  Helen.  She  Is  not 
the  easiest  pubjsct  In  the  world  to  photogranh,  but 
Fra.  Dorr  has  seen  her  and  knows  this.  The  mistake 
that  is  sometimes  made  Is  to  try  to  act  as  If  she  is 
not  blind.  Augustus  Tack  who  painted  her  portrait 
some  years  ago  accepted  the  blindness  as  fundamental 
and  I thought  did  a very  fine  Job.  Jo  I avldaon  Is 
now  at  work  on  a portrait  of  her  and  Holly  — tt^e 
result's  are  said  to  be  very  exciting. 

3ut  to  get  back  to  the  movie,  vnars  ago 
a monstrosity  was  produced  called  "Deliverance." 

It  was  all  full  of  sentimentality  and  symbolism  and 
goo,  a full-  ength  picture  which  open  In  the  middle 
of  the  Actors  F.qulty  strike  and  flopped  as  it 
deserved  to  do.  There  have  been  some  news  reel 
movies,  none  of  which  I have  sef^^n,  but  excellent 
movies  weee  made  of  Helen  and  Polly  when  they  were  last 
In  Japan.  This  film  Is  In  New  v^^'k,  Harts  of  it 
are  quite  thrilling,  not  only  In  the  shots  of  Helen 
herself  but  also  In  the  flow  of  the  crowds  towards 
her. 


Nothing  can  be  done  at  the  moment  because 
Helen  and  Polly  are  In  Krance.  Helen  couldn't  bear 
the  thought  of  facing  the  70th  blrthdav  celebrations 
here--th®  birthday  Incidentally  Is  today.  I don't  know 
Just  when  they  are  coming  back,  but  I am  writing  them 
about  your  letter.  Who  Is  the  Viennese  and  would  he 
have  a part  In  It?  At  any  rata  the  whole  business 
Is  worth  all  sorts  of  discussion--! 'd  come  down  from 
here  for  a conference  In  Voatport  If  It  seemed  at 
all  necessary  after  Helen  and  » oily  get  back. 

■ lot  of  people  are  Interested  In  a movie 
of  Helen,  Katha  Ine  ’’.orn'^’il  among  them.  It  Is  no 
secret  th*^t  she  hopes  some  day  to  act  the  part  of 


Tp«ch«r  ^lth«r  In  a movla  or  a play.  8he  would  have 

of  thing,  but  the  dooutnentary 
la  som<“thlng  else.  He  have  gone  over  It  with  her  and 
ahe  l3  very  enthualaatlo  about  the  Idea.  I agree  with 
you  that  the  production  costa  can  be  managed  and  I am 
writing  now  to  one  person  who  may  b»  the  kev  flKure  In 
this  asrrct  of  ♦he  affair,  but  oWrythlng  of  course  la 
tentative  tintll  after  we  have  talked  with  Helen  and 
Polly. 


-elth  and  I are  alone  on  the  hill  now.  Bertha 
arrives  Thursday  and  a young  couple  from  Keith's 
offloe--at  least  the  man  Is  there— will  reach  here 
Saturday.  I am  expecting  Ann  around  tne  middle  of 
July.  Hnole  ^had  will  not  come  this  summer,  xobert 
possibly,  but  it  Is  doubtful,  ^-e  la  still  attached 
to  the  hospital  at  dethesda  and  may  not  be  through 
with  all  the  boards  before  which  he  has  to  appear 

until  some  time  around  Thanksgiving.  As  for  the  eye 

the  condition  is  "as  good  as  could  be  expected."  Jake 
Is  In  ohlcago  at  the  Argonne  Laboratory  and  will  be 
there  until  late  summer. 

^ drop  Miss  Pennock  a note  as  soon  as  the 
4th  of  July  company  has  gone.  Thank  you  for  wrltlrif)- 
me  about  her.  ^ 

Try  to  work  us  Into  your  summer  schedule.  Ke'll 
. Iscy  to  Michigan  before  long  to  spend  a week  with 
Keith  3 Biother--oxact  time  as  yet  undetermined.  l-’xcept 
for  this,  I exoect  to  be  on  the  mountain  until  the 
middle  o November.  Keith  will  have  to  go  down  every 
now  and  then,  but  the  guests  who  are  arriving  on 
.iaturday  will  save  him  the  July  trip. 


I.ove  from  us  both,  ' 


July  4,  1950 


Jplovod  •'lorence, 


vour  l«ttpr  ser>t  m<=?  through  e perfect 
whirl  of  e;notlon.  I'iret  of  oil,  ° fleop  ’^ush  Joy 
th'>t  In  the  happlneas  th?t  I know  was  -^ours  end  Jo 'a 
= nd  delin' 0 r>nd  ’-'oily' a ■^^ou  took  tirie  out  to  write 
to  -re.  ■>'hen  e grinding  Jealousy  set  in.  I was  with  you 
and  not  with  you,  I wanted  to  be  with  you  s^d  no  bones 
about  It.  ‘•rom  Helen  I learn  th'  t all  was  as  I had 
pictured  It.  "aybe  rou  and  Jo  read  hnr  letter  to  me 
(she  otight  not  to  use  those  dear  fingers  writing  to  me, 
though  I love  h-'r  wh^n  oho  dors  it)  but  I shall  give 
myself  the  pleasure  of  putting  down  a few  ouotea  : 

"Our  v/onder-fllied  visit  with  Jo 
and  ’='lorerce.  . ."  "their  beautiful  hospitality..." 

"Never  were  two  women  more  fortunate  than  Folly  and  I 
to  hove  auch  unusual  travelling  companions..."  "Since 
we  first  met  Jo,  we  had  not  been  so  Impressed  by  his 
brilliant  talk  ns  wo  were  on  that  trip.  It  was  a nine 
of  Joyous  humor,  wise  thoughts,  colorful  anocdotos 
from  his  o’-<n  life,  animated  word-sketches  of  art  and 
artists,  ancient  and  modem,  and  witty  comments  on 
literature."  Helen  spoke  of  Jo's  marvellous  spirit 
and  compared  him  with  Teacher.  Frniae  with  her  and  with 
oily  and  with  me  and  with  Horbort  can  go  no  higher. 

And  she  spoke  of  Florence--"as  noble  a woman  as  ever 
sharp'd  the  lot  of  a man  of  genius."  How  Ir  ell  thaV? 

Of  course  we  look  forward  to 
their  return  to  Arcan  Hldge  where  I erprct  to  aavr 
a minute  by  minute  account  of  everything,  nd  when 
can  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you  and  Jo  again 
-oily  seems  very  pleased  with  the  portrait  which  is 
apparently  the  f ultlon  of  Jo's  love  and  understanding. 
Oh  i«ar,  I want  to  see  It,  I want  to  aee  Helen  end 
tolly  and  you  and  Jo--and  drcheron.  V'hat  a beautiful 
and  rorr.a  tic  place  It  must  bel 

'■ell,  the  purpose  of  this  is  to 
send  our  love  and  longing.  Mease  come  back  to  us. 


Hver  and  ever  and  ever  yours. 


July  5,  1950 


Denr  {ierbert, 


I nm  3e  ding  down  today  a manlla 
envelope  nddreaaed  to  ^olly.  It  has  In  It  the 
various  lot  tors  that  you  havo  forwarded  to  me. 
■’’hoy  have  all  been  taken  care  o^',  but  I wanted 
Folly  to  run  through  the  batch. 

■■'1th  this  I am  Inclosing  a copy 
of  a letter  I wrote  to  l.r.  %’hlttlngton  at  the 
"oun'^atlon.  It  exolalns  Itself.  Knybn  you  and 
-elen  nrd  Folly  al 'eady  know  this  I:rs . ' Dorr . 

At  any  "rte  I thought  the  whole  thing  worth 
a little  following  up.  3oonor  or  later  we  are 
going  to  have  a beautiful  documentary  of 
relan. 


V.  e had  so  3'ich  comp'ny  over  the 
week-rnd  o''  the  4th  that  the  late  arrivals 
(unexpected,  uninvited,  and  unwelcome)  nrr.ctlcnlly 
had  to  sleep  on  the  grass.  Now  Keith  and  .;ertha 
and  I are  alone — seems  good.  V. e have  a nice  mess 
of  night -crawlers  and  expect  to  go  fishing  this 
• fternoon. 

Golly,  but  I'm  glad  the  girls  are 
on  the  way  home  and  I know  you  are  too. 

Love  from  us  both. 


t 


July  13,  19*50 


Desreat  Folly, 

I can't  begin  to  tell  you  what  0 lift  It 
gave  to  ®y  spirit  to  hesr  your  vnloe  last  nlght--to 
know  tnnt  you  and  riel»n  are  safe  home  again  and 
thct  hoJBF  Is  so  beautiful. 


All  day  I had  labor®'’  under  th®  depression 
caused  by  Morris' death.  I think  there  Is  little 
doubt  that  it  was  suicide.  He  h"d  Just  finished  a novel 
and  was  in  the  state  of  depletion  that  follows  a long- 
contlnu'^d  effort  of  that  kind,  h®  was  not  veil,  end 
his  daughter,  the  prettv  red-heoSp^  recently 

b®come  engaged  to  a man  who  did  not  meet  his  full 
aoproval.  We  don't  yet  know  the  details,  tut  It  was 
done  In  such  a way  th'^t  It  could  be  passed  off  as  an 
accident.  I haven't  seen  the  papers. 


I ail  Inclosing  0 letter  from  Dick 
•■hlttlngton  and  my  answer.  I thought  thel  night 
know  something  about  this  krs.  Dorr,  but  I think 
the  documentary  would  be  in  excellent  hands  If  de 
Toohoxont  took  over. 


-.8  for  the  introduction  to  i^'iss  Ross's 
book,  I think  there  v.-ould  be  time  for  Helen  to  look 
over  th®  galleys  and  make  her  own  decision  as  to  ‘ 

whether  she  wants  It  to  stand,  Thf  book  seems  to  me 
excellent  popular  Journalism  and  Helen's  introduction 
too  hlgh-f lown--it  was  written  without  a firm  basis  of 
knowledge. 


Vi'o  were  troubled  about  Robert's  long 
sojourn  at  the  Navy  Hosnlt^l  In  Bethesda,  but  he  sp'''’a 
it  la  the  usucl  red  tape.  They  ere  making  him  a new 
eye--the  lia  not  close  eaai^y  over  the  first  one. 

Hla  family  Is  spending  the  .)u">  .er  on  ^ 10,000  bo?  e 
dude  ranch.  Robsy  Is  acting  ns  hostess,  rlt?,le  is 
running  the  Irrigator,  and  Rusz  Is  helping  •■1th 
chorea.  The  place  bolong®f  to  Bohay's  father's  est-'e 
and  th®  fixilly  Is  trying  to  build  It  Into  a growing 
concern.  Roth  children  will  be  back  east  In  th®  f"ll. 

Aa  I told  you  last  night,  "e)  th  ® -id  I 
are  going  to  ; lohlgan  before  long  to  see  his  mother. 

■fe  11  pro’oably  fly  from  New  York,  In  which  case  I 
will  go  down  to  Oardon  city  for  p®r  aps  a week--only  a 
good  part  of  tha?  week  I expect  to  spend  In  Veatport. 
There  la  no  certainty  about  1 1 rDe--depend s u;,on  an 
Atomic  nergy  'ommlttee  meeting,  Ann's  arrival,  rnd 
conditions  ft  c'lr^w  i.lll.  I'll  keep  you  In  touch, 
l-ovr , love,  io  e. 


Snowvlllp,  New  liampshlre 
July  20,  1950 


Dee rest  Polly, 


I have  decided 
to  you  since  I think  It  will 
desl  of  work  has  to  be 


to  return  nelen ' s article 
be  aafer  there  and  since  e 
done  on  it. 


wUh  u“°u"  «3,a  -hou  or  aeo  Juari^t 

articles:  ^ different 


1.  'T'he  philosophy  of  the  senses 

2.  A travelogue 

3.  A tribute  to  Jo  Davidson 


■‘•’or  the 

and  voluminous  book  on 
while  I am  In  New  York 


first  one  she  needs  to  get  the  new 
smell.  I •111  try  to  locate  this 


which  n„u,  a?  to  amplify  on  the  sense  of  taste 

;;  F?  r^fr  “FF" 

oxLlle"t!  maioatoa.  The  a«eu  map  lar,  I thoPeht 


soeclflc  no  u places  she  needs  to  be  more 

wlSi.t  distinguishes  weeds 

without  trouble.  How*’  By  smell  or  form? 

1,^  TO  ’'^tiat  dulls  her  senses?  Dust  for  touch  I 

now.  Does  fatigue  dull  touch  also?  Do-es  the  sense  grow 

Je^v  0^""^  reading  a long  time?  Pmokerf  have 

ar1endn°r  smell.  Do  the  smoking  habits  of  her 

rl  end  a interfere  with  this  sense  In  her?  ’'hn*;  dulls  ‘ 
sense  of  taste?  What  tastes  does  she  dislike? 


he> 


^ This  article  I think  should  be  entirely 
Hu"nut  Leonard  Pfeiffer's  name  omitted.  If  the 

^ r might  nave  been  subsidized,  let  the 

as’ I n tv2^ro^°  particular  places  and  persons  be  Incidental, 
•‘-’orslcr  beginning  "Once  while  flying  over 

excel  ?onT  written  about  Portoflno  Is 

Is 'enn,^2i ^ matter  why  she  was  In  Portoflno;  It 
13  enough  th«t  she  was  there. 

, , hope  she  will  some  day  write  about  her 

recent^trrn^^  This 

•nnch  F Europe  Is  too  iresh  In  her  mind,  looms 

n ch  too  large  In  the  overall  picture. 


I wHnt  her  to  do  an  article  on  Jo  similar  to  the  one 
she  did  on  Mark  Twain  In  Mldotreem.  This  I think  she  can 
do  any  time.  It  will  take  work  (you  rexember  the  labor 
that  was  expended  on  the  Mark  Twain  chapter) . The  article 
on  Jo  should  be  a warm  outpouring  of  all  she  feels  and  let 
her  not  be  dismayed  at  the  magnitude  of  the  task.  ’.Ve'll 
talk  more  about  this  when  we  get  together.  The  article  might 
be  used  as  a preface  to  Jo*5autobiography  or  as  a feature 
article,  perhaps  In  the  Times,  when  his  book  appears.  The 
Quality  o"  the  writing  (I  mean  Jo's  'rlting)  would  not 
mvStter  so  much;  It  Is  the  quality  of  Jo  that  nelen  should 
exoresB . 

I think  we'd  better  make  our  luncheon  date  at  the  Club 
for  Tuesday  August  1,  since  I am  afraid  the  Club  la  not 
open  on  Mondays  during  the  summer.  I'll  be  there  at  twelve 
o'clock.  I had  counted  upon  coming  to  Westport,  but  there 
Is  simply  too  much  to  do  In  Garden  City. 

I ax  Inclosing  Lucy  Goldthwalte' s letter.  We  must  ^Ind 
out  from  Katharine  Cornell  about  Erika  Anderson.  As  I said 
last  night,  I can't  quite  see  Van  Wyck  Brooks  as  the  author 
of  the  script,  his  la  a meditative  rather  than  a dramatic 
gift.  We  must  move  slowly  and  we  must  look  more  closely 
Into  the  de  Rochemont  possibility.  I believe  he  Is  the  man 
that  Eddie  suggested  long  ago. 

Incidentally  I found  a few  clippings  from  Australia 
In  the  bottom  of  the  envelop  containing  Helen's  article. 

I am  sending  them  back  so  they  can  go  Into  the  file. 

Ann,  Jake  and  Robert  are  In  Garden  City  this  v^eek-end. 
Ann  and  Jake  reach  here  Monday.  V/e'll  leave  them  on  Saturday 
In  many  ways  I dread  this  Jaunt  to  NY  and  Michigan,  yet  1 
want  to  go.  I find  such  trips  very  strenuous.  But  It  would  a 
be  worth  It  If  I did  nothing  but  see  you  and  Helen. 


My  love  always, 


July  20,  1950 


Dear  Lucy, 


Helen  and  Tolly  are  now  In  '.vestport. 

I t*>llrod  with  theai  In  Faria  on  Helen' a birthday 
and  found  out  then  that  they  were  due  to  be 
back  In  thla  covmtry  on  July  12.  They  exnect  to 
be  at  home  for  the  next  month  or  two,  then  they'll 
probably  go  west  for  a little  while.  I will  see 
them  briefly  on  August  1.  Keith  and  I will  be  In 
Garden  City  for  a frantic  couple  of  days  on  our 
way  to  Klohlgan  to  nee  hi  a mother. 

There  are  other  possibilities  for  the 
documentary  on  Helen.  I'll  find  out  which,  if  any 
of  them,  are  still  pending.  1 think  the  contact 
on  this  one  should  be  directly  between  Kre.  Dorr 
and  Helen  and  .'oily  since  they  are  the  ones  that 
would  have  to  work  together.  I'd  be  off  on  the 
sidelines,  ready  to  help  when  and  If. 

I haven't  had  a chance  to  got  In  touch 
with  Miss  Pennock.  Wo  had  people  practically 
sleeping  or.  the  grass  over  the  ^th  of  July  and  now 
with  the  Michigan  trip  I'll  be  delayed  again. 

Ann,  Robert  and  Jake  are  In  the  Garden 
Olty  house  this  week-end.  Ann  and  Jake  will  arrive 
here  Monday  (lobert  returning  to  the  hospital  st 
Rethesda),  Jake  will  stay  about  a week  and  Ann  and 
Bertha  will  hold  the  fort  while  we  are  gone. 

■•.‘hat  Is  the  Inside  story  on  .Morris 
Markey's  death?  I know  only  wh-t  has  been  In  the 
papers.  How  dread f\jl  for  uelen  and  Sue  to  have  to 
live  with  an  open  verdict. 

nhen  you  polish  off  the  playground  Job 
check  up  on  yourself  and  see  what  the  chances  are 
of  coming  to  Snowvllle.  '^e'd  all  love  to  see  you. 

Ever  yours. 


\ 


July  25,  1950 


Dearest  Polly, 


Of  course  August  1 will  do 
for  our  Itmcheon.  I'll  mil  you  up  after  I 
get  to  Garden  City,  but  I expect  us  to  meet 
at  the  Club  at  12:00  thet  day. 

I am  so  glad  about  the  situation 
at  the  A''B  and  ao  terribly,  terribly  sorry 
about  Takeo's  daughter. 

V/e'll  talk  about  everything 
when  we  get  together. 


Hy  love. 


Aug\3  8t  le,  1950 


Dearest  Polly, 


Well,  we  are  safe  on  the  hill  end  my 
temple  Is  healing  nloely.  It  had  turned  Into  a rather 
horrible  little  spot,  but  I think  th-t  worry  can  now 
be  dismissed. 


Mrs.  Dorr  left  a small  book  of  photo- 
graphs which  she  made  on  the  Florida  Keys  In  1929, 
titled  "In  a Blue  Moon."  If  you  haven't  seen  It,  I 
will  send  It  to  you.  The  pictures  seem  to  me  quite 
dreadful— very  arty,  exactly  wrong  for  Helen.  Ann 
found  her  personality  like  the  book,  but  the  book 
Slone  would  make  the  decision  for  us  and  the  decision 
Is  No. 


Uo  glad  that  Tama  Is  proving  satisfactory, 
oo  may  It  continue. 

The  stationery  Is  attractive  and  perfectly 
ridiculous.  I am  glad  Helen  Is  n --t  going  In  for  any 
such  absurdity,  but  then  of  course  she  couldn't. 

No  matter  what  expense  Appleton  goes  to 
vlth  regard  to  Miss  Koss's  Ms.  Helen  must  stand  firm 
about  the  Introduction  If  ore  cannot  honestly  stand 
behind  what  she  has  written.  She  may  be  able  to  do  this 
and  I hope  so  or  she  may  be  able  to  make  the  Introduc- 
tion satisfactory  by  modifying  It  a little.  There  Is 
certainly  a place  for  a book  like %3  I told 
her  and  Mrs.  Carrlck  I think  the  book  will  do  a lot  of 
good . 


I 11  be  awfully  glad  to  get  the  article 
on  the  senses.  Bend.  It  “long  any  time.  Ann  and  Hertha 
kept  everything  here  In  good  working  o^der  and  we  h«ve 
had  little  to  do  but  rest. 

We  hnve  had  a new  roof  put  on  the  barn  and 
are  now  having  the  house  painted.  We'll  be  very  fresh- 
looking In  a week  or  two.  Both  Jobs  needed  doing  and  I 
am  glad  to  have  them  done  now.  Two  of  the  men  at  work 
are  subject  to  the  dra’t  and  I think  that  a month  from 
now  our  neighborhood  will  be  scraping  the  bottom  of  the 
barrel  for  skilled  labor. 

We  have  a new  neighbor  In  Bam  F.verltt's 
house,  a Mr.  George  Bancroft  Davis  from  Boston,  said  to 
be  a multimillionaire.  **e  Is  Aj  years  old,  was  very 
badly  burned  when  he  was  25,  and  now  has  a lame  arm 
and  a lame  foot  — lives  alone  with  a chauffeur  arjd  Is 


trying  to  g*^t  a cook.  Havp  you  and  H©l©n  eve’"if  r’un 
Into  him?  I haven't  called  yet,  but  will  as  s§on  aa 
he  rturna  from  l^oaton  about  a week  from  now.  v»e  hope 
that  he  has  other  qualities  that  will  make  up  for  his 
great  wealth.  We  don't  like  to  see  the  very  rich  move 
In  among  us. 

Ann  and  Keith  are  clamoring  for  a fishing 
trlp--wlll  be  Ann's  last — and  I must  go  with  them. 

Hy  love,  eve and  always. 


Ausust  20,  1950 


Dparest  Polly, 


I am  terrible  sorry  to  have  to  report 
that  I am  disappointed  In  Jo’s  portrait  of  Helen.  That 
of  you  I think  very  good  except  for  the  right  arm  which 
seems  awkward  and  unlike  you.  He  has  Helenas  intelligence 
and  alertness  and  sense  of  humor,  but  the  special  radiance 
that  Is  uniquely  hers  la  lacking.  The  picture  came  about 
an  hour  before  Ann  left — she  and  Keith  and  Bertha  all 
feel  about  the  way  I do.  In  my  opinion  the  best  things 
that  were  ever  done  of  Helen  were  Jo's  first  portrait 
bust  and  Tack's  painting.  I'd  like  to  see  Tack's  again. 

Do  you  know  where  It  hangs  now? 

The  pamphlet  on  Helen's  visit  to  Queensland 
Is  very  Interesting.  I am  returning  It  for  the  files.  And 
I think  the  letter  from  Kr.  Peet  should  go  to  the 
foundation.  It  la  one  of  the  few  bits  of  outside  information 
that  we  have  on  Helen's  mother  and  should  be  kept.  I am 
also  returning  the  picture  of  Phillips.  It  Is  the  first  I 
have  ever  seen  and  It  occurs  to  me  that  photographs  of  him 
and  his  entire  family  ought  to  be  at  the  foundation.  People 
often  ask  about  Helen's  famlly--some  sort  of  record  should 
be  on  hand . 


I hated  to  see  Ann  start  south.  She  was  here 
for  less  than  a month  and  I was  away  for  more  than  half  that 
time.  I almost  feel  as  If  I had  not  seen  her.  She  will 
spend  tomorrow  In  tvashlngton  with  fiobert  and  hopes  at  Christmas 
to  have  him  and  hla  children  and  Jake  with  her  in  Dublin. 

Robert  Is  still  hung  up  at  Bethesda  and  expects  to  be  until 
some  time  In  October. 

Progress  continues  In  the  healing  of  my  temple 
and  as  soon  as  the  weather  clears  I expect  to  have  a shampoo. 
Seldom  have  I wanted  anything  so  much--lt's  been  more  than 
a month. 


Keith  and  Hertha  and  I are  alone  and  I hope 
continue  to  be  for  a week  or  two  while  we  catch  up  on 
things.  -I’e  both  lost  a little  weight  on  this  recent  trip 
and  must  try  to  get  It  back.  I am  eating  and  resting  as  much 
as  I possibly  can. 

I hope  you  and  Helen  ere  having  neaceful  days-- 
you  need  them  to  get  ready  for  the  fall,  and  fall  is  on  the 
way.  Asters  and  goldenrod  are  in  bloom  and  ferns  are  turning 
yellow. 


Ky  love, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  24,  1950 


Dearest  Polly, 


I think  Helen's  article  excellent . It  Is  all 
on  one  subject,  very  well  unified,  and  logical.  I found 
very  little  to  do  and  with  the  addition  of  the  new  paragraph 
I think  It  is  quite  ready  to  turn  over  to  Mr.  Pfeiffer.  I 
think  it  eminently  publishable  and  I feel  sure  that  he  will 
find  a place  for  It.  If  not,  we'll  make  a dab  at  It  our- 
selves . 


The  trouble  about  good  work  Is  that  It  brings 
on  more  work.  Now  la  perhaps  the  time  for  her  to  write  her 
appreciation  of  Jo.  At  least  It  will  be  refreshingly 
different  from  the  old  grind  and  I know  ahe  can  do  It 
beautl fully . 


The  "summer  people"  are  about  to  leave  our 
community,  which  means  that  our  lives  will  be  much  quieter. 
I have  thoiight  of  calling  Lenore,  taut  things  have  been  a 
bit  too  thick  and  from  what  you  say  I fancy  that  all  she 
wonts  for  a while  Is  rest  and  peace.  I said  that  our 
lives  will  be  quieter,  but  that  won't  be  true  until  after 
the  painting  is  done.  One  of  the  painters,  a young  man  who 
has  been  a orotege  'f  ours  will  be  called  up  within  a few 
weeks.  I can  hear  Helen  say,  "Alas I"  and  I say  It  with  her. 

Card  from  the  Adlrondacks  from  Herbert. 

He  seems  to  be  enjoying  his  vacation. 

Our  love  and  this  time  along  with  It 
special  congratulations  to  Helen. 


-ept.  5,  19^:0 


Desreat  Folly, 


Here  at  last  Is  Florence's  sweet 
letter.  The  reason  for  the  delay  is  that  I for- 
warded the  ope eta tor  to  ann  In  augnata  without 
opening  It  and  tne  letter  has  Just  now  returned 
to  me. 


I hope  Herbert  Is  back  home,  much 
refreshed  by  his  vacation.  Ve  have  been  almost 
rained  out,  but  wnen  we  remember  the  brownfield 
fire  we  are  glad  of  a wet  fall,  no  matter  how 
many  Inconveniences  It  causes.  The  chief  one  at 
the  moment  Is  that  our  hill  Is  no  muddy  and  soft 
that  nothing  but  a Jeep  or  something  of  the  kind 
can  come  up.  Gur  o'n  car  la  packed  below  the 
barn.  As  soon  as  the  rain  stops  (which  looks  Ilk 
today)  the  road  commissioner  will  fix  us  up. 

F.ust  go  to  town  in  a little  while 
e are  out  of  nearly  everything. 


Lots  of  love. 


Foas  .Voun^^nln,  nnowvllle.  New  Hempahlre 
September  10,  1950 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  been  over  Helen's  speech  and  I think  It 
Is  now  all  right.  I cut  out  the  sentence  about  the  Pente- 
costal tongues  of  fire;  It  Is  too  close  to  the  Promethean 
Image  and  confuses  things  a bit. 

I left  out  the  part  about  the  UN  being  the 
first  body  embracing  the  Interests  of  humanity  to  use 
wealth  for  progressive  enlightenment,  etc.  It  may  be  the 
most  comprehensive,  but  It  Is  not  the  first.  I left  out 
about  the  life  more  abundant  depending  upon  what  we  put 
In  rather  than  upon  what  we  take  out.  It  Is  a trite 
saying  (though  true)  and  It  Is  not  needed.  And  the  more 
the  whole  thing  Is  shortened  the  better.  I know  Helen  will 
make  an  Impressive  appearance  and  that  It  will  do  much  to 
strengthen  faith  and  hope. 

It  Is  too  bad  that  you  are  not  having  your 
month's  rest  In  Colorado.  I am  so  glad  that  Leonard  Pfeiffer 
liked  lelen's  article  and  I hope  he  Is  successful  In 
placing  it.  The  best  of  all  good  news  Is  the  spirit  that  now 
reigns  at  the  foundation — a fine,  generous  man,  th»t  Barnett. 

I am  sending  Bertha  dov'n  on  the  22nd.  Keith 
will  leave  on  the  30th  to  spend  a week  In  NY.  Then  I hope 
he  can  stay  here  without  Interruption  until  we  close  up 
shop  In  November.  Already  the  leaves  are  turnlng--the  season 
Is  coming  to  an  end. 


.'.uch  love,  as  always. 


<ipt.  13,  1950 


Dearest  Polly, 


I can't  thlnJr  of  anything  b\it  you  and 
r.olen  there  wltnout  Herbert  and  the  helpleaaneaa  of 
some  of  thoae  of  us  who  love  you  so  much  to  step  In 
and  do  anything.  Lenore  and  Katharine  Cornell  and  I 
all  had  the  Impulse  to  come  to  you  at  once,  but  on 
second  thought  we  all  decided  against  It.  We'd  be 
there  to  be  looked  after  and  I am  afreld  that  we'd 
complicate  tnlngs.  There  Is  not  one  of  us  wbo  could 
do  Herbert's  work  even  for  a day,  not  one  of  us  who 
would  even  be  a competent  chauffeur  and  this.  In  a way. 
Is  wh“t  voti  need  most.  I think  fjldney  Smith  Is  your 
best  bet  If  you  want  someone  from  the  outside.  Kay 
would  be  better  and  she'd  be  there  but  for  her  sprained 
ankle.  Lenore  drives  only  very  short  distances  now  and 
I am  always  nervous  with  Helen  in  the  car.  Lenore  had 
the  thought  that  she  might  hire  some  one  to  drive  us 
down,  but  I didn't  tnlnk  this  would'  be  a good  plan. 

It  makes  me  ache  all  over  to  think  of 
the  future  and  I can't  help  thinking  of  It.  If  the 
colony  Is  to  break  up  within  a few  years,  as  Herbert 
thought,  I don't  see  how  you  and  Helen  can  live  out 
tnere  alone — and  I don't  know  how  you  will  both  feel 
about  tre  place  now  that  Herbert  is  gone,  ''^ou  don't 
either,  of  course.  Not  yet.  And  thank  dod  you  don't 
have  to  do  anything  In  a hurry. 

Kxcept  maybe  one  thing.  I know  you 
left  everything  to  Herbert,  but  Is  the  will  fixed  so 
that  Herbert's  heirs  Inherit  from  him?  I know  fnat  If 
an  tnlnK  happened  to  you  or  Helen  you  would  not  want 
Terbert's  daughter  to  have  what  you  left  him.  -e  all 
now  have  to  keep  our  houses  In  order  day  by  dav  and 
before  yoTi  and  'Helen  set  out  for  Chicago  I think  you 
ought  to  talk  with  Amelia  about  this. 

.e  haven't  had  yest'rday'a  paper,  but 
a friend  of  ours  brought  up  word  last  evening  that 
Harvey  Gibson  had  died.  He  had  been  111  ^or  some  time 
and  the  end  was  not  unexpected.  I wonder  now  If 
another  trustee  for  Helen  should  be  chosen  In  hls 
place.  I don't  feel  that  the  trustee's  ever  did  exactly 
wh'>t  Teacher  had  wanted  them  to,  but  this  was  because 
thev  all  depended  upon  Hr.  Hlgnl.  If  anyone  Is  chosen 
It  snould  be  a yoxjnger  man. 

Katharine  Cornell  yesterday  said  she  had 
a lot  to  tell  me--that  she  had  wheels  In  motion.  1 


tfilnk  the  presentation  of  Teacher  haa  top  priority  on 
her  list  ani  I hope  aoxethlng  com«3  of  It.  V.'e  have 
that  to  look  forward  to. 

I wonder  If  you  and  Helen  need  to  get  away  from 
Arcan  Ridge,  '..’ould  you  like  to  come  up  here"  Yqu  know 
we  always  want  you.  And  I am  always  ready  to  come 
to  you. 

There  is  no  use  blinking  It.  The  pain  of  losing 
Herbert  will  always  b'^  with  us.  I have  found  that  you 
never  c°aae  to  miss  one  that  you  have  loved  and  we 
loved  him,  but  life  rearranges  Itself  somehow  and  we 
go  on--but  oh,  when  I think  of  the  hundred  details, 
the  sad,  sad  things  you  must  do,  and  the  emptiness 
around  you  and  the  next  homecoming.  Thank  God  you  and 
Helen  are  busy  and  that  you  know  you  are  useful, 
rfore  than  ever  you  must  take  care  of  yourselves. 

Think  hard  now  before  you  make  any  major  decisions. 


i'.y  love  la  with  you, 


EASTON,  Conn.,  Sept.  12  UPl— 
Herbert  R.  Haas,  a friend  of  Miss 
Helen  Keller,  blind  author  and 
educator,  was  found  dead  here  to- 
day in  his  room  at  Arcan  Ridge, 
the  Keller  estate.  He  was  55  years  ; 
old.  ^ 1 

Pronounced  in  excellent  health  ] 
after  a physical  check-up  last  j 
week,  Mr.  Haas*  apparently  had  j 
collapsed  after  going  to  his  room  j 
for  cigars.  a 

Mr.  Haas  took  care  of  the  es- 
tate, but  Miss  Polly  Thompson,  g 
iMiss  Keller’s  companion,  said  his  j 
I relationship  to  Miss  Keller  was  j, 
'“more  like  a brother  than  an  em-  j 
'ploye."  He  had  accompanied  Miss  j. 
jKeller's  party  on  all  her  travels,  g 
.After  their  former  home  here  was 
^destroyed  by  fire  while  he  was  in 
[Europe  in  1946,  he  vowed  never  to  ^ 

I leave  the  rebuilt  place.  j, 


September  19,  1950 


Dear,  dear  Florence  and  Jo, 


^ou  Know  the  bald  and  terrible 
fact;  you  want  to  know  eve-ythlng.  The  whole  story  will 
have  to  wait  until  we  see  you,  but  In  the  meantime  I will 
fill  In  a little  bit. 

Herbert  had  recently  returned 
from  a pleasant  vacation  in  the  Adlrondacka.  He  had  had 
an  upset  one  night — pain  In  his  back--but  the  doctor 
who  examined  him  gave  him  relief  and  pronounced  him  In 
excellent  condition — heart,  lungs,  and  all  that.  The 
morning  of  his  death  he  and  Helen  had  a Jolly  breakfast 
together  and  He>'bert  went  out  to  make  plana  for  some 
8helv®8  that  Helen  wanted  In  her  study.  Polly  who  has 
her  breakfast  In  bed  got  up  aro\md  10  o'clock  and  went  to 
Herbert's  room  to  put  a jar  of  cold  cream  on  the  dresser-- 
found  him  on  the  floor  with  cigars  scattered  around 
and  thought  he  had  perhaps  had  a dizzy  spell.  The  body  was 
still  warm.  screamed  for  Tama,  the  Japanese  cook,' and 
called  the  doctor,  nelen,  aware  of  rushing  feet,  thought 
an  emergency  telephone  call  was  the  cause  until  Polly 
came  to  her  "in  a dying  condition."  Helen  thought  she  was 
losing  Polly  until  Polly  managed  to  shape  the  words. 

■hile  they  were  waiting  for 
tr.e  undertaker  roily  called  me  and  I telephoned  or 
telegraphed  people  in  New  vork  and  elsewhere  who  needed  to 
know.  I had  not  Intended  to  go  down  myself,  but  I found 
I could  not  stay  away.  I had  to  be  with  them.  Katharine 
Cornell  came  from  the  Vineyard  and  the  four  of  us  were 
together  the  night  of  the  services.  It  was  good  that  our 
dear  girls  had  oome  one  with  them,  for  a t Ing  had  come 
up  abo\it  (Herbert  which  hurt  them  very  much. 

, _ The  Ohlef  of  Police,  a good 

trlend  of  Herbert's,  told  Folly  the  morning  he  died  that 
Herbert  had  been  reconciled  to  his  wife.  ..'e  were  all  glad 
of  this,  bu'*^  what  hurt  i’olly  and  Helen  was  that  Herber't 
had  not  told  tnem.  They  felt  that  they  could  have  made 
life  so  much  easier  for  him  If  they  had  known.  The 
reconciliation  was  brought  about  through  the  daughter  on 
her  Jlst  birthday.  Herbert  had  been  seeing  a great  deal 
of  them  and  In  order  to  do  so  had  been  obliged  to  oractlce 
imail  deceits — unimportant  except  for  the  hurt  to  Helen 
end  -’oily.  He  was  planning  to  remarry  his  wife,  but  he  had 
told  her  tnat  he  would  never  give  up  Helen  and  .oily. 

^be  trouble  was,"  Mrs.  Haas  said  on  the  morning  when  she 
and  the  daughter  came  to  see  our  girls,  "he  loved  all  four 
of  us. 


Tho  wife  we  think  la  all  right.  I mot  her  at  the 
se»-vlcea.  Hut  the  daughter  la  aomethlng  olae  again — a 
rellgloua  fanatic  In  the  New  Apostolic  Church  (whtever 
that  Is).  At  any  rate,  they  took  over  the  funeral  and  I 
cannot  tell  you  how  awful  It  was.  If  you  can  imagine  an 
Ignorant  Irish  Catholic  priest  with  a cross  strain  of 
some  other  blood  who  la  so  dreadful  that  he  has  been  un- 
frocked you  will  have  some  faint  Idea  of  the  man.  Ke 
spoke  for  more  than  an  hour  without  ever  mentioning 
Herbert,  the  tenor  of  It  being  "I  don't  want  to  scare 
vou,  but  some  day  you'll  be  like  this  person  here." 

Our  service  for  Herbert  came  afterwards  when  we 
gathered  at  "Uncle  Qua 'a"  barn — r.olen  and  Polly, 

Sandra  and  Stuart  Qruramon,  .;obert  and  Katkii Id e Pfeiffer, 
"thel  and  l':ddle,  Katharine  Cornell  and  I — we  had  all 
loved  him  and  I know  that  he  had  loved  us.  .e  needed  only 
you  two  to  make  the  circle  complete  that  night. 

The  girls  vjere  fortunate  In  having  In  the  kitchen  a 
ciapanese  who  is  excellent.  He  do-^s  not  know  how  to  drive 
a car  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  they  will  have  to 
have  someone  else,  perhaps  a couple.  They  have  two 
good  leads  and  this  may  be  settled  tomorrow.  Temporarily, 
with  the  neighbors  standing  by  to  be  helpful,  they  are 
managing,  but  It  will  be  a relief  to  us  all  when  they  have 
their  own  set-up  again. 

'■>'e  all  feel  that  under  the  circumstances  Herbert's 
happiest  days  were  behind  him.  From  here  on  out  he  would 
have  been  so  torn  between  his  loyalties.  And  we  all  feel 
that  granted  his  basic  equipment  he  >]sd  given  a magnificent 
account  of  himself.  We  talked  ourselves  out  while  I was 
at  Aroan  Ridge  and  I left  Helen  and  Polly  at  sc  work  on  a 
speech  which  Helen  is  to  deliver  before  the  UN  late  In 
October.  They  are  both  well,  both  eager  for  the  tasks  that 
lie  ahead.  There  la  no  thought  of  giving  up  their  home. 

Also  no  thought  of  staving  there  all  the  time.  California 
next  to  dedicate  a school  for  the  blind.  Mayo  Clinic  for 
a routine  onnek-up  and  after  that  It  may  be  oouth  Africa. 

Ch,  how  they  loved  their  days  with  you  this  summer  I 
And  how  they  miss  you — and  how  we  all  miss  you.  ’ on't 
worry  about  them.  They  are  all  right.  It  may  take  a little 
while  to  get  adequate  help,  but  In  the  meantime  there  Is 
enough  to  enable  the  girls  to  carry  on  with  the  things  that 
are  Important  to  them  and  to  the  world. 

I send  my  love  to  vou  both,  k«ith's  goes 

with  It. 


P.  . I think  I never  said  th‘■^t  the  Immediate 
ca\)se  of  death  was  a cerebral  hemorrhage. 


-ept . <il,  1950 


DRsrest  oily. 


0n*>  wpok  pgo  today  I left  here.  It  doesn't 
seem  possible  that  so  much  oould  have  happened  In  so  brl'f 
a time.  I would  never  have  believed  that  you  could  find 
some  one  to  take  Herbert's  place  so  quickly  or  that  the 
time  oould  ever  come  when  you  would  be  glad  to  have  some 
one  In  hla  stead.  I think  so  mtich  of  him  and  of  the 
cloud  that  has  shadowed  our  grief,  but  I am  convlnc€>d  that 
there  was  nothing  but  love  In  the  poor  fellow's  heart 
as  he  stood  there  In  his  room  for  the  last  time — perhaps 
too  much  love;  his  Ideal  love  for  you  and  Helen,  his 
earthy  love  for  that  woman  and  his  child.  It  was  too  much 
for  him.  I have  written  Elsa,  but  I did  not  tell  her 
anything  about  Herbert's  family.  I did  tell  her  about 
Lillian  and  her  husband  because  I know  It  will  relieve 
the  anxiety  about  you  two  that  she  shared  with  us  all. 

I had  a very  pleasant  time  with  Jake  and 
for  the  first  time  saw  the  movies  which  he  took  o us 
th?t  day  in  the  back  yard  when  you  and  Helen  and  I were 
g Ing  over  papers  together.  They  are  remarkable.  ..e  were 
not  aware  that  they  were  b°lng  made  and  you  feel  It.  This 
Is  no  picture,  this  Is  the  real  thing,  nhat  he  has  lasts 
for  only  a few  minutes,  but  Helen  Is  beautiful,  '^ou  must 
see  It  after  I return  to  New  ''ork.  ”e'll  go  down  and  have 
a drink  with  him  some  afternoon.  Dick  A'hlttlngton  might 
Join  us.  It  makes  me  feel  that  If  we  had  someone  following 
..elon  around  like  a puppy--and  It  need  not  be  an  expert-- 
we  might  at  least  get  a record  which  would  be  useful  to  the 
•oundatlon  and  schools  If  nowhere  else  and  it  needn't  cost 
much.  Jake  also  has  a set  of  records  of  3outh  African 
veld  songs  which  ■■'ou  must  hear. 

You  and  Helen  may  find  that  you  enjoy  your 
week—^nds  alone  and  when  Katha  Ine  and  "ake  and  I come  up 
to  have  lunch  with  you  we'll  bring  sandwiches  and  you'll 
make  coffee  and  It  won't  b“  any  trouble  to  anybody.  I feel 
that  the  two  of  you  will  go  forward  with  unabated  vigor, 
nerbert  had  made  his  contribution,  a very  great  one,  Kow 
it  Is  time  for  someone  elaa. 

home  old  friends  of  ours  are  arriving  this 
evening  to  spend  a few  days  with  us,  i.obort  Collins  who 
trachea  g-iology  at  c.'mlth  and  hla  wife.  Robert,  or  "Hossum," 
38  we  call  him,  was  In  college  with  elth. 

I'll  have  a chance  to  send  this  down  the 
hill  In  a few  minutes.  I'll  write  you  again  after  I have 
se®n  enore. 


God  keep  you  both 


ept . 23,  1930 


D^ar^st  oily. 


I want  you  and  Helan  to  know  tint  our 
llttlp  town  la  half  ba^lde  Itaelf  with  dpllsht.  Before 
I went  away  I asked  the  schoolteacher  to  get  a catalog 
of  playground  equipment.  It  waa  ready  for  me  when  I 
came  back,  wUh  a notation  at  the  side  of  a very  fine 
metal  unit  consisting  of  teeter,  slide,  trapeze',  and 
a couple  of  swings,  that  this  would  Ideal  but  was  of 
course  out  of  the  ouestlon,  but  maybe  we  could  manage 
3om«  of  It.  kelth  and  I decided  to  get  the  whole  thing. 
Vhat  pleases  the  people  most  Is  thst  rielon  Is  connected 
with  It  (they'll  listen  a minute  about  Herbert,  then 
the  flood  of  questions  about  Helen;  and  when  I tell  them 
that  some  of  tne  trees  along  Helen's  walk  came  from  our 
own  township  here  they  puff  up  like  pigeons  and  begin  to 
•3 1 rut . 


The  town  Is  so  poor  that  by  the  time  they've 
bought  wood  for  the  school  and  fixed  up  the  chemical 
toilets  and  patcned  the  roof  of  the  school  house  there 
Is  nothing  left  to  buy  playthings  to  take  care  of  the 
children's  physical  well-being.  The  schoolteacher  said 
it  was  the  most  wonderful  thing  that  had  ever  happened  to 
the  school  and  the  head  of  the  school  board  came  up 
waeterday  afternoon  to  tell  me  that  there  was  nothing 
we  could  have  thought  of  that  would  have  done  the  town 
30  much  good,  .-(ithln  24  hours  of  the  time  I handed  over 
the  check  the  unit  was  ordered  and  a g^'oup  of  men  was 
recruited  to  make  the  ground  ready  by  cutting  down  dead 
trees  and  building  concrete  forms  to  set  the  posts  In. 

I love  having  Helen's  name  connected  with  something 
besides  the  bllnd--wlth  children  playing  happily  and 

thinking  of  hei for  It  Is  of  her  that  they  will  always 

think.  (And  this  doesn't  mean  that  I want  anything  taken 
from  the  blind.)  It  is  going  to  mean  a general  renovation 
and  clean  up  of  the  school  In  every  way  and  ther  will 
oe  a plaque  on  the  wall  Inside  v;lth  photographs  of  Helen 
here  on  the  hill  and  an  explanation  of  how  the  playground 
equipment  came.  I want  to  give  a good  bit  of  thought  to 
this  and  may  have  to  send  It  back  after  we  reach  New 
''0''k--the  Important  thing  now  Is  to  get  the  children 
swinging  and  sliding. 

l^enore  called  last  night  to  say  that  she 
could  not  com-'  this  week-end,  but  would  be  over  one  day 
next  week.  Idnny  was  delayed  In  reaching  ..olfeboro  and 
tne  re  wasn't  time  for  them  to  get  here.  :>he  was  greatly 
relieved  to  hoar  about  Lillian  and  her  htiaband. 


I know  you  and  Helen  are  happy  about  the  award  to 
Bunche.  Such  heartening  things  do  happen. 

We've  had  a lovely  week-end  with  old,  old  frlenda. 
Last  night  we  lounged  around  down  here  In  the  Annex 
with  a fire  In  the  Franklin  stove  and  played  records 
and  thought  of  you  and  Helen  and  wished  for  you. 

■^leasp  rest  yourselves  as  much  as  you  can  and  don't 
worry.  I see  much  radiance  In  your  future  as  I look 
towards  It. 


y.j  love,  as  always. 


-ept.  27,  1950 


De:;.r  Dick, 


„ , „ ^ lltt  e project  here  to  make 

helon  iCeller  a living  presence  in  our  comimmlty 
It  is  a long  story  and  I won’t  go  into  it  until* 

I see  you.  Meantime  whc.t  I would  like  is  three 
or  four  of  those  cards  vlth.  the  Braille  alphabet 
on  them,  aiso,  if  you  have  them,  cards  vrlth  the 
manual  alphabet^—soniething  I can  show  the 
children  when  I explain  how  Helen  eommunlc' tes 
with  the  world. 

^OT  the  first  time  since  I have  nov^n 
tnem — and  I hr.ve  been  an  intimate  friend  for 
more  than  a quarter  of  a century — Helen  rnd  Polly 
sre  completely  happy  in  their  rel'-tlona  with  the 
AFB.  In  the  midst  of  this  disaster  that  has  ox’-or- 
t'’ken  them  that  is  my  greatest  comfort. 

When  I get  bock  to  Nev;  York  in 
November  we'll  t:  Ik  more  about  the  documentory 
Krc.  Dorr  is  out.  OUT*.  She  couldn't  do  it  in  a 
thousrnd  yeers.  But  there  are  other  ways, 

This  is  a new  typewriter  and  the 
keys  sticj:— excuseitniease . 

! 

bith  the  x^armost  of  good  wishes  to  you 
and  Dr . Bv  mett , I run 


Sincerely  yours, 


) 


I 


September  23,  1950 


De-’.r  Jo  and  Florence, 

No  doubt  by  this  time  you  hr>ve 
my  1 ttor  of  Copt.  19.  I addressed  It  to  Paris . 

You  will  not  bo  aurprined  to  '>aaow 
that  lielon  and  .oily  have  been  carrylns  on  wltbout 
breaking  t’.  olr  stride.  They  have  had  a great  meeting  for 
tho  deaf -blind  at  Arcan  Ridge,  tVioy  are  having  I’unch 
tomorrovr  with  tho  wife  of  the  Indian  delegate  to  the 
UN,  and  they  aro  leaving  on  Sunday  for  tho  west  coast 
where  -.el on  v^lll  open  a new  school  for  the  blind.  Thoy 
will  stop  at  the  Aayo  Clinic  for  a routine  check-up 
and  return  to  Connecticut  on  Oct.  19,  about  a week 
before  Helen  la  duo  to  speak  at  the  UK. 

It  has  been  difficult.  Tama  has 
carried  on  in  tho  kitchen  and  the  neighbors  have  stood 
by  with  their  a’.!tomobiles  and  in  other  ways.  On 
Sat'ir’ay  a new  regime  will  begin  under  v?hat  seem  to  be 
very  bapy  ausrices.  On  the  day  Herbert's  death  was 
announced  In  the  papers  a colored  woman  from  Jamaica, 
L.I.,  daughter  of  a woman  v?ho  used  to  saw  for  Teachor, 
called  Polly  to  ask  If  she  could  help.  Polly  didn't 
neo'^  her  then,  but  asked  her  to  corns  up  the  no:ft  week 
and  talk  It  over.  The  upshot  Is  thjt  she  and  her  husband 
will  bo  Installed,  she  for  tho  inside,  he  for  the  outside 
work.  I have  nover  mot  either  of  them,  but  whrt  I like 
most  Is  thot  they  begin  with  a strong  basis  of  affection. 
Hr.  Shlrae  has  found  another  position  for  Tama,  a groat 
rollof,  for  they  hated  to  let  him  go,  erbert  cannot 
bo  replaced,  but  I think  the  girls  are  off  for  another 
run.  Invincible  thoy  are  and  they've  never  proved  it 
more  th.  n nov,'. 


Your  letters  and  the  char!’;lng 
note  from  tho  Becheron  staff  have  beon  a gro' t help 
to  them.  I -,t-y  In  touch  by  telephone  and  If  thoro  Is 
any  upset  about  the  colored  couple  I m -y  go  down  ag.'iin 
to  Arcan  Rldgo.  However,  I think  there  will  not  be. 

Rest  assured  th  t I will  keep 
you  In  touch  If  anything  untoward  happens.  It  will  be 
a long  time  before  Melon  and  Polly  aro  settled  Into  a 
normal  routine,  but  In  tho  meantime  they  hrve  help 
enough  to  ga  on  with  their  really  Import  nt  work.  Thoy 
feel  very  close  to  you  two  and  love  thinking  about  you. 
So  do  we. 


/ \!  Ch  H 


Foss  Mo'jntr.ln,  Snowvllle,  Ne’-  Hampshire 
September  "0,  1950 


Dears rt  Polly, 


I think  Helen's  speech  very  good.  I have  made 
slight  changes  In  sentence  structure  In  ono  or  two  places 
to  make  the  statement  stronger  ■ nd  1 have  omitted  the  second 
paragrapgh.  The  gist  of  it  is  implied  in  the  next  paragraph 
and  is  restated  in  the  last  x>ara,grn  -h.  I wish  I could  be 
present  to  hoar  her  deliver  it.  The  occasion  seems  to  me  a 
great  milestone  on  the  path  that  Helen  has  followed  all  her 


It  is  pitiful  th' t Mrs,  Haas  is  so  convinced 
th'-t  you  and  she  and  Helen  could  have  been  such  closo  friends, 
but  it  is  a tribute  to  you  thrt  she  does  feel  so.  It  shov.’s 
also  th  t Herbert  never  wavered  in  his  loyalty  to  you.  How 
he  ever  thought  be  could  eat  his  cake  and  have  it  too,  which 
Is  something  no  one  else  has  ever  been  able  to  manage,  I 
don't  laiow,  but  it  seems  obvious  thrt  he  had  something  In  mind. 

This  week  has  bean  pretty  well  taken  up  with 
company  and  one  thing  end  another,  Lenore  was  due  to  cell  me 
and  I hope  to  hoar  from  her  before  the  day  is  out.  If  not, 

I 11  try  to  drive  over  to  see  her  some  time  next  week  vjhlle 
I am  here  alone.  Katharine  Conant  Is  not  coming.  Family 
complications  in  the  way  of  colds,  etc.  She  has  ordered 
tickets  for  you  and  me  and  Ethel  and  herself  for  the  Ethel 
Merman  show — asking  for  Kov.  15,  22  or  Dec.  6.  I’ll  let  you 
know  how  she  comes  out, 

I hope  the  Clinic  gives  you  both  a good  report. 
Take  extra  pedal  care  of  yourselves.  This  has  always  been 
Important.  How  It  Is  vital. 

My  lo  o surrounds  you  both  vrherover  you  are'. 


Letter  from  Jo  asking  me  to  tell  him  everything. 
He  must  have  got  my  letter  before  this  reached  me,  but  I 
wrote  ag  .In,  bringing  him  and  Florence  up  to  date — so  glad 
to  be  able  to  tell  them  th”t  Lillirn  and  her  husband  were 
taking  over. 
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October  i6,  19^0 


Derrest  Kelsn, 

aany  thanks  for  your  beautiful 
letter.  I sh' 11  treasure  It.  I have  dreamed  about 
Herbert  severe!  tira9s-*-and  elwcys  as  alive  and  hao’-y . 

Ko  more  money  is  needed  for  the  play 
equipment,  but  I shall  want  you  and  Polly  to  help 
Bid  rleslirn  the  plaque  or  pictu’”e  or  vihatever  we  decide 
uoon  to  hang  Inside  on  the  schoolhouse  v.>all.  There  is 
no  place  on  the  equipment  Itself.  There  has  been  a, 
delay  about  getting  it,  orobably  because  of  the  waJ, 
but  it  is  promised  and  is  due  now  almost  any  time/ 
pick  Vhlttlng-^on  has  sent  me  Bome  cards  with  the 
urallle  alphabet  which  I can  show  the  children  end  he 
will  send  me  the  now  brochure  on  the  manual  alphabet 
when  it  Ir,  re  dy. 

I expect  to  be  in  touch  with  lolly 
by  telephone  before  long.  I am  extremely  anxious 
io  hear  in  det- il  about  the  report  that  the  hayo 
Clinic  gavo  hor.  I hope  that  when  the  UN  speech  is 
ever  that  she  will  be  able  to  rest,  rest,  rest  for 
a while.  She's  had  many  warnings  and  if  she  doesn't 
heed  them  we  shall  find  that  It  is  too  late.  Think 
long  and  hard  before  you  make  any  decision  about 
South  Africa.  No  matter  wh  t promises  are  made,  it 
will  be  very  strenuous. 

Lenore  drove  all  the  way  from  V.olfeboro 
to  hear  about  Herbert  and  to  learn  at  first  hand  how 
you  and.  Polly  v;or-e  getting  on.  loyal  friend  j'ou 
have  there,  one  vho  loves  you  both  verj'  much.  There 
were  many  things  I wanted  to  talk  with  her  about 
but  thero  was  not  time . 


It  is  good  to  think  of  you  at  rcan 
Ridge,  but  I wish  I had  you  both  here  this  morning  to 
see  the  color  on  1 he  trees  and  the  snow  on  the  moo'ntalns 
and  to  bre  tho  In  this  light,  invigorating  air.  -'o'll 
rave  only  a few  more  weeks  of  It  before  vjo  h-  ve  to 
return  to  Garden  City.  One  of  the  compen nations  is  that 
we  shell  see  you  and  Polly  very  soon  aftQrw.erds. 


Our  lovo  is  with  you. 


Oct.  13,  1950 


Dearest  folly, 


You  will  v.f.nt  to  rear^  thic  sweet 
letter  from  Florence.  You  mlshl  ret’^rn  It  to 
me  since  I must  answer  It  one  of  these  days. 

The  color  on  our  hlllsld*es  is 
lasting  miraculously  this  yea»' — I thlnlc  becaumo 
ve  have  had  a wot  season.  And  it  is  still  so 
wars,  t at  Keith  is  going  fishing  with  Jim 
Simonds  this  afternoon,  'e  have  had  frost, 
though,  and  most  of  the  flowers  are  gone. 

I haven't  heard  from  Kath:  rlne 
Conant  as  to  whet-  er  or  not  she  got  the  tlc'tets 
for  dtbel  -.erman.  The  reviews  were  excellent 
and  I want  to  see  it. 

I do  hope,  folly,  tlt'^t  you  are 
wahlng  in  the  acming  with  the  doterr'ln'-tion  to 
see  not  hov  much  you  can  do  during  the  day,  but 
how  little.  Please  try  this  system  for  e v'hlle — 
I think  you'll  find  th't  it  A-rorks  wonders  if  you 
stick  to  it. 

I want  this  to  go  down  the  hill 
this  morning  and  must  say  good-bye  for  now. 

;-'iy  love  always. 


Cnovrville,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  29,  19r:0 


Deareat  'oily, 

I think  the  Incloaed  very  good  and  I 
thought  some  of  the  other  tributes  to  home  in  the 
pamphlet  quite  good.  Instead  of  throwing  It  away  I 
am  giving  it  to  the  Snowvllle  library. 

I have  been  mecnlng  to  ask  about  the 
Ishbol  Ross  Ks.  I hope  f:elen  is  not  fin'ing  it 
necessary  to  read  the  whole  thing — what  an  appalling 
job  that  would  be'. 

The  inclosed  cllpplnf;  from  the  Tim  os 
advertises  the  Grandma  Moses  documentary.  I think  this 
is  the  one  that  Mrs,  Dorr  worked  on.  Bo  nice  if  you 
could  see  it  or  at  least  have  Dick  V.'hlttlngton  see  it. 

The  picture  in  LIFE  I think  verj-  good  of 
both  you  and  Helen.  There  was  a picture  of  Teacher  in 
a recent  copy  of  LIFE  (a  very  b-^d  picture)  shoving  her 
as  one  of  a group  of  people  that  yoting  people  moot  vianted 
to  be  lllco  around  1393,  I meant  to  send  it  to  you,  but 
I give  my  -.agazlnes  to  the  -^eoplo  around,  hers  and  I find 
thr  t it  is  gone.  In  tho  current  ATLANTIC  is  ;m  orxcellent 
article  on  Martha  Grr.ham  by  Agnes  de  : llle.  I thlnl:  you 
v,'ould  enjoy  it  if  you  can  lay  hand  on'  it. 

Keith  and  I are  to  have  his  sister's  older 
boy  with  us  from  Christmas  Day  to  New  Year's  Day.  I have 
ordered  tickets  for  Mm  a.nd  me  to  Peter  Pan  and  must  gird 
myself  for  a strenuous  vreek  of  sight-seeing.  This  is  his 
first  trip  to  New  York  and  v;e  are  looking  forward  to  it  as 
much  as  he  is. 


1 have  no  idea  yet  vfhen  v?e  are  coming  down. 
Ve  .".re  so  comfortable  here  and  vje  both  hate  so  much  to 
leave,  but  I do  feel  th"t  I don't  want  to  stay  more  than 
a couple  of  vreeks  longer — it  ma'.es  t e Christmas  season 
such  a rush,  even  tbo\igh,  these  days,  I do  very  little 
about  it.  Anyvray  I'll  be  in  touch  with  you  nd  we'll  be 
togot:  "T  before  long. 


Ky  love  to  you  both — el^-jays, 


J^ovember  7»  1950 


De?r^;  t Polly, 


I did  talk  to  Dick  yosterduy  morning 
and  sail Df led  my  mind  on  oevoral  points,  the 
chief  ono  being  that  the  Foundation  V7lll  have  the 
last  word  on  the  sequences  that  go  Into  the  picture. 
This  would  keep  out  any  such  artificial  r-.oser,  as 
aro  fo'.md  In  Mrs.  Dorris  book.  She  may  have  outgrown 
thpt  typo  of  thing  anyhow — the  pictures  were  made  sjtoe 
years  ago.  I have  been  rereading  TH  i:  v/ORLD  I LIVS  Iff 
and  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE— and  I still  thin’-;  thr-t  the 
script  should  be  In  Helen's  orn  words  as  much  as 
possible.  I think  Helen  should  speak  very  little.  Her 
voice  1g  her  weakest  source  of  appeal  e:ccopt  in  very 
brief  flights.  It  Is  the  great  radiance  of  her 
personality  that  counts,  Dick  says  t'  ey  have  a man — 
Alex  Bonobody  whose  last  name  I did  not  catca--v;ho.ue 
voice  records  beautifully.  It  '.ould  be  unobtrusive 
end  co”ld  say  things  that  you  couldn't  say.  The  whole 
project  seems  extraordinarily  promising  end.  I am 
anxious  to  S'e  It  under  way. 

The  accoun' s o'"  the  meeting  In  Hertford 
wore  lovely.  I am  returning  them.  So  v;as  Gludy's 
letter  end  I am  returning  it  too. 

'■'e  have  most  of  t.he  playground  oquip- 
ffisnt  but  have  not  yat  been  able  to  get  the  metal 
Ipes  w'nich  are  nocessory  to  p-.'t  it  up,  Hope  to 
corral  t/em  this  week.  Meantime  Dick  has  sent  mo 
cards  with  the  i.rr  llle  alphabet  ani  the  photographs 
of  melon's  hands  doing  t^e  m.?nu' 1 rlphabet--a.  \'ory 
distinctive  piece  of  work,  this  last,  and  a fine 
record . 

Lonoro  sent  us  a cony  of  the  .omorlal 
to^Fhll.  Excellent  thought.  A valuable  cltlr.en 
and  a groat  loss  to  us  all. 

e ar':  still  dallying  about  our  return, 
ur  cesspool  Is  clogged  and  ve  m’ist  hr-.ve  th-t  t ken 
care  of  before  ve  go.  Ac  a frlond  of  ours  here  no: 
veil  r.ays,  "If  It  isn't  one  thing.  It's  two." 

■;eith  la  looking  bettor  than  ho  has 
In  a long,  long  time  and  I have  actually  gained  a 
few  pounds'. 


I'll  keep  in  touch  with  you. 


My  love , 


liovo.nber  . 0,  1950 


Deareot  Polly, 


ero  la  tho  combination  to  your  aafe.  Sounds 
verj'  complicated  to  mo,  When  you  'ind  •‘^elon  have  mocorlr.ed 
it  I think  it  would  be  o good  plan  to  hide  it.  You've  had 
experience  with  people  snooping  into  your  aff;ilrs  - nd  tho 
little  safe  will  be  Just  the  spot  for  your  checkbook,  per- 
ooncal  accounts,  etc.  1 am  very  dl.-tu]^bod  about  the  situ' tlon 
at  -rcnn  Ridge  and  hope  for  good  news  soon. 

The  walnut  box  is  ch-.  rmlng.  kolth  and  I both 
love  to  look  ■ t it  and  to  handle  it. 

The  play  is  one  that  will  stick  in  the  mind. 

As  KathoMne  and  I agreed  on  the  way  homo,  it  was  a mood 
r-'t  or  than  a drama,  and  I can  see  how  nelen  found  it 
tedious.  So  should  iJe  all  if  it  had  not  been  so  superbly 
acted.  I think  Ethel  Waters  has  almost  the  mo'-t  beautiful 
hands  I Imow — so  delicate,  strong,  and  4|fipro'-sivG. 

I'm  back  on  the  rockplle  this  morning,  a hit 
heavy  from  the  cold,  but  I've  gone  over  the  slip-cover 
material  with  the  unholsterer  and  hp.ve  given  the  order,  I've 
been  to  the  bank,  l^vo  bought  new  index  cards  for  a mammoth 
undertaking  of  Keith's,  I've  called  tho  ash  man  and  the  garb 
man  who  in  the  flurry  of  the  storm  overlooked  uo  and  \g0,  us 
with  bulging  oontalners.  I>.?ring  our  long  absence  they  got  cut 
of  the  habit  of  stopping,  Th'  windovj  men  will  come  on  ’ onday 
to  give  us  a whole  novr  deal  with  split  wood  shnde')--no  druses, 
no  curtains  and  much  easier  to  handle  considering  our  long 
absence  every  year.  The  dentist,  the  doctor,  and  t'"e  eye-man 
will  come  next.  M anwhlle  must  call  upon  our  ya.rd  man  in  the 
hospital.  He  is  holding  his  own  after  losing  part  of  his 
intestines,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  if  ho  will  ever  be  able  to 
work  again.  This  will  go  hard  vrlth  him — and  1th  uo. 

The  more  1 see  of  Bob  Barnett  the  more  I like 
him.  He  lives  on  such  a broad  ba.'^is  of  understanding  and 
tolerance,  seeing  both  faults  snd  virtues  in  all  sorts  and. 
conditions  of  men.  V/e  cnn  all  loam  from  him.  He  is  a countrv 
boy  out  of  the  backwoods,  makes  no  bones  about  it,  vand  there's 
not  a multimillionaire  in  New  York  or  a,nyv:hero  that  can  intim- 
idate him.  He  lcnov?s  wha.t  he  Itnows  and,  as  ho  sa.ld  to  me 
yesterday,  he  and  Dick  came  out  of  the  hinterland  and  have  been 
naive  and  impulsive,  Tlmo  will  cure  this.  Tho  v'onderful  thing 
is  that  this  farm  boy  has  not  lost  his  head. 

I hope  you  and  Helen  got  your  tr:  in.  Ka,tharlne£&* 
and  I were  lucky,  '.’e  got  the  one  ahead  of  the  one  we  meant  to 
take,  got  sea-to,  and  reached  home  vrlthout  accident. 

I V7a.nt  so  much  to  come  to  Arcan  Ridge  here  we 
can  talk  in  the  little  chlnits  of  time  that  aro  left  during  the 
day,  but  I am  handicapped  with  this  cold  and  ’■.■ith  the  impending 


Chrlrtmas  visit  of  our  nephew.  Kust  myself  up.  The  nephew 

Is  a nice  hid,  but  not  slmpatlco,  which  makes  it  a bit  more 
difficult.  Looks  like  after  New  Year  before  I'll  be  with  you  In 
the  house,  but  I do  not  need  to  tell  you  and  Helen  thatl'll  come 
any  time  v;hon  I can  bo  of  help. 


Kuch  love  to  you  both. 


Garden  City,  Nov;  York 
December  3,  1950 


Doaroct  lolly. 


There  are  eome  good  things  in  this  niece  thet 
i.elen  has  written  on  Faith,  but  she  vfill  h?  ve  to  try  ';g';in.  I 
have  mar'ced  the  ones  I like  best  hy  inclosing  them  in  brackets. 
"This  I Beliovo"  is  not  good.  It  is  the  title  of  a maga.  ine 
feature  and  of  n book  that  has  been  made  from  it.  ; elen  con- 
tributed to  this  some  time  back,  Che  needs  to  bo  much  more 
concrete — not  talk  simply  about  faith  but  v;hr  t she  has  faith 
in.  bore  of  statements  like  the  one  in  which  she  says  that 
she  believes  the  rebirth  of  n-'-tions  has  be;7on.  ~:hat  are  t ie 
things  ^he  has  faith  iPt  God!  banv  Earth V Immortality?  Etc. 

V.nat  keeps  her  going?  She  can  toll  better  the  exact  direction 
she  ough't  to  take  c.fter  she  has  talked  with  the  non  v;ho  is 
coming  to  see  her.  I thlnlc  the  one  v?ho  introduces  her  should 
perhaps  take  up  more  time  in  explanation  than  is  usually  the 
case  and  that  Helen's  contribution  should  be  a lyric  cry  of 
praise  for  the  things  that  we  c-’n  still  hold  on  to. 

It  was  v;onder^l  being  with  you  ’■Gdne8day--as 
always.  I enjoyed  the  play  fery  much,  but  I don't  think  it  is 
as  pood  as  most  of  the  critics  have  claimed  and  on  second  and 
f-lrd  and  fourth  thought  I don't  rank  Ethel  em.an  at  the  top 
of  the  tree.  I'd  give  thirty  of  her  for  one  . ry  ..artin. 

Let  me  know  wh;  t word  you  ’-'ave  from  Buffalo, 

All  I have  seen  in  the  : ern  i'.’.  a brief  a-nnouncement  t t 
Katharine  Cornell  was  opening  tho.re, 

1 am  ret’amlng  the  letters  from  ..ics  Campbell 
and  hiss  Ross  In  case  you  wa  nt  to  keep  them.  I'm  gl  d t ■ t 
buslnera  is  settled  s">  satisfactorily  to  all  concer’oed. 

As  for  nevr  editions  of  .elen's  books  in  Franco, 
that  i'.'  a,  question  for  the  French  ublisherr,  to  decide.  I told 
Dick  to  write  Jo  for  copies  of  t e ones  he  saw.  It  is  very 
str.ango  th:  t Doubleday's  knows  nothing  about  them  and  th.  t , 
lionrl  is  not  able  to  obt;  in  them.  1 wonder  if  Jo  was  spo:  king 
from  hearsay  or  if  there  V7as  some  mlcunderst- ndlng,  .'it  any  r to, 
Dick  has  vjritten. 

This  pic  et-llne  business.  It  woul-’  do  * olon 
Inmonso  hnm  if  it  were  over  anow'n--lt  is  so  at  verisr.ce  with 
all  that  shie  has  said  and  written.  There  Ic.  no  rearon  .by  it 
should  be  known,  b’i  -"ho  mu'  t be  careful  never  to  m^lce  rt- te- ont 
'bout  other  people  who  do  tr  t kind  of  thing. 

As  soon  0,0  >at‘"^rine  i-  thw-gh  vlt'  ' ■ ' Boswell 
1 will  send  it  to  you  and  in  • '’enarate  envelope  I cjn  '•ending 
you  re -roductlons  of  s.omoj^of  the  -Ictures  In  t;  o Gulbenkl  n 
collection  t'c't  oh-  11  '^^ee  w'kon  we  go  to  ' o.sblngton. 

Ti-'o  horlr  on  looks  d r -:.  Tell  ; olen  - o need  her  to 
lift  our  Iritr- . 


y love. 


3ar3en  City,  ^ .Y. 
Decfifflber  13 » 19  &0 


Dc^rort  Polly, 

I tMnlc  Ip.  flna.  Tho  program  makers 

ory  v:e.nt  to  make  rono  chTires  to  E)ke  It  fit  into  the 
Ippr-gr  aopacts  of  what  thoy  are  doing,  but  this  Is  an 
errcelicnt  start. 

Sorry  about  Kit's  rlay . Its  closing  was 
•announced  in  this  morning's  paper. 

”.y  rrro  is  not  quite  so  lace  ns  it  viaa — 

12  hours  in  bed  last  night  helped  and  my  doctor  has 
glvon  mo  some  special  vit^^ins  to  put  a little  strength 
back  into  it.  I'm  gottin^^  ew  glasr-er.  this  week  and 
I think  th"t  v/ill  help  too — this  is  something  that  should 
have  been  attended  to, several  months  ago.  The  new  roof 
is  on  the  house,  the  nsv:  slip  covers  come  today,  the 
now  blinds  next  v:eok,  all  v.'hich  means  th'  t vrn'll  b^ 
able  to  settle  Mck  and  rest  a bit. 

Keith’s  sister  is  coming  to  us  Christmas, 
bringing  both  her  boys.  This  is  a great  relief,  for  the 
responsibility  vrlll  be  hers  and  all  I'll  h.--ve  to  do  is 
to  give  them  food  'nd  shelter.  They'll  be  here  from  the 
27th  through  the  31st. 

'ffle  thinks  she  ' ill  sail  for  home 
on  Jan.  21 — not  yet  cert‘=in  of  the  date. 

ell,  I .must  get  this  to  the  nostofflce. 
hy  lo  o always. 


Garden  City , Wev?  York 
Oecomber  1?,  1950 


Dearest  . oily , 

I thlnl:  Helen's  speech  excellent  ajid  I agree 
v.’ith  yon  that  it  Is  difficult  to  cut.  1 have  marked  out  a 
fev/  words  and  I have  Inclosed  In  brockete  sentences  th;  t 
I think  might  go,  I thlnlc  she  must  be  very  careful  - bout 
using  such  v.’ords  as  "primitive"  to  describe  South  Africa 
and  "civilized"  to  describe  other  countries.  Let  toe  South 
Africans  use  these  words.  The  good  ones  will.  I have  no  fear 
of  Helen's  vjounding  the  sensibilities  of  anyone  in  talking 
about  the  blind.  She  has  never  recognized  any  social  dis- 
tinctions among  the  blind  and  will  not  now.  The  blind  are 
blind  vjhether  they  are  Vali  St.  banScers  or  Hottentots  and 
need  the  s.ame  thing — a chance  to  sho’/,'  ’..’hat  toey  can  do. 

By  this  same  mail  1 am  sending  you  Bocv.'ell 
v/hlch  I hope  you  will  find  a source  of  delict.  Kay  be-  not  a 
groat  man,  but  certainly  a great  jhonomenon.  I'll  aend  It  to 
Ann  when  you  are  throuj^  with  It,  but  there  is  no  hurry. 

I am  also  sending  you  a group  of  picture  f'  t 
I got  together  for  the  children  In  the  Snovvllle  Tchool  to 
give  them  an  Idea  of  v.’hy  there  v/ere  indebted  to  Herbert  for 
their  playground  equipment.  Two  ros.sons:  I w'anted  you  and 
**0len  to  see  them  and  I hope  you  approve  them.  Also,  If  It 
Is  not  too  much  trouble  I thinli  it  vmuld  be  awfully  nice  If 
a*elon  inscribed  the  photograph  of  herself  to  the  children.  It 
would  mean  a great  deal  to  them.  She  ou.ght  to  be  bettor  known 
In  her  ovm  country  and  I want  her  to  be  a living  presence  in 
c-nov-urllle  which  we  love  so  much  cind  v;hlch  you  and  she  have 
loved.  I inclosed  vmapping  ps.per  a.nd  a label  for  the  return 
trip,  but  the  label  is  not  rl^t.  The  stuff  rates  as  manu.script, 
not  merchandise,  and  rr.’ust  go  first  class.  The  stamps  (I  hope 
enou^  of  them)  are  for  the  trip  back  to  me.  Then  I'll 

send  everj'thing,  plus  a coey  of  THF;  STORY  OF  AIY  LIFE  to  the 
teacher,  a very  nice  man,  a Canadian. 

This  morning  I wrapped  and  packed  the  plates  for 
Latharlno  Cornell  and  will  deliver  them  at  the  first  opport^mity 
either  to  her  or  to  ‘'•a.ncy.  I don't  x^rmt  to  trust  f:em  to  mall 
or  express.  Too  precious. 

I am  ■■'frald  the  27th  la  out  for  me,  since  th:  t 
is  the  day  my  olster-ln-la’.«:  arrives  with  her  two  boys,  ■ny 
day  after  the  L'ow  Year  ’•.’111  be  fine  If  I nov’  a little  bit  ahead, 

Robert  In  on  hln  v/ay  st,  but  I don't  know  ’■'hen 
vje'll  soe  him.  ;e  v;lll  no  do:abt  bo  with  his  children  during 
the  holidays  and  after  th-  t I hope  no  will  be  v.ith  tjs  for  at 
least  a week  or  so. 

■ n''''  I .'lo  vT'nt  to.  come  to  Arcan  -^Idge  aa  soon  Lifter 
the  1st  as  v;e  can  arrange  It. 

Ly  lo‘ e alw’ays. 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gardmi  City 
J.anuary  5,  1951 
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.Y. 


Dear  . .r.  . cCrady  : 


Before  v;e  left  Snov-vllle  I had  intended 
to  corao  dO’.n:i  and  tell  the  children  r.onething  about 
erbert  Haas  and  Helen  teller,  hut  since  the  playground 
eiulpmont  had  not  arrived  I hadn't  the  heart  to  do  It. 
Instead  I have  mo’onted  some  photographs  which  I am 
mailing  under  separate  cover'.  I thinl:  they  are  self- 
exijlamitory  except  perraps  t e one  that  .iso  heller 
autographed.  The  strange  handwriting  io  due  of  cour.se 
to  her  blindness.  She  has  to  he.ve  a guide  to  marh  the 
lines  (generally  she  user  an  ordinary  ruler)  and  when 
she  has  v;ritton  a letter  she  covers  it  with  her  left 
forefinger  and  spaces  the  next  letter  out  a little  from 
the  finger. 


I am  alro  sendir.g  a copy  of  Miss 
ueller*  s TiiS  STO^  OF  . Y LI’' S.  If  you  do  not  v.’ish  to 
keep  it  at  the  school  it  can  go  to  the  village  library. 

It  ma!ces  us  all  very  happy  to  know  t'-'-^t 
the  children  are  enjoying  the  apparatus. 


I am 


Vith  every  good  wish  for  the  coming  yer.r. 


Very  sincerely  yours , 


r.  C.M. . iicCrnd.y 
Snowvllle  school 
■Inov.'ville,  Kew  Hampshire 


NNOO  'J.aOdXS3M 
3oaia  Nvoav 


Ill  Fifth  Strnot,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
January  15,  1951 


Dearest  Polly, 


I Just  told  you  over  the  tolenhone  I thlnlc 
these  speeches  of  Helen's  on  the  whole  very  fine  Indeed  The 
only  one  I did  anything  worth  opon’':lng  of  on  was  the  one  on 
prevention  of  blindness  and  th-t  mainly  in  the  Interests  of 
lb  Is  Snorter  than  It  seems  to  be  as  you  look  at 
It,  since  the  type  on  my  typev/rlter  Is  larger  than  that  on 
Helen  s.  1 left  out  the  figure  ol  the  liglathouse,  which  was 
excellent,  bccr.use  the  theme  figure  was  the  crusade  Idea  and 
the  lighthouse  did  not  fit  in  with  it. 


„ On  tho  Blaxall  letter  I left  out  the  reference 

to  Cr3',  tho  Beloved  Country."  I loved  the  book,  as  you  ’.'.now 
but  many  people  thoiight  it  old-fashioned  and  roo,ctlonrry  In 
private  conversation  Helen  can  find  out  v?-'at  South  Africa 
thinks  of  it.  It  might  be  a touchy  point.  One  t:ing  I have  meant 
to  say  is  that  while  .^SLfred  Allen  is  going  to  be  inval-va.ble 
you  must  remember  that  he  has  been  away  from  South  Africa  for 
thirty  years  and  that  South  Africa  has  not  stood  still  during 
that  time.  I feel  this  so  strongly  vrben  I go  back  to  my  ovm 
Southland.  The  progress  that  has  boeai  .m;.de  there  in  roco 
relations  is  simply  incredible  ojid  I rin  not  abreast  of  it.  hany 
of  the  attitudes  that  existed  in  my  glrlLood  have  vanished  from 
the  earth  and  the  earth  is  tiie  bettor  for  it. 

„ I an  kvoeping  the  article,  "h'hat  .America  means  to 

Ko.  Your  time  is  runrdng  short  on  this  and  unless  only  a 

very  brief  bit  is  wanted,  I thlnlc  Helen  would  do  bettor  to  skip 

it.  Better  not  do  it  at  all  than  to  do  it  nciuitlly.  ’'c'll  all 

knovr  more  about  this  before  you  got  this  letter. 

And  i.orc‘.  Lord,  I do  hope  tnc  household  situation 
clears  up.  Fast. 


by  love,  alvrays. 


'■  . -2-  \ ' 

In  caue  of  her  death  Holon  Keller  doelroo  that  the  /jaerlcTn 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  take  chr.rce.  Her  body  Is  to  be  crG....ted 
and  the  ashes  are  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  those  of  her  beloved 
teacher,  A.  no  "ulllvan  lacy.  In  the  National  Cathedral  at  Aoshlng- 
ton,  D.  C.  Polly  Thomson  bought  the  um  many  years  ago.  Amelia 
Gladu  is  in  possession  of  all  necessary  information.  The  form  thrt 
the  ceremonies  take  is  immaterial  to  ’’olen  Keller;  she  trusts 
them  to  her  friend,  Robert  Barnett,  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind. 

Honorary  pall  bearers  are  to  be  chosen  from  the  follov.'lng  by 
Robert  Barnett  and  Kella  Braddy  Henney  in  consultation: 

Barnett,  Robert  £.  kC.c. 

aJZu*~s^ 

Berens,  Conrad 

Dl:con,  Claude  (Mayo  Clinic) 

Phillips,  Giles 
'f-  Pfeiffer,  Leonard 
)C-Ffelffer,  Robert 

Keller,  Phillips  (Helen  Keller's  brother) 

/v  Tyson,  Varren  (Helen  Keller's  brother-in-law) 

McCormick,  Ken  (representing  Helen  Keller's  publishers) 

)<.  JA  .hlttlngton,  Dick 
^ Ziegler,  '.illlam 

Smith,  Sidney,  son  of  her  very  old  friend.  Dr.  Philip  Sidney 
Smith 

Any  directors  of  the  ~tjb-~ani nations  for  the  blind  or  the  dea.f 
v;lt;:  vjiilch  Helen  Keller  has  been  associated 

y- 

-'uiy  of  the  following  if  they  are  a.ble  to  serve:  Jati 
/• 

■CI'tuart-Gr’ »a.,-.en ) 'olth  Ilonnoy,  Guthrie  HcCllntic. 


Braddy , Robert 


Pitfex,  ^ 


It  is  the  desire  of  Polly  Thomson  In  case  of  her  de  tl:  that 
no  elaborate  cerr'monles  be  held.  Her  body  Is  to  be  cremo.ted  and 
the  rohoa  dls:  .'d  of  as  her  friends  direct.  Only  close  friends 

and  others  who  might  be  concerned  are  to  be  notified,  among  them 
the  following: 

Barnett,  Robert 

Braddy , Robert 

Brooks,  Van  Wyck 

Bain,  Elizabeth  and  Andrew 

Cornell,  Katharine 

Conant,  Katharine 

Clark,  Ethel 

Davidson,  Florence  -fmcriTo 
Gladu,  Amelia  Bond 
Gruminon,  Stuart  and  Sandra 
Hamilton,  Nancy 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy 
Keller,  Phillips 

Keller,  Mildred  (Mrs,  Warren  Tyson) 

Kingsley,  Elsa 
Morgan,  Marian 
Phillips,  Jane  and  Giles 
Pfeiffer,  Mathllde  and  Robert 
Pfeiffer,  Helen  and  Leonard 
Rauschkolb,  Charles  and  Kay 
Thomson,  Margaret 
Walker,  Dohothy 


Ill  Fifth  Street 
Gar<lon  City,  Jiov  York 
January  24,  1951 


Dear  Urc,  'eineroan, 

Or  may  I say  Clare  einesBac, 
for  this  is  how  I always  think  of  you,  I've  heard 
so  much  about  you  from  Helen  and  iolly  tiiat  I 
feel  that  I have  >.nown  you  for  years. 

Yonr  letter  touched  me  very 
deeply.  I look  forward  to  rocelvlne  the  letters 
and  In  time  the  books  and  yoii  may  rest  assured 
that  I shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  oe  worthy 
of  the  r^-sronslbillty  that  you  have  placed  uvcm 
me. 


I spent  the  weekend  with  the 
Sirls,  going  over  all  sorts  of  things  on  i'ne 
eve  of  their  departure  for  South  Africa.  As  you 
no  doubt  know,  they  are  sailing  on  Februrry  15 
to  work  for  about  th-ree  months  for  the  non- 
S;-ropeen  blind  in  that  country.  Always  we  miss 
. eH>ert  and  es  oclally  at  such  tls^s  as  tl^is. 

Your  long  Illness  has  been 
a matter  of  grave  concern  to  all  your  friends; 
your  cour.^ga  in  meeting  it  a s urce  of  great 
inspiration. 


hlnceroly  and  I must  add, 
affectionately  yours, 


January  24,  1951 


Dsaroat  ^ oily , 


I thlnJ:  th®  letter  to  /un- 
tassac^or  Ristlc  very  beavit.iful.  I am 
retiming  It. 


Xoetlng  you  and  Helen  and 
having  tea  at  Arcan  Ridge  waa  of  course  a 
:20rr5orable  er- erienc®  for  the  tw  old  ladles 
and  I can't  tell  you  what  a boon  It  was  to 
have  Catharine  drive  me  to  my  door.  It's  a 
long  way  around  to  co~;e  to  i^arden  City  from 
Vestport  by  way  of  f.’ow  York. 

The  letters  from  Clare  ieine- 
man  have  not  yet  ref'.ched  sie,  but  I have 
written  to  h&p — a little  note  this  mornins. 

Kust  get  back  to  the 


r^y  love. 


pile 


rock 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y 
J anua  ry  2A , 19  51 


Dearest  Polly, 


I-Iere  is  a memorandum  embodying  a number  of  the 
decisions  we  made  over  the  week-end.  You  v/lll  want  to  make 
changes  and  additions  probably  and  I thinlt  something  may  have  to 
be  done  to  give  the  paper  validity.  Amelia  will  tell  you  whether 
something  has  to  be  in  the  v;ill  or  whether  all  that  Is  necessary 
is  to  turn  It  over  to  the  executor.  Of  course  the  paper  comes 
Into  use  only  after  both  you  and  Helen  are  gone,  I put  Guthrie 
down  for  Katharine's  sake.  I think  the  blue  oriental  rug  Is 
going  to  be  much  too  big  for  me;  also  that  it  Is  too  valuable 
an  object  for  me  to  accept.  It  might  go  to  one  of  the  Insti- 
tutions with  a big  reception  room. 

Yesterday  I talked  y/lth  Nancy,  kiss  Gv;ynne's 
stupidity  and  Insensitivity  and  her  other  inadequacies  were 
perfectly  apparent  to  Kit  and  %ncy  during  the  last  week-end 
and  they  are  both  filled  v/lth  remorse  that  they  ever  got  you 
Into  it  and  so  glad  nov;  that  it  is  over.  Nancy  asked  me  if  It 
was  all  right  about  Evelyn  and  I said  Yes.  I believe  Evelyn  will 
need  one  day  off  a week. 

I am  sure  that  Alfred  Allen  will  take  care  of  the 
Gandhi  books,  but  you  might  confirm  this  some  time  when  you  are 
talking  to  him. 


I hope  the  weather  will  bo  kind  to  us  all  between 
now  and  the  date  of  your  departure.  No  big  snowstorms. 

It  was  wonderful  being  vflth  you  and  I expect  to 
see  you  both  again  before  you  leave. 


hy  love,  as  always. 


Garden  City,  January 

ii 

Dearest  Folly,  '^/i\ 

/ 

Next  Thursday  evening  at  6:45, 

Channel  2,  Lilli  Palmer  on  her  regular  15-mln!ate'i  \ 
television  program  will  talk  about  Fortofino.  I know 
you  don't  car©  much  for  her,  but  I think  her  lltt,le 
programs  perfectly  charming  and  l^cause  of  the  subject 
I tho.  grit  you  night  like  to  see  this  one  If  at  the 
time  you  can  have  access  to  a television  set. 

Sorry  I was  not  at  home  when  you  called 
yesterday.  A friend  and  I went  to  Jonos  Beach  and  walked 
three  miles  along  the  shore  with  the  salt  v.lnd  blowing 
over  us.  It  was  perfectly  delif^tful.  The  trip  to 
Jones  Beach,  espoclally  in  winter,  is  one  of  the  nicest 
things  that  can  bo  done  from  Garden  City . 

On  the  memorandum  about  the  things  in 
the  house  1 think  that  when  you  have  made  the  additions 
, and  corrections  I ml^t  make  now  copies,  keep  one,  give 
one  to  Amelia  snd  one  to  Mildred,  but  whF.tevor  you  say  Is 
all  right. 


I am  sorry  you  had  to  bxcar  so  much  of 
the  brunt  on  Miss  sbe  hadn't  been  so  stupid 

she  would  have  realised  that  I vms  the  catalyst  or  the 
snake  in  the  grass  or  whatever  you  want  to  say  and  I'd 
have  been  the  one  to  get  the  telephone  call  from  the 
mother.  All  I hope  now  is  that  the  episode  is  over  and 
that  there  will  be  no  effort  to  repeat  it.  Tnis  does 
not  mean,  however,  that  I have  given  up  hope  that 
someone  who  could  be  personal  maid  s.nd  a great  deal  else 
to  both  you  and  I'elen  can  be  found,  but  the  utmost 
caution  and  deliberation  roust  be  used  in  the  search. 

Much  love,  always. 


eH  and  P met  Lilili  Pg.lmer  at  the  Conl^essa's  in  Fortofino 
summer.  Jo  and  Florence  Vere  with  them  at  the  time  and 
Jo  had  many  reservations  about  Lilli.  Polly  may  have  followed 
his  lead  in  this,  ,^-3  in  some  other  cases;  I have  ':<nown  her  to 
change  her  mind  about  a person  v;ho'm  she  had  disliked  until  Jo 
took  over.  FDR  is  the  notable  instojice.  But  Lilli  is  not 
Polly's  type  and  she  took  umbrage  at  Rex  riarrison's  lock  of 
Interest  in  nelen  When  the  two  of  them  v.'ent  backstage  after 
a performance  of, Bell,  Book,  and  Candle J 


■\ 


I 

t 


111  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  K.Y,/ 
January  27,  1951 


/ 

I 

A 

Dear  Dick,  ■ ^ ..  V 

The  inclosed  letters  are  from  helen  ii-eller 
to  her  friend  y.rs.  Oscar  fieineman  of  Chicago.  Mrs. 
iieineman,  a cousin  or  something  of  Mr,  Kigel,  is  now 
very  old  and  is  dying  of  cancer.  The  letter  in  the  blue 
envelope  explains  why  thje  letters  were  sent  to  me.  I 
think  they  should  go  into  the  AFB  filOs  where  they  will 
be  safe.  I have  read  them,  but  have  made  no  effort  to 
arrange  them,  since  I do  not  know  what  system  you 
employ . 


Ve  were  all  distressed  to  learn  of  your 
alms  difficulties  and  hope  that  by  this  time  they 
have  quite  disappeared.  I believe  I am  to  see  you 
at  the  Foundation  before  the  "girls"  get  away.  I 
look  forward  to  it. 


Ever  yours. 


. \ ■ 


\ 

\ 


7 


\ 

I 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
karch  A,  1951 


Dearest  Glrils, 


county.  « 

Katharine  Com-nt  ani  I v’-^nt  to  bo*  The 
La<3Y  S "ot  for  :>-r>qyn,c;^  v;hicli  wo  lov^.  but 

ssr 

^ i'-<itu<Arxne  ai.a  Guthrie  wore  due  to 
llu^v  "■•  w-3— •^.ark  and 

*^1/  • 

the  Tn/^i  tj  V 111  bo  ^;^nd  to  knov,‘  that 

the  Ladies  Home  uourn;'!  article  It  vcrv 

TLo  photographs  I 

Soa^lnaeS!  '‘'‘*'  Oi-ticle  itself  vsrj 

nonniTif  ^ ^ witi^  Celia  yesterday 

i ^ letter  from  .Ilf rod 

?aa  " -■t.renuous  ^or  you  and  Helen 

restful- and 

I hop-.-  tils  left  ,r  has  d^reetod  you  there. 

+ V,  ^ cnllod  Celia  to  rind  out 

De®f"pi?4^ 

tvint  Ts  ^ + ' wanted  that  little  money 

that  was  to  Ivave  mono  (after  you  .'-•nd  Helen } 

to  Herbert  to  ^o  nov  (after  you  and  nolen)  to 
oSi  wn”l*  - l'‘Hv©  been  overhcvullne 

several  years  sance  we  had  looked  et  tViom. 
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I came  very  near  south  for  the 

committal  service  for  Un^clo  Thad,  but 
finally  decided  ao  i;o  was  in  tender 

hands- -axin' a,  Robert's,  two  cousins'  and 
three  boyhood  frxends  « iie  vas  laid  to 
rest  beside  hi  a mother  in  the  old  couietery 
at  harion,  ooutli  Carolina.  Klo  jolnp  r.;abor 
me  feel  that  i am  on  the  front  line--no 
barrier  nov  betvoori  mo  ?.nd  e tox'^-1 1^  « .\nd  as 
In  all  cases  tne  sonso  of  loss  si’O-ws 
deeper  every  day , 

k man  named  h.L.  '^Illhs  called  me  ’rt- 
last  week — said  ne  had  travelled  with 
Teacher  ar relea  for  a w’  lie  beck  around 
1924-P5,  had  a friend  whose  name  1 didn't 
got  viho  has  written  a book  which  ”.oll  1' 
to  oubxlsh.  It  is  to  i;ave  c.  chapter  on 
i^len  and  '.o  wanted  to  know  if  l.v.ould 
read  it  when  It  was  finished,  i said  of 
course  I uo:’ld,  r.o  I'll  probably  give  you 
a later  renort  on  tViis,  he  had  got  couch 
wit.'-  .'jr.olla  and  funelia  had  roferrocl  him 
to  ri?. 

A young  man  fx'ou  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind  In  Eroox^lyn,  Robert  ^ 

J.  Srnithdas,  annoimcod  as  the  only  deaf- 
blind  person  since  Helen  to  receive  a 
college  degree  (ot.  dolm  . university , 
Brooklyn,  ciifi  laide)  made  a speech  to 
the  Cjarden  City  Kign  dchool  students 
last  week.  I have  had  nc  report  of  it — 

I presume  you  axid  aelen  know  the  boy , 


y 
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Christopher  hurley's  son,  Christopher 
Jr.,  has  been  sent  to  uapan  ac  a missionary, 
tie  studied  Japanese  in  London  and  is  xiov; 
about  to  Join  t'.e  faculty  of  t’-io  Centre  1 
Theological  College  at  Tokyo. 


I havG  not  hoard  froa  Stuart  or  S&ndra 
about  the  possibility  of  Arcan  Ridge  bo- 
coming  a r.uaoum.  1 am  glad  -^or  this  Kill 
require  long  or'  c- r'?ful  tbo’igjit.  In  t>e 
first  place,  as  I c-id,  you  and  iielen  or 
you  alone  might  need  to  sell  the  house  '"br 
your  ov;n  ca'Aes,  In  the  second  ylaco,  unless 
it  falls  into  exactly  ths  right  hands,  it 
might  beccce  simply  one  more  dional  little 
museum  of  th'^  hind  nl>:'oady  too  abundrint  In 
this  ccr’ntry . 1 do-bt  oxtraL.oiy  if  tho 
State  v;oul'''  ta':e  it  over  and  If  they  do  I 
feel  sure  that  t'-ey  v;ould  not  Koer  it  oyor. 
except  dv’ring  a fov  months  of  the  rummer. 

Vi" inter  uphocp  vculd  be  ruinous  p-ikI  he  aides 
this  v;onld  not  be  a.  time  v’hon  visitors  coul^ 
come.  Still,  t-  r K:  ole  tueineso  is  v.'orth 
looking  at  from  every  angle.  I rhculr  like  it 
to  bo  a rc;:ool  or  haver,  of  seme  sort  for  th.o 
blind  or  t'":'  deaf-blind--?,  living  merorial. 

'f’e  are  having  a light  fall  o:^  sr.ov^, 
but  ’•••0  fool  t.'.'t  the  back  of  fv.e  ’..inter  is 
broken.  It  looks  noy  as  if  v;e  shall  net 
get  to  2\3v.’  - ampchlrc  In  iir.rch  sirn.e  neilli 
has  \’arlous  n.eotings  that  he  murt  attond, 
April,  bccauso  of  mud,  is  not  a good  month, 
but  ve  iray  try  It. 

'•'y  love  to  y:u  both  and  do,  do,  '^o 
take  care  of  youroolvos. 


And  romomiber  mo  to  hr.  Alien 


I have  not  }iearf3  froa  Stuairt  or  Sendra 
about  the  posslbll''.  ty  of  Arcan  Ridge  bo- 
coming  a :'u2rum.  i am  glad  -^or  this  will 
require  long  a’;  ’ c-reful  •t'.''ong3’..t . In  tve 
first  place,  as  I said,  you  and  hoi  on  or 
you  alone  mlglit  need  to  sell  the  house  "hr 
your  ov;n  sakos.  In  the  second  ^.laco,  unless 
it  falls  into  exactly  the  right  hands,  it 
might  bececQ  simply  one  more  dlsmel  little 
museum  of  the  kind  al>^oady  too  abundant  in 
this  ccuntr;’ . i '.ouht  oxtreciely  if  thc 
State  would  tak''  it  over  and  If  they  do  I 
feel  sure  that  they  would  not  kos;-  it  open 
except  during  a fov  months  cf  the  ruemor. 
Winter  upkeep  would  bo  ruinous  aiid  besides 
this  would  not  be  a time  when  visitors  coul-’ 
come.  Still,  the  whole  business  is  v.'ortl. 
looking  at  from  every  angle.  I should  like  it 
to  be  a school  or  haven  of  some  sort  for  the 
blind  or  thr  deaf-bllnd--a  living  npr.orial. 

Ve  aro  having  a light  fall  o:^  sr.ow, 
but  WG  feol  th^t  the  back  cf  the  winlor  la 
broken.  It  looks  now  as  if  v;e  shall  not 
get  to  hew  ‘iarpshirc  in  harsh  since  Keith, 
has  \-arious  Lestlngs  that  he  must  attend. 
April,  bccauso  of  mud,  is  not  a, good  month, 
but  we  ir.ay  try  It. 

hy  love  to  you  both  and  do,  do,  do 
take  care  of  youraclves. 


And  remember  mo  to  hr.  Alien 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y 
April  2,  1951 


Deareot  Girls, 


Time  Is  Bllpplnf-  by  and  for 
once  I am  glad  to  have  It  thet  way,  for 
every  day  brings  you  nearer  home. 

Elsa  sent  me  a handful  of 
snapshots  made  at  the  Kingsley  Farm  in 
Md.  They  are  not  any  good  (as  she  said) 
but  I will  keep  them  and  put  them  In  the 
files  at  the  Foundation,  I hope  to  see 
her  before  we  set  out  for  Snoi-nrllle , She 
says  lunch  is  difficult  for  her,  since  at 
that  time  she  is  generally  up  tovm  " 
pushing  a horrible  character  through  a 
gruesome  house,"  but  maybe  v;e'll  have  a 
drink  together  some  afternoon, 

A picture  of  you  and  Helen 
was  among  the  Eastman  exhibits  in  the 
Grand  Central  Station  a while  back — one 
of  those  big  pictures  that  are  so  con- 
spicuous when  you  come  in  from  42  St.  I 
didn't  see  it,  but  Jake  said  it  was  very 
nice. 


We  have  a television  set 
(finally  came  to  it)  e.nd  I was  among 
the  ones  that  stayed  plastered  to  it 
while  the  Kefauver  Crime  Investigating 
Committee  was  in  session.  Ve  didn't  get 
it  in  time  for  me  to  see  O' Dwyer  and 
Costello,  but  I saw  a number  of  the 
gangsters.  Including  Greasy  Thumb 
Guslk  and  I heard  a magnificent  speech 
from  Judge  Samuel  Liebowltz  of  Brooklyn. 


It  was  all  great  drama  and  business  In 
New  Yorli  come  almost  to  a standstill. 

Nothing  like  It  had  ever  happened  before. 

The  report  from  Snovrvllle  Is  that  the 
road  up  our  hill  Is  quite  bad  and  since 
Keith  has  an  Important  meeting  on  May  10 
we  probably  won' t leave  here  until  May  11 , 
Robert  will  be  coming  north  before  long. 

Ke  is  due  at  Bethosda  for  a routine  check-up 
before  long.  The  eye  socket  has  shrunk  a 
good  bit,  I understand,  and  he  must  have 
some  new  eyes.  He  has  given  Dublin  a good 
work-out  and  decided  that  It  Is  not  the 
place  for  him.  The  Korean  situation  makes 
him  uncertain  because  of  the  possibility  of 
his  recall  to  service.  Fritzie  and  Buzz 
spent  the  Easter  holidays  with  him — a ■ * 
pleasant  break. 

Katharine  Conant  always  asks  about  you 
both  and  sends  love.  She  v.'lll  probably 
fly  to  Denver  before  long  to  visit  Jim. 

I hope  you  are  finding  time  for  a 
little  rest,  though  I must  say  I don't  feel 
very  confident. 


My  love  Is  with  you, 


Ill  Flftft  Street,  Garden  City,  Now  York 
April  3,  1951 


Dear  Della, 


iiany  thanics  for  Polly's  laUer.  It  frightens 
me — the  handwritinjj  shows  how  all  in  she  is.  The  heat 
gets  hor  down  and  maybo  the  worst  of  that  is  over  now 
but  the  schedule  is  apparently  murderous.  Kot  that  she 
has  complained — I haven’t  had  a cheep  of  am  kind  out 
of  her  since  they  landed.  • 

I havo  taken  care  of  the  tvro  letters  you 
sent  and  am  returning  them  with  carbons  for  the  file. 

There  is  one  point  Miss  Lends  may  be  able 
to  take  care  of.  See  t?ie  carbon  of  my  letter  to  Hiss 
Bloch  at  Anpleton-Century-Grofta.  I don't  know  and 
Helen  doesn't  know  vrhere  this  poem,  "In  the  Garden  of 
the  Lord,"  vfas  originally  published  (the  question  has 
come  up  before  now),  but  I rather  think  there  may  be 
a notation  in  tno  neien  ttellor  Elbliogrrtphy  in  your 
library , If  there  is  will  you  please  let  me  know. 

You  and  fick  got  a whole  crescent  of  stars 
in  your  crowns  when  you  wont  up  to  Arcan  Ridge.  It  was 
most  thoughtful  of  you  and  !r.a.kes  me  quite  ashamed  of 
myself. 


I've  been  promised  a sandwich  lunch  at  tho 
AFB  before  we  take  flif^t  for  onovn'-lllo.  I’m  still 
counting  on  it  and  I’ll  seo  you  when  and  if — 

Ever  yours, 


?.3,  Did  you  know  that  Helen  and  Polly  were  in  that 
photographic  display  at  the  Grand  Central  Station?  I 
didn  t seo  the  picture,  but  my  brother  said  it  wa.8  very 
nice.  And  a vreek  or  tvro  ago  Helen's  name  was  a great  help 
to  me  when  I was  doing  the  Double  Crostic  in  the  SATUlxDAY 
REVI'EW  OF  LITERATURE.  I3he  was  among  the  definitions  as 
a famous  lecturer  and  educator  born  in  1830. 


Ill  Fifth  Btroet,  Oardan  City,  Kew  Yortc 
April  3,  X951 


Daar  Klsfl  Blochs 


Your  roquoot  to  Apploton-Contury-Crofta 
for  permlaslon  to  Include  "In  the  Garden  of  the  Lord" 
by  Helen  Keller  In  ONE  HUNCHED  GREAT  RELIGIOUS  PO.'^KS, 
edited  by  Randolph  itay,  Rector  of  the  Little  Church 
around  the  Corner  has  been  referred  to  me,  since 
MlsB  Keller  la  In  South  Africa  and  I hold  her  Power 
of  Attorney  In  auoh  matters. 

The  poem  Is  not  In  THE  VORLD  I LIVE  IN, 
a copy  of  wlilch  X have  at  hand,  and  I do  not  know 
where  It  was  orlslnally  pvibllshod.  If  you  will  get  this 
Information  (perhaps  Or.  Ray  can  furnish  it)  I will 

five  you  the  deolrod  permission  so  far  as  Kiss  Keller 
s concerned,  though  of  course  the  orl^ilnal  publisher 
will  also  have  to  be  consulted. 


Vo'7  sincerely  yours, 


( Kella  Bra  dy  Hennoy 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller) 


Klso  Kars’jorlte  Blodi 
Asnoclftte  editor 
The  World  Publishing  Co, 
107  West  A3  3t. 

How  York  la,  K.y, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  York 
April  3,  1951 


Sear  Mr,  Morgan} 


Your  letter  of  i'.aroh  29  to  Mlee 
Helen  kellor  has  been  referred  to  me,  since  Kiss 
Keller  Is  In  South  Africa  and  I hold  her  Power  of 
Attorney. 


I an  re turning  to  you  one  signed 
copy  of  the  release  and  Bonding  the  other  to  the 
Anerloan  Foundation  for  the  Blind  where  It  will  be 
kept  on  file. 


The  Colunbla  record  of  ton  THIS  I 
BSLIaVE  broadcasts  will  also  be  hold  at  the  Fountlatlon 
until  Kiss  Keller's  return. 

Incidentally,  Kiss  Kellor’s  companion 
Is  a Scot  and  her  name  Is  spelled  Polly  Thomson  and 
not  Thompson  as  you  have  It  in  the  booklet. 

The  response  to  the  T.'iir  I 
series  has  been  very  encouraging, 

■'incerely  youira. 


Nolla  Br&ddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Hr,  isdward  P.  Morgan 
This  I Believe 
Llncoln-Llberty  Building 
Fhlladolphla  7,  Fenna, 


April  5,  1951 


Dearest  Girls, 


I was  perfectly  dellRhtea  to  see  the 
Inclosed  advortlsoment  In  this  week's  Now  Yorker. 

If  the  thln^  goes  over  It  m .y  well  mean  the  be^lnnlnf; 
of  Jo's  rehabilitation  In  his  own  country  and  with 
Jo's  reputation  as  a sculptor  and  with  Krs,  Roosevelt's 
endorsement  I see  no  reason  why  It  shouldn't. 

Sunday  I watched  Krs,  Roosevelt  on 
television.  Her  deafness  Is  becoming  a great  handicap. 
She  has  fre  withdrawn  look  of  tho  deaf,  her  enunciation 
Is  not  as  distinct,  and  tho  program  lacks  snap.  Still 
she  seems  not  to  wear  a hearing  aid, 

I was  horrified  to  learn  from  Della 
what  your  temperatures  have  been  in  South  Africa, 

This  was  something  I hadn't  thought  of  to  worry 
about — the  report  was  that  you  were  to  be  there  at 
the  most  delightful  seaaonl  I know  how  It  takes  It 
out  of  you  and  nelcn  and  I hope  we  shall  soon  have 
word  that  some  degree  of  coolness  has  arrived. 

Northern  Kow  Jersey  and  New  Kngland 
are  suffering  from  floods.  One  of  f.  e roads  about 
3*0  miles  from  Snov-vllle  has  been  under  4 feet  of 
water  and  Keith  and  I have  been  thankful  that  we 
stayed  here.  Deep  mud  makes  our  road  almost  im- 
passable, Kay  11  (by  the  present  plan)  la  our  date 
for  leaving  here, 

I am  finding,  the  settlement  of  a vrlll 
('ncle  Thad's)  a long  and  tedious  process,  but  I 
ti.lnk  It  good  that  so  many  safeguards  are  provided. 

The  birds  are  coming  back  and  hyacinths 

are  blooming. 


April  5,  1951 


Dearest  Girls, 


Japan  la  certainly  one  of  Helen's  countries. 
Long  letter  from  Mr.  Takahashl  slvlng  a report  on  tbe  fine 
activities  of  the  East  Japan  Helen  Keller  Foundation  and 
outlining  a plan  for  a recreational  center  for  the  physically 
handicapped  at  Koohlgoe,  Kamakura.  "In  the  midst  of  the 
center  a steel  monumental  tower  will  be  erected  In  honor  of 
your  lofty  spirit  and  In  commemoration  of  your  personal 
visit  to  our  country,  and  we  sincerely  wish  to  name  this 
tower,  with  your  permission,  "Helen  Keller  Komyo  To" — the 
Helen  Keller  Tower  of  Light.  The  tower  vrlll  also  be  used 
as  a light  house  to  guide  air  and  sea  traffic. 

"In  the  center  It  is  planned  to  build  a 
lodging  house  In  v;hlch  a brnllle  library  vrlll  be  provided. 

The  area  for  this  center  covers  2,000  tsubo  (about  3,000 
sq.  yards)  and  entrance  to  the  center  and  lodging  at  the 
lodge  will  be  free  of  charge  to  the  physically  handicapped. 

"The  prospective  site  of  the  center  Is 
located  directly  opposite  to  the  famous  Tlnoshlma  Island  In 
which  a tomb  of  Kengyo  Suglyama,  one  of  our  greatest  blind 
social  vrorkers,  lies,  and  this  fact  adds  to  significance  of 
our  plan  of  a recreation  center  carrying  your  name," 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  vrlth  the  foes 
collected  from  non-handicapped  people  going  Into  the  center, 
he  plans  to  establish  another  Helen  Keller  Foundation — Tokal 
Helen  Keller  Foundo.tlon — with  himself  as  chairman,  v;hlch  is 
to  be  "a  good  sister"  of  the  two  already  operating  Foundations — 
•East  Japan  and  Vest  Japan  Found  tlons. 

It  all  sounds  very  wonderful  to  me  and  I 
wrote  him  that  I Icnew  his  letters  would  mako  you  very  happy, 
that  they  would  bo  held  until  your  return,  I did  not  give 
permission,  since  I am  only  too  well  av^are  that  projects  for 
the  blind  are  not  alvfays  what  they  seem  on  the  surface.  I think 
permission  can  wait  until  your  return,  but  if  you  cared  to 
send  a cable  the  address  Is:  Ryutaro  Taknhashl,  Helen  Keller 
Association  of  «^apan,  Mainlchl  Newspaoers,  Tokyo, 

I am  due  to  have  lunch  at  the  AFB  before  lo3ig, 
probably  one  day  next  week.  In  this  morning's  mall  there  was  also 
a request  to  reprint  the  last  two  paragraphs  of  the  Ladles  Home 
Journal  article.  It  has  attracted  a very  gratifying  amount  of 
attention. 


I hope  your  weather  has  Improved.  Ours  for  a 
change  la  lovely  this  morning.  Time  to  put  away  the  fur  coats. 


Ku ch , much  love. 


a ^c£^£  UJOo  n^CEui  tj)  ~tciC^ 

^^^-  Ci)sc4/)  VWuc^^ftJ  CS.cigi 
(xJldAJi'iiSzJ^  

-li  "^101  JUuaiJL  Cj&A>iAJe.  AJUL 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Oarden  City,  New  York 
April  5,  1951 


Dear  Della, 


1 think  you  mlgjat  as  well  go  ahead  and  open 
the  package  from  Mrs,  Helneman.  It  consists  of  autographed 
hooks  which  Helen  Keller  has  sent  her  over  the  years;  the 
place  for  them  Is  the  Foundation;  they  need  never  he  sent 
out  here.  But  it  would  he  nice  if  you  wrote  her  a little 
note  saying  that  they  have  arrived  and  that  you  are  holding 
them  until  I come  in.  After  I have  seen  them  I will  write 
to  her.  She  is  a very  old  friend  of  Helen's  and  Polly's, 
a cousin  of  Mr,  Mlgel's,  and  she  Is  dying  of  cancer.  This 
Is  why  she  is  sending  the  books  now. 

It  would  he  pleasant  If  we  could  hear  th't 
temperatures  In  South  Africa  have  dropped  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  zero,  hut  I suppose  this' is  too  much  to  hope, 

I have  taken  care  of  the  letters  you  sent.  The 
one  from  Mr.  Takahashl  should  he  near  the  top  of  the  pile 
when  the  girls  return.  I'll  find  out  how  you  are  handling 
that  kind  of  thing  when  I see  you. 

All  good  wishes  all  around  the  office. 


Miss  Della  Dunham 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  3t. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City 
April  15,  1951 


Dearest  Girls, 

Lfi.  itfj  Friday  I had  lunch  at  the  AFB 
with  Robert^  and  Dick  and  Della  and  Miss  Lende. 
One  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  select  the 
winners  In  the  contest  for  the  best  essay  on 
"Equal  Employment  Opportunities  for  the 
Handicapped."  You  may  remember  that  the 
original  plan  was  to  have  these  brallled  and 
sent  to  Helen.  They  were  not  worth  it.  I don't 
knov.'  how  much  v.’e  have  a right  to  expect  from 
High  School  students,  but  we  all  felt  that 
they  had  made  a ro,ther  poor  showing. 

Mrs.  Campbell  is  sorting  and 
arranging  the  Helen  Keller  material  and  doing 
an  admirable  Job.  There  is  a great  lack  of 
display  material,  but  the  collection  is  rich 
in  many  ways  and  when  Mrs.  Campbell  gets 
through  it  will  be  accessible' to  research 
workers  and  others,  v.'hlch  is  not  nov;  the  ca.se. 

I suppose  you  know  tha.t 
Rebecca  Mack  has  v.dlled  her  Helen  Keller 
scrapbooks  to  the  AFB.  It  vras  decided  that 
some  one  ought  to  take  a look  at  them  to 
see  how  adequately  they  cover  the  period 
with  ■hlch  they  deal.  If  they  are  complete 
the  AFB  can  rest  in  peace  on  that  score, 
but  if  they  are  not  something  ought  to  be 
done  to  make  them  so . 

Robert ^1 8 beginning  to  be  very 
tired.  He  has  many  problems.  They  were  all 
annoyed  that  Bob  Irwin  has  received  a two- 
year  Guggenheim  Scholarship  grant  to  write 
a book  on  work  for  the  blind  during  the  last 


fifty  years.  In  his  appllc'tion  they  say  he 
claimed  credit  for  everything  that  has  been 
done.  I think  we  need  not  be  disturbed.  Time 
will  take  care  of  him  and  his  boasts. 

A dinner  is  being  given  to  Miss  Grace 
Harper  on  Monday  evening  on  the  occasion  of 
her  retirement.  Apparently  there  is  general 
rejoicing  over  the  fact  that  she  will  not 
have  to  be  dealt  with  any  longer.  Good  God, 
these  workers  for  the  blind'.  What  littleness, 
what  backbiting 1 I hope  Robert  is  not  tainted 
by  the  atmosphere.  He  hasn't  been  yet. 

As  for  the  lack  of  Helen' s books  in 
South  Africa,  Doubleday's  is  not  responsible. 
The  books  were  published  in  England  as  well 
as  here  and  the  English  publishers  bought 
Empire  rights.  It  v/ould  be  illegal  for  the 
American  publisher  to  sell  his  own  books 
there . 

Daffodils  are  in  bloom  and  the  weather 
is  very  pleasant.  We  expect  to  reach  Snow- 
ville  on  May  12. 

Oh  dear.  I'll  be  so  glad  when  you  are 
back  at  Arcan  Ridge.  I dread  the  Florida 
trip  for  you — it  v:ill  be  so  hot  and  you've  had 
enough  heat  in  SA  to  last  you  for  a long  time. 

Please  find  time  to  rest  a little.  Please 
take  care  of  y ur  precious  selves. 


My  love,  ever  and  always. 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Gerden  City,  New  York 
April  19,  1951 


Dear  Della, 


I wouldn't  know  how  to  handlo  thio,  but  I 
am  Inclined  to  doubt  If  helen  needs  to  do  anything. 

A number  of  people  worked  at  Arcan  Ridge  during  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year,  but  I don't  believe  that 
any  single  one  worked  there  on  24  different  days, 

I don't  ::novr  what  anyone  was  paid,  except  that  It  was 
a lot, 

A great  help  I’ve  turned  out  to  be'.  Sorry. 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  Now  York 
May  1 , 1951 


Dearest  Polly, 


I did  set  your  good  letter 
from  the  Pretoria  and  I am  sorry  I didn't 
mention  it.  I was  so  stricken  with  sadness 
over  Hod's  condition  that  there  seemed 
nothing  to  say.  So  much  sadness  as  one 
grows  older. 


Dick  asked  me  to  come  in 
and  say  Hello  to  you  over  the  telephone 
and  I almost  did.  Kow,  because  of  the  delay, 
I'm  glad  I didn't.  They  said  you  feave  a 
good  report  of  yourselves  and  that  made  me 
very  happy. 


It  looks  novr  as  if  we  shall 
get  off  for  Snov.'ville  on  May  11.  Long 
Island  at  the  moment  is  very  pleasant  with 
tulips  and  daffodils,  but  vre  are  an:^ious  to 
be  on  our  way.  Robert  is  due  to  join  us 
soon  after  we  get  there. 

Busy  time,  as  you  knovj.  3o 
much  packing  away  and  all  that  kind  of 
thing . 


I hope  you  a.re  tvkinc-.  cs^re 
of  yourselves. 


Ky  love. 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garaen  City,  K.Y. 
I-5ay  2,  19  5I 


Dear  Lenore , 


The  other  day  when  I was  cleaning 
house  (which  I do  occasionally)  I rr.n  across 
the  Inclosed  pictures  of  Lake  "Winnlplsseogee," 
This  Is  more  your  terrltoiry  than  ours  and  I 
thought  you  might  like  to  have  them. 


I have  not  heard  often  from  Polly 
since  they  have  been  in  South  Africa,  but  some 
of  the  trip  has  been  very  rugged.  Heat  and 
mosquitoes  got  then  dovm  and  they  find  it  "a  sad 
and  terrible  land.”  It  is  Folly's  first  encounter 
with  the  realities  of  antagonistic  racial  groups 
trying  to  live  together.  The  Foundation  talked 
with  them  In  Johannesburg  the  other  day  and  had 
a good  report,  but  I can  tell  from  Polly’s 
brief  notes  that  they  are  very  tired  indeed. 


They  will  not  go  at  once  to  Arcan 
Kldge  when  they  return,  for  Helen  has  to  go  to 
Florida  (of  all  places  in  June I ) to  receive  an 
award  and  they  plan  while  they  are  down  there 
to  visit  Mildred.  A very  nice  vojman  is  living  ftAoK/r 

in  tue  house  with  her  husband  and  children  and  ! 

two  members  of  the  Foundation  who  went  up  at 
.-.aster  to  check  broughit  word  that  everything  was 
in  excellent  condition.  The  problem  of  getting 
some  one  to  take  ca.re  of  them  there  looms 
ahead.  The  colored  couple  turned  out  to  be  most 
unfortunate,  most  inadequate,  and  they  had  an 
ui^appy  experience  with  a Spence  graduate  who 
was  flovm  up  from  Florida  to  take  over  as  Folly's 
understudy.  Katharine  Cornell  did  this  vrlth  the 
best  intentions  in  the  world.  In  fact,  one  of 
the  difficulties  is  that  so  many  people  with  good 
intentions  are  trying  to  tell  Polly  what  she  ought 
to  do. 


I don't  knov?  when  I sh'll  see  than. 
Keith  and  I are  setting  out  for  New  Hampshire 
around  the  11th  of  this  month,  ’..hen  do  you  come? 

I hope  the  children  are  all  well  and  that  you  have 
no  cause  for  deep  personal  anxiety  in  Korea.  And 
I hope  to  see  you  before  too  many  weeks  have  passed. 


Fver  yours. 


Ill  Fifth  Stre't,  Qardon  City,  New  York 
ay  7,  1951 


Dear  Kit, 


It  was  a wonderf’-’.l  triumph  last  nipjht 
and  I loved  every  minute  of  it.  Keith  and  I 
listened  together.  He  said,  "i'he*B  talking, the 
men  are  reading."  You  and  Brenda  talked,  A short 
while  back  the  tv:6  of  us  had  seen  and  heard  a 
perfectly  horrible  thing — over  television  the 
trioj'.t  Idiocy  of  Cilvla  de  Havlland's  Jull  t, 

Almost  I couldn't  boar  it.  It  made  me  long  to  hoar 
ycu  spesk  those  lines  again — only  not  until  no- 1 
winter  because  I shan't  be  rhore  I can  hear  them 
until  after  Kov ember  15. 

1 sun  so  glad  to  know  that  you  ere  back 
In  this  country  and  I wish  I could  cay  the  same  of  ilolen 
and  Folly.  They  have  had  rugged  going,  what  v.'lth 
heat  an-.’’  E.oo^h.iitoes  and  vlth  tho  rr.cle.l  differences 
(new  to  tr.em)  In  what  Tolly  calls  "this  sad  nd 
terrible  country,"  ioardng  South  Africa. 

ThlF  morning  I called  harcy  and  got 
Eronda.  I \ -an ted  to  relay  \-rhat  I felt  about 
"Carxllda."  It  he  that  I can  tell  you  in 
person  at  t’-.e  T'lng-C  it  "Tempest."  T -’antime  I t:.ke 
it  that  Guthrie  la  well.  That  is  the  main  thing. 

hy  love  and  my  salaams, 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
May  8,  1951 


Dearest  Polly , 


I wrote  Lenore  a Ions  letter 
about  a week  ago  and  had  a nice  long  one  in 
return  this  morning.  She  had  been  out  to 
visit  Constance  and  Constance  and  the  grand- 
children will  spend  a couple  of  months  with 
her  at  the  Lake  this  summer.  Lenore  goes 
up  around  June  1 and  she'd  love  to  have  you 
and  Helen  stop  with  her  for  a while  on  your 
way  to  Florida. 


You  have  heard  by  this  time 
of  Clare  Heinemann' s death.  It  is  sad,  but 
it  v;as  time  for  her  to  go.  I almost  died 
myself  v;hen  Leila  called  me  to  tell  me  about 
it.  She  began,  "I  have  bad  nev;s  for  you — " 
and  my  mind  sped  to  South  Africa,  with  v/hat 
horrible  imaginings  I leave  you  to  guess. 

Katharine  Cornell  made  her 
radio  debut  on  Sunday  night  in  "Candida" 
and  did  it  superbly.  Brenda  vras  Prossy  and 
she  wes  very  good  too,  but  the  men  were  only 
so-so.  Nancy  is  still  abroad — not  returning 
until  May  30.  I may  possibly  see  Katharine 
Cornell  tomorrov^  when  Katharine  Conant  and 
I go  in  for  the  King-Colt  performance  of 
"The  Tempest."  ThesKlbg  Colt  school  in  the 
one,  you  remember,  tbj  t puts  on  the  beautiful 
children's  performa-nce^s  and  vrhen  K'"tharlne 
is  in  tovm  she  usually. sees  them.  Before 
the  play  Katharine.  Conant  and  I will  go  to 
the  Museum  of  Mo^erti  Aht  to  see  the  Modigliani 
exhibit  which  is  said  tb  be  vronderful.  Ve'll 
have  lunch  at  the  Club  and  we'll  be  thinking  of 
you  all  the  time. 


Robert  has  besun  bis  trip  north.  What  vrlth 
the  stops  he  has  to  make  he  does  not  expect 
to  reach  Snov,fvllle  until  around  June  7.  I 
think  he  will  spend  several  weeks  with  us. 

We've  had  a lovely  spring.  Dogwoods  and 
azaleas  are  at  their  height  and  I know  Arcan 
Ridge  must  be  beautiful.  Oh  I'll  be  so 
glad  when  you  get  home'. 


i-.y  love,  alway s , 


June  22,  1951 


Dear  Della, 


Since  Helen  Is  In  this  country  and 
you  can  get  In  touch  with  her  I am  returning 
this  communication  from  Appleton-Century- 
Crofta.  I-ty  advice  to  her  would  he  to  let  the 
plates  go  unless  the  Foundation  thinks  the  book 
may  be  worth  reprinting  for  publicity  purposes. 
It  is  a pity  to  have  It  go  Into  oblivion,  but 
I think  it  might  be  very  expensive  to  bring  it 
back.  Talk  with  Kr.  Barnett  about  It. 

Mr.  Henney  is  himself  again  and  we 
are  going  fishing  in  a little  while.  The  wecther 
is  cool  and  pleasant  and  clear.  Last  week  was 
pretty  muggy,  but  never  uncomfortable.  I know 
Polly  must  be  roasting, 

I was  so  glad  to  have  everybody  so 
pleased  with  the  Helen  Keller  room  and  I'm 
anxious  to  see  it. 


Ever  yours, 


Miss  Della  Dunham 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  ^est  l5th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 


Snowvlllo,  New  Hampahlre 
June  30,  1951 


Dearest  Folly, 


This  question  has  come  up  before  of  the 
oriGlnal  publication  of  ITelen's  poem,  ^In  the  Garden  of 
the  Lord,"  It  sounds  so  much  like  Helen  that  I would 
swear  that  It  is  hers,  but  neither  Miss  Lende  nor  I have 
been  able  to  locate  it.  The  compiler  of  the  book,  "Ihe 
V.'orld's  Great  Religious  Poetry,"  (a  copy  of  which  I am 
sending  you  under  separate  cover)  has  acted  very  badly , 
Ignoring  rny  letters,  and  the  .lacmlllan  Company  gave 
Kiss  Lende  the  brush-off  when  she  called,  I hope  Helen 
can  remember  when  she  wrote  it  and  for  what  reason  and 
where  it  was  first  printed.  If  she  cannot  I suppose 
we'll  have  to  let  the  matter  drop  unless,  on  the  other 
hand,  Helen  is  sure  she  didn't  write  it,  in  which  case 
she  can  write  Miss  Hill  and  say  so.  There  is  no  hurrv 
about  attending  to  it.  It's  been  going  on  a long  time 
and  it  will  keep. 


I'll  probably  be  talking  to  you  by  telephon 
before  this  leaves  the  house.  Let  everything  ride  at  Arcan 
Ridge,  It  is  summer.  Camp  out  and  for  a while  don't  unpack 
anything  except  the  things  you  actually  need. 

So  awfully  glad  you  are  both  back. 

My  love  always, 


Foss  Mt,,  Snowllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  13,  1951 


Dear  Florence, 


It  was  quite  wonderful  hearing  from  you,  but  I am 
sorry  about  the  torn  ligament — ercept  that  I fancy"  you  need  rest  and 
I thlnlc  this  may  provide  it. 

The  news  from  Helen  and  Polly  is  on  the  whole  excellent. 
For  the  good  of  my  soul  I went  to  Arcan  Ridge  last  Friday  and  stayed 
until  Sunday.  They  both  look  well  and  even  rested.  The  South  African 
trip  was  strenuous  beyond  any  other  they  have  ever  had,  but  the  voyage 
home  he].ped  then  to  recover.  When  they  arrived  in  l^Y  they  hadn't  time 
to  go  to  Connecticut  because  Helen  had  to  go  to  Florida  to  accept  the 
Shotwell  Kedal  in  honor  of  her  work  for  the  blind.  (This  medal  was 
established  by  a blind  man  and  is  the  only  award  th' t the  blind  them- 
selves can  give).  They  visited  Helen's  sister  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and 
then  at  last  came  home.  They  foun'=?  that  Arcan  Ridge  had  been  tenderly 
cared  for  by  Margaret  lianas  and  her  husband  and  the  Banaseo  have 
agreed  to  stay  until  they  can  locate  some  one  to  take  their  place. 

The  Banaaes  cannot  be  permanent  because  of  their  three  small  children 
and  other  obligations,  but  a Chinese  is  coming  in  today.  I haven't 
much  hope  that  he  will  be  the  right  person  since  he  cannot  read  and 
vfrite  and  speaks  so  little  Hngllsh  th  t he  v;lll  not  be  able  to  answer 
the  telephone,  but  Polly  has  some  leeway  before  the  v/inter  sets  in. 

If  'long  doesn't  fit  in  she  vrlll  have  time  to  try  again  and  maybe 
again  before  necessity  begins  to  pinch. 

Very  likely  you  have  not  heard  that  their  friend  Mrs. 
Oscar  I’elnemann  of  Chicago  loft  them  each  this  summer.  This 

v.'lll  enable  them  to  repair  the  driveway,  buy  a car,  paint  the  house, 
and  do  a number  of  other  things  that  might  have  been  difficult  without 
it.  They  were  so  happy  to  have  first-hand  reports  from  you  and 

Jo  from  Robert  Duffus  and  Haney  Hamilton  and  good  reports  at  that.  And 
we  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  book.  I think  the  title  excellent 
and  I agree  with  you  th:  t the  publisher's  reaction  sounds  like  ''hot 
stuff."  I hope  the  shingles  or  v:hatever  it  wc.s  has  disappeared.  A book 
of  thet  dimension  is  an  enormous  undertaking  and  I 'cnovr  you  both  felt 
drained  when  it  was  over. 

Polly  and  Helen  have  taken  me  many  times  along  the 
pat'.s  and  highways  that  you  travelled  together  wlen  tkey  were  in  France. 
Now  I vrant  to  have  you  and  Jo  take  me  around  Israel — It  must  have  been 
thrilling,  but  the  episode  will  not  be  complete  until  Jo  has  done 
Welzmann.  Tako  good,  good  care  of  yourselves  and  come  back  to  us — 

Much,  much  love  from  ^-eith  and  me. 


July  24,  1951 


Dearest  Folly, 


In  my  flurry  last  night  I forgot 
the  most  Important  question,  vhlch  was:  wh:t  did 
Dr>  Stacy  say?  Please  be  sure  to  answer  this. 

I am  terribly  sorry  about  the 
Harvard  Club,  but  the' s Is  no  way  I could  manage 
It  without  being  present  myself.  Tho  ^t.  Regis 
has  always  seemed  to  me  a lovely  qulot  place  and 
I ’enow  .Catharine  likes  those  French  and  Italian 
restaurants  In  tie  5'J's. 

Our  weather  la  lovely  and  we  aro 
getting  quantities  of  blueberries.  This  evening 
wo  shall  see  "King  Solomon’s  Mines"  (the  plcure 
about  the  African  animals  In  Nairobi).  You  will 
be  Interested  In  an  article  in  the  Saturday 
".venlnc:  . osfe  for  July  21  called  "They  hunt 
Big  Game  In  Taxicabs."  It  Is  very  like  vrhat  you 
and  Helen  saw  In  Kruger  Park,  but  In  this 
Nairobi  section  tho  animals  are  allowed  to  bo 
killed. 


Nice  note  from  Lenore  yesterday 
Inclosing  an  article  about  her  In  tho  Star. 

Lenore  understands — you  need  never  worry  abK3ut 
that — but  she  was  a little  hurt.  Don’t  lot  It 
trouble  you — but  she  would  love  to  hear  from  you. 


The  house  Is  rretty  lively  with  Ann 
and  Robert  and  with  friends  dropping  In,  but  Keith 
and  I can  stay  isolated  here  In  the  v.'orkroom  and  It 
Is  fun  to  know  tb'.t  the  others  are  hnvlneg  fun. 


Must  got  back  to  work, 

I'uch,  much  love  to  you  both. 


July  TA,  1951 


Dear  Lenore, 


how  nice  of  you  to  send  me  the 
article.  Keith  and  I both  enjoyed  it  immenBely 
and  we  don’t  thinlc  the  picture  looks  a bit  too 
young. 


I went  dovm  to  see  Helen  and  Polly 
partly  because  I always  want  to  see  them  and  partly 
because  they  were  heading  up  for  another  row  with 
Amelia  and  I'r.  Mlgel — so  fruitless  and  so  unwise. 

I believe  I nipped  it,  but  the  situation  is  always 
uneasy . They  come  back  from  these  tours  where  they 
are  treated  like  royalty  and  then  Amelia  and 
Kr.  .'Igel  try  to  bring  them  down  to  earth  and  they 
don't  like  it.  I think  you  knov?  thr.t  they  inherited 
"25,000  apiece  from  Mrs.  Oscar  Heinemann  v;ho  died 
in  Chicago  this  summer  and  I know  you  ’jnow  what  will 
happen  to  it.  It  Is  already  happening.  Nothing 
new  in  this  paragraph. 

The  Important  thing  at  the  moment  is 
that  both  girls  look  very  well.  Polly  has  been 
having  bladder  or  kidney  trouble,  but  Dr.  Stacy 
at  V»hlte  Plains  who  was  recommended  the  Mayo 
Clinic  is  taking  care  of  It  and.  it  is  much  better. 
The  help  problem  is  a ni' tier  of  concern.  Folly  has 
a 400-pound  Negro  woman  coming  in  on  l^onday  and 
is  going  to  have  her  take  lessons  in  driving  the  car. 
I haven't  much  hope  that  this  will  work  out,  but  at 
least  It  is  a stop  ahead  of  her  last  idea  which  was 
to  have  a Chinese  man  who  spoke  so  little  English 
that  f'ey  could  barely  understand  him,  who  could,  of 
course .nelthGa  road  not?  write  English,  and  could  not 
drive.  This  came  to  nothing  because  he  was  an  alien 


and  was  not  allov/ed  to  leave  Kew  York.  Keantlme 
yoMng  Mrs.  Banas  who  took  care  of  the  house  while 
they  wr re  away  will  bo  with  them  until  the  end 
of  the  month.  This  can't  be  permanent  because 
Mrs  Danas  has  three  small  children,  a husband 
who'has  a rejular  Job  In  a factory  I believe,  and 
they  have  a house  of  their  own  to  which  they  are 
anxious  to  return, 

I wish  you  would  have  one  of  your  children 
(Constance  It  would  be  now,  wouldn  t It?)  drive 
you  over  some  fine  afternoon.  There  s plenty  of  ^ 
room  for  the  gr8-nd children  to  scatter  out—— and  we 
love  to  see  them. 


Affectionately , 


August  5,  1951 


Dearest  Tolly , 


I aiTi  returning  "Jock"  and  "Call 
of  the  Bushvold."  Keith  and  I have  enjoyed  them 
very  much,  but  oh,  what  forbidding  country — and 
what  cirjelty  to  man  and  beast’. 

It  has  been  In  my  mind  to  get  In 
touch  with  Lenore,  but  our  household  has  been 
rather  confused — so  many  people  In  the  neighbor- 
hood this  time  of  year  and  so  many  projects 
going  on.  Ann  and  Keith  went  down  to  the  lake  at 
flvo^thls  morning  to  fish  for  bass  (Keith  got  a 
boa4(|iy  three  days  ago)  and  have  not  yet 
returned  (3:30),  Robert  Is  making  a rug  and  has 
been  scouting  a circle  of  more  than  a hundred 
miles  In  diameter  for  wool  strips;  this  morning  he 
Is  sleeping  off  his  exertions  of  yesterday . b'e 
pick  blueberries,  then  wo  pick  blackberries.  It 
Is  a great  help  having  Bertha  here. 

I am  hoping  for  a good  report  on 
your  Japanese.  I can  sleep  better  when  I know  that 
problem  la  solved. 

I Amelia  Is  no  very  gre  t distance 

from  ua|  and  If  you  will  give  me  her  address  1 
will  send  her  a card. 

I can  picture  you  and  Helen  In 
the  garden  in  the  early  morning  r-nd  I hope  you  are 
spending  many  hours  resting. 


Love  from  us  a 1,  especially  me. 


August  17,  1951 


Dearest  Folly, 


Thank  you  for  sending  mo  the  review  of 
this  terrible  and  terrifying  book  about  the  ^x>mb  at 
Kagasakl.  I an  returning  it  herewith  and  under 
separate  cover  ac  returning  the  tv/o  oiagnainea  from 
South  Africa  since  you  may  want  them  for  the  AFli  files. 

Ann  and  the  rest  of  us  enjoyed  them, 

Jinn  left  early  yesterday  momirjg  and  will 
be  in  Garden  City  with  Roljert  during  most  of  this  week. 

It  has  been  a very  disturbing  tlmo  for  us.  I think  I have 
never  seen  anyone  suffer  as  much  as  Robert  as  suffering 
now.  It  is  not  only  the  runaway  marriage,  though  that 
'^o'Jld  be  bad  enough,  but  there  have  been  alarming  signs 
of  abnormality . i>io  word  has  come  from  her  since  she  went 
away  and  we  are  ail  very  much  concer-nod  about  what  may 
be  happening.  Tbls  is  by  long  odds  the  heaviest  blow 
that  Robert  has  ever  received,  lio  is  standing  up  under 
it  of  course,  but  I am  afraid  it  will  be  a continulnn;  sorrow 
for  us  ail.  ^ 


I*"'®  weather  is  wet  and  niuggyr,  like  Deptembor 
and  here  and  tne’^e  the  loaves  are  already  chenrlng,  a 
reilnder  that  tbs  summer  is  nearly  over. 


» 


I still  hope  to  hoar  from  /unelia. 


Huah,  much  lo  e to  you  both. 


Dearest  Polly  , 


i 

f. 


. 1 

/.uK>X8t  25,  1951 


Your  Information  the  other  night  I ■f’onnd 
very  dlaturblng.  I don't  want  to  be  an  alarmist,  but 
"tw  your  altu-  tlon  could  be  dangerous  ns  well  as  uncomfortable 
and  I'll  be  glad  when  yon  and  helen  '•■re  out  of  It. 

A long  letter  has  r-omo  from  Trltrla.  She 
seema  happy,  at  least  temporarily , ar.d  the  set-up  may 
not  be  quite  as  bad  as  we  think.  The  young  man  has  been 
married  twice  be-^ore — he  in  now  26 — he  In  all  but 
illiterate  and  has  never  done  anything  for  a living  but 
drift  around  from  rodeo  to  rodeo  and  ratch  to  rrnch. 

Th*-y  are  living  in  a little  place  near  Sonera,  '-allf ornla, 
and  at  the  momont  he  Is  working  In  a sawmill.  Frlt?.le'o 

remarried  In  June  and  the  child  felt  lonely  and  out 
This  young  v/rangler  was  the  onlv  person  available 
the  dude  ranch  for  boys  which  nohsy’'s  husband  runs 
Fntlat.  lobort  Is  Inconsolablo,  but  he  said  there 
nothing  to  do  but  to  try  to  cr-^wl  out  from  under  the 
wreckage.  And  he  and  Bobsy  will  both  keep  tho  door  open 
for  Frltzle  if  and  when  she  v-?ants  to  come  hone. 


mother 
of  It. 
at 
at 
Is 


I am  returning  Florence' o good  letter. 
I hope  Jo's  book  will  do  much  towards  rehabilitating 
him,  Ibey  are  not  having,  an  easy  tine — hut  who  Is? 


I believe  I have  not  told  you  that 
itathe.rlne  Conant's  on.ly  sister  had  an  operation  in  July. 
They  thought  it  was  for  Intestinal  ndheslons,  but  It 
turned  out  to  be  vrideopread  traligr.ancy  and  a colostomy 
had  to  bn  r.erfor-med.  Dorothy  Is  younger  than  ivath.nrine 
and  will  or  course  be  handicapped  for  the  rest  of  her 
life,  though  tho  doctors  say  that  ni-e  will  be  able  to 
return  to  her  Job  on  the  Philadelphia  Bulletin.  The 
seriousness  of  the  whole  thing  has  been  kept  from 
Kotharine's  mother,  though  I don't  know  how. 

"The  Van  Born  to  Be  King"  starts  back  to 
you  today.  I onJoy*>d  it  very  much.  I have  liked  most 
of  Dorot' y Sayers'  work,  S.ncludlng  her  new  translation 
of  Dante's  Inferno. 

Barn  swallovrs  ' re  gat  - erlng  In  long  lines 
on  the  telephone  wires,  cicadas  are  calling,  and  here 
and  there  toe  leaves  are  turning.  All  thin  means  th'-.t 
Fall  1b  near  and  our  return  to  GC  Is  no^  far  off. 

•.eantlie  our  gre  t lo''’e  to  you  and  helon. 


ooptembar  5,  1951 


Doarest  oily, 


Tha  boolt  about  011-\/e  Schreiner  cane 
yo8tert3ay  afternoon  and  I know  I shall  .->njoy  It. 

Vhat  I havo  no’.ai  of  her  I have  always  liked, 

I ax  returning  "The  Silent  Kessenger" 
since  you  may  want  it  for  your  files.  It  la  a 
aplandid  tribute — but  what  an  odd-looking  language, 
thr t South  African  Dutch. 

Tho  Frltzlo  situation  continues  to  be 
heartbreaking  and  probably  will  bo  for  ii.?.ny  and  many 
a long,  weary  day  to  como.  It  la  much  too  lor^g  to 
write  about,  but  I will  give  you  and  Helen  the  high 
spots  when  I 300  you.  Tho  tiling  la  not  static  and 
whore  it  will  lend  God  only  ):nows.  Sorrow  and  destruction 
follcwo  in  its  wako.  Robert  is  In  Garden  City,  but 
may  return  horc  with  his  con  for  a few  days  before  the 
boy  goes  back  to  achool.  Iho  effect  upon  him  ic  now 
our  groateot  concern.  Ihe  child  has  had  two  major 
shocks  this  year,  hla  mother’s  unoxuected  marriage 
and  Frltzie's  runav;ay  with  tills  uncouth  young  Man. 

I hope  uncouth  is  t':.e  worst  that  can  be  snld~of  him, 
but  1 am  Gfrnlr]  not. 

Jim  Conar.t  did  go  backstage  in  Denver 
to  see  Katharine  Cornoll  end  was  simply  entranced  by 
her.  Ho  has  lik:d  Denver  but  is  planning  to  return  to 
Kew  York  In  January  or  February.  !*<■  rry  and  Katharine 
hope  to  bocomo  grandparents  in  Karen,  herton  finish  s 
at  KIT  in  r ebruorj',  Katharine**  c sister  Is  .naklrig 
progress  physically  and  is  mailing  a good  adjustment 
Bi’lrltufkll;  . I'iuc'. . sadness  In  tho  v.'orld  and  we  all  have 
our  share  before  we  are  done  with  it. 

I va.it  to  hear  more  about  your  c'omoatlc 
altuatlon  and  hope  th  't  is  on  ■ quarter  fron:  which  I 
shall  have  good  nev.'o.  I need  good  nev/s  from  somewherol 

My  lo  e to  you  both  as  always. 


Sept.  10,  1951 


Dearest  Tolly , 


I a-ii  returning  the  life  of  Olive 
Schrelnar.  I had  not  realized  hov;  very  difficult 
she  was.  The  Havelock  Sills  episode  did  not 
raise  my  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  ile  seemed 
always  to  have  such  unlioalti.y  relations  v;lth 
women,  beginning  with  his  mother — and  yet  ne 
called  himself  an  authority  on  sex.  Still,  It  Is 
very  interesting  and  f ;0  book  triro\;3  a great  deal 
of  light  on  South  Africa.  The  cruelty  In  that 
country  1 If  this  one  thing  could  be  eliminated 
how  much  good  vrould  follov/1 

Our  weatner  were  is  delightful 
— every  morning  we  see  a fevf  more  patches  of 
leaves  that  have  turned.  We’ve  got  by  thus  far 
vrithout  starting  the  fumaco,  btit  I think  it 
won't  bo  long  novr. 

I am  very  anxious  to  hear  from 
you — to  'aiow  that  you  and  i-clen  are  to  be  veil 
ta  ten  care  of  during  ti;a  winter. 


My  love,  aa  always. 


‘>ept,  12,  1951 


Deariat  Polly , 


I almost  tolephonnd  you  l^st  nlp^t  after  I 
5ot  your  letter,  but  i am  afralti  of  Intfti-iiouse  connectlone 
and  bealdoa  I had  already  said  every  thing  I could.  I think 
you  are  utterly  mad  to  go  on  with  It.  Call  on  Oscar  If 
you  need  to.  He  Is  there  to  help  people  In  emorgenclea 
and  I think  this  la  ono  of  major  proportions,  -destroy 
this  as  ooon  aa  you  have  read  it. 

1 v;l8h  I could  be  with  you  all  this  week- 
end. Robert  la  due  to  have  hla  son  with  him  and  thoy 
may  be  on  their  way  up  here.  The  situation  Is  still  In 
too  much  of  a turmoil  far  him  to  havo  much  heart  for 
anything  else.  It  may  settle  down  a bit  after  the  boy  Is 
back  In  school.  I don't  know  If  I told  you  that  liobsy 
wants  to  take  him  out  at  Christmas  and  put  hla  In  tho 
Rntlat  High  School  In  vrnahlnpvton,  a disastrous  move. 

Nothing  we  can  do  but  v«iit  and  hope.  Robert  has  ectod 
with  great  wisdom  and  restraint,  but  it  Is  difficult  to 
overcome  unreason  with  reason. 

e Bhr.Il  probably  be  back  by  Novu  10, 
but  with  your  commitments  (so  glad  you  are  going  to 
the  .'layo  Clinic}  wo  better  wait  until  Dec.  to  bsglri 
our  theatrical  season.  Nice  pictures  of  Kit  and  Gutiirle 
In  yesterday's  paper.  Eut  oh  th^t  picture  of  the  King*. 

A dying  man  end  he  knows  It. 

Bland,  lovely  flay  today, 
f^y  lovo. 


aST^D  MS  SUMS  GOOD  NS’KS  5UICK I '.  1 1 '. '. 


Sopteir.bor  13,  19^1 


Dear  Dick, 


Nice  to  hear  from  you. 

I don't  know  If  you  want  to  keep  the 
Kovnat  corrospondence  or  not,  but  I am  sending 
you  his  letter  and  a carbon  of  my  reply.  The 
articles  I am  returning  to  him.  I doubt  very 
much  If  his  hook  Is  ever  published. 

The  tale  of  tay  stimner  will  be  very 
short  (happy  are  the  people  whose  annals  are 
brief),  but  I oxpect  a long  (and  I lope  also 
happy)  account  of  yours.  I am  sorry  I was  not 
In  Westport  last  week-end.  I am  much  disturbed 
about  tie  situation  tViero,  but  It  Is  something 
Polly  has  to  handle.  I wish  you  had  slaughtered 
the  Jap  v7hiio  you  were  on  the  ground. 

Dorry  Della  is  leaving.  VJo  shall  all 

miss  her. 


Till  November, 


Ihrer  yours. 


;inowvlllo,  Sept.  Ll,  1951 


Dearest  Polly , 


Of  course  Helen  will  want  to  give  Mr. 

Savldes  porriilsslon  to  Include  hla  Interview  with  her 
In  his  book  and  I think  Helen  herself  should  write  him 
a brief  note  gi  Ing  it  to  him.  I have  corrected  the 
spelling  of  yonr  name  and  1 have  made  It  clear  that 
Mlsa  Sullivan  and  Mrs.  i-.acy  are  the  same  person.  Teacher 
never  wrote  a book  about  Helen,  but  the  Anagnos  Report 
In  which  so  much  ol'  the  story  was  told  In  her  letters 
might  have  been  available,  so  I guess  the  statement  can 
stand,  though  I think  It  more  likely  thrt  after  ell 
these  years  his  recollection  Is  at  fault. 

I lope  very  much  that  Dick  will  come  to 
11  e v/itn  you,  but  you  must  not  be  too  disappointed  If 
he  refuses.  He  has  many  angles  to  consider.  1 know  how 
difficult  It  Is  to  get  help,  but  I am  convinced  tb-  t 
your  search  should  lie  in  the  area  between  D8.nb'?ry  and 
V'estport.  Lonely,  homesick  servants  in  the  country 
bring  on  a v:hole  new  b' tch  of  problems,  as  friends  of 
ours  here  are  discovering.  Is  there  a colony  of 
Jamaicans  In  Westport?  They  have  tended  to  settle  along 
the  coast  and  the  good  ones  are  excellent. 

Well,  I'll  be  glad  when  the  month  comes  to 
an  end  and  I . ope  that  October  will  onen  a new  and  hapnler 
era. 


i'erhaps  It  might  be  a good  Idea  for  you  to 
send  me  some  of  Helen's  manuscript  as  soon  as  she  Is 
'^mibg  to  release  It.  I might  bo  able  to  give  her  '?(xne 
sug^estlonsljti'iat  would  help  stimulate  her.  God  knows  I 
don't  blame  her  for  being  bored.  She's  had  so  much  of  t is 
sort  of  t:  Ing  to  do,  hut  her  present  material  has  so  many 
aspects  th'  t are  new,  or  t least  little  '..nown  in  thlv  country 
that  her  article  ought  to  be  fascinating.  I believe  teat  It 
is  to  be  publls’ ed  In  South  Africa,  but  Helen's  slant  on 
things  oupht  to  make  It  fresh  and  refreshing  there  as  well 
as  here. 


I long  to  see  you. 


Ky  love 


Snowvllle,  New  i-iampshlro 
.'>ept ember  29 » 1951 


Dearest  Polly, 


You  can  tell  wbat  I have  done  by  running 
througli  these  notes.  Pxsage  h^'ve  them  •out  Into  Frnllle 
f r Helen  and  send  me  the  bill.  Patches  of  the  article 
are  beautiful  and  If  she  can  bring  It  all  up  to  its  highest 
present  level  she  will  have  written  one  of  tie  outstan<^inp 
pieces  of  her  career.  ^ 

■ >ur  weather  Is  cool,  the  furnace  Is  going, 
and  the  view  from  the  Annex  is  stupendous  with  mountains 
and  clouds. 


I shall  be  anxious  to  hear  about  your 
domestic  arrangements  and  I hope  very  much  that  you  and 
Jlelon  and  Dick  can  work  out  a pleasant  way  of  living  together. 
I ^wonder  if  ha  would  like  to  come  up  here  for  a fev/'days. 

I d love  to  have  him  and  it  might  give  him  a chance  to  back 
off  and  look  at  things.  The  workers  for  the  blind  (always 
with  the  exception  of  you  and  Helen)  do  get  so  ingrov-n. 

3ertha  will  be  lea-lng  on  Thursday.  I shall 
miss  her,  but  we  do  like  the  wonderful  freedom  that  we  have 
after  she  is  gone.  No  responsibilities  except  to  ourselves. 

>iuch  lov’e  to  you  both. 


Remember  every  single  thing  about  *he 
Christopher  Fry  play.  I am  sorry  I shall  miss  it. 


Page  1.  Immediately  after  the  sentence  about  "affectionate 
interest  In  the  development  of  the  colored  people  In 
America"  svjlng  into  the  other  elements  that  gave 
encouragement  for  the  tour — ti  e Interest  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  their  efforts  (unsuccessful 
as  It  turned  out)  to  make  It  as  easy  for  you  as  possible; 
the  reading  of  Gandhi's  autobiography  and  the  other  book 
(already  you  have  a nice  sentence  on  this  and  tie  single 
sentence  Is  all  you  need);  f-’.r.  John  Kllson' s aid  (again 
you  have  a nice  bit,  but  you  need  use  only  a small  portion 
of  ItJ;  :.r.  Colllgan,  r.  Eagar,  and  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser 
all  need  short  mention,  but  the  visit  to  the  House  of 
Commons  should  go  unless  it  Is  used  In  such  a v:ay  as  to 
point  up  one  of  the  problems  of  South  Africa.  The  Peanut 
and  Egg  experiments  don't  moan  anything  to  an  American 
v;ithout  more  explanation. 

Page  5.  Leave  out  all  complaints.  Your  difficulties  vere 
groat  and  you  have  reason  and  Justification  for  pointing 
them  out,  but  after  all  they  are  unimportant  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  job  was  done  and  you  and  Polly  c’me  back 
alive.  The  p-  rt  about  this  not  being  a personal  work  like 
writing  a book  or  moulding  a statue  is  excellent  and  might 
well  come  towards  the  beginning  of  the  article.  This  Is  your 
theme.  Fake  everything  fit  In  wllh  It. 

Page  6.  Le"ve  out  ..adelra.  The  actual  travel  part  of  this 
you  may  be  able  to  use  In  some  other  vay  at  a later  date. 

The  voyage  on  the  Pretoria  Castle  has  no  significance  except 
as  it  helped  relax  your  "troubled  state  of  mind,"  Just  as 
the  voyage  on  the  iueen  Elizabeth  has  none  except  as  it 
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gave  you  a chance  to  read  about  Gandhi  and  prepare  yourself 
for  what  lay  ahead. 

Page  7.  The  arrival  In  Capo  Town  lo  good,  but  the  description 
of  the  suite,  etc.  is  distracting.  Cut  everything  that  does 
not  bear  directly  and  forcefully  upon  your  main  theme. 

Page  9.  Here  and  olsev/hero,  both  before  and  after  page  9 
leave  out  your  speeches.  Forget  your  speeches  and  say  wh  t 
you  have  to  say.  Gummarlze,  don't  scatter  your  opinions  and 
conclusions  all  over  the  place.  Put  them  v/horo  they  will  carry 
a wallop. 

Don't  Itemize  your  Itinerary.  On  page  9 you  touch  on  one  of 
the  greatest  obstacles  (perhaps  the  greatest  obstacle)  In  the 
way  of  improve.'ient  In  the  lot  of  the  handicapped — "the  public 
de.nanded  segregation."  Bring  the  evidence  of  this  into  one 
place.  Is  it  true  everywhere?  Did  you  see  any  signs  thrt  It 
may  not  always  be  tr^ie? 

Pare  10.  One  of  your  finest  pas^^ages  is  on  this  page — beginning 
"■Every  fibre  within  me  revolted..."  but  indeed  this  whole 
page  and  the  first  paragraph  on  the  next  are  splendid  I 
■^age  11.  Most  of  this  page  could  go  except  the  tribute  to 
Rotary.  Don't  try  to  mention  all  the  schools  and  all  the 
visits. 

Page  12.  Beginning  "Thtks  we  rushed..."  and  on  to  f e end  of 
t'ue  paragraph  on  the  next  page  Is  very  good.  Leave  out 
Stellenbosch.  The  Kowbray  visit  Is  important  because  o'*  whr.t 
It  brings  out  with  regard  to  the  public  attitude  towards  help 
to  the  hard  of  herring. 

Page  lA.  The  Worcester  meeting  Is  well  described  but  most 
of  page  15  can  be  omitted. 
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PaRe  15-16.  "V’e  returned  to  Cape  lovm...''  This  paragraph 
generalized  olght  •••ell  make  an  excellent  wind-up  for  the 
entire  article. 

Page  16.  Paragraphs  on  race  Intoler-ance  vary  good.  Leave 
out  the  garden  party  except  for  the  reference  to  the  Mayor 
and  Mayoress. 

17.  Shorten  tribute  to  Lall  Gillies.  Tribute  to  i.r.  Blaxall 
very  fine,  but  night  come  earlier  since  It  was  throuj^ 
him  that  the  tour  of  South  Africa  materialized. 

Page  13.  Trip  to  Port  Lllzaboth  Interesting  but  somewhat 
beside  the  point  here.  The  vrork  In  Fort  Elizabeth  Is  a 
different  mrtter.  Keep  this,  but  omit  your  speech  on  page 
20. 

Page  20.  Now  Brighton  visit  very  well  done. 

Page  20.  Grahamstovm  Important  because  of  the  library  which 
Is  well  described.  Stop  with  the  sentence  "I  have  no  Idea  hov; 
many  natives  read  them.”  Omit  everything  else  about  SnR± 
Grahamstown. 

Pago  22.  Seep  the  description  of  the  ride  from  Port 
Elizabeth  to  East  London.  It  gl'-ea  a wonderful  sense  of  the 
background  against  v.hlch  so  many  South  Africans  livo. 

Page  23.  Not  altogether  clear  Just  who  made  up  the  congregation 
addressed  on  the  3th.  They  must  not  have  been  the  pagans. 

^"hat  you  said  about  faith  Is  ve^^y  good  and  should  bo  kept. 

Pago.  2A.  I-enn*:lful  passage  beginning  "At  nl^tfall . . .and 
continuing  to  the  middle  of  the  next  page.  Leave  o';t  the 
reference  to  Jowelry;  it  Is  a little  shocking  In  this  place 
where  otherwise  the  values  are  wholly  spiritual. 

O’K®  25-  0.  /II  tills  uni  11  the  irrlv  l In  Johannesburg  could 
be  cut  to  ' paragraph.  The  Zulus  are  out  of  place  except 


as  they  ver©  a help  to  you,  but  they  do  give  a spot  of  color 
and  their  expression  of  good  will  is  touching. 

Fag©  30.  Cut  down  on  Johannesburg  and  on  to  the  end  of  what 
you  have  written.  Ihe  Kruger  Park  visit,  fascinating  as  It 
Is,  is  another  s'ory,  and  deserves  only  passing  mention  and 
not  too  much  boasting  about  seeing  the  lions.  In  the  books 
that  Polly  sent  me  I learned  that  tills  la  a sore  point  In 
oouth  A' rlca--tliat  while  there  Is  so  much  to  see  most  people 
don’t  feol  that  they  have  seen  anything  unless  the  lions  put 
In  an  appearance. 

Dear  helen,  all  I have  said  is  by  way  of  suggestion.  You  --mow 
better  th'^n  I do.  There  Is  a beautiful  article  in  this,  but 
it  is  going  to  take  work,  work,  work  to  get  it  out — but 
perhaps  not  so  much  as  It  seeas.  Some  of  it,  like  the 
memorable  experience  in  the  garden,  which  you  so  memorably 
describe,  is  as  beautiful  as  ai'ytaing  you  have  ever  written 
and  the  article  when  you  have  finished  It  I am  sure  vill  have 
v/orld-wlde  value  as  an  inspiration  to  a more  spiritual  way 
of  life. — 'ly  love  always,  K’ella. 


^ -6^ 


Snowvllle,  New  iiampahlre 
October  '5,  1951 


Doarofit  Polly, 


’■1th  regard  to  this  request  from  New  Zealand 
I think  the  best  thing  is  for  you  to  call  Mrs.  C.A.  Pollard 
at  Coublc^c.y ' B (tall  her  I told  you  to)  and  ask  her  what 
Helen  should  charge  and  1^^  would  gun  up  the  v?orks  if 
Doubleday's  ever  declded^o  reprint  it  in  a book.  I think 
the”e  nigh*  tide^be  a vevy  good  book  of  Helen's  articles, 
in  which  case  Doubleday' 6 night  want  world  rights.  If 
Doubloday's  says  It  is  Okay  to  go  ahead  you  can  have  the 
Foundation  writs  the  letter  for  Helen  to  sign.  It  will  have 
to  be  a fairly  long  letter  since  the  restrictions  must  be 
noted  ar.3  tils  original  assignment  should  be  kept  on  file. 

I a.T.  sorry  I can't  take  care  of  it  for  you,  but  I've  no  idea 
wh-?t  rights  of  this  sort  bring  now. 

V'e  are  living  in  a castle  in  the  clouds  today . 
The  color  is  glorious,  but  most  of  it  is  hidden  from  us.  Yes- 
terday v;e  v;or.t  to  the  Fn^eburgli  Fair — a little  country  fair 
with  a fine  display  of  stock,  a icturosque  carnival,  and 
a building  for  cakes,  preserves,  needlework,  fruit,  etc. 

It  took  me  back  to  my  childhood  and  was  a lot  of  fun. 


Bertha  left  Thursday  and  Keith  and  I are  here 
alone.  The  nicot  time  of  the  yoar. 

Fobort's  heartaches  intensify  and  of  course  they 
ere  our  heartaches  too.  But  all  this  I will  tell  you  about 
when  I see  you. 


I hope  Dlc’xC  has  been  successful  in  finding 
help  and  I look  forvrard  to  a visit  to  your  new-made  household. 

Much  love. 


4 


October  26,  I951 


Dearest  lolly, 


all  has  boon  fantastically  late  In 
reacblnc  us.  Your  card  mailed  on  Oct.  19  arrU^ed  In 
Snovvlllo  on  Oct.  25l  A ‘’loop  of  x rlr.onors  ho  a not 
come,  but  I am  exp-ctlng  11  any  day.  So  far  aa  I know 
nothing  has  boon  lost  this  sltu'-.tlon  of  delay 
exists  In  p.  number  of  places,  ’^■robablv  bocause  of 
economy  in  the  r-ost  office  service. 

1 am  returr.lni'  t^’e  two  letters  you  sent 
with  the  card — you  may  want  them  for  the  file. 

■o  have  decided  texilntively  to  leave  horo 
on  .!ov.  14,  but  the  trip  to  Ohio  may  bring  us  dovrn  a 
week  sooner.  {Probably  not,  however.) 

I lon't  .:now  if  u).tharlne  told  you  that 
Fritzle  has  loft  ' er  husband  and  Is  going;  back  to  college, 
not  to  Smith,  but  to  J ullman  or  to  tho  Hnlve- sity  of 
Washington.  /I  mad  escapade  all  around  and  I'd  feel  better 
If  she  had  ta  con  i'.or  iJ.llterata  husband  to  scliool  with 
her.  T»ie  ser.ao  of  responBiblllty  has  never  been  stronp; 
either  In  her  or  her  inotV.er  and  I arc  afraid  wo  have  much 
more  sorrow  ahead  of  us.  It  is  the  sort  of  trouble  that 
we  Braddys  have  never  had  before  and  we  are  ill-eiiilpped 
to  meet  it,  I'.obert  la  still  in  Garden  City,  but  be  went  Into 
Yew  York  a short  time  a.-o  to  talk  wlt'a  an'  employment 
agency  about  a Job.  He  had  the  o-^fer  of  one  In  California, 
but  It  involved  a lot  of  driving  and  since  the  loss  of  his 
eye  he  doesn’t  like  driving  so  much.  Thon  too  his  hearing 
Is  a handicap,  ’’nless  he  pets  something  to  do  will  go 
south  soon  after  our  return  to  GC  and  may  spend  the  winter 
in  '^lorida. 


The  season  is  open  for  birds  and  l>ecaueo  of 
tho  hunters  we  don't  go  into  the  woods  as  much  as  we  did. 
Three  bears  have  been  killed  in  our  little  township  and 
tnree  more  h've  been  aeon.  Lot  of  them  around,  but  thougji 
we've  gone  to  the  places  v- ere  t?;ey  are  known  to  fend  we 
haven’t  glimpsed  one  yet. 

Dinner  party  tonight.  Luncheon  p'^rty  to- 
morrow. Dear  me,  thin  social  life.  It's  killing  me’ 


y love  to  you  all, 


Novoc.ber  lA , 19fl 


Det’.r  ls9  .;an-^allan: 


Thank  you  very  much  for 
the  typescript  of  the  bep^lnninp;  of  the 
bl  ,£.raphy  of  .ouis  raille.  It  Is,  as  you  r,ay , 
rr-ti  or  hishly  fictional!  ed,  but  the  footnotes 
anc  or  It  to  earth  and  tl.ese  I presune  can  be 
trusted . 


On  : ov.  19  i aci  retumlnc 
to  our  winter  hoi:i»  where  my  address  is 
111  Fifth  Jt.,  Garden  City,  Lonn  Island,  t'-ev 
York,  rioano  send  the  rent  of  the  motorlal  to 
ne  there.  Don't  vorry  if  you  have  already 
called  oone  of  it.  The  Snovrvllle  postmaster  ic 
very  reliable  and  very  prompt  In  forv/ardlnp; 
whatever  comen  for  me. 

I should  like  to  keep  what 
I have  until  the  rest  of  the  manuscript  arrives. 
Then  I v?lll  return  It  to  yon  as  you  nuggect. 

A carbon  ’ 111  s^rve  for  ne  as  well  an  ti.e 
original. 


Ve'y  sincerely  yours. 


.isn  Ruth  ilandallaji 
Departi-.iont  of  .Todem  Languages 
I'lT,  Cambridge  39,  Lass. 


onovrvllle , ..ov;  Ijanir.^hlre 
riovember  l-'i , 1951 


Dearost  Polly, 


"I'ank  yo  for  sen^lnp,  the  letlors  from  the  rovrells 
I was  very  pleased  with  the  compliments  to  me  and  to  the  atmosohero 
of  Arcan  Rld^e. 

Yeotorclay  afternoon  ti  e first  pap;ea  o'"  the  Pr'-lllo 
blO;^raphy  reached  me.  It,  too,  IS  f Id  lonallzed--thGre  simply 

Isn  t cnou0h  material  to  ma.ce  a hook  about  him  In  any  other  ^-ay 

but  It  Is  heavily  buttressed  with  reliable  footnotes.  It  '-'111 
not  be  necovsary  to  have  It  transcribed  for  ’ elon,  but  I will 
make  excerpts  and  summaries  which  should  bo  put  Into  Braille  for 
her.  rnere  are  a number  of  Interestlnp;  points.  The  author  of 
the  article  In  urola  Frofesneura  was  Charles  Pl^nlei^,  director 
of  the  Jounes  Aveugles.  ’^l^nlor  took  charge  v;hen  Louis  was  12 
years  old  and  :.:new  him  Intlma+oly  from  th^it  time  on.  This 
a’ tide  seems  thus  far  to  be  the  most  reliable  of  all  sources. 

No  one  knows  with  whr.t  instrument  Louis  blinded  himself.  The 
aut’-or  of  this  hook  says  hnlfo,  but  11  mlpjit  h'’ve  been  any 
sharp  tool  In  t>e  harness-maker's  outfit,  - ccordlns  1o  fa.i.lly 
tradition  Louis  mlp;ht  have  used  upholstery  nails  with  roi'nded 
eads  to  emboss  his  'Irst  alphabet.  This  was  r r.oint  th-^'t  lielen 
ha'  wondered  about.  1 will  not  send  her  the  defctlled  summary 
nntil  I have  read  tho  entire  manuscrirt.  ' hat  slie  needs  most  to 
do  Is  to  gi'  e a vivid  picture  of  what  the  Intelllfrent  blind  had 
to  contend  with  befo’^e  Eraille  so  as  to  show  vividly  whnt  rcllle 
did  fo'  them.  Also  I think  It.  important  to  shovr  what  Lrallle's 
extraordinarily  jlfted  .and  lovahio  personality  has  meant  In  the 
way  of  a legacy  to  the  blind  and  the  workers  for  the  blind. 

I don't  hnovi  what  audience  the  AFR  Is  trying  to 
re  ch  with;  t'.e  hook,  but  so  m-ny  footnotes  will  frighten  off  the 
general  reader  and  I think  they  lulght  consider  putting  the  foot- 
notes together  at  the  hadk  of  t e book  instead  of  at  the  bottom 
of  every  page.  The  footrldtoa  are  extremely  iuiportant;  It  Is  they 
and  not  the  na,rratlve  that  will  '-i' e the  book  lasting  va.lue.  It 
has  also  occurred  to  me  that  1 he  AFB  vminto  it,  part  or  all  of 
Helen's  article  ~lgh'«  v;ell  serv.^  as  an  Introduction.  Lore  on 
this  later. 

elth  and  I 'nave  finished  H f-  C.-^lno  Kutlny.  It 
goes  to  you  by  this  mall  and  1 hope  you  enjoy  It  as  much  as  v.’e 
did,  I am  going  to  !:oep  A of  ■ rlconors  a while  longer — 

If  yon  '..five  no  objections  I m.^^^y  lend  It  to  Ann.  I lo"  ed  It. 

The  story  of  Angell’.ce  haunts  me.  Tho  only  • ernon  I 
can  t'  Ink  of  lo  whom  "^dmlttance  could  not  bo  rofuned  Is  Helen, 
but  I should  rot  like  'jer  to  go  up  without  a bodyguard,  feachor 
wrs  always  ro  Interested  In  f e on-coming  deaf  and  blind  and  I 
am  sure  she  would  ral^e  hell  from  now  to  breakfast  1'’  she  knew 
of  ti  lr  sltu’  tlon. 


I think  It  is  wonderful  that  the  '.’oiaon  ; lonlsto  are 
honoring  Helen.  All  1 want  Is  for  her  to  have  the  full  picture 
vri  en  she  thinks  of  Iarofl.l| — io  remember  t . t It  lo  founded  on 
blood  and  conquest  (like  all  the  of  er  states  we  knov;)  and  to 
i Ive  some  conslder.-l  Ion  to  the  dlsioseosoed  Arabs  who  are  living 
in  misery  on  the  outskirts.  I knov.-  Arabs  and  Roman  Catholics  are 
rot  Colon's  favorite  people,  but  they  too  are  human. 

The  more  1 think  of  It  the  more  glad  I am  f^at  Helen  did 
not  jet  a Cadillac.  Furs,  Jewels,  aiid  Cadillacs  have  never  yet 
;7.ale"^a  vioman  beloved  (except  by  butter  and  ejg  men  and  goats)  and 
It  Is  “elen  at  her  very  simplest  thcat  has  carved  the  image  t at 
-eople  cherish.  You  see  too  many  rich  people  and  I \ilsh  again, 
as  I have  so  often  wished,  that  you  had  more  contact  v.-lth  youth 
struggling  against  heavy  od-’s  for  the  sake  of  Ideas,  not  for 
material  success,  but  as  ‘■•elen  says,  Alasl  I don't  see  how  It  can 
be  done  and  I do  want  for  you  and  He^en  everything  tluit  money  can 
buy  and  everything  else  you'd  like  throvn  Into  the  bargain. 

I loved  every  minute  I was  with  you  and  I am  so  glad  t..at 
Dick  Is  one  of  the  family,  -ave  a happy  Tnanksglving,  all  of  you 
togfif  er,  and  give  my  lo*  e to  Lenore  and  r.ldney . It  won't  be 
long  before  I see  you  again. 

Meantime,  as  always  and  forever. 


*--y  love. 


Garden  City,  New  York 
December  19,  1951 


Dearest  Folly , 


I don't  think  you  could  50  wrong  on  any  of 
the  pictures  from  the  TIMruS.  I marked  the  ones  I liked 
best  with  a little  red  check  on  the  back  and  when  I turned 
them  over  to  make  the  check  I found  that  most  of  them  had 
already  been  checked — so  it  seems  that  as  usual  we  are  In 
agreement.  I am  returning  the  pictures  In  the  envelope  in 
which  they  came. 

As  for  "The  Dales  of  Derbyshire"  which  I send 
herewith  I hardly  think  it  worth  while  to  have  many  of  the 
poems  transcribed  for  Helen.  They  are  pleasant  enor.gh,  but 
undistinguished.  The  ones  I think  she  would  like  most  are 
"The  Song  of  Life"  on  page  1?  and  "Pastoral"  on  page  26, 

I don't  know  if  you  saw  the  inclosed,  clipping 
from  the  TInSS  one  day  last  week.  I presume  the  lawyer  who 
made  Helen's  v;ill  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulties 
and  made  provision  accordingly . I do  not  anticipate  any 
trouble  with  the  executors,  but  you  might  talk  with  Amelia 
about  the  whole  thing  the  next  time  you  see  her. 

The  trip  to  Ohio  was  very  sad.  Keith's  mother 
la  becoming  quite  feeble  and  very  deaf — not  surprising  for 
one  in  her  35th  year,  but  there  are  many  heartbreaks  in 
watching  one  cope  with  the  handicaps  of  old  age,  however 
courageous  they  may  be  in  meeting  them. 

I expect  to  talk  with  you  before  the  day  is 
over,  but  I want  to  get  these  things  off  before  the  lines 
at  the  post  office  stretch  out  too  far. 


Ky  love  always. 


i)o comber  r'5,  1951 


Dearest  ?olly. 


It  v/ao  very  coocl  of  you  to  telephone  rae  about 
:'r.  Palmer's  letter,  I need  not  tell  you  how  rjleaaed  I am 
that  he  ll':ed  the  article,  for  you  know.  I look  forward  to 
seeing  It  In  print. 

The  shrots  and  pil.  iowcaees  are  perfectly  beautiful 
and  wo  ought  to  have  opulent  dreams  when  v;e  use  thorn.  I am  not 
calling  them  a Chrictmas  present,  on  account  of  because  I said  we 
were  not  giving  Christmas  presents  this  year,  but  1 do  thank  you 
both  and  so  does  Keith. 

Jo's  book  v.'lll  start  towards  you  tomorrow,  V.'lth 
all  Its  inadequacies,  you  can't  help  enjoying.  It  because  it  Is 
Jo,  I ha-'on't  rjeen  any  more  reviews, 

A friend  of  mine  has  asked  me  to  go  v;ith  her  to 
Dclnt  Joan  on  Jan.  3.  On  Tuesdays  I work  for  our  infant  library 
out  here — that  Is,  in  the  mornings.  I must  get  an  appointment 
with  my  dentist  to  have  my  teeth  cleaned,  but  otherwise  I am 
free  and  I do  want  to  see  you.  The  Aatlsse  exhibit  doesn't  open 
until  12  o'clock  and  you  may  not  like  it — ho  is  very  modern — 
but  I think  it  would  be  worth  a try . Let  mo  know  v/hen  you  are 
to  be  in  tovm. 


I do  wish  to  heaven  that  you  could  get  a local 
couple  of  high  character  to  tahe  over  the'^e  at  Arcan  Ridge.  The 
present  situation  is  not  good  and  v;e  must  remember  th.at  it  is  not 
easy  for  Dick  either.  Rven  with  him  there  you  still  need  a 
chauffeur  to  take  you  to  places  to  ■hich  he  is  not  invited  or  to 
which  he  may  not  want  to  go.  A country  house  in  winter  is  a mighty 
undertaking  and  if  it  gets  to  be  too  much  you  and  Helen  may  have 
to  leave  it  and  travel  southward  for  a while.  I know  yovi  don't  want 
1o,  but  you  must  have  more  peace  of  mind  t'  an  Is  yours  at  the 
moment — but  :r.ayb'-  things  are  not  ns  bad  as  you  thin’.',  Dtill,  I 
can't  help  worrying. 


uch,  much  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.y. 
January  11,  1952 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  Just  talked  rith  Catharine  Conant  and 
wo  have  both  decided  that  v;e'd  better  not  stay  in  to’,vn  for 
dinner  next  V.'ednesday  evening.  It  makes  the  day  oo  lonp,  and 
strenuous — v.'e  ain’t  up  to  it.  And  I wish  you  and  Helen  could 
go  somewh.ere  and  lie  down  until  time  to  go  to  Sneden'o 
Landing.  i'*-atharlne  appreclatod  the  Invitation  no  end  and 
knows,  as  I do,  that  we  would  enjoy  lt--btit  I know  you  under- 
stand ho\:  It  is. 

I am  Inclosing  John  Kason  Bro\>m's  review  of 
the  two  CleopatrP.s,  Throve  it  B.\my  vrhon  you  have  read  it.  I 
thought  It  quite  good. 


fiETWyjCi'l  SITTINGS  camo  this  morning.  I moant  you 
to  keep  the  book,  but  nov;  I will  send  it  to  Robe*"t.  He  was 
quite  anxious  to  read  it. 

yesterday  was  m"rvelloua . I came  home  with  a 
li{{;htor  heart  than  I have  had  for  many  a day.  The  cha- el  at 
Vence  and  some  of  the  paintings  vrlll  stay  vrith  me  always — and 
it  is  alv/ays  so  good  to  have  a long.,  quiet  talk  with  you  and 
Helen. 

I hope  my  beautiful  pin  will  be  ready  for  me  to 
adorn  myself  with  next  V^ednesday. 


Till  then  and  al^mys,  my  love. 


Ill  ^i'th  Ht.,  Garden  Cltj,  'lew  iork  ) 

January  17,  1952 

; 


Dear  .4r.  'argent: 

I shall  be  very  glad  to^have 
you  handle  the  itatter  of  a television  adaptation 
of  rrj  book,  Anne  r>ulllvan  Kaey,  In  the  usual 
way,  with  iOjJ  commission  for  you.  I aa^^me  that 
It  would  be  for  one  presentation  only  or^some- 
thlng  of  tno  sort,  rather  then  a surrender  of 
all  TV  rlglits.  Tne  book  w-as  done  quite  succoss- 
fully  yoars  a^o  over  tviGio  in  Cavalcade  of 
America . 


If  the  sale  should  go  thiougli 
I hope  you  will  inform  mo  as  to  when  the 
performance  will  occur. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.  'lolla  Praddy  Henney) 


p’.r.  John  1.  oariiOnt 
poubleday  i Co.  Inc. 
Z'7b  -aoioon  iiVo. 
hew  York  22,  low  York 


January  L'-!( , 1952 


Dep.rest  Polly , 

I £tffi  roturnina  Stuart's  letter  since  you  t-nv 
want  to  talk  with  him  about  it.  Cortainly  the  next  s',  ep  in 
to  find  out  the  Governor' o reaction.  If  it  is  unfavorable 
then  I think  you  should  talk  with  Robert  Earnett.  1 ahould 
prefer  to  see  it  a living  memorial,  rat.er  tian  a dead  museum, 
but  a living  ir.emorlal  would  not  help  you  in  the  disposo.!  of 
the  valuahlee,  since  most  of  them  would  have  to  be  removed 
If  the  house  is  to  be  devoted  to  active  living.  1 don't 
think  it  l8  t‘ e right  place  for  a library,  .t'ldente  would 
need  year-around  access  and  Kew  York  would  be  far  ahead  of 
Westport  in  this  respect.  And  the  expense  of  getting  there 
must  be  considered.  Students  generally  are  church  mice  when 
it  cotaer  to  money. 


Yesterday,  as  usual  v;hen  we  are  together,  >a.s 
wonderful  and  I hope  you  liked  Julie  narris  backstage  as  much 
as  'ye  liked  her  from  the  front.  I think  it  nay  h'-.ve  node  it 
a bit  easier  for  you  for  Sthel  and  Katharine  and  me  to  withdraw; 
you  and  .nelen  were  the  ones  that  Julie  i.arrls  wanted  to  see 
and  v;e'd  have  cluttered  up  tr.e  picture.  V-hat  courage  it  took 
for  Gertrude  f.acy  to  produce  that  play — ail  those  soliloquies, 
so  difficult  to  handle  and  sc  admirably  done.  And  a fine 
review  of  Guthrie's  new  play  this  morning'.  The  vdicle  group 
has  reason  to  be  ha^jpy. 

I am  returning  Van  k'yck'a  book.  I enjoyed  it 
very  much,  but  I do  feel  that  in  it  he  has  lost  much  of  the 
zest  with  which  he  wrote  of  N’nw  England's  greo.t  period,  .le 
understands  the  hortheast,  1 feel,  much  better  than  he  doec  the 
West  and  South  and  1 think  he  finds  ..mny  of  the  new  writers 
disturbing — as  who  does  nof. 

I'll  bo  in  touch  with  you  by  telephone  and  we'll 
have  to  meet  In  Nev/  York  before  the  next  matlneo  comes  off.  That 
1 s too  far  away . 

Meantime  my  lo^  o to  you  and  Helen,  as  always, 


rt  < 


111  'l''th  't,,  Gr.rderj  City,  ew  Yori; 
Febru- ry  r?,  1932 


i.'Rfiront  i oily , 


1 fuia  Inclorlng  my  check  and  very  happy  to  do  it, 

1 think  ..atharino  lo  {rnnuinoly  pleased  about  the  tree. 

hat  a v.'onderful  day  it  was  Vednesday,  all  the 
>;■:  y thro-jr>.  ..emorablo,  ..ay  all  your  birthdays  be  e.s  delightful 
•■■.nd  may  there  be  many  o-^  them  I 

1 shall  be  relieved  wnen  I kno’..)  the  bird  Is 
safe.  It's  a long  trip  for  so  small  a creature. 

Li'-rt  night  we  talked  to  the  blmonds.  hi:-,  feet  of 
snow  on  the  level  In  that  area,  11  feet  deep  In  drlftsl  ^ib© 
Bnowplow  couldn't  keep  ur  v/lth  it  and  many  people  haven't  been 
out  of  their  hones  for  several  days.  Jo, an  said  she  van  beginning 
to  dovelop  a bad  case  of  cabin  fever,  but  it  all  must  be  b'^autiful 
and  I v.'ish  v?o  could  see  it. 

. ext  time  you  and  ;elen  are  in  town  we  night 
isit  the  Frick  l,u:;Gum.  j.s  you  were  saying  not  long  a<-o  it's 
een  a long  time, 

My  love  to  you  looth. 


The  canary  died  while  H tS:  P were  in  Chicago  and 
Dick  Whittington  was  there  looking  after  the  house. 
They  have  always  felt  that  his  neglect  was  somehow 
responsible,  Polly  ordered  a replacement  from  Japan. 


112.  ot..,  Orirdcn  City,  York 

■f‘^rch  2,  1952 


Dof'.r  at  Polly, 


’Robert  got  tho  Job  and  vlll  leave  Dublin  the  latter 
po.rt  of  the  week  tu  drive  ncroae  the  contlnont.  I nm  not  sure 
Just  what  his  duties  -will  bo,  but  the  name  of  the  outfit  in  the 
■-.lll..%nco  .><llit.-;ry  Construction  Co,  and  its  hoadouartsro  aro  "t 
^ontorey,  California.  I am  awfully  glad  .-bout  it,  e.xceot  ^or'^tbe 
.act  that  it  is  so  far  away.  It  pays  quite  well  and  1 understand 
tbau  t.onteroy  Itself  is  surpassingly  bv«.autlful.  Robert’s  son  wll] 
spend  hi  a spring  holidays  %vith  i2e--late  Anril  I believe 


*nd 


‘'onent  I don't  sea 
greatly  for.  Q’.'.vs 
my  ll3t--both  musicals 
see  Venu.3  Cbsurved  (I'm 


I went  over  the  list  of  ola 


ya  and  to  be  perfectly 


much  th"t  I think  either  of  us  would 


Dolls  and 
both 


no 
afraid  - 
I think 


jQl  Joey  I 
said  to  be 


tickets) , but  even  that  _ 

shouldn't  mind  seeing  anything, 
running  so  S'.ort  that  you  ce 

movies  that  1 think  we  mlghl  enjoy — The  Lavendar 


care 

would  f.ut  at  the  head  of 
very  g.ood.  I do  hope  we 
lias  .-iacy  simply  forgot  about  tho 
w©  might  be  disappointed  in.  I 
anything  at  all,  but  your  time  Is 
waeta  any  of  It.  There  are  two  or  three 

^illl  hob  v/hich  h;.s 


Alec  Gulnnesa  and  Ih_Q  River  which' was  made  in  India  by  Joan  Renoir 
1 ut  ro^.ardleGs  of  plnys  and  pictures  I hope  to  see  you  vory  soon. 


‘'y/-old  has  been  e-xtromely  annoying,  but  is  Just  about 
gone.  Relth  wj.a  in  Aashington  on  Wednesday  (unexpected  trip)  and 
I got  30  cold  vjaitlng  on  the  pi  tfom  for  him  about  one  o'clock 
tnat  night,  xin  awful  lot  has  been  happening  about  which  I will  toil 
you  v;hen  I see  you — the  end  point  of  It  Is  th^t  we'll  be  sticking 
arount,  Garden  City  for  a while  and  I'm  glad  to  that. 


f'.y  love  to  you  both,  ever  and  always, 


Do&rsot  lolly. 


lirrch  7,  1952 


1 tolnic  the  little  Bpeecii  for  the  irf*llie 
cr-rorony  very  fine,  Ae  for  cleilverlng  it  in  French,  you 
■.•'ill  hi=vo  to  have  the  help  c.nd  advice  of  a Freochaan.  I© 'll 
talk  more  a'i;iout  this  vhon  ve  meet  at  the  Harvard  Club  next 
Thursday  harch  13  at  12:00. 

The  pacs  at  'w^.ich  you  end  Helen  are  moving 
alarms  me.  If  if  doesn't  stop  soon  you'll  neither  of  you 
b©  in  condition  to  sot  out  for  the  I'.eer  ^ast.  RomeiiHcer  th^t 
this  lime  you  -will  not  have  a long  voyage  to  give  you  a 
breathing  spell,  iion't  try  to  see  everybody  and  don't  try 
to  do  everything — only  what  has  to  be  done. 


Fy  love,  as  always, 


St , j Gardsn  City,  Nsw  York 
March  16,  1952 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  Inclosing  some  material  from  the  UN  which  mv 

response  to  my  request  for 
anything  that  might  be  useful  to  Helen  before  her  departure  for 
the  Near  aast.  You  may  have  all  this,  but  I am  sending  It  alonp 
soems^to  me  very  good,  especially  the  articles  about 
the  blind.  You  will  notice  that  Helen  la  quoted  once  and  referred 
to  once.  I have  marked  In  red  pencil  the  passages  that  I thought 
you  would  find  most  interesting,  ^ 

Larry  and  Katharine  came  over  last  evening  to  watch 
the  Toscanini  telecast.  I hope  you  didn't  miss  It— lt's\  great 
spiritual  experience,  but  it  does  come  at  a damned  awkward  hour 

Saturday  at  the  same  time  and 
tnat  will  be  the  last,  .ilghty-f  ive  years  old  I 


PRESS  NEWS.  Just  learned  by  telephone 
that  Larry  and  Katharine  became  grandparents  this  morning  when 
Katharine  Christine  Conant  was  born  at  the  Nassau  Hospital.  She 
is  three  weeks  ahead  of  time,  weighs  -4  lbs.,  9 oz.,  and  must  go 
into  an  incubator  for  a while.  Otherwise  mother  and  child  doing 
^ factor  seems  to  have  no  effect.  The  ConaJits  were  up 
^11  i^lsht  and  are  now  sleeping  it  off. 


Much  love. 


Ill  Fifth  ot,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
I'arch  13,  1952 


i: 


Dearest  Polly , 


I am  returning  Governor  Lodge's  letter  to  Stuart. 

I never  did  think  this  project  had  more  than  a thousand  to  one 
chance  and  now  I think  it  has  even  less.  It  would  cost  the  State 
even  more  to  keep  it  up  than  it  costs  you  because  of  the  need 
for  caretakers  and  the  spick-and-spannass  required  for  public 
display.  The  house  has  no  historical  interest  except  as  applied  to 
Helen  and  even  with  her  it  is  not  in  a class  with  Ivy  Green  whore 
she  was  born  and  where  the  great  miracle  took  place.  I should  not 
like  a public  offer  to  bo  turned  down  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
the  only  further  step  that  I can  see  that  might  be  taken  la  to 
lift  the  ban  of  secrecy,  so  far  as  the  Governor's  private 
consultations  are  concerned,  and  this,  quite  frankly,  I think 
would  be  useless.  In  New  Hampshire  and  Georgia  and  everywhere  else 
that  I know  of  governments  are  extremely  wary  about  accepting 
gifts  that  involve  appropriation  of  money  and  upsets  in  the  tax 
structure.  Our  Saton  Township  in  New  Hampshire  accepted  a small, 
lovely  atrip  of  land  by  Crystal  Lake  which  has  been  made  into  a 
delightful  picnic  spot.  It  lies  on  a paved  road  and  hundreds  of 
people  enjoy  it  throughout  the  summer.  I am  wrong  that  Saton  accepted 
it.  The  State  accepted  it.  Eaton  accepts  land  only  when  it  has  to 
because  the  owner  is  delinquent  in  taxes.  It  is  unfortunate  (not  for 
you'^hut  for  the  shrine)  that  Arcan  Ridge  is  a modern  house  without 
the  interest  that  attaches,  for  instance,  to  John  Aldan's,  and  that 
it  is  so  isolatrd.  If  it  could  be  incorporated  as  a focal  point 
in  a great  park  system  or  if  it  could  toe  made  into  a welfare  center 
the  direction  of  which  would  be  left  to  the  State  the  story  might 
be  different.  What  is  now  proposed  is  mortmain,  that  is,  dead  hand, 
perpetual  nile  by  a hand  that  is  no  longer  able  to  choose  a 
different  course  from  the  one  already  marked  out.  I have  never  been 
in  favor  of  gifts  with  strings  attached,  which  means  that  I am 
prejudiced.  In  your  place  I'd  drop  the  whole  idea,  but  I'm  not  in 
your  place  and  I thinl:  you'd  better  follow  whatever  course  Stuart 
marks  out. 


It  is  going  to  be  dismal  tomorrow  at  the  Harvard  Club 
without  you.  I am  sorry  about  Thursday,  but  I must  be  here  when 
Buzz  arrives.  The  poor  child  doesn't  have  much  of  a home  and  I must 
do  what  I can.  I asked  Mrs,  Davidson  to  tell  you  about  Katharine's 
grandchild — I feel  that  I am  a co-grandmother.  The  only  sad  part 
is  th?t  Juno  (the  mother)  must  come  home  on  Saturday  without  her 
baby.  The  baby  must  stay  in  the  incubator  for  at  least  another 
week--such  a tiny  thing.  As  Katharine  says,  no  bigger  than  a rabbit. 
A lb.,  9 oz.  and  loses  weight  the  first  few  days,  but  the  doctor 
says  it  is  perfect.  Two  or  three  times  a day  Juno  is  put  into  a 
wheel  chair  and  rolled  dovTS  to  see  it. 

You  would  have  mentioned  the  Toscanini  broadcast 
if  you  had  seen  it — such  a great  expe  lence.  Next  Saturday  is 
probably  the  last.  I don't  care  who  you  are  having  for  dinner  or 
whore  you  are  having  dinner  you  must  not  miss  it.  The  only  face  in 


our  time  that  can  compare  with  his  Is  Helen's. 

This  afternoon  I will  get  Collier's.  I've  heard  nothing 
about  the  article  of  which  you  write. 


Till  I see  you  and  Helen  (soon  may  it  be),  my  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garclan  City,  New  York 
March  21,  1952 


Dearest  lolly. 


What  fun  to  see  you  and  Helen  yesterday  1 Keith  kept 
say ins  last  night,  "Kow  pretty  the  girls  arel  And  how  they  look 
younger  all  the  time."  I feel  a little  cross  with  both  of  you  for 
not  having  lunch  with  us  and  very  cross  with  myself  for  not  having 
sandwiches  sent  out  to  you.  I am  afraid  you  never  did  really  get 
anything  to  eat. 

I think  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Sorbonne  speech 
(the  one  introduced  in  French)  very  good,  but  the  second  page  is 
off  key.  She  is  asked  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  world's  blind 
and  a personal  tribute  like  the  one  in  her  article  for  the  Times 
is,  I think,  the  kind  of  thing  indicated.  In  fact,  since  the  speech 
is  to  be  made  in  France,  I see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  say 
more  or  less  exactly  what  she  said  in  the  Times . bringing  in  that 
what  she  feels  is  what  all  the  blind  feel.  The  deo.r  girl  has  already 
tried  to  say  the  same  thing  in  so  many  different  ways  that  I should 
think  she  would  be  very  nearly  crazy. 

Well,  with  Ruth's  departure  you  ought  to  have  a 
little  peace  these  next  few  weeks.  It  reminds  me  of  the  last  time 
you  went  away  when  Haney  awer-n  had  to  be  eliminated  so  you  could 
get  on  with  what  you  had  to  do  without  looking  after  her. 

Buzz  seems  to  be  in  fine  shape  except  for  a spot  of 
poison  ivy.  He  is  planning  many  trips  to  New  York  to  be  with  friends 
from  the  school  who  live  there.  I'm  awfully  glad,  for  on  my  own  I 
can't  produce  a soul  that  comes  anywhere  near  his  age.  He  is  very 
nice  to  have  around  the  house  and  very  easy  to  entertain,  especially 
with  the  television  turned  on. 

I'll  be  in  touch  with  you  and  I hope  to  see  you  before 
A;rll  2,  When  Buzz  is  on  the  loose  in  New  York  I am  perfectly  free, 
but  I like  to  be  here  when  he  is. 


Much,  -nuch  love. 


Ill  tifth  St.,  Garden  City,  ew  Yorit 
April  15.,  1952 


Dear  Lenora, 


If  the  echedulo  went  off  as  planned  Helen 
and  Polly  are  In  Cairo  this  morning.  I have  not  yet 
received  their  full  schedule — the  Foundation  is  sending 
it  to  me.  "here  may  be  cho.ngaa,  but  you  could  alvrays 
find  out  how  to  reach  them  by  writing  to  I’rs.  lively n 
DavidGon,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  V'est  16  St. 
Hew  Yorh  11. 


Lioth.  girls  were  very  lired  when  they  left, 
partly  because  of  too  much  high-voltage  social  life  on 
the  eve  of  dei^urture,  and  they  v/lll  have  no  op7ortu.nity 
to  rest  until  thoy  got  bach  to  Arcan  Bldge  in  July. 

Poll;''  was  beset  with  apprehensions — kept  speaking  of  the 
strange  feeling  she  had  about  this  trip  in  contrast  with 
the  others  thoy  have  mado.  I think  it  1b  because  leep 
In  her  heart  aho  hnov/s  how  dangerous  a chance  she  is 
taking  n going  so  far  alone  with  Helen.  Throughout  mueb 
of  the  tine  they  will  hra-e  a Mr.  Karl  Keyer,  a missionary, 
as  escort  and  general  factotum,  but  the  program,  is 
murderous  and  1 shrill  be  very  troubled  until  they  are  safe 
at  hone  again. 

Folly  ashed  rre  to  drop  you  a note  to  tell  you 
how  rushed  they  nave  been  and  she  told  me  that  you  were 
going  abroad  tiiis  summer,  that  fun  that  will  be’  I hope 
you  come  back  in  tine  to  tell  ua  all  about  it  In  hew 
Hampshire. 


Af f ectlonat  ely , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Now  Yoric 
April  16,  1952 


Dear  Klsa  Lenrle, 


I thini:  your  copy  for  the  pamphlet  on 
Helen  Keller  very  good  and  sea  no  reason  why  she  and 
Kiss  Thomson  should  not  be  pleased  with  It.  Fay  I 
have  two  copies  of  It  when  It  la  printed'. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mias  Halga  Lends 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  ^est  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.y. 


1 


Garden  City,  New  York 
April  17,  1952 


Dearest  Folly, 


It  Is  wonderful  good  news  that  Dick  is  leaving  the 
Foundation.  Tl^e  boy  baa  aoraethlng,  has  really  a lot,  and  \flth  a new 
wife  and  a new  start  he  maj'  be  able  to  got  somewhore. 

I was  aaddoned,  as  you  were,  by  Florence's  letter, 

I do  not  know  Van  kyck's  address  but  will  try  to  find  It  out.  At  any 
rate,  the  longer  ho  le  in  Ignorance  tho  better. 

■^or,  will  be  sorr2/  to  knov:  (and  so  wil?.  Helen)  that  I 
thought  Katharine's  Florence  nightingale  over  tho  radio  a fiasco. 

The  script  was  broken  up  into  amo.ll  fragments  (anart  from  the 
Tnited  States  Steel  interruptions,  they  were  the' sponsors)  and  Kit 
never  hoc!  a chance  to  carry  forward  with  the  emotional  appoa.1,  I 
thought  it  rather  dreadful.  Nancy  called  me  this  morning  and  we  are 

to  have  lunch  together,  nrobo-blj'  next  Thursday? . .She  dofendod  Kit 

said  her  voice  had  never  been  more  beautiful  / That  v:as  true,  but  the 
thing  simply  did  not  go  over — at  least  from  where  I sat.  The  script 
was  completely  undistinguished  (like  Kate  u'Brien's  That  Lady)  and  I 
know  that  Helen  would  never  consent  to  anything  like  it  for  Teacher. 
Nor  would  I.  Mor  you.  iiartha  Graham  will  not  be  with  ns.  i'he  ic  having 
a series  of  6 evening  concerts.  I had  meant  to  see  her  (with  Katharine 
Gonant)  but  since  there  is  no  matinee  we  have  deolood  to  give  it  up. 

On  the  AHH  I will  dig  in  my  heels  if  J.  have  to.  It  must  be  done  right 
or  not  at  ail. 

Nancy  told  me  about  your  meeting  v.’lth  Anne  Guglvor — 
in  Pome,  wasn't  it?  One  of  those  things  you  could  not  believe  if  it 
had  not  happened , 

Mr.  V'hits  wrote  a.  special  sorlos  of  4 articles  for  the 
N.Y,  Times  and  1 have  sent  them  to  Mr.  Blaxall . Others  e.re  coming  up 
(as  I noticed  by  this  morning's  paper)  a.nd  I shall  send  them  too. 

"here  is  not  much  news  on  the  home  front.  .Keith  and  I 
saw  the  Fnglish  film  Lav-ndar  Hill  Fob  day  before  yesterday  and  on 
the  same  program  Walt  Ddsney's  Nature's  Half  Acre.  You  and  Hlen  would 
have  loved  both.  Teith ' s secretary  5s  going  up  to  Mr.  higel's  office 
today  to  get  my  gloves.  I could  have  done  it  myself  (since  I am  going 
Into  tov/n  early  next  week),  but  I would  truly  rather  not  see  Amelia^ 
We'd  have  to  talk  alx>ut  you  and  Helen  and  that  is  n subject  I’d  pr6fer 
not  to  discuss  with  her  at  this  tioint. 

Still  three  feet  of  snov;  on  the  road  up  our  hill  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  means  that  we  me.y  be  delayed  in  holing  ourselves 
in  there.  The  business  at  McGraw  Hill's  about  Keith  he.s  been  finally 
settled.  Ho  in  to  be  editorial  director  of  three  magazines,  each  of 
which  will  have  an  executive  editor  instead  of  an  editor  in  chief. 

Ve  have  been  in  a great  tnrrnoil,  but  everything  that  has  happened  has 
been  vary  flattering  to  Keith  and  it  all  means  that  for  the  next  few 
years  at  least  we  shall  go  on  as  before,  living  In  Garden  City  in  the 
winter,  In  N w Hampshire  In  the  summer. 

Elsenhower  won  a great  victory  in  New  Jersey,  hut  in  the 


r- 
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long  run  this  nay  naan  very  little.  Ho  has  many  hurdles  to  tate  before 
he  beoones  prosldont.  Kefauvor  Is  going  great  guns  and  so  far  as  I 
can  tell  the  common  people  like  him  very  much.  But  there  Is  plenty  of 
time  for  dark  horses  to  omorgo. 

Robert  Is  ovor  so  pleased  with  his  Job.  It  is  chiefly 
organisational  work  no\;  and  ho  says  is  not  unlike  putting  a ship 
in  commission. 

I shall  ore  Murder  in  the  Cathedral  next  week  and  shall  wish 
for  you.  I worry  about  you  and  Helen  an  awful  lot  "nd  I'll  be  so,  so 
clad  w!  en  you  got  back  homo.  'Ihe  schedule  seems  murderous  to  me  and 
I an  dintMrbod"^to  realize  that  yo\i  will  not  be  able  to  rest  with 
Florence.  Bho  Is  too  weighted  down  with  troubles  of  her  own. 

Don't  bother  to  write.  I'll  keep  you  in  touch  with  things 
here  as  much  a.s  I can. 


My  lov 


my  love 


t 


111  Fifta  Street,  Garden  City,  Sew  'iork 
April  13,  19 FS 


Dear  Miss  Walicer: 


'TTiIb  Is  In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
April  10  to  Kiss  Helen  Keller  aaking  her  to  write  an 
article  for  Ai^HhiCAS  on  Lojia  Jiraille.  .';ioo  Keller 
l3  In  Cairo  on  the  first  lap  of  a tour  of  the  Hear 
East  In  behalf  of  the  blind  and  will  not  return  to  this 
country  for  some  .conths.  And,  aa  a matter  of  fact,  she 
has  already  written  V.er  article  on  Braille.  It  was 
published  in  the  THEK'  VOSIC  TIKES  MAGAZINE  on  January  o 
of  this  year.  If  you  ever  use  reprints  yo”,  might  find 
what  you  want  in  this  article,  thouch  of  course 
afrangenents  would  have  to  be  made  with  the  IIKEo. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Krs.  j.eila  Braday  Kenney) 


Miss  Kathleen  Valker 
Editor,  Americas 
Ian  Jjnerlcan  Gnlon 
V/ashington  S,  D.C. 


.Ill  Fifth  '5+.,  Garden  City,  New  Yorl: 
April  25,  1952 


nearest  lolly, 


I )iad  a long  and  ploaonnt  lunch  ’./ith  2^ancy 
yesterday  and  came  away  quite  hopeful  about  tie  docuTontp.ry  and 
tolevlnion  production  with  ivathartno  as  Teacher.  Aancy  la  really 
very  clever,  but  we  must  not  count  too  nuch  on  anything  for  a 
while.  I had  made  eomo  notes.  She  la  having  the-T.  copied  and 
will  take  'Cliam  to  Waeh.lnc'con  thlr  vrek  when  she  and  Marthe.  Graham 
drive  dovm  to  join  Kit  for  a few  days.  Martha  Is  dancing  this  week 
— iTiarveilouH  reviews — ard  the  t^lp  to  ’ rsringtor-  Is  to  be  a sort 
o'f  little  Jaunt  1.0  give  her  a spot  of  rraloratlon.  .''h--  and  Kit  are 
both  terribly  interested  ana  nancy  has  a man  on  the  string  who 
Is  apparently  tops  as  a maker  of  documentary  plcturec.  I’oel 
Coward  is  coming  up  from  Jamaica  today  and  some  time  he'f'ore  Monday 
will  hear  the  music  of  ->Rncy's  and  Bud  Loris*  c lat-st  production. 
When  this  is  clear  she  means  to  get  to  work  intensely  or.  the  script 
for  Helen  and  hopes  to  have  it  finished  by  the  time  ycu  get  back. 

Keith  and  I will  go  to  Kevr  Hampshire  as  soon  after 
y.ay  b aadthe  road  v/lli  let  us  go  up  the  hill,  but  I told  Nancy 
that  1 v;ould  come  down  at  any  time  if  it  seems  necessary.  Tit  la  due 
in  Boston  before  long  with  her  play  and  it  might  be  that  wo  could 
make  connection  there. 

They  ere  all  very  conscious  of  the  awkwardness  of 
Kit's  little  performance  on  the  Toscanini  program.  It  was  done 
bet'.feer.  her  ovm  matinee  a,nd  evening  si  inf  s .and  it  vms  not 
rehearsed,  ohe  was  stiff  with  fright  and  instead  of  being  properly 
dressed  for  television  she  had  on  the  costume  that  she  wore  in  the 
pla.y , The  bat  was  a new  one.  Just  created  for  her  by  Ar,  John  and 
Nancy  says  it  is  eharralng  on  the  sta.go,  but  that  Kit  -hould  not  have 
worn  any  hat  at  all  or  the  3cc.rf.  .anyhow  vfnat  has  come  through  In 
that  her  voico  is  beautiful  over  the  air  and  since  money  is  pouring 
into  television  more  than  into  any  of  the  other  mediums  open  to 
actors,  this  is  rat  irally  t>‘e  medium  towards  which  t:'oy  are  turning. 
The  response  to  the  I’lorerce  NlghilTinffin  was  very  good--*  hoivgh 
the  inadequacies  of  the  script  are  rocognl7:ed . The  plan  ic  to  do 
Helen  and  Teacher  on  rjini  instead  of  having  it  a llvo  progrnjn.  This 
would  allow  cutting  and  make  for  perfection  and  it  woijld  also  make 
it  possible  to  have  more  than  one  showing.  An  details  arc  somewhat 
hazy  at  this  point  and  I won't  try  to  go  into  them,  but  I will  keep 
you  in  touch. 


Nice  note  from  ^enore.  On  Aug,  19  she  flies  to 
Prestwick,  thon  goes  to  Edinburgh,  Lon 'on,  Paris,  Rome,  Capri, 
Florence,  Vanlco,  L\icerne,  Pnuasela,  vimsterdem  and  way  stations, 
returning  to  the  iJ.3,  on  Oct.  1.  She  thinks  yours  and  Helen's  trip 
crazy  and  hers  too  (I  do  agree  with  her)--but  ohe  adds  "it  is 
sometimes  fun  to  be  crazy. ^ 

No  special  news  beyond  w'  '•t  I have  given,  I hope  you 
and  Helen  are  not  finding  t'- ingo  too  strenuous.  My  love. 


Ill  St.,  O-arden  City,  New  York 

April  25,  1952 


Dear  Kr.  Sargent: 


I learned  yesterday  that  Catharine 
Cornell  ie  very  itioch  interested  in  doing  a television 
presentation  of  the  story  of  Anne  Sullivan  and  Helen 
Keller  in  which  she  herself  will  take  the  part  of  Anne 
Sullivan.  If  you  have  not  already  made  arrangements  for 
ancthen  presentation  I hope  you  will  hold  off  unl il  we 
see  what  comes  of  this.  I-'.ias  Cornell  has  a script  writer — 
she  and  the  script  writer  are  both  good  friends  of  mine 
and  of  Miss  Keller's  and  we  all  work  happily  togother. 

I need  not  say  that  this  would  he  a distinguished 
performarice  and  that  It  would  have  liiss  Keller's  approval. 
I believe  this  last  would  be  necessary  and  it  would 
certainly  he  advisable  for  anything  that  is  done,  floaoe 
treat  tnis  letter  as  confidential  and  let  me  know  what  the 
situation  is  as  soon  as  possible.  I don't  v'-ant  than:  to 
go  on  working  if  there  Is  already  a block  in  the  way. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Nella  Braddy  r.ennay) 


Kr.  John  T.  oargent 
Douhlpday  & Co . 

575  .'‘adlson  nve. 

New  Yo’-k  22,  .Y. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
May  5>  1952 


Dearest  Folly, 


Your  card  did  me  good  In  every  possible 
way.  I am  so  pleased  "diout  Kr.  Meyer  and  I can  see  tnat 
the  good  work  that  is  going  on  has  given  a lift  to  your 
spirits — and  therefore  to  nine.  I only  hopo  th-.t  you  and 
Helen  are  not  Killing  yourselves. 

Kancy  got  back,  from  Washing'  on  today,  "ha 
and  £lt  and  i.a.rtha”  Graham  want  over  some  notes  that  I had 
■written  and  th:ey  are  a?i.l  three  very  enthusiastic  about  the 
possibility  o*^  all  of  us  working  together  -jetting  something 
done.  Nancy  has  sent  a copy  of  the  notes  to  a friend  of  hers 
James  Snute,  who  does  documentary  fiJres.  You  and  Helen  may 
see  hini  jocewhera  along,  the  ll'ne. 

Keith  and  I are  hoiking  to  get  off  to  Snovville 
this  Friday,  May  9.  It  is  high  lime,  or  Welth  is  terribly, 
terribly  tired.  He  has  to  come  back  around  June  1 and  1 
may  como  with  him.  Meantime  it  migVtt  be  that  Nancy  will 
cone  to  Snowville  for  a few  days.  She  is  to  be  in  Boston 
later  tnis  month  when  Kit  is  pia;»ing  there.  At  a.ny  rate  I'll 
be  In  pretty  conctant  touch  v;3.th  her.  At  the  moment  she  is 
working  on  the  thing  that  aVis  and  Buddy  Levis  did  together, 
revising  it  in  the  light  of  suggestions  made  by  Noel 
Coward  vho  heard  it  some  time  last  week. 

Incidentally  our  telephone  number  in  New 
H8.njp8hlre  has  been  changed.  It  is  nov,'  Conway  210 — ring  k. 

I hope  you  don't  need  to  use  it,  but  1 want  you  to  have  it 
and  1 am  net  sure  I gave  it  to  you  'nefore  you  left. 

Nice  r»ot  e ■f'rom  i-Ir.  RiaTiall  tnanking  me  for 
sending  him  the  articles  on  Louth  Africa,  thankinr  also 
the  frleiid  who  had  suggested  It  to  me . 1 wrole  him  tho  t it 
was  you.  i.'is  address  hat.  r.hrnroh-:  he  has  been  obliged  to 
shut  down  the  Johannesburg  offico  and  is  nov  at  . .0.  i.k>x  31, 
Roodepoort,  oouth  Africa. 

I aa  sorry  you  are  missing  the  spring  at 
Arcan  Ridge,  If  It  is  anything  like  ours  in  Garden  City 
it  is  superbly  beautiful. 

«e  are  going  to  have  fun  the  early  part  of  the 
nuciir.er  fixing  up  Larry  Ellis's  house  as  a guest  house.  I 
am  putting  some  of  the  worst  of  my  miistakes  in  our  house  up 
the  hill  down  there,  so  our  living  rooni  will  have  a new 
dress  when  you  see  it.  Also  we  have  new  matlresees  on  the 
twin  beds  in  the  guest  rooms  (got  them  vh31e  Robert  w'^s 
with  us  last  summer)  wolcb  means  tl'at  you  and  Helen  will  'be 
'ore  comfortable  when  you  visit  us  next  tine.  Soon  may  It  be 

Ky  love  always. 


Ill  i’lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
I-'ay  7,  1952 


Dearest  Polly, 


Dick  called  me  up  yesterday  to  toll  me  that  he 
Is  married  (you  were  right  about  the  girl  and  I am  not  sure 
but  that  they  were  already  married  the  day  you  saw  them)  and 
that  he  Is  leaving  the  Foundcatlon.  Ke  has  a number  of  reasons 
for  going,  not  the  least  of  which  Is  that  he  would  always  be 
a "shadow^'  there.  I think  myself  that  he  will  be  much  better  off 
somewhere  else  and  I think  he  will  land  on  his  feet.  Ke  has  many 
good  qualities.  What  has  made  him  most  unhappy  (and  truly  he 
has  suffered  over  It)  Is  the  cloud  that  has  settled  upon  his 
relations  with  you  and  Helen,  ne  knew  that  i^enore  had  something 
to  do  with  It  and  lest  he  think  It  was  much  worse  than  was 
actually  the  case  I told  him  that  Lenore  had  thought  he  was  In- 
discreet and  that  others  had  brought  you  the  same  report.  And  I 
told  him  that  It  was  difficult  to  praise  Teacher  without  seeming 
to  diminish  Helen  and  that  one  had  to  be  very  careful  on  this 
and  other  points.  He  should  have  been  perceptive  enough  to  realize 
what  had  happened,  but  I know  he  was  not.  I told  him  that  you  and 
Helen  spoke  nicely  of  him  and  that  no  two  people  would  rejoice  more 
at  a happy  and  successful  future  for  him  and  his  wife.  He  Is  such 
an  extrovert  that  I hope  he  gets  Into  publicity  where  his  job  v/lll 
be  to  tell  all.  He  Is  not  capable  of  thinking  deeply  and  he  can't 
help  gabbling,  but  I am  sure  there  Is  no  malice  in  him. 

No  other  news.  Busy  packing  and  unpacking  to  see 
If  I've  packed  what  I wanted  to.  We 'll  be  off  early  day  after 
tomorrow  morning. 


My  love. 


y Dear  .<r9.  Davidson 


i;ay  15,  1952 


v.ha'  a nerve  /r.  Foly- 
chronopoulon  iu  b — and  vh^  t u namel  I have 
written  him  a j)ollte  note.  I don't  always 
acknowledge  these  tnlngs  thal  come  from  you 
but  I do  alv.ays  take  care  of  them. 

I will  vrite  to  Dick 

this  morning.  He  certainly  said  some  very 
foolish  filings  while  he  was  at  Arcan 
Ridge,  hut  they  were  all  due  to  youth,  ig- 
norance, and  inexporleneo  find  I should  be 
very  unhappy  if  I felt  that  the  mlsundor- 
atandlng  left  him  w’itb  a permanent  scar. 

His  exb’Jherance  is  one  of  hla  .r.ain  assets 
and  it  vfould  te  a pity  to  have  it  dimaied. 

I don't  know  If  I told 
you  that  around  noon  Ir.  the  best  time  to 
call  me  '.  ere- -say  from  11:03  to  12:30.  Ihe 
real  of  -h^  time  we  are  11’K.ely  to  be 
roRalng  the  hills  out  o~  reach  of  the  l8lepi;one 
tall.  Iho  laet  week  in  Orrdon  City  1 v;as 
so  miserable  and  dopy  with  hives  that  I 
hardly  'rcnaw  w’.et'  or  I v;as  going  or  coming. 

Yesterday  I had  a note 
from  Tolly,  written  ay  A.  Helen  had  Just 
been  decorr.ted  by  the  Lebanese  government 
and  apparent :y  all  was  going  well. 


some  rest. 


I hope  you  are  getting 
uincerely , 


Dear  Dick, 


Dven  up  hore^my  mind  keeps  coming  back  to  the 
contreteinpc  between  you  and  Tolly.  I do  not  admit  that 
It  Is  moro  than  that  and  X do  know  thcit  In  an^*  misunder- 
standing where  there  lo  good  will  on  both  sides  (no  I am 
sure  is  the  caoe  hove)  things  can  bn  stralghtoned  out 
In  fact  I believe  that  time  will  do  It  without  any  raking 
over  of  dead  coals — has  practically  done  It  already.  I am 
sorry  that  It  has  dlstreosed  you  so  much,  but  I cannot 
altogothor  regret  it,  since  It  shows  sensitiveness,  which 
Is  a valuable  quality  to  have. 


You  must  homember  tliat  Folly  was  never  young  and 
that  she  has  not  the  least  understanding  of  youth  (Helen 
has  much  more) , that  her  life  since  191-«»  has  not  been 
normal,  and  that  for  the  last  sixteen  years  she  has  };ome, 
alone  and  inagnificently , a terrible  burden  of  reoronsiblllty 
:icr  ovrn  self-sacrifice  io  so  complete  that  ohe  Is  very 
demanding  and  often  expects  more  than  other  people  are 
willing  or  able  to  give.  Over  and  over  I have  been  arrroached 
by  ot^er  people  as  v.-ell  aa  '-oily  at.out  the  possibility  of 
••(olth  and  me  moving  Into  Arcan  Ridge,  especially  If  anything 
should  happen  to  ioliy.  Over  and  over  1 have  said  It  was 
absolutely  out  of  the  question  under  any  circumstances,  but 
I should  not  be  surprised  if  Polly  has  a lingering  hope  that 
perhaps  in  a pinch  we  might  do  It.  e ahull  never  do  It. 

Lenore  Omith  Is  a typo  that  we  chall  not  see 
again.  (I  can  hear  you  say  Jhank  God)  3he  felt  when  my 
book  about  Toacher  camo  out  that  It  wan  a pity  eve-  to 
reveal  the  lewkeob-iry  part  of  her  life.  ..he  is  that  kind 
of  Victorian  and  it  vac  a very  long  lime  before  she  and 
I became  friends.  I think  we  are  now.  Ghe  has  disapproved 
of  much  that  heien  and  Polly  have  done  and  of  many  of  tV'elr 
associates,  but  nV o has  b' on  utterly  loyal  to  them  and  more 
than  once  has  been  a,  rock  of  strength  in  times  of  trouble. 

I have  not  seen  her  cince  you  v.’ero  In  Washington  and  know 
very  little  about  what  happoned  there.  And  I don't  go  much 
for  second-hand  evi donee. 

Once  in  Polly's  prononce  you  said  that  you  were 
going  to  write  the  "^olly  Thomson  book  (you  repeated  teat  to 
me;,  vqu  meant  It  as  a very  great  compliment  to  Folly,  but  It 
was  hard-- -,ayhe  lmpo5slble--to  make  her  see  it  tnat  way.  Gho 
felt  thnt  you  might  bo,  well,  to  put  It  bluntly,  sort  of 
spying.  I tol'^  her  you  v:ero  not  and  that  In  any  cane  It  was 
nothing  to  worry  about  and  that  If  you  ever  said  anything  that 
was  not  true  I'd  roast  you  for  fair,  oily's  life  can  boar  the 
light  of  day  and  her  faults  are  Inherent  In  her  virtues,  but 


you  know  thin  aa  woll  ns  I <1o . And  whllo  Polly  has  the 
pride  of  a Scot  aho  Is  at  tho  sacio  time  very  humble.  She 
thinks  llel'n  Is  worth  the  oun  and  iioon  and  stars,  but  she 
honestly  ioeo  not  t’nlnl:  herself  worth  a book. 

There  were  one  or  two  thlnsa  In  our  conversation  on 
our  way  to  >lew  York  from  Arcan  ^Idee  that  I meant  to  bring 
up  again  when  I saw  you.  I \^es  vory  tlrod  tbr  t moi-nlng  and 
anyway  the  train  was  no  place  to  talk.  Nothing  was  very 
Important,  but  one  Item  I remociber  vjao  that  ybo  said  Folly 
was  a celebrity  hunter.  I need  not  tell  you  that  I have  not 
repeated  thle  to  her  and  I did  not  contradict  It  at  the  tlno 
because  I wanted  to  thinit  about  It  first.  It  might  be,  but 
with  i^atharlno  Cornell,  whom  you  gave  as  an  Instance,  the 
advances  were  all  '’rom  her  side  and  the  friendship  might  have 
languished  If  sho  and  ivancy  had  not  been  so  vigiis.nt  in 
keeping  It  up--and  still  are.  Tho  name  with  Jo  havldson  who 
adored  Halon  from  tha  minute  he  sfiw  her  and  tho  same  with 
other  well-known  people  who  are  their  friends.  !lelen  and 
Polly  have  been  sought  far  more  than  they  have  sought.  I am 
sorry  ve  never  had  tho  talk  that  I hoped  vro  would  have  and 
I think  now  tho  best  thing  is  to  put  It  all  out  of  your  rind. 

I think  there  were  tlmos  vfhen  you  were  indiscreet, 
but  I think  it  camo  from  youth  and  eagorooso.  Th-«  euro  ^or 
youth,  alas  as  Helen  vronld  say,  is  ’ust  around  the  comer. 

Tho  eagerness  1 hope  you  never  lose.  I think  your  ■’eparture 
Is  a great  loss  to  the  Houndatlon,  but  I also  think  you  nay 
have  a better  opportunity  to  develop  your  special  gl'^ts 
elsewhere  and  I hope  to  hnar  that  you  aro  happy  and 
successful  and  I know  '-'el on  and  Polly  would  Join  me  In 
that  hope. 

This  goes  to  you  with  all  the  good  wishes  there  are, 


r.H,  The  inclosed  picture  shows  how  we  look  In 
Mearch.  Kot  quite  like  that  now,  but  there  Is  still  lots 
of  snow  on  the  mountains.  If  you  drlvo  up  this  way,  stop 
by  to  see  us  (ask  the  postmafcfepr  for  directions).  I always 
promise  at  least  tho  next  meal  after  arrival,  whatever 
that  meal  may  be.  After  that  it  depends  upon  how  many 
ho’>n«  guests  we  have. 


ono\-rvills,  ...ev.’  iiampahirG 
Juno  2,  1952 


Donrost  Folly, 


+ 4 Yon  v;lll  bo  vit.h  Florence  when  this  reaches  you  and  vou 

Isht  stop  rlsht  nero  to  rive  her  ray  love.  ^ ^ 

....  Your  letter  raallod  from  Jerusalem  was  fasclt'tlno:  'Imt 
a rich  trip  you  are  havlr^l  But  oh  how  strenuous.  Tnore  was  a fine 
article  in  tn©  Tinios  about  Helen's  visit  to  the  Village  of  f o Blind 
to  see  thi  t she  spoke  out  against  segregation,  ' r 
Blaxall  as^ed  me  to  get  for  him  a copy  of  Time  v.ith  en  article  in  it 
on  South  afrlca  and  I have  written  for  it.  ar^xcie  in  it 

''^tth  is  in  New  York  and  I have  beon  here  alone  for 
exactly  a weox.  Uo  vili  retum  day  after  tomorrow  and  the  next  time 
ho  goes  dov.n  I hope  to  r,ave  Ann  here  with  mo. 

I've  had  no  further  vjord  from  x.anoy,  but  the  thino-  she 
hurried.  It  must  be  distinguished,  fed  she 
may  00  h mg  up  with  her  musical  comedy,  dhere  was  some  t-  Ik  a 
production  In  Sondon.  t ^ ^ 


^ Tliere  isn't  much  nows  except  that  the  lilacs  and 

apple  trees  are  in  bloom  and  everything  is  so  beautiful  that  it  is 
h(  rd  to  Stic.-  indoors. 


’■now . 

place, 

Indeod 


Dlc.c  was  married  in  February.  Vv’hy  the  secrecy  I don't 
I hope  he  is  off  to  a ne-w  start  and  a good  one.  In  the  right 
which  ho  v;as  not  at  the  AFB,  I think  he  may  do  very  well 


, . _ «^'uly  8.  The  dat  e looks  good  as  it  lies  before  no 
while  I am  reading  Florence's  address.  Be  sure  to  t‘  '■e  ca.re  of 
yourselves — 


. y love  a 


'•ys, 


Jtma 


1952 


; oar  i-olly, 

I thln'c  it  would  bo  much  more  busl  .B33-ll.k«j 
and  much  hotter  all  around  for  Doubleday  to  handle  the 
motion  plcturo,  radio,  and  tolevlnlon  rleht e on  Helen 
iiollor'n  hooke,  but  the  situation  may  bo  a little  com- 
rllcat  ed . 


Iwo  things  are  In  the  offing.  One  1b  a dooumentery 
of  heien'o  life  in  which  she  horoolf  would  simply  be  herself 
at  ■ ork  and  at  play.  This  would  be  primarily  an  historical 
record.  Varloua  documentarlsts  have  been  consulted,  but  the 
whole  affair  la  In  the  tentative  stage.  The  other  Is  a d-amatlc 
presentr.tlon  In  which  Catharine  Counoll  will  act  the  part  of 
Teacher — Anno  Sullivan  i'.acy . She  has  wanted  to  do  thla  for 
a long  time.  It  began  with  the  Idea  of  a stage  play,  then 
she  considered  the  possibility  of  a movie,  and  now  tni  t she 
has  broken  the  Ice  on  radio  she  Is  willing  to  do  it  either 
as  a radio  or  teJ-evioion  ■ orfontinnce.  Years  ago  she  was 
promised  first  whack  at  stage  or  radio  rights--!  talked 
with  '■•elaon  Doubleday  about  11  and  I believe  at  t' ■. t time 
hr.  Kye  was  In  charge  of  this  sort  of  thing. 

KegardloDS  of  who  does  any  kind  of  presentation 
I think  iielen  ('i.eller  should  have  the  right  of  final 
decision  on  the  script  and  this  goes  for  witharlne  Cornell 
as  well  as  for  anyone  else.  Such  awful  things  are  done  and 
J-'.lss  Cornell  does  not  always  hai'e  top-notch  plays  and  for 
the  radio  I should  want  something  better  than  the  Florence 
High tlngalo  she  did  a while  back. 

1 think  what  has  h.-?en  done  In  the  past  will 
not  affect  the  present.  During  the  flrnt  ’.v’orld  war  a 
motion  plcturo  was  made  of  Helen's  life.  It  was  a sort  of 
prlvpg  o venture,  financed  ny  Charles  Hchwab,  and  11  could 
hard  have  been  worse.  Cai-ilcade  of  A:.orlca  '-'’Id  the  Anne 
Sullivan  Aacy  story  o’'ortly  after  my  book  was  published  and 
there  have  been  various  radio  presr  *•  tlons,  none  memorable. 

helen  Is  now  In  'ranee,  more  or  loss  on  the  way 
sons  from  a tour  of  the  hoar  "Yist  and  Israel — a project  for 
t: o benefit  o"  t .e  blind  In  the  countries  she  has  vlelted.  She 
will  not  return  until  i-uly  8.  I have  her  rower  of  attorney 
In  such  matters  as  one  v.e  sre  dincunslng,  but  11  : Ight  be 

wise  to  hold  off  until  she  goto  bp.ck  and  wo  h.ave  had  a sort  of 
conference  with  “atharlne  Cornell  and  wit!  tho  'rlond  of  hero 
wuo  In  at  work  on  a script. 

It  Is  good  to  OOP  th  t you  are  buck  at  the  office. 
Catherine  ‘^nilth  told  :no  you  had  ’ nd  a Ml  of  rough  going. 

Aver  'Incorely, 


J>me  3,  1952 


V. 


D<^ar  Mr.  Cobn: 

Miss  Helen  Keller  is  now  In  Enropo  on  a 
tour  In  behalf  of  the  blind  and  I am  therefore 
answering  your  letter  of  Juno  2 asking  for  permission 
to  reproduce  "in  a forthoomlng  book"  a passage  on 
dream  experiences  from  '/he  '/-'orld  I Live  In.  before 
granting  ponnlselon  I should  like  to  know  what  the 
"forthcoming  book"  is  like.  V<hat  is  its  nature?  v.ho 
are  the  other  contributors?  And  in  any  event  I think 
the  passage  should  be  taken  from  the  original  source 
Instead  of  from  another  anthology  because  of  the 
greater  possibility  of  errors  in  transcription.  Fleaso 
give  mo  the  exact  llraita  of  the  pnnsage.  I do  not  have 
the  Random  House  book  with  me. 

Very  truly  yours 


Kelln  Breddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Melon  Keller 


.“.r.  Robert  G.  Cohn 
Garrett  Publications 
11  East  -4A  St. 

New  York  17 
Now  York 


r>nowvllle.  New  Hampshire 
June  12,  1952 


f 

Dearest  Folly, 


It  is  wonderful  about  the  Legion  of  Honor — really 
a groat  honor  and  no  one  deserves  it  more  than  Helen, 

ihings  are  oulet  on  the  home  front.  This  morning 
I gavo  permission  to  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  to  quote  from 
Helen:  ’’Tliere  Is  no  lovelier  way  to  thank  God  for  your  sight, 
than  by  gi'-ing  a helping  hand  to  souicone  in  the  dark."  They  will 
pay  five  dollars  for  it  and  print  it  in  a box  in  the  middle  of  a 
page. 


I hope  Hr.  Blaxall  received  the  issue  of  Time  that 
you  sent  hiui  because  I have  not  been  able  to  get  hold  of  a copy. 

His  new  address  ia  FOB  31,  Roodepoort,  South  Africa.  I think  I 
told  you  had  nad  to  close  out  the  office  in  Johannesburg. 

God,  hov:  the  workers  for  the  blind  back-bite  one 
anotherl  I don’t  know  Eric  Boulter,  but  from  what  you  and  Helen 
have  said  I know  he  is  a good  man.  Robert  Barnett  is  a little 
raw  and_ untried,  but  basically  I think  he  has  the  makings  of  one 
of  the  beat  of  the  workers  for  the  blind,  ‘••e  may  iiave  come  forvjard 
a bit  too  fast.  That  waa  one  of  the  troubles  with  Dick.  *-*e  was 
suddenly  projected  into  brilliant  circles  and  was  unprepared  for  it. 
Then  suddenly  he  was  frozen  out  and  ho  is  bewildered.  Be  has  lost 
his  cockiness  and  some  of  his  self-confidence — I hope  not  too  much 
of  the  latter.  Drunkenness  may  have  had  sometiilng  to  do  with  his 
divorce,  but  tnere  were  other  factors.  I met  his "first  wife,  you 
know. 


I know  that  Jo  is  with  you  wlerever  you  turn  in 
France  and  I think  how  marvellous  it  was  that  you  and  Helen  had 
the  opportunity  to  see  that  country  through  the  eyes  of  one  who 
loved  it  80  much  and  understood  it  so  well.  I am  glad  that  you  are 
with  Florence  and  she  with  you.  And  oh  I am  so  glad,  glad,  glad 
that  it  is  nearly  time  for  you  to  come  homelll*. 


Much  love  to  you  all. 


June  IP,  1952 


Dear  i-  rn.  I.ochaux: 

In  the  abrsonca  In  'Curopa  of  laB 
Holon  Koller  I t.aito  oloa-ure  in  granting  pormiBsion 
for  the  ur.e  In  thn  Journal  of  the  quotation  from 
her  cltod  In  your  letter  of  June  3.  Ileaso  make 
the  check  payable  to  Holen  Kell'^r  and  send  it  to 
her  In  caro  of  the  Amo’^lcan  To  utlon  for  the  Blind, 
15  ' eot  16  3t.,  Nevi  York  11,  York. 

Very  truly  youra. 


Kella  braddy  Honney 
/.ttornoy  for  Helen  heller 


Mrs.  P.A.  Lechaux 
The  Ledl  s Ffome  Journel 
rhllcdelphla  5 
Pa. 


Juno  13,  19^2 


Dearest  Folly, 


I did  finally  got  tbo  copy  of  TlMii;  tUat  i-.r, 

Dlaxall  wanted.  This  le  HME,  not  TIMES.  Knybo  you  have 
sent  him  both,  bvit  It  may  bo  that  he  wants  a second  copy  of 
the  former  which  he  says  io  In  groat  demand  in  South  Africa. 

How  wonderful  he  thinks  you  and  Helen  are,  but  I can  soe  thtt, 

saint  that  ha  Is,  ho  would  spare  you  nothing.  He  ends  his 

lettor  to  me  by  saying:  "I  appreciate  now  anxious  you  must  bo  aHtll 

until  they  get  home  again,  but  It  is  a consolation  to  kirvow 

that  Helen  is  ablo  to  give  out  to  the  uttermost."  ( "^n 

little  consolation  to  me  1 might  Interpolate:  I want  Helen 

and  th-t  means  you  too  to  save  yourselves— It' s not  only  the 

blind  and  tne  bllnd-denf  and  other  handicapped  groups  that 

need  you.  V.o  all  rlo^ 

Oh  dear  god  I want  you  back  in  Arcan  Ridge 
and  on  your  way  to  Foss  Mt,  'j’he  current  LIFE  la  full  of 
pictures  of  Slsenliowor.  In  so  many  of  them  he  looks  like 
Hortertl  No  one  picture  is  all  Herbert,  but  there  are 
traces  of  him  everywhere. 

I.uoh,  much  love  to  you  both  and  to  Floronca, 


.Tune  13,  1952 


Dear  Mr.  Elaxall, 


I an  sorry  ^or  the  long  delay  in  sending 
you  the  copy  of  TIME  '.hlch  Is  so  much  concerned  with  South 
Africa,  but  though  I ordered  It  as  soon  os  I rocelvod  your 
letter  It  has  reached  me  only  today,  it  goes  to  you  under 
separate  cover,  by  air  m.all.  No  expense  la  Involved. 

;'0,  I have  not  seen  your  book  about 
the  trip  lest  year,  but  would  like  to  very  mueb . Forbapa 
you  vlll  send  n:e  a copy? 

The  latest  news  from  I-.elon  and  Polly  Is 
that  Helen  Is  to  receive  the  Legion  of  Honor  on  the  occasion 
of  her  Pddrnvsa  before  the  dorbonne  In  Paris.  I egree  with 
you  thnt  It  Is  a consolation  to  knov-  that  Helen  ia  nblo  to 
give  out  to  the  uttermost — It  cannot  fall  to  make  her  and 
Folly  feel  that  tVolr  efforts  are  not  Jn  vain,  Put  I'll 
still  be  glad  to  have  them  be.ck  at  Arcan  Fldgo  where  I can 
keep  an  eye  on  them. 

The  two  of  then  think  you  are  doing  a 
magnificent  Job  In  South  Africa  and  I know  they  aro  right. 

Very  slncrrifelji'  yours. 


Rev.  A.  V.  Blaxall 
FOB  31 
Roodepoort 
South  Africa 


Jvno  ir-,  1952 


Dearofjt  Polly, 


Teldon.  he.o  a nore  er.trancinc  prospect 
opened  before  no  than  the  one  conVjrod  up  ’:y 
Florence 'c  levitation  to  hocheron.  1 had  no  small 
strjef.le  with  rayeolf  to  resist  It,  knovlne  all  the  tliuo 
that  it  was  too  ^rtoi*.  to  bo  trjo.  Alan  for  reoponElbllitlosl 
One  has  to  moot  thorn,  I have  v.'rltton  to  Florence,  ndc'resslnc 
It  to  aechoron — this  I ■’111  rend  to  "’nrlc. 

I havo  not  yet  rocolved  tho  book  about 
-'outh  Africa,  but  I think  It  la  too  early  for  you  to 
worry  about  It  yet,  oecond  claaa  aiall  and  jx.rools  poet 
are  p.wfully  clow.  It  took  about  throe  wookc  for  a brochure 
about  the  housing  dovelopmont  that  P.obort  is  sur-erlntcnOlng 
to  reach  ne. 


I know  'clon  will  do  well  on  her  speech. 

I hope  a tape  recordlnp  will  bo  made.  ’'r.  ‘.'Igal’s  offer 
to  Intmduco  her  at  the  Sorbonne  would  be  Incredible  did 
wo  Wlft^know  hlo  Ignorance  of  such  natters.  He  hne  been 
undorr^rlvllogad . 


To  f^o  back  to  Poutb  Af  rlcr , I did  got  tho 
copy  of  Iird^  as  I told  you,  but  when  I took  It  to  t’.e 
post  o'^'flco  to  send  It  by  air  mail  I found  that  It  would 
coot  v2.5‘d.  ’"or  a 20-cont  magazine  this  noened  oxlxorbltant 
and  I cant  it  by  regular  nail,  haybe  th  t in  v?',*r.t  happened 
to  your  copy — '"r.  Hlarcall  hadn't  got  It  v;hcn  ho  wrote  to 
me.  At  leant  I hope  you  didn’t  go  out  for  the  air  mall 
fee. 


Ve  hav'o  one  nerloun  drawback  on  the  hill 
just  now  with  the  black  fllos.  I'.elth  and  I are  botli  bitten 
the  hell  up  and  Itching  like  everything,  but  the  little 
boasts  are  due  to  disappear  within  the  next  week  or  ten 
days. 


Oh  how  I long  to  hoar  your  voice  from 

Arcan  Rldgo! 

Florence, 


!'y  love  an  alyrayo  to  you  and  Helen  and  to 


June  ir,  1952 


Dear  Polly, 

Th«  InclosQd  hns  too  long  <?nl?yoc!  but 

I noodad  to  got  a oony  of  3T0”Y  or  MY  I.I'-t:;  b-vfore 
soriding  it  on  to  you — pomo  ono  hc.d  borrovcd  mine-  without 
perT.tloaion. 


I tlilnk  it  will  bo  all  rl-rht  -o  let  ?'r. 
/illan  roprlnl  the  paosago  ho  vrantn,  I do  feel  th'st 
he  should  uae  tho  oxo-ct  toxt  of  the  book  and  Indlcato 
hie  intorpoiatf?d  vrordo  wl'^'h  brackets  or  sorccthln,'*  or 
use  rootnotco.  Ihe  I'Angllng  l.n  slight,  but  I eel  thrt 
it  should  not  be  allov/ed. 

Our  weatner  here  Is  wonderful,  “orlng 
youro  la  the  uatTie. 


Ever  yours, 


I-'r?.  Christine  Pollard 
Poubleday  Co. 

575  ‘‘'adiHon  Ave. 

Yew  York  £2 

Y.Y. 


Snowvlllo,  Now  Hampohire 
July  9,  .1952 


Dearaot  Folly, 


j.r  nnk  Go3  you  ant’  ilelen  are  back  home’ 

I am  Borry  you  got  lie-  e in  the  middle  of  a hont  wavo, 
but  there  is  some  promise  tl.at  it  vlll  break  today. 

V:  a con\'ention  tnuo  far  has  hoen  tlcjradlng 
and  I sea  little  cbanca  that  It  v/111  be  anything  elss. 
i»elther  i-'arty  tiaa  a man  in  right  that  I could  bo  very 
enthusiastic  about,  knt  you  •ill  find  it  interesting  to 
watch,  Qspecial.ly  1-^  you  heve  never  boon  on  the  floor 
when  one  was  in  progross. 

i am  Just  .3bo-3t  will  to  see  you  loth  and 
would  enter  into  a crmpalgn  to  got  you  ur  here  oxcc't 
that  July  and  August  arc  our  bad  months.  Then  ovarybody 
comes  to  l\ov  Tkigland  and  wo  haven’t  the  beatitlful 
privacy  that  is  ours  the  rest  of  t'-’o  year.  One  v.'onderful 
thing  is  that  ..atharlne  ard  Larry  Cor.nnt  will  be  rt 
Choc^uu  for  a couple  of  v.-eoko,  which  mesna  that  they  v-in 
be^^^Tfe  Dtrl*cing  distance.  Our  Annex  is  our  salvation,  '.'hen 
we  withdraw  to  it  we  can  work  in  poace. 

I haven't  hoard  from  !'ancy  and  she  i.ay  have 
got  tiel  up  with  tho  London  project  or  with  her  nov?  revue. 
Anyway  we'll  have  a long  talk  on  that  when  we  got  together. 

jhls  morning  1 an  sending  you  Isak 
Dlnesen  s "Seven  Gothic  Tales,"  which  l.s  ons  of  my  favorite 
books.  'Cut  of  Africa"  I v'lll  hold  for  a fow  days  'until 
Ann  finished  reading  it.  I loved  It  and  read  a good  part 
of  it  aloud  to  i'.olth. 

■ ertha  will  arrive  sono  time  v;ithln  the 
next  week  or  so.  It  is  nice  without  her  for  a while,  but 
I shall  bo  very  happy  to  turn  tho  cooking  over  to  some  ono 
else. 


peace  and 


quiet 


I hope  you  and  Holen  can 
!.uch  love  goes  ’'rom  this 


simply  wallow  in 
house  to  yours. 


July  i?. 


1952 


Doarost  Hclon, 

Yon  vioro  an  abaoliito  torlln(5  to  write  co 
that  long  letter  about  \ihat  you  hnvo  boon  up  to  theno  loot  fov; 
-lonthfl.  boforo,  I was  himgry  to  ooo  you;  now  I tua  fanlahod. 

I want  to  nit  bonido  you,  \flth  the  lottor  in  my  hand, 
whlla  you  ann-'uar  ny  quoatlorio  and  go  off  Into  t!:ose 
llttlo  aoldeo  that  neon  no  much  and  can’t  ho  put  dovm  In 
the  v;rltton  word.  I.  rimll  treanure  the  lot*  er*  alwayc 
(as  I hnvo  vrith  ovorytuing  you  'avo  ovor  written  to  me) 

Mt  one  of  tl'iono  days  I shall  lend  It  to  you,  to  forra  tho 
basis  for  another  of  your  v/ondorful  articles. 

ioday  It  Id  dreadfully  V.ot,  but  wo  expect 
tho  night  to  ho  cool,  ihia  Ic  the  migration  noaeon  (July 
and  An, runt)  v;iion  poonlo  from  everywhere  are  coming  to 
Now  England  and  you  novor  hnow  who  may  turn  up  on  your 
doorstop,  KoDt  of  it  ic  fun,  but  It  m-.-;ans  tl  at  f r 
privacy  you  havo  to  retreat  to  ti  e *uai:o::,  Tbo  Inrr.clon 
ends  vfith  Lc,bor  Day  Oiid  after  th;  t.  If  tlio  aueplces  arc 
good,  I hope  you  a. id  lolly  can  come  up  for  a vrhllo.  I 
wouldn't  vfruit  you  now — not  until  tho  rush  1b  over. 

V,  o llutcnod  to  the  corwentlon  ovei  tho 
radio  and  thought  it  on  tlio  wi  olo  such  a nilly,  tlrecomc 
performance,  but  tiic  last  day  oxcltlng.  V;o  \:ero  very 
much  surprised  at  the  outco..-o,  or  ratV-or,  at  tho  epocdlnoan 
vrlti,  which  it  caino,  I l:no\r  Ethol  and  Eddie  arc  in  tho 
Seventh  heaven,  b>it  ElcoiThower  is  not  yet  oloctod  and 
tho  Denocratn  are  stronjg.  I ha\  o to  make  niycelf  intorootod 
in  politico;  it  doeon’t  come  natural. 

It  in  too  hot  to  tlilnl’:  straight,  much  too 
hot  to  road  lottoro,  but  never  too  hot  to  sor;d  you  my 
lovo  and  theudea. 


July  13,  1952 


Doaroot  folly, 


It  Is  vonderful  that  Helon  has  got  down 
the  major  outlliio  of  her  trip  In  that  long  lc>t':0r  to  me, 
but  tno  lettor  shov/s,  lolly,  that  Helen  In  tired,  r rora 
anyone  else  X i.oulc!  oall  It  an  excollont  letter,  tut  not 
from  tar.  It  '•.ache  tho  pootry  v?o  ox-peot  her  nrd  t-'o 

froohnoGD  of  vlowi)olnt.  All  oho  cays  has  1>ecn  said  before 
and  in  some  Inotances  has  been  said  better.  She  lo  terribly 
In  need  of  rent,  and  so  are  you  (I  ’mow),  ’.'ben  ve  all  talk 
toget'usr  r-.any  thlny.a  vrill  come  out,  but  thlr  ahould  not 
bo  right  away.  Hou  both  need  to  live  like?  ve5ot.a.blGD.  Bo 
good  little  cabbagoo  for  a vrtille.  I’ou  can't  go  on  rt  the 
pace  yoj  are  hitting.  V/hen  I raw  vrhat  the  lotter  vc.s  i.;y 
heart  leapt  and  I said  to  myself  I'll  tele'^hone  th.en 
this  evening,  but  after  I road  It  I nov’  that  I had  to 
thin.':  mx3’it  It  dluubiUjtu/  bviforo  I said  anything,  'fliln  Is 
not  the  nftornoon  to  say  It  becauBo  It  In  so  hot  that  I 
thlnl:  I hGvo  pea  noup  vf-'ero  normal  people  havo  bralnn. 

lor.no,  please,  •‘'on' t plan  anything  that 
\flll  roculrs  tho  ollghteot  effort— not  for  a .'.ong,  long 
tlno.  Tlie  foundation  \’lll  kill  you  If  you  lot  thorn — and 
tlioy  are  not  the  only  ones, 

:'y  love,  ever. 


July  19,  1952 


Daarsot  Tolly, 


The  fanily  let^ern  \rnr<s  very  Interontlnc 
and  oven  If  they  didn't  V:nov;  wiiat  the  Sorbonne  and  the 
Pantheon  nonnt  they  were  fully  aware  of  tho  prx=^atlge 
of  Ivy  Green.  It  doen  poem  that  the  cereti;onie8  went  off 
very  well  indeed  and  I'm  glad  of  that.  Dicii'o  lottor 
Is  oharactarlstlc.  I think  he  -‘111  land  on  his  feot 
somewhere,  but  In  view  of  the  past  the  Llbrr.ry  of  Con- 
croos  seems  hardly  the  place.  It's  his  lookout. 

Tne  Republicans  we  know  around  here  are 
mostly  Jubilant,  but  there  is  also  fairly  strong  antl- 
Slsenhower  feeling.  If  the  henoorats  keep  tholr  heads 
and  come  out  vrith  a good  nan  and  a strong  platform, 
espclally  on  civil  rights,  they  can  defeat  Kltn.  Ve  are 
going  to  listen  to  the  Democratic  convention  as  much  as 
we  did  to  the  Renub.lican — v;o  aren't  any  of  us  partisans. 

Py  this  mall  I an  sending  the  look  about 
Africa  and  tho  story  of  tr.o  ITcyptlan  chllcliood.  I enjoyed 
h^th  very  much — hov?  alien  to  un  Is  that  Egyptian  system 
of  oi^urat.lon  and  how  fascinating.  Tee  loah  Dlnonon  look 
on  Africa  will  ^ollov.*  hofore  long. 

L-aat  ni^t  v©  ha"  a very  wslcoms  rc.ln, 
btit  it  la  not  yet  cool.  Iho  heat  has  been  bad  with  us 
but  tho  nights  have  boon  pleasant,  (atharlno  and  Larry 
Conart  who  are  spending  about  ton  days  at  dayford-in-tlie- 
Fiolds  In  Chocorua  camo  over  for  .-nlddle-of-tho-day 
dinner  on  Thursday  and  ve  had  a long  gab-fest  sitting 
around  in  our  stocking  foot. 

It  saddens  ne  to  think  of  -ialen  and  her 
family  and  absolutely  terriflss  me  vdion  I reflect  upon 
tho  possibility  that  she  may  have  to  spend  her  last 
years  with  them.  I'd  11’’:^  to  wrap  you  both  in  cotton  wool 
(only  Ice  would  ho  better  at  tho  moment)  anl  I 'I  like  to 
get  an  angel  to  come  l.lvo  with  you.  Pines  that  Isn't 
exactly  feasible  we  must  tr?/  to  find  a human  being  who 
can  at  l.oact  be  very  helpful. 

I'uch,  much  lovo,  ns  alvrayg. 


July  23,  1952 


Dearest  lolly. 


It  was  woncierful  tal>:lng;  vrlth  you 
last  night  I I a-n  homcslch  for  you  and  Helen.  If 
Koltli  has  to  £0  :^ovm  in  Soptornfcer,  which  is  likely 
to  be  tho  case.  I'll  come  down  v'lth  him. 

I am  glad  i'p.ncy  was  pleased  with  the 
film.  ;*aybo  you  were  too  critical  ard  naybe  Kancy 
la  not  critical  ano’  j^.  She  le  very  clover  and 
gifted,  but  ve  must  not  commit  oursolvoa  to  her 
plan  for  tho  ■’ocuraonta ry-plns-the-semi-flctional 
film  until  we  r.eo  vci^v  clearly  how  it  shapes  up. 

Jo's  obiturry  in  Congress  ^>eokly 
I tkoi'g^it  ancollont.  I never  hoard  of  the  magazine 
bafoi'o.Thc  c ory  of  Dcganla  is  Intcreotlng  and  I 
want  tc  hear  more  about  the  collective  settlements, 

I am  roturnlr.g  it  and  the  obituary 

■'Gith  ss-ys  it  is  dreadful  3.n  Hew 
Yoili  and  I a.:  sorry  h.o  has  to  bo  trere  novj.  -.o' 11 
retani  early  Saturday.  The  Conants  will  bo  wUh  us 
today  and  tomorrow,  our  doctor  and  his  v:lfc  will  bo 
with  us  i-.ondry  and  Tuesday  an''  after  that  I think 
wo' 11  le  alone  for  a whilo.  heith  is- terribly  busy 
and  Ann  is  helping  him.  on  one  of  his  jobs.  '..110+  sho 
does  will,  mere  than  her  fc.ro  to  and  from  Georgia 
and  she  is  enjoyJ.ng  it.  Vc  gcnorally  go  to  b-d  about 
nine,  tut  I iruiglnc  the  Domociwxtn  will  keep  uc  4p 
tonight.  Isn't  tho  oratory  ourf- ;17  And  cien  :•  rs. 
Rooscu'elt,  ojiporiencod  as  she  is,  t.a?.kcd  too  long. 

Take  caro  of  youroolf  and  h'elen.  Dor't 


lovo. 


molt 


July  27,  1952 


Dearest  1 oily , 


I think  you  '-111  bo  Intereated  in 
the  Inclorod  item  about  uolen,  especially  en  I 
tell  you  v;here  1 found  It.  We  heve  up  here  an 
■?-pagQ  paper  called  "The  Ixiconla  Shopper,"  dis- 
tributed free  of  charse,  I preoume  the  Laconia 
Cha;r;ber  of  Coraiaorce.  It  is  mainly  concorned  with 
local  events  like  pageants  and  carnivals  and 
bargains,  but  it  also  carries  tidbits  of  other 
news,  among  which  this  about  Kelen  appeared.  It 
is  another  Instance  of  the  far-reachingnoss  of  hor 
appeal. 


.ve  arc  glad  to  have  tho  conventions 
over.  B3.ossed  ?uiet  has  once  more  descended  up-n  the 
house  and  ve  con  relax,  rvnn  and  I fo'ind  the  evening 
of  the  contest  over  seating  Virginia  emotionally 
exhausting — it  took  ns  straight  back  to  1861  and 
all  the  agony  ot  tbct  -'eriod — but  the  way  tho  b?,llots 
fell  in  the  roll  call  for  Stevenson  himself  was 
reassuring  and  as  of  now  are  Denocrats  for 
Movernbor. 


The  Concnts  cane  on  Wednesday  and 
stay until  ^rlday  morning,  /.atharlne  is  vory 
tired,  but  the  convention  kept  us  all  ■''roir.  resting, 
Still  we  had  fun.  iLeith  came  bc.ok  Saturday,  glad 
to  escape  from  the  heat  of  New  York.  Our  doctor 
and  his  wife  will  • rrive  tomorrow  for  a couple  of 
days  and  after  that  /tnn  will  bo  our  only  hour© 
guest  for  a while.  It  has  been  won-^orful  to  h.E.ve 
Bertha  here  to  look  after  the  cooking. 

Buch,  much  love, 

pi 


3nowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  2,  1952 


Dearest  Polly , 


It  Is  grand  that  Kit  anl  l;ancy  lilted  tho 
film  and  I am  happy  to  see  that  tho  emphasis  now  Is  on  the 
documentary.  I bare  as'.ed  Jake  to  have  a copy  mad©  for  ir.o  of 
the  film  h©  took  of  you  Mid  [ielen  when  you  were  here  Just  be- 
fore going  to  i:  rope  In — vras  It  19‘^f6?  Leno’-©  also  has  some 
film  i think  and  I \flll  ask  her  about  It  when  I see  her.  And 
wasn't  some  made  In  Scotland?  Tlie  AFB  could  look  after  that 
If  you  didn’t  want  to.  ”hilo  wo  are  about  it  I thlni  ve  should 
collect  all  V0  can  get. 

Lenoro  telephoned  a few  evenings  ago, 
primarily  to  ask  about  you  ond  Helen.  She  had  been  trying 
without  success  to  get  you  at  Arcan  'Udgo  and  I told  ^er 
that  you  iu-,t  i.nva  teen  out  on  the  grounds  and  to  keep 
trying.  Kr.  Hussell  ►'asen  (I  believe  that  Is  the  name)  is  to 
visit  her  shortly  and  they  expect  to  drive  over  to  see  us, 

' hlch  will  be  very  nice  for  us.  Also  she  wants  to  see  Elizabeth 
Bain  while  she  is  In  Scotland.  Kay  is  going  v;lih  her,  but  I 
Imagine  you  know  all  this. 

Mr.  hlgol  Is  insane  and  Avella  rust  know  It. 
As  If  riel  on  could  possibly  be  confined  to  the  AF3’.  She  Is 
worth  a dozen  r.hrlnesl  1 1 1 1 1 

Slsenhovor  has  already  made  one  shocking 
mistake  in  hla  remark  alxjut  franco,  he  ail  agree  with  you  about 
Nixon  and  -‘inn  and  I were  embarrassed  that  we  had  never  heard 
of  Spa>'kman.  Ae  may  be  a good  man.  We  like  Stevenson,  but  I 
thlnx  even  Elsenhower  would  bo  better  than  Truman.  Almost  anyone 
better  than  Truman. 


V’e  are  working  hard,  the  three  of  us,  on  a 
big  Job  that  -elth  has  In  conn  ctlon  with  the  wartime  work  of 
t:  e Radiation  Lab  and  1 m\int  get  at  It. 

kuch,  much  love  and  r©.;ienib©r  me  to  Ro'cert 
and  ‘-atllde  and  the  Grum-iions  and  tho  Cia.rko.  I am  curious 
about  Eddie's  current  activities. 


August  19,  1952 


Dearest  Polly, 


You  have  too  much  on  your  mind  and 
I wish  to  God  we  could  find  a person  who  could 
take  the  entire  burden  of  the  house  off  your 
shoulders,  A house  requires  a lot  of  looking  after, 
especially  a country  house,  and  It  Is  too  much  to 
ask  of  you  with  all  else  you  have  to  do.  This 
winter  we  must  squeeze  our  brains  dry.  If  we  have  to 
to  find  a way  out  for  you. 

The  publicity  was  wonderful.  I am 
sending  It  to  Mrs.  Davidson  vrlth  a note  calling  It 
to  .;rs.  Blankenhorn' s attention, 

1 would  not  add  a feather's  welgjit 
to  your  too-heavy-load,  but  It  would  be  wonderful 
to  have  you  and  -delen  up  here  for  a few  weeks — or 
whatever  time  you  could  spare.  Our  big  job  will  bo 
over  In  a day  or  two.  Tlie  "summer  people"  have 
gone  and  privacy  has  returned.  We  could  work  as 
much  as  we  wanted  to  and  gabble  the  rest  of  the  time 
Bertha  would  be  here  to  look  after  us  and  I think 
that  with  Helen' s letter  as  the  beginning  It  would 
not  take  long  to  fix  up  a very  fine  article  for 
Robert  Harnett.  It  Is  not  feasible  for  me  to  try 
to  come  to  Arcan  Ridge  now  because  i>.elth  has  to 
go  to  Kew  York  before  long  and  I can't  leave  Hertha 
here  alone.  The  trip  from  Boston  to  Conway  (where 
we  would  meet  you)  Is  not  difficult — puts  you  hxere 
about  one  o'clock  In  the  afternoon.  I don't  want  to 
bo  Insistent  because  you  :now  better  than  I do  what 
your  situation  Is,  but  wo  would  all  love,  love, 
love  having  you  here.  Do  whatever  Is  easiest — 

I'.y  love. 


August  23,  1952 


Dear  ‘<ancyt 


Doubleday's  keeps  pressing  me  about 
the  miscellaneous  dramatic  rl^ts — radio,  tele- 
vision, etc. — to  Helen's  books  and  to  Anne 
■\)llivan  r.acY  and  under  one  pretext  or  another 
I keep  putting  them  off.  Such  rights  have  become 
so  important  that  they  have  a new  department  to 
take  care  of  them.  In  the  normal  course  it  would 
be  a matter  of  routine  to  turn  them  over  to  the 
publisher,  but  I have  explained  that  ilatharlne 
Cornell  is  Interested  and  that  a friend  of  hers 
is  at  work  on  a television  script  and  I have 
Just  promised  to  find  out  as  soon  as  possible 
ho”  far  along  she  has  got  with  it  and  what  the 
situation  is  in  general  in  yours  and  Kit's 
direction.  1‘eanwhile  I told  them  that  if  anything 
urgent  cane  up  to  get  in  touch  with  the  Katharine 
Cornell  o'^flce  in  New  York.  I think  it  might  be 
a good  plan  for  the  KC  office  to  get  in  touch 
with  Doubleday's.  Miss  Gall  ’^odklnson  is  in 
charge  there  and  is  in  a better  position  than  any 
of  us  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  way  of 
specific  appeals  for  the  rights. 

I was  BO  pleased  to  learn  through 
Polly  that  you  and  Kit  liked  the  film  that  was 
made  abroad.  I am  having  a copy  run  off  of  two 
or  three  hundred  feet  made  when  they  were  here  in 
19^6  and  hope  to  bring  it  with  me  when  we  go 
back  to  Garden  City  in  November. 

Folly  has  seemed  very  tired  and 
desperately  lonely  since  their  return  to  Arcan 
Ridge.  I have  not  been  able  to  got  away  to  go 


I 


down  to  see  thorn,  but  I am  hoping  that  they 
can  come  to  our  hill  for  a week  or  two  after 
Helen's  speech  In  noston  on  Sept.  10.  In 
any  event  I will  spend  a week  with  them  In 
November.  :’omethlng  radical  must  be  done  about 
the  household  to  lift  the  burden  from  Polly — 
she  Is  finding  It  very  heavy,  but  I need  not 
tell  you  that  she  Is  very  stubborn, 

I hope  this  finds  you  and  Kit  gambolling 
In  the  waves  at  Chip  Chop,  but  I am  sending  it 
to  Sew  York,  knowing  that  It  will  be  forwarded. 

Love, 


1 


August  23,  1952 


Dear  Kiss  Rodklnson: 

This  Is  In  answer  to  your 
letter  of  August  15  which  was  forwarded  to  me 
here.  Wow  that  r-^lss  Helen  Keller  Is  hack  In 
this  country  and  Miss  Cornell  Is  In  New  iSngland 
I will  make  a round-up  of  the  situation  with 
regard  to  what  la  In  progress  In  the  way  of 
drar.atlc  presentations  of  the  life  of  Helen 
Keller  and  of  her  teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Kacy. 

I know  that  quite  a bit  of  film  was  made  abroad 
a fe’  months  ago  of  a documentary  of  Miss 
Keller  herself.  A friend  of  Kiss  Cornell's  was 
busy  earlier  this  summer  on  a script  for  a 
television  drama  with  Hiss  Cornell  taking  the 
parj  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  I am  writing  to 
her  today  to  find  out  how  far  along  with  It  she 
Is.  In  the  meantime  If  anything  urgent  should 
arise  please  get  In  touch  with  Katharine  Cornell's 
office  (the  address  Is  In  the  N.Y.  Telephone 
book)  and  If  you  have  reason  to  write  to  me  again 
before  you  hear  from  me,  please  send  your  letter 
to  the  above  address.  I shall  be  here  until  the 
middle  of  November.  My  telephone  number  Is  Conway 
210 — ring  4.  I hope  very  much  that  we  can  get 
everything  lined  up  soon  and  all  these  miscellaneous 
rights  In  Doubleday's  hands — It  would  be  so  much 
more  efficient  and  business-like  than  the  way  It  Is 
now. 


Sincerely  yours. 

Miss  Gall  Rodklnson 
Doubleday  & Co. 

575  Madison  Ave.,  N.Y.  22,  N.Y. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY 


HILL  8-5300 


•august  15,  1952 


I'rs.  llella  Braddy  Henney 
111  riftli  Avenue 
G-arden  City,  iiew  York 

Be^r  ;rrs.  Henney: 

^You  may  remember  having  a letter  from  I'rs.  Pollard  a 
fev'  months  a.=;o  about  the  motion  picture,  radio  and  television 
Helen  Keller's  books.  Polly  g-we  me  your  renlv  in 
whicn  you  mentioned  the  two  projects  dealing  with  the  life  of 
Helen^ Keller  which  were  then  under  consideration.  You  said 
that  Helen  Keller  v.'as  out  of  the  country  until  Julr-  8 and 
that  you  preferred  to  hold  off  any  discussion  until  she  re- 
turned. 


I have  recently  been  assigned  the  job  of  selling 
these  rirhts  for  Coubledry  books  and  I v/ould  like  very  much  to 
be  able  to  offer  Helen  Keller's  books  to  several  -oro^rams  which 
present  shows  based  on  the  lives  of  outstanding  Americans.  I 
assume  from  your  letter  of  J'.nuary  1?  to  John  Sargent  that  you 
■■ould^have  no  objection  to  submitting  your  own  book  AIYH) 
SJLLI  .'A.;:  .ACY  for  television  use  and  I sincer<  ly  hone  th.*’t  we 
will  eventually  be  permitted  to  offer  the  Helen  Keller  books 
as  well. 


I will  look  forward  to  he-  ring  from  you  if  there  are 
any  developments  on  the  projects  mentioned  in  your  letter. 


Sincerely  yours, 
1 


^akl  Rodkinson 


GR : hs 


Snowvllle,  Now  Hampshire 
August  24,  1952 


Dearest  Polly, 


As  you  say,  Helen's  speech  Is  long,  but  I think  It 
Is  very  good  and  I believe  that  the  audience  she  will  have  In 
Boston  will  be  more  patient  than  moat,  since  I think  It  will 
an  unusually  Intelligent  one  and  very  Interested  In  whatever  she 
has  to  say.  I have  marked  out  a part  of  the  first  paragraph  on 
the  second  page,  but  you  and  Helen  will  know  better  than  I 
whether  It  should  be  kept. 

Our  weather  has  turned  quite  cool  and  this  morning 
we  are  working  before  a fire.  In  another  week  or  two  we  shall 
have  to  start  the  furnace. 


I wrote  imncy  yesterday  asking  her  how  her  script 
was  coming  on  and  telling  her  that  I thought  Katharine's  office 
should  get  In  touch  with  Doubleday's.  If  they  are  not  going  to 
do  anything  with  the  radio  or  television  rights  I think  someone 
else  should  have  a chance  at  them  or  that  Katharine  should  take 
an  option  on  them.  We'll  try  to  get  the  whole  thing  on  a business- 
like basis  this  fall. 


days. 


There  isn't  much  news  with  us — Just  nice  quiet 


Ky  love  to  you  both. 


3nowvl.ll©,  Now  Hamps'ilre 
September  3,  1952 


Dearest  Polly , 


I tl’Jnk  now  that  the  »^eclslon  about  Aroatels 
©bould  depend  entirely  upon  bow  you  and  xiolan  feol.  .-.olen  is 
wherever  3he  appear?,  In  person,  ilct'Tre,  or  sculpture  a 
Rreat  Inspiration  and  tho  crippled  children  at  .ar.i!  Sprlres 
cor'elnly  doeerve  the  best,  efforts  up  all,  b>’t  tb«r‘'  are 
only  so  aany  hourn  in  a day  and  I don't  v?ant  either  you  or 
Helen  ever  a^aln  to  be  as  tired  as  you  vere  wVien  you  came  bt’clc 
frora  iJurope  this  suamor. 

I have  Just  I’ecelved  a long  letter  from  hancy  in 
reply  to  mine  about  Ih©  Kc  tharln©  Cornell  office  (getting  In 
touch  with  Doubleday’s,  'n-joy  are  preoered  to  tabe 'an  option  on 
the  drantic  rl^pnts  to  ASM  and  Tolan's  life— I belief'©  not  the 
Katharine  Cornell  office,  but-  Katharine  and  r.ar.cy  personally  and 
a Mrs.  Levy  who  may  put  up  some  of  the  money  ."or  t’/.e  film.  I 
would  sand  you  tie  lettor  creep t that  I want  to  keep  it  for 
reference.  All  I will  any  now  is  that  everything  eeoms  rosy.  Ko 
doubt  :!ancy  hac  told  you  that  they  hope  to  have  tho  i,.rcan  Ridge 
shots  mado  In  lato  Septe-bor  or  October. 

1 t-nov.’  you  wll]  enjoy  being  ’.;lth  the  Dixons 
and  I v7ish  I wore  in  New  York  so  I could  meet  thorn. 

Muggy  <3ay  today,  but  yesterday  was  beautiful  end 
we  c-1  imbed  the  mountain . 


My  lo\a  aiwavs. 

w V ^ 


5)no\rvlll9,  New  .iainpshlre 
rjoptei'ber  6,  1952 


Deerect  Tolly, 


It  Is  rsplly  too  nbool  Florence.  I think 
it  '.fill  <10  hor  sood  to  fi-viay  frot!  Dochoron  for  a v'hlle, 
but  I t>'ink  ?he  Ic  solng  to  r>jn  Into  new  sort^ows  In  Ksw  York. 
She  la  already  foeline  the  neglect  of  their  friends  and 
she  will  -^Ind  horeelf  not  ao  rmch  aought  after  when  eho  comoo 
back  to  this  country.  It  a-eas  to  mo  that  she  ie  too  much 
alone,  but  there's  no  help  -^or  it.  Jo  alvmys  kept  things  so 
gay  and  lively. 


Von,  nancy  had  vrltton  me  more  or  lose  what  she 
wrote  you.  I told  her  that  any  -uor.oy  that  u.lght  come  to  me 
from  the  option  I would  ^ut  back  into  the  picture  fund.  Jake  has 
had  a duplicate  i^iade  of  the  film  of  you  and  Tielen  (100  ft.) 

In  our  back  yard  here.  Vliothor  or  not  It  foms  part  of  the 
dooumont.ary  it  ahoiild  be  on  fllo  at  the  foundation.  If  you 
have  a projector — I mean  access  to  a projector — for  16 
mllliractor  film  I vlll  send  Vt  to  you.  Or  If  you  prefer  I 
will  hold  It — except  that  I think  hancy  and  Katharine  ouglit  to 
see  It  as  soon  as  they  return  to  hev;  York.  I sun  awfully  glad 
to  have  the  \/hole  question  of  the  movie  and  the  television 
rights,  etc.  on  a hu sines s-'' ike  basic. 

’'obort  is  very  ploacod,  with  his  new  job,  so 
much  so  that  he  ic  planning  to  gather  his  things  around  him 
and  live  what  ho  calls  "a  normal  life."  It  vdll  be  the  firot 
time  In  many  years,  .’^ost  of  his  books  are  here  and  I will  try 
to  get  thorn  off  to  Mn  noxt  week.  It  s^dde'-c  me  a little  to  have 

him  so  f-  r avray,  but  ho  la  nearer  to  hlo  cnlldron  and  he 

likes  the  Coast,  buzz  will  go  to  LakGsldo  In  5eai tie  instead 
of  returning  to  bt.  doorge'n.  ibis  r'lsappoints  Robert,  but 
Lakeside  Is  an  excellent  ac  -ool  and  apai’t  from  bis  fixmlly 
Buzz  Is  p.oro  at  homo  In  the  V.est  than  in  the  Sact — and  he 
did  got  lonely  In  Rho'"'o  Island. 

olth  Is  goln;*  Iwick  to  hew  York  next 

Saturday  ar.i’  v;lll  stay  about  a week.  Aftor  that  it  won’t  be 

long  before  I eond  Lortha  home.  V.han  nobody's  nero  but  Keith 
and  ae  housek-isplng  and  cooking  Is  quite  simple  and  I don't 
need  to  toll  you  and  t’olen  how  pleasvnl.  It  is  to  be  alone. 

Our  went'-or  le  euperbl  I hopex  yours  is  too. 


My  love. 


Kow  HanpChl?^ 

!?rtirr:?«r  J,  195'^ 


r«Ar  J<lco  Rodklnson: 


Hi'  t.'  In  tlsM  yea  htwd  no  doubt  »*®coivod 
a l”ttf»r  frnn  I'lsp  ' Rrej  hr»rll»or.  mtfrVlrg  an  ovtton  cn  th« 
drfumtlc  rlpJitB  to  til*  jklfe  atory  of  Helen  i.cllor  and  /.nij* 
3rjl3.l7*r  .'acy,  *^0  Msg  ^orlltoo  hoc  csid  I 111© 

to  ftd?  th  .t  tlvl3  projoct  bao  th«  cosjploto  and  or. tht' alar. tic 
aFr»r>vr'l  of  ' lg.*i  Keller  her  cootfinlon  .'  ino  Solly  .T.otecn 
and  ln<‘^'!>od  of  all  tl-.elr  clor.o  friends,  Inciur'ir?  cto.  It  I0 
t/'O  hope  of  ©vnryonr  concernod  tout  e.  production  of  i ififi 
aaoellonco  and  peraant^nt  -7alu#  i»i\y  bo  aoiilovcd.  »lth  .ilea 
"orn^'ll  * n |’,r«at  Interert  »-v’  er  v.\.iiin(;raoeo  to  do  •.fSintavor 
B>ay  soar,  for  tba  Tls~  1 noed  not  toll  you  that  r,-©  v.  ink 

our  c .ancoe  very  gpod.  I apoal:  for  r^lr.o  .teller  (vho’e  tovar  cf 
RttoPTioy  I hold)  aa  ae  for  cyoolf  wi.en  I aay  fiat  I 

ho*  o yon  you  Mil  ©rtend  the  option  .'or  lojifj  a a you  doeo 
©irltabl©^  6 hop©  to  havo  ovorytalnfr  flalahod  a few 

mont.he,  tnt  •'o  do  not.  v3  e*.  to  f©oi  hurriod. 

vary  siiic3ioj.y  yorra. 


riao  IvSll  "o''i’:lnBon 
Donbleday  ^ co« 

57^  ■..r  c’Snr.n  . •"©. 

rew  Torn  P2,  n.f. 


Door  «ancy, 


yo  ir  letter  wan  thrilllnsl 

I am  aen<11n,f  you  a oopy  of  vhat  I 
have  Just  vrltten  to  f-'las  norliclnson  and  have 
only  to  add  In  a brlal:  and  bunineas-lliTo  way 
that  ejny  tconleB  that  may  oomo  to  no  through  a 
**’ath&’'lno  Cornell  option  on  t .s  dramatic 
rishto  to  tho  11^0  cjtory  of  Helen  Jvelier  and 
Anne  Hulllvan  "lacy  will  bo  hlcked  l>p.ck  lnto 
tho  Tind  for  the  oald  dramatic  production. 

Keep  me  in  to’uch  with  devolopmento. 


tiy  love. 


Snowvllle,  <€w  Kamnahlre 
oopt.  12,  1952 


Folly, 


I am  aandin.f^  yon  tha  oorresponrtance  on  the 
parraloalon  for  reprinting  TilRDE  H-'.Yu  TO  SEE  about  vhlch  I 
s^obe  to  yon  Inst  nif^ht  nnl  with  It,  for  your  .amusement,  a 
letter  from  ono  hr.  Polychronopoalos  an<^  tVio  answer  I seat 
him  Innt  May. 

The  report  from  the  meeting  In  Boston  was 
exactly  what  I had  expected  it  to  be,  but  I was  glad  to  hear 
it  Just  the  same  and  I do  hope  the  Sroille  press  comas  ih"ou£^. 
It’s  no  vfcnder  thr.t  everybody  wants  Hel©n--don't  1st  thou 
kill  her,  or  you  either. 

Mu  ci: , m;  i ch  1 ov  e , 


ep’o  , 19^2 


Dearfiflt  Folly, 

I thlnK  -'>len's  two  apeoRhoR  vary  .trood . 

I hfcv©  str^Jck  out  a single  aenlonce  In  tne  one  to 
jiP,  . teon  heRaose  the  piet  of  1+  is  p.oRe  or  lees  in 
tl e sentence  tL-t  followo  it. 

It  ia  so  good  that  you  and  she  are  jotting 
P03ia  ""ost  ar.d  I hope  th-it  nothing  terribly  atranooug  will 
coce  up  '^or  a long  time — like,  say,  the  trlf  to  r.o'.ith 
America. 


Ihe  rx)ok;  autograpbofl  by  '"»"»6l.lant  '^'roman 
bann't  coue,  but  1 want  to  get  the-  speoc’':eB  on  'heir  way 
back  to  you.  It  seems  to  ua  t t''*-  "leenbower  canpalgn 
Is  going  ver’j'  badly,  but  you  can  never  tell  about 
elections  until  the  last  minute.  Two  Sunlaya  ago  I card 
a woman  who  Ueops  up  vltV  politics  say  th' • s’-.o  dl  ■*  not 
think  It  vjo'il^  win  and  that  11  would  he  very  hard  on  his 
Bupportera  if  he  did  not — that  the  Republican  Party  would 
hereaftor  avoid  them  like  the  |>lague.  The  had  . snator 
Lodge  particularly  In  r>ilnd. 

X 

The  Colony  Bituatlon  la  distressing  and  very 
Interesting.  If  ve  ll^p  long  enough  we'll  kaov.  • rat  has 
teen  happening — certainly  looks  as  if  it  is  sonsthlng  very 
ugly  Indeed.  I 'cl  t_lve  ^ lot  to  be  present  on  opt.  27, 
but  we  are  having  a gust  about  that  timo.  Feith  returned 
yesterday  and  fiertha  jfoes  -^own  thin  coming  lednesday. 

After  that  our  movoments  will  largely  depend  non  conditions 
at  Keith's  office  and  with  tie  ARC  In  ’ashlngton,  bu':  '-a 
shall  be  here  at  least  until  after  election  day.  Ihe  color 
is  Just  beginning,  but  we  still  have  flowers.  Ito  heavy 
froct  on  the  hill  yet,  only  In  the  valleys. 

I haven't  ..card  from  Kancy  either,  but  si.e 
Is  not  the  b'^st  of  corres'ondents  anyway  and  she  Ic 
probably  waiting  until  she  has  nomelhlng  Jaflnlto  to  say. 

I ar.  lonesome  for  you  and  .-telen. 

Luch,  much  lo/e. 


September  23,  1952 


"earest  Polly , 


Nice  note  that  nelen  wrote  the  President. 
The  book  came  and  I am  sending  It  on  to  the  Foundation 
the  next  time  I go  down  the  hill. 

I do  so  much  agree  with  you  that  Helen 
should  not  write  a statement  for  the  NEln’  TwORLD  R^VISi', 
She  doesn't  know,  we  don't  any  of  us  know,  Just  what  Is 
going  on. 


kail,  as  somebody  said  the  other  day,  the 
two  candidates  seem  to  be  fumbling  their  way  to  the 
Presidency.  First  one  gets  Into  the  soup,  then  the  other 
and  It's  not  very  encouraging  to  us  or  the  rest  of  the 
country . 


Bertha  Is  leaving  early  tomorrow  morning. 
We  are  expecting  a friend  from  KcGraw  Hill  towards  the 
end  of  the  week — and  maybe  another  guest  some  time  In 
October.  Otherwise  we'll  be  alone  until  we  fold  up  for 
the  winter. 


Remember  me  to  everybody  at  your  party 
and  tell  them  I wish  I could  be  with  them. 


y.y  love  always. 


•rt«c!5er  r4,  1952 


,«ar  "ls«  o<5»ilnnon: 

rotr.  Kalac  Krllar  1 ara 

vllllng  to  turn  ovar  to  “oubls^lay  h Co.  t*  a Eotlon 
picture,  draaatlc,  radio,  and  telavleion  rights  to 
our  books  (my  AKn'^  3ULLIVAN  KACY  and  all  tboaa  by  Kiss 
■■  sllar  which  ara  publlahad  by  "^jubloday ' si , but  w#  do 
both  want  wary  auch  to  hava  this  option  glvan  to  f Iss 
Cornell,  the  one  about  which  -ancy  Hamilton  haa 
written  you. 


Z haw#  not  the  least  Idea  wbnt 
sjch  an  option  should  cost.  If  the  project  wa  a In  the 
han'^8  of  one  of  tha  big  studios  I should  say  that  ^ 
ought  to  be  vei7  substantial  Indeed,  but  this  la  a oora 
or  lass  private  affair  an-'  the  money  is  being  frlvntely 
contributed.  I think  tha  two-year  term  Is  not  unreasonable. 
Lacause  of  her  diaebilltles  ■'.Iss  i^eller  presents  unique 
problems  and  because  o^  her  work  for  the  blind  and  the 
bllnd-decf  she  cannot,  or  at  least  ahe  will  not,  drop 
everything  for  an  extended  length  of  tine  to  devote 
herself  entirely  a dromatlc  presentation  of  herself.  Tha 
photographs  that  hare  teen  made  were  ta/:en  In  ;arla:  t ey 
show  her  speaking  at  the  orlx>nne,  talirlng  with  blind 
chll-*ron,  etc.,  and  they  did  not  Interrupt  her  schedule. 

The  sai'e  will  bo  true  of  the  pic*  urea  t at  will  be  made 
at  her  hotum  in  connectleut. 

1 think  It  very  likely  that  certain 
radio  or  television  sales  may  bo  lost  during  the  two  years 
of  the  option,  but  X think  (and  hope)  that  what  will  be 
'’one  will  r.ore  than  Justify  It  and  after  the  lapse  of 
fre  period  the  otory  will  bo  as  good  as  It  ever  wae.  Its 
teoporary.  Journalistic  value  woo  used  up  long  ago. 

If  you  would  like  to  send  parsers  for 
’ lee  ieller  ar»d  ae  to  al.^n  we  shall  be  gl'»d  to  do  co.  Or 
ret+ajs  this  letter  will  he  all  you  need. 

'’ery  sincerely  yours. 


fella  ; ra*''y  : ennoy 
Attorney  for  r.elen  \eller 


i.lsa  Call  odklnson 
boubleday  Co.,  Inc. 
575  allson  Ave, 

<*w  York  22,  r.v. 


SepteiTsber  2A,  1952 


Dearest  Folly, 


One  reason  for  the  delay  In  hearing  from 
‘'ancy  Is  that  the  woman  In  charge  at  Ooubleday's  has 
been  away  on  vacation.  I had  a letter  from  her  yesterday 
i'ancy  wants  a two-year  option  on  all  dramatic  rights. 

Ihe  copy  of  my  letter  to  Kiss  Rodkinson  explains  how 
I feel  about  it  and  I hope  It  meets  with  yours  and  Helen 
approval.  The  three  of  us  are  certainly  Incompetent  In 
such  matters  and  Ooubleday's  has  had  many  years  of 
experience. 


^et,  foggy,  disagreeable  morning,  but  the 
house  Is  cosy  with  open  fires  and  a fire  In  the  furnace. 
Lighted  the  furnace  for  the  first  time  last  night. 

khat  a mass  this  Nixon  business!  Horrible 
little  man  I think. 

1 hops  the  t^s’o  of  you  are  still  soaking 
up  rest — we  must  have  some  gay  times  this  winter,  along 
with  the  hard  work. 


Lots  of  love. 


September  26,  1952 


Dearest  Polly , 


I am  sending  you  under  separate 
cover  the  duplicate  of  the  film  Jake  made  of 
you  and  Helen  here  In  our  back  yard.  He  says 
there  Is  one  little  difficulty  which  Is  that  at 
that  time  ho  had  a camera  that  was  not  quite 
adjusted  right  and  that  therefore  the  picture 
frames  are  not  centered  on  the  perforations,  but 
that  a slight  adjustment  on  the  projector  takes 
care  of  It.  7hls  won't  mean  anything  to  you,  but 
It  night  to  whoever  runs  It  off  for  you. 

I am  sending  It  Inst^d  of  waiting 
until  I como  down  because  you  and  I'iancy  may  be 
together  at  a time  when  a 16  millimeter  projector 
Is  available.  This  Is  the  size  of  most  good  home 
movie  projectors. 

iielth  and  I found  the  President's 
Report  on  I’.S.  Participation  In  the  UN  very 
Impressive,  ’.''hat  a lot  of  good  work  Is  going  onl 
I am  nailing  It  today  to  Mrs,  i>avldson, 

I'uch,  much  love  to  you  and  Helen, 


October  2,  1952 


Tear  Miss  Rod'^lnaon; 


I think  your  letter  of  Sept.  29 
concerning  the  Cornell-Kamllton  option  on  my  Anne 
Sullivan  r.acy  and  the  books  of  Helen  Keller  published 
by  you  vary  fine  and  generous.  The  only  thing  I want 
to  be  sura  of  la  that  Kiss  Hamilton  has  first  or  at 
least  equal  rights  towards  live  or  other  television 
and/or  radio  presentation.  If  I understand  your  letter 
correctly  you  are  providing  for  this — that  Is,  that 
If  other  projects  should  arise  for  radio  or  television 
use  Miss  Hamilton  would  be  consulted  and  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  buy  the  rights  for  the  amount  offered 
by  the  other  party. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Sella  Draddy  Henney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller) 


Miss  Gall  Rodkinson 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  hadlson  Ave. 

New  York  22 

S.Y. 
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Ocfobsr  3»  1952 


Deai'eot  Po3.1y, 


Colon's  speech  In  rot  eacy  to  out.  On  the 
first  page  I have  marked  out  a few  words  and  phrases,  on 
the  second  I have  oRltted  the  rext  to  the  last  peragraph 
because  it  is  voaker  than  the  one  a.hovo  it  ani  most  of 
wh®t  Is  in  it  is  already  implied.  1 t'ink  it  is  a 
strong  speech  ar.d  I know  it  will  do  good. 

It  is  splendl't  th -t  h:utherlne  Cornell  Is 
to  be  3 tmrtee  of  ti  e trounOMlon.  i;er  name  v;ill  bo  of 
IrErrense  value  and  she  will  be  another  firm  end  sympathetic 
link  between  t'alon  and  the  rest  of  tl- e orranlzr, i ion. 

I shall  vent  to  hor-r  whint  you  ? ' ink  oP  hrs. 
Le-'^;  also  of  ..ency’g  plans  for  the  picture.  I 'on’t 
know’  hew  much  she  has  written  or  v/hat  davelouments  nave 
taken  place  during  the  summor. 

Toicorrow  is  a big  day  in  'novville.  Our 
new  school  Is  to  be  dedlea.lad  .1,'  !'  women  are  bah.lng  cakes 
like  mad.  ’ y Job  Is  to  paste  up  photographs  on  a place 
of  plywood  3 ft.  X ^ ft. — hot'.s  an  awful  lot  of  space 
and  I must  get  busy  with  It. 

{■uchj,  much  love  to  you  both. 


Cc;  t.ober  17 


leerest  ioliy, 


’ ii  your  roc  or.  t 

vory  Intfireotlng  hnd  1 eai  triad 

It  CAV  Q y or.terriay  . 


ooirtnimlcet  lni,n  v,r>vo  hern 
to  have  the  book  on  T^.  -.  ypt- 


buriten  to  you 
girl. 


J ax 
she 


a-''rr  If  '■ 
aoeaa  ao 


■'.oronro  ir.  eolng  to  he  a gro;..t 
dlatraugut  ard  unhappy,  roor 


di!stre 

dlstresoed  by  the  level  to  vlilch  tho  ntr”  i.1o 

“ ’•='  .lot 


_eith  and  before  t..e  bad  weatber  eomep  be  mn.l  po  fe  oh.a 
to^eee  hie  eofber.  I t.-,ln.  tMe  ,u-,e  I eenS 


'ih.e  color 

rer-ombar  a time  when  -ho 


boro  Is  r.tlll 
ioavea  have 


glorious.  ',e  don' 
sLayod  on  so  long. 


t 


1 ox  hoxealck  to  soe  you  both. 


i'^y  lovo. 


s 


S’^ovvlilo,  NeK  ‘.ampohlre 
October  Si;,  ly52 


Tj/aqrect  Po3.1y  , 


i trlnK  ,'eien’s  t.}  eech  perfectly  f.j.1  rieht.  he 
7' is  - t :ln  . u:j  another  expression  to  avoid  avc  "v:  r.;.lv"  and 
• warr.-boarterl"  conie  so  close  together  in  tro  :lr’+  i.arL  raoh 
.^,.1  in  anprllfyin^  it.  1^  sne  hat  to.  I think  she  shotirpS 
tne  emphasis  on  the  value  of  friends  to  tie  nan’icapne'^— thi  a 
Vg  really  her  thena  it  is  really  »nat  ere  wants  of  nil 

tjortiiHl  people. 


’’P. 


I don't  like  the  vis.y  your  schedule  is  opee^lng 


I had  noticed  t'-e  "lilds' r'^ar"  tltl?.  I'.'re  is 
nothing  wo  could  co  atx>ut  it — this  new  use  of  it  i'.ov  s that  it 
1.P  ft  ^co title,  as  we  al^/ays  thought. 


No  wonder  you  dreed 
letter  I Judge  11  is  to  last 

J ehould  be  gla-^ , b it  I 'o  not  hot  Jove 


t ' e rhotogra; 
only  one  day . 

that 


■or 


ro; 

yot 


your 
r sa'ces 
can  be 


done  nroperly  in  so  short  a tir.e.  As  for  the  script,  f-eion  ..ust 


approve  it  before  U.  le  used 
is  no  teHrln:5  rueh  about  it. 


It  mu"t  have  '•''Intlnctlor,  but  there 


he  exooct  to  be  at  111  fifth  before  f.ov.  10. 
Oopends  upon  th'’  weather.  If  the  ’.'ednes^ay  after  licction  bay 
le  good  - e may  start  down  tv,at  norning.  Ihe  ce'^palgn  has  booh 
sickening.  I -"'on't  see  how  a.ny  intelligont  person  can  t-ollow  it 
^'  ithout  reT^.i  1 sion , ■■e  are  fv*'lll  fo*"  yt  bul  '.'ill  koop  our 

fingers  crossed  un^ll  the  .^aet  mlnwto. 


.11  oh,  ruch  love. 


l?.l  TT-ifth  it.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
t ove  ber  18,  19 


Dear  I.enore, 

'iour  letter  came  two  or  three  days  ago,  but  I 
have  wnltcd  to  answer  it  until  after  I had  seen  the  girls. 

I met  them  yesterday  morning  when  returned  from  the 

•Mayo  Clinic,  the  first  time  1 have  seen  them  since  last 
"soring.  Helen  is  well,  ~olly  I am  worried  about.  V.’hen  she 
left  here  a ■'/reek  ago  she  was  tro'tbled  about  herself--f elt 
dizzy  and  "funny."  It  turns  out  t’lf-t  she  is  anemic  and  Dr. 
Dixon  is  giving  her  the  usual  liveh  treatment  and  planning 
to  hiavo  Zr.  tacy  follow  through  vrtLth  check-ups.  Polly  feels 
much  better  ‘■ban  she  did,  but  s 'xO  has  a rugged  schedule 
ahead  of  her.  V'ork  is  in  progress  on  a documentary  film  of 
Helen,  a nervous  business,  but  not  a terrific  lot  remains 
to  be  done — still,  there  won't  be  (time  or  energy  for  much 
else  un- il  it  is  over.  And  they  are  expecting  to  go  to 
South  iV.erlca  in  the  spring’. 

Ac  for  the  gift,  Polly-  says  return  it  to  her 
at  Arcan  Ridge,  'he  ■will  be  in  toh'ch  with  you  herself 
before  long- -as  soon  as  she  has  a chance  in  the  middle  of 
the  rst-race. 

e must  all  go  back  tp  the  problem  of  getting 
some  one  to  help  Polly,  a "Polly's  Folly,"  but  it  will  be 
very  difficult.  Polly  doesn't  want  it,  Put  as  Dr.  Dixon 
said  yesterday  v.-hen  he  called  me  from  Rochester  we  don't 
want  Helen  to  end  up  on  a roc’'.in;-^  chair  in  Texas.  He  says 
he  does  not  vr  nt  Polly  to  thlnlc  -thoy  are  worried  about  her 
and  that  in  fact  he  is  not — that  is,  not  very  much — but 
he  does  think  (as  we  all  do)  that  we  must  be  prepared. 

e came  back  from  Netf' iiarapshire  about  ten  days 
ago,  a very  'usy  ten  days  they  ha've  been,  and  I am  off  to 
Nevj  York  in  a little  vd'iile.  I ■didn't  wan^t  to  go  without 
giving  you  a report. 

Do  glad  you  are  fc  ,ling  well. 

Affectionately , 


t I ^ I 


Memorandum  for  Mr.  Harold  Strauss 
From  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 

To  begin  with  I grant  that  Mr.  Monsarrat  has  a valid  complaint 
against  fraud,  extravagance,  and  evil  In  the  collection  and 
administration  of  funds  for  the  handicapped.  I grant  that  his 
purpose  may  be  noble,  but  unless  I am  mistaken  he  is  himself 
hoping  to  make  money  out  of  the  deaf-blind  in  this  book.  It  is 
conceivable  (but  not  by  me)  that  some  good  might  follow,  but 
could  It  be  enough  to  make  up  for  the  damage  it  will  do  to  the 
work  for  the  blind,  the  deaf-blind  and  all  other  groups  that 
depend  upon  our  compassion? 

Something  must  have  happened  in  South  Africa  to  set  him  off — 
an  Incident  misunderstood  or  misinterpreted — or  it  may  be  that 
he  resented  Helen  Keller's  coming  to  South  Africa,  especially 
since  her  purpose  was  to  raise  money  for  the  non-European  blind. 
I think  he  could  not  have  been  more  unfortunate  in  his  choice  of 
a heroine.  In  the  sad,  neglected  ranks  of  the  deaf-blind,  "the 
loneliest  people  in  the  world"  Hiss  Keller  calls  them,  so  fevf 
have  reached  any  sort  of  distinction  that  there  is  only  one 
upon  whom  he  could  have  based  his  story.  "Helen  Kellers"  appear 
from  time  to  time,  but  none  remotely  comparable  with  Helen 
Keller  unless  the  fantastic  claims  which  the  Soviet  Union  makes 
for  Olga  Skorokhodova  are  true.  These  we  have  no  way  of  proving 
and  in  any  event  Olga's  life  has  taken  a different  course. 

There  is  no  Helen  Keller  Foundation  (like  the  Esther  Costello 
Foundation),  but  there  is  a Helen  Keller  Endowment  Fund  and  a 
Helen  Keller  Committee  for  the  Deaf-blind  under  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind.  Her  name  is  on  the  letter  head  of  this 
organization  and  is  used  and  will  be  used  in  various  other  ways. 
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3h,  ha.  bean  . bassar  alnaa  ah,  »aa  a chUa  ,h,n  ah.  turnad  awa, 
froa  bar  laaaona  rala.  a fand  for  th.  ad«a,lon  of  a daaf-bU«, 
boy  »bo.  thanha  to  bar.  bacaa,  lareal,  aalf-aupportlne.  Sh.  haj 
Ml^r  b^ivti  fnr  tmrfia1,f  and  ab.  has  hatad  tha  rola  to  an  axtant 
that  I think  Kr.  :;onaarrat  night  find  difficult  to  undaratand,  but 
aha  will  hold  out  bar  '■tin  cup"  (I  ,uota  froo  hr.  h.)  a.  long  aa 
a blind  person  who  needs  help  is  left  in  the  world. 

Anong  tha  unaavon-  dlrootors  of  tha  Esther  Co.tallo  Foundation  la 
a graat  lady  of  tha  Aaarlcan  thaatra."  Tha  .toarlaan  Founlatlon 
has  Kl.a  Katharln,  Comall.  hr.  honaarrat  nay  hava  ta ten  hla  cue 
fron  rias  halan  Hayas  and  tha  polio  foundation.  I an  mdlnad  to 
think  this  a shot  in  lha  dark,  hut  the  attack  on  Mas  Keller 
seems  to  me  deliberate  and  malignant. 

^;r.  Konsarmt  anphaaUas  Esther' a phyaloal  atrar.gth  and  baauty.  Thaaa 
qualities  ar,  rare  anong  tha  doaf-bUnd,  for  generally  th.  dlaaaa. 
or  accident  that  caunaa  tha  daafnaaa  and  bllndnaaa  ahattars  th, 

-St  Of  tha  ayatan.  Klaa  Kaliar'a  strength  has  alvaya  bean  one  of  bar 
sraataat  aaaota.  "Too  radiating."  I can  sea  hav  ana  who  heard  of  thl. 
radiance  at  aacand-hand  (or  aaan  one  who  saw  It)  could  regard  It 
*lth  outraged  dlabollaf.  roneoborlng  tha  darkness  and  allaoco  out 
^ Vhlch  It  springe.  But  It  la  spiritual.  It  la  perranant.  It  la  t«a 
. beautiful  ayaa  which  aaa„  to  look  at  you  ar,  tha  color  of  tho.a 
^loh  ware  ranoaad  long  ago,  hu,  tha,  ar.  not  real.  ,,l,a  Kall.r  u... 
sm  boeause  they  ara  leao  repugnant  than  anpty  aoekato. 

^.tb.r'a  "hldaoua  vole."  night  h.  that  of  alnoat  a^  paraon  barn 

* not  find  klaa  K.ll„.a  wale, 

unplaaaant,  but  I an  aacuotomad  to  It.  Hlaa  K.llar  eon.ldara  It  bar 
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grflatest  hancUcap  bocaua®  she  feels  that  she  could  have  done  so  much 
more  good  in  the  world  if  she  had  been  able  to  speak  In  tones 
agreeable  to  hear.  The  "frightening,  unco-ordlnated  speech"  la  bad 
reporting  on  inaccurate  listening.  "Which  was  now  being  trained  to 
ape  human  tones"  and  "which  she  now  produced  for  the  entertaim.ent 
of  the  public"  are  not  easy  to  forgive.  I would  as  soon  see  a cripple 
kicked. 

T^sther  was  a racket,  "but  basically  the  thing  was  on  the  level," 

Mr,  M.  says  after  describing  the  secret  signals  \ised  to  make  the 
platform  appearance  effective.  Miss  **-eiler's  response,  not  only  on 
the  platform,  is  so  quick  and  warm  and  alive  that  it  may  well 
seem  that  trickery  is  at  work.  It  isn't,  lliere  are  no  secret  signals, 

"The  end-result,  in  any  case,  Justified  all  this,  since  the  end-result 
was  money:  money  for  the  blind."  The  appalling  Implications  in  this 
sentence  need  no  comment. 

Mr.  Ilonsarrat  follows  the  broad  outlines  of  the  Helen  keller  story 
with  massive  Ignorance,  Ke  has  Esther  educated  in  Boston  at  the 
"local  Deaf-and-Dumb  Institute."  In  that  city  she  would  have 
gone  straight  to  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  ■ lind  which  has 
been  celebrated  for  its  work  with  the  deaf-blind  for  more  than  a 
htmdrod  years,  ever  since  hr,  Howe  taught  Laura  Lrldgman  here, 
the  first  deaf-blind  person  ever  to  bo  brought  into  coiiimunl cation 
with  the  seeing  and  hearing.  Miss  Hell®^  attended  this  school  for 
a while.  A little  more  study  might  have  informed  Kr.  V.  that  the 
word  "dumb"  is  not  \>Bed  except  in  the  most  backward  areas  and  by 
the  most  inconsiderate,  for  it  is  offensive  alike  to  the  blind  and 
the  deaf-blind. 

Teaching  the  deaf-blind  requires  such  a combination  of  labor, 
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sKlll,  Intelllsence,  and  devotion  that  :*r.  Robert  Barnett, 
director  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Is  of  the 
opinion  that  there  are  not  ten  people  In  the  United  States  capable 
of  It,  less  than  30  In  the  world.  Yet  Mr.  K,  asks  use  to  believe 
that  a quite  ordinary  woman  was  able  to  toss  11  off  In  four 
years.  He  says  it  took  work,  but  he  never  makes  us  feel  that  It 
did  and  his  grotesqueries  In  describing  the  process  are  so  numerous 
that  1 shall  not  go  Into  them  unless  you  want  me  to. 

The  xtraordlnnry  good  fortune  that  brought  together  Annie  Sullivan 
the  teacher  and  Helen  Keller  the  pupil  resulted  In  such  miraculous 
progress  that  after  the  first  wonder  people  turned  to  disbelief. 

That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  Miss  Keller  wont  to  Radcllffe 
Collage  where  no  favors  were  granted  and  where,  as  you  may  remember, 
she  graduated  cum  laude.  It  has  taken  her  nearly  a lifetime  to 
prove  that  she  Is  exactly  what  she  seems  to  be — and  apparently  she 
hasn't  succeeded  yet. 

One  other  source  of  misunderstanding  I should  not  think  worth 
mentioning  except  that  Mr.  Monsarrat's  emphasis  Is  on  money.  They 
"lived  at  a pitch  of  extravagance  which  endangered  their  reputation," 
Miss  Keliar  Is  given  the  royal  treatment  wherever  she  goes  and  the 
belief  Is  common  tnat  she  Is  very  well  to  do.  The  trith  Is  that 
even  today  she  depands  to  a large  extent  upon  the  capricious  bounty 
of  the  rich.  In  1919  she  felt  obliged  to  go  Into  vaudeville  to  earn 
enough  to  support  herself  and  her  teacher.  There  followed  an 
anguished  howl  that  she  was  making  a spectacle  of  herself,  but  she 
said  then  and  she  says  now  that  she  was  proud  to  make  her  bread  that 
way.  Money  never  poured  In  upon  her  as  It  did  upon  Ksther  Costello, 
though  It  may  have  seemed  so  to  Kr.  Monsarrat  In  South  Africa  whore 
t'-  response  to  her  appeal  was  most  generous. 
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I have  checked  .-ny  reactions  to  the  manuscript  \tlth  several  other 
people.  All  gave  me  violent  support  except  one,  Kr,  Robert  Bornett, 
a young  blind  man,  rather  Llncolnooquo  In  appearance  and  attitude, 
director  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  Ke  refused  to 
take  It  seriously — said  no  publisher  would  print  such  trash. 

1 know  this  Is  not  true,  Fr,  Konsarrat  has  been  too  successful  tiot 
to  find  a publisher  for  almost  anything  he  might  write.  I hope  you 
can  persuade  Mm  against  publishing  It.  I do  not  pretend  to  care 
what  happens  to  him,  hut  If  this  thing  comes  out  he  runs  the  risk 
of  allon4tlng  his  present  admiring  audience.  If  ho  insists  upon 
going  ahead  with  It  I hope  you  can  find  someone  cleverer  than  I,  some 
one  who  can  read  It  without  the  grief  and  anger  I feel,  to  show  him 
how  to  revise  It.  If  It  Is  published  as  it  8tr.nds--in  the  t^nlted 
States,  In  England,  cr  In  3outh  Africa— champions  will  rise  all  over 
the  world  to  defend  . iss  Aeller.  Alas,  that  at  this  late  date  It  Is 
possible  that  they  ralg^t  be  necessary. 


January  21,  1955 
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Random  quotes  hurriedly  copied  from  Nicholas 
"onsarrat  MS.  Was  afraid  I might  not  he  able  to 
keep  It  long  enou^  to  do  systematic  Job. 

16.  Cause  of  Esther  Costello's  deafness  and  blindness  'a  massive 
shock  to  the  central  nervous  system,"  according  to  the  doctor  from 
Dublin . 


-;monp  attemnts  at  cure  In  US:  X-rayed  head  & neck;  fed  her  strange 
meals-  took' out  2 wisdomg  teeth;  "gave  her  every  variety  of 
shock- therapy  that  had  yet  been  devised" ; "removed  a two-inch  circle 
of  the  dome' of  her  skull  and  wired  it  back  on  again  with  three 
millimetres  more  clearance";  psycho-analyzed  her  far  as  possible  without 
fccettlng  answers;  gave  her  chlcken-uoox  on  purpose,  measles  by  mistake; 
brought  her  temperature  down  to  3o;  made  her  blood  boll  v:ith  fever; 
thou^t  - f -wTrn-trthiWMiTitiffiffi  impregnating  her,  then  aborting  her  after 
3 months,  but  at  decided  she  was  too  young;  gave  her  an  induced 

orgasm  under  pentathol." 

Rape  by  Charles  Manlsty  restored  her  facultles--lo7 


59.  "local  Deaf-and-Durab  Institute"  Taught  Esther  fire, 

water,  and  mouth . V<ith  these  3 words  had  11  different  letters--took 
nearly  a third  of  a year  for  Esther  to  get  them,  "but  after  that, 
progress  was  a good  deal  quicker." 


71.  "developing  between  them  a kind  of  shorthand--the  letter  "R" 
for  "are",  "2"  for  "to"  "MT"  for" empty" 

92.  Took  4 years  to  complete  her  education  and  get  her  ready  for 
the  platform. 


94.  re  1st  public  appearance  on  platform.  "She  did  not  exactly 
play  up  to  this  audience,  but  she  consciously  included  them  in  w'hat 
she  was  doing;  there  was  in  her  manner  a certain  showmanship  v/hich 
her  more  percipient  friends  would  have  recognized,  oelle  Kanisty, 
they  would  have  said,  wasn't  missing  this  trick." 

Super-emotionalism  of  this  meetingi^  at  the  convent,  but  literary 
license  may  be  permitted  here. 


106  "sequence  always  the  same... a final  explosldn  of  feeling  when 
Esther  took  her  leave.  That  was,  naturally,  the  moment  when  the  hat 
went  round.  So  violent  a climax  had  to  be  given  relief... did  not 
really  matter  what  she  did , as  long  as  she  was  available  to  stand 
there  on  the  platf orm--deaf , dumb,  blind,  and  yet  on  the  other 
hand  young,  shapely,  and  beautiful." 


107.  Lived  comfortably--Mrs . manisty  felt  entitled  to  certain  luxury.. 
"True,  she  had  passed  a lot  of  the  money  on,  to  various  blind 
charities;  but  the  rest--and  that  was  plenty--was  still  there,  ^^in  the 
'fund.'"  "'needs  of  the  blind'  started  right  here,  at  home. 

111.  'L;irl  was,  thank  God,  strong  and  healthy .. .had  not  been  ill  for  a 
single  day,  even  during  the  moat  strenuous  tour."  Yet  previously  the 
statement  was  made  that  she  "needs  a special  diet  all  the  time  1 . 


1?3;t172.  "I  think  she's  a racket,  anyway... 

"Oh,  I don't  mean  a racket,  like  protection  ot  the  horses. 
The  a marvel,  and  she  makes  all  the  money  there  Is  -^or  the 

blind.  It's  Just--"  he  gestured  irritably  "it's  not  like  it  was  at 
the  beginning.  It's  too  organised,  too  much  of  a circus." 

"That's  what  brings  the  money  in-." 

"Sure,  but  it  isn't  Esther.  There's  too  much  stream-lining — 
managers,  press  hand-outs,  clubs,  uniforms,  those  lousy  dolls... 

And  then  the  meetings  themselves — it's  too  much  of  an  act,  all  the 
way  through.  Sure,  it  raises  money'.  But  she's  too  helpless,  too 
clever,  too  radiating.  Too  many  people  pay  to  come  in,  too  many 
people  cry... Of  course  it's  a miracle,  but  the  miracle's  been 
crov/ded  out  by  too  many  other  things--at  top  prices." 


139--handwritlng  "her  guided  hand  was  the  feature  photograph  on 
scores  of  front  pages.' 


133  "The  Foundation,  as  set  out  on  its  letter-headings  and  throw- 
away leaflets,  looked  good  from  every  angle  save  that  of  a chartered 
accountant.  The  Board,  in  addition  tb  the  Manistys  (who  remained  in 
full  control),  consisted  of  four  other  advis-\ory  members.  They  were 
a bachelor  earl,  somewhat  discredited  in  England,  whose  sexual  foibles 
were  not  yet  common  property  in  America;  a Massachusetts  bishop,  ill- 
advised  by  an  ambitious  chaplain;  a ranking  city  politician  who,  having 
been  Jailed  for  fraud,  commanded  a large  and  sympathetic  local 
following;  and  a great  lady  of  the  American  theatre,  over  whose  vrandering 
mind  Charles  hanisty  had,  at  some  crucial  moment  in  the  past, 
established  an  effective  hold." 


Esther  Costello  10  when  she  was  struck--  rescued  at  12. 

Mrs.  Manisty's  mixed  motives:  flattered  to  be  able  to  "wave^^that 
particular  wand,  and  to  ’nave  the  ability  taken  for  granted.  poor 
kid  due  for  a break."  X.Mev;spapers  would  not  miss  it.  Do  her  no 
hcrm  with  her  friends.  Strangers  already  admired  her.  "There  was  the^^ 
faint,  unacknowledged  pull  of  the  c’nild  she  had  never  borne  herself. 
She  was  deceiving  herself.  "She  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  motives 
were  mixed,  that  the  tapestry  of  her  goo^'-will  varied  tremendously,  ^ 
some  of  it  pure  gold,  some  of  it  shoddy.  But  did  it  matter  much,  if  in 
the  end  the  kid  came  out  the  better  for  it." 

46.  Fire  the  first  word.  NM  does  not  realize  that  to  read  the 
with  t’ne  fingers  three  points  of  contact  a'e  necessary,  'jjaber  HR  s 
first  word . 


"There  was  a signal  for  'Sit  up' , there  was  another  for  'Smile' ; 
there  was  one  for  'Laugh',  and  'Shake  your  head'  and  'Put  your 
arrj  around  me'... It  simplified  both  their  tasks,  to  a very  large 
extent .X 

"Of  course,  thought  Mrs.  I-ianisty,  it  was  a kind  of  dishonesty,  if 
you  looked  at  it  one  way,  since  these  reactions  of  Esther's  always 
appeared  spontaneous,  always  charmed  the  audience  to  distraction.  It 
was  immoral,  too,  on  a different  plane;  it  meant  treating  Esther  like 
a circus  animal,  showing  off  her  tricks,  putting  her  through  the  hoop 
while  the  crowd  gaped.  And  sometimes  Mrs.  Manisty  Improved  things  on  her 
own  accord,  making  up  what  Esther  was  supposed  to  have  said,  in  answer  to 
questions,  or  'translating'  her  remarks  to  suit  a particular  audience 
or  a particular  moment  of  emotion... 

"It  didn't  matter  much,  this  'presentation',  anyway.  In  fact, 
it  didn't  matter  at  all.  Basically,  the  thing  was  on  the  level.  She 
could  talk  to  Esther,  and  be  answered  by  her;  the  rest  was  simply 
a variation  on  their  joint  talents.lt  gave  the  audience  what  they 
wanted. . . 

"The  end-result,  in  any  case,  justified  all  this,  since  the  end- 
result  was  money:  money  for  the  blind.  If  one  thought  of  that  all  the 
time,  a little  manipulation  need  not  trouble  one's  conscience.." 


125.  After  Charles  Manisty 's  return  he  wishes  to  make  her  a world 
figure,  not  "simply  a home-town  celebrity."  Wants  national  & inter- 
national publicity  to  make  the  money  roll  in.  Mrs.  M.  had  kept  the 
money  in  her  ..ame . 


136.  Mrs.  M.  feels  that  the  appeal  of  EC  can't  go  on  forever  unless 
it  is  tied  to  soraething--"a  million-dollar  appeal  or  a hospital  for 
the  blind,  or  something  like  that."  "Big  but  vague"  CKas.  agrees 
"something  like  an  Esther  Costello  Foundation"  to  collect  money  for 
the  blind,  but  they'll  keep  the  allocation  in  their  hands. 

147.  Hollywood  promoter.  Jack  Letts--pimp.  mfgs.  dolls,  organizes 
Tapalong  Clubs,  etc.  Mrs.  K.  afraid  of  investigation--income  tax,  etc. 


160.  "he  (^as.  lived  (as  they  all  did)  at  a pitch  of  extravagance 
which  endangered  th':ir  reputation." 

Statement 

174.  OTiM  that  "there  vfas  much  that  would  never  be  set  down  in 

print"  --implication  that  same  is  true  in  the  IlK  story . 

176.  Jack  Petts,  the  pimp,  "did  put  in  a certain  amount  of  overtime 
as  Mrs.  Manisty' 8 lover." 


191.  "Of  course  Esther  Costello  sould  see,  hear,  and  speak.  That 
was  what  people  who  collected  vast  sums  of  money  on  the  plea  of 
being  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb,  could  inevitably  do.  It  was  the  nat^al 
second  naragraph  to  any  twentieth-century  charitable  hand-out.  (This 
after  Grant  had  told  his  editor  that  Esther  could  see  & hear. 


Garc^en  City,  New  York 
January  23,  1953 


Doarsst  Polly, 


The  Inclosed  is  shortened  more  than  It  seems  to 
he  at  first  glance.  My  type  Is  larger  than  Helen's  and  my 
margins  wider.  But  If  you  think  It  Is  still  too  long  I'll  have 
another  whack  at  It.  I know  the  occasion  will  be  thrilling.  The 
speech  Is  excellent . 

I have  accumulated  a terrific  backlog  of  things  to 
talk  about.  One  Is  Helen's  book  about  Teacher.  I'd  like  awfully 
to  see  her  make  another  try  at  it  and  some  time  before  you 
leave  or  very  soon  after  you  come  back  I want  us  to  have  lunch 
with  Ken  McCormick  at  Doubleday 's  to  discuss  this  and  various 
other  questions  concerning  Helen's  books.  No  use  doing  It, 
though,  until  there  Is  something  of  a lull.  I want  to  make  sure 
that  Ken  sees  the  Documentary — there  might  even  be  a book  In  It, 
primarily  a picture  book,  but  with  enough  text  to  tell  the  whole 
story . 


I hope  to  catch  a small  glimpse  of  you  at  t:  e Club 
on  January  29,  hut  If  I don't  appear  please  make  yourselves  at 
home. 


My  love,  as  always. 


Mr. 


and  Friends: 


It  Is  truly  a precious  token  of  appreciation  that  I have  been 
Invited  to  honorary  meJibershlp  In  the  World  Council  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind,  Affectionately  I thank  you.  When  I think 
what  the  Council  represents,  I am  filled  with  emotions  beyond 
utterance.  And  I am  overjoyed  that  the  United  *'‘atlons  Is  playing 
Its  part  In  this  wonderful  work. 

From  the  first  I have  had  great  confidence  In  the  power  of  the 
United  Nations  as  a champion  of  the  handicapped , ^very  Informed 
person  knows  that  the  only  way  to  make  human  beings  out  of  the 
crippled  or  any  other  unfortunate  group  is  to  remove  the  wide- 
spread prejudice  that  because  a man  Is  severely  curtailed  In  his 
physical  powers,  he  cannot  do  anything  well  or  attain  high 
efficiency.  The  principle  Is  being  established  that  through 
special  training  the  handicapped  are  to  become  members  of  normal 
society  Instead  of  remaining  a society  of  handicapped  persons. 
Experience  has  shown  that  herding  them  together  tHm®Hx±ax± 
Intensifies  the  regrettable  effects  of  their  infirmities.  Their 
environment  should  stimulate  them  to  develop  their  abilities  and 
acquire  strength  through  self-help. 

There  Is  another  great  need — ever  closer  cooperation  between 
the  United  i'latlons,  all  national  governments  and  the  volunteer 
groups  who  have  so  bravely  pioneered  the  field.  After  having 
witnessed  the  splendid  beginnings  of  work  for  the  blind  In 
Egypt  where  I saw  the  United  ^<atlons  and  the  Qovernment  laboring 
together  In  hermony , I believe  more  than  ever  that  all  friends 
of  the  handicapped  can  unite  for  their  rehabilitation. 


This  Is  no  time  for  dlscournsofr-ent  or  relaxation  of  effort.  It 
Is  true,  peoples  are  still  entangled  In  conflicts  and  prohlems 
Inherited  from  the  past,  but  they  have  glimpses  of  the  rising 
sun  of  brotherhood.  V.ben  its  spirit  shines  forth  In  all  its 
radiance,  we  shall  behold  a system  based  on  voluntary  association 
and  not  force,  a light  to  the  handicapped  of  the  earth.  Then 
shall  man  free  himself  from  ignorance  and  open  his  mind  to  the 
possibilities  of  a genuine  Civilization. 


New  York,  Feb.  9,  1953 


Adverse  Comments  on  Helen  Keller 


vA  o^.  2. '5'  I (9-b  3? 


From  ASM: 

p.  170.  "It  Is  easier  to  say... we  are  being  Imposed  upon..." 

p.  201-202,  Note  especially  the  quote  from  the  Imtlon  review  of 
"The  Story  of  My  Life." 

p.  226-227.  ^nger  at  "those  near  her"  when  Helen's  opinions 
are  unpopular. 

p.  2A 5-246.  Doesn't  hnow  what  she  is  talking  about — lives  in 
imagined  world. 

p.  256-237.  Miracle  and  archpriestess,  but  prejudice  still. 


^rom  Vestbrook  Pegler: 

See  his  column  for  Dec.  9,  1947.  My  copy  is  from  (he  local  ^asr^au 
Daily  Review  ‘^vtsr.  It  may  have  appeared  a day  or  so  earlier  in  the 
K.Y.  papers.  Jo  Davidson  took  Helen  and  Polly  to  the  Larry  Adler 
opening  at  Cafe  Society  Uptown,  Ed  Sulllva.n  carried  an  Iten  about 
it  and  Pegler  lashed  out  at  the  whole  group.  "Helen  Keller  is 
deaf,  dumb  and  blind  and  an  inveterate  attraction,  now  67.  She 
was  couimunlcai Ing  by  touch  long  before  Mr.  Sullivan  was  born.  She 
has  been  giving  these  demonstrations -^he  had  felt  Adler's  mouth 
ohgaijQ  in  public  for  more  than  fTfty  years.  She  knowingly 

chose  her  political  company  a long  time  ago.  No  news  here."  And 
he  reports  that  down  to  1943  she  had  been  cited  11  times  by  the 
Dies  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities, 


^rom  Edward  kagenknecht  in  a review  in  the  ::.Y.  Times  of  "Hark 
iwain,  a Portrait"  by  Edgar  Lee  Masters:  "He  Is  right  when  he  points 
put  .'•lark  Twain's  shortcomings  as  a critic — the  utter  absurdity  of  hi 
book  on  Shakespeare,  his  ridiculous  comparison  of  Helen  Keller  to 
Caesar,  Alexander  and  Napoleon..." 


Edwin  Booth  years  ago  refused  to  meet  her  because  he  was  afraid 
she  would  upset  him  too  much.  John  MacCormick,  about  to  sing  for  her 
rushed  out  of  the  room  and  was  never  seen  again,  not  was  any 
explanation  given. 

The  early  attitude  abroad  was  that  she  was  a gigantic  piece  of 
American  bluff,  hut  I can't  find  w?ere  this  was  printed,  if  at  all. 


Ill  Fl:^th  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  5,  1953 


Dear  Kr.  Strnaan: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter. 

Perhape  I was  unfair  to  Mr.  Monsarrat. 
I cannot  avoid  believing  that  Esther  Costello  is  based 
upon  Helen  Keller,  but  1 think  he  may  not  have 
intended  to  hurt  her — that  this  Is  Incidental  to  his 
general  attack  on  corruption  In  philanthropy . 

I think  that  In  the  beginning  I 
took  it  too  seriously,  so  far  es  Miss  Keller  Is 
concerned,  and  I feel  now  that  whatever  Injury  might 
result  from  the  publication  of  the  book  would" be  to 
the  author,  not  to  her. 

Mr.  Monsarrat  could  Improve  his 
position  by  certain  changes.  Let  him  keep  Esther  in 
a school  for  the  deaf — experts  recommend  schools 
for  the  blind,  but  the  poor  wretches  have  to  take 
what  they  can  get — but  let  him  move  it  out  of  Bos- 
ton. Esther  at  eight  already  had  language  (which 
Miss  Keller  at  nineteen  months  did  not);  this  meant 
that  she  had  to  recover  it,  not  to  acquire  it.  So 
far,  so  good,  but  it  would  help  if  she  were  a couple 
of  years  older  when  the  misfortune  strikes  and  from 
there  on  Kr.  Monsarrat  needs  to  do  some  homework  to 
make  a story  that  will  hang  together. 

But  no  matter  what  he  does,  so  long 
as  his  heroine  is  deaf  and  blind  and  raising  funds 
for  the  blind,  comparisons  with  Kiss  Keller  are 
inevitable.  Could  he  not  take  some  ono  else--say,  a 
girl  who  was  mutilated,  by  the  Nazis,  tongue  cut  out 
or  something  o-^  the  sort?  I know  of  a man  to  whom  this 
was  done. 


wuite  apart  from  Miss  Keller,  many 
other  problems  remain.  For  example,  after  the  violation 
of  Esther's  person  by  the  doctors  in  Boston  Mr.  Mon- 
sarrat invites  us  to  believe  that  she  was  cured  by  rape. 
If  ever  a girl  v;as  prepared  for  rape  she  was  the  girl. 

I felt  that  he  never  got  inside  Esther's  mind,  but  be 
writes  with  passion  and  produces  violent  reactions.  (I 
offer  myself  in  witness  of  this.) 

I have  not  told  Miss  Keller  and  Miss 
Thomson  about  it.  I shrink  from  giving  them  unnecessary 
pain  and  Just  now'  I soo  no  roason  to  do  so.  ; iss  Keller 
is  very  busy,  partly  with  a documentary  film  of  herself 


which  Katharine  Cornell,  Guthrie  .‘IcCllntlc,  Martha 
Graham,  and  other  friends  are  making,  and  partly  with 
getting  ready  for  a trip  to  South  America  In  behalf 
of  the  blind.  I have  told  there  friends  because  I felt 
that  they  ought  to  know  as  part  of  the  background  for 
work  on  the  film. 

It  dlstressec  me  that  I cannot  be  helpful  about 
the  revision  of  the  manuscript.  I appreciate  your 
attitude  and  I am  very  glad  that  the  thing  Is  In  your 
hands.  I wish  It  were  entirely  so. 

I need  not  add  that  I shall  bo  greatly 
Interested  In  further  developments. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Harold  Strauss 
Alfred  A.  Knopf  Inc. 
501  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  ’^Ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  13,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


Claire  has  two  things  In  this  article  that  are 
real  contributions  to  the  Helen  Keller  story:  her  eon's 
responee  when  she  was  chiding  him  and  the  visit  to  the  Rodin 
Kussum.  These  should  be  published  and  If  she  has  other 
anecdotes  th'-y  mlghi  be  added, 

I started  out  to  correct  the  Ms.,  but  when  I 
found  five  major  errors  on  the  first  page  I thought  It  was 
better  to  refer  It  back  to  her.  The  material  for  this  Is  In 
books  and  It  would  be  dreadful  for  It  to  be  Inaccuraie.  I am 
sending  you  for  her  a copy  o^"  the  AFB  leaflet  on  Helen  Keller— 
the  essential  Information  is  in  it.  But  I still  think  It  wcild 
be  better  for  her  to  write  her  personal  knowledge,  or  at  least 
to  emphasize  It,  In  the  article.  Whatever  she  does  she  must 
show  it  to  you  again  before  she  prints  It, 

Much  love. 


same  mall. 


Van  Wyck's  letter  goes  to  Mrs,  Davidson  by  this 


Garden  City,  y.arch  5i  1953 


Dearest  Folly , 


Seldom  have  I hated  more  to  make  a telephone 
call  than  the  one  yesterday  morning,  let  Helen  remember  that 
Socrates  said,  "No  evil  can  happen  to  a good  man,  either  In 
life  or  after  death,"  Ihe  whole  thing  Is  distressing  and 
unfortunate,  but  apart  from  the  pain  It  causes  us  personally 
I think  no  harm  will  come  to  you  and  Helen  because  of  It.  Maybe 
the  contrary. 


The  book  when  It  first  appears  will  attract  a 
great  deal  of  attention  because  of  Monsarrat's  gxBxt  enormous 
success  with  "The  Cruel  Sea."  V/e  ought  to  have  reports  from 
England  as  soon  as  publication  begins  there — London  News 
Chronicle  beginning  late  in  May  or  early  in  June.  Cassell  will 
follow  the  serialization  with  the  book,  probably  in  August,  and 
it  will  no  doubt  appear  in  this  country  in  the  fall.  The  general 
public  cannot  fail  to  connect  it  with  Helen  because  she  is  the  one 
deaf-blind  person  that  most  people  know,  but  they  may  not  realize 
that  she  is  the  only  one  of  whom  it  might  be  written.  At  any  rate 
it  is  all  out  of  our  hands  and  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  about 
it.  Knopf's  hand  is  forced  by  what  is  happening  in  England.  That 
puts  Konaarrat  in  a very  strong  position  and  if  Knopf  does  not 
bring  it  out  someone  else  will, 

I am  returning  Dr,  Foedlck’s  very  nice  letter  and 
am  sending  you  the  article  from  TIKE.  Be  sure  to  get  the  current 
Saturday  Evening  Post  and  read  the  article  by  Heifetz.  The  part 
about  Helen  is  towards  the  end, 

iN-ancy  is  apparently  going  to  stay  out  west  throu^ 
the  greater  part  of  March—wlll  go  on  to  San  Francisco  with  Kit 
— will  not  try  the  bxH  recording  until  then.  Kit  very  tired  and 
tense.  I had  sent  i^ancy  some  notes  on  the  script  and  she  agreed 
with  practically  everything  I said.  Nancy  is  after  all  boss. 

Nothing  would  ever  have  been  done  without  her.  Sometimes  she  seems 
to  be  rushing  ahead  madly,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  pinch  she  is 
always  ready  to  listen.  They  are  sending  the  film  to  Shute,  which 
is  a relief  to  me,  for  I had  been  afraid  that  they  would  not  take 
time  for  this.  No  one  is  more  anxious  than  i^'ancy  to  have  the 
picture  what  we  all  want  it  to  be. 

Keith  and  I will  be  away  only  about  two  weeks.  We 
can  bo  reached  on  Mar.  11-12  in  care  of  Mr,  Douglas  Rigby,  Sedona, 
Arizona.  Telephone  19,  via  Flagstaff.  Otherwise  we'll  be  travelling 
on  in  hotels  and  we  don't  yet  know  what  hotel  in  Las  V©gas.  We 
expect  it  to  be  a rich  and  wonderful  experience. 


Ky  love  always. 


Montsarrat  Feb.  1953 


From  Helen  after  f'olly  had  relayed  what  I had  tol^  her  about 
the  Konsarrat  book:  “ ner  a rout 

"I  have  just  heard  a summary  of  a book  about  a deaf 
over  which  I am  indignant  and  sick  at  heart.  After  fifty  vears°of 
Pbayer,  and  anxiety  vrhlch  I have  given  to  the  blind^and 
the  deaf  I com  ess  I do  not  ever  want  to  appear  in  public  acain 
Of  course  this  would  be  cowardly  in  me,  espLially  S God 

friends  everywhere  who  know  Folly  and  me 
intimately  and  have  seen  our  work  will  be  Invei  tn  mo  x 
the  light  and _^beauty  of  my  lif e^in  servx^e°lf  ot'SersI-se^mr^" 
threatened  I xind  it  hard  Indeed  not  to  be  discouraged  and  weak." 

As  a disaster  xHelen  compared  this  with  the  fire  at  Arcan  Rldste 
She  is  very  nurt.  Knopf  will  do  the  best  they  can.  K.  is  maklne:" 
extensive  revisions  and  Knopf  Intends  bringing  the  book  oSt  in 
such  a way  that  it  will  find  its  own  levelT  n!  one  knows  what  will 
happen,  but  we  hope  that  the  book  will  be  dismissed  as  a thine  of^ 
no  account.  If  it  should  prove  harmful  we  shall  teve  Jo  ngS® 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
I-!arch  f,  1953 


Dear  i^ancy, 


'I’hat  dreadful  book  of  Konsarrat's  Is  to  be^ln 
serialization  In  the  LONTX)K  NS^fS  CHR0NICL3  late  in  May  or 
early  In  Juno  and  Cassell's  Is  bringing  It  out  In  August. 

No  changes  have  been  oa 'o  and  Monsarrnt  is  outraged  that  any 
protests  should  come  from  this  country.  Claims  that  he  has 
the  greatest  admiration  for  Miss  Keller  and  actually  has 
the  effrontery  to  wish  to  dedicate  the  book  to  her'. 

At  this  point  of  course  I had  to  tell  the  girls, 

'^hey  are  very  Indignant.  Halen  says  it  Is  the  worst  thing  that 
has  happened  to  her  since  the  fire.  It  brings  up  all  the  old 
sorrows  of  the  days  when  so  many  doubts  were  entertained  about 
her  -'pnulneness . Folly  f -els  that  many  people  reading  the  book 
will  say,  "Aha,  that's  what  I always  thought,"  I !;avQ  tried  to 
tell  them  that  It  cannot  hurt  Helen  or  her  work  and  I hope  this 
Is  true.  The  situation  In  lihigland  Is  forcing  Knopf’s  hand.  I do 
not  yet  know  If  they  will  bring  It  out  over  here,  but  some  one 
undoubtedly  will.  It  will  receive  a groat  deal  of  notice  when 
It  first  appears — no  book  by  the  author  of  "The  Cruel  Sea" 
could  fall  In  this,  but  after  that  It  may  flop.  On  the  other  hand 
It  might  have  a sandalous  success.  At  any  rate,  the  damage  Is 
done.  Publishing  It  here  cannot  wound  Helen  and  Folly  In  their 
hearts  more  than  publishing  It  In  England  will.  Incidentally 
a lawyer  In  England  cleared  It  for  libel. 


There  was  one  aspect  of  the  script  that  Dick  and  I 
did  not  discuss  In  detail  until  the  day  ha^and  Helen  and  Folly 
and  I had  lunch  together.  This  is  that  more  needs  to  be  said 
of  Helen's  spiritual  strength  and  the  sources  from  »hich  It 
rises.  Every  morning  for  many,  mnny  years  she  has  begun  the 
day  by  reading  from  the  Bible,  usually  from  the  Isalms.  Her 
favorites  are  2J,  90,  98,  100,  "I  carry  with  me  on  my  walk 
what  I have  read,"  she  says,  "and  learn  to  understand  it  so 
much  better."  Dick  says  that  he  has  to  go  back  to  Arcan  Ridge 
for  some  more  shots.  At  that  time  I think  It  might  be  worth 
while  to  consider  one  of  Helen  at  her  desk  with  the  Braille 
Bible  open  before  her.  Or  It  could  be  that  a fragment  from  one 
of  the  Psalms  could  bo  read  In  Kit's  voice  as  Helen  goes  along 
the  walk. 


I feel  that  we  lost  a great  deal  In  leaving  out 
Helen  and  Gandhi,  Dick  says  this  Is  only  because  he  has  not 
found  a place  for  It,  It  shows  Helen  with  one  of  her  great 
heroes  and  It  shows  her  with  the  only  form  of  art  In  which  her 
enjoyment  Is  Independent  and  complete,  3he  follows  with  her 
bands  the  hands  of  the  creator  and  Jo  Is  not  the  only  oho  who 
has  thought  that  her  appreciation  Is  deeper  and  more  understanding 
than  that  of  the  sighted. 


I thought  the  film  of  Teacher  anfl  Helen  perfectly 
wonderfull  "Mandy"  showe  with  great  beauty  and  sensitivity 
the  tragedy  of  the  deaf  child.  I thlnlt  you  would  be  Interested 
If  you  have  a chance  to  see  It. 

And  when  I think  of  the  work  you  have  done'. I almost 
have  to  go  to  bed  with  the  fatigue  of  Just  thinking  about  It. 

I hope  you  are  basking  In  the  sunshine. 


Ky  love  f 


Garden  City,  New  York,  Mar.  28,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 

I think  this  Is  one  of  the  best  reports  Helen 
ever  turned  In  on  her  travels.  I have  very  few  sugvestlons. 

Page  1.  I think  it  is  Karl  instead  of  Carl  Meyer. 

Page  2.  Last  sentence  first  paragraph.  "Arab  lands." 
Not  inol’islvo  enough.  Cairo  follows  imniediately  and  Egypt  is  not 
an  Arab  country  thou^  it  has  I believe  a considerable  Arab 
population.  She  might  say  Mohammedan  countries  or  she  may  think 
of  something  better. 


The  query  about  Madame  Marzouk  is  yours. 

Page  5.  Don' t like  "marvelled  at  their  patience" 
when  she  la  watching  the  faithful  at  prayer.  Har^^ly  the  word 
to  use  for  one  presumably  in  communion  with  God.  Might  not 
"devotion"  be  better? 

Pago  6.  You'll  have  to  look  in  that  book  of  yours 
on  Egypt  for  thn  name  of  the  disease,  I can't  find  it  In  any 
of  my  reference  books. 

Last  line.  Again  "Arab."  Is  It  Inclusive 

enough?  Mohammedan? 

Pago  lA,  Second  line,  12th  line.  Arab  and  Arabic. 

Pago  19.  You'll  have  to  mark  the  places  for  the 
Inserts.  I can't  quite  figure  them  out. 

Page  26,  27.  I presume  "Goldie"  is  right.  I thought 
it  was  "Golda,"  but  anyway  they  probably  call  her  "Goldie," 

Fags  29.  'v^at  is  a "klbbuzlm"?  I can't  find  it 
and  think  It  should  be  explained.  Also  she  has  it  "kibbutzim," 
Which  Is  the  proper  spelling,? 

Page.  30.  If  Helen  is  using  Latin  it  should  be 
Dies  Natalis.  Natal  Day  in  English.  Jour  Natal  In  Trench, 

Page  51,  There  are  several  Orders  In  the  Legion 
of  Honor  and  Helen  should  specify  the  one  to  which  she  was 
admitted. 


The  AFB  no  doubt  has  your  schedule  and  will  check 
the  names  of  people  and.  places  for  spelling.  Otherwise  I think 
It  is  ready  to  A go  and  a very  fine  Job  It  Is  too. 


V-Tien  you  got  tho  movie  script  you  and  Helen  must  both  read 
it  slowly  and  carefully  for  Ins-ccuracles.  Many  have  alreadv 
been  Ironed  out,  but  tho  staterient  about  Braille  teaching  Lo 

t * lion  la  absurd.  I won't  say  more 

but  this  indicates  the  sort  of  thing  you  must  watch  for.  ’ 

I am  Inclosing  a revlov/  of  Dr.  Vlener's  autobiography.  Bis 
Is  one  of  the  great,  seminal  minds  of  our  day.  ^ ^ ^ 

^ in  t-ouchi  with  you  TtDofor©  Tu©sc^ifi.y, 

Meantime,  ever  and  always,  my  love, 


Garden  City,  Nev  York 
::nrch  30,  1953 


Dear  MIsb  ‘^elston: 


l-ilan  Thomson  sent  your  article  on  MIbb  Keller 
to  me.  She  anl  1 have  read  It  and  parts  of  It  have  been  spelled 
to  Kiss  Keller.  V.’e  are  agreed  In  our  conclUBlons. 

In  some  places  we  feel  that  you  have  caught 
the  essence  of  Kiss  Keller,  but  Hiss  Keller  objects  very 
strenuously  to  the  way  you  have  played  ducks  and  drakes  with 
the  quotations  from  her  books  and  I object  (and  so  would  my 
publisher)  to  the  passage  that  you  have  lifted  from  "Anne 
Hulllvan  i'.acy"  wl’hout  quotation  marks  or  credit. 

A title  I bellovo  car;not  be  copyrighted, 
but  Miss  Keller  would  prefer  that  you  choose  another. 

, ''four  interpretation  of  Mias  Keller's  reaction 

to  ohaw  a remark  la  soiaei^hat  at  variance  with  what  she  herself 
said  In  her  Journal. 


_ Compare  what  you  say  at  the  bottom  of  page 

3 With  what  you  say  at  the  bottom  of  page  6.  "'he  latter  Is 
more  true. 


Where  did  you  get  the  Madison  Square  Garden 
story  on  page  Av  Kiss  Keller  certainly  did  not  lose  control  of 
herself.  "/vll  of  her  knowledge  has  come  from  her  hands." 

You  forgot  smell  and  taste  and  the  tactile  sense,  but  it  Is  true 
that  most  of  her  knowledge  comes  from  her  hands. 

kiss  Thomson  says  that  nearly  every tblng  about 
untrue— they  did  not  even  fj.y  to  Camascus  and  the 
eight  schools  you  mention  were  opened  In  Cairo,  not  Damascus. 

^ i-iisB  Sullivan  was  not  able  to  see  clearly  when 
she  went  to  Alabana  and  she  h<id  more  education  than  !!  earning  the 
manu^  alphabet  and  r.rallle.  Ihe  Forkins  Institute  la  an 
excellent  school  and  ore  loft  It  with  what  would  probably  be 
about  equal  to  what  a modern  pupil  would  have  at  the  end  of 
JurdLor  Hlgli  School. 


- ^ There  are  other  inaccuracies,  but  I won't  go 

rurther.  -.Iss  Keller  and  ..iss  Thomson  will  not  be  able  to  see 
you  before  you  leave  for  South  America  whatever  you  do  about 
xne  article  will  have  to  be  done  on  your  own  responelblllty , 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


N6  H 


Ids  Ethel  Dolston 

700  Riverside  "rive,  New  York  c\. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  Hew  York 
April  1,  1953 


earest  Polly, 


As  usual  the  speeches  are  very  good,  but  olnco  they 
are  even  more  meaty  than  usual  they  are  extremely  hard  to  out. 

I have  made  a few  suggestive  marks  on  them,  but  as  we  Just' 
agreed  !-:r.  Neff  is  the  one  to  make  the  final  decision.  He  knows 
Helen,  he  knows  the  technique  of  spaaklng  and  how  it  operates 
with  an  interpreter,  he  :cnows  the  audience  and  it  may  well  bo 
that  Vie  will  want  to  keep  the  speeches  exactly  as  they  aro. 

Yesterday  was  wonderful,  but  it  did  seoiti  to  me 
to  flash  Viy  in  glimpses.  We  simply  haven't  seen  one 

another  this  winter  and  tne  minute  I leave  you  and  Helen  I 
think  of  a thousand  things  I wanted  to  talk  about. 

Take  it  easy  now,  Polly.  You  have  the  situation 
well  in  hand — clothes  ready,  speeches  off  to  a fine  start, 
dentist  on  schedule — don't  let  yourself  get  too  tangled  up  with 
social  engagements.  Remember  you  are  not  free  until  you’ve 
worn  all  the  spots  off  that  leopard  coat. 


Much,  much  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  2,  1953 


DearftRt  Folly, 


Under  eeparate  cover  I am  aendlns  you  a copy 
of  Lawrence  Lee's  "Prometheus  in  Pittsburgh."  He  sent  one  for 
Helen  too,  but  I am  keeping  it  until  t.iss  Loges  puts  it  Into 
Braille.  I won't  try  to  do  it  now  because  Helen  won't  have 
time  to  read  it  until  her  return  from  South  America  and  also 
I want  to  leave  t»^e  tracks  clear  for  the  script  when  ^'^ancy 
sends  it. 


In  the  same  package  goes  "The  Devil  Hides 
Outside."  I couldn't  read  it,  tliou^  I tried  hard,  and  I 
doubt  if  Jimmy  Adams  has  read  it,  but  he  must  have  been 
greatly  impressed  by  tho  persomillty  of  the  author. 

The  TIKS3  I think  doss  a better  job  on 
photographs  than  the  Ai',  but  some  of  those  on  the  A?  sneet 
are  very  good. 


TTie  letter  to  Miss  Hill  is  very  easy  to  v;rlte. 
Interesting  how  this  business  of  a film  of  Kelon  keeps  coming 
up. 


Tell  Helen  that  I shall  think  of  her  on  Londay 
morning  when  I am  at  my  dentlstk,  I expect  a fairly  long  siege 
too . 


Very  much  love  to  you  both, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  2,  1953 


Dear  Mias  Hill : 


I 1b8  Helen  Keller  has  aaked  ice  to 
reply  to  your  very  Interesting  letter  of  March  26 
becauEG  aha  is  in  the  throes  of  getting  off  to 
South  America  on  a tour  in  behalf  of  the  blind  of 
that  continent. 


,,  motion  picture  of  Mias  Keller's 
life  is  now  in  progress  and  is  expected  to  be 
ready  for  releaao  in  the  late  summer  or  early  fall. 
It  is  a docuitentary  film  and  all  who  have  worked 
on  it  hoped  and  believe  that  it  will  show  the 
spiritual  values  which  are  so  important. 

Miss  Keller  asks  me  to  thank  you  for 

your  interest. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
(Attorney  for  Helen  Keller) 


Mies  Jeannette  Hill 
llA  Main  St, 
Ridgefield 
Connecticut 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Nev  York 
April  7,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 

I think  all  these  speeches  are  good.  The  question 
is:  are  they  too  long?  and  I think  Kr.  Neff  is  the  one  to  give 
the  ansvfer.^I  have  made  a very  few  marks  on  them  and  you  and 
Helen  may  want  to  erase  those. 

I will  write  Mr.  Eager  of  course,  but  I \'fill 
wait  until  after  we  have  talked  with  Mr.  Boulter.  Meantime  you 
might  drop  him  a note  saying  that  you  are  turning  the  correspondence 
ovfr  to  me  since  it  will  be  so  difficult  to  keep  in  touch  with 
you  and  Helen  while  you  are  in  South  America.  If  the  thing  can 
be  killed  in  England  I think  it  can  be  killed  here,  wonsarrat  is 
small-minded  and  Jealous  (recently  I read  a comment 
war  novels)  and  I think  more  and  more  that  he  is 

^Sn^to  be  hurt  by  this  book  of  his.  We  can  b-ut  wait  and  the  next 
big  step  is  to  have  the  people  in  England  read  it. 

Those  lists  of  the  ten  greatest,  the  ten  best  dressed 
and  all  the  others  are  always  slightly  ridiculous.  Tbe  tfn  greatest 
are  usually  the  ten  who  have  been  having  the  moot  publicity,  but 
anyhow  it  was  nice  to  see  Helen  among  them.  I + 

my  own  list  of  the  ten  greatest  and  found  myself  hard  put  to  it. 

I’ll  be  telephoning  you  before  you  get  this  and  I 
shall  see  you  before  long. 


Much  love,  as  always. 


Memorandum  on  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello"  by  N.  Monsarrat 
From  Nella  Braddy  Henney 


SYNOPSIS;  Four  children  playing  in  a basement  in  Ireland  dig 
up  a bomb  which  had  been  buried  many  years  earlier.  The  explosion 
that  follows  kills  three  of  them  and  renders  the  fourth  deaf 
and  blind  and  unable  to  talk.  This  is  our  heroine,  Esther 
Costello . 

For  the  next  few  years  she  lives  below  the  level  of  a beast, 
unkempt  and  neglected.  Then  a viealthy  Mrs.  Manlsty  arrives  from 
the  United  States  to  visit  the  home  of  her  ancestors,  learns 
about  the  child  and  undertakes  to  rescue  her. 

The  resources  of  the  medical  profession  are  called  upon  and  the 
melodramatic  nature  of  the  story  may  be  Judged  in  part  by  the 
efforts  of  the  doctors.  They  give  Esther  every  variety  of  shock 
treatment,  remove  a piece  of  her  skull.  Inoculate  her  with 
chickenpox  on  purpose,  with  measles  by  mistake,  decide  to 
impregnate  her  artificially  and  abort  her  after  three  months 
but  conclude  that  at  14-|-  she  is  too  young  and  give  her  an 
induced  orgasm  under  pentathol.  After  this  violation  to  her 
person  we  are  asked  to  believe  some  years  later  that  the  shock 
of  being  raped  by  Mrs.  Manisty's  husband  is  enough  to  restore 
her  sight  and  hearing'. 

Mr.  Monsarrat  knows  very  little  about  the  education  of  the 
deaf  or  the  blind.  Esther's  moves  forward  quickly  and  un- 
convincingly and  in  four  years  she  is  ready  for  the  platform, 
radiant  and  appealing.  The  superemotionalism  of  the  meetings 
discharges  itself  in  rivers  of  money  that  pour  in  from  the 
audience  for  the  blind. 

From  the  beginning  there  is  some  degree  of  shoddiness  and 
trickery  in  the  handling  of  Esther,  but  the  great  corruption 
does  not  get  under  way  until  Mrs.  Manisty's  husband  return* 
to  take  control.  The  Esther  Costello  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
is  established,  high  pressure  salesmanship  and  advertising 
are  employed  and  Esther  is  made  into  a world  figure  through 
a number  of  successful  tours  abroad  in  behalf  of  the  blind. 
Including  one  which  takes  her  to  Johannesburg.  Money  is 
indeed  given  to  the  blind,  but  Manisty's  idea  is  that  charity 
begins  at  home.  Much  of  it  is  kept  and  Esther's  entourage 
"lived  at  a pitch  of  extravagance  which  endangered  their 
reputation. " 

The  racket  is  so  profitable  that  they  cannot  bear  to  give  it 
up  after  Esther  regains  her  sight  and  hearing.  They  persuade 
her  that  for  the  sake  of  the  blind  she  must  let  no  one  know 
that  she  is  cured.  They  call  in  a disreputable  physician  who 
makes  her  look  blind  (they  even  consider  making  her  blind  in 
truth)  and  the  show  goes  on. 
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Memo  on  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello" 


A Boston  reporter  discovers  the  fraud  and  decides  to  abduct 
the  girl  with  whom  he  is  now  in  love  and  make  the  whole 
thing  public.  Mrs.  Manlsty  learns  of  the  plot,  knows  that 
its  success  would  mean  ruin  for  her,  and  that  night  Esther 
dies  of  an  overdose  of  sleeping  pills.  This  leaves  the 
cause  of  the  blind  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Manlsty,  the  weakest 
and  in  some  ways  the  most  evil  of  the  unsavory  group  around 
Esther. 


COMMENTS;  Mr.  Monsarrat's  American  publishers,  Alfred  Knopf 
Inc.,  immediately  recognized  the  possible  harm  in  the  manuscript 
and  sent  it  to  me.  I read  it  with  horror  and  checked,  my 
reactions  with  several  others  who  know  Helen.  They  gave  me 
violent  and  unanimous  support  except  for  one  man  who  said  that 
no  publisher  would  print  such  trash. 

Before  reaching  a decision  Knopf  wrote  to  Monsarrat  who  replied 
in  great  annoyance.  He  professed  the  deepest  admiration  for 
Helen  Keller  and  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  wished  to  dedicate 
the  book  to  her.  (Needless  to  say  Helen  rejected  this  Indignantly.) 
He  claims  that  his  story  is  not  based  upon  Helen's  life,  but 
since  she  is  the  only  deaf-blind  person  who  ever  lived  upon  whose 
life  it  could  be  based,  this  seems  a little  thin.  He  said  that 
no  question  of  libel  had  been  raised  in  England  and  that  "Esther" 
was  to  be  published  as  a serial  by  the  London  News  Chronicle, 
as  a book  by  Cassell. 

This  made  publication  in  the  United  States  inevitable,  if  not 
by  Knopf  by  some  one  else.  Knopf  has  persuaded  Mr.  Monsarrat  to 
make  a number  of  revisions,  but  I think  no  revisions  will  help 
much  so  long  as  the  heroine  remains  deaf  and  blind  and  raises 
money  for  the  blind  and  told  Knopf  so.  As  of  now  they  are  going 
ahead  with  it,  but  they  are  not  happy  about  it  and  if  the  book 
can  be  stopped  in  England  I feel  sure  that  they  will  reconsider. 

If  not  I think  we  are  fortunate  that  it  is  with  Knopf  instead 
of  with  one  of  the  less  scrupulous  houses.  They  plan  to  bring  it 
out  in  a dignified  way  without  fanfare  and  let  it  find  its  own 
level . 

It  is  possible  that  the  critics  will  dismiss  it  as  of  small 
account.  It  is  possible  that  a libel  suit  here,  with  the 
situation  unchaged  in  England,  might  be  the  very  thing  needed 
to  give  the  book  a popular  success.  What  happens  here  must 
depend  in  some  measure  upon  what  happens  there. 

The  personal  hurt  to  Helen  Keller  we  cannot  help.  That  damage 
is  already  done.  ’/Oiat  the  public  hurt  to  her  might  be  we  cannot 
know.  I think  she  will  be  able  to  ride  out  the  storm,  but  in 
any  event  she  does  not  consider  this  of  the  first  Importance. 

VHiat  she  dreads  is  the  injury  it  might  do  to  the  cause  of  the 
blind . 
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Memo  on  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello" 


I am  too  close  to  Helen  emotionally  to  trust  my  ludKment 
on  this  manuscript,  but  I cannot  believe  that  it  will  be 
taken  seriously  as  literature.  The  blg-clrculation  slick 
magazines  in  this  country  have  all  turned  It  down,  not  I 
understand  so  much  because  of  the  danger  of  libel  as 
because  of  its  general  unpleasantness.  Too  much  of  a horror 
story. 


I have  no  doubt  that  Helen  Keller  was  the  starting  point. 

Mr.  Monsarrat  was  in  Johannesburg  when  she  was  there  and 
probably  saw  her.  All  I can  say  for  him  is  that  I think  he 
has  no  real  comprehension  of  what  he  has  done.  All  I can 
hope  is  that  whatever  harm  may  come  from  the  book  will  be  to 
him  and  not  to  Helen  Keller  and  not  to  the  blind. 


April  14,  1953 


I ' 


COMMENTS  ON  HELTON  KELLER  SCRIPT 


April  18,  1953 


No  trouble  about  Cliaplin.  They  admire  him  very  much. 

There  are  two  places  where  Teacher  as  the  guiding  light  might 
come  in.  One  is  at  the  time  of  her  death,  the  other  irat  fh« 
end  Of  the  film  Polly  should  be  Included  in  1?  I poLlbiluy 
might  be--page  11--:  Polly  Thomson,  warm,  devoted  well- teal no/S 

Helen  s side.  (Not  Teacher  s place;  no  one  could  take  that.  "The 
war  years  found  her  and  Helen  going  up  and  down,  etc  following 
always  the  light  of  Annie  Sullivan^s  beam."  The  presentness  of”^ 
Teacher  with  them  could  not  be  overstressed.  After  "Helen  Keller 

3uiu,s  Soiir' 

Page  2.  Helen's  speech.  "You  must  remember  she  has  not  heard  a 
spoken  word  nor  seen  lips  forming  one,  besides..."  Fei=n  did 

^5  months  and  Teacher  always  felt  that 
this  was  very  Important.  The  last  word  that  Helen  lost  was  "wah-wah" 
for  water  and  "water"  was  the  first  .word  she  got  back.  I su  JestT 

present  tense— "she  does  not^ear"  — 
bflo  ^ that.  He  suggested  "in  her  remembered  life,  she 

has  never  heard  a spoken  word  or  seen  lips  forming  one." 

London  Nursery  School  and  about 

tht  Qo?eTOor’5'’«aMlo“ 


1953*^^’  Garden  City,  New  York 


Dear  Mr . Sagar : 

Polly  Thomson  has  asked  me  to  get  In  touch 
with  you  about  the  distressing  situation  which  has  risen 
from  the  impending  publication  of  "The  Story  of  ’^stbor 
Costello  by  Nicholas  Honaarrat , 


Helen  and  I have  had  a lonp;  talk  with 

“ “PJ  »*■  ‘he  »Smo?a*du“ 

Which  I inclose  with  this  for  you.  By  the  time  it  reaches 
you  I hope  you  will  have  had  an  opportunity  to  road  the 
manuscript  yourself,  in  which  case  you  can  skip  the  first 

memorandum  and  read  only  what  follows  the  sub-head 


Helen's  and  Polly's  friends  here  are  willing 
to  do  anything.  Our  difficulty  is  to  act  wisely.  I will  k^p 
you  abreast  of  what  happens  here.  Erie  is  more  or  less  in 
charge  at  this  end  and  he  too  will  communicate  with  you. 

, . It  seems  so  dreadful  that  this  great  sorrow 

should  come  to  Helen  after  more  than  fifty  years  of  devoted 
labor  for  the  blind.  What  troubles  her  most  is  not  herself 
but  the  possibility  of  harm  to  her  life  work.  I hope  it  can 
be  averted. 

Please  call  on  me  for  anything  you  think  I can  do. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  \l.  McG.  Eagar 
Spange  Hawe 
Ewhurst,  Surrey 
England 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  21,  1953 


Dear  Kr,  Brooks, 


Polly  has  asked  me  to  send  you  a copy 
of  the  memorandum  I sent  to  Kr.  Sagar  in  England.  A 
copy  has  also  been  given  to  Eric  Boulter  who  is  head  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind.  He  is  trying 
to  get  a copy  of  the  manuscript  from  Knopf. 

If  anything  I have  said  is  not  clear  in 
the  memorandum  I am  at  your  service.  I am  at  your  service 
anyway . 


Brooks,  I am 


With  warm  remembrances  to  you  and  Mrs, 
Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Van  Wyck  Brooks 

Bridgewater 

Connecticut 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Nev/  York 
April  21,  1953 


Dear  Kr.  Marks: 

I am  sorry  for  the  delay  In  setting  In 
touch  with  you  with  regard  to  Miss  Gall  Hodklnson^s 
letter  to  rae  of  April  10,  but  because  of  my  responsibility 
to  Mias  Helen  Keller  I vrlshed  to  have  a lawyer  go  over  the 
proposed  agreement.  He  made  only  one  suggestion  which  Is  marked 
In  pencil  on  the  copy  that  I Inclose.  I should  like  It 
incorporated. 


Also  I wish  a separate  agreement  for  Miss 
Keller's  books  and  I wish  the  payments  dervled  from  them  to 
go  to  her  Instead  of  coming  to  me.  I have  the  authority  to 
sign  tho  agreement  for  Miss  Keller,  but  if  she  la  still  In 
this  country  I will  have  her  sign  It.  Please  send  both 
agreements  to  me. 


Very  truly  yours, 


(Nella  Braddy  Kenney) 


Mr.  Joseph  Marks,  Vice  President 
Doubleday  & Company 
575  Madison  Ava. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  25,  1953 


">ear  Mr.  Marks: 


The  Inclosed  agreements  concerning  certain 
rights  to  my  book  ANNK  S'JLLIVAK  KACY  and  various  books  of 
Helen  Keller's  seem  perfectly  satisfactory  and  I am 
returning  signed  copies  In  accordance  with  your  Instructions, 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Nella  Braddy  Henney) 


Hr.  Joseph  Marks,  Vice  President 
Doubleday  & Co. 

575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 
New  York 


April  2I4,  1953 


roubledsy  & Conspany,  Inc. 
575  kadi  son  'voxiue 
Kew  York,  Sew  Yot4c 

■'•ntlenent 


This  will  confirm  our  a;;3*eem®nt  as  follows: 

1,  I hereby  grant  and  assl^ii  to  Do;iblcday  i; 
Company,  Inc.,  its  successors  and  saai'ns,  absolutely  and 
for©. or,  .ho  exolusi.e  sml  entire  draaiatle,  tnotion  picture, 
radio  end  tolovislon  rights  in  atie  to  the  following  work: 

Ai4Sa  SULLIVAN  MACY  by  Nell*  Braddy 

hereby  fully  w«t'  e.ntin^  lay  oxcIusIy©  and  um'ostrloted 
ownership  of  said  rights. 

2.  -)n  any  disposition  or  exploitation  of  said 
rights  by  you,  you  a.-ree  to  pay  to  ne  90,^  of  the  net  ::>rooeeds 
received  by  you  from  such  diapoeltion  or  exploitation.  All 
payuonta  shall  be  nade  to  Sre.  Nells  3raddy  Ilenney  at 

111  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  L,I,,  Bow  Yorft,  in  accordance 
with  your  customary  accountinr  proeaduros. 

You  may  indicate  your  accoptance  of  the  foref.;olng 
by  ©xocutiai  a carbon  dxipllcato  ’neroof  in  the  space  provided 
and  mailing  the  seme  to  ' rs.  'iells  Preddy  Henney  at  the 
address  above  given. 


Very  truly  youra. 


K^ella  ’raddy  Benney 


( L.  S. ) 


Accepted: 


DOLBL.'XAY  St  COkf.tFY,  INC. 


April  2U,  1953 


l‘i0ubled«7  * Cosxfmxijt  In«« 
575  X«dl»on  Avomio 
)?•»  Tork,  5**w  Yortt 

•ntl«n*m 


Thl»  will  <tonfli*»  o\ir  as  follows t 

1.  I boroby  ^rant  and  aaalf^n  to  iJoubladsy  Ai 
Coapan/f  loe.«  Its  sueoossors  and  S8«i;.,ns«  absolutaly  and 
foravorf  ths  axcluslvs  and  sntlra  drametief  ootion  plcturs« 
radio  and  tolsvislon  rlj^hta  in  and  to  ths  followlnf;;  woidti 

A«2IS  STJLLIVAH  K*CY  by  Holla  3paddy 

horoby  fully  warrant  In,'  tuy  oxcluslvo  and  imrostricted 
ovnorship  of  said  rl(hts« 

2.  On  any  disposition  or  exploitation  of  ssid 
rights  by  you*  you  si-ree  to  pay  to  me  9Ch?  of  the  net  proceeds 
received  by  you  frost  such  dlapoaition  or  exploitstion*  All 
paymenta  shall  be  nsds  to  $tra«  ?^ella  rh*addy  llenney  at 

111  Fifth  Street*  Oardsn  City*  L*l»*  New  Yortc*  in  accordsnoe 
with  your  oustomary  aocountinp  procedures* 

You  may  indicate  your  eeoeptanee  of  the  {or^t^oing 
by  cxsoutin,  a carbon  duplicate  hereof  In  the  space  provided 
axu!  mailing'  tha  same  to  vro*  Helle  *raddy  nenoey  et  tlvs 
address  above  Riven* 


Very  truly  yours. 


I U S.  ) 

l^ella  ^rmddj  ilenney 


Acoeptedt 

DObhL®AY  h COUPJipy,  ijk:. 


April  2k,  1953 


~oubl*dpy  & Com^flxiy,  Inc, 
575  Kadi son  Avenuo 
Sew  York,  Sew  York 

Gentlenen: 


This  will  confirm  our  arreemnt  aa  followa: 

1,  I hereby  grant  and  asBifTa  to  Doubloday  k 
Company,  Inc.,  its  successora  and  essi;  n»,  absolutely  and 
forever,  the  axcluaive  and  entire  dramatic,  motion  picture, 
radio  and  television  ri'-iits  in  and  to  the  following  worke: 

THL  STO'^Y  0?  l?y  LIFE  by  Helen  Keller 
HELEN  KELLE.l’S  JOHHNAL  by  Helen  Keller 
L'iT  HS  HAVi.  FAITH  by  Helen  Keller 
«IDST=?i'.A:-<t  »Y  LATSH  LIFE  by  Helen  Seller 
OUT  OF  DARK  by  Helen  Keller 

hereby  fully  warrantln r my  exclusive  and  unrestricted 
ownership  of  eald  rights. 

2.  On  any  disposition  or  exploitation  of  said 
rights  by  you,  you  agree  to  pay  to  me  90?:'  of  the  net  proceeds 
received  by  you  from  such  disposition  or  exploitation.  All 
payments  shall  be  made  to  Kiss  Helen  Keller,  o/o  Mrs,  Nella 
Hraudy  fienney  at  111  Fifth  Street,  Carden  City,  L. I.,  Hew 
York,  in  accordance  with  your  customary  acco*jntln,."  procedures. 

You  may  indicate  your  acceptance  of  the  foregoing 
by  executing  a carbon  duplicate  hereof  in  the  space  provided 
and  joalling  the  same  to  Miss  Helen  Keller,  c/o  Krs.  Nella 
3raddy  Henney  at  the  adtlrese  above  given. 

Very  truly  yours. 


(L.3. ) 


Accepted* 


rOUBDCDAY  it  COMPANY,  INC. 

n 


oseph  KarVa 
Vice  President 


April  2I4.,  1953 


'.oublcday  4 Co«r>any»  Ine« 
575  JmdlBon  Av*nu* 

N«w  York,  N*w  York 


G«ntlaoent 


ThlB  will  conflm  our  «*r»«5nant  &a  follows: 


1,  1 horwby  c***nt  and  caaiyn  to  Doublodoy  h 

CoHq>*ny,  Inc.#  its  ouccoaoorB  and  assl  -ns#  abaolutely  and 
forover,  tho  axelualre  mod  antlro  dramatic,  motion  plctxire, 
radio  and  tclavlalon  rl*Ma  In  and  to  tho  following  works: 


the;  STOIY  OF  MY  hlTH  by  Halon  Kellar 
HELEH  KELLE-T’S  JOVmKL  by  Holon  Kallor 
LET  \JS  EAVi.  FAITH  by  Holan  Keller 
VimiRLAHt  MY  LATSS  LIFS  by  Helen  Keller 
OUT  or  TIT.  DARK  by  !^elen  Keller 


hereby  fully  warvantin;  my  exclusive  and  unrestricted 
ownership  of  said  riphta. 


2,  On  any  disposition  or  exploitation  of  said 


rlfhts  by  you#  you  a?, re©  to  pay  to  me  90>i  of  the  net  proceeds 
received  by  you  from  B\ioh  diaposltion  or  exploitation.  All 
payments  shall  be  made  to  Kias  H4»len  Keller#  0/0  Mrs.  E^ella 
araddy  Henney  at  111  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City#  L.I.,  New 
York#  in  aeeordanoe  with  your  customary  accoimtin  procedures. 


You  msy  indicate  jovcr  acceptance  of  the  forejr.olng 


by  exeeutlnf.  a carbon  dx^»licate  hereof  in  the  space  provided 
and  mailin?  the  same  to  Miss  Helen  Keller#  e/o  Vj*s.  Nells 
3raddy  Henney  at  the  address  abovs  given. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Accepted: 


rOTTBrj.;DAY  li  COM? AWY,  IWC. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  29,  1953 


Dear  Krlc, 


Here  are  the  carbons. 

Apropos  of  Mr,  Monsarrat  thln.clng 
he  la  being  purauod  thore  la  a good  question 
to  ask.  'Aliat  Is  he  running  from?  In  other 
words,  why  doesn't  hs  stop  and  look  us  In 
the  eye?  I wasn't  bright  enough  to  think 
of  It  this  morning  when  I was  talking  \vith 
Mr,  Strauss. 


Inceraly , 


Kr,  3rlc  Boulter 

A-TJerican  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11,  N,Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Oari«n  City,  New  York 
April  29,  195? 


Dear  Mr.  Brooks, 


I have  had  a nlffht  to 
think  It  over  and  have  had  further  con- 
versation with  AT,  Strauss.  ..j  conclusion 
is  that  those  excerpts  which  I gave  you 
must  not  at  t'ols  time  he  circulated  among 
the  organizations  working  for  the  blind, 
nor  at  any  time  unless  I give  permission. 

I don’t  ask  you  to  keep  them  confidential 
because  I know  you  will  be  dlscroet  and  I 
trust  your  Judgment. 

The  house  of  ;.vnopf  is 

having  its  own  troubles  with  Mr,  Monaarrat 
and  the  situation  Is  very  ticklish.  I 
feel  that  it  is  better  for  them  to  fight 
it  out  between  them  without  any  possible 
interference  from  the  outside.  The  story  is 
too  iontr  to  go  into  In-.a  letter,  but  I have 
talked  with  3rlc  Boulter  about  it.  He  and 
I are  in  agreement.  I only  hope  we  are 
right. 


and  damn, 


Oh  dear,  oh  dear,  oh  dear. 


Don't  forget  that  you  are 
to  write  about  Helen  this  summer. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  aardeti  City,  N.Y. 
April  29 » 1953 


D«ar  Mr.  Fagart 


Helen  remains  adamant  about 
lending  her  name  to  any  legal  action  with 
ragard'^to  .Ucholas  Monsarrat' s book.  She 
hao  a dozen  reasons | all  valid f and  we 
who  have  talked  with  her  about  it  do  not 
feel  like  trying  to  dissuade  her, 
since  we  are  not  sura  ouraolvos  that  a 
libel  suit  Is  the  test  way  of  handling  the 

IQ&  ^ ^ dP  • 


'^hat  tha  future  may  bring 
forth  we  do  not  know,  but  In  the  meantime 
^rlc  Boulter  is  our  central  point.  Yesterday 
I turned  over  to  him  all  the  letters  and 
documents  In  my  possession  and  hs  will  carry 
on  ''e  said  a^&in  that  ha  would  get  In  touc.. 
with  you,  . s knew  that  Folly  ‘ written  you 
and  has  been  waiting  only  until  he  himself 
had  replies  to  bis  letters  to  Mr.  Colligen 
and  Blr  Ian  Fraser. 

We  are  trying  to  act  in 
accord  with  Helen's  wishes  and  are  hoping 
on  all  counts  to  act  wisely.  Frlc  will 
keep  you  In  touch  with  our  plans, 

Sincerely  and  distressfully 


yours. 


f *,  1953 


D«er  )ir.  Brooks, 


1 h«<1  to  write  hurriedly  the  ot.  er  day 
beeanse  i war  In  tVie  olddle  of  ptu:  log  up  for  Kew 
Hampshire. 


The  sltoKtJot:  Is  this:  ^onearrat 
noKS  we  hare  him  cold  (sM>nt.i.ly  speal'lng)  and  he  Is 
angry  and  frightened.  Be  Knows  that  we  have  been  in 
oontnet  with  outh  Africa  and  England  and  he  feels 
t'rat  he  Is  being  pureied  (danned  ritM,  Z sal  ' to  hr. 
^trauss).  iie  doesn't  *are  face  us  an’  o hne  taken 
sose  very  laaaglng  stepa.  .'toldlng  himself  Inc.  jamunlcado 
when  r.  Blaxall  tried  to  see  hlo  In  Johannesburg  was 
one,  changing  the  nac.e  -anisty  Is  anoUter  and  there  are 
ot  era  of  the  same  sort.  His  dsfense  that  the  book  Is 
an  1 '.aginative  effort  ties  him  In  a -.not.  If  the 
monstrous  charges  that  he  roaKes  a^ralnst  tl  e workers 
for  the  blind  and  the  deaf  blind  are  Imaginative  tiere 
can  be  no  f orgiveness  for  him,  Cf  co'irce  he  claims  ti  at 
the  corniptlon  In  philanthropy  Is  real  and  that  his 
heroine  Is  the  creature  of  his  brain.  *he  two  go  together 
and  he  ca-not  separate  them. 

’•■e  are  giving  hlra  every  chance  to  face 
himself  town  and  withdraw,  rlc  /ioultor  Is  having  John 
'aker  call  upon  him  to  make  a personal  appeal,  r.  Barer 
Is  head  of  the  work  for  the  blirkt  In  Canada,  a very  flr» 
person  and  a very  goo'^  friend  of  *iolen's  and  - oily's. 

..ilr  Ian  Frsesr,  head  of  t.  0*ins tan's  ostel  for  I.llnd 
■oldlers  In  ~n^snd,  himself  blind  and  knighted  by  the 
Govemner.t  for  his  work  for  the  blind.  Is  taking 
fort'  er  steps  in  th*t  country. 

. r.  > onsarrat  Is  dus  In  New  York  within 
the  next  couple  of  weeks.  *»e  vlll  find  Srlc  Boulter 
waiting  for  him.  There  Is  no  continent,  no  city  wSjere 
he  can  escape  from  Helen's  friends. 

Thus  far  we  have  kept  t:.e  whole 
i/lsorable  business  In  the  liands  of  a few  and  1 think 
this  should  be  our  policy  as  lon^T  as  possible.  ~rlc 
le  alerting  the  workers  for  the  bclnd  and  X think  you  and 
1 should  alert  those  In  the  publishing  and  writing  %rorld 
Who  should  rvnow.  l.nopf  Is  very  unhappy  about  t**e  whole 
1”6»  hut  trying  'esperately  to  be  loyal  to  an  author 
to  whom  they  have  an  obligation  and  with  whoa  they  have 
a contract.  1 feel  sore  that  they  would  be  glad  to  got  out 
of  It.  eantlme  X V.ave  warned  two  other  publishers  against 
It  and  If  Cnopf  In  the  end  does  turn  It  down  no  other 
p*ibilst.«r  will  ta!’e  It  without  knowing  why  It  Is  offered 
to  the®. 


If  you  M*to  an  opr«rtnnlty  Z tMitic  It  aigM  b« 
a foo/’  Iloa  to  aoqurlnt  “r,  'Xiffaa  with  ih«  Bltuatl<» 
afut  of  eourso  nnyono  «!»•  v’r.o  bo  folrt,  aka 

any  oa#  you  con  of  tha  oatorlra  I haao  e^van  you. 


It  la  U^rliUi^  to  tMi*  of  tha  aorl^-wlt#  artsy 
t^at  wa  con  hut  X boro  w can  confine  tta 

a>'om  of  U.o  thing  to  a aptallf  llg^t,  uaaful  group. 
X atlll  tr.lnk  thara  la  a ^anoo  that  ftonaarrat  ’*111 
aoo  tha  li^t. 


J;io*  AO  X raaiS'-Od  W'la  point  your  nota  oaeta.  Xt 
la  a graat  coofort  to  too.  Thara  hava  boan  tloaa  wt.aa 
X hawo  fait  tarrlbly  alona  In  all  this.  I aa  etlll  tha 
only  ona  In  . alan'a  group  t;at  raa  raa<t  tha  rronuacrlpt, 
ikit  Tie  will  bo  a rook  of  ilbraltar  for  oa  all.  I rt>an't 
boK^  ar  you  with  lattaro,  hot  X will  write  you  when  amthlng 
significant  hap'tma. 

tolagrwa  has  raachat'  tha  rmm’atlon  that  f^.a 
girl  a arrltrot  aofaly  In  'lo. 

hank  you  ag-oln  for  your  nota. 


Incaraly  yoira. 


hr.  Van  vyck  : rookB 
..irl^CJOWfti  ar 
Co*’ r.actlcut 


} 


May  5,  1953 


"oar  I*‘1b8  Askenas: 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  grant 
permission  to  THE  LIGHTHOUdE  GLEAMS  to  reprint 
the  excerpt  attached  to  your  letter  of  April  30, 
1953. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Helen  Keller  by 

0f  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Attorney 

for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Ruth  Askenas 
'Ihe  Lighthouse 
111  East  59th  3t. 
New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Karapehire 

>May  6,  1953 


Dear  J-irs.  Davidson, 


Will  you  please 

deposit  the  Inclosed  checlc  In  Helen's 
personal  account  and  save  the  letter 
for  her.  Also  when  you  ^Ind  time 
please  send  me  a copy  of  their  itinerary. 
Polly  meant  to  speak  of  this  before  they 
left,  but  getting  away  was  such  a nightmare 
that  she  overlooked  it.  I did  think  it 
was  awful  that  more  movies  had  to  be  made 
that  last  day . 


^Jall  will  be  saved  for 
me  here  at  the  postofflce  while  I am  in 
New  York. 


All  good  wishes, 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Davidson 

American  Foundation  for  the  Rllnd 

15  West  16  3t. 

New  York  11 
:..Y. 


• ^y  3,  195? 


. Ico  Mckfly : 

D --Ing’  Ihq  isien  eiier's 
nbaence  In  '■  vi'h  on  o ♦o>ir  In  of 

1-1^  hlln;’  I ti-V-o  . learnre  In  Vnz  you  oicn 

to  Avtli'.'"'  yoor  ■£'v''-t  liltlo  •’'"tlclQ  "bout  ' rr. 

7? - o inn  error’s,  s.  faw  of 

Irl  I hi*-' e correcte'3  on  Its  ri"nurcT’l3''t . You  vill 
note  t.'  :t  r or  nrur*n  l*i  ypalleO  ' slsn  (no^  T-Iollonj 
holler  i nr  Isa  Thomson's  name  is  spe^'lef'  vj  trout  the 

P* 

ivB  v«='lar  van  horn  In  i.220 
1"  *.'■  creforo  73,  not  j?. 

'n  l'-.<  ' rc..:.oi’0  •■'t-y  nt  t\e  3 :ir,r  It 
wra  ■ ,tra  ■''ililvan  h"r:jelf  who  wt  9 ararpln^  water. 

i:  s oiler  C’lJt  ere’’  t’  e Car.hrl!?ijo 

3ct  ool  In  1395. 

l83  'Ihomacn  Joine<l  the  *-eian 
/ftllor  '■o”se>'.ol •■'  in  191^  ar't  rj.  > ijly  ntayei^  n as 
'^elen's  sole  companion  aftor  rs.  .-tiey’s  -aatb. 

in  i'^52  wh(?r,  *.ias  ueiler  spoko  ct 
the  '"orbonne  in  ^ "trip  in  co  ■.  emomtion  of  louia  r"lllo 
rbo  'rft  a £R8ie  a Chevr-ller  of  the  .l.e^ion  of  o.'icc. 
nr'vloM?  year  when  r,')a  v;ae  in  Jolarnonbury,  outh 
Africa , a'pp  vas  pl/en  the  lotfrea  of  octor  of  auv  by 
V,  it ’<f,"  to  reran'’  nlverslty.  has  of  course  rccoi”0(? 

m."ny  of*or  citation?  an'’  a’war'ls,  but  those  vit  1 too 
ones  you  h.avs  mont  loned  ore  I thinii  the  .'lOet  import  int. 

’*ory  tsincpf-oly  y.vjro, 


>lia  er-Jtify  'onney,  >t’ornay  for 
. elen  .velicr 


■■■'ICB  Joela  i Ickry 
i*.©  1 .1  liman  . 
”enflra,  Brisbane 
' ‘lonnslnnf  , lun’ ►'alia 


Kay  17,  1953 


ear  2rlc, 


I an;  In  complete  agreement  with  your 
position  and  Sir  Ian  Fraser's.  The  more  I think  of 
It  the  less  I believe  that  a libel  suit  of  any  kind 
would  be  advisable  either  now  or  later.  Helen  is 
not  vulnerable  and  I am  sure  that  those  In  charge  of 
the  management  and  distribution  of  funds  for  the 
blind  and  the  deaf-blind  are  not  either.  I have  no 
doubt  and  never  have  had  that  we  are  In  a position  to 
sue  and  I think  Konsarrat  who  now  regards  himself  as 
a great  crusader  v?lll  be  disappointed  if  we  don't.  It 
would  give  him  Inmonse  publicity  and  would  increase 
the  sale  of  the  wretched  book.  I believe  that  the  more 
we  leave  him  and  his  publishers  in  doubt  as  to  our  course 
of  action  the  better  and  I also  beHeve  that  the  book 
Is  going  to  be  a failure  on  literary  grounds,  if  on  no 
other. 


Of  course  I can  be  very  wrong  and  I look 
forward  to  the  Installments.  I am  pretty  sure  t at  I 
am  not  wrong  when  I say  that  Helen  will  never  consent 
to  a suit  In  her  name.  . uch  depends  now  upon  the 
lirltlsh  reaction  to  the  thing  and  If  that  Is  feeble  I 
am  Inclined  to  think  we  haven't  much  to  worry  about, 
but  we'll  be  sitting  on  dynamite  until  the  whole  affair 
is  over. 


I am  sending  you  for  the  record  another  note 
from  kr.  Brooks  and  a letter  from  . r.  ’accar.  Robert 
Duffus  Is  one  of  the  editors  of  THE  H'iW  YORK.  TIMES  and 
Is  also  a very  good  friend  of  Felon's  and  ^oily's.  His 
Influence,  If  he  ever  had  to  exert  It,  would  be 
enormous.  I can't  think  of  anyone  else  who  should  be 
taken  into  our  confidence  at  this  point,  but  I am  open 
to  suggestions. 

incore ly  yours. 


If  anything  should  come  up  In  which  speed  is 
an  Important  factor  It  might  be  better  to  telephone  me 
(Conway  210-rlng  A)  Instead  of  writing,  v.e  don't  go 
down  ti’o  hill  every  'ay  for  t'  o mall  and  this  tlmo  of 
year  the  road  Is  so  bad  that  on  some  days  we  couldn't 
even  If  we  wanted  to. 


:.ay  17,  1953 


Dear  iTagar: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter. 

Insofar  as  one  person  can  speak  for  another, 

I feel  safe  In  saying  that  Helen  will  not 
change  her  position  about  taking  legal 
action  against  Konsarrat.  Meanwhile,  as  you 
perhaps  know,  "^rlc  has  been  In  touch  with 
Sir  Ian  Fpaser  who  In  turn  consulted  with 
Ir  Neville  ^earson.  They  both  reached  the 
conclusion  that  such  action  might  very  well 
have  the  opnoslte  effect  from  the  one  Intended — 
that  It  would  give  the  book  publicity  which 
might  be  damaging  both  to  *^elen  and  to  the 
work  for  the  blind. 

Of  course  at  any  moment 
something  might  happen  to  change  the  picture. 
3rlc  Is  getting  the  Installments  and  will  send 
them  to  me.  It  Is  hard  for  me  to  read  the  book 
dispassionately,  but  I know  It  Is  a bad  book 
from  the  literary  standpoint,  quite  apart  from 
Its  other  faults,  and  It  Is  quite  possible  that 
It  will  attract  so  little  attention  that  we  may 
come  to  wonder  why  we  were  so  disturbed  by  It, 
This  Is  my  hope. 


Your  letters  have  been  a great 
comfort  to  Helen  and  Polly  and  to  me  too. 

Sincerely  yours, 

P.5.  The  above  will  be  my  address  until  November. 


3r)owllle,  New  Hampshire,  ilay  I7,  1953 


Dearest  Girls, 


I know  you  are  most  anxious  to  hear  about  w- at 
has  been  happening  on  the  Konsarrat  thing  and  so  I will  besrin 
with  that.  ^ 

It  has  already  begun  publication  in  the  SUK  ,'AY 
CHRONICLE,  earlier  than  anyone  had  expected.  It  is  "an  awful 
rag,"  according  to  Mr.  Eagar.  Your  friends  over  there  are  reading 
the  Installments  as  fast  as  they  come  out  and  Eric  will  send 
then  to  me  as  he  receives  them. 

Eric  has  been  in  touch  with  Sir  Ian  Fraser  who, 
like  everyone  else,  is  distressed  about  the  whole  business.  I 
quote  from  his  letter  to  Eric: 

"There  is  the  strongest  and  deepest  tradition 
here  of  freedom  in  the  realms  of  literature,  Journalism  and  art 
generally  and  It  is  my  experience  that  any  attempt  to  stop 
publication,  whether  by  banning  or  action  for  libel  or  persuasion, 
often  has  the  op’oslte  effect  by  stimulating  publicity  where 
it  would  not  otherwise  occur. 

"In  these  circumstances,  it  is  my  Judgment  that 
we  cannot  usefully  Intervene  in  Britain,  Indeed,  I would  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  Intervention  v;ould  be  damaging  both  to  blind 
societies  and  to  Dr.  Keller  personally." 

Sir  Ian  had  sxxxi  shown  Eric's  letter  and  the 
material  I had  furnished  to  Sir  Neville  Pearson.  He  agreed 
with  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  I may  add  that  Eric  and  I do  too. 

On  the  other  hand  hr.  Eagar* s friend,  J.F. 
k'llaon,  who  has  consulted  a barrister,  feels  that  Helen  should 
Instnict  "a  good  firm  of  London  solicitors  to  Investigate  the 
matter."  The  cost  would  be  small,  he  says,  and  v'ould  not  commit 
Helen  to  litigation.  Actually  It  would  not,  but  morally,  I feel, 
it  would.  And  if  Helen  did  authorize  the  Investigation,  then  did 
nothing  more  it  would  in  my  opinion  be  as  If  she  had  given  her 
O.K.  to  wbrt  Konsarrat  has  written. 

The  "poisonous  book,"  as  hr.  Eagar  calls  It,  Is 
no  bloody  good  (as  you  might  express  It)  and  so  little  attention 
may  be  paid  to  It  that  all  our  worries  will  have  been  for 
nothing.  That  is  what  I hope. 

Van  Wyck  Brooks  has  taken  Robert  Duffus  into 
our  confidence  and  Van  V.'yck  himself  is  busy  reading  my  book  and 
Helen's  books  in  preparation  for  what  he  Intends  to  write  about 
Helen.  That  is  one  big  plus  that  has  come  out  of  the  miserable 
business,  “e  has  intended  to  write  about  Helen  for  a long  time 
but  it  was  one  of  those  things  that  he  might  have  kept  putting 
off. 


I had  a card  from  “ancy  and  when  I was  in  New 
Yor<  I called  Dick.  He  was  making  progress  on  the  film  and 


expsctod  to  have  a complete  16  mm.  print  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  I am  anxious  to  hear  what  Jimmy  Shute  thinks  of  It  all. 

Here  on  the  hill  every thins  peaceful.  Lilacs, 
narcissus,  pansies,  violets,  and  trllllums  are  blooming  their 
heads  off  and  next  Sunday  will  probably  be  "White  Sunday,"  as 
they  call  the  one  that  comes  when  t e apple  trees  are  In 
full  flower. 

I know  there  1s  no  use  In  hoping  that  your  trip  Is  not 
too  strenuous  because  I know  it  Is.  I long  to  hear  your 
voice  from  Arcan  Ridge  and  I hope  when  I hear  It  you  vjlll  be 
sleeping  17  hours  a day . 

'e  brought  our  beautiful  water  color  up  here  with  us — I 
couldn't  begin  to  tell  you  how  much  we  enjoy  looking  at  It. 


Always  my  love. 


:iay  18,  1953 


Doar  Kr.  Brooks, 


I am  ashamed  that  I have  not 
acknowledged  your  pleasant  note  sooner,  but  a 
hurried  trip  back  to  Garden  City  threw  me 
completely  off  schedule. 

The  book  has  begun  serialization, 
sooner  than  was  expected,  in  the  Manchester 
Sunday  Chronicle  which  Hr.  Eagar  says  Is  "an  awful 
rag."  Eric  Boulter  Is  getting  the  Installments  and 
will  send  them  to  me, 

Meanwhile  he  has  written  Sir 
Ian  Fraser  who  In  turn  consulted  with  Sir  Neville 
Pearson,  both  outstanding  workers  for  the  blind 
In  Great  Britain.  Without  prompting  they  reached 
the  same  conclusion  that  we  did — that  libel 
action  might  have  exactly  the  opposite  effect  of 
the  one  Intended.  If  the  public  reaction  to  the 
book  Is  feeble  or  adverse  I think  we  may  have 
little  to  worry  about.  A lawyer  over  there,  how- 
ever, did  advise  suelng,  but  since  he  wanted  to 
do  It  In  Helen's  name  that  is  out — at  least  for 
now. 


I am  glad  you  alerted  Kr.  Duff us. 
And  as  I have  Just  written  Helen  and  Polly  the  one 
big  plus  on  our  side  Is  that  you  are  busy  getting 
ready  to  write  about  Helen. 


thanks. 


With  all  good  wishes  and  many 


Kay  20 , 19  53 


Dear  Lonore, 


For  some  time  Helen  and  Folly  and  I 
have  realized  that  the  Foundation  Is  not  the 
Ideal  depository  for  Helen's  papers.  They  have 
a very  good  librarian,  but  It  Is  not  a literary 
organization  and  it  la  not  easy  to  fim  what  you 
want,  as  Nancy  Hamilton  could  testify  after  her 
efforts  to  get  what  she  needed  for  the  film. 

I wonder  about  the.  Library  of  Congress. 
That  would  be  perfect,  but  I know  they  have  to  be 
very  selective.  I believe  you  know  some  of  the 
people  there  and  thought  you  might  talk  with  them 
about  It, 


Kany  valuable  papers  were  burned  when 
the  house  went,  but  a number  of  the  Important  early 
letters  were  already  at  the  Foundation — those  from 
Kark  Twain,  for  example.  I have  the  letters  from 
John  Macy  (Teacher  could  never  quite  decide  what  to 
do  with  them),  letters  from  Teacher  and  Helen  and 
many,  many  letters  and  notes  from  Polly.  Rebecca 
Hack  has  scrap  books  which  she  has  been  keeping  for 
years.  I have  not  seen  them,  but  1 understand  that 
they  hold  the  most  complete  record  of  Helen  in 
existence.  Nothing  Is  to  be  done  for  many  years  (I 
hope)  about  depositing  the  papers,  but  I do  think  we 
ought  to  decide  now.  If  possible,  what  to  do  with 
them. 


To  our  great  delight  we  learned  that 
the  Library  of  Congress  owns  a copy  of  the  old 
film  "Deliverance,"  The  Foundation  had  one,  but  lost 
It,  which  is  a sample  of  what  I mean  when  I say  I 
think  It  Is  not  the  place  for  the  Helen  iieller 
material. 


The  girls  were  desperately  tired  when 
they  left  New  York,  but  this  Is  not  unusual.  For- 
tunately this  Is  not  an  extensive  trip  and  1 hope 
they  can  have  a few  months  of  rest  when  they  return. 

The  New  Hampshire  countryside  is 
beautiful,  the  black  flies  abundant.  When  do  you 
take  residence? 

Affectionately  (Keith  too). 


May  22,  1953 


Dear  Kiss  Slmklns: 


Because  of  Mss  Helen  Keller's 
absence  in  South  America  on  a tour  In  behalf  of 
the  blind  of  that  continent  I am  replying  to  your 
letter  of  Kay  6.  I give  permission  to  you  to 
reprint  the  abridged  form  of  THREE  DAYS  TO  SEE  by 
Helen  Keller  for  use  in  your  High  School  Biology 
classes.  Please  send  mo  a copy  of  the  reprint  when 
It  Is  ready. 


I think  you  mlf^t  obtain  a copy 
of  Kiss  Keller's  signature  by  writing  to  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Davidson,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
15  West  16  St.,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Ethel  Jo  Slmklns 
101  South  Park  High  School 
reaumont,  Texas 


Kay  22,  1953 


Dearest  Girls, 


Ihls  on  a postcard  from  Van  V.'yck: 

Dear  Kella  Henney , Robert  Duff us  writes  (in  reply) 
that  he  will  pass  the  word  on  the  the  literary  Dept, 
of  the  >:.Y.  'limes.  But  he  adds:  "I  suspect  that  the 
Interior  evidence  may  be  all  that  is  needed."— -I 
have  also  had  word  from  3.K.  Ratcliff e,  an  old 
Journalist  friend  in  England.  He  says  he  has  written 
the  Kanchester  Guardian  (his  old  paper)  about  it.  He 
adds:  "I  will  also  warn  a few  literary  editors." 

But  back  to  you.  I have  finished  your  .^nne  'iullivan 
. acv  with  great  admiration. 

Yours  always,  V.W.B. 


I really  feel  now  that  we  have  done  all 
that  should  be  done  unless  some  now  development  takes 
place.  All  we  want  is  to  put  Truth  in  the  field — in  the 
long  run  I am  convinced  that  it  will  win. 

I think  I forgot  to  tell  you  that  I saw 
the  Gandhi  film  when  I was  in  New  York.  It  is  made  up 
entirely  of  clips  from  news  films — no  posed  shots — and 
I found  it  very  impressive.  It  was  amazing  how  the 
eye  went  straight  to  that  small  devoted  figure,  no 
matter  how  crowded  the  screen  was,  and  how  the 
beauty -beyond -beauty  came  through.  There  are  great 
gaps  in  it  for  which  no  films  were  available  end  there 
is  no  point  in  trying  to  compare  it  with  the  film  of 
“elen,  -hey  are  so  dl^^erent.  I hope  it  is  still  around 
when  you  and  Helen  reli'rn  because  I know  you  would 
enjoy  it. 

Anotner  request  to  reprint  THREE  DAYS 
TO  DEE.  Vhat  an  appeal  that  article  has  had. 

I saw  in  the  Times  that  you  had 
reached  Chile — no  special  news  to  me. 


Ky  love  always. 


"ay  25,  1953 


Dear  Bishop  Cushman: 

Because  of  Miss  Helen  Keller’s 
ahsenco  In  South  America  on  a tour  In  behalf  of 
the  blind  I am  answering  your  letter  of  May  20 
requesting  permission  to  quote  a statement  from 
her  In  the  forthcoming  volume  "The  Pocket  Book 
of  Hope,"  to  be  published  by  the  Upper  Room 
Press  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

First  of  all,  I should  like  to 
know  the  source  of  the  quotation  and  If  It  Is  in 
Miss  Seller's  exact  words.  I ana  willing  to  give 
pennlesion  for  the  reprint  if  credit  Is  given  to  the 
source  and  Miss  Keller  and  if  the  quotation  Is 
exactly  as  It  was  In  the  source.  The  fee  will  be 
five  dollars  and  the  check  should  be  made  out  to 
Helen  Keller. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Bishop  Ralph  S.  Cushman 
Romulus,  Kew  York 


ny 


\ 

\ 
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( 

«#ir  f r.  Clapp: 

Yonr  raajonne  to  rc.  PM  lip  Keith's 
talophone  call  vlth  acc«»r  tance  by  tbs 

Llbr-ry  of  Congress  of  the  ‘olon  elier  letters  enfl 
aanuscrlpts  was  very  heart-wanrlng.  *e  have  rot  yet 
^Iscmsed  the  natter  vtlth  the  'Vmerlcan  'o’.m'atlon  t'or 
t;.e  Blind,  but  I aTi  sure  th-it  an  amicable  eettlerrient 
can  be  arranged.  At  any-  rat©  the  transfer  is  contingent 
iron  l8  8 Roller's  doatK  and  she  tee  te^^en  care  of  it 
in  a codicil  to  her  will  In  which  she  -'Irected  or.e  to 
ask  the  Library  of  Congress  if  it  would  like  to  have 
f'.e  oat  ©rial . 


"xcept  for  that  now  In  the  hands  of  the 
Foundation  probably  the  largest  and  certainly  the  most 
intimate  collection  of  Helen  aeller  T-aterial  is  In 
ry  possession.  This  includes  the  letters  that  John  Lacy 
wrote  Hrs.  -.*Rcy  both  b<»fore  and  after  the  break-up  of 
t'-elr  TArrlage,  lettere  from  Piss  Keller's  brother  and 
sister  (the  only  ones,  I think,  that  have  been 
pre^e'^vedi,  letters  from  Mrs.  hacy.  Kiss  Leller,  and 
^'ls8  Thomson  to  me,  manuBcrlpt  fragnents  and  r*otes 
by  hr-.  l acy  and  *-lss  r.oller— altogether  noro  thtn 
enough  to  fill  two  drawers  in  an  office  file  cabinet. 

In  case  of  my  death  I should  like  this  material  to 
go  to  an  impartial  authority  of  scholarly  integrity, 
experienced  in  handling  such  papers,  heither  the 
Foundation  nor  i ins  Keller  and  >i1bb  Ihomaon  could  bo 
loiartlal.  For  instance,  I am  afraid  that  Kiss  Thomson's 
modesty  might  ter.pt  her  beyond  endurance  to  destroy  her 
own  letters,  yet  they  are  good  letters  and^  they  give  a 
unique  record  of  her  life  and  Helen  :*ellere  for  the 
last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 

o you  think  it  might  then  be 
advisable  ''or  me  to  add  a codicil  to  my  will,  similar 
to  the  one  Mlso  Keller  had  drawn  for  here,  directing  that 
in  case  of  my  death  all  lottere,  papers,  and  other 
'-aterlal  pertinent  to  t-elen  Keller  which  is  in  my 
posaesslon  be  sent,  as  it  is,  to  the  Library  of  Congress? 
The  material  is  in  rj  winter  home  in  Oap'^en  City,  ;iew 
York,  and  I shall  be  here  until  November,  but  any  time 
after  that  I should  be  very  glad  to  go  over  t e whole 
problem  with  you  or  any  other  representative  of  the 
Ll’^  rary  of  Congress — in  i^ashlngton,  in  Lew  York,  or 
preferably  in  Carden  City  where  t''e  papers  are. 


am 


’1th  many  thanks  •'or  y ur  interest,  I 


ery 


nlnce''Oly  yours. 


Snovfville,  New  Hampshire 
May  27,  1953 


Nearest  Polly, 


Before  I even  answer  Lenore’s  wonderful  letter 
X want  to  tell  you  and  Helen  about  it . I wrote  her  that  we 
had  decided  that  the  Library  of  Congress  was  the  place  for 
Helen  s papers  and  asked  if  she  knew  someone  she  could  talk  to 
to  find  out.  I don't  think  she  took  time  to  put  the  letter 
down  before  she  telephoned  Mr.  Vernon  Clapp,  assistant 
librarian  there.  I quote:  "He  said  he  was  sure  the  Library 
would  be  very  happy  to  have  Helen's  material,  but  you  would 
have  to  handle  the  matter  with  gloves.  He  considers  the 
librarian  at  the  Foundation  a very  able  person  with  whom  they 
have  most  friendly  relations — but  the  the  Library  is  the  proper 
receptacle  for  papers  belonging  to  or  associated  with  the 
'great  Helen  teller'  and  they  would  be  gratified  and  honored  to 
have  them." 


I should  consider  the  thing  done,  insofar  as  it 
can  be,  without  being  official.  I will  write  Mr.  Clapp  and  when 
we  get  together  in  the  fall  we'll  put  on  gloves  and  go  over 
the  situation  with  the  Foundation.  Certain  things  should  stay 
there — the  medals  and  all  that,  and  some  sample  manuscripts  and 
probably  most  of  the  photographs,  if  not  all  of  them.  I don't 
want  Mr.  Mlgel  or  Robert  or  Miss  Lende  to  feel  that  we  are  going 
to  clean  them  out,  for  we  are  not.  And  I know  that  Miss  Lende 
is  an  immensely  capable  librarian  and  that  she  should  have  at 
hand  enougb  material  to  answer  the  questions  of  almost  anyone 
vfno  comes  in  to  Inqulfce  about  Helen,  'tie  are  not  going  to  take 
anything  away  from  them  now — this  is  for  the  future.  I am 
awfully  happy  about  it  and  I know  you  and  ^elen  will  be  too. 

V/hat  a good  friend  to  you  both  Lenore  is'.  And 
she  is  not  the  only  one. 

She  expects  to  be  at  WlnnipeHsaukee  around  July 
1 and  I hope  we  shall  see  her  soon  afterwards.  She  may  go  to 
Los  Angeles  in  June  for  an  American  Library  Association  meeting, 
but  is  not  yet  sure.  I have  not  written  her  about  the  Monsarrat 
business,  but  I will  tell  her  about  it  when  I see  her  and  ask  her 
if  she  thinks  she  should  acquaint  any  of  the  key  figures  in 
the  ALA  with  the  miserable  facts. 

I'll  send  you  what  news  I have,  especially 
about  Monsarrat.  There  hasn't  been  any  since  I last  v/rote. 


jiuch,  much,  much  love. 


May  27,  1953 


Dear  Lenore, 


You  are  a brick,  but  I’ve  known  that 
6or  a long  time.  It  la  fine  and  good  that  Helen's 
oldest  friend  should  do  this  wonderful  thing  for 
herl 


I am  sanding  you  a copy  of  the  letter 
I wrote  Mr.  Clapp.  You  are  the  one  to  advise  me 
and  not  the  other  way  around.  Folly  does  not  know 
that  I have  saved  all  her  letters  and  I don't  want 
to  make  her  self-conscious  by  tolling  her,  but  I've 
been  a pack-rat  about  every  paper  that  has  come  to 
me  from  that  household  for  the  last  twenty-five  years 
and  more.  I am  sure  that  the  Foundation  would 
emasculate  the  material  If  It  had  a chance  and  the 
same  goes  for  Helen  and  Polly,  yet  I feel  that  all 
that  a future  biographer  might  need  should  be 
preserved.  Including  the  seml-llterate  scrawls  which 
give  a picture  of  the  kind  of  man  Phillips  Is. 

I could  do  some  weeding  out  myself  In  the  Interest  of 
making  a more  flattering  picture  of  me,  but  that  Is 
exactly  the  kind  of  thing  that  I think  no  one  should 
do  except  the  "Impartial  authority  of  scholarly 
Integrity,"  (to  quote  from  myself). 

v.'e  need  a long,  long  talk  together  and 
1 hope  we  have  It  soon  after  you  come  to  New  Hampshire. 


Affectionately  always. 


May  23,  1953 


Dear  ’^rlc, 

Dl(3  you  happen  to  see  in  the  YOHK  TIM’<:S 
BOOK  R^?/I5W  on  Sunday,  Kay  2A,  the  review  by  Baynard 
Kendrick  of  "The  Face  of  the  Deep"  by  Jacob  Iwersky? 

I have  ordered  the  book,  but  I haven^t  read  it.  It 
seetuR  that  the  blind  and  the  workers  for  the  blind 
are  in  for  It.  These  things  go  in  waves.  The  insane 
were  very  fashionable  a few  years  ago,  then  the 
alcoholics.  Army  and  Navy  brass  had  their  turn — it  will 
be  somebody  else  next. 

So  far  as  Monaarrat  is  concerned  I think  this 
will  help  take  the  edge  off  his  assault  and  from  the 
review  I judge  that  Dr.  Twersky  has  so  far  overstated 
his  case  as  to  rob  it  of  effectiveness.  I should  like 
to  see  Mr,  Kendrick  review  "The  Story  of  Esther 
Costello,"  but  of  course  this  is  a field  in  which  we 
have  no  right  to  intrude. 

All  good  wishes. 


Mr,  Drlc  Boulter 

American  ’’foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
15  West  16  St, 

New  York  11 

R.Y. 


May  L’8,  1953 


;©ar  -rlc, 

iiecause  of  Polly's  reference  to  you 
I am  sen-^lng  a copy  of  a letter  I have  Just 
received  from  her. 

Very  rtlf-f*erent  type  of  review  of 
Dr.  Twersky's  book  In  the  SATURDAY  REVIEW,  . 
h'ay  30,  pafee  17. 


Ever  yours. 


Kr.  Eric  Boulter 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
15  bast  16  3t. 

:<ev  York  11 

N.Y. 


May  31,  1953 


D-:?ar  '5rlc, 


"The  Story  of  Esther  Costello" 

Is  essentially  what  It  was  when  I first 
read  It  about  six  months  ago,  but  It  has 
been  very  drastically  cut.  I note  for  one 
thing  that  he  has  omitted  the  Induced 
orgasm  in  the  medical  treatment  of  Esther, 
but  on  the  whole  the  cuts  seems  to  be  in 
the  Interest  of  brevity  for  serialization. 
And  Isn't  the  thing  silly?  I am  awfully 
glad  about  the  Reader's  Digest  and  the  t»ok 
clubs — I think  that  will  be  the  general 
reaction — and  I am  awfully  glad  that  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  As  things  stand  now 
I think  the  less  we  do  the  better,  since 
It  looks  as  if  the  book  Is  going  to  take 
care  of  Itself. 

»Many  thanks  for  the  check. 


Ever  yours. 


nnowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
June  16,  1953 


Dear  Eric, 

11:0  sentlapnts  In  the  following  quotation  from  a 
letter  from  Nelson  Neff  will  not  be  new  to  you: 

"This  note  to  you  In  haste  as  we,  the  girls — Helen  and 

Jolly and  myself  prepare  to  leave  for  Panama  and  Mexico,  Fight 

as  one  may,  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  keep  these  countries' 
programs  from  becoming  excessive.  Helen  has  stood  up  under  the 
strain  beautifully,  but,  I know,  it  is  more  than  Polly  should  be 
subjected  to. 

"You  will  appreciate  the  many  changes  that  develop 
during  this  kind  of  a tour,  different  climates,  different 
temperaments,  backgrounds,  plus  a thousand  'important*  people 
who  just  j-.ust  see  Miss  Keller — all  conspire  to  steal  from  any 
little  time  that  is  available  for  rest,  reflection  and  preparation 
for  the  next  job.  The  girls  will  finish  this  one  ell  rlgjit  but 
please  urge  the  powers  that  be — no  more  country  to  country  hops. 

It  is  just  expecting  too  much," 

I couldn't  agree  with  him  more  and  I think  Robert 
r^arnett  feels  the  same  way,  Will  you  please  show  him  this  letter? 

Very  likely  I shall  be  in  Garden  City  early  next  week. 

If  so  I shall  telephone  you,  I want  to  know  what  is  developing 
on  the  Konsarrat  front  and  I want  to  read  the  rest  of  the 
serialized  version  of  the  story,  I have  read  the  Twersky 
book.  It  was  not  exactly  what  I had  expected  from  the  reviews, 

God,  what  bitterness  that  man  has  in  his  soul'. 

Veil,  I still  have  hope  that  the  tine  will  come  when 
we  can  talk  about  pleasant  things,  i^eantime 


All  good  wishes. 


Foss  Mountain,  Snowvllle,  Now  Hampshire 
June  16,  1953 


Dear  Nelson  Neff — or  why  not,  Dear  Nelson, 


I think  It  Is  a 

wonderful  ilea  and  I vlll  do  everything  1 can  to  help.  You 
are  In  a unique  position  to  tell  the  story  of  travellltig 
with  Helen  and  Polly  and  I think  your  plan  of  keeping  It 
within  the  frs-mework  of  your  personal  knowledge  excellent. 
Your  part  will  tell,  or  at  least  Imply,  the  whole  and  It  will 
be  a genuine  contribution  to  the  great  Helen  ^^eller  saga. 

I am  chagrined  that  we  did  not  think  of  asking  you  to  do  It 
before  now. 


The  next  step 

Is  for  you  to  take  pen,  pencil,  or  typewriter  and  get  to 
work.  As  soon  as  you  see  hovr  it  will  shape  up  send  some  of 
it  to  me  and  we'll  see  what  to  do  next.  I have  friends  In 
the  children's  department  of  two  publishing  nouses  and  I 
know  they  would  be  receptive,  but  the  approach  to  them  should 
come  later. 


The  Konsarrat 

thing  is  very  distressing,  but  it  has  made  us  realize 
that  Helen's  and  Folly's  friends  must  bear  witness  while 
they  can.  Whatever  Van  Wyck  Brooks  does — article  or  book, 
will  be  important.  The  Documentary  film  has  already  profited 
by  it  because  it  showed  us  certain  aspects  of  Helen's  life 
which  must  be  made  clear.  Through  an  old  friend  of  Helen's  I 
have  made  arrangements  for  the  Helen  keiier  papers  and  my  own 
Helen  Keller  collection  to  go  to  the  Library  of  Congress  where 
the  record  will  be  open  to  scholars  as  long  as  the  Library  stands. 
I am  my "elf  at  work  on  the  story  of  the  years  since  Teacher's 
death,  but  I am  in  no  hurry  to  get  it  published, 

Ky  heart  sinks 

every  time  they  start  out  on  one  of  these  jaunts  and  I have 
no  peace  of  mind  until  they  are  back  home,  I hope  devoutly  that 
this  Is  the  last.  I shall  see  to  It  that  Robert  Barnett  and 
Eric  Boulter  knov/  how  you  feel,  but  In  the  last  analysis  It 
depends  upon  Helen  and  Folly — and  I know  that  Folly  cannot  stand 
much  more.  I was  disturbed  about  her  this  winter — and  now  I under- 
stand that  they  are  off  to  Chicago  to  make  a speech  before  they 
have  really  had  time  to  catch  their  breath  at  Arcan  Ridge. 

Madness,  pure  madness. 


But  anyway  It  was 

good  to  hear  from  you  and  I send  you  all  the  good  wishes  there 
are  for  your  new  p>^oJect. 


Very  sincerely. 


Mr.  Kelson  Neff 


onovrvlilo,  Nev  Hampshire 
June  2A,  iy53 


V 

Dearest  Polly, 


I can*t  tell  you  how  wonderful  It  was  to  hear 
your  voice  yesterday  evening.  I worry  about  you  and  Helen  so 
much  when  you  are  away.  Once  when  you  were  very  much  on  my 
mind  I found  myself  sprinkling  salt  Instead  of  soapf lakes 
Into  the  dishwater  and  last  night  I dreamed  about  you  and  Helen 
and  the  film. 

In  the  long  run  I think  everything  Is  going  to 
be  all  right  about  the  film.  Shiite's  Judgment  Is  the  one  I 
would  trust  most  and  hancy  feels  the  same  way.  She  will  tell 
you  about  it  and  she  Is  going  to  make  a drive  now,  under  expert 
advice,  to  finish  It  off.  She  feels  that  the  visit  to  the 
V.hl'e  Rouse  la  very  Important  and  I am  Inclined  to  agree  with 
her,  hut  I told  her  not  to  push  you  and  Helen  and  1 think  she 
won't.  She  Is  really  an  awfully  good  scout  and  perfectly  devoted 
to  both  of  you. 


.'on't  let  anybody  push  you.  Do  exactly  as  you 
please.  V.hen  you  come  back  from  the  *-ayo  Clinic  and  have  had 
time  for  a genuine  rest  I hope  Helen  will  begin  to  think  about 
what  she  wants  to  write  about  Teacher  and  maybe  about  some  other 
things  too.  There  is  e sort  of  testament  that  she  should  leave 
to  t;.e  world,  filled  with  the  richness  and  wisdom  of  her  glorious 
maturity.  She  knows  better  than  anyone  else  what  she  wants  to  do. 

Vis'll  set  no  date  for  your  arrival  here,  /^nv  time. 

I think  you  should  both  collect  your  thou^ts  and  rest  before 
you  come.  I am  already  at  work  on  my  book  in  a tentative  way,  bit 
there  vlil  be  no  hurry  about  publishing  It.  Van  ’.yck's  will  come 
first  (It  may  be  an  article  Instead  of  a book),  then  nelen,  then 
^'elson  (or  vice-versa). 

I think  we  have  no  serious  worries  about  Konsarrat. 

I think  the  book  Is  going  to  be  a notable  flop  and  I shouldn't 
be  surprised  If  he  blames  me — which  is  all  right  with  me.  Eric 
thinks  Ife  Is  puerile  and  he  la  right.  li.©t  me  know  what  you  hear 
about  the  reaction  In  England.  I talked  with  Eric  when  I was  In 
New  York,  but.  nothing  new  had  come  up. 

I almost  stayed  over  In  Hev  York  to  see  you  and  Helen, 
but  I ;new  you  would  bo  tired  and  hurried  and  a hurried  talk  Is  not 
what  I want.  It  has  been  a long,  long  time  since  the  three  of  ua 
have  been  able  to  sit  down  quietly — much  too  long. 

You  must  see  the  Coronation  film.  It  Is  very  ovlng — 
like  watc  Ing  one  of  those  painted  books  of  the  I-  lddie  Ages  core  to 
life.  I Hropi-od  In  on  my  if  st  ;:fiernoqn  In  ew  York,  thinking  to  stay 
only  a llttl<'  while  and  stayed  to  the  ‘^nd,  completely  entranced. 

y lo-  e,  ;y  Love,  .rji  love. 


Snovrville,  New  Hampshire 
July  2,  1953 


Dearest  Folly, 


I had  to  rearrange  this  speech  to  cut  It 
down  to  reasonable  length.  I think  I have  kept  the 
essentials,  but  you  and  Helen  may  want  to  put  back  some  of 
what  I have  left  out.  It  la  now  even  shorter  than  it 
seems  in  comparison  with  the  original  copy  because  mv  tvoe 
is  larger  than  Helen's. 

lime  is  short  and  I am  rushing  off  to  Conway  to 
get  it  back  to  you. 

Oh,  but  I'll  be  glad  when  you  return  from 
Chicago  and  the  Kayos  and  can  settle  down.  Let  Helen  rest 
until  her  mind  craves  activity.  You  too. 

Ky  love. 


/ 


July  4,  1953 


Dear  Kr.  V.'ood; 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  June  29 
with  regard  to  the  papers  of  Helen  Keller,  Krs.  Macy 
and  Miss  Thomson.  I already  have  them  segregated 
and  marked  and  I will  add  the  codicil  that  you  suggest 
to  my  will.  I cannot  yet  turn  them  over  to  you 
because  Miss  Keller  Intends  this  winter  to  settle 
down  to  work  on  her  long-projected  book  about  Krs. 

**acy,  which  means  that  they  will  be  In  active  use. 

This  fall  when  we  are  back  in  New  York 
we  shall  have  a conference  with  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  after  which  I shall  be  In  touch  with 
you  again. 


Once  more,  my  thanks,  and  Kiss  Keller's 
and  Kiss  Thomson's,  for  your  Interest  and  helpfulness. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Krs.  Keith  Henney) 


Mr.  Jennings  V.'ood,  Acting  Chief 
Exchange  and  Gift  Division 
The  Library  of  Congress 
'■aahlngton  25,  D.C. 


July  A,  1953 


Dear  Kiss  Leavy ; 

- _ Ihan’-t  you  for  the  letter  and  package 

from  Brasil  and  the  ’Tather  Costello  InstallmLts.® 

serialization  the  latter  comes  out 
as  a straight  horror  story  not  much  connected  with 
any  human  being,  but  I fancy  that  the  book  version 
^ Sreat  deal  more  of  Kr.  Konsarrat’e 
Idiotic  philosophizing  as  well  as  more  detail  in 
the  Incidents.  Ve  shall  see. 

were  two  letters  In  the  envelope 
from  hr.  .^artlns  namos,  one  to  me,  one  to  i-'.lss  Keller 
I am  sending  them  to  you  for  translation.  Please  return 
the  translations  to  me  and  then  I will  talk  with  Kiss 
Keller  about  giving  the  permission  he  desires. 

I am  Inclosing  the  Esther  Costello 
Inst  llments  with  this.  The  other  material  in  the 
3'INDAY  CKEONICLE  seems  to  be  nearly  as  bad  as  Mr 
.^onsarrat  s contribution  and  I think  the  audience  for 
the  book  will  be  the  sort  of  people  who  read  this 
paper.  Kow  Important  they  are  I do  not  know. 

i-.y  regards  to  Mr.  Boulter. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.  Keith  Kenney) 


Kiss  Ellen  Leavy 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director,  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  17  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 
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July  A,  1953  * *f 


Dear  Mrs.  Blankenhorn, 


You  may  remember  that 
some  years  ago  at  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  we 
sroke  of  Helen  and  the  Nobel  Prize.  Did  you 
ever  find  out  Just  how  the  names  of  the 
candidates  are  presented?  And  don't  you  think 
that  now  is  the  time  for  us  to  gather  our 
forces  and  make  a try  at  it?  Helen  has 
practically  circled  the  globe,  carrying  peace 
and  good-will  wherever  she  has  gone.  No  one 
I think  deserves  the  award  more — let's  do  some- 
thing about  it'. 


Hnless  you  are  on 

vacation  1 think  I'll  make  you  Jealous  when  I 
say  that  the  temperature  is  56  this  morning 
and  that  we  have  a small  wood  fire  burning  on 
the  hearth. 


V.  1th  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


:-.rs.  I-,ary  Blankenhorn 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 

22  Vest  17  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 
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July  8,  1953 


liear  iielson. 


It  was  nice  to  hoar  from  you. 

My  one  lendable  copy  of  "Anne  Sullivan 
kacy  Is  now  In  use  in  connection  with  the  documentary 
film  of  Helen,  but  as  soon  as  it  Is  returned  (which 
may  not  be  until  the  end  of  summer)  I will  send  It  to 
you.  As  for  my  new  book,  though  I am  working  on  It 
tentatively.  It  will  be  some  years  before  it  Is  finished 
I am  in  no  hurry  about  it,  but  I do  want  to  have  it 
blocked  out. 


I have  talked  with  Folly  several  times. 

She  seems  in  fine  spirits  and  she  and  Helen  have  been 
to  two  or  three  small  parties  in  the  neighborhood! 

I know  they  need  rest,  but  there  is  no  denying  that 
they  are  exhilarated  by  these  Jaunts  of  theirs.  The 
Foundation  is  more  than  ready  to  ground  them  and  so  am 
I,  but  I should  not  be  surprised  to  see  them  go  off 
again,  come  winter — maybe  to  India.  It  is  entirely  up 
to  them.  I'.y  one  hope  is  that  Helen  will  become  so 
interested  in  her  book  about  Teacher  that  she  will 
settle  dovfn  to  it  without  interruption. 

I want  to  see  your  Journal  and  will  get  in 
touch  with  Eric  about  it. 

Keantime,  all  good  wishes. 


Kr.  Kelson  Neff 
Avda . Athualpa  230 
Hlraflores 
Lima,  Peru 


I 


JMly  17,  1953 


Dear  Mrs.  Blankenhorn: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter, 
I am  returning  the  Inclosurea,  Have  no  fear 
about  my  treating  your  letter  as  confidential, 
^he  whole  situation  is  too  disheartening  to  talk 
about. 


Keane  is  across  the  state 
and  considerably  south  of  us,  but  if  you  should 
be  riding  around  in  this  direction  it  would  be 
very  pleasant  to  see  you  on  our  hill.  We  are  about 
el^t  miles  below  Conway . 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Krs.  M.D.  Blankenhom 
10  Mitchell  Place 
New  York  17 
New  York 


Nobel -Komi teen 
Svenska  Akadamlen 
Stockholm,  Sweden 


J-jly  17,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


It  waa  hear  your  voice  last  night. 

The  Clinic  report  had  already  made  me  very  happy.  Seems 
all  you  and  Helen  need  la  a spot  of  starvation. 

As  for  the  Kobel  thing — let's  gather  up 
what  we  have,  I thlnlc  the  Foundation  can  do  most  of  It 
for  you. 


Hyde  Park  should  have  carbons  of  President 
Roosevelt's  letters  to  Helen.  If  not  the  fragment  In 
the  JOURNAL  pp.  263-269  may  bo  all  we  can  get.  It  should 
be  copied. 


I don* t -remember  the  exact  words  of 
President  Truman' s Inscription  to  Helen  in  that  book  of 
his  that  he  sent  her,  but  It  seems  to  me  that  It  had 
to  do  with  her  work  for  Point  4,  Aren't  there  other 
Truman  letters?  And  letters  In  trltwte  from  other 
prominent  people?  All  letters  from  the  State  Department 
should  bo  Included.  And  do  the  Balfours  know  If  carbons 
will  do?  I should  hats  to  see  the  originals  go  out  of 
the  country. 


You  can  go  through  Helen' s speeches  and 
take  out  the  ones  dealing  with  peace  and  Interns-tlonal 
friendship.  Note  on  each  when  and  where  It  was 
delivered.  And  there  must  be  letters  and  editorials 
from  all  the  countries  she  has  visited.  These  might  be 
very  useful. 


The  Foundation  can  give  you  a full 
Itinerary  of  Helen's  travels  In  the  interests  of  the 
blind.  ^ should  like  a copy  of  this  myself.) 

Tlie  Foundation  can  also  give  you  a full 
list  of  her  medals,  citations,  degrees,  and  other  honors 
along  with  the  exact  words  (where  possible)  with  which 
they  were  presented. 

This  should  be  enough  for  a start  and 
since  the  Balfours  seem  to  know  more  about  procedure  than 
anyone  else  we  have  been  able  to  find  I suggest  that  we 
send  It  all  to  them  to  see  If  we  are  on  the  right  track. 

I believe  that  for  next  year  the  material  should  be 
before  the  Nobel  committee  by  February  1 or  earlier.  That 
gives  us  lots  of  time,  but  let's  not  waste  It. 


I'.y  love,  always 


July  13,  1953 


Dear  Kiss  Leavy: 


Thank  you  for  the  translations  of 
the  letters  from  Kr.  Martlns-Ramos.  I will  talk 
with  Hiss  Thomson  this  evening  about  whether  or 
not  to  give  him  the  permission  he  wants. 


I an  returning  the  final  Installment 
of  Esther  Costello — dreadful,  dreadful  book.  I shall 
be  very  anxious  to  see  what  the  British  reviewers 
have  to  say  when  It  is  published.  It  la  a pity,  for 
everybody's  sake,  most  of  all  I think  for  Mr.  Kon»arrat's 
sake,  that  It  was  ever  written, 

Please  give  Kr.  Boulter  my  regards), 
and  again  ray  good  wishes  for  a pleasant  trip  to 


Europe. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Kiss  Ellen  heavy 

Secretary  to  Kr.  Eric  T.  Boulter 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  1?  St. 

Now  York  11  I 

K.Y. 
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Snovfvllle,  Kew  Hampshire 
July  13,  1953 


Dear  i*enore, 


I hope  I am  right  In  guessing  that  you  are  In 
Volfeboro.  A very  unhappy  thing  has  come  up  that  I have 
wanted  to  talk  with  you  about,  but  It  may  be  better  to 
write — at  least  for  the  beginning, 

v.'han  Helen  was  In  Johannesburg  Nicholas  Monsarrat, 
author  of  "The  Cruel  Sea"  was  there  with  the  British 
Intelligence  Office.  Vo  think  he  may  have  met  Helen  at  the 
reception  which  the  Mayor  gave  for  her  at  the  V/anderers' 

Club  and  we  Imow  that  he  had  his  secretary  save  all  the 
newspaper  accounts  of  Helen's  activities  In  that  area.  The 
upshot  of  It  was  that  he  wrote  a novel,  "The  Story  of 
Esther  Costello,"  based  upon  Helen's  life.  Some  Idea  of  what 
this  story  Is  llko  you  can  gather  from  the  Inclosed  memorandum 
to  Kr,  Strauss,  chief  editor  of  the  publisher,  Alfred  inopf. 

The  way  I came  Into  It  was  that  Knopf  had  become 
worried  about  Its  libellous  aspects  and  sent  It  to  me  to  read. 
This  was  back  In  January  and  It  floored  me.  Literally.  Mr, 
Strauss  wrote  Mr,  Monsarrat  who  was  still  In  Jo' annesburg  (he 
Is  now  In  (ffttawa)  and  Kr.  Monsarrat  took  great  offense.  He 
said  that  the  book  was  to  be  published  In  the  London  Sunday 
Chronicle  during  the  summer  and  that  Cassells  was  to  bring 
It  out  afterwards,  that  It  was  not  baaed  upon  the  life  of 
Helen  Keller  (a  palpable  lie),  that  he  was  a great  admirer  of 
hers  and  wished  to  dedicate  the  book  to  her,  a piece  of 
effrontery  which  Helen  rejected  with  Indignation. 

Up  to  the  time  word  came  from  Mr.  Monsarrat  I had 
not  told  Helen  and  Polly  because  I had  hoped  that  the  whole 
sorry  mess  would  blow  over,  but  with  publication  assured  In 
England  there  was  no  use  In  trying  to  keep  It  secret  from  them. 

’•’e  began  to  rally  our  forces  (this  was  before 
Helen  and  Polly  went  to  South  America)  and  after  much  discussion 
decided  not  to  sue — at  least  not  In  Helen's  name,  'i.'e  got  In 
touch  with  Helen's  friends  In  South  Africa  and  England  and  while 
In  those  countries  and  over  here  there  were  those  who  wanted  to 
sue  at  once  the  decision  against  It  has  held.  Ve  have  had,  I 
think,  wise  counsel.  Including  Informal  advice  from  lawyers. 

Those  who  have  read  the  book  besides  me  ( there  are 
not  many  because  Monsarrat  vrauldn't  allov/  his  publishers  to 
show  It  to  anybody  else  after  I had  expressed  ray  opinion)  are 
simply  appalled  by  It,  but  feel  that  the  best  course  Is  to 
treat  It  with  silent  contempt. 

As  noon  as  I had  read  It  I told  the  group  vorhlng  on 
the  hocunentary  Film  about  It  because  I felt  that  they  needed  It 
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In  the  baclcground  of  their  thinking.  In  a later  discussion 
of  the  situation  with  Van  Wyck  Brooks  and  a lawyer  friend  of 
his  Van  Wyck  suggested  taking  a full-page  advertisement  In 
the  papers  listing  big  names  In  tribute  to  Helen,  I felt  that 
this  was  wrong — we  do  not  want  to  give  Konsarrat  any  free 
publicity,  which  Is  one  of  the  points  against  bringing  suit — 
and  I told  him  that  we  had  a nice  collection  of  big  names  on 
the  Documentary:  Katharine  Cornell,  Guthrie  McCllntlc,  Martha 
Graham,  and  others,  but  that  I did  feel  that  now  was  the  time 
for  Helen's  friends  who  knov/  her  to  boar  witness.  *‘e  had  often 
said  that  he  Intended  to  write  something  about  Helen  and  I told 
them  that  now  was  the  time.  He  is  at  work  on  an  article  about 
her  this  summer. 

It  was  this  affair  that  turned  my  thoughts  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  for  Helen's  papers.  I wanted  them  all  where 
scholars  for  all  time  could  get  at  them  in  unmutllated  form 
and  now  that  this  Is  to  be  their  final  home  I feel  that  we  have 
won  the  last  liattle,  no  matter  what  skirmishes  nay  taka  place 
when  the  book  comes  out. 

Van  h'yck  wrote  to  an  old  friend  of  his  in  l^gland,  a 
Journalist,  Influential  especially  at  the  Kanchester  Guardian, 
and  to  Robert  Duffus  of  the  New  York  Times,  a devoted  friend  of 
Helen's  and  Polly's.  I have  talked  with  friends  of  nine  In 
publishing  houses,  but  we  do  not  want  to  apply  any  pressure — 
after  all  freedom  of  spe^^ch  is  Important — only  to  see  that 
reviewers  know  the  facts,  I think  it  may  possibly  be  because  of 
our  group  that  the  serialization  In  'England  was  shifted  from 
the  London  Chronicle  to  the  Manchester  Chronicle,  which  Is  on  a 
par  with  the  worst  of  the  tabloids.  But  we  had  nothing  to  do 
with  these  encouraging  developments:  all  the  slick,  big 
circulation  magazines  over  here  have  turned  It  down.  In  spite  of 
Monsarrat's  great  reputation,  and  so  have  the  book  clubs  and 
the  Readers  Digest,  with  expressions  of  horror  at  Its  content. 

Now  there  are  two  ways,  maybe  three.  In  which  I think  you 
can  help.  If  as  time  goes  on  we  feel  that  the  Libraries  ought  to 
be  Informed  I think  you  night  be  the  one  to  do  It.  As  of  now  I 
feel  that  the  book  Is  going  to  take  care  of  Itself,  hut  I thlnlc  we 
must  he  alert. 

For  a long  time  there  has  been  talk  of  Helen' s getting 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  Peace.  Her  friends  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  are 
very  much  Interested  and  appear  to  ’.enow  something  about 
procedure.  I have  sent  Polly  a list  of  material  that  I think  s’ne 
ought  to  gather  up  to  send  to  Rochester  to  see  If  the  Kayo  group 
thinks  we  are  on  the  right  track.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this 
Nobel  business?  The  Foundation  has  been  most  Inept — has  learned 
practically  nothing. 

The  third  Item  for  you,  and  I consider  It  the  most 
Important,  Is  for  you  to  write  an  article  about  Helen  yourself. 

No  one  but  you  can  write  first-hand  about  those  early  years  and 
no  one  can  write  so  Intimately  as  you  about  the  college  years 
and  about  many  of  the  later  Incidents.  I think  the  article 


should  be  very  personal  and  I belle^^e  It  could  be  published. 
But  whether  It  Is  nor  not  that  record  ought  to  be  with  the 
papers  In  the  Library  of  Congress, 

llils  whole  thing  has  boen  on  my  mind  heavily  since  It 
first  came  up  and  there  Is  much  else  that  I could  tell  you. 
I'll  atop  for  now,  though,  and  give  you  a rest, 

I am  sorry  to  be  the  conveyancexof  such  tidings. 


J2vor  yours. 


July  13,  1953 


5o©.r  Sir! 

After  a long  <5elay  your  lottora  to  KIbr 
Helen  Keller  and  to  me  have  flnr-lly  reached  me, 

I am  refarrlne  them  to  our  publisher  for  the 
pennlB'’lon  you  desire:  Poubloday  & Co,,  Inc., 

575  KadlBon  Ave.,  Kow  York  22,  New  York,  It  Is 
KoBBro.  Poubloday,  not  v:e,  who  have  charge  of  such 
matters  and  they  will  write  to  you  direct. 

Ab  for  pictures  to  lllustre-te  the  book, 
application  should  be  made  to  the  'jaerlcan  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  15  Vest  l6th  -t..  Now  Yor4c  11,  Now  York. 

Piss  Keller  regrets  very  much  that  at  this 
tl.ne  she  la  unable  to  write  anything  for  you  herself, 
but  sho  Is  too  occupied  with  the  work  for  the  /unorlcan 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  which  pllo<1  up  during  her 
abaonco  to  give  tine  or  thought  to  anything  else  Just 
now,  Tha*  is  why  sho  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  you  In 
her  name. 


1th  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Pella  Rraddy  Hennoy,  Attorney  for 
Pelsn  Keller) 


Nr.  J.B,  rartlns-'"ano8 
Rua  Lopea  Noto  2A  ITAIF 
:<ao  Paulo,  Brasil 


July  13,  1953 


Cear  Sir: 


After  a long  delay  your  letters  to  Kiss 
Helen  Keller  and  to  me  have  finally  reached  me, 

I am  referring  them  to  our  publisher  for  the 
permission  you  desire;.  Doubleday  & Co.,  Inc,, 

575  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22,  New  York.  It  is 
Messrs.  Doubleday , not  v/e,  who  have  charge  of  such 
matters  and  they  will  write  to  you  direct. 

As  for  pictures  to  illustrate  the  book, 
application  should  be  made  to  the  /Imorlcan  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  15  Vest  l6th  St.,  Sew  York  11,  New  York. 

!'lss  Keller  regrets  very  much  that  at  this 
time  she  is  unable  to  write  anything  for  you  herself, 
but  she  Is  too  occupied  with  the  work  for  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  which  piled  up  during  her 
absence  to  give  time  or  thought  to  anything  else  Just 
now.  That  Is  why  she  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  you  In 
her  name. 


hlth  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Nella  Braddy  Honney,  Attorney  for 
Helen  Keller) 


Mr.  J.B.  Hartlns-Famos 
Rua  Lopes  heto  24  ITAIM 
Sao  Paulo,  Brasil 


July  13,  1953 


t ifr 


Dear  CAP, 

These  communications  from  Mr.  Martlns-Ramoa 
seem  to  holonc  In  your  department.  They  reached  me 
only  yesterday  after  being  lost  some  weeks  In  the 
Internal  mechanism  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  I have  written  Kr.  Martlns-Ramos  that  I 
was  referring  them  to  Doubleday’s. 

Hot  up  here  today  and  v?e  need  rain — oh,  how 
we  need  ralnl 

I hope  you  are  having  a pleasant  suminor.  Give 
my  love  to  Catherine  Smith  when  you  se-'  her  and  keep 
some  for  yourself. 


Mrs,  C.A,  Pollard 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc, 
575  I^adlson  Ave. 

Kow  York  22,  N.y. 


'Jnowvllle,  New  “ampahlre 
July  24,  1953 


Dear  Nancy, 


I was  a little  shocked  this  morning  when  I 
discovered  that  I had  not  answered  your  good  letter.  I 
put  It  aside  thinking  Shuts' s script  would  follow  on  Its 
heels  and  forgot  It,  so  here  I am~-embarrassed. 

I've  been  In  constant  touch  with  Polly  over 
the  telephone.  At  one  time  she  was  In  a great  dither 
over  the  correspondence  which  had  grown  to  unmanageable 
proportions,  but  she  sent  me  a bale  of  It  and  now  they  are 
as  much  caught  up  as  they  will  ever  be.  So  much  of  it  has 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  Helen  herself. 

The  . onsarrat  thing  has  created  much  Indignation 
In  Johannesburg,  but  thus  far  It  has  been  privately 
expressed  and  I hope  It  will  continue  that  way.  The  serialization 
has  come  to  an  end  In  ^gland,  but  I think  there  v.’lll  be  no 
reviews  until  the  book  comes  out.  The  whole  business  Is  heavy 
on  their  minds,  but  I think  they  will  ride  It  through  In  fine 
style. 


Polly  is  In  a fair  fidget  to  see  the  script  and  I 
must  confess  that  I am  too.  Shuts  sent  me  a note  saying  that 
our  copies  were  with  you  and  I told  Folly  I didn't  think  It 
would  be  long  now, 

I hate  to  think  of  all  the  work  you  have  teen 
having  to  do,  especially  with  the  weather  so  disagreeable.  I 
only  hope  that  you  are  finding  great  satisfaction  In  It.  I 
am  glad  the  tough  young  men  reacted  In  the  way  we  wanted  them 
to. 


Polly  says  Kit  has  not  been  too  well — don’t  like  to 
hear  that  and  hope  It  Is  no  longer  true.  And  I am  eager  to  hear 
how  your  other  synopsis  Is  coming  on. 

The  big  Osslpee  fire  was  about  16  miles  south  of 
us — too  close  for  comfort.  V.'e  used  to  walk  up  the  hill  every 
evening  to  look  at  it.  ,ulte  terrifying — much  more  so  than 
the  atom  bomb,  for  that  was  controlled  and  the  fire  was  perfectly 
wild  and  unpredictable.  The  Army  moved  In,  but  the  rain  took 
care  of  It  except  for  spots  where  It  went  deep  and  still  has  to 
be  watched.  Anyhow  we  can  sleep  at  night  now  without  worrying  about 
It. 


Keith  Joins  me  In  sending  love. 


July  24,  1953 


Dear  Mr.  Fahl: 

Offhand  I see  no  reason  why 
y )u  should  not  quote  Helen  Keller' s letter 
to  Mrs,  Fohndorf  in  your- article  for  The 
Lapidary  Journal,  but  before  giving  final 
permission  I should  like  to  see  a copy  of 
the  letter.  If  you  will  send  It  to  me  at 
the  above  address  I will  respond  promptly. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Rudolph  Fahl 
Colorado  Springs 
1304  N.  Tejon 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  24,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 

I see  no  reason  why  Mr.  Fahl  should  not  quote 
Helen's  letter  to  Mrs.  Pohndorf  In  his  article  for  The 
Lapidary  Journal,  but  as  a double  check  I have  asked  him 
to  send  me  a copy  of  the  letter  before  I give  final  permission. 

I think  she  should  sign  the  open  letter  to  the 
President  from  the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters 
and  am  therefore  returning  It  and  the  card,  I know  you  have 
read  Bishop  Oxnam’s  magnificent  address — we  found  It  very 
encouraging. 


Some  of  your  rain  came  to  us,  but  not  nearly 
as  much  as  we  wanted.  Still  It  will  help  the  gardens  and  It 
has  greatly  reduced  the  fire  danger, 

I am  writing  to  Nancy  this  morning.  The  work 
on  the  film  is  probably  much  more  long  drawn-out  than  she 
thought  it  would  be. 

Don't  hesitate  to  send  me  any  letters  that  you 
think  I can  handle. 


My  love,  ever  and  always,  to  both  of  you. 


Snowvllla,  New  r^ampahlre 
July  31,  1953 


I oarest  Polly, 


Helen  will  tafce  care  of  all  the  errors  and  mis- 
understandings In  Van  i.'yck's  article,  hut  I will  run  over  It. 

1.  Better  not  mention  'llsenhowor  until  the  thing 
Is  certain.  A change  could  be  made  at  the  last  minute, 

2.  He  Is  certainly  correct  that  Helen  has  the 
reformer's  temperament  and  that  her  attitude  towards  the 
unfortunate  Is  very  much  like  "Or,  Howe's,  but  I think  the 
actual  Influence  of  the  Perkins  Institute  was  very  slight 
Indeed.  That  Is,  the  direct  Influence.  Dr.  Howe  was  gone  and 
Kr.  Anagnos  was  In  ch9rge.  He  was  Helen's  main  contact  and  I 
shall  be  very  Interested  to  see  what  she  has  to  say  on  all  this, 

3.  liathilde  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  correct 
title  of  the  Italian  song.  And  don't  let  Van  Vr’yck  or  anyone  else 
exaggerate  Helen's  appreciation  of  music. 

I see  no  reason  why  Helen  should  object  to  his 
quoting  from  her  letters.  He  can  look  up  the  dates  when  he 
gets  back  to  Connecticut — the  date  of  Roosevelt's  death  he  can 
get  from  the  aORLQ  ALMANAC. 

5.  What  documentation  does  Helen  have  for  the 
statement  that  Booker  Washington  had  a million  dollars  In  the 
Bank  of  England?  Or  did  she  over  make  It?  I know  It  Is  customary 
now  to  belittle  this  very  great  man,  but  In  his  time  he  served 
his  people  well  and  I am  sure  that  Dr.  Carver  would  be  the  first  to 
say  so  If  he  were  here  to  speak.  How  long  since  Helen  read  "Up 
from  Slavery"? 


6.  It  matters  very  much  to  have  the  name 
Evelyn  Cheeseman  correct.  I am  surprised  to  have  Van  Wyck  ask  if 
It  does. 


7.  I think  the  whole  oblique  reference  to 
Monsarrat's  story  should  be  omitted.  The  article  Itself  stands 
as  a refutation  and  what  Van  Wyck  says  here  would  only  arouse 
curiosity . 

3.  As  I said,  the  Atlantic  Is  the  magazine  I 
thought  of , but  I believe  It  would  want  to  shorten  the  article 
much. 
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Now  for  my  own  comrnents: 

I think  the  srtlcls  after  the  beginning  becomes  heavy  and 
dull  until  he  begins  quoting  from  his  notes  and  Helen's  letters 
What  Is  Important  Is  what  Is  fresh  and  what  he  has  got  from 
books  Is  stale.  But  the  magazine  editor  will  see  this. 

Page  3.  "Touching  two  or  three  spots  on  the  throats  of 
the  speakers"  Is  Incorrect— as  Helen  %;111  b'^  sure  to  point  out 
Raised  maps  that  her  teacher  made."  Did  Teacher?  Mr.'Anagnos 
sent  her  mechanical  equipment  of  this  sort  I believe.  Do  not 
let  him  speak  of  "the  deaf-and-dumb"  lan;ruage.  It  Is  hard  to 
kill  off  that  word  "dumb."  '' 

Page  6.  "Helen  raced  ahead  of  her  teacher,  who  could  not 
keep  up  with  her.'  I should  like  to  see  Helen's  face  when  she 
reads  this.  Teacher  was  always  miles  ahead  of  Helen  and  all  the- 
rest  of  us.  The  only  reason  Helen's  formal  education  was  ahead 
of  hers  was  that  Teacher  simply  didn't  care.  The  Implication  that 
it  was  because  Teacher  hadn't  the  mentality  for  It  Is  ridiculous. 

Page  7.  It  was  part  of  Teacher's  greatness  that  she  never 
shared  the  dark  knowledge"of  her  early  days  with  Helen — never 
mentioned  It  to  her  until  she  was  an  old  woman.  But  of  course 
the  "dark  knowledge"  was  always  there  In  Teacher's  mind  and 
Indirectly  had  a great  deal  of  Influence  on  Helen.  I have 
Already  spoken  of  the  Perkins  Institute  Influence. 

Page  3.  "Almost  a social  outcast  In  certain  circles."  Isn't 
that  as  true  now  as  It  has  ever  been?  Whitman  has  always 

been  a potent  figure  In  Helen's  life  and  Thoreau  to  a somewhat 
lesser  extent,  Dmerson  not  so  much.  Van  Wyck's  source  on  this 
Is  Helen's  own  statement  in  "Midstream."  She  mentions  Emerson 
but  does  not  amplify  the  statement.  She  might  like  to  do  It  now. 

„ P&6^  9*  -Ask  Helen  about  the  Robert  Frost  poem.  I haven't 

^^Double  Blossoms"  with  me,  but  I fancy  that  It  nay  be  In  there. 

Dozens  of  others"  Is  an  exaggeration  If  he  means  poets  who  are 
known,  not  if  he  means  the  so-called  "poems"  that  keep  coming  in. 

Page  13.  "iill  picked  up."  I wish  this  statement  were  tpje. 

I was  able  to  salvage  only  part  of  this  epic,  but  It  Is  unimportant 
to  labor  this  point. 

Page  14.  Felon  has  still  not  forgotten  much  that  she  lost 
In  the  ^Ire — Hr,  Hltz's  letters,  the  Teacher  manuscript,  her 
notes,  etc.,  etc.  Yet  much  that  Van  Wyck  says  In  this  paragraph 
Is  very  true  and  very  well  put. 


To  all  this  I need  not  add  that  I am  disappointed  In  the 
article,  but  I regard  It  as  a first  draft  and  I think  It  will  be 
more  than  all  right  when  h©  has  done  working  with  it. 
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I am  sending  the  article  to  Kiss  Loges  to  be  Brallled 
and  I am  asking  her  to  send  It  direct  to  Helen  when  It  Is 
finished. 

Please  have  a copy  made  of  Helen's  comments,  I want  to 
see  them. 

I talked  with  Lenore  a few  minutes  ago.  Her  ankle  Is 
much  better  and  I hope  to  see  her  within  the  next  two  or 
three  days.  She  has  a friend  from  Arizona  with  her — It  will 
be  interesting  to  talk  with  her. 

I hope  liancy  has  straightened  out  the  Peter  Salmon  imbroglio, 
ViTiat  a relief  it  will  be  when  this  Documentary  Is  finished'. 


Ky  love  end  Ann's  and  Keith's  and  Bertha's, 


July  31,  1933 


Dear  Miss  Logos ; 


Miss  Folly  Thompon  has  asked 
me  to  send  you  the  inclosed  letter  and  article 
to  be  Brailled  for  Miss  Keller.  Vlll  you 
please  send  It  direct  to  Miss  Keller  when  you 
have  finished  it. 


Vflth  all  good  wishes,  I am 
'Sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Elsa  K.  Loges 
I3B-I7  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing,  L,I. 


Snowvill*,  New  Hampshire 
August  1,  1953 


Dear  Polly , 

I tol'l  Kr.  Kart  Ins -Ramos  to  write  to 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  for  pictures, 
giving  him  the  address,  and  If  you  drop  him  a note 
about  the  translation  situation,  quotas,  etc.,  I 
think  our  duty's  lone. 

Looks  ao  if  I may  be  In  California  for 
a wtille  this  winter.  Aelth  and  1 are  ainjost  afraid 
to  go  hocause  we  are  afraid  we  shall  not  want  to 
come  back  east.  Ihat  happens  to  ao  many  people  and 
I have  a brother  In  i'^onterey,  which  would  be  another 
Inducexont.  ay be  a lot  of  us  will  end  up  out  there 
for  our  old  agel  That  would  be  nice. 

;-.any  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have 
taken  for  hr.  Kartlns-Ramos. 

Rver  yours. 


Krs.  C.A.  Pollard 
Doubieiay  & Co.  Inc, 
575  Hadlson  Ave. 

New  York  22,  K.Y. 


COPY 


(Translated  from  Portugese) 


Sao  Paulo 
I'lay  15,  1953 


Miss  Nella  Braddy 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  17th  Street,  New  Yoik  11,  N.Y. 

N.S.A. 

Cordial  greetings t 

I went  in  person  to  the  Hotel  Esplanada  where  Helen  Keller 
was  staying  in  order  to  give  her  the  letter  which  I herewith  enclose, 
but  her  secretary  told  me  that  I must  send  the  letter  to  Miss  Nella 
Braddy  whose  address  he  gave  me  - I am  doing  that  now. 

Under  separate  cover  I am  also  sending  the  stories  to  which  I 
referred  in  my  letter  and  the  magazine  edited  by  me.  Well  - for 
personal  reasons  it  may  be  understood  that  I was  merely  technical 
collaborator.  As  I say  in  my  letter,  I want  to  publish  the  life  of 
Helen  Keller  and  her  two  friends  Miss  Thompson  and  Miss  Siaiivan  for 
children.  I explain  the  conditions  in  the  letter  addressed  to  her 
enclosed  herewith. 

All  the  information  may  come  in  English  and  we  will  translate  it 

here. 

I await,  with  much  interest,  news  from  you  and  hope  to  be  successful 
in  this  ai terpri.se  with  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thompson. 


J.B.  Martins  Ramos 


COPY 


translahon  from  Portuguese 


Sao  Paulo 

May  15,  1953 


Mss  Keller: 

Run  your  fingers  over  the  left  side  of  this  sheet  of  paper  and 
read  J.3.  Martins  Ramos,  my  name  - J for  John,  and  B for  Benedict. 

mother  wished  to  name  me  John  to  put  me  under  the  protection  of 
Saint  John  and  the  colored  housekeeper  wanted  me  to  be  named  after 
Saint  Benedict, 

I am  a writer  and  journalist  and  my  wife  is  a publisher.  I send 
you  herewith  the  stories  wliich  I enjoy  writing  for  little  children 
and  young  people. 

I wish  to  write  a book  for  children  about  the  life  of  Helen 
Keller  and  her  friends,  Miss  Thompson  and  Miss  Sullivan,  My  wLfe 
will  edit  and  illustrate  this  book,  I want  to  ask  your  permission 
to  write  the  book  in  Portugese  and  Spanish  so  that  it  will  be  published 
in  Brazil  around  Christmas  time..  All  the  translation  rights  (except 
Spanish  and  Portugese)  will  remain  your  property  for  life. 

Do  you  ^prove  of  this  idea  Ifedame?  It  will  be  the  first  book 
published  by  our  printing  house  which  was  established  last  October  as 
a gift  from  me  to  my  wife  so  that  she  may  teach  our  two  children,  Maria 
Circe  (10  years)  and  Edward  (3  years)  to  earn  their  livelihood.  VJe  have 
a great  deal  of  publishing  experience  and  are  expert  in  this  type  of 
work.  Therefore,  your  book  will  be  beautifiil. 

The  youngsters  WD\ild  naturally  want  to  know  about  your  home,  the 
road  to  the  woods  where  you  take  your  walks,  about  your  garden  and  any- 
thing else  which  you  wish  them  to  know.  Would  you  be  able  to  send  me 
pictures  of  these  things?  Would  you  be  able  to  send  me  pictures  of  you  with 
ftiss  Thompson  and  Miss  Sullivan  and  of  Captain  Arthur  and  Hiss  Kate? 

And  would  you  be  able  to  relate  a few  witty  anecdotes  relating  to  you 
with  Miss  Thompson  and  Mss  Macy? 

And  - oh  insatiable  human  beings!  - would  you  be  able  to  write 
a few  lines  in  your  handwriting  giving  a greeting  to  the  young  readers 
throughout  the  world  and  a message  which  will  be  stimulating  and 
inspiring  to  them, 

I intend  to  use  about  ten  pictures  and  some  twenty  sketches  - a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pages, 

I wish  I could  get  your  reply  in  person,  but  if  we  do  not  meet 
I beg  you  not  to  fail  to  send  it  to  me  at  your  convenience, 

I wish  that  your  happiness  in  this  workd  will  find  no  end.  And 
forever,  let  us  congratulate  ourselves  in  Lord  Faimtleroy, 

P.S.  How  is  Mldred? 


Gratefully, 
(Singed)  JBM 


Snovfvilla,  New  Kanipshlre 
Aiiguot  3.  1953 


Dear  Kr«  Fahl; 


This  ftat-horizes  the  use  of  Helen  Keller’s 
letter  to  Mrs.  A.K.  ?ohu3orf  In  the  Lapidary  Journal 
and  In  the  discs  which  my  be  wade  oi'  the  article.  I 
agree  with  you  that  It  la  a wonderful  letter.  Kay  1 
please  have  a copy  of  the  article  when  It  Is  published? 

Very  truly  yours. 


halla  Braddy  Honnoy,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller 


Kr.  Rtldolph  Fahl 
1304  K.  Tejon 
Colorado  Springs 
Colorado 


Snowvllla,  New  IleiKpshlre 
Atiguet  6,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 

I am  desperately  sorry  that  the  Leonard 
Pfelf*‘er  thlnfc  has  come  up.  All  Helen  can  do  la  write 
the  almple  truth  without  boy ' a dlfflcultlea 

at  the  battle  front. 

And  In  spite  of  ell  the  personal  reasons 
Involved  she  is  under  no  compulsion  to  become  a trustee 
of  the  Hall  of  Our  History,  Long  ago  she  decided  not  to 
lend  herself  to  any  orcanlzatlon  In  which  she  could  not 
taP.0  active  part  and  I see  no  reason  why  she  should  change. 
But  wait  until  you  have  all  the  material,  it  makes  It  hard 
when  the  request  Is  on  ouch  a personal  basis,  but  Helen 
has  chosen  her  field  of  dedication.  This  project  may  be 
large  enough  to  Include  It — you  can't  tell  at  this  stage, 

I 

1 was  extremely  Interested  In;  Rebecca 
West  on  "licCarthylsm."  I am  rarely  disappointed  In  her, 
but  I was  this  lime.  It  Is  true  that  many  things  for 
which  McCarthy  Is  not  responsible  are  lumped  under  hlo 
neime,  but  she  has  very  little  realization  df  «the 
paralyzing  effect  these  careless,  unsupeort^ad 
accusations  have  had  on  freedom  of  thought  and.  expression 
In  academic  and  government  circles.  I am  retirping  the 
article  In  case  you  want  to  send  it  on  to  some  one  else. 

"'^eems  to  me  you  and  Helen  are  getting 
more  mired  up  In  speeches  and  correspondence  every  day. 
■'on't  do  anything  you  don't  have  to  and  don't  worry 
about  the  film.  If  it  Isn't  right  we  won't  let  it  be 
released,  but  I think  It  will  be  right,  Nancy  d|>pndds 
upon  Katharine  and  Martha  for  advice.  Good  advice  loo, 
but  In  the  final  round-up  you  and  Helen  are  to  have  the 
clinching  word. 


The  rain,  besides  saving  our  garden,  put 
out  a forest  fire  on  Mt.  Washington  which  we  had  been 
watching  from  our  terrace.  It  was  too  far  away  to  be 
a danger  to  us,  but  It  is  always  terrible  to  see  trees 
burning.  This  has  been  a bad  year  for  New  England — floods, 
fire,  gypsji  moths,  tent  caterpillars,  army  worms,  and 
other  Iniquitous  Insects. 

Ann  will  not  be  here  naich  longer,  dhe  has 
to  be  In  Augusta  on  Aug.  31  and  she  wants  to  spend  a 
few  days  with  Jane  on  the  way  down.  She  Is  high  ttan  in 
the  village  on  fish — caught  a baas  last  week  weighing 
throe  pounts,  two  ounces,  -uch  events  make  our  big  news. 


Snowvllla,  New  Hampshire 
August  10,  1953 


Dear  Nelson, 


Your  letter  was  very  Interesting,  very  encouraging 
and  very  amusing. 

You  are  right  that  the  nominations  for  the  Nobel 
Prize  must  be  In  Stockholm  by  February.  In  view  of  all  that 
has  to  be  done  this  does  not  leave  us  a great  deal  of  time, 
especially  with  our  VIP's  scattered  from  here  to  there  for  the 
summer.  Could  you  not  start  the  movement  in  Brazil  or  Chile 
right  now,  quick,  day  before  yesterday?  I've  heard  so  many 
people  say  that  Helen  ought  to  have  the  prize  that  I feel  a 
spontaneous,  world-wide  endorsement  will  be  forthcoming. 

There  Is  so  little  that  Helen  and  Polly  and  I can  do,  but  Folly 
Is  writing  Takeo  In  Japan  and  Judge  Maxwell  In  Australia. 
Somebodv  (not  Helen,  who  has  written  him  many  times  about  other 
matters)  should  write  Ben  Gurlon  and  others.  Eric  I should 
think,  but  Eric  Is  now  In  Europe,  but  under  the  circumstances 
I believe  It  would  be  wise  to  wait  for  him  to  do  what  has  to 
be  done  through  the  Foundation. 

Meantime  I have  asked  Polly  to  have  Kiss  Lende  at 
the  AFB  make  a list  of  Helen's  various  honors  with  the  actual 
words  of  the  citations  and  I have  asked  Polly  to  make  a list 
of  Helen's  official  positions  with  the  organizations  for  the 
blind  and  to  collect  and  gather  together  pertinent  letters,  like 
those  that  Helen  has  received  from  the  State  Department.  What 
else  can  we  do? 

More  than  anything  else  we  need  a leader.  Destiny 
seems  to  have  chosen  you.  V.'e  are  your  handmaidens.  Would  a sort 
of  petition  or  recommendation  signed  by  men  and  women  of  note 
be  any  good?  One  of  Helen's  friends — Van  Wyck  Brooks  or 
Stuart  Qrumraon  or  maybe  you  can  think  of  someone  else — could 
Initiate  it. 

I look  forw'ard  to  what  you  have  to  say  about  the 
Journeying  Jennies,  our  galloping  gals.  Everybody  wants  them  to 
settle  down,  but  everybody  wants  them  to  take  one  more  gallop 
and  you,  "you  rogue,"  as  Helen  would  say,  along  with  the  others. 
Anyway  we  are  all  united  in  wanting  them  to  be  happy  and  If 
this  means  perpetual  motion  for  them  we'll  have  to  bite  our 
nails  and  put  up  with  It. 

All  good  wishes, 


Snowvllle, 
August  10, 


New  Haiopshlr© 
1953 


Dearest  Polly, 

The  Inclosed  carbon  of  oy  letter  to  Nelson  Neff 
repeats  Just  about  what  1 said  to  you  on  the  telephone  yesterday, 
but  I will  send  it  along,  I think  Nolnon  and  Trie  can  work 
happily  together.  If  Miss  Lenie  is  in  town,  don’t  delay  in  asking 
her  for  the  list  of  Helen’s  honors  and  citations.  Didn't  Karl 
keyer  keep  a diary  of  hla  travels  with  you?  And  do  you  have  a 
copy? 


I have  not  spoken  to  “ancy  about  the  Nobel  Prize 
I believe,  or  if  so,  only  casually.  I feel  that  Just  now  she  is 
too  occupied  with  the  film  to  be  asked  to  take  on  anything  else. 

But  I do  Intend  to  tell  her  and  I am  sure  that  she  and  Katharine 
can  help,  I’d  like  to  wait  until  we  have  the  procedure  established 
and  I hope  that  Nelson  can  take  care  of  that.  I’ll  be  glad  when 
Eric  gets  home. 


Now  about  you  and  Helen  coming  hers.  You  know  w© 
want  you  any  time,  all  the  time,  or  as  much  time  as  you  can  give 
us,  but  I don't  want  It  to  be  a disrupting  thing  for  either  of 
you.  We  have  a guest  room  with  twin  beds— the  room  you  have 
stayed  In — and  the  east  room  downstairs  can  be  made  Into  a study 
for  Helen  In  less  than  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  We  have  the 
little  house  down  the  hill  with  two  comfortable  single  beds  and 
two  cots,  an  electric  cookstove,  a refrigerator,  a "jacket  stove” 
for  heating  water  and  a parlor  stove  for  warming  up  the  living 
room  on  chilly  evenings.  If  you  found  someone  who  wanted  to 
drive  you  up — say  Lillian  and  her  husband  or  Anne  and  her 
husband  or  the  Gru'^mons— they  could  have  that  house  for  a little 
vacation  of  their  own,  with  drives  around  the  mountains  or 
whatever  other  sort  of  entertainment  that  they  like  that  the 
countryside  affords. 

I hadn't  thought  of  Helen  digging  In  to  actual 
composition  Just  yet,  but  I feel  that  we  need  to  go  over  the  past, 
especially  the  last  aovonteen  years,  and  clarify  our  minds  by 
talking  it  out  and  taking  notes  and  making  outlines.  Helen  may 
already  have  made  a pretty  firm  decision  as  to  what  her  book  will 
be  like,  but  I think  there  are  mai^  avenues  to  be  explored  and 
many  problems  to  bo  discussed.  If  the  whole  thing  is  blocked  out 
' ©fore  she  begins  her  task  will  bo  much  easier.  We  can  take 
notes  with  pencil  and  later  have  them  Brailled  for  Helen. 

■e  have  to  close  the  little  house  about  the  end 
of  Daptembor  because  the  water  supply  la  not  winterized  and 
there  is  some  danger  of  the  pipes  freezing,  but  it  will  bo  open 
at  leant  until  Oct,  1 and  thin  house  will  of  course  bo  open 

the  ml  'die  Novo’rbor.  V©  are  having  oil  heat  installed 
t 1 -yo'il  ' ho  roniy  to  go  by  the  end  of  this  month. 


Think  it  all  over  and  let  me  know. 


propose  to  set  out  for 
AFOB  project?  I dread  It  horribly— be 
from  all  sides  before  you  plun£?e  Into 


India?  Is  that  an 
sure  that  you  look  at  It 


My  love,  always, 


nnovvillf),  Kew  h'ar.pshlre 
August  11,  1953 


Dearast  lolly, 

The  brochure  for  "The  Hall  of  Our  History" 
Is  very  Irapresaive  ar.']  I suppose  they  made  have  needed 
a fclg,  expensive  thing  of  this  hind  to  give  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  scope  of  their  intention.  I think  the 
quotation  from  Turgot  which  is  to  bo  Inscribed  over  the 
Houth  Portico  very  unfortunate:  "This  people  is  the 
hope  of  the  human  race.  May  it  become  the  model."  In 
the  75  years  since  it  was  made  we  have  not  done  much 
(certainly  not  as  much  as  we  should  nave  done)  to  Justify 
it.  It  might  make  Americans  feel  good,  but  there  are 
other  countries  where  hope  la  bright.  Seems  to  me  there 
is  a characteristic  lack  of  humility  In  lt--a  narrowness 
of  vision  foreign  to  Helen,  She  could  bo  very  useful  as 
a trustee  if  she  had  time  for  It  and  if  they  would  pay 
attention  to  her.  I know  she  doesn't  want  to  be  a 
figurehead  for  this  or  anything  else.  In  her  own  heart 
she  has  decided  against  lending  her  name  and  I for  one 
would  not  try  to  persuade  her — not  even  with  the  fine 
publicity  that  the  Times  has  given  it.  'Oo  you  want  rae 
to  return  the  brochure? 

>on' t worry  about  your  voice  an  the 
film,  Your  voice  suits  you  and  the  disemhodled  voice 
over  the  radio  is  very  different  from  the  voice  with 
the  speaker  in  view.  And  Jimmy  Shute  has  cut  speech  to 
the  minimum  in  the  Documentary . 

I forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  have  a 
typewriter  here  that  Helen  can  use.  Two  portables,  in 
fact,  ♦’rom  which  she  could  make  a choice. 

The  coons  have  moved  in  on  our  corn — 
one  good  Jump  ahead  of  us.  v:g  look  at  the  destruction 
with  our  mouths  watering.  And  the  red  squirrels  are 
eating  the  butternuts  while  the  chipmunks  make 
havoc  among  the  hollyhocks.  But  the  (danger  of  forest 
fires  Is  over  and  that's  something. 


My  love, 


finowvlllQ,  New  Hampshire 
August  11,  1953 


Dearost  ^"ancy , 


Polly  Is  very  much  worried  about  her  voice 
on  the  film.  Came  up  because  Raymond  Oram  Swing  has 
written  to  ask  for  a re-recordlng  of  a statement  that 
Helen  made  a few  years  ago  for  the  radio  program  "This 
I Believe."  He  felt  that  Folly's  voire  didn't  do  It 
Justice  and  on  this  second  deal  another  will  be  used, 
probably  his  own.  I have  tried  to  reassure  Polly  on 
various  grounds,  no  doubt  with  small  success.  I'aybe 
you  can  help. 


As  for  credits  on  the  film  I think  no 
possible  doubt  should  be  left  as  to  Its  source,  I 
should  not  like  anyone  to  be  able  to  say,  "I  v/onder 
who  has  got  hold  of  her  now"  or  to  start  speculating 
as  to  whether  there  Is  a gimmick  In  It  or,  If  It  were 
anonymous,  to  say,  "I  done  It."  She  Is  surrounded  by 
people  who  want  to  use  her  or  exploit  her.  Some  of 
them  are  very  suspicious  of  the  others  and  some  of  them 
are  slimy.  The  responsibility  for  the  film  Is  ours  and 
I think  we  should  take  It  openly.  We  don't  have  to  prove 
or  protest  our  love  for  Helen— and  for  Polly. 

bid  I tell  you  that  a movement  is  afoot 
to  get  the  Nobel  Peace  Prise  for  lielen?  If  I didn't 
It  was  because  I thought  you  already  had  enough  on 
your  hands.  The  origlmxl  nomination  may  come  from  South 
America  (I  believe  It  has  to  come  from  outside  the 
United  States)  end  after  that  other  countries  must 
second  It.  Any  l"’eas?  5Tvery thing  must  be  In  Stockholm 
by  February  end  some  of  It  must  wait  for  Eric's  return 
from  Europe. 

1 hope  all  goes  swimmingly  with  the 

picture. 


“y  love. 


Snowllle,  Kew  Hanpshlre 
August  lA,  1953 


■:!earest  Folly , 


Helpn’a  speech  may  still  be  a bit  long,  but  It 
Is  so  good  I think  it  should  not  bo  cut  further.  I have  made 
a sllglit  rearrangement  in  order,  borne  of  the  suggested 
changes  are  for  the  sake  of  euphor^  or  to  avoid  the  repetition 
of  words  or  to  express  more  exactly  Helen's  idea.  In  the 
last  paragraph,  for  instance,  she  bogs  her  audience  to  exert 
their  Influence  towards  helping  the  handicapped  to  gain 
"an  understanding."  It  is  we  that  need  the  understanding,  le  it 
not,  even  more  t an  they?  At  any  rate,  it  is  a wonderful  speech, 
with  a wonderful  basic  idea — that  about  the  new  civilization. 

I wish  I could  be  there  when  she  delivers  It. 

But  her  typewriterl  Why  the  hell  can't  somebody 
do  something  about  it?  Maybe  the  best  thing  Is  to  throw  It 
out  the  win  ow  (I  don’t  care  how  new  It  Is)  and  get  her 
another  one. 


I hope  your  friends  have  left  off  begging  you 
to  do  things  you  shouldn't  do  or  can't  do.  It’s  awfully  hard 
when  the  personal  element  comes  In — I remember  how  It  used  to 
hurt  Teacher  to  make  those  refusals. 


Much,  much  love. 


onowvlllo.  New  K amp ah Ire 
August  23,  1953 


Dearest.  Folly , 


Ann  anfl  Keith  nearly  mobbed  me  the 
other  evening  when  I came  away  from  the  telephone 
without  having  asked  about  Helen’s  poison  ivy.  3o 
1 ask  now:  KC'W  IS  KHLEM'S  F0I3ON  IVY? 

Tell  Helen  I think  her  citations  for 
Mr.  Raverat  and  Dr.  Beet  very  fine — no  neod  for  any 
editing.  I loved  her  letter  to  Van  Wyck  and  1 know 
her  comments  have  greatly  enriched  hla  article.  The 
L.1DIES  HOKE  JOURNAL  Is  a grand  place  for  It.  We 
would  have  no  authority  to  stop  the  publication  of 
Miss  ijelcton’s  article  unless  it  le  libellous  and 
I Imagine  she  has  taken  care  of  that.  In  oome  ways, 
you  remember.  It  was  quite  perceptive.  She  Intended  It 
for  McCall's  and  I shall  be  Interested  to  know  If  they 
have  taken  It,  I told  her  In  my  letter  that  whatever 
she  did  was  on  her  own  responsibility — so  that  Is  th.at, 
I am  vary  hap:^v  about  Van  Wyck's  article. 

I understand  so  well  how  ? r.  Blaxall 
feels  about  Helen's  reading  "The  Story  of  Esther 
Costello."  It  would  not  "noil  her  beautiful  mind," 
nor  yours,  hut  It  would  hurt  and  the  thing  1s  not 
worth  spending  time  on  or  wasting  emotion.  Your  two 
lives  are  the  only  witnesses  you  need,  1 shall  be 
eager  to  know  what.  If  anything,  Eric  has  learned  in 
England,  but  I have  an  Idea  that  the  book  will  so 
condemn  Itself  that  no  other  action  will  be  required. 

It  Is  a pity,  for  Monsarrat's  own  reputation — a 
disaster  following  the  great  triumph  of  "The  Cruel 
Sea." 


I am  Inclosing  a copy  of  my  letter 
to  Dr.  Jacquelln.  Kow  difficult  these  queries  are'. 
And  If  I am  wrong,  tell  me  and  I will  write  another 
letter. 


..e've  had  soma  quite  crowded  days  this 
last  week,  somewhat  complicated  by  the  appearance  of 
an  acquaintance  (nephew  of  n very  dear  friend)  whose 
life  has  piled  up  to  such  an  extent  that  one  Is 
uneasy  when  he  Is  around.  Ho  has  gone  now  and  Ann  left 
yesterday.  The  friends  In  the  little  house  leave  to- 
morrow and  for  a while  we  shall  have  quiet — we  hope. 
Eertlia  Is  still  hero. 


Keith  will  go  down  to  New  York  around  Sept. 25  and 
stay  until  about  Oct.  3.  Later  In  the  month  he  may 
have  to  go  to  Viashlngton  for  a meeting,  but  this  Is 
not  certain.  Now  If  It  would  be  convenient  for  you 
I could  come  to  Arcan  Ridge  for  all  or  part  of  that 
time.  The  “onsarrat  book  will  have  appeared  In  this 
country  by  then  1 believe.  Mr.  Strauss  of  Knopf  told 
me  they  were  planning  for  September.  I think  wo  have 
no  reason  for  worry , but  we  might  want  to  huddle  together 
for  comfort.  >i'hat  I especially  don't  know  Is  how  free 
of  urgent  commitments  Helen  will  be  because  when  I see 
her  I want  to  talk  all  but  endlessly  about  her  new  book, 
the  "Teacher  book."  And  she  and  I will  both  want  to  make 
notes  because  there  Is  my  book  too  on  which  I need  her 
advice  and  yours. 

As  I told  you  over  the  telephone  the  weather  here  Is 
likely  to  be  treacherous  In  late  October,  but  we  can 
manage.  ’A'e  have  an  oil  furnace  and  can  stay  warm.  Neither 
Aelth  nor  I would  be  willing  to  drive  Helen  from  Portland 
at  night — w©  don' t either  of  us  like  night  driving  anyway 
and  with  Helen  In  the  car  I would  be  completely  unnerved. 
But  there  Is  a plane  from  New  York  at  12sl0  ?.H.  (DST) 
which  reaches  Portland  at  1:40  In  the  afternoon.  This 
should  not  be  too  difficult  for  you  nor  for  us,  \>'hether 
this  schedule  will  hold  after  daylight  saving  ends  I do 
not  know. 

The  way  Keith  generally  returns  Is  by  the  State  of 
Maine  Express  which  leaves  Grand  Central  at  9:00  r.M. 
and  reaches  Portland  the  next  morning  at  7:00.  After  a 
wait  of  about  two  hours  during  which  breakfast  la  had  In 
the  station  one  takes  the  kalne  Central  to  Fryeburgh, 

Kalno,  which  is  about  8 miles  from  here,  We  have 
sometimes  come  by  way  of  Boston--a  train  leaves  about 
8:30  A.K.  and  reaches  Conway  around  2:00  P.M,  Hull 
over  all  these  schedules  and  we'll  make  some  decisions 
when  I talk  with  you — and  we'll  decide  whether  we  want 
to  be  hare.  Just  the  four  of  us  and  looking  after  ourselves 
or  vr-;ether  we  want  Bertha  to  stay. 

This  has  turned  out  to  be  a long  letter,  1 didn't 
meant  It  to. 


My  love  always. 


^^nowvlllB,  New  Hnmpchlre 
AuRuot  23,  1953 


Door  Dr,  Jocquellni 


‘-Isa  Polly  Thorcson  has  asltod  me 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  August  I3.  The  "alorlous 
light  which  KIbb  Keller  doHcrlbee  as  sometimes 
visiting  her  In  her  sleep  Is  a purely  subjective 
thing  and  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  how  It  compares 
with  the  light  that  surrounds  the  rest  of  us.  We 
can  readily  perceive  her  mental  concept — It  Is 
a wonderful  dream  of  freedom  and  In’ependence — but 
s'ne  has  no  words  to  give  It  a physical  aspect  anv 
more  than  we  have  words  to  give  her  a visual  ' 
description  of  ordinary  daylight,  1 have  talked  with 
her  many  times  on  this  and  allied  subjects.  She 
reaches  Into  the  very  heart  of  things,  but  how  they 
appear  to  her  visually  she  cannot  tell  us.  with  all 
that  she  can  smell,  touch,  or  taste,  the  situation  Is 
of  course  very  different.  I hope  this  Is  what  you 
wanted  to  -tnow. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Nella  Eraddy  Henney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller 


Dr,  n.S.  Jacquolln 
Pox  222 
;!ollywood  23 
California 


Snowvllle,  New  Haapshlre 

AuRUBt  26,  1953 


Dearest  Polly , 


iiow  would  It  be  if  you  and  Helen  came 
up,  alone.  Just  after  the  UN  spench  and  stayed  until 
tiiae  to  £o  oack  and  present  the  medals.  That  should 
give  us  nearly  two  weeks,  keith  would  be  away  the 
first  part  of  the  time,  with  us  the  second  part  of  the 
tliiie,  anJ  I would  keep  bertha  here  co  look  after  us. 

The  weather  shou+d  be  lovely — though  I've  given  up 
trusting  weather.  I'd  meet  you  at  the  Portland  airport 
or  in  Conway  or  in  Fryebur^,  whichever  you  say,  so 
long  aa  it  is  in  daylight.  Golly,  but,  i do  want  to 
see  you  both'.  ,.e  practically  didn't  have  a chance  to 
sit  down  atx'i  talk  all  last  winter. 

ihis  Nobel  thing  is  so  baffling.  Everybody 
says  It's  such  a wonderful  idea,  nobody  knows  what  to 
do.  I hope  ;<.ric  can  set  the  work  in  motion  fast.  Some 
big  organlaatlon  ought  to  be  the  moving  force  and  If 
It  Isn^t  tTiS  AFOB  he  might  know  which  way  to  turn.  I'll 
wait  until  after  you  have  talked  with  him  before  I write 
to  Kelson. 


I am  so  sorry  for  Helen  and  Leonard — and 
for  the  boy.  The  devils  are  after  him  and  Helen's  letter 
may  halt  a few  of  them. 

Herbert  always  said  that  Hr,  Pfeiffer’s 
death  would  cause  many  changes  in  your  neighborhood — it 
will  bo  interesting  to  see.  One  cannot  weep  for  him,  for 
ho  has  been  gone  for  so  many  years, 

M thousand  gallons  of  oil  wore  delivered 
hero  this  morning  and  we  hope  the  furnace  will  be 
connected  before  nightfall.  Betting  odds  are  against  it — 
the  local  furnace  fixer-upper  wno  is  also  plumber  and 
electrician  has  so  much  to  do  that  he  spends  half  hla 
working  hours  sitting  r round  worrying  about  it.  .iln't 
Nature  wonderful-human  nature,  that  Isl 

Ky  love  to  you  both,  and  HOK  IS  HELSN'3 
POISON  IVY?  I forgot  it  again  last  night.  Good  thing 
Ann  wasn't  herol 


Auguat  23,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


I thought  It  quite  reimrkable  that  1 
should  ruii  across  tl.e  Inclosed  an  joui'ic®i..exit  of  a 

^glyn  in  the  SATURDAY 

R^.1,1  this  week.  I ao  sure  this  is  the  woman  of  whom 
Helen  spoice  to  Van  Vyck— you  may  want  to  send  the 
cilpplnc  on  to  him — or  he  may  have  found  the  name  In 
some  other  way. 

n w Lenore  and  Sidney  and 

nu 83011  ason  was  very  pleasant.  V.e  talked  much  of 
you  ana  Pielon,  hut  not  of  problems  except  that  they 
wanted  to  know  about  the  Konaarrat  thing.  Thioy  all  rofuao 
to  take  it  seriously— feel  that  Helen  is  too  strong  for 

a 4.^^!  effect  upon  her.  The  attitude  in 

Sot'ih  Africa  may  well  give  pause  to  the  ^gllah  and 
^.erlcan  publishers  and  Konsarrat  himself  may  realize 
pia.  he  is  hanging  on  his  own  rope.  I an  glad  we  have 
done  nothing,  but  I don  t think  it  is  tine  yet  for  us  to 
go  to  sleep  on  it. 


As  to  the  Uobel 
can,  Jane  Addama  got  it  years 
achieved  as  much  for  peace  as 
surprised  that  I'rs.  Roosevelt 
rate,  it  is  a comfort  to  know 
lean  upon,  not  only  for  this, 
ns  well. 


Prize  we ‘11  do  the  best  we 
ago  and  Helen  has  certainly 
she  did.  I an  a little 
is  not  on  the  list.  At  any 
tl;at  you  have  Eric  to 
but  for  many  other  things 


, . ol-l  furnace  is  ready  to  go  and  I still 

hope  to  see  you  and  Helen  on  Foss  I't.  before  the  season 
is  up.  You  can  leave  all  the  windows  open  in  your  room 
to  keep  it  nice  and  chilly, 

o glad  the  poison  ivy  is  bettor. 


Much,  a.uch  love. 


August  29  f 1953 


Dearest  Folly, 


The  only  thing  Helen  could 
honestly  do  for  the  RSADERf>  DIGEST  is  to 
express  her  gratitude  that  they  give  to  the 
blind  the  same  fare  they  give  to  the  seeing — 
and  this  has  been  no  small  service.  This 
could  be  contained  In  a brief  telegram  If  she 
felt  like  sending  It.  Of  course  they  want  a 
long  and  beautiful  state;.ent  and  that  is  out 
of  the  question  for  many  reasons. 

Aatharlno  Conant's  mother  died 
suddenly  yesterday.  Katharine's  sister  found 
her  dead  when  she  came  home  from  work  and  since 
no  doctor  was  around  they  have  to  ^ve  a 
coroner's  Inquest  along  with  all  the  other 
sad  bisiness.  Mrs.  Bomberger  had  not  been  in 
good  health  for  a long  time  and  her  deafness 
had  become  a great  burden  to  her,  b>jt  the  loss 
of  one's  mother  Is  always  hard. 

Dreadfully  hot  here  this 
morning.  I hope  it  Is  better  with  you. 


My  love  always. 


Snow  1 lie.  New  aaop shire 
September  4,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


I thlnli  the  Inclosed  letter  from  Kr.  Sakata 
very  Hweet  and  understanding.  You  remember  that  1 wrote 
him  that  i;olen  could  not  do  the  preface  for  his  translation 
of  the  book  on  the  education  of  exceptional  children,  I sun 
sorry  to  learn  that  Takeo  Is  ill. 

The  halLY  KIRROR  Is  a paper  for  morons,  but 
the  Foundation  should  not  permit  these  synthetic  interviews 
without  having  your  approval  of  them  after  they  are  written — 

I mean  yours  and  Helen's.  Monsarrat  baaed  his  story  of  Esther 
Costello  on  South  African  newspaper  accounts  of  Helen,  You 
can't  make  newspapers  accurate,  but  you  can  prevent  interviews 
like  this — and  squibs  like  the  one  that  friend  of  Leonard 
Pfeiffer's  wrote. 

I am  sure  that  Helen  ought  not  to  try  to  begin 
the  "Teacher  Book"  until  she  has  the  Latln-Amerlca  report  off 
her  nlnd.  Under  the  best  of  circumstances  she  will  have  many 
Interruptions  and  she  mustn't  start  (except  for  little  things 
that  come  to  her  that  she  may  want  to  Jot  downj  until  she  has 
the  decks  as  clear  as  possible.  We'll  lot  time  decide  what  Is 
best  about  your  coming  up  here, 

'Ihe  British  publishers  will  apparently  give 
"Esther  Costello"  a good  initial  advertising  campaign.  I am 
anxious  to  see  the  reviews. 

How  Had  It  is  to  read  about  the  break-up  of 
the  Colony.  I was  surprised  that  Kr.  Pfeiffer  hadn't  given 
them  the  houses  outright,  he  must  have  liked  the  feeling  of 
power  It  gave  him  to  keep  them  under  control.  I renember  Ethel 
saying  what  a relief  It  was  when  she  and  Eddie  were  finally 
able  to  buy  theirs.  And  I am  so  glad  that  Helen's  was  not  part 
of  the  general  set-up. 

The  weather  keeps  us  pretty  well  wilted  down. 
It  Is  a little  cooler  this  mornirig,  but  the  hujjidlty  has  risen 
and  we  are  not  very  happy. 

Ky  love  to  you  both — always. 


Snowv.llle,  New  Hampehlre 
::ept.  9,  1953 


Nearest  Folly, 

I am  not  sure  that  you  ought  to  torture  yourself 
an’t  Helen  by  rea-^lng  the  reviews  of  Esther  Costello.  Let  Eric 
anfl  me  ta>.e  care  of  them.  Because  of  Konsarrat’s  reputation  all 
the  major  book  magazines  and  departments  will  review  it  one 
way  or  the  other  and  some  of  them  may  even  review  it  favorably, 
but  remember  that  whatever  happens  we  have  won  the  last  battle. 

■ ith  “elen's  papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress  the  full  r cord 
of  her  life  will  be  available  to  future  generations  and  in  that 
record  I'onsarrat  will  have  a sorry  and  unenviable  little  niche. 

The  break-up  of  the  colony  la  very  sad.  I am  shocked 
at  t;.e  disposition  of  the  houses.  ^ seems  to  have  regarded  them 
as  truest  houses;  it  was  probably  our  mistake  that  we  never 
thought  of  them  like  that.  And  don’t,  ^on't  let  the  much-exag^era* ed 
accounts  of  what  he  did  for  Helen  upset  you.  Behind  the  obituaries 
the  record  is  plain.  Amelia  without  doubt  still  has  every  paper 
on  it:  I think  we  should  get  together  with  her  this  fall  to  talk 
about  the  Library  of  Congress  before  we  talk  with  Robert  Barnett. 

I am  sorry  about  Ethel. 

It  is  good  that  Bob  and  Isobel  have  written  you. 

That  breach  has  bean  a sorrow  to  me  and  to  you  and  to  them. 

They  were  so  far  away  and  so  unfamiliar  with  the  household  that 
they  simply  could  not  understand  what  was  going  on, 

Ve’~y  sad  news  yesterday  from  New  York.  Curtis 
cCraw's  death.  He  was  president  of  the  firm,  a very  good  friend 
of  iielth's  anl  in  general  what  my  grandmother  would  have  called 
"a  fine  Christian  gentleman."  We  shr.ll  know  by  four  o'clock 
today  whether  Keith  must  go  down  to  the  funeral. 

I am  inclosing  an  account  of  T.  . Eliot's  new 
play  from  the  Saturday  Review,  I don't  know  w’'en  it  is  due  to 
re'Th  New  York,  but  I know  you  and  Helen  and  I will  be  up  in 
front  when  it  comes. 

Our  weather  couldn't  be  more  glorious.  The.':© 
are  the  days  we  live  on  all  througli  the  winter. 


y love  always. 


Snowvllle , New  Hampshire 
Sept.  21,  1953 


Dear  H el  son, 


^ to  New  York  this  coming  Frldav  to  see 

If  I can  huxld  a fire  under  the  Foundation.  Much  material 
needs  to  be  dug  out  there,  but  Ineptitude  or  something  Is 
making  the  process  too  slow.  Helen  and  Folly  and  I will 
form  the  assault  party  and  when  the  raid  Is  over  I'll  trv 
to  write  you  a brief  summary.  ^ 

*^tie  Story  of  Esther  Costello"  Is  now  before 
the  public  In  South  Africa,  England,  and  the  United  States. 
Its  press,  thus  far,  has  been  bad  everywhere.  The  point 
that  Monsarrat  thought  he  was  making,  that  there  Is  much 
corruption  In  philanthropy , has  been  entirely  overlooked  In 
the  horror  of  thi  thing.  I am  glad  no  suit  was  brought. 
Letting  him  stev/  In  his  own  fetid  Juice  seems  to  be  adequate 
punishment  and  reward.  ^ 


my  Job. 


I will  write  you  again  as  soon  as  I have  done 


All  good  wishes, 


Kr.  Nelson  Is’eff 
Av.  Atahunlpa  230 
Mlraflores 
Lima  Peru 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  N.Y 
September  3O,  1953 


Dear  Nelson, 


I hope  the  Inclosed  sketch — blueprint  you  might  call 
It — Is  mat  you  want.  It  could  have  been  six  or  eight  times 
as  long,  but  I tried  to  keep  to  the  high  spots  with  International 
signlf icanae.  I did  not  know  whether  or  not  CARE  should  be 
listed  among  the  organizations  and  I left  out  many  of  the 
distinguished  associations  in  the  United  States  whose  field 
is  primarily  domestic. 

I am  sanding  you  a copy  of  the  brochure  on  Helen 
which  the  APB  gives  out.  You  may  want  it  for  straight 
biographical  material. 

Eric  has  been  working  valiantly  and  well  In  the 
cause,  I am  sending  him  a copy  of  my  sketch  and  another  copy 
to  Helen  and  Polly. 

The  girls  seem  well  and  send  you  their  love.  We 
are  sdl  enjoying  the  press  reception  of  "Esther  Costello."  The 
reviewers  are  saying  exactly  the  right  things. 

All  good  wishes — and  remember  that  I am  at  your 

service. 


Mr.  Nelson  Neff 
CARE 


Av.  Atahualpa  230 
Mlraf lores 
Lima 
Peru 


H«lan  Keller  and  World  Peace 


For  TBore  than  sixty  years  Helen  Keller  has  been  a world  symbol 
of  xinlque  value.  People  of  all  races,  all  colors,  all  creeds, 
on  all  continents  have  found  in  the  story  of  her  triumph  over 
deafness  and  blindness  an  affirmation  of  courage  and  faith  and 
from  the  example  of  her  dedicated  life  have  caught  a practical 
vision  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Her  service  to  mankind  began  when  she  was  a child,  not  only 
through  what  someone  has  called  "the  Fact  of  Herself,"  but 
through  reaching  out  to  give  others  *o  were  handicapped  the 
advantages  that  she  herself  was  enjoying.  When  she  was  eleven 
years  old  she  rescued  a little  deaf-blind  boy  from  an  almshouse 
in  Pennsylvania  and  raised  money  for  his  education.  While  she  was  still 
in  preparatory  school  she  found  time  to  work  for  the  kindergarten 
for  the  blind  in  Boston  and  to  make  public  appearances  with  Dr, 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf.  Before  she  was 
out  of  her  twenties  she  had  become  in  her  own  person  an 
International  clearing  house  for  Information  concerning  the  needs 
of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind.  This  position  she  has 
continued  to  hold  until  the  present  day. 

In  1906,  two  years  after  she  was  graduated  from  Radcllffe  College 
cum  laude  she  appeared  before  a Joint  session  of  the  Massachusetts 
legislature  in  support  of  a bill  to  establish  the  first  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States.  Under  her  Inspiration 
the  bill  was  passed  and  the  Governor  appointed  her  a member  of  the 
Commission's  board.  Since  that  time  she  has  spoken  in  behalf  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  United  States  (often  before  Joint  legislative 
sessions)  and  in  nearly  every  province  of  Canada;  In  Hawaii,  Japan, 
Korea,  Manchukuo,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  Yugoslavia, 

Greece,  Italy,  France,  Kgypt,  Lebanon,  Syria,  the  Hashemite 
Kingdom  of  Jordan,  Israel,  England,  Scotland,  South  Africa,  Brasil, 
Chile,  Perm,  Panauna,  and  Mexico.  >-ach  of  these  countries  can  boar 
witness  to  her  achievement  in  behalf  of  their  handicapped,  especially 
their  blind  and  deaf,  and  to  the  inspiration  of  her  presence  as  a 
universal  rallying  point  for  all  mankind. 

She  has  labored  with  and  through  organizations  of  world- wide  scope, 
among  them:  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  which  she  Joined 
in  1924  and  for  which  she  is  Counselor  on  National  and  International 
Relations;  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  for  which  she 
la  Counselor  on  International  Relations;  the  John  Milton  Society 
for  the  Blind  of  which  she  is  Vice-President;  the  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind  of  which  she  is  also  Vice-President,  The  Alexander  Graham 

Association  for  the  Deaf  (fonaerly  the  Volta  Bureau)  made  her 
an  Honorary  Board  Member.  The  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  elected  her  to  Honorary  Membership  "for  having  rendered 
outstanding  service  to  ths  welfare  of  the  blind  In  any  part  of  the 
world,"  In  1951  Lions  International  presented  her  their  gold  medal 
for  achievement. 
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She  hA8  been  honored  for  her  services  to  humanity  by  many 
countries,  among  them;  Yugoslavia  (Medal  of  St,  Sava),  Scotland 
(Doctorate,  Glasgow  University),  South  Africa  (Doctorate, 
rtltwatersremd  University),  Brasil  (Order  jf  the  Southern  Crossi, 
Chile  (Order  of  I^'ernardo  O'Klgglns),  Peim  (Citizen  of  Honor  In 
Lima).  The  President  of  France  made  her  Chevalier  of  th»  Legion 
of  Honor  "in  recognition  of  the  services  you  liave  always 
rendered  to  ttie  cause  of  my  country."  Mexico  gave  her  a sp  clal 
award  from  tlie  United  :fatlona  educational.  Scientific,  and 
Cultural  Organization,  She  has  spoken  several  times  before  the 
United  -atlons  and  has  been  commended  by  President  Truman  for  her 
work  on  Point  Four. 

'“'resident  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  was  a warm  and  helpful 
friend.  On  the  eve  of  her  departure  for  her  first  trip  to  the 
Orient  he  wrote,  "I  feel  confident  that  your  presence  will 
-rove  a lasting  Inspiration  to  those  Js^anese  laboring  under 
physical  handicap,  and  that  your  association,  brief  as  it  may  be, 
with  Japanese  individuals  and  groups  Interested  In  hiotaanltarlan 
endeavor  will  contribute  to  promoting  that  spirit  of  friendship 
and  good  will  between  our  people  and  the  people  of  Jspan  upon 
which  good  International  relations  must  rest,"  This  was  before 
the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  but  as  evidence  that  Helen  Keller's 
first  mission  to  Japan  was  not  in  vain  it  must  be  said  that  by 
Invitation  of  the  United  States  Government  she  went  a second  time 
In  1948  and  was  received  almost  as  If  she  had  been  a true  daughter 
of  Japan,  one  of  the  very  few  to  wliom  such  an  accolade  could 
have  been  given,  'lore  than  once  the  State  Department  of  the 
United  States  has  acknowledged  her  worth  as  an  ambassador  of  good 
will  and  world  peace. 

She  has  received  numerous  honors  In  her  own  country,  but  has 
refused  more  than  she  has  accepted.  In  I9II  the  ^national 
i.ducatlonal  ssoclatlon  elected  her  Active  Vomber  for  Life, 

In  1932  the  Educational  Ins'ltute  of  Scotland  elected  her 
Honorary  Fellow.  Her  advice  on  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
blind  Is  soiight  throughout  the  world  and  freely  glvenj  teachers 
of  normal  children  have  also  found  It  useful.  As  pupil  she  is  no 
less  valuable  than  as  teacher.  Schools  for  the  deaf  and  blind 
around  the  ea^jth  hang  upon  her  words  and  study  with  deep  attention 
the  way  she  was  taught.  Wiiat  she  learned  la  no  less  Interesting, 
nor  ability  to  ''speak  with  her  nouth'^  has  been  called  by  the  late 
distinguished  British  aural  surgeon.  Dr,  James  Kerr  Love,  "the 
greatest  individual  achievement  In  the  history  of  orallsm,  or 
Indeed  of  education,"  Her  speech  remains  Imperfect,  but  the  mistakes 
made  In  training  her  voice  pointed  up  the  need  for  further  study 
of  the  problem  and  today  from  South  Africa  to  Japan,  from  Australia 
to  the  United  States  the  deaf  come  nearer  to  perfect  enunciation 
because  Helen  Keller  tried  for  It  and  failed, 

^^**'k*^^**^*  influence  has  penetrated  (which  is  nearly  everywhere) 
1??  awakened  new  synq?athy  for  the  handiciq?ped  and  has  worked 
intelligently  to  bring  them  Into  the  normal  community  with  full 
rights  of  citizenship.  Her  belief  In  the  unity  of  mankind  has 
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October  2,  1953 


Dear  Mrs,  Campbell; 


I am  returning  to  you  with 
many  tlnanks  Mr.  Blaxall'a  book  about  Helen’s 
tour  of  South  Africa  andKarl  Meyer’s  Journal 
of  her  tour  of  the  Near  Jiast.  I found  them  both 
very  helpful. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs,  Mary  Campbell 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  St. 

Hew  York  11,  N.Y. 


/ 


Snovnrllle,  ew  Hampshire 
October  6,  1953 


eareat  Polly, 

Helen’s  heart  has  never  been  in  this  speech  to 

nell-bent  on  scolding  them  (and  they  may 
thlc  Is  not  t..e  time  for  It — rather  the  tlme^to  ^ 
call  attsntlon  to  tua  great  deeds  that  lawyers  have  done.  1 have 
shortened  It  nnd  recast  the  settences  that  seemed  to  throw  the 

lawyers,  but  I am  sending  down  the 
original — ..elen  may  want  to  go  back,  to  It  as  la. 

iv,  ■ l)Ook,  ^'Double  BIobgoihs,"  and  "Helen 

Keller  In  Scotland  came  jostercay,  but  I nave  never  received 

decided  not  to  send  It  until 

alter  l gou  back  here, 

T .A,  A 1 sent  you  the  Ford  Foundation  survey  of 

India  witn  two  articles  marked  to  be  brailled  for  Helen.  I want  to 

thl  ffinT  — fl  Christmas  present  to  her.  I also  sent 
the  LAD1H.J  ..uk JO  TRNAL  vitn  the  iovely  story  about  T'rs.  Martino 
and  the  baby  lions  and  tigers. 


, i”lc  called  the  last  day  I was  at  home,  but  I did 
not  have  a chance  to  talk  to  him— was  out  with  -*-atharlne  Conant 
and  did  not  get  back  to  the  house  until  too  late.  Very  pleased 
to  find  another  bad  review  of  "Esther  Costello"  waiting  for  me— 
this  from  the  "ATU^TjaY  Rin^IEk’.  So  '-ansr  has  driven  It  a 
review.  ^ ^ 


. ^ returning  to  you  the  photostat  of  Helen's 

letter  to  Mr.  & Mrs.  Pfeiffer.  Undoubtedly  they  did  promise  a 
new  house,  but  this  was  under  th.e  emotional  stress  of  the  moment, 
hay  no  attention  to  it.  You  have  the  house  an.-*  that  Is  the 
Important  thing.  Forget  the  grief  connected  with  It.  I am  also 
sending  the  review  of  gr.  -riddle’s  book— Helen  thou^.t  she 
might  like  to  write  to  him. 

, ’"Q  were  grortly  dismayed  on  our  return  to  Snowvllle 
to  discover  that  we  may  be  facing  a water  crisis,  hot  a .drop  of 
rain  had  fallen  and  our  spring  had  gone  so  low  that  it  did  not 
feed  the  reservoir.  This  me'-ns  that  unless  we  have  rain  we’ll 
have  to  close  up  shop  when  we  have  exhausted  the  supply  on  hand, 
'•e  have  eno  'gh  for  about  three  wGeks--what  we  need  and  want  Is 
a good  heavy  downpour. 

Lenore  called  last  evening,  hhe  was  very  pleased  to 
nave  y ^ur  note,  but  since  she  Is  going  back  to  Vaahlngton  by 
train  she  will  not  be  able  to  stop  at  Arcan  Ridge.  I am  glad 
because  I feel  that  Just  now  you  should  not  have  company  o^  any 
Kind,  The  thing  for  you  Is  rest  and  I hope  to  God  you  keep  your 
promise  about  getting  It. 


. uch,  much  love. 


Snov'/ille,  Key  Hampehiro 
Oclobor  28,  1953 


Dearest  Polly , 


'rlc  nu3  out  to  be  t.  bipedal  pleader  for  his 

own  caui-o  t.nd  I uu  disa-ppoinued . ll.o  omphusia  Is  entirely  wrong 
an  ! I think  any  Invidious  conparlaon|  betvfeen  tbo  i.FD  and  the 
AFOB  wo  lid  not  only  ijo  wlckcsd  in  Iteolf  but  would  Imir.ed lately 
antagonize  the  directors.  One  organization  la  aa  Important  as  the 
other  wholly  out  of  character  to  mo  for  Helen  to 

go  to  thoSwTti^a  throat  of  realgiiing  fi*om  either  on©— and  moreover 
with  & public  stutomeut  aa  to  her  reaaona  why  I Jood  lod  I migjht  aay. 

..h;^t  I thought  yju  atid  heion  ax^d  I — :.nd  Eric  too — 
had  agreed  upon  was  that  Helen  should  go  to  Hr.  Higal  and  Mr. 

Ziaglar  with  a request  that  the  work  of  both  organizations  be 
examined  carefully,  with  the  idea  of  improvement  where  necessary. 

The  primary  question  I3;  are  they  both  rendering  the 
best  possible  service  to  the  blindT  It  has  seemed  to  Helen  recently 
that  the  omphasls  io  on  publicity  for  tl*e  organization,  especially 
the  AFE — publicity  at  any  cost,  oomo  of  it  undignified  and  even 
harmful.  Helen  has  been  consulted  about  some  of  it,  Txit  its  nature 
has  been  mlarepresentei’.  to  her,  perhaps  not  wilfully.  At  any  rate 
the  whole  policy  ifl  this  direction  needs  redefinition.  It  should 
be  stated  clearly,  in  writing,  and  any  dovlatlons  from  it  should 
be  oevorcly  reprimanded. 

V.e  agreed  that  the  changes  in  personnel  have  been  so 
numerous  as  to  bo  alaruilng.  They  intllcate  that  the  organization  is 
not  a happy  one.  The  reasons  for  these  changes  should  bo 
investigated.  Fhon  a staff  mombor  wno  has  given  years  of  excellent 
service  is  dlsmlbsed  or  resigns  it  damages  pub3ic  confidence  and 
it  hams  the  continuity  of  ths  v/ork.  new  staff  member  has  to  be 
trained  and  this  takes  tins.  Why  have  so  many  left/  vrhy  )iave  so 
many  been  pusl.ed  out?  Does  this  situation  obtain  in  the  AFOB? 

i boliavo  it  was  agreed  that  the  AFB  and  the  ivFOB 
wished  to  continue  as  sister  organizations,  but  that  something  might 
be  done  to  eliminate  confuslou  in  thie  public  mind  as  to  the 
functions  of  each.  It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  that  certain 
people  nave  felt  that  the  aFOB  was  simply  a money-raising  name  to 
collect  more  funds  for  the  AFB.  This  is  understandable.  The  names 
of  the  two  organizations  are  very  similar,  the  executive  director  Is 
the  same,  the  officers  are  the  same.  (Is  this  last  statement  entirely 
true — thft  is,  that  the  officers  are  the  samSi)  Eric  gives  a very 
good  summary  or  the  history  of  the  AFOB  and  Halon  can  decide  how  much 
or  that  she  wants  to  bring  in. 

As  for  Helen  saying  that  she  no  longer  feels  able  to 
devote  the  major  part  of  her  time  to  the  AFB,  my  understanding  from 


2 


Helen  heroelf  la  tl’at  ahe  wanta  to  operate  where  ahe  can  be 
most  uaeful.  Katur-ally  her  travels  have  Inclined  her  towards  t e 
AFOB  and  the  broad  world  vision  of  what  must  be  done  and  1 
know  she  wants  to  emphasize  the  value  of  this  work — but  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  work  In  the  United  States. 

There  are  other  factors.  iieJ.en  can  says  that  she  does  not 
want  to  so  into  the  "tittle-tattle  picked  up  from  :.FB  and  AFOB 
staff  notnbers,"  bu<  that  this,  added  to  the  above  cakes  her  feel 
very  strongly  that  a thorou^l-i  iuvoatlt,Mlon  la  called  for  and 
cl  anaos  nado  for  the  boi  eflt  of  the  work  Tor  ail  the  blind.  And  if 
the  question  of  a new  director  should  come  up  I hnov:  that  Helen 
will  vant  to  te].l  then  th<- 1 they  should  have  a soelng  man  at  the 
helm. 

One  more  t’lng,  Helen’s  paper-a  to  the  Library  of 

A Con^ross  has  to  do  with  the  present  administration  of  the 

AFB.  If  r.ric  hlmsolf  were  executive  director  the  situation  would  be 
the  saco.  It  is  thc.t  iii  ILa  nature  of  things  is  not  a 

litarary  organization^  it  Is  a aer^ice  organization^  and  the  papers 
ahoul'l  be  in  the  hands  of  ucholars.  I don’t  think  this  point 
should  cone  up  at  all  at  this  tii.o. 

Hobert's  letter  to  lialejn  was  vej'y  s-'-d.  Tho  poor  follow  may 
be  hideously  mired  up  In  many  things.  Tho  wr.s  not  responsible 
for  the  story  about  Ilelon  and  ''It  at  the  Cosmopolitan*  Club,  but 
nobert  and  ..r.  A.  must  be  pleased  with  it.  The  other  clippings 
that  Kra.  favlcloon  sent  ne  are  fine  mixtures  of  truth  and 
exaggeration  and  downright  falsehood — but  again  the  AFB  is  not 
responsible. 

The  biassed  rain  is  coralng  down  and  water  Is  once  more 
flowing  Into  our  reservoir.  we  still  plan  to  return  to 
Garden  City  early  next  'weak. 

Uy  love  to  you  both,  always, 

^J&Tf 


^ “TCji,  \\  K •$  ^ 


October  30,  1953 


"'earest  Polly, 


I shall  probably  be  talking  with  you  by 
telephone  before  you  get  this,  but  I wanted  to  send  you 
this  clipping  about  the  Australian  aborigines.  Aprarently 
they  are  far  more  Intelligent  than  people  have  believed. 
There  Is  a lot  of  re-thinklng  on  the  whole  question  of 
primitive  peoples  and  one  of  the  leaders  Is  Dr.  Candldo 
Karlano  da  Silva  Rondon  of  Brazil.  I wonder  If  you  and 
Helen  ran  Into  him  when  you  were  down  there. 

The  account  of  Helen's  citation  I thought 
very  good.  As  for  attending  the  Anniversary  of  the  Kass. 
Association  for  Promoi  Ing  the  Interests  of  the  Adult 
Blind,  I should  say  It  depends  entirely  upon  how  you  and 
Helen  feel.  Remember  you  are  sup  x>sed  to  rest. 

Pore  rain  Is  promised  for  Monday.  If  It  comes 
we  may  postpone  our  departure  from  here  until  It  Is  over. 

It  Is  good  not  to  be  tied  to  a schedule  bnf  Keith  has  to 
be  back  In  the  office  on  Friday,  huit  In  any  event  It  won't 
be  long  now. 

I want  terribly  to  see  you  both. 

My  love. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garclen  City,  Nevf  York 
November  9,  1953 


near  Fiss  Loge: 


■;.ill  you  please  transcribe  in 
Braille  the  inclosecl  book,  "Prometheus  in 
Pitlsburf*."  including  the  inscription  on  tne 
fly-leaf,  and  send  it  to  Miss  Helen  Keller  at 
Arcan  Ridge,  marked  "Not  to  be  opened  until 
cSistmas."  Please  send  the  bill  to  me  at  the 
above  address.. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.  Keith  Hennay) 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 
158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing,  L.I. 

New  York 


Garden  City,  N.Y 
Nov.  20,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


I don't  see  how  Helen  can  possibly  invite  these 
two  Japanese  over  here.  The-e  is  no  telling  what  her  responsibility 
might  be — morally  and  financially.  And  besides,  she  might  not 
even  be  In  this  country  when  they  arrived.  I believe  you  said  that 
Shlnzo  took  rather  a dim  view  of  the  whole  project.  Anyway,  I think 
Helen  has  helped  them  as  much  as  she  can. 

No  letters  here  from  James  Iruslow  Adams.  If  the 
Foundation  has  none  they  were  undoubtedly  destroyed  in  the  fire. 

Keep  your  shirts  on  now,  you  and  Helen,  until  we 
see  what  is  going  to  happen.  The  trustees  are  sitting  on  a bigger 
powder  keg  than  they  realize  and  tr.uch  more  la  likely  to  blow  up 
than  they  expect. 

Anyway  wo  managed  to  have  fun  yesterday  and  I hope 
the  time  Is  coming  soon  when  we  can  meet  to  have  Just  that  and 
nothing  more. 


Tuesday , 


I'll  bo  in  touch  with  you  before  I see  you  next 


Keantlme  my  love,  always. 


m ot.j  Gs.i?'^©n  Clt-y*  Kqw  York 

December  11,  1953 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  sending  you  carbons  of  the  various  letters 
1 have  written — and  some  of  them  were  not  so  all-fired  easy 
to  write.  The  only  one  you  need  do  anything  about  Is  the  one 
from  Miss  Forbes.  As  I told  you,  I checked  back  through  some  of 
^ books.  In  Midstream  she  places  Walt  kTiltman's  LEAVES  OF 
GRASS,  Emerson  s ESSAYS,  and  Thoreau  (she  does  not  mention  a book 
but  I presume  she  would  say  WALDEN)  above  all  others  that  have 

often  spoken  of  her  lofe  for  Conrad's 
YOUTH,  but  since  she  is  limited  to  six  books  she  might  prefer 
poetry--Shakespeare,  Shelley,  or  Keats.  And  because  of  her  admiration 
for  Gandhi  I though  she  might  want  something  by  or  about  him— I 
don  t know  which  she  has  read. 


^ "^©ry  much  upset  by  the  sad,  sad  mess  at  the 

AFB . This  thing  about  Lenore's  guests  Is  shocking.  Dick  was 
probably  the  one  playing  footsie  under  the  table  and  that  may  be 
why  the  men  were  so  emphatic  that  he  must  go.  I had  thought  that 
they  expressed  themselves  very  severely  when  the  charge  was  that 
he  got  tight  and  talked  too  much,  but  they  must  have  had  this  other 
In  mind  too.  A good  sharp  reprimand  might  have  taken  care  of  the 
first  part  of  It,  but  they  knew  that  this  other  was  Ineradicable, 
well,  as  I said,  that  1s  now  water  under  the  bridge  and  Mr,  A, 
will  soon  follow,  I hope  to  God  that  Robert  gets  some  one  we  can  all 
trust.  It  does  disturb  me  that  yours  and  Helen's  precious  energy 
has  to  be  spent  on  this  sort  of  thing. 

This  morning  I am  reserving  a table  for  us  at  the 
Club  for  next  Wednesday,  From  all  accounts  we  shall  spend  the 
afternoon  laughing  and  that  will  be  a happy  change  for  us. 

My  love  to  you  both,  as  always. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York,  USA 
December  11,  1953 


Dear  Frauleln  Elisabeth  Karttrampf: 


The  inclosed  letter 

to  your  cousin  explains  why  I am  writing  Instead  of 
Miss  Helen  Keller.  I have  tried  to  make  it  the  kind  of 
letter  that  she  can  receive,  but  it  was  difficult  because 
all  the  while  my  heart  cried  out  to  say  so  much  more.  I 
hope  she  can  read  between  the  lines  Mias  Keller’s  love 
and  appreciation  and  the  rage  that  we  all  share  that  such 
cruel  barriers  should  be  erected  between  men  and  women  of 
good  will  anywhere  in  the  world. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney, 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Frauleln  Elisabeth  Harttrampf 

Berlin  N.W.  8F 

Tile-’ ardenbergstr.  13 

Gartenhaus  1 

Germany 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York,  IJ.S.A 
December  11,  1953  * • . . 


Dear  Frau  Gertrud  Richter: 


Helen  Keller  has  had  no  deeper 
satisfaction  than  that  which  comes  from  knowing  that  her  life 
has  been  an  Inspiration  and  help  to  others.  She  has  lived  to 
serve  mankind  and  today  at  seventy-three  Is  working  harder  than 
ever.  During  recent  years  she  has  done  a great  deal  of 
travelling  In  behalf  of  the  blind  of  other  countries.  She  has 
visited  Japan,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  Israel,  many 
of  the  countries  of  the  Near  East,  and  most  of  those  In  Europe 
Earlier  this  year  she  made  a tour  of  South  America  and  Mexico 
and  now  at  last  she  Is  settling  down  at  home  to  perform  a work 
of  love  which  she  has  long  contemplated,  the  writing  of  a book 
about  her  wonderful  teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Kacy,  who  died  in 
1936.  It  has  been  very  difficult  for  her  to  find  the  uninterrupted 
leisure  necessary  for  her  task.  For  this  reason  she  has  had  to 
thrust  aside  her  correspondence  and  curtail  her  activities  at  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for 
Overseas  Blind.  The  Inspiration  of  her  teacher's  life  la  as  great 
as  that  of  her  own  and  there  Is  no  one  who  can  tell  the  story  as 
beautifully  as  Helen  Keller  can. 

In  February  1951  friends  of  hers  began 
to  make  plans  for  a Documentary  Film  of  her  life.  This  Is  now 
nearly  completed  and  will  shortly  be  released  to  the  public.  It 
la  another  vivid  presentation  of  her  message  of  courage  and  hope 
and  since  It  shows  her  Intimately  at  home  as  well  as  In  her  public 
appearances  It  will  make  those  who  see  it  feel  that  they  know  her 
as  a person.  It  Is  a very  moving  human  document. 

Miss  Keller  has  the  keenest  Interest  In 
world  affairs  and  never  falls  to  strike  a blow  for  freedom  when 
the  opportunity  arises.  A short  time  ago  she  spoke  on  peace  before 
the  fJnlted  i^atlons  and  she  constantly  makes  public  expression  of 
her  belief  In  world  brotherhood  for  all  men  everywhere.  Sometimes 
the  way  seems  dark,  but  she  never  loses  hope.  And  that,  of  course 
gives  hope  to  the  rest  of  us. 

VI th  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Eraddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Frau  Gertrud  Richter 
Berlin  Relmckendorf 
Germany 


Ill  Fifth  St. 
January  7,  19 


, Garden  City,  Wew  York 


Dear  Ken, 


About  that  Introduction  to  a new  edition  of 
STOHY  OF  V.Y  LIFE.  Helen  won't  write  It.  In  the 
first  place  she  doesn't  like  to  write  about  herself 
and  in  the  second  place  she  Is  deeply  engrossed  In 
an  article  for  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  about  her 
trip  to  South  America  last  spring  and  especially  in 
her  v;ork  on  what  she  calie  the  "Teacher  book."  Then 
of  course  there  is  the  correspondence — she  hasn't  even 
read  all  her  Christmas  cards  yeti 

But  an  excellent  person  lies  In  the  offing  if 
you  can  get  him;  Ralph  Barton  Ferry  who  taught  her 
philosophy  at  Hadcllffe  some  fifty  years  ago,  Ghe  saw 
him  recently  in  Boston  and  I think  he  might  be  very 
happy  to  do  It.  You  might  remind  him  that  this  June  is 
the  50th  annlvesary  of  Helen's  graduation.  I on't  know 
If  Radcll'f’fe  will  take  special  note  of  It,  but  I shouldn't 
be  surprised.  Helen  does  not  have  his  address,  nor  do  I, 
but  I think  you  can  get  It  from  WHO'S  WHO. 

Ithln  the  next  two  or  three  weeks  I am  going 
up  to  Westport  for  a few  days  to  talk  with  Helen  about 
her  book  and  after  that  we'll  all  get  together  In  New 
York. 

I am  glad  you  were  able  to  come  to  the  film 
and.  very  glad  that  Helen  and  Folly  liked  you. 


?^lncorely,  always, 


January  22,  19!^ 


Dearecit  Polly, 

Onl’’  tMs  morning  all  the  versions  for  the  card 
carae  In.  I have  struggled  vlth  them  (as  well  as  the  one  Helen 
gave  yesterday  at  the  Harvard  Club)  and  have  come  un  with  this 
which  1b  a combination  of  the  lot.  I read  It  to  “ancy  and  she  ' 
agreed  with  me  that  It  filled  the  bill.  Now  11  is  up  to  you 
and  Helen.  At  any  rate,  here  It  Is,  and  when  It  1b  printed  no 
signature  is  required.  , 

hiss  Helen  Heller  thanks  you  for  your 
beautiful  letter  about  the  film.  3he  would  answer  It 
herself  exoent  thst  she  is  now  completely  absorbed 
In  the  biography  of  her  teacher,  Anne  Sulxlvan  Macy, 
re-vrlting  the  manuscript  which  was  destroyed  In  the 
fire  that  consumed  her  first  home  at  Arcan  Ridge.  It 
Is  a precious  satisfaction  to  her  that  the  documentary 
pleased  you  and  she  prays  that  its  message  cay  be 
another  means  of  bringing  Inner  light  and  purposeful 
living  to  the  blind  and  the  deaf. 


It  will  tako  a peetty  good  sized  card  to  hold 
all  this,  ! ut  not  more  than  three  cents  can  carry  arid  it  will 
gix'e  you  room  on  the  back  to  write  a personal  word  where  It  Is 
needed. 


I asked  Haney  about  the  party  and  she  says  It  Is 
to  bo  small — Just  us  with  V.lt  and  Guthrie  and  Pick  and  Kaxal  and 
maybe  one  or  two  others  dropping  in.  At  the  end  there  will  probably 
bo  only  those  of  us  who  were  present  two  years  ago  when  the  whole 
thing  began. 


Tomorrow  or  the  next  day  I will  send  you  a list 
of  the  letters  that  have  come  in  thus  far. 

And  tell  ;-.slen  that  I am  reading  Shelley,  She 
keeps  me  humping. 

My  love  to  you  both,  as  always. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  22,  1954 


Goar  Mrs.  Davidson, 


Will  you  please  type  the  Inclosed, 
making  as  many  carbon  copies  as  will  come  clear.  Then 
send  it  all  to  me  and  I will  proofread  it  and  send  it 
to  Polly  to  send  to  some  other  oeople. 

I hope  you  are  staying  well,  though 
it's  not  a very  easy  time  of  year  to  do  it. 

All  good  wishes. 


Evelyn  Davidson 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16  St. 

New  York  11 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  28,  19^4 


Dear  r-'lss  P.oss; 


Mss  Helen  Keller  has  been  so  over- 
by  requests  of  various  kinds  that  she  has  been 
obliged  to  break  away  from  her  correspondence  so 
as  to  find  time  to  write  a book  about  her  late 
teacner,  Arne  Sullivan  Macy.  The  first  manuscript, 
as  you  may.  know,was  destroyed  In  the  fire  that  con- 
sumed her  home  a few  yea.rs  ago. 

surpass  t.s  tri'MrS^s 


P’Jbllshers,  Doubleday  & Co.' 
b75  hadison  Ave.,  New  York  22,  N.Y.  with  regarc 
reprinting  It.  ^ o 


to 


Very  truly  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Roller 


Miss  Katherine  Ross 
790  East  St. 

Dedham,  Mass. 


Ill  Fifth  :>t.,  Cltj*,  York 

januHry  30,  195^ 


■:ear  Tr.  i'errj  : 


r.ifiB  roily  Thomson  Is  v'ritlnir.  to  you  this 
week-enf^.  Y'lsterclay  aha  asked  me  to  send  you  a copy  of  the 
IncioEod  article  which  was  written  last  summer  at  tl-e 
request  of  IT.  Nelson  Keff  who  is  head  of  the  CA'^E  organlratlon 
In  -jouth  America  and  ilaptern  Furope.  If  It  does  not  give  you 
the  Information  you  wish  p,bout  wise  (teller's  activities  since 
her  graduation  from  iladclif"''®  pleaso  let  me  know. 

All  i-'lss  Keller’s  friends  are  happy  that  you 
a-s  to  do  the  Introduction.  She  herself  says,  "I  am  very  proud 
♦hat  hr.  i-erry  has  consented  to  write  It." 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Dr.  Ralph  Barton  Ferry 
935  i-.emorlai  Drive 
Cambridge  33 
.’•.aeoachusetts 


H r 


111  fifth  St.,  Garlen  City,  Knw  York 
Hebruury  11,  1934 


tear  l-ilss  Logea: 


boo’<C3,  all  or 
to  trariF-criba 


Jnder  separate  cover  I am  sendlnw  you  three 
parts  of  vnlcb  "Iss  lelan  .teller  'fou 

for  her.  " ' 


entire. 


Voices  of  the  Stones"  by  A, 71.  is  to  be  transcribed 


I havo  along  the  index  the  ..oonis  she 

wisnea  from  The  Lyrics  and  Shorter  Poems  of  Te  cv  Bysshe 
Shelley,  ^hey  a^e  as  ■f'ollows; 

■^■onnet  p.  56 

Hymn  to  Intellectual  Beau tv  p.  J31 

Lont  Bl''nc  r.  13'^' 

The  Sennltive  Plant  p.  3A1 
Hyrn  of  Apollo  v. 

TV»e  Two  Spirits:  an  Allegory  n.  362 
Good-night  p.  -’i09 
hirge  for  the  Year  p.  410 
Ihe  Triumph  1.1^0  p.  ■^■*32. 

From  "Playn,  T>anslatlons  an:^'  T.ongor  lo'rn,"  also 
by  Shexlay  she  wishes  only  the  chorus  from  "Hellas"  v ich  begins 
on  p.  349  and  ends  on  >.  350, 

Tho  article  v/h^.ch  Him  Tltomncn  mriled  to  yon 
yesterday  should  have  the  right  of  way  over  this  material.  V.hen 
you  have  finished  v/ltli  the  above  please  send  tl'.o  Brail? e direct 
to  i-.lBs  holler  and  return  the  books  to  me.  And  also  1 should 
like  the  bill  sent  to  ne. 

’■■'t’l  all  good  vlnhes,  I '-n 
Gincerely  you*^n, 


>'ls5  Flea  r.  Logos 
53-17  .ianford  Ava. 
• lushing,  !,.T. 

New  York 


4V2^I  »n 


tee^oJ  qalK  litevi 


eenrfi  uc^  galftna®  oib  I i&roo  Tefcnli 

UO’’  BS.icIv  't#IX®>.  ntXell  bhIX  rfoinw  1o  «*nBq  no  XX®  ,E3foocf 

.nerf  iol  edXnoanB'iJ 


6»dlnoaaMi  ad  oJ  ai  ,3. A x<X  "aanoiS  axfi  lo  BeoloV" 


.aTliae 


erta  aaiocq  art:*  xebnX  «iiS  saoX*  av/irf  I 

•dsaxS  X®  "^o  bomoH^  neinofift  ha®  boXtx*^  eerialw 

rawcIXol  ab  e^®  x*^*^  ".xsXIarie 

. q d-onno'* 

X8X  .q  lauioaiXeJnl  oi  nroxH 

rrx  .q  nnaXS  trroM 
XAC  .q  dnJBl5  nvt  jttnaoH  ®rfL’ 

,q  oriocfA  To  crnvH 

Sda  ,q  x*to.^®XXA  n>i  ladX'ilqC  ow'X  exIT 

QOA  ,q  df^5X^-^ooD 
OXA  ,q  laeY  arid  not  ognli: 

,28A  ,q  otXJ  to  rfr;p:i,'XnT  erfT 

oaXa  ",Bai6o'I  nrsnoJ  f;fia  HaoXtalpnanT  ,nxoX^"  ocn^ 
aal^ad  rfoXr.w  “aalloH"  cjont  aonorio  arid  X-^no  aerfaXw  exia  x^ 

.0?,r  .q  dc  8^^^a  f.na  .q  no 

Ilex  od  f-alXanr  rroBmoffP  rfofrfw  aXnXdnjB  offT 

aotfrf  .XalneJara  alrfd  nevo  x-®''^  ‘i®  drtsXn  arid  avari  blixoria  x^bnO  'Sex 
doanXb  elXlanS  arid  bnaa  BB^alq  ovoda  arid  ridXw  beriaXnlt  rvarf  oox 
blL’oria  I oala  bnA  .eo  od  ajiood  arid  mudan  bnfi  neXXo*i  eaX-i  od 

.am  ftt  dnaa  XXlcT  erid  a3(ll 

as  I .rerlalw  boos  XX«  rfddv.' 

,an!TOX 


na^oJ  .1  nnX.’X  aalM 
,avA  bnotnaii  YX-65X 
.I..1  ,3nirfaoXt 
31'SoY  He'd 


....  r • 


T.  -t-- 


n 


List  of  Shelley's  Poems  I want  copied, 
or  Just  extracts 


^ Adonals  ty  5"  <(- 
->  Dirge  • ■ f 


Death  ¥■-  |-  y- f - /iZ-  )‘?V- 
Frora  the  Arabic  (Imitation)  ^ I 
Fragments  1?<|' - 3 1 ?i>| 

1-  7 i'- 

Boaton^^e  Serchio  /y 

Good-night)  ^ 

'' — " ^ 

Hellas  ^ 1‘t  >+^-fp 


Rosalind  and  Helen  z / o ~ 

-■i6|  Queen (Wb  5V  ik  ‘j 

^ Sonnet  '^7 

bf 

Revolt  of  Islanri  ' ^ p p • 
-f: 

The  Sensitive  Plant  ^ | 

.Jte  Trixin^jh  of  Life 


11^  •^. 


, ^ Hymn  of  Apollo] 

->cHyinn  to  Intellectual  Beau'^  /?  I 

EpdpsycMdion  u | . L 

' : ! 

Dedication  to  the  Witch  of  AtHaa 
A Lanent  t 


y...  I - (iiCo. 

i_LOv>^ 


I^ian  and  Madalo  - ^ " 

f jZ*A  if-  f • 

Lines  to  a Oitic  3 ^ y 

I ; tfrv  y 7.  y 

Mount  Blan^  /T'  3 
Ode  to  Heaven  - 3 

On  the  Medusa  of  da  Vinci 


The  Two  Spirits  '](oZ- 


The  Cenci  a'>-o‘'^T«PP 

To 

(The  crsme  o'er  seas 
and  forests  seeks  her 
home) 


^-C^f  ^p 


f»-io-vi  (<-^- 

I ^ '^7^7 


^faffiqf^o  Scis*  I 

nelsH  hnB  fc«iIs8o.*i 

#£T/  n&»ttQ 


i>y 


^ iafUio2 
! 

m&Ial  |o  ^XovaH 

> 

ind*!  srl^l^aiisS  9ifl 

I 

s'iiJ  1o  riqiuiitT  ojfT 
■Jidq^  okT  oriT 

r 

^siioO  oflT 

i ...c^ 

®***£  3? ' ° ) 

i»ri  m(»a)s  Buaeio't  bras 
(ocicri 


ewBoT  8'x»deiia  lo  iciJ 
B^OR'liXO  itKut  rto 

-t  ■ elisnobA 
r S^tlia 

' jWseG 

(ncWs^ifiil)  DJtdfyrA  odi  moT*? 

e.+n«iirsfBT^ 
oltio*iB2  ftrii.  no  tfsoS 
- ^dpifi-booO 

I - I esllefi 


I 


r ^ 

I'  oIIeqA  lo  ru8''cH 
HcrwfisR  XfeUvto®IIejn£  oX  nmxH 
noibXdatsqiqS 
^FJJA  to  doJiV  !>riX  ot  nolXeolbef! 

inembJ  A 
oXEbsM  bfiB  njsXXj/H 
oXXXt^  e canXJ 
sXbi/M 
;«*Xe  imroM 
nevpoH  oX  nbO 


ionlV  isb  ^ «eifbaM  adX  nT 


Ill  ?lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  Wew  York 
''ebPM  ry 


Dear  Margaret, 


I am  ever  so  pieaaed  that  you  like  the 
little  snit.  I liked  it  xyr.elf,  hut  i^  wao  never  quite 
right  on  me--you  know  how  it  is  aoiDeti;nofi--anM  I was 
not  happ  . In  It,  as  I hope  you  vill  t®. 

Or.  :.or.:;ey  I ’..ent  up  to  r.nerd  tvo  or 
three  .days  with  the  girls.  How  they  do  workl  Helen  is 
in  a creative  fur;',  bard  at  it  on  r hook  about  Toacher. 
i think  you  know  that  the  fir.et  manuscript  was  destroyed 
in  the  flr-e.  Jolly's  task?,  are  mu.nlfold  and  r.ever-cndlng, 
but  she  is  magnificent,  khat  sne  has  donfj  for  . elen  Is 
beyond  all  nrai.oe  and  I -.'rould  like  to  think  tbet  Toachcr 
knows  about  it. 

It  was  good  to  have  a note  from  you.  I 
fool  thPt  }'clly'e  ffmily  Is  my  family  too  end  I hope 
that  fate  will  some  how  or  another  make  it  possibic 
for  'JO  to  meet  ore  of  ■'■ho''e  dnjm.  My  sister  fell  in 
love  with  all  the  Thomsons  she  met  and  with  Scotland 
into  the  bnrgait:, 

!:any  thaiYks  for  writing  to  me. 

"incenely  (I  iT'ean,  affectionately,) 
yours, 


Kios  hargarst  Thomson 
11.  a Bungalow 
k-"dullle  Lodge 
Bingwail 
Pos' -shlro 
Scotland 


D<t"  per  t 


' oJ ly , 


111  Firtb  3t.,  Ga-aon  City, 

y )>■  pv  12,  ?-9 


V.hen  J.  came  bouic  J.  found  a "viee"  check  for 
’’ovaLt  l-»fl  on  tie  of  ' 1’/  M-.C’'. 

This  is  a direct  r'=euT+.  of  Helen's  vieix  to  Mrszli  and  1 
»rr^  '’ppn’inc-  t'^'  ’\itV'  Mr'  tV.o  poetry  ’..ralllga 

that  re'ien  v.’onts. 


i' . Y. 


On  the  catc’io?  of  tVie  various  iteais  at  arcan 
"1  ^ *e  arU  Ihinzo  vv  '>rr  yoo  nan  /of  a kit  v;i.lh  i’re  little  hits 
of  court  piaster  on  which  to  write  the  nuabers  and  tae  kind 
of  in-’otible  ink  wl'l  wh’c''i  tb-,’y  e-joulo.  bo  written.  TTie  cata.lcg 
should  Inc-iudo  every thinp  of  value,  sentimental  or  otherwise, 
the  thir.^~  on  •b-irzo ' b li“X  as  w‘^11  ■ tb  ■ ot’icrs,  '.rd  aft.-r 

each  one^shouid  be  the  name  of  the  person  or  organization  for 
wbiob  i>  is  ifitorided.  - +?rr.Mlc  job,  but  iTvi'son  can 

help  you  ancl  1 wila  too. 


cere  I inter  runted  myself  to  see  If  i could  find 
rriy  •T'>  -c rn?’ Inrr.  s'''!ut  t':e  ’Isyooltion  o'  the  houeehold  effeots  at 
Arcan  ^’Idge.  I did  fine  it,  dated  Jan.  20,  1951.  l’’ou  have  the 
o na ’ so.O'>'\' ■e>^e . 1+  movd-  up;-(:r,h'i. y r.'jeds  .•'ovision  and  tho  old 
copies  destroyed.  In  it  tho  funeral  arranger ents  ara  trusted  to 
”Obe:^t  ''  rnett  sad  "lirh  >11 1 tin, y ton  i,"  among  t'r-^  p.HlI  baarers,  or 
at  least  on  tl  e list  from  which  they  are  to  he  chosen  and  Et  Tu 
is  '’o'-l  -.'fiXod  "or  'Tri''e.t  . anax,  'iliiS''’  an;  jn  :t  aarr.r.les  of  t.’ae 
sort  of  thing  we  need  to  take  care  of.  1 wcr.'t  sond  you  my  list — 
I'x  -'.atb-.r  'log  ii  up  yo  , ri--:' p ry-,-.y  yjop'. 

1 ir  currant  Tiat  of  'air-.;: are ’’•s  in  as  ■'':illow9: 


V,  \ J . OU'-- 

' ' 14-  (‘f  ^ ^ 


Gr  . Conrad  ' erens 
or.  Claude  ..iAon 
k-br.  -.iniam  Megler- 
.'.r.  uames  Adams 
Gr.  Gonal-’’  Hal ''on  r 

..en  .••bCormlck  {V3  bad  him  on  the  orlrlual  list  ns  a 

r ’'’“--•e.'-t  at  Ive  of  "el  on's  piibli elicrs ) 

. bllJ.lps  ..aller 
Go'- art  folf-op 

Leonard  ifolffur  \.botb  If  elf  fare  were  on  the  old  list) 
Van  yck  i.-'no’cs  (not  or  orlgirr-l  lia*  ) 

Guthrie  -'icGllntic 
t tun  "t  Gr  IV  -on 

I'Cbert  luffus  (not  on  either  list  but  j.  think  he  should 

kept  ■' n -ulnd) 

Y-'.Varren  Tyson  (on  original  List) 

Gilr.ny  baltb  (on  oi  i .'.nrl  list) 

.^.ol^,3n  i«off  (if  he  should  bo  where  be  can  coma) 
bag  Ir  Alxon 


This  gltes  us  a fine  lot  to  choose  from — of  oourre 
we  nbo\ildn't  want  f otn  all,  but  all  good  possibilities  should  bo 


aown.  You  may  think  of  othara.  1 soe  I left  off  ?obert  P-raady 
but,  1 vould  rnriar.bar  h;ltn.  lia'd  ba  Ilka  Kelson  and  some  of  the 
others  on  an  "if"  basis.  Dear  Do  vras  on  the  orijjinitl  xial.  I 
hope  vr  live  to  revise  it  :uary , tr.arjy  time.s. 

' if:o  letter  fuoni  your  sister  i-fv)'-npp+  v'h.ich  I um 
answer  in;’:  to. lay. 

Bad  review  in  tne  Timee  of  "The  Confidential  Clerk." 
f'en.s  tuf.  t,  your  brother  was  In  Ms  r.pj.rai  sal  of  It. 

I'l]  be  t h i nki np^  (>■"  .on  both  thin  averinr not  th'^t  it 

ta'-es  a party  to  make  :ne  Ao  t!.f:t'. 

I loved  belns  with  you  and  wa  must  have  another  se-slon 
befnr-'  ep.-at  ,:>p  yo'>  tvavo  pot  the  matarial  and  advice 

from  Bhln^.o, 


V 


lo  'e,  always, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Gar>len  City,  New  York. 
February  18,  195^ 


Dear  Dr.  Ferry: 


Since  ?'’lsE  Thomson  Is  confined  to  her  bed  with  a 
severe  cold  and  since  she  knows  that  you  are  in  somethlns  of  a 
hurry  for  the  material  for  your  Introduction  to  "The  Story  of 
My  Life,"  she  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  February  15. 

1.  Miss  Sullivan  never  used  the  Roman  alphabet 
In  finger  communication  with  Helen,  only  the  manual  alphabet, 

a copy  of  which  I inclose.  Miss  oulllvan  first  made  the  letters 
(3_o-l-l  against  Helen's  palm,  then  took  Helen's  little  fingers 
and  shaped  them  to  repeat  the  letters.  Tracing  the  Roman  letters 
on  the  palm  takes  much  longer  and  Helen  says  It  tickles.  This 
method  has  never  found  much  favor  with  the  deaf-blind,  though  It 
Is  used  in  some  cases. 

2.  iNo  psychological  studies  of  any  worth  have 
ever  been  made  of  Helen' a education.  I asked  her  about  this 
yesterday. 


3,  Miss  Thomson  says  she  has  no  biographical  data 
beyonr3  that  Included  In  the  memorandum  I sent  you. 

4,  Miss  Keller  has  no  suggestions  as  to  what  you 
should  say  In  your  Introduction,  nor  has  Miss  Thomson,  but  I know 
that  Mr.  McCormick  hopes  that  you  will  show  that  she  has  not  been 
idle  since  "The  Story  of  My  Life"  was  published  and  will  give 
some  Idea  of  the  scope  and  meaning  of  her  activities. 

5,  The  new  edition  will  Include  all  that  was  In 
the  first  edition  and  nothing  more  except  your  Introduction. 

I am  sorry  that  Kiss  Thomson  Is  not  up  to  writing 
to  you  herself.  She  and  Miss  Keller  both  send  warm  and  affectionate 
greetings. 

If  I can  be  of  any  further  service,  please 

let  me  know. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Dr.  Ralph  Barton  Ferry 
935  i'lemorlal  Drive 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 


Garden  City,  Wew  York 
February  27,  1954 


Dearest  Folly, 


Here  la  Helen  s corrected  article.  Even  after  Nelson 
and  Arthur  had  gone  over  It  there  was  not  much  to  do,  but  I think 
It  looks  too  messy  to  send  out  to  the  American  Weekly,  whether 
it  accepts  It  or  not.  I am  also  inclosing  a copy  of  my  letter  to 
Mrs.  Davidson. 


I am  glad  the  article  is  finished,  1 am  glad 
the  worst  of  the  tooth  business  is  over,  I am  glad  spring 
is  practically  here,  and,  now  that  the  rush  is  past,  I hope 
you  and  Helen  are  going  to  have  a little  uninterrupted  peace. 

I keep  thinking  what  fantastically  good  luck  It  was 
to  have  Kelson  here  at  this  particular  time,  particularly  because 
of  the  Documentary  and  the  article.  It  would  be  wonderful  to  have 
him  at  the  head  of  the  AFB,  but  I don't  think  he'd  ever,  ever 
take  the  job. 


We  may  get  together  on  Wednesday,  but  at  any  rate 
I'll  be  in  touch  with  you.  I seem  to  be  going  dovmhlll,  but  it 
Is  the  typewriter. 


My  love  to  you  both,  always. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Oarlen  City,  New  York. 
February  28,  1954 


Dear  Fra,  ’Davidson: 


, ^ sending  you  herewith  a corrected  copy 

of  Helen  s article  on  her  experiences  In  South  America.  It  will 
need  to  be  copied,  but  mimeographing  will  not  be  necessary  Make 
as  many  copies  as  your  typewriter  will  carry— only  from  what  Polly 
think  you  may  have  to  borrow  a typewriter.  Never 
mind  about  the  accents  and  other  marks  over  the  letters.  I'll 
fill  those  In  after  you  return  the  manuscripts  to  me. 


1 don' t suppose  It  is  necessary  to 
but  warn  anyone  who  may  be  concerned  that  the  article 
be  set  for  publication  until  the  corrected  copies  are 


say  this, 
is  not  to 
available. 


All  good  wishes. 


Mrs.  "velyn  Davidson 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  Vest  16  3t. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gar-len  City,  New  York 
Xarch  2,  1954 


Dear  Wr,  i-'.acomber: 


I-.lsa  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  convey  to  you  her  warmest  thanks  for  your  letter 
and  poem.  Both  have  been  transcribed  In  Braille  no 
that  she  now  has  them  under  her  own  fingers.  She 
would  be  writing  to  you  herself  except  that  she  has 
been  obliged  to  break  away  from  her  correspondence 
to  devote  herself  without  interruption  to  a task 
hat  she  considers  one  of  the  most  Important  she  has 
ever  undertaken,  namely,  the  writing  of  a book  about 
her  late  great  teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  Her  first 
manuscript  of  this  book  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  that 
consumed  her  homo  in  1946  and  since  she  Is  now  apprLchlng 
her  seventy-fourth  birthday  she  feels  some  urgency  in 
trying  .o  complete  the  work.  She  was  deeply  touched 
by  your  poem.  ^ 


Very  sincerely  youra. 


- rs.  Nella  B.  Henney,  Attorney  for 
Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Glen  I-iacomber 
915  Greenfield  Ave. 
’Vaukesha,  Wisconsin 


Ill  Firth  St.,  Qtirdan  City,  New  York 
March  4,  195^ 


Dearest  Folly, 


I am  nailing  your  books  tomorrow  morning.  I 
thought  the  two  by  Chlang  Yee  quite  charming  and,  as  I told  you, 
the  one  about  Australia  came  to  life  for  me,  now  that  I have 
seen  our  Southwest  and  have  become  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  Namatjlra.  1 don't  think  It  at  all  essential  to  have 
any  of  "This  I Believe"  brallled  for  Helen.  I rend  J unch ' s 
review  of  it  the  other  day  wten  I was  at  my  doctor's  and 
agreed  with  it  completely.  The  great  upsetting  beliefs  that 
are  tearing  the  world  aptirt  are  not  represented  at  all.  It 
would  have  been  nice  to  hear  from  a Communist  or  a Mohammedan, 
•^he  pieces  are  too  much  alike  and  Helen's  Is  as  strong  and  fine 
as  any  of  them. 


You  will  note  that  I am  Including  Louis  Fischer's 
book  on  Gandhi.  I know  you  don't  like  Fischer,  but  what  he  has 
to  say  about  Gandhi  rings  true  and  is  accepted  as  authoritative, 
everal  pages  are  quoted  from  his  book  in  the  back  of  a new 
tr^'-nslatlon  of  the  Bhagavad-Glta  with  an  introduction  by  Aldous 
Huxley,  It  seems  to  me  to  make  Gandhi  very  human  without  making 
him  any  the  less  saintly. 

Of  course  I'm  awfully  pleased  about  the  news  of 
tbe  documentary  and  abotit  Dr,  Perry’s  feeling  about  ASl’i  and  his 
atlltude  tov.-ards  his  introduction  for  Helen's  book. 

It's  too  late  to  tell  ’ elen  I'll  bo  thinking  of 
uer  when  I go  to  the  dentist  tomorrow  morning,  but  you  can  tell 
her  I was  thlhklhg  of  "her  . 


i-.'-Jch,  much  love,  always. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  'Xork 
Warch  6,  1954 


Dear  Dr.  Perry; 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind 
words  about  my  book  on  Pelen  Keller's  teacher. 

Che  sipncd  herself  "Anne  y.ensfleld 
GuJllvan,  than  "Anne  Sullivan  ■ acy,"  but  her  con- 
temporarlea  called  her  "Annie."  I think  of  "Annie" 
as  her  real  name,  but  like  all  the  friends  of  her 
later  years,  I followed  Helen  and  called  her  "Teacher. 
In  the  Documentary  film  of  Helen's  life  which  is 
shortly  to  be  released  she  is  referred  to  as  "Annie" 
except  for  the  first  time  she  is  mentioned;  then  the 
more  formal  name  is  used. 

Let  me  say  again  how  very  pleased  we 
all  are  that  you  are  doing  the  introduction.  You  are 
not  only  the  proper  one  t,o  do  it,  you  are  the  only 
proper  one  to  do  it. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Dr.  Ralph  Barton  Perry 
935  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge  38 
Massachusetts 


Ill  Fifth  Gt.,  Gf'r^on  City,  Now  York 
March  9,  1954 


Dear  Krs.  Davidson, 


Here  is  the  carbon  of  Helen's  article 
with  my  corrections  on  It.  The  OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  BLIND 
might  like  to  refer  to  it,  since  they  haven't  the  "copy" 
to  go  by . 


Thank  you  very  much  for  attending  to  It 

all  so  promptly. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Qar>ien  Cltv,  K.Y.,  QSA 
War  oh  9,  1954 


Dear  A’alaon, 


Herevlth,  at  last. 


The  AFOB  mafe  a few  emendations  on  names  of 
persons  and  institutions  and  I hope  everythlns  Is  straight 
Mrs.  Davidson  tells  me  that  she  thinks  it  will  come  out  In* 
the  OUTLOOK  FOR  T’iS  BLIKD  next  month  or  the  month  after 
that.  If  thers  are  any  awful  howlers,  you  might  cable  mo. 

I talked  this  morning  with  llr.  Camel  on  of  the 
AMERICAN  V/S^OCLY.  He  is  still  interested  and  I am  sending  him 
a copy  and  have  referred  him  to  Miss  heavy  for  press  photographs, 
Ka  will  not  be  able  to  use  the  whole  thing,  but  he  might  get 
something  out  of  It. 

You  will  be  disappointed  to  note  that  Helen  has 
not  made  the  additions  you  suggested,  3he  had  got  so  far  away 
from  It  and  was  so  Immersed  In  the  Teacher  book  that  I hadn't 
the  heart  to  urge  her.  3o  that  material  will  be  loft  for  you, 

I am  depending  upon  you  to  thank  Arthur  for  the 
expeditious  way  in  which  ho  handled  the  manuscript.  It  was 
miraculous  luck  that  you  both  were  here — and  it  was  funl 

Tell  Dorothy  I hope  to  meet  her  one  of  these  days, 
Mver  sincerely , 


Col.  Nelson  Neff 
CARR 

Av,  Atahualpa  230 
Hlraf lores 
Lima,  Peru 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  9,  1954 


Dear  Mr,  Camolon: 


In  accordance  with  our  telephone 
conversation  this  morning  I am  sending  you  a copy 
of  the  manuscript  of  Miss  Helen  Keller's  account 
of  her  tour  of  South  America  last  spring. 

If  you  should  want  to  use  any  of 
It  and  need  Illustrations,  you  might  get  In  touch 
with  Mias  Sllen  heavy  of  the  /unerlcan  Foundation 
for  Overseas  Blind,  22  West  1?  St,,  New  York  11. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


(l-.rs.  Nella  Eraddy  Henney) 


:'r.  David  Camel  on 
American  Weekly 
63  Vesey  St. 

New  York  7,  N.Y, 


1954  City,  New  York,  U.3.A. 


Rev.  Adolf  Goerwit7. 
Apollostrasse  2 
Zurich,  Switzerland 


Dear  'Ir: 


Mss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  t.o  renly  to 
your  latter  of  January  29.  Recently  she  has  cut 
herself  off  from  her  correspondence  so  as  to  devote 
her  entire  time  to  writing  a book  about  her  teacher 
tne  late  Anne  Sullivan  nacy.  ’ 

She  wishes  me  to  say  that  she  Is  unwilling 
to  have  My  Religion"  delimited  by  such  a subtitle 
as  you  suggest.  In  this  country  the  book  has  had  a 
strong  appeal  for  many  who  are  not  members  of  the 
New  Ci.urch  and  It  w'as  never  hiss  Keller's  purpose 
to  write  for  one  group  alone. 

It  is  not  clear  to  me  whether  you  have  a 
photograph  of  her  to  use  as  a frontispiece.  Cf  course 
she  has  no  objection  to  this  and  if  you  would  like  a 
new  picture  you  can  obtain  one  from  tbe  American 
Foundation_for  the  Blind  at  15  V.'est  15  St.,  New  York  11, 
New  York,  It  is  also  possible  that  they  may  have  some- 
thing by  hor  in  German  script.  You  might  address 
Mrs.  Ryelyn  Davldeon  at  the  foundation.  She  is  Itiss 
Keller  8 secretary. 

Vilth  all  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  your 
undertaking,  1 am 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


c 


/ 


Hi  Fifth  t . , 
A,  151-^ 


Cit_*  , wevi  York 


Oeflr‘'st  Joi]", 


orry  to  <50  on^;  In  f;ottlng  your  Kui  Ion  bock  to 
you,  but  hero  It  lo  at  lopl.  1 k;.  s p'lr  lcul?trly  ini  orr-pt  in 
"he  Kan  Jierincl  r.cCarthy.  I ’^.i-’n't  known  f;bo'it  t’uit  ono,  only  the 
oil  roillionolrG  In  Texas . It's  poinjy  to  be  n ;ong  flight,  but  I 
•-I’T  convinced  our  oi’e  v.iii  win. 


n ~13?,abet'-  luripy  Flynn  have  no  advlcn.  1 have 
never  T.ot  her  an:l  have  not  kept  iir  wit;  her  except  in  the  Dost 
superficial  way,  idn't  /ielen  withdraw  from  the  American  Civil 
hlberti-^s  Union  come  time  ago  ard  la  the  Amo’^lcan  Civil  hlbertl  ’a 
Union  of  California  the  same  as  t;  .-,  orgr.nizfttlon  in  the  'SastV  flnco 
she  Is  in  .\sv  York,  why  isn't  the  eastern  organization  in  chance? 

And  my  impraasion  is  that  the  one  we  are  most  familiar  with 
plunges  in  where  it  feels  itself  needed  without  dasa-n’ing  ;5000  for 
It — and  'iOOO  of  that  in  advancol  I don't  think  ; elan  s'loui ' do 
anything  unless  she  Is  very  sure  of  ihe  special  Issues  Involved, 
v.o've  all  juut  had  an  illustration  of  the  untowar'ness  of  impulsive 
action  in  o'ur  Jotters  to  Conalor  Fla.nders.  Also  the  danger  of  t -.king 
; oople  at  face  value,  hot  that  I think  we'll  ever  he  able  to  t-.ke 
therr.  any  other  wny, 

A'ou  probably  read  Ch.ories  Fooro's  book  review  in  the 
lloiGs  on  April  3.  hut  in  care  you  •’idn't  1 am  Inclosing  it  because 
of  the  marked  quotation  from  Fobert  '^rost.  It's  the;  w.ay  I feel  u.bout 
f'.o  hydrogon  bomb  nn-’  some  of  th-  other  horrors  of  our  time.  I tol’ 
elen  t ■ .•;  ot'r  -r  day  t'  '.  1 Frost  v'as  'h  ' poet  I hal  seiacted  for  is 
to  road  vhi'e  you  ‘^re  in  Anowviile.  I h;ive  his  poeiiiS  up  there — it  is 
v;r.G'"e  they  belong  because  so  m'^ny  of  them  were  written  in  thv.t  attr.os- 
I'bere. 


It  occurred  to  :r.e  Just  night  in  your  osare 

time  (sp'rs  timo,  halj  you  .i.lrht  be  Jolting  down  a list  of  :cople 
th-.  t yau  ’want  to  to  present  at  the  hew  York  oj.  ening  U e 
;'ocumentsry--f rlends  o'  yovrr,  and  r.clen's  viho  have  not  yet  seen  It. 
houl'-e  Ifelffer,  for  instance. 


‘.'e  are  to  meet  hen 
~nst  HA  ,11.  at  12:30  April  3,  but 
that  and  we  can  decide  wheti-  r we 
Join  him.  I '•oye  the  we  th^r  ’^.'111 
new  dress. 


KcCormick  at  the  nrusi-eln,  ll'v 
I*jli  be  in  touch  with  yon  br’fore 
are  to  meet  elsevf  ere  b fore  v,'e 
be  better — 1 '■•"  Oi  to  wer  r th-  t 


. ;ic 


uiUc’"  lo' e to  you  both, 


Hi  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Now  York 
April  13,  19 bA 


Dear  atb,  Davllaon, 


TVie  qulckeBt  route  to  our  place  In  New 

tit.ipahlre  Is  this: 


Start  on  the  .-erritt  larkway , continue 
on  the  I llbur  Cross  lerkway  to  route  20.  'ihen  to  route  128 
to  route  1 to  the  New  Kanpshlre  Turnpike,  then  route  16  to 
route  25  to  route  153.  A littio  beyond  Aaton  you  turn  rifflit 
to  Snowvllle  and  at  Onowvlllo  it  Is  a]v;ays  a good  plan  to 
ask  directions  up  our  hill  because  there  arc  two  roads  and 
BO!r.e  tlpues  one  Is  better  than  the  other.  The  directions  may 
seen  a tit  corcpllca tod  because  so  matjy  routesare  Involved, 
but  1 think  the  inclosed  maps  will  make  ovorything  clear. 

Ve  a-o  bo-t.h  looking  forward  very  much 
to  having  you  on  our  little  mountain. 


All  good  wishes. 


P.o.  i>on't  come  on  a weekend  if  you  can  possibly  help 
it.  ihe  traffic  can  be  v a r v heavy. 


-i-il  Fiftli  Gs-rdon  Clt-Vj  I\©w  Yorlc 

April  2A,  195-4 


Dear  Mrs.  Porter: 


.'•'IsG  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  convey  her  regrets  that  she  will  not  be  able 
to  be  present  at  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
the  Class  of  1904,  bul  her  schedule  will  not 
allow  It,  In  addition  to  carrying  on  her 
regular  work  with  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Over- 
seas Blind,  she  is  writing  a book  about  her 
teacher,  the  late  Anne  Bullivan  r,acy,  a;id  is 
fending  off,  as  best  she  can,  the  numerous 
requests  for  interviews,  autographs,  and  personal 
appearances  in  connection  with  the  impending 
premiere  of  a Documentary  ..otlon  Picture  recounting 
the  story  of  her  life.  She  sends  warm  greetings  to 
her  classmates. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Kella  Braddy  Honney , 
Attorney  for  ''elen  Keller 


Frs.  Charles  K.  Porter 
114  Canton  Ave. 

I’ll  ton  87 
kassachusetts 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gari^en  City,  New  York 
April  2^,  19 5^ 


Dear  Krs.  Blanton: 


N'llss  Helen  Keller  read  your 
letter  of  April  10  with  ^reat  Interest  and 
would  like  very  tcuch  to  see  Kr.  ilacy's  letters 
to  Miss  Ellett.  At  the  moment  she  is  too  pressed 
to  (jive  them  a minute,  since  she  is  not  only  carrying 
on  her  regular  v.’ork  for  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas 
B'ir^'’,  but  is  also  writing  a book  about  .-.rs.  hacy 
and  at  t>.e  same  time  fending  off  as  best  she  can 
the  innumerable  requests  for  personal  appearances 
and  •iriter»T(^ews  in  connection  with  the  forthcoming 
premJ^sre  of  a Docurentary^ilm  recounting  the  story 
of  her  life.  , 

t 

However,  she  and  i-llss  lolly  "homson 
expect  to  be  with  me  in  finovvllle.  New  Hampshire, 
towards  the  end  of  June  and  if  you  could  send  t’.ec 
to  me  there,  say  about  the  15th  of  the  month,  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  read  them  to  her.  If  you 
have  copies  they  would  do  as  well  for  this  purpose 
as  the  originals,  but  if  you  should  send  tho 
originals  I would  take  the  greatest  possible  care  of 
them . 


Except  for  the  notices  In  the 
press  at  the  time  of  i r.  Kacy's  death  in  1932  end 
tho  numerous  references  to  him  in  practically  all  the 
books  of  literary  criticism  of  his  time,  I'lss  Keller 
knows  of  no  other  sources  of  biographical  information 
concerning  him,  nor  do  I. 

^et  me  thank  you,  on  Hiss  Keller's 
behalf,  for  your  letter. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


;.rs.  Wyndham  Blanton 
3015  Seminary’  Ave. 
Hlchmond,  Va, 


J'!r.  J.S.  Bryan,  President 
Alabama  Institute  for  ^oaf 
Talla-^esa,  Alabama 


and 


Blind 


Dear  Bryan: 


tv-anir  VAM  fA  ’teller  has  asked  me  to 

Tn‘^io-1^  invitation  to  visit 

„Sl,,L^f  “5  '->sr-«t  thr.t  she  feels  heree’f 

SSf  the?  but  her  sohoflul.  Is  alrelfll'S 

^■' vy  tw^t  she  cannot  accept  any  other  invi  ^ i 
no  matter  bow  much  .she  may  wish  to  so  ’ 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  ^^onnay, 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garrien  City,  New  Yor'K 
April  2i\,  1954 


Reverend  V.'ayne  Dehoney 
Ave.  S and  43  St. 
Biraiingham  3 
Alabama 


Dear  Mr.  Dehoney: 


Cn  behalf  of  Miss  Helen  Keller 
I am  writing  to  thank  you  for  your  invitation  to 
her  to  attend  services  at  the  Central  lark,  naptist 
Church  on  the  Sunday  following  her  appearance  at 
the  premiere  of  the  film  depicting  the  story  of 
her  Aire.  She  regrets  very  much  that  her  schedule 
makes  it  impossible  for  her  to  accept,  but  the 
pressure  of  time  is  already  so  great  lhat  she 
cannot  accept  any  more  invitations  in  Aia.bama, 
however  much  she  may  desire  to.  I am  sorry. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney, 
Attorney  for  Helen  i^cller 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
April  24,  195^4 


Gr.r<ien  City , Nrw  York 


Th0  PIonorHhl©  Mr.  J&11103  ' . KorgGn 
B i rir,i  nghara , Alabama 


My  dear  t^r.  Mayor: 


i.lss  Kolon  heller  has  asked 
me  to  thank  you  for  your  gracious  letter 
welcoming  her  lo  Alabama.  She  Is  looking  for- 
war.i  to  her  return  to  her  native  state  and 
would  be  writing  to  tell  you  so  herself 
except,  as  you  can  well  imagine,  she  is  under 
great  pressure  at  the  moment,  trying  to  keep 
up  with  her  regular  work  for  the  American' 
Founlatlon  for  the  Blind,  ihe  American  Found 
tlon  for  Overseas  Blind,  while  she  is  oubjec 
to  Interruptions  from  every  side  from  people 
wanting  Interviews,  autographed  photographs 
and  a host  of  other  favors.  I am  sure  that 
you  will  understand  the  situation. 


\ ery  sincerely  yoursj 


Neiia  Braddy  Henney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller 


rt! 


ill  Fifth  St.,  Garlen  City,  Nbw  York 
April  25,  195^ 


::oarest  lolly. 


\.licn  I got  down  to  the  letters  from  Germany 
I 8£iw  that  there  were  only  two  that  I could  answer.  I am 
returning  them  all  to  you  Ihic  v;ay  so  you  won't  have  to 
bother  with  them  when  we  D.cet  on  j'uosday.  (.den's  littlo 
speech  I will  bring  with  mo  one'  wc  shall  go  over  it  together, 
the  three  of  us. 


It  is  r.;oct  ir.r.orh' nt  to  harrile  the  transfer  of 
the  holer,  heller  material  fro.Ti  the  Foundation  to  tho  Library 
of  Congress  without,  causing  ill  feollng  anyvtiare.  lbs  dtrary 
of  Congress  has  cordial  relations  with  the  .--7L  at  the  present 
time  and  I thinn  they  might  altaoot  rather  not  have  the  naterlo.1 
than  to  destroy  the  connection.  They  thintc  highly  of  hiss 
Lende.  .Che  has  been  very  useful  to  them  and  vice  versa  and  this 
mutual  helpfulness  is  oxtromely  valuable  to  both  organizations. 

I v’ould  hate  to  start  throwing  in  monkey  vronchtrs.  I think  that 
if  we  move  forward  with  malice  towards  none  and  with  reproaches 
towards  none  we  can  manage  without  friction.  If  we  can't  I 
think  we'd  better  I'ostpone  the  whole  business  until  we  can. 

i urn  quite  annoyed  that  the  interviews  did  not 
come  off  on  the  day  you  had  saved  for  tl>em.  Cf  cour.se  the  girl 
could  not  help  goLting  sick,  but  the  others  could  have  come, 
haybe  it.  all  can  v/ait  until  you  can  have  one  big  session  with 
the  iJ.Y.  papers  and  bs  done  with  the  whole  thing. 

The  word  from  hew  ..a.npshire  this  morulng  is  that 
our  road  up  the  hill  is  passacie.  tcls  ma-sns  that  if  the  weather 
is  good  we'll  probably  leave  here  next  ilonday  or  Tuesday.  I am 
trying  to  arrange  things  so  I can  do  most  of  my  packing  in  front 
of  the  TV  set  while  the  hearings  are  on,  but  it  is  not  easy. 

V.y  love  to  you  both,  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Kow  Xork 
April  26,  1954 


Dear  f'r.  Rardes: 


Kiss  Helen  Keller  has  asXed  me 
to  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  visit 
the  Alabama  School  for  Ne^ro  Deaf.  Your  work  is 
very  dear  to  her  heart  and  it  is  with  deep 
regret  that  she  feels  herself  obliged  to  refuse, 
but  her  time  in  Alabaioa  is  limltod  and  every 
minute  of  it  is  already  occupied.  She  sends  her 
warmest  good  wishes  to  you  and  all  your  colleagues 
for  v.hat  you  are  doing. 


''ery  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Ernddy  henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Hr.  Archer  r.  Eardes,  Principal 
Alabama  3chool  for  Hegro  Deaf 
Talladega 
Alabtutaa 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  Yor’iC 
April  25,  195^ 


Dear  Kr.  Korn; 


.-.iss  Helen  Keller  has  aeked  nje 
to  thank  you  for  your  cordial  invit?tlon  to 
visit  the  Alabaaja  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind.  II  would  give  her  great  pleasure  to 
accept,  but  already  her  schedule  is  so  heavy 
that  it  is  loiposslble  for  her  to  add  anything 
more  to  it.  She  sends  her  wnrcost  good  wishes  to 
you  and  all  your  colleagues. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  'ielen  Keller 


Mr.  Matt  A.  Horn,  President 
Alabama  Association  of  the  Deaf 
POB  268 

Talladega,  Alabama 


Ill  Fifth  3t., 
April  25,  195^ 


City, 


?<8v/  York 


Sear  hr.  Carruth; 


4.  . Fiios  l;elon  K^Hgr 

convoy  to  you  hor  warmout  thanka  for  vour 

anlov  vlanes  to  come  and  ehe  vow  a 

acredule  is  already  over-fui" 
and  she  is  obliged  to  dacline.  3ho  - 
iti..0re3ted  in  your  vork  and  it  is 
regret  that  aho  htas  corae  to  thi 


with 
decision. 


ly 

gr-  -t 


■ery  sincerely  yours. 


ksila  Braddy  ^'*ennev. 
Attorney  for  Helen* -^eller 


i'erry  Car>-uth,  Iroaident 
^vlurnni  and  Workers  Association  Ine 

1-nP  nJi'^  AAxu* 


lalladega,  Alabama 


llx  Ct.,  Gtirclen  City,  New  York 

April  2'j,  19-54 


''ear  Ken, 

'•'any  thanke  lor  your  letter.  Good  workl 

•Alabama,  seems  to  be  working,  itself  up  to  the  pitch 
that  Brooklyn  would  if  the  Dodgers  won.  invitations  pouring 
in  and  I am.  writing  for  Helen  to  refuse  them  all.  . er 
schedule  already  very  tight.  Of  course  she  will  not  autograph 
books  in  Birmingham,  nor  anywrere  else.  i*or  hands  are  too 
important  to  her  to  be  tired  out  in  this  way,  but  it  is  nice 
that  the  '^oople  are  interested. 

1 gather  from  '^'ancy  hamilton  ihat  tlie  V.hite  house 
business  is  all  straightened  out.  Ihe  aew  Votk.  opening  of 
the  documentary  depends  upon  how  soon  the  Lowell  Thomtis  film 
gets  out  of  the  \vay,  Helen  and  Bolly  and  I saw  it  last  Tuesday 
and  though  it  is  superficial  and  amateurish  ws  enjoyed  it 
very  much.  Alas,  as  .-■eien  might  say. 

It  is  good  of  you  to  go  into  the  Anne  ouiiivan  Kacy 
question.  1 was  looking  over  some  of  the  reviews  andl(pLetters 
the  other  day.  Ihe  two  comments  which  seemed  to  me  to  have 
the  best  possibilities  for  use  on  the  jacket  (ify  -r.ere  from 
Alexander  '•oollcott  and  G.A.  Chesterton,  but  there  are  others. 

I think  1 spoke  to  you  about  the  fact  that  ihere  are 
rassagea  In  the  book,  that  have  Oj  fended  some  Catholics,  ' his 
was  w-;olly  inr.dvertent . In  the  nature  of  things  Irs.  . acy  kne-w 
very  little  about  Catholic  dogma  and  I might  add  that  I knew 
nothing,  the  v;as  not  a practicing  member  of  the  church,  but  she 
was  always  loyal  to  It  in  her  own  particular  way,  I am  still 
somewhat  in  the  dark  as  to  the  difficulty,  but  objections  have 
been  bro  ight  against  pages  30  and  Bx,  khat  I should  like,  if  you 
go  ar.oal  with  It,  is  to  have  a Catholic  read  the  book  and  explain 
where  the  offense  lies.  I think  it  can  easily  be  eliminated 
b.ecauso  1 know  -what  thenprlglnai  ivitont  was  and  I ate  not 
anticipating  any  moral  problem  with  my  conscience.  Of  course  I 
will  meet  all  expense  in  this  direction,  but  I wish  you  would 
find  the  Catholic — a priest  maybe,  not  too  stiff-necked. 

ol^'n  .and  I hope  to  letive  for  'inovvllle  next  Tuesday. 


All  goo]  wishes  and  many  thanks, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Nev  York 
y.ay  1,  1954 


Dear  Mrs.  Blanton: 


'i"hank  you  -for  your  letter.  1 look 
forvmrd  to  seeing  the  correspondence.  *-.lso  t-eller 
is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  situation  and  I 
ca-not  imagine  that  there  Is  anything  in  the  letters 
you  have  that  will  give  her  any  additional  distress. 
She  and  hr^.  i-iacy  knew  about  the  affair  while  it  was 
in  progress.  There  was  never  a divorce  between  Anne 
Sullivan  i-.acy  and  John  nacy , The  separation  was 
complete  during  the  last  years  of  hr.  hacy's  life, 
but  so  lar  as  I /vnow  it  was  informal,  uo  property 
settlement  could  have  bean  involved  because  i.r,  hacy 
had  no  property.  Anne  Sullivan  ilacy  continued  for  a 
long  time  after  ha  loft  her  to  furnish  him  with 
considerable  sums  of  money.  She  was  a voraan  of  large 
views  and  great  compassion  and  she  never  felt  any 
bitterness  towards  hr.  :-;acy.  Incidentally  it  was  she 
who  paid  for  his  trip  to  Italy. 

I am  vary  glad  triat  these 

letters  of  his  have  coma  to  light.  The  records  ars 
meager  concerning  als  life  and  these  are  without 
doubt  one  of  the  most  valuable  sources  of  information 
in  e.;lstence. 


I snail  expect  to  hoar  from  you 
again  around  the  middle  of  June. 


Very  sincerely  ;,our'-;, 

Aalla  Braddy  Honney 


I'.S.  I forgot  to  say  that  tho  child  died. 


Kay  LI,  19 5A 


"ear  Nancy, 

It  was  wonderful  to  have  the  telegram  from 
Knoxville’.  Folly  called  In  the  evening,  still  very 
hapny  about  everything.  5o  am  I. 

I as’jjed  her  about  the  statement  from  the 
^Itelaon  office  and  she  said  she  thought  It  was  all 
right,  but  when  I questioned  her  further  I found  that 
she  really  hadn’t  paid  any  attention  to  It.  She  did 
say  that  It  troubled  Helen,  but  did  not  Indicate  In 
what  way.  Personally  I think  It  is  very  bad.  Ihe 
odious,  ungrammatical  expression,  "Deaf-Blind  Funds" 

1s  easily  remedied,  l^hat  bothers  roe  Is  the  general 
vagueness  of  the  thing.  This  Is  bound  to  lead  to 
misunderstandings  and  difficulties  and  I would  never 
consent  to  any  statement  that  I did  not  know  (By 
cross-examination  If  necessary)  had  been  mulled  over 
by  both  Helen  and  Polly,  word  by  word.  I realize  that 
other  Interests  are  Involved  and  must  be  considered 
but  I think  Helen’s  wishes  should  be  regarded  as  a 
sacred  trust  and  should  therefore  be  put  down  In  as 
clear  and  unmistakable  form  as  la  humanly  possible. 

With  fi^elth’s  help  I have  rewritten  the 
document,  but  as  I explained  to  Mr.  (or  is  It  Miss?) 
Lasky,  I do  not  think  of  this  version  as  final.  The 
Instrument  must  be  flexible  as  well  as  firm  and  there 
are  lots  of  minor  points  that  ml^t  need  thrashing  out. 
For  Instance,  should  you  or  the  Nancy  Hamilton  film 
Interests  or  whatever  you  call  It  be  represented  on  the 
Committee  for  the  ■distribution  of  funds?  If  you  think 
we  ought  to  have  a meeting  with  Mr.  Fltelson  and  I'r. 

Noyes  while  I am  In  New  "^ork  I’ll  bo  glad  to  attend. 

A tooth  that  had  remained  quiescent  all 
winter  began  to  throb  the  minute  I started  away  from 
my  dentist.  1 hope  to  see  him  In  New  York  on  the 
morning  of  Nay  24,  then  one  more  time  later  In  the  week, 
but  otherwise  I expect  to  be  free  until  ASlth  and  I 
take  the  train  on  June  2 for  our  return  to  New  Hampshire. 

I thought  the  publicity  In  the  Times 
excellent.  And  of  course  I want  a blow-by-blow  account 
of  everything  that  happened  on  the  trip  to  Alabama. 


uc’.,  much  love. 


'jnowvllle,  Maw  Karapshlr# 
Kay  11,  1954 


Daar  Kr.  Laeltyj 


iight  of  nuDorous  conv<T8fi.tion9  that 
A nave  had  with  .•:iaa  Halsn  Kellor  concerning  the  disposal 
of  the  money  which  may  be  derived  from  the  ' ocuicentary 
flln  of  her  life,  1 feel  thfit  t^  e revised  etatenent  of 
Kiss  Keller  a wishes  is  quite  seriously  in  need  of  further 
revision. 


^ ^ Inctance,  the  very  heart  of  kiss  Keller's 

statexent,  that  she  wishes  the  laoney  to  go  lo  deaf-blind 

l8  omitted,  I do  not  understand  plural  funds.  Kiss 
/velier  wishes  this  money  set  aside,  at  least  for  a time,  at 
least  long  enough  for  her  to  have  some  Idea  as  to  how  ouch 
money  will  be  available,  1 thought  of  inserting  a statement 
fixing  a lime  llr.lt  before  which  none  of  the  money  could  be 
spent  (the  length  of  tine  of  course  to  be  set  hy  ; 1 s Keller) 
Dtit  perhaps  this  is  covered  by  the  fact  that  no  ex;  end! tu res 
can  be  made  without  her  consent, 

I have  iJiado  n revision  wh;lch  1 am  Inclosing 
with  this,  1 do  not  consider  It  final,  but  It  may  serve  as  a 
working  draft  for  the  next  revision,  I shoul  t consl  "'er  no 
statement  final  until  It  has  been  put  In  Braille  for  Miss 
Keller  to  study  at  leisure  and  she  has  set  the  seal  of  her 
approval  up^on  it,  1 am  In  constant  touch  with  her  an'  1 
expect  to  be  in  New  York  from  the  2^th  of  this  month  to  the 
2nd  of  June,  If  t^ero  Is  any  way  I can  be  of  sem'lce  to  you' 
you  have  but  to  let  me  know, 

1 am  sorry  to  be  so  late  In  answering  y>ur 
letter,  but  the  heavy  rains  have  wast  ed  out  the  road  on  our 
little  mountain  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  down  to  the 
postoffice. 


Wit  all  goo'  wishes,  I am 
■'Incerely  yours. 


'tslla  Braddy  iiennsy 


r,  Florla  Lasky 
Fltelron  \ y.ayers 
530  '‘Ifth  Ave, 

•ew  York  ew  ’ork 


Kay  11,  195* 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  Inclosing  a copy  of  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Fltelson’s  office  an^  my  version  of  a 
revision  of  his  revision  of  Helen's  original 
statement,  Ve'vo  got  to  work  hard  on  this  to  make 
sure  that  it  is  exactly  what  Helen  wants.  Kost 
of  my  objections  are  incorporated  in  my  letter  to 
i.r,  T^sky.  I did  not  mention  to  him,  but  I did  to 
Nancy,  the  dreadful  expression  "Deaf-blind  Funds." 
Funds  cannot  be  "deaf-blind"  and  I am  sure  that 
Helen  would  not  stand  for  such  sloppy  grammar. 

i.e  haven't  been  able  to  drive  down 
tve  hill  since  we  arrived  last  Wednesday,  btjt  now  that 
the  rain  has  stopped  we  hope  to  be  able  to  make  the 
trip  tomorrow. 


It  is  a great  relief  to  me  that  the 
Alabama  trip  was  so  happy  and  successful.  I had 
expected  it  to  be,  but  it  isS  good  to  know  that  it  was. 


Ky  love  always  to  the  two  of  you.  I'll 
be  talking  with  you  before  long. 


\ 

I 


I 


i 

I 


Third  version  flelen  Keller.  r + 

from  tt.o  Dooumenturj  Film  “"*■  Incomo 

sh«r»  Of  incom,  from  the  Document.r,  fu,.  The 
»noo„hoerea,  .hloh  the  Amerlcee  Fo„„.etio„  for  the  BU„1  ana 
the  American  Foun.atlen  for  Overeeae  Bllna  hate  aereel  to 
ua,  for  the  benefit  of  ehucable  aeaf-bUna  chllaren  shall 
be  blacea  In  a separate  funa  to  be  callea  the  Bpeclal  helen 
.alter  Funa  for  the  Beaf-Blma.  All  eipenaiture.  from  this  funa 
ahall  be  maae  b,  the  Helen  Keller  Committee  on  the  Deaf-Bllna 
members  of  this  Bommltte,  havlne  been  approv.a  b,  Helen  Kell,’ 
burlne  helen  Keller's  lifetime  empenai tores  are  to  be  maa,  ' 

from  this  fund  without  her  consent. 

Vb,re„r  possible,  the  Committee  Is  to  allocate  the  mone, 
from  the  film  to  the  establishment  ana/or  maintenance  of 
reelonal  school,  staffea  b,  special  teachers  »h,r.  aoubly 
hanaicappea  chllaren  can  be  tralnea  accorainE  to  their  abilities 
Xh.r,„r  feasible,  that  portion,  of  such  funa,  as  are 
aerlvea  from  performances  outsla,  of  the  Unltea  States 
Shall  be  usea  for  the  benefit  of  a,af-bllna  chllaren  In  the 
respective  countries  from  rt,lch  saia  funa,  .ere  aerlvea. 


Fay  13,  19 


':«ar  Krlc, 


Do  you  have,  or  can  you  get,  the 
full  story  of  the  gar'len  for  the  blind  which 
the  city  of  Brighton,  England,  established  to 
commenorate  the  'ear  of  the  Coronation?  The 
project  was  led  by  a Curtis  vileon  who  has  been 
blind  since  "orld  Var  I.  The  Brooklyn  Botanic 
Garden  is  planning*  something  very  like  It  and 
of  course  they  want  the  seal  of  Helen's  approval. 
I would  not  at  the  moment  ask  her  for  anvti'.ing. 
but  I should  like  to  bring  It  up  while  she  is 
hero  with  me  later  this  month,  I have  the 
article  about  the  Brighton  garden  which  was 
printed  In  the  New  York  Times  last  October,  but 
that  is  all  I know  about  It . 

■^he  article  that  wo  persuaded  Van 
'■■yck  Brooks  to  write  last  spring  Is  in  the 
hay  Harper's.  Very  nice  1 think. 

'1  the  reports  I have  had  from 
the  trip  to  Alabama  Indicate  that  it  was  an 
immense  success  in  e\*ery  way,  I'm  almost  sorry 
I didn't  go. 


"very  good  wish  for  the  summer. 


Incerely , 


June  ii,  1954 


Cear  Eric, 


t.hanks  for  the  cllprlnge  about 
the  scented  gardens  for  the  blind  I win 
return  them  to  you  after  : elen’s  visit  here 
which  means  that  you  ought  to  have  them  back 

now  all  the.  information  she  needs, 

wenther  has  been  quite  horrid 

weeks  we  expect 

to  be  bitten  to  pieces  by  black  flies,  ^ven  so 
we'd  rather  be  here  than  there.  ’ 


All  good  wishes, 


^r.  Eric  Boulter 

22*Ve3t*^17^°t"'^^^^”^  Overseas  Blind 

Npw  York  11 
hew  York 


June  4,  19 


Dear  '‘ancy, 

I mailed  the  paparB  from  :<r,  Fltolson’s  office 
Just  before  I loft  Garden  City  and  hope  they  have  reached 
you. 


The  written  agreement  alxjut  the  use  of  the 
funds  from  the  picture  Is  all  right  with  Helen  and  need  not 
be  brained,  but  Folly  should  have  a typescript.  Polly 
suggested  that  It  might  be  the  basis  of  an  Interview  with 
Helen,  maybe  .H.Y.  Times. 

They  are  willing  to  make  p bile  appearances 
at  the  opening  of  the  film  In  other  cities,  rrovlded 
some  one  else  makes  all  arrangements  for  the  trip  so  as 
to  Insure  Its  running  smoothly  and  without  trouble  to  them. 
•They  were  undaunted  when  I rattled  off  Chicago,  San 
^r  nclsco,  Boston,  V.ashlngton,  Philadelphia,  and  Kansas 
City  (quoting  -''-r.  hargollos) , but  they  would  not  want  to 


go  west  more  than  once.  Personally  I think  some  of  this 

Kind  of  thing  Is  very  good  for  Helen  at  this  time.  I had  \ 

not  re-  llzed  until  I went  to  Arcan  t?idge  how  very  much 

pain  to  the  dear  there  Is  In  going  back  over  the  i 

years  to  write  this  book  about  Teacher.  They  will  reach  ^ 

Foss  Ht.  on  June  26  and  stay  with  me  about  two  weeks.  'i 

three 

TT.ey  will  went  only  an*  extra  tlcketsfor  the 


romlere — Jimmy  Adams.  Karvelle  is  going  through  cataract 
operations  and  will  not  be  able  to  come.  Leonard  and  Helen 
: felffer.  The  Hobort  Ifelf'ers  will  not  be  available.  But 
you  will  be  In  ‘ouch  with  i oily  on  this  score. 

The  Lions  have  had  elections  and  the  big  man 
In  the  New  york'area  seems  now  to  be  Hr.  John  F.  Schwleters. 
Robert  "•  rnett  dug  him  up  and  I have  written  him.  If  he 
accepts  Robert  has  promised  to  get  In  touch  with  him  and  play 
the  part  of  host. 

By  this  + Irae  you  have  probably  had  a letter  of 
apology  from  lolly.  1 told  her  not  to  write  It,  but  I ^Id 
bawl  her  out  about  her  lack  of  firmness  and  clarity  in 
meeting  such,  proposals  as  yours  about  t'"e  c'.  auffeur.  Ghe 
promised  to  be  a good  girl,  but  I told  her  I was  not  sure 
that  I couil  trvist  her.  You  either.  I told  her  that  we 
woul!  all  be  nuch  happier  If  she  an’  .lelon  had  some  one  In 
t: o house  all  the  time,  but  she  Is  adamant  on  that  now. 

The  situation  Is  not  as  bad  as  It  seems.  She  has  Lillian  and 
Anne  of  course  and  she  has  two  good  men,  Andy  and  George,  who 
work  outal’.e.  I saw  both  men  while  I was  there  and  liked 
t e::. . If  we  have  to,  1 t hlnK  we  could  move  very  fast.  Lean- 
time  we  can  worry  and  I don't  know  what  else. 


June  A,  19 5A 


Dear  ’ir.  Schwleterat 


- ^ ®-e°  when  I was  In  Vestport. 

Connecticut,  with  aIss  .;olen  Keller  she  expresse*"!  a 
wish  to  have  a renresentative  of  the  Lions  present  at 
the  ’.-orld  Preniere  of  the  Documentary  Film  depicting 
her  life.  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  she  has  for 
years  had  a very  close  and  affectionate  relationship 
with  the  ;^lons.  She  is  personally  acquainted  with  a 
number  of  members  in  Chicago,  but  unfortunately,  not  in 
New  Yorx.  I made  inquiries  and  you  were  suggested  as 
the  proper  one  for  ’.er  to  invite.  It  would  give  her 
great  pleasure  if  you  could  be  present  as  her  guest  at 
the  Guild  Th.eatro,  ’-’est  5D  St.,  New  York,  at  3;A5  p.p. 
on  Tuesday  evening,  June  15.  If  you  will  let  me  know 
as  soon  ns  possible  if  will  will  be  able  to  accept  I 
will  have  Piss  Katharine  Cornell's  office  sent  you  a 
couple  of  tickets.  If  you  should  wish  to  know  more 
about  the  occasion,  v/hich  promises  to  be  a memorable  one, 
pu  might  telephone  Mr.  Robert  B.--mett,  rirsctor  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  Vest  15  Gt., 

New  York — atklna  ^-0420,  If  you  cannot  he  there,  perliaps 
you  wlii.  be  good  enough  to  suggest  another  Lion. 


Cordially  yours, 


Fella  Braddy  I-ienney 
Attorney  for  ilelon  heller 


Kr.  John  Schwieters 

District  Governor,  Lions  International 

District  20-R 

'0  ’•■’all  Tower 

New  York  5 

N V 


June  5,  1954 


Doar  Kiss  Lasky; 


Ihank  you  very  much  for  the 
two  copies  of  the  revised  stateTTient  of 
policy  concerning  the  use  of  funds  from 
TI;H:  UNCON^'JEFffiD.  As  you  su^:ge3t,  1 am  sanding 
the  one  upon  which  Hr.  Noyes  has  vnrltten  his 
appiroval  to  Kiss  Keller,  All  I hope  now  is 
that  there  will  be  lots  and  lots  of  money. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
flncerely  yours, 


Hiss  rioria  Lasky 
Fitelson  4 Mayers 
580  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York  36 

N.Y. 


Snowvllle,  June  6,  1954 


Dearest  Folly, 


I am  inclosing  a transcript  of  the  statement 
about  the  proceeds  from  the  film  on  which  Kr.  Noyes  has 
written  his  approval.  You  might  drop  it  into  the  file. 

I don't  see  how  Helen  could  find  time  to  be 
a tnembe  ■ of  the  committee  for  tlie  garden  of  fragrance  at 
the  Brooklyn  Botanic  3arden,  subject  to  calls  for  her  advice. 

You  might  acknowledge  the  letter  (which  I return)  and  say  that 
it  will  receive  Kiss  Keller's  at' ention  at  a later  date.  Don't 
try  to  do  anything  else  until  you  are  both  up  here,  y friend 
who  is  connected  with  the  Botanic  Garden  is  a summer  neighbor 
a couple  of  hills  away  and  I will  find  out  exactly  what  i's  up. 
l-.eantlme  (maybe  I told  you)  I have  written  to  Krlc  to  get  some- 
thing of  the  history  of  the  Brighton  garden  and  I have  his  answer 
and  some  clippings.  The  idea  has  taken  hold  in  a big  way  in 
England  and  it  is  good  to  see  it  spreading  out. 

Mce  letter  from  lizabeth  Lassiter,  forry  about 
Florence,  but  that'  the  way  she  is.  Nice  card  to  me  from  Van 
Vyck  in  response  to  my  note  about  his  article. 

lesterday  afteriioon  when  our  friend  Bancroft 
Davis  was  here  we  played  the  sound  tn  ck  of  th.e  film.  It  is 
remarkable  how  much  of  the  story  one  gets  from  it.  '.hen  we  had 
finished  the  first  side  he  asked  for  the  second  and  I am  sure  now 
that  we  shall  play  it  often. 

This  morning  we  are  living  spang  in  the  middle  of 
a cloud.  Yesterday  it  was  drizzle  and  rain.  Seeds  have  washed  out 
of  some  of  the  gardens  and  other  gardens  are  under  water, 
hope,  hope,  hope  to  see  t.h«»  sun. 

I envy  you  being  able  to  watch  t'  e hearings.  That 
last  afternoon  I was  in  I.'ew  Y'ork  I decided  to  spend  the  time 
between  lunch  and  the  time  to  meet  Keith  at  a movie,  ’■'’hen  I got 
there  1 saw  a TV  set  in  the  lobby  and  stood  before  it  until  I 
simply  had  to  go  in  and  sit  a while,  i s.aw  the  picture,  then  came 
out  and  stood  before  the  TV  again.  The  rallo  is  not  the  same. 
Tvelth  and  I went  to  the  Lo’^'nll  Thorons  picture,  'e  enjoyed  it  very 
much  (so  did  I,  even  though  it  was  the  second  time  for  roe)  and  he 
ll'ed  the  lobby  display  on  "The  Unconquered." 

Flease  be  good  to  yourselves. 


Ky  love,  always, 


June  8,  195^ 


Dearest  Polly, 


Toll  Helen  she  keeps  me  humping.  That  Sun lay 
afternoon  when  I came  back  from  Arcan  Ridge  I reread  Genesis 
and  Hosea  and  Conrad's  Preface  to  "The  Nigger  of  the  Narcissus. 
The  last  named  I intended  to  have  brailled  for  her,  but  she 
seems  to  have  more  material  already  than  she  needs  so  I have 
decided  to  save  it  until  she  is  here.  Then  I will  read  her  some 
of  its  wonderful  sentences  and  she  can  decide  whether  or  not 
she  wants  it  under  her  fingers.  Also  I know  you  are  to  bo  very 
busy  between  now  and  the  end  of  the  month — no  lime  for  r.elen  to 
begin  on  any  new  lines  of  thought, 

' e’ve  had  pain  every  day  since  our  Not  all 

day,  but  parts  of  every  day,  and  the  gardens  are  having  a hard 
time.  Ours  is  planted  at  last,  but  only  the  cold-loving  seeds 
are  sprouting. 


Keith  will  be  in  New  York  on  the  13th,  but  I am 
not  coming  down  with  him.  He'll  be  back  by  the  21st. 

I read  the  sad  and  moving  editorial  in  the  Times 
about  Charlie  Chaplin.  I think  there  1s  nothing  he  can  ever  do 
that  will  take  away  our  pleasure  in  his  pictures  and  I Include 
them  all. 


Tell  Helen  that  I am  at  her  service  for  anything 
she  wants  that  I can  get  or  anything  else  that  i can  do.  1 long 
for  the  26th  come.  I want  you  both  to  rest  while  you  are  here, 
but  I think  wo  may  be  able  to  mako  great  strides  forward  as  we 
sit  around  gabbling. 

I can't  stay  away  from  the  hearings — it  is  almost 
like  a disease— but  I'll  be  glad  when  they  are  over.  Otherwise  I'll 
be  completely  worn  out . 


; y love  to  you  both,  always. 


June  12,  195^» 


Hear  Hen, 


. any  thanks  for  your  letter  anfl  for  all 
the  trouble  you  anl  Hr.  "owney  look.  I never 
thought  myself  that  the  thing  woul<1  bo  commer- 
cially feasible  without  some  rather  oxtraorfllnary 
outside  ©vent  like,  for  Instance,  Rit  getting  It 
into  a dramatic  form  th  t would  give  her  the 
vehicle  of  her  mature  years — and  this  of  course 
hasn't  happened. 

'elen  is  in  Cambridge  today  to  accept 
the  first  ’’ndcllffo  Achievement  Xward  and  to 
dedicate  a garden  at  the  college  In  memory  of 
Annie  Gulllv'^.n,  It  looks  now  as  If  the  film  will 
have  magnificent  revlev-’s.  Kow  John  oe  will 
resrond  to  them  Is  something  else  again. 

*'1-3  I tell  you  how  much  I liked  the 
Jacket  that  Sabra  designed  ■^cr  "The  Story  of  V.v 
Life"? 


The  girls  will  arrive  In  Snowllle  on 
June  26  and  stay  until  about  the  middle  of  July. 
Otherwise  they  expect  to  be  In  /.rcan  Pldge  all 
suj^imer. 


thanks. 


All  good  wishes  and  again  many 


Juno  12,  195A 


Coarent  Polly, 


Tho  Lion  Is  I;r.  John  Francis  Schwloters  and 
ho  and  his  wife  will  attend  the  Freruloro.  -ie  is  head  of 
t^e  great  Sew  York-Long  Island  'lotrlct  and  will  break 
away  eajJ^  to  be  present,  ’ e met  Felen  (how  many  people 
can'Baythlsl ) years  ago  wbon  she  spoke  for  the  Lions  at 


Carnegie  Hall. 


Nice  letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  but  the 
answer  on  reprinting  ASK  Is  r^o— at  least  for  tho  proaent. 
Ihoy  are  really  up  against  it,  with  rlsir^  costs  and  all 
that  and  I Varily  see  how  tho  decision  could  havo  boon 
otherwise.  Of  course  if  somsthlr^g  unusual  happens,  like 
a play  or  a picture  with  Catharine  Cornell  In  it,  they  will 
reconsider. 


I'll  be  talking  with  you 
glad  you  havo  such  a beautiful  day  for 


this  evening.  So 
the  trip  to  Boston. 


:\y  lovo  forever. 


June  12,  195^ 


Dear  Kr.  Schwleters: 

rtlBS  Keller  Is  delighted 
that  yon  are  to  attend  the  World  Preniere  of 
the  Film.  I can  assure  you  that  It  will  be  a 
very  coving  experience  and  I hope  you  will 
have  an  op-'ort unity  to  speak  to  Kiss  Keller. 

I am  glad  you  have  already 
made  arrangements  about  the  tickets.  The  time 
element  had  begun  to  worry  me  a bit  when  your 
letter  came. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Fr.  John  Francis  vlchwleters 
District  Governor,  District  20-R 
Lions  International 
60  Wall  Tower 
70  Pine  St. 

Hew  York  5,  H.Y. 


June  1*,  19 


Dear  Mlae  Loge: 

"111  you  please  transcribe  the 
Inclosed  letter  and  mall  It  to  Kiss  Helen  Keller 
In  care  of  me  at  the  above  address.  She  la  coming  up 
very  shortly  to  spend  a week  or  two  with  me.  The  bill 
should  also  come  to  this  addre-’S. 

’With  kind  regards. 


’Incerely , 


Miss  Slsa  Logos 
153-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing,  L.l. 

New  York 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
June  14,  1954 


Dearest  Helen, 


Ever  since  I left  Arcan  Rid5e  I have  been  thinkinc; 
of  the  loneliness  and  poignancy  of  the  immense  Job  you  have 
undertaken.  No  one  to  my  knowledge  has  expressed  your  feelinp's 
better  than  Conrad  in  his  Preface  to  "The  Nigger  of  the  NarcLsus  " 
He  is  writing  of  course  of  fiction,  but  feiography  too  is  an 
art  and  much  of  what  he  says  is  applicable  to  your  situation.  I 
am  not  having  the  entire  thing  Brailled  because  I know  that  vou 
have  not  time  for  much  reading  that  is  beside  the  point,  however 
interesting  it  may  be.  Anyhow  here  is  part  of  it: 

"A  work  that  aspires,  however  humbly,  to  the 

condition  of  art  should  carry  its  justification  in  every  line. 

And  art  Itself  may  be  defined  as  a single-minded  attempt  to  render 
the  highest  kind  of  Justice  to  the  visible  iMUOItft  universe,  by  bring- 
ing to  light  the  truth,  manifold  and  one,  underlying  its  every 
aspect.  It  is  an  attempt  to  find  in  its  forms,  in  its  colours,  in  it 
light,  in  its  shadows,  in  the  aspects  of  matter  and  in  the  facts 
of  life  what  of  each  is  fundamental,  what  is  enduring  and  essential- 
thelr  one  illuminating  and  convincing  quallty--the  very  truth  of 
their  existence.  The  artist,  then,  like  the  thinker  or  the 
scientist,  seeks  the  truth  and  makes  his  appeal.  Impressed  by  the 
aspect  of  the  world  the  thinker  plunges  into  ideas,  the  scientist 
into  facts--whence,  presently,  emerging  they  make  their  appeal  to 
those  qualities  of  our  being  that  fit  us  best  for  the  hazardous 
enterprise  of  living.  They  speak  authoritatively  to  our  common-sense 
to  our  intelligence,  to  our  desire  of  peace  or  to  our  desire  of 
unrest;  not  seldom  to  our  prejudices,  sometimes  to  our  fears,  often 
to  our  egoism--but  always  to  our  credulity.  And  their  words  are 
heard  with  reverence,  for  their  concern  is  with  weighty  matters; 
with  the  cultivation  of  our  minds  and  the  proper  care  of  our  bodies, 
with  the  attainment  of  our  ambitions,  with  the  perfection  of  the 
means  and  the  glorification  of  our  precious  aims. 

"It  is  otherwise  with  the  artist. 

"Confronted  by  the  same  enigmatical  spectacle  the 
artist  descends  within  himself,  and  in  that  lonely  region  of 
stress  and  strife,  if  he  be  deserving  and  fortunate,  he  finds  the 
terms  of  his  appeal.  His  appeal  is  made  to  our  less  obvious 
wunJMSMMuw  capacities:  to  that  part  of  our  nature  which,  because  of 
the  warlike  conditions  of  existence,  is  necessarily  kept  out  of 
sight  within  the  more  resisting  and  hard  qualities — like  the 
vulnerable  body  within  a steel  armor.  His  appeal  is  less  loud, 
more  profound,  less  distinct,  more  stirring--and  sooner  forgotten. 
Yet  its  effect  endures  forever.  Ttie  changing  wisdom  of  successive 
generations  discards  ideas,  questions  facts,  demolishes  theories. 

But  the  artist  appeals  to  that  part  of  our  being  which  is  not 
dependent  on  wis  'om;  to  that  in  us  vrhich  is  a gift  and  not  an 
aqulsition--and , therefore,  more  permanently  enduring,  he  speaks 
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to  our  capacity  for  delight  and  wonder,  to  the  sense  of  mystery 
surrounding  our  lives;  to  our  sense  of  pity,  and  beauty,  and 
pain;  to  the  latent  feeling  of  fellowship  with  all  creatlon-- 
and  to  the  subtle  but  invincible  conviction  of  solidarity  that  knits 
together  the  loneliness  of  innumerable  hearts,  to  the  solidarity- 
in  dreams,  in  Joy,  in  sorrow,  in  aspirations,  in  Illusions,  in 
Lope,  li.  fear,  ^'1  iclr  tinfs  ti  en  lo  eacl  other,  which  binds  together 
all  humanlty--the  dead  to  the  living  and  the  living  to  the  unborn.... 

"All  art .. .appeals  primarily  to  the  senses,  and  the  artistic 
aim  when  expressing  itself  in  written  words  must  also  make  its 
appeal  through  the  senses,  if  its  high  desire  is  to  reach  the 
secret  spring  of  responsive  emotions.  It  must  strenuously  aspire 
to  the  plasticity  of  sculpture,  to  the  colour  of  painting,  and  to 
the  magic  suggestiveness  of  music — ^y^hich  is  the  art  of  arts.  And 
it  is  only  through  complete,  unsweri,ving  devotion  to  the  perfect 
blending  of  form  and  substance;  it  is  only  through  an  unremitting 
never-discouraged  care  for  the  shape  and  ring  of  sentences  that 
an  approach  can  be  made  to  plasticity,  to  colour,  and  that  the 
light  of  magic  suggestiveness  may  be  brought  to  play  for  an 
evanescent  instant  over  the  commonplace  surface  of  words:  of  the 
old,  old  words,  worn  thin,  defaced  by  ages  of  careless  usage 

"My  task  which  I am  trying  to  achieve  is,  by  the  power  of 
the  written  word  to  make  you  hear,  to  make  you  feel--it  is,  before 
all,  to  make  you  see.  That — and  no  more,  and  it  is  everything. 

If  I succeed,  you  shall  find  there  according  to  your  deserts: 
encouragement,  consolation,  fear,  charm--all  you  demand — and, 
perhaps,  also  that  04ui)'  glimpse  of  truth  for  which  you  have 
forgotten  to  ask... 

"It  is  evident  that  he  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  holdsH  by 
the  convictions  expressed  above  cannot  be  faithful  to  any  one  of 
the  temporary  formulas  of  his  craft,  ■‘•he  enduring  part  of  them--the 
truth  which  each  only  imperfectly  vells--should  abide  with  him  as 
the  most  precious  of  his  possessions,  but  they  all:  Realism, 
Romanticism,  Naturalism,  even  the  unofficial  sentimentalism 
(which  like  the  poor,  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  rid  of,) 
all  these  gods  must,  after  a short  period  of  fellowship,  abandon 
hlm--even  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  temple--to  the  stammerings  of 
his  conscience  and  to  the  outspoken  consciousness  of  the  difficulties 
of  his  work ... . 

"Art  is  long  and  life  is  short,  and  success  is  very  far  off. 

And  thus,  doubtful  of  strength  to  travel  so  far,  we  talk  a little 
about  the  aira--the  aim  of  art,  which,  like  life  itself,  is 
inspiring,  difficult — obscured  by  mists.  It  is  not  in  the  clear 
logic  of  triumphant  conclusion;  it  is  not  in  the  unveiling  of  one 
of  those  heartless  secrets  which  are  lOi  called  the  Laws  of  Nature.  It 
is  not  less  great,  but  only  more  difficult. 

"To  arrest,  for  the  space  of  a breath,  the  hands  busy  about 
the  work  of  the  earth,  and  compel  men  entranced  by  the  sight  of 
distant  goals  to  glance  for  a moment  at  the  surrounding  vision  of 
form  and  colour,  of  sunshine  and  shadows;  to  make  them  pause  for 
a look,  for  a sigh,  for  a smile--3uch  is  the  aim,  difficult  and 
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evanescent,  and  reserved  d»««  only  for  a very  few  to  achieve.  But 
sometimes,  by  the  deserving  and  the  fortunate,  even  that  task 
is  accomplished.  And  when  it  is  accomplished — behold'.--all  the 

truth  of  life  is  there:  a moment  of  vision,  a sigh,  a smile and  the 

return  to  an  eternal  rest." 

So  much  for  the  Preface.  I had  meant  to  write  on  and  on 
about  some  other  things,  but  this  seems  to  be  enough  for  one 
letter  and  since  I shall  see  you  very  soon  those  other  things 
can  wait. 


My  love  is  with  you,  now  and  always, 

[Ve£i2.o- 


Snowvlile,  ;>ew  Hsunpebire 
June  lA,  195A 


Dsarest  iielen. 


^ver  slnco  I left  ArcRn  Rlclge  1 avo  been  thlnXlng 
of  the  loneliness  anc^  polenaTicy  of  tne  Immense  Job  you  have 
untlertalven.  Ko  one  to  ny  knowledge  has  expressed  your  feelings 
better  th.an  Conrad  in  hia  Preface  to  "The  i<igger  of  the  KarcisBus," 
e is  writing  of  course  of  fiction,  but  biography  too  is  an 
art  and  much  0^  vhnt  he  says  is  applicable  to  your  situation.  I 
an  not  having  the  entire  thing  Brallled  because  I know  that  you 
have  not  time  for  much  reading  that  la  beside  the  point,  however 
interesting  it  may  be.  «nyhov:  here  la  part  ot*  it: 

"A  work  that  aspires,  ho\fever  humbly,  to  the 

condition  o'"  art  shoul " carry  Its  Justification  in  every  line. 

And  art  Itself  may  be  defined  as  a singlo-~.ln ’ed  attempt  to  render 
the  highest  kind  of  Justice  to  the  visible  -wtwo^  universe,  by  bring- 
ing to  light  the  truth,  manifold  and  one,  underlying  its  every 
aspect.  It  la  an  attempt  to  '‘in-*  in  its  forms,  In  l‘s  colours,  in  11 
ii  ht,  in  its  shadows,  in  the  aspects  of  matter  and  In  the  facts 
of  life  what  of  each  la  fundanontal,  wh-^t  is  andjrlng  and  essential - 
tholr  one  illuminating  and  convincing  quality--the  very  truth  of 
their  existence.  The  artist,  then,  like  the  thinker  or  the 
scientist,  soaks  the  truth  and  makes  his  appeal.  iBirressed  by  the 
aspect  o'  the  world  the  thln’^er  plunges  into  lde?.a,  the  scientist 
into  facts — whence,  presently,  emerging  they  make  their  appeal  to 
those  qualifies  of  our  being  that  fit  us  bast  for  the  his^ardous 
enterprise  of  living,  "bey  speak  autl  orltatively  to  our  conrnion-scnsG 
to  our  intelligence,  to  our  desire  of  peace  or  to  our  desire  of 
unrest;  not  seldora  to  our  prejudices,  aomotlmea  to  our  far-rs,  often 
to  our  ego  1 BIT. — but  always  to  our  credulity.  And  their  words  are 
heard  with  reverence,  for  their  concern  is  with  weighty  matters; 
with  the  cultivation  ot'  our  minds  and  the  proper  care  of  our  bodies, 
with  the  attainment  of  our  ambitions,  with  the  perfection  of  the 
means  and  the  glorification  of  our  precious  alms. 

"It  is  otherwise  with  the  artist. 

"Confronted  by  t’  e sairie  enlgraatloal  spectacle  the 
artist  ■’escen’s  within  himself,  end  in  that  lonely  region  of 
stress  and  strife,  if  ' e be  deserving  and  fortunnte,  he  *"ints  the 
terms  of  '1b  appeal.  HIr  appeal  1b  made  -o  our  less  obvious 

capacltleB:  to  that  part  of  ~ur  nature  which,  because  of 
the  warlike  conditions  of  oxlateiice,  in  necepsarlly  kept  out  of 
sight  within  the  more  resisting  and  hard  qualities — like  the 
vulnerable  bo  iy  within  a steel  armor.  I'ls  ap  onl  la  loss  lou’, 
more  profoun-’,  lens  distinct,  more  stirring — and  Boonor  forgotten. 

I at  Itfl  effect  endures  forever.  Tlie  clanging  wisdom  of  buccobbIvo 
generatlona  ’Iscards  ideas,  queBtlons  facts,  demolishes  theories. 

But  the  artlat  apijealu  I0  th  t part  of  our  being  which  is  not 
dependent  on  vis  om;  'o  th')t  in  us  vhlch  is  a gift  and  not  cn 
aqtilBlt.lon--and , therefore,  more  permanently  enduring,  “e  sreaks 
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to  our  capacity  for  rtollpht  and  wonder,  io  the  sense  of  mysterv 
aurroundlne  our  lives;  to  our  sense  of  pity,  and  beauty  and  ^ 
pain;  to  the  latent  feeling  of  fellowship  with  all  creation— 
and  to  the  subtle  but  Invincible  conviction  of  solidarity  th:it  knlto 
together  the  lOnellness  of  Innumerable  hearts,  to  t!.e  solidarity 
in  dreams,  in  Joy,  In  sorrow.  In  aspirations,  in  illusions  in  ^ 
hope.  In  fear,  ^Ich  binds  men  to  each  other,  which  binds  together 
all  humanity— the  dead  to  the  living  and  e living  to  the  uSborn.... 

"All  art... appeals  primarily  to  the  senses,  and  the  artistic 
aim  when  expressing  itself  in  written  words  must  also  make  Its 
appeal  through  the  senses,  If  Its  hl^  desire  Is  to  reach  the 
secret  prlng  of  responsive  emotions.  It  must  strenuously  aspire 
to  the  plasticity  of  sculpture,  to  the  colour  of  palntina,  ann  to 
the  magic  auggestivenoss  of  music--. v.lch  Is  the  art  of  arts.  And 
It  is  on.ly  through  complete,  unsvjerXving  devotion  to  tVe  perfect 
Oa  iOrm  and  substance;  it  lo^  on’y  through  an  unremitting 
never-"iacourau8d  care  for  the  shape  and  rlr^  of  sentences  t- at 
an  approach  can  be  made  to  plasticity,  to  colour,  and  that  the 
light  of  magic  suggeotlvcnees  may  brought  to  play  for  an 
evanescent  instant  over  the  commonplace  surface  of  v-’ords:  of  the 
old,  old  vor.^s,  vrorn  thin,  defeced  by  ages  of  careless  usage 


. y task  which  I am  trying  <o  achieve  Is,  by  the  uower  of 
the  written  word  to  nwtke  you  hcor,  to  make  you  feel — It  Is,  before 
all,  to  make  you  se:^.  That — and  no  more,  end  it  Is  ever  thing. 

If  I euccesd,  you  shall  find  thero  accorflln.’  to  your  deserts: 
encouragement,  consolation,  fear,  charm — all  you  demand— o.nd , 
perhaps,  also  that  glimpse  of  truth  for  v/hlch  vou  have 

forgotten  to  ask... 


It  Is  evident  that  he  vftio,  rightly  or  wrongly,  holdrji  by 
the  convictions  expressed  above  cannot  be  faithful  to  any  one  of 
the  temporary  formulas  of  his  craft,  •‘•he  enduring  part  of  them — the 
truth  which  each  only  imperfectly  veils — should  abide  with  him  as 
the  most  precious  of  his  possessions,  but  they  all;  Realism, 
Roinanticls: .,  "nturallsm,  oven  the  unofficial  sentimentalism 
Ul'ilch  like  the  poor,  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  yet  rid  of,) 
all  thes'  gods  must,  after  a short  period  of  fellowship,  abandon 
hlm—even  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  teraple--to  the  stammerings  of 
his  conscience  and  to  the  outspoken  consciousness  of  *he  difficulties 
of  his  work. . . . 


"Art  Is  long  and  life  is  short,  and  success  Is  very  far  off. 

And  thus,  doubtful  of  strength  to  travul  so  far,  we  t Ik  a little 
about  the  aim— the  aim  of  art,  which,  like  life  Itself,  is 
Inspiring,  dlff lcult--obscured  by  rr.lsts.  It  Is  not  In  t;-e  clear 
logic  ot“  triumphant  conclusion;  It  Is  not  In  the  unveiling  of  one 
of  thosr  he  iCtless  secrets  which  are  (1“^'  called  t-  e Lavrs  of  '’ature.  It 
is  not  less  great,  but  only  more  difficult. 

"lo  arrest,  for  the  space  of  a breath,  the  hands  busy  about 
the  work  of  the  earth,  and  compel  men  entranced  by  the  sight  of 
distant  goals  to  glance  for  a moment  at  the  su '’rounding  vision  of 
form  and  colour,  of  sunshine  and  sha  ows;  to  make  them  pause  for 
a look,  for  a sigh,  for  a smile — such  Is  the  aim,  difficult  and 


V 


3 


evanescent,  and  reserved  only  for  a very  fev  to  achieve.  But 

Bometitnes,  by  the  deservlns  and  the  fortunate,  even  that  taek 
Is  accomplished.  And  when  It  1s  accomplished — behold’. — all  the 
truth  of  life  Is  there:  a moment  of  vision,  a sigh,  a smile — and  the 
return  to  an  eternal  rest.” 

So  much  for  the  Preface.  1 had  moant  to  write  on  and  on 
about  some  other  things,  but  this  seems  to  be  enough  for  one 
letter  and  since  I shall  see  you  very  soon  those  other  things 
can  wait. 


y lo- e la  with  2’ou,  now  and  alvfays. 


June  19,  1954 


Dear  >?r,  Schwietors: 


"■hank  you  for  your  letter.  Kiss 
Keller  was  at  the  theater  that  evening  an  1 the  plan 
was  to  have  the  spotlight  turned  on  her  at  the  end  of 
the  prograrn,  but  the  electrician  misunderstood  and  it  was 
not  '’one.  By  the  time  hiss  Hamilton  realized  what  was 
happening  it  was  too  late.  The  electrician  was  gone, 
i-eantlme  the  people  in  her  Immediate  neighborhood 
crowded  around  Kiss  Keller  to  such  an  extent  that  her 
escort  felt  that  he  had  to  gat  her  out  as  soon  as 
possible,  "very body  regretted  the  mishap  about  the 
lights. 


I 'lid  not  come  down  for  the 
premiere.  I wanted  to,  but  I have  seen  the  picture 
several  times  and  my  personal  situation  here  made  it 
difficult  for  me  to  get  away.  At  any  rate  I am  glad 
you  and  .".rs.  Schwleters  were  there  and  I hope  some  day 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  both. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Kr,  John  F.  Schwleters 
District  20-R,  Lions  International 
60  Wall  Tower 
70  Pine  St. 

How  York  5,  N.Y. 


June  19,  19 5A 


Dear  Krs.  Blanton; 


The  letters  cnme  yesterday  afternoon 
and  I am  very  happy  to  have  th«n.  Kiss  Keller  Is  due 
to  arrive  next  Saturday  and  this  will  slve  me  ample 
time  to  so  over  them  before  I talk  with  her.  I have 
only  glanced  at  them,  but  It  is  eno  .'gh  to  show  wh:.t  a 
great  labor  of  love  you  are  engaged  upon. 

I can  answer  some  of  your  questions. 

.vr.  .-lacy  was  never  Kiss  Keller's  teacher.  Ke  was  a 
young  Instructor  at  Harvard  when  Kiss  Keller  and  Krs, 

Kacy  first  met  him.  .•.las  Keller  at  that  time  was  writing 
"The  Story  of  '/.y  Life"  for  her  college  theme  assignments 
and  the  LADIPS  HOK'-l  JOURNAL  was  publishing  it  In  serial 
form.  Kr.  Kacy  was  recommended  as  an  excellent  person  to 
help  them  put  the  manuscript  together  and  from  that  time 
until  he  left  them  he  edited  all  her  books.  Including 
"The  korld  I Live  In"  and  "The  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall," 

You  will  find  "Ihe  Story  of  My  Life”  and  Kiss  Keller's 
later  book,  "Midstream"  helpful  in  dating  events. 

Both  women  were  devoted  to  Mr.  Macy, 
but  his  position  In  the  household  was  not  easy.  Svory  one 
who  came  wanted  to  see  Miss  Keller.  Ke  had  abilities  of 
his  own  and  ambitions  and  wanted  to  strike  out  for 
himself.  Ke  had  much  charm  and  was  very  attractive  to 
woman.  There  was  a fundamental  Instability  of  character 
and  Kiss  Keller  and  Mrs,  Macy  contributed  to  his 
financial  support  long  after  he  left  them,  Ihey  paid  for 
his  trip  to  Burope  which  he  described  to  Miss  "llett  and 
he  went  over  In  fine  style  with  a valet'. 

The  dog  Phiz  was  presented  to  Kiss  Keller 
by  Kiss  Keller's  classmates  at  Radcllff e and  he  was  with 
her  at  V,'reniham  as  long  as  he  lived.  For  other  photographs 
your  best  source  Is  probably  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  at  15  West  16  3t.,  Low  York  11,  N.Y. 

I will  write  to  you  again  and  return 
the  letters  after  I have  gone  over  them  with  Kiss  Keller. 
Klas  ICllett  cones  through  as  a woman  of  great  ability 
and  attractiveness.  When  I asked  Miss  Keller  If  she 
remembered  her  she  exclaimed,  "Oh  yes,  I loved  heri" 

Very  gratefully,  very  sincerely, 


(Mella  Braddy  Henney ) 


J(JhJB«2.23,  19  5A 


-'eareat  *'ancy, 


You  were  an  absolute  angel  to  take 
time  out  to  sen<1  tno  the  clippings.  They  are  truly 
wonderful,  aa  Father  Divine  might  say,  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  Jbinlng  in  chorus. 

Ihe  enthusiasm  of  the  Lillenthals 
carried  Folly  over  the  week-end  in  fine  style, 
making  her  fairly  oblivious  to  what  else  might  be 
happening.  Your  telephone  call  was  a help  too. 

At  one  Une  Folly  will  say  that  she  has  nevep 
believed  that  the  picture  would  be  a coramer<£tr=l 
success,  at  another  that  she  has  always  known  it 
would  be  and  both  times  she  is  telling  the  truth 
because  she  has  held  both  opinions  simultaneously. 
At  any  rate  she  and  ^‘elen  will  be  here  in  a few 
days  and  we  shall  either  rejoice  together  or  find 
comfort  together. 

^’hom  shall  we  be  thinking  of  on 
Helen's  birthday?  Teacher  of  course  and  after  that 
who  else  but  Kit  and  Nancy  I 


My  love  and  thanks. 


SoowTille,  Warn  TIaiqpahire 
July  5,  1954 


Dear  Ura*  Blanton: 


I am  returning  the  letters,  aith  many  thanka«  I 
have  read  them  all  nyaelf  and  ^lave  spelled  a number  of  them  to 
UiBB  Keller*  She  has  fomd  thmm  very  useful  in  broadening  her 
understanding  of  *ir*  >v.aoy's  oharaoter  and  deepening  her  sympathy 
(shich  was  already  greet)  for  the  mny  aadneseee  that  beset  him 
during  hie  later  years* 

She  is  extremely  busy  with  her  book  about  krs* 
:^cy*  Z had  hoped  that  she  vtould  consider  her  visit  here  with  mo 
as  a sort  of  vacation,  but  she  has  stuck  at  her  typewriter  for 
six  or  seven  hours  every  day,  and  all  this  time  her  correspondence 
is  piling  up*  The  life  of  a celebrity  is  not  an  easy  one* 

Oith  renewed  thanke,  I am 

Very  aincerely  yours. 


(?iolla  Braddy  Henney) 


P.3*  Don't  hesitate  to  call  upon  me  for  any  information  you  think  I 
might  be  able  to  furnish* 


-vjs*  f j-ndham  Blanton 
^15  Seminary  Ave* 
Richmond  27,  Virginia 


Snowvlllo,  New  Hampshire 
July  8,  195A 


Dearest  Folly, 


This  house  Is  so  full  of  empty  space  this 
morning  that  It  Is  positively  oppressive!  Three  great 
voids.  It  was  a wonderful  visit  and  we  are  loo clng  forward 
to  the  next  time. 

It  was  a relief  to  know  that  you  had  got  home 
safely.  We  ran  Into  strong,  gusty  winds  on  the  way  back  from 
Portland,  but  apparently  you  outflew  them. 

I have  put  all  Helen's  Braille  notes  from  her 
wastepaper  basket  Into  an  envelope,  In  case  she  ml^it  ever 
want  to  refer  to  any  of  them  again.  I think  not,  but  it  Is 
better  to  be  safe.  I was  tempted  to  throw  your  mall  Into 
the  basket  after  I had  emptied  It — that  never-ending  burden 
and  it  doss  not  get  any  lighter  as  time  goes  on. 

Tell  Helen  that  the  little  phoobes  launched 
themselves  successfully — we  have  seen  them  flying  around. 


;‘.uch,  much  love  from  us  all. 


jnonvllle.  New  iaopahlre 
July  11,  1954 


Dearest  t'olly. 

i aai  inclosl.'ig  the  letter  frooi  lir.  .eld  and^jiy  reply  for 
your  files,  it  la  quite  rodarkuble  for  a publiaher  to  offer  an 
additional  fte  ericU  It  is  unnecessary. 

.klso  I am  eandin><  a latter  from  cay  friend  ...arguerite  o(^. 
the  is  a statistioiaa  at  ^odraw  Hill,  very  intelligent,  very  well  known 
in  ner  field.  I think  ane  has  said  juat  tdio  right  thinga  about  the 
picture,  iou  might  return  the  letter  for  me  to  keep  with  tne  others  I 
h.-ve.  Keith  hrougnt  bade  word  of  a packed  house  at  the  'iuild  from  other 
kouraw  ill  people  who  have  seen  it.  I do  hope  this  means  that  the  tide 
has  turned. 


Ours  is  a very  sad  household.  There  is  of  course  the  sweet 
regret  that  you  and  Helen  are  not  hero  (though  you  still  aM  here  and  will 
always  be),  fou  had  a slight  glimoae  ut  the  problem,  but  only  that,  ^‘uch 
deeper  Issues  are  involved  and  I see  nothing  but  heart.ache  for  Hobert  from 
here  clear  on  to  the  end  of  the  row.  It  Is  too  complicated  to  go  into  in 
a letter,  but  1 will  tell  you  as  much  os  you  want  to  hear  when  I see  you. 

Keith  got  beck  yesterday  and  thinks  he  will  now  have  an 
uninterrupted  month  on  the  mountain.  He  and  Ann  went  flBhiag  a f‘W  hours 
after  his  arrival,  but  didn’t  have  muoh  luck. 

I'll  probably  be  talking  to  you  over  the  phone  before  this 
reaches  you.  Put  £ want.?d  to  get  these  things  off. 


We  miss  you,  we  miss  you,  we  miss  you! 


Love  always 


J'lly  lA,  1954 


Dear  Mrs.  r/avllson, 


Many  thanks  for  letting  mo 
see  these  letters.  I don't  envy  you  the  Job 
of  writing  a nice,  friendly  reply  to  every 
one  of  them'.  But  Helen  Is  lucky  to  have  someone 
to  ^o  It  and  you  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  you  are  helping  to  keep  her  free  for  more 
Important  work.  She  gave  me  some  seventy-odd 
pages  of  her  book  to  read  while  she  was  here 
and  If  she  keeps  up  as  she  has  started  I think 
It  Is  going  to  be  the  best  thing  she  has  ever 
writ' en. 


Our  house  has  seemed  empjy 
since  the  girls  went  away — and  this  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  until  yesterday  It  was  as  full 
as  It  was  when  they  were  here--that  Is,  with 
other  company. 


All  good  wishes. 


Gnowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  lA,  1954 


Dearest  Folly, 


Finances  out  of  the  way  first.  Inclosed  you 
will  ■'Ind  the  hill  for  the  lobsters.  Ann  wanted  me  to  give 
her  the  whole  thing,  for  she  had  Intended  to  buy  Helen  for 
her  birthday  a bottle  o^  the  finest  liquid  nourishment  in 
Convay  and  felt  cheated  that  she  had  not  got  here  in  time  to 
do  it.  But  you  had  a surplus  at  the  postoffice  of  *3.63  and 
I thought  the  simplest  thing  was  to  apply  it  to  this  and  let 
Ann  have  the  balance.  Very  cheap  of  me,  no  doubt,  but  there  It 
is. 


Fritzle  left  yesterday  morning  by  bus  from 
Conway  and  may  have  arrived  In  Ottawa  last  night  at  2:30,  a mad 
hour  to  meet  her  boy  friend,  but  she  also  thought  she  might 
stay  the  night  In  Montreal  which  would  put  her  in  Ottawa  at 
a reasonable  hour  today.  She  left  heavy  hearts  and  bad  dreams 
behind  her. 


It  was  Interesting  to  see  how  many  of  the  letters 
to  r.olen  were  In  response  to  the  article  In  the  Daily  News, 
i-argolles  was  rlgh^  lo  Its  value  as  a medium.  Does  Mrs, 

Davidson  have  form  letters  which  she  sends  In  reply  to  all  this 
miscellaneous  cor>'08pondence?  If  so,  I should  like  to  see  them. 

For  Helen's  sake  all  replies  should  be  friendly,  no  matter 
how  screwy  the  correspondents  may  seem.  V. e never  did  get  around 
to  tn Iking  about  a printed  card  which  could  be  sent,  which 
would  not  have  reference  to  a particular  occasion  a like  the 
shot'dng  of  the  picture  or  a particular  piece  of  work  like  the 
book  about  Teacher,  but  when  I got  these  letters  from  Mrs. 

''avldson  I think  we  should  put  our  minds  to  It. 

Tell  ' elen  that  we  are  si  111  trying  to  get  the 
A. 7.  poems — have  two  lines  out  at  the  moment  and  If  they  don't 
produce  results  we'll  put  out  others. 

Keith  Is  absorbed  In  the  900-page  book  containing 
the  entire  testimony  upon  which  the  Oppenhelmer  decision  was 
made.  He  daya  that  obviously  many  of  the  reporters  who  are  writing 
about  It  have  not  gone  back  to  this  source,  but  this  Is  not  true 
of  Gmyth.  V-ben  he  Is  done  with  the  book  I think  I'll  read  it.  Ve 
were  both  Interooted  In  .-’.urray  Kempton's  article. 

The  music  doesn't  have  quite  the  same  sound  In  the 
evening,  now  that  you  and  ^ielen  are  not  here  to  listen  to  It 
with  us.  Aelth  and  Ann  and  Bertha  and  Clyde  all  miss  you,  hut  not 
nearly  so  much  as  I do. 


My  love. 


' .G.  I v-nve  put  Mr.  Frye's  lofer  with  the  others  I 
*"ave,  but  will  send  It  back  If  you  want  It.  A good  letter. 


July  13,  195A 


Dear  Ken, 


I think  t.v-t  some  day  a Keller  Omnibus 
might  bo  a good  idea.  Polly  and  I have  talked  about 
it  in  the  past,  but  in  my  Judgment  now  is  not  the 
time  for  it . 

Ky  feeling  is  that  the  book  she  is 
writing  should  take  precedence  over  everything  else. 

I thought  this  some  weeks  ago  when  the  question  of 
Van  V,yck  Brooks  doing  a book  about  her  came  up.  This 
grew  out  of  his  article  in  Harper's  I-agozlne  which  was 
written  r-t  my  suggestion  during  the  I’onsarrat  affair. 

Two  publishers  (I  don't  know  which  ones)  approached 
him  for  a book  and  he  was  all  steamed  up  about  it 
until  I said  that  I thought  it  should  not  be  written 
until  Helen  is  through  with  hers  and  it  is  published. 

Van  V.'yck  was  very  understanding  and  no  that  is 
temporarily  shelved.  Personally  I think  he  has  already 
made  his  unique  contrlhutlon  to  the  saga,  for  the  rest 
of  his  material  would  have  to  come  from  Helen  and 
would  be  a reworking  of  an  old''lo^e,  but  if  later  on 
he  wants  to  go  ahead  with  it  I would  not  interpose 
any  objection, 

Helen  is  working  hard.  She  and  Polly  were  up 
here  with  mo  for  'bout  two  weeks  and  she  spent  between 
six  and  seven  hours  at  the  typewriter  every  day,  happy 
to  be  entirely  free  of  interruption.  She  left  with  me 
some  seventy  pages  of  the  first  draft  and  she  intends 
to  keep  at  it  as  steadily  as  possible.  It  is  going  to  be 
a fine  book  and  she  1s  enjoying  It  more,  she  told  me, 
than  any  other  she  has  written  except  The  Song  of  the 
Stone  V'all.  She  is  all  on  fire  vrith  it  and  it  would  be 
a pity  to  dampen  it  down  in  any  way  1th  other  projects 
or  demands. 

She  la  constantly  interrupted.  She  carries 
always  tliat  ghastly  burden  o''*  correspon-^ence  and  Just 
now  she  la  working  on  a speech  which  she  is  to  deliver 
this  fall  before  the  Opthalmologlcal  "ociety.  My  best 
guess  on  her  hook  manuscript  la  th-t  it  will  probably 
be  ready  for  you  some  time  next  spring,  but  this  is 
only  a guess.  A •'Irst  dr  ft  is  after  all  a first  draft 
and  a lot  of  tedious  work  comes  afterwards.  I must  go 
over  the  man'.iscrlpt  with  her,  spelling  out  questions  and 
taking,  down  her  answers  and  Incorr-oratlng  them.  Vben  this 
is  ’one  the  manuscript  must  be  Pralllod  so  she  can  have 
it  under  her  fingers  and  after  tnat  vlll  come  another 


question  ant^  answer  aeaalon,  Kelen  with  F.rallle,  me 
with  the  typoRcript.  After  that  a typescript  for 
you.  None  of  this  until  the  first  draft  Is  complete. 

It  Is  possible  th't  they  will  return  to  Foss 
r.t.  In  the  f*'ll  (I’d  li.ce  that),  but  wo  may  not  bo 
together  again  until  I go  back  to  Garden  City  In 
Kovemhor . 

You  might  drop  her  a note  saying  that  I have 
given  you  a progress  report.  But  no  pressure  and 
no  mention  of  hoped-for  publication  dates.  She  Is 
doing  the  best  she  can  and  more  than  she  should.  And 
tell  her  for  God's  sake  not  to  answer  your  letter. 

Very  good  summer  on  the  mountain,  thank  you. 
Game  to  you  and  many  of  them. 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Goubleday  & Co.  Inc, 
575  “adlson  Ave. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


July  21,  195-*i 


Dearest  folly , 


. eems  to  me  that  Joe  Lewis’s  nose  frets 
WAV  things  are  not  ■lone  exactly  his 

how  annoyed  he  was  about  Jo's  bust 
bust , but  he  was  mad  with  Jo 
for  pulll^  the  rug  out  from  under  him.  -e  wanted  to 
collect  the  money  and  he  wanted  to  have  the  glory  of 
making  a splurge  with  It  in  public.  le  Is  entitled  to 
his  opinion  of  the  film  of  course.  I don't  think  It 
Is  Important.  V.e  11  simply  put  him  offside  with  the 
Grumrr.on  minority. 

In 

. ..  ^ pages  along/the  Op-enhelmer 

testimony  and  Keith  Is  somewhat  ahead  of  me.  It  was 
not  an  Inves  Igatlon,  It  was  an  Inquisition^  and  tre 
more  we  read  the  more  incomprehensible  the  decision  of 
the  board.  >.e  neither  of  us  see  how  they  poaslbly  could 
have  reached  It,  but  of  course  we  have  400  more  pages  to 
£0  • 


' ell  elen  that  I have  on©  more  A.F. 

^ok  and  two  more  coming,  b«it  I hove  not  yet  located 
wh  t she  wants.  I’ll  keep  after  It, 

Lenore  was  here  yesterday,  very  chipper 
ortrr  Is  having  trouble  with  both  hips, 

8ot.e^hlng  like  bursitis  o^  the  hips,  and  Kay  who  has 
had  laryngitis  for  some  weeks  now  has  a strep  throat. 

o?  ^ believe,  for  Lenore  thinks  she  may  be 

at  tbe  lake  this  week-end. 

Bertha  Is  pleased  beyond  all  measure  with 
the  picture  of  you  and  Helen.  She  will  write  to  you. 

Cousins  with  a small  boy  will  move  Into 
ne  little  house  this  week-end  and  stay  for  about  ten 
days.  Blueberries  are  ripe  and  I think  they  will  spend 
great  part  of  the  lime  up  In  the  pasture  picking  them, 
^rat  s wh: t we  ve  been  doing  these  last  few  days. 


has  pleats 


Ann  Is  fit  work  on  my  tartan  skirt.  It 
^ I afr.nld  not  exactly  the  kind  you 

wanted.  ■«  ve  Just  about  decided  on  the  Jacket  and  I 
hope  you  like  the  whole  outfit  when  we  are  done  with  It. 


r'uch,  much  love  to  you  both. 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  2^,  19 5A 


Dearest  Folly, 


I have  cut  and  rearransed  Helen's  speech, 
but  I am  stuck  on  the  last  sentence.  I thought  of  something 
like  "to  continue  with  even  greater  energy  and  with  renewed 
faith,"  hut  Helen  alone  will  know  exactly  what  to  say. 

I am  not  too  much  Impressed  by  "Ihe  Hharkov 
Story."  V^Tio  Is  Jack  Wilcox?  "here  Is  nothing  In  the  article 
to  Indicate  that  he  ever  saw  Olga  or  If  there  Is  I missed 
It.  It  sounds  more  like  a rewrite  of  material  furnished  by 
the  Soviet  'Inlon.  I am  returning  It  for  your  flies. 

It  Is  good  that  Nancy  thinks  "all  is  well"  and 
I hope  she  Is  not  whistling  to  keep  her  courage  up.  The 
really  big  test  will  probably  come  this  fall. 

I.ater  today  a cousin  Is  arriving  with  her  husband 
and  child.  They  go  Into  the  little  house,  thank  goodness. 

Next  week  a man  and  his  wife  are  coming  from  V.'olfeboro  for 
lunch.  Another  couple  from  Kennebunkport  the  week  after  that. 
July  and  August  are  the  big  company  months  In  New  England 
and  you  seldom  know  from  one  day  to  the  next  Just  who  will 
be  coming  up  the  road.  We  need  you  and  Helen  to  protect 
us. 


Much  love,  always 


1 


The  International  Asaoclntion  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  Dr.  Berena  and  Friends: 

It  ia  a thrilling;  experience  for  me  to  address  this 
world-wide  gathering  of  champions  of  man's  right  to  see.  In 
some  respects  this  convention  is  a unique  event  in  global 
history  and  its  Importance  is  commensurate  with  its  responsibility. 

During  my  travels  in  the  Orient,  the  IJear  Saat,  Africa, 
the  Arab  world  and  Latin  America  I was  oppressed  by  the 
terrible  march  of  Inllndnesa  and  by  the  deplorably  limited 
facilities  for  research  Into  disorders  of  the  eye.  You  are 
facing  a gigantic  task.  The  need  Is  urgent,  but  there  Is  hope. 
Through  a vigorous,  united  campaign  for  full  aye  research 
River  Blindness,  for  Instance,  might  be  wiped  out  and  the 
ravages  of  trachoma,  dread  world  cause  of  so  much  blindness 
and  impairment  of  sight,  might  be  checked. 

It  is  encouraging  to  reflect  that  in  countries  v;here 
a few  years  ago  blindness  was  regarded  as  inevitable,  xsbIbbx 
peoples  of  every  community  and  creed  are  now  giving  liberally 
of  their  time  and  money  towards  its  prevention.  V.’e  are  living 
in  an  age  of  mighty  discoveries  and  if  sufficient  funis  are 
made  available  for  study  of  the  causes  of  blindness  and  the 
conditions  that  breed  It  I know  that  you  will  be  able  to 
liberate  millions  of  people  from  the  darkness  which  threatens 
their  social  competence  and  happiness.  I salute  you  for  the 
splendid  progress  you  have  already  made  and  I plead  vilth  you 
to  continue 


' It 

— — d I j 

I 

July  29.  195A 

I 

I 


Doap  on, 

Helen  lo  trying  hari  to  nvol-1  all  public 
appearances  and  our  Job  Is  to  help  her.  She  cannot 
withdraw  completely,  there  are  times  when  she  feels 
that  she  has  lo  appear,  as  at  the  meeting  this  fall 
of  the  International  Association  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  but  hor  strength  nrist  bo  saved  for 
such  occasions  as  this.  The  general  answer  Is  No 
and  I hope  your  publicity  deijartroont  can  take  care 
of  the  requests  without  sending  them  to  Helen  or  me, 
but  If  anything  comes  up  that  you  consider  of  major 
Importance,  don’t  hesitate  to  consult  Polly  sind  don't 
ever  hesitate  to  send  me  any  letters  you'd  like  to  have 
me  answer. 

--liudden  break-off,  but  I have  a chance  to 
end  the  letter  down  the  hill.  I think  I've  covered 
everything  except  to  aay  how  very  much  the  girls 
like  the  new  edition  of  TH^!:  fJTORX  OF  MY  LIFE.  And 
please  could  I have  a copy  for  my  file? 

All  good  wishes. 


Hr.  Xen  i^cCormlck 
r»ouble<^ay  Sc  Co.  Inc. 
575  Kadi son  Ave. 

New  York  22,  T'.Y. 


f 


Fosfl  Mt.,  Snovrvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  1,  195A 


Dear  Nelson, 


D I think  your  Idea  a knockout.  I've  had  three 

■ days  and  three  nights  to  mull  It  over  and  I still  think 

so , 

Nothing  can  bo  done  about  It  for  some  time, 
for  Helen  is  deeply  absorbed  In  the  book  about  teacher. 

Off  at  last  on  the  rlgjit  track  and  working  like  an  office 
slave.  Six  or  seven  unbroken  hours  at  her  desk  all  the 
time  she  was  here,  ptitting  the  rest  of  us  completely  to 
shame.  I need  hardly  tell  you  that  It  Is  going  to  be  a 
beautiful  book.  If  nothing  interrupts  she  should  finish 
\ It  some  time  next  year.  After  that  "The  Golden  Vista." 

Two  or  three  hundred  words  seems  to  me  Just 
about  right  and  there  are  many  vignettes  that  could  be 
taken  from  her  articles  In  what  you  might  call  the  technical 
press,  that  is.  In  magazines  like  THF  OUTLOOK  FOR  TH ^ BLIND. 

I 11  go  over  some  of  these  when  I return  to  Garden  City 
In  November  and  I will  talk  with  some  syndicate  man  to  see 
what  he  thinks  the  market  Is  like.  Helen  will  work  as  long 
as  she  lives  and  I think  it  1s  very  possible  that  she  will 
enjoy  doing  short  snatches  about  things  that  have  pleased 
her  or  Inspired  her  or  even  about  some  of  the  things  she  hates 
and  wants  the  world  to  get  rid  of. 

\ It  was  wonderful  having  them  here  and  the  house 

has  seemed  empty  to  us  all  since  they  left.  There  are  two  lines 
of  poetry  that  have  kept  running  throu^  my  head — I haven't 
. Bartlett  s Quotations  with  me  and  don' t know  where  they  came 

/ from; 

. Music  I heard  with  you  was  more  than  music 

And  bread  I broke  with  you  was  more  than  bread. 

Anyhow  that's  how  It  was  while  they  were  with  us. 

It  Is  good  news  that  your  first  chapter  Is  nearly 
finished.  I want  to  see  Itl 

The  girls  would  of  course  send  their  love  with 
mine  If  they  knew  I was  writing. 


i 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  3,  195A 


T'eareat  Helen, 


I finally  located  a copy  of  A.E.’s  "Selected  Poems" 
In  Charleston,  South  Carolina — of  all  places'.  The  selection  was 
made  by  A.E.  himself  In  1935  and  ho  prefaces  It  with  this  little 
note:  ^’If  I should  be  remembered  I would  like  It  to  be  for  the 
verses  In  this  book.  They  are  mji  choice  out  of  the  poetry  I 
have  written."  It  Is  not  a big  book  and  though  I have  read  all  the 
poems  I have  no  certainty  that  I have  found  any  of  those  you 
want.  I have  marked  a number  of  them  for  Miss  Logos  to  transcribe 
and  I feel  sure  that  you  will  enjoy  them.  If  you  want  me  to 
keep  hunting  tell  Polly  to  let  me  know.  Authors  are  seldom  the 
best  Judges  of  their  own  work  and  I know  there  are  many  other 
poems  of  his  besides  the  ones  In  this  book. 

I suffer  with  you  as  I think  of  the  painful  days 
you  must  rellHve.  Writing  any  book  from  the  heart  Is  close  akin 
to  childbirth  and  this  one  of  yours  much  more  so  than  most.  But 
It  was  not  all  pain,  thank  Bod.  I knew  Teacher  only  In  her  old 
age,  yet  many  of  my  memories  are  gay  and  lively  and  they  are 
all  thrilling  as  I think  of  the  spirited  way  In  which  she  met 
obstacles  and  overcame  them.  She  ^^^ould  be  very  unhappy  If  she 
knew  that  thinking  of  her  made  you  sad . 

he  all  wish  that  we  had  you  and  Folly  here  with  us; 
Instead  we  are  all  there  with  you  in  our  thoughts. 


Much,  much  love,  now  and  always. 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  3,  19 5A 


Dear  Miss  Loges: 


V.ill  you  please  transcribe  for  Kiss  Helen 
Keller  the  letter  that  I Inclose  with  ttis  an<3  also  the 
poems  that  I have  checked  in  "rielected  Poems"  by  A v ? 
Please  send  the  transcriptions  direct  to  her  at  estport 
but  return  the  book  to  me.  And  send  me  your  bill  whenever 
you  feel  like  it. 


V^itb  all  good  wishes  and  many  thanks. 


Nella  B.  Henney 


August  3,  195/1 


Dearest  Polly, 

I know  that  Kancy  Is  doing  all 
that  la  humanly  possible  about  the  film  and  I 
feel  sure  that  the  reason  you  have  not  heard 
from  her  is  that  she  has  nothing  definite  to 
report.  It  Is  a big  ’oclslon  and  she  probably  Is 
faced  wl!h  several  alternatives.  I haven't 
heard  from  her  all  summer.  I am  returning  Kr. 
Bengls'  letter.  I think  his  Idea  for  the  film  Is 
the  one  *.ancy  la  trying  to  put  Into  operatlon-- 
dldn't  she  tell  you  that  It  was  to  be  paired  with 
a big  film  111  a double  feature? 

One  of  our  gre^-^t  pine  trees  on 
the  roa t to  the  little  house  waa  struck  by 
lightning  during  the  last  thunderstorm.  Trunk 
riven  and  bark  torn  off.  Very  badly  wounded  and  we 
tbcii  think  It  cannot  survive. 

I've  had  a bad  throat  and  cough 
for  something  more  than  a week,  but  It  Is 
coming  along  now.  Too  much  dampness  I'm  afraid. 

Keith  leaves  on  Saturday  for  a week 
in  Gar  ^an  City  an^l  Ann  will  not  b©  her©  many 
more  weeks.  After  she  goes  I'll  send  Bertha  down 
and  bring,  her  back  In  the  fall  if  i need  her. 

I know  t'-e  agony  '{elen  must  be 
going  through.  Her  vey  soul  Is  going  into  this 
book  and  It  la  taking  a lot  out  of  her. 

, To  lay  or  tomorrow  I'll  send  some 

or  AE  B poema  to  kiss  Logea  and  with  them  a letter 
to  Helen.  i^ove  always, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Au5U8t  >A,  1954 


Nearest  Polly, 


I was  particularly  glad  to  get  the  copy  of  the 
Nation  that  you  sent  becauee  of  the  account  o^  the  Reynolds- 
ll-t3el  suit,  X had  seen  almost  nothing  aho'.it  It  bui 
the  same  day  the  Nation  came  the  Saturday  Review  appeared 
with  a story  by  Cleveland  Amory.  This  I am  Inclosing  for  you 
You  can  throw  It  away.  Also  I was  Interested  in  Carey 
McVllllams  on  the  V.’oltman  series  on  McCarthy.  It  Is  good  to 
note  that  Reynolds,  Pegler,  Woltman,  and  McCarthy  are  all 
Catholics  because  It  means  that  no  extraneous  accusation  of 
Pro't  estant  against  Catholic  can  be  Injected,  I am  returning  the 
Nation  in  a separate  envelope. 


The  rain  has  stopped  at  last  and  today  promises 
to  be  fair  and  cool.  We've  had  no  hot  weather — altogether  the 
coolest  summer  In  many  years. 

My  rock  pile  is  pretty  high  and  I must  get  at  It. 

Much  Love  to  you  both. 


August  6,  195^ 


Dearest  Folly, 


I on't  think  the  Radcllffe 
citation  coul^  have  been  expressed  better  and 
the  picture  of  you  and  Helen  is  lovely.  Everything 
seems  to  have  been  handled  beautifully. 

It  came  as  a shock  to  mo  to  read 
about  Dr.  ~erry  being  hauled  up  before  the 
Subversive  Activities  Control  Board,  though  I 
don't  see  why  after  all  that  has  been  happening. 

I wish  some  outfit  would  investigate  Louis 
Budenz  and  Paul  Crouch. 

Try  not  to  fret  about  the  picture. 
Whatever  happens  we  all  have  reason  to  be  proud 
of  it.  ’ e have  done  what  we  could  and  that  goes 
for  Nancy  too.  Its  commercial  success  Is  beyond 
our  control,  v.'hy  don't  you  call  Nancy?  It  would 
at  least  help  put  your  mind  at  rest. 

An’  try  not  to  vrorry  about  Helen's 
book.  It  Is  going  to  be  a big  Job,  bigger  I am 
afraid  than  you  have  realized,  but  It  Is  going  to 
be  a good  one. 


Beautiful  cool  day.  Keith  and  I 
are  working  before  a fire  In  the  Annex. 


;-iuch  love  to  you  both 


August  1~,  195^ 


Dearest  *olly, 

DU  3rrice  Murphy  sand  Helen  a 
copy  of  her  book,  "Your  Deafness  Is  not  You?" 

If  not  I'll  mall  you  the  one  that  Elizabeth 
Lavfrence  sent  me.  1 find  Mrs.  .‘'urphy  rath»r 
appalling--ln8ensl'tlve  and  aggressive  an't  I 
think  she  would  have  been  without  the  'deafness. 
She  mentions  Helen  several  times  and  1 think 
you  will  want  to  look  it  over.  I haven't  seen 
any  reviews. 

Ann  leaves  next  \«f8dneaday.  «elth 
comes  back  tomorrow.  Alex  ;'cKenzlo  will,  be  with 
him  and  the  McKenzies  will  leave  on  Sunday.  The 
"suaimer  people"  are  going  home  and  pretty  soon 
the  hill  will  settle  back  into  quietness. 

‘vounds  as  If  Nancy  Is  spending  a 
rushing  summer.  '.1th  all  tr.e  praise  the  film 
has  had  there  must  be  « ground  swell  of  interest 
building  up.  I hope  Haney  will  have  definite 
news  for  us  before  long. 

Larry  and  Katharine  Conant  are 
moving  into  the  little  house  on  Aug.  21  and 
will  be  there  until  :ept.  10.  That  will  be  fun. 

Much,  much  lo^e. 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  ansvered  .'irs.  Remington's 
letter  and  I will  answer  the  one  from  the 
publishers  of  .-.ill  Town.  Not,  however,  until  I 
have  learned  more  about  them.  I think  the  story 
is  told  very  dramatically  and  effectively.  It 
was  a ma3nlflcent  fight  and  I am  proud  that  helen 
had  a share  in  it.  But  I am  practically  sure  that 
they  used  -.elen's  picture  and  her  words  without 
permission.  I don't  like  that,  'i'he  book  is  obviously 
propaganda — very  skillfully  done--and  we  need  to 
know  more  about  the  political  complexion  of  those 
behind  It . 


You  will  be  amused  (In  a sour  kind  of 
way)  by  the  inclosed  article  on  G.  David  Schlns.  It 
bears  out  what  Karvelle  Adams  said  about  his  younger 
brother. 

1 hope  you  will  not  find  the  trip  to 
the  Vlnoyar-’  too  great  a chore.  Just  relax  and 
have  fun. 

I will  be  in  touch  with  you  again 

before  long. 


Love  always 


ADgrust  16,  195^; 


Dear  Mr?..  ^PTlngton: 


Kiss  !-elon  il^eller  has  as’^ed  me 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  August  9.  For  some  months 
now  she  has  been  under  such  pressure  that  she  has 
ha^  to  cut  herself  off  from  her  correspondence  as 
much  as  she  possibly  can.  I believe  you  know  that 
she  Is  hard  at  work  on  her  long-contemplated  book 
about  Teacher.  The  first  manuscript  was  lost  in  the 
fire  that  burned  her  home  and  she  has  a mammoth 
Job  in  hand.  Ghe  was  up  here  with  me  for  a couple 
of  weeks  earlier  in  the  summer,  but  it  was  no 
vacation,  nv-e  spent  between  six  an"*  seven  hours  a 
day  at  her  typewriter.  And  besides  this  she  is 
still  meeting  the  demands  and  responsibilities  of 
her  regular  Job  as  International  Counsellor  t’or 
the  ,'imerlcan  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  Its  sister 
organization,  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas 
Blind.  In  the  face  of  all  this,  I knov:  you  v?lll 
understand  why  she  t'eels  she  must  say  Ko  to  your 
request  for  a foreword  to  your  book.  I know  she 
does  this  with  regret,  for  I have  heard  her  and  Polly 
many  times  speak  of  you  and  your  family  with  deep 
affection. 


ery  sincerely  yours, 


.'<ella  Braddy  Menney 
Attorney  for  i'elen  iteller 


Mrs.  Ma”  Lyon  Bemlngton 
81  Fonfleld  Road 
Rochester  10 
New  York 


August  13,  195^ 


Dearest  Polly  , 


I have  just  written  to  the  liuerles 
Elltor  of  the  Kew  York  Times  to  try  to  locate  the 
A.”,  poem  that  Helen  wants  and  If  I get  It  a 
second  time  In  the  volume  that  Is  on  Its  way  to  me, 
so  much  the  better.  Also  I have  Just  addressed 
the  copy  of  Mrs.  Kurphy's  book  to  you.  She  Is  very 
trying,  even  to  her  best  friends,  and  I know  two  of 
them. 

i.ancy's  latter  was  apology  for  not 
writing  to  m-  before;  an  account  of  the  reasons  for 
the  showing  of  the  film  at  the  Vineyard;  explanation 
of  the  terms  of  the  contract  that  she  and  Kit  would 
like  with  Helen  and  me  and  Doubleday's;  how  busy  the 
summer  has  been,  etc.  Nothing  yet  on  the  national 
distribution  of  the  film,  she  says,  and  nothing  Immediately 
in  sl^t.  But  you  will  hear  all  about  this  when  you  see  her. 

We  have  two  copies  of  the  992-page 
report  In  the  mat-er  of  J.  Robert  Oppenhelmer.  Fine 
print  and  reading  It  Is  a shattering  experience 
physically  as  well  as  emotionally.  It  is  great  droma  In 
the  classic  mold,  the  tragic  hero  with  thr  fatal  flaw, 

Hamlet  In  the  atomic  world,  with  all^thar  Hamlet  had  In 
the  end,  Horatio  to  defend  his  wounded  name,  except 
that  Oppenhelmer' 8 Horatlos  are  multiple.  The  position 
that  the  majority  of  the  judges  reached  Is  tenable.  It  Is 
not  ray  position.  After  reading  the  testimony  (which  I did 
In  full)  I could  not  see  how  anyone  could  refuse  him 
clearance,  but  four  honorable  men  decided  to  refuse  It. 

I think  It  has  done  Immeasurable  harm  to  the  security  of 
our  country  and  I know  It  has  done  great  harm  to  the 
scientific  community.  I'll  send  you  a copy  of  the  report 
when  you  have  done  with  Jean  Chrlstophe  If  you  want  It, 
but  I warn  you  against  It.  Dlth  all  else  you  have  to  do 
It  will  be  a winter's  job  to  read  it  and  once  you  start  It 
you  won't  be  able  to  stay  away  from  It.  Meantime,  for 
fun,  read  the  articles  (two)  In  the  New  Yorker  by  Laura 
Fermi.  I thought  I had  copies  here  and  could  give  you  the 
dates,  but  apparently  I have  sent  them  on.  They  came  out 
within  the  last  few  weeks. 

Keith  would  very  much  enjoy  meeting  Robert 
Duffus.  Next  time  he  goes  to  New  York  maybe  you  an1  Helen 
can  have  lunch  with  them  at  the  Club.  That  would  make 
an  Ideal-size  group  and  the  tf’lk  ought  to  be  good.  I'll 


let  you  know  about  Keith's  movements. 

i.enore  wanted  to  bring  Sidney  and  Russell  Niason 
over  a few  days  ago,  but  we  were  so  Jammed  with  things 
that  Ann  especially  wanted  to  do  like  fishing  and 
blueberry ing  that  I put  them  off.  Ann  likes  Lenore 
and  I do  too,  but  she  can  be  very  demanding,  as  well 
you  know. 

Ann  left  early  this  morning.  We  always  hate  to 
see  her  go. 

Our  weather  Is  perfect.  I hope  yours  Is  too. 

Much  love,  as  always. 


Dear  Sir: 


I wonder  If  any  of  your  readers  can 
6lve  me  the  title  of  a po®®  ^7  "A.T5.''  containing 
lines  somewhat  like 

"an  ancient  darkness,  ligjit  everywhere 
between  street  and  street,  billows  of  a mighty 


If  possible,  I should  like  a copy  of  the 
poem.  All  "A.E.'s"  book  are  out  of  print  in  this 
country  and  I have  not  been  able  to  locate  the 
lines  in  any  of  the  volumes  that  I have  obtained 
from  second-hand  dealers. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  B^a’dy  Henney) 


VJeriQB  "dltor 
The  New  York  Tlmss 
Times  Square,  New  York 


Augnpt  19,  1954 


Dearest  iNancy, 

It  was  wonderful  to  have  your  letter.  Of 
course  I have  kept  up  with  you  througli  Polly,  but  It 
was  nice  to  hear  direct. 

Folly  has  been  extremely  anxious  about 
the  film  and  very  hard  to  reconcile  to  what  has 
happened.  In  the  face  of  the  magnificent  reviews  she 
simply  cannot  understand  why  people  have  not  flocked 
to  see  it.  'When  she  was  here  she  would  hold  up  the 
Tinies  showing  a big  advertisement  of  THE  CAINE  MUTINY 
and  say,  "Now  if  we  had  something  like  that  the  crowds 
would  come."  Over  and  over  I had  to  explain  that  the 
reason  why  they  wer  having  the  big  advertisements  was 
that  the  crowds  were  coming,  that  it  was  exactly  the 
way  it  was  with  a book:  if  it  starts  rolling  advertising 
will  help,  otherwise  it  is  sand  down  a rathole.  I assured 
her,  and  God  knows  I meant  it,  that  all  was  being  done 
that  could  be  done,  that  so  far  as  I could  tell  no  mistakes 
had  been  made  by  the  distributors,  and  that  under  any 
circumstances  the  picture  had  a long  and  honorable  life 
ahead  of  it.  I give  you  this  for  background  when  you  see 
her.  Don't  try  to  Justify  yourself  or  anyone  else.  You 
don't  need  to. 


Incidentally,  did  you  see  the  Woman ' 3 
Heme  Com-  anion  for  August.  I did,  by  chance,  the  first 
copy  I har-1  seen  in  years.  Fine  notice  of  THE  UNCON  lUERED. 
I can  t help  feeling  that  a ground  swell  is  building  up 
and  that  in  the  long  run  many  of  our  hopes  will  be 
realized. 


Go  far  as  the  rights  to  Helen's  books  and 
mine  going  to  you  and  Kit,  you  both  know  that  this  is 
what  Helen  and  I want.  Any  agreement  that  you  work  out 
with  "oubleday's  will  be  satisfactory  to  me  and  I can 
speak  for  Helen.  I think  it  will  be  better  if  hiss 
Lasky  deals  with  Eoubleday  direct.  I do  not  anticipate 
any  trouble. 


The  news  about  Kit  and  the  Fry  play  is 
almost  unbearably  exciting.  I've  always  wanted  her  to  act 
in  one  of  his  and  now  it  is  like  having  a drSam  about  to 
come  true. 

I was  very  pleased  (but  not  surprised) 
to  hear  abo'.it  yours  and  Buddy's  song  for  Captain  Hook, 
friend  of  ours  up  here  not  long  ago  asked  me  when  you 


W0P0  Rolng  to  ^o  anoth0P  lO’islc^l,  X said  I dicln  t know 
and  confessad  to  my  shame  that  I hadn't  seen  any  that 
you  had  done  and  (God  save  you  from  your  friends.) 
asked  him  If  they  were  any  good.  He  smibbed  me  proper. 
"They  were  very  good,"  he  said,  "very  clever,  and  I want 
to  sea  the  next  one."  Keekly  I responded.  Go  do  I. 

I should  think  that  losing  yourself  In  a musical  might 
be  Just  what  you  need  at  this  point  for  the  good  of  your 
soul . 

1 am  glad  Shuts  Is  returning.  Keith  says  that  If 
you  get  him  the  Job  he  wants  he  (this  "he"  Is  Keith) 

■ would  like  you  to  take  him  on.  Editors,  as  you  may  not 
know,  live  on  short  rations. 

1 could  write  you  a volume  (don't  worry,  I won't) 
about  Helen  and  Polly  on  Foss  Kt.  They  will  tell  you 
part  of  It.  Ask  Helen  about  the  walk  to  see  the  bear 
droppings.  3he  stuck  at  her  (my)  typewriter  six  or 
seven  hours  a day,  Keith  at  his  the  same  length  of  time. 
It  was  a busy,  happy  household.  Once  1 said  to  Helen 
that  It  gave  me  such  a feeling  of  peace  to  have  my 
family  under  my  roof,  that  I worried  so  much  about  them 
when  they  were  not  with  me,  "You  mustn't,'  Helen  said. 
"Ve  want  to  be  free  of  that."  I guess  we  all  ought  to 
paste  this  up  somewhere  as  a reminder.  Not  that  It 
••ould  keep  us  from  worrying — . 

Veil  I must  stop  somewhere  and  It  might  as  well 
be  here. 

Much  love  goes  from  this  household  to  that 

one. 


1 


Snowvllle,  Now  Hampshire 
Atiguat  25,  195^ 


Dearest  ^olly. 


It  was  a fine  surprise  yesterday  to  got  the 
additional  pages  of  Helen's  book.  I thougjit  the  first  of 
it  excellent,  but  this  is  even  hotter.  I think  it  is  going 
to  be  the  best  thing  she  has  aver  written.  There  are  of  course 
parts  of  it  that  I \mnt  to  go  over  vrith  her  in  detail,  but  now 
is  not  the  time.  Give  her  a big  hug  and  big  congratulations 
from  me'. 


I tried  to  c 11  you  Tuesday  evening  to  wish 
you  a happy  Journey  to  the  Vineyard,  but  the  line  was  buoy. 
Tlio  camp  closes  at  the  end  of  this  week  and  I pause  to  thank 
heaven. 


DeV'ltt  Wallace's  letter  is  herewith  Inclosed 
and  I am  returning  the  one  from  Kr.  Salmon.  I am  glad  you 
are  going  to  Burrwood.  Friends  of  mine  who  have  seen  it  soy  it 
is  lovely.  I think  Kacrnillan  had  gall  to  ask  Helen  to  buv  a 
copy  of  TH"  ROOSFVFLT  FAf'.ILY  OF  SAGAMORE  :iILL  and  then  make 
a comment  on  It  for  them.  You  were  right  not  to  bother  with  it. 

Lenore  and  Kay  drove  over  for  a little  v;hlle 
yesterday  afternoon.  Kay  is  thin,  but  she  is  really  very  lovely 
sweet  face,  beautiful  smilo.  She  feels  about  Oppenhelmer  as  we 
do  and  very  strongly. 

'■'e  are  expecting  Larry  and  Katharine  some  time 
today.  The  little  house  is  all  swept  and  garnished  for  them. 
Now  if  we  onlv  had  you  and  Helen  back  in  this  house  wh:  t fun 
we  would  have! 


I need  not  tell  you  that  I shall  he  thinking  of 
you  this  evening.  I hope  you  wont  both  be  worn  out  when  you 
get  back  to  Arcan  Ridge, 


My  love  always. 


September  2,  195^ 


reareat  Folly, 


I expect  to  call  you  the  minute  we  get 
our  telephone  back  which  we  hope  will  be  aome  time 
today.  Of  course  we  have  worried  about  you  and  Helen 
during  the  hurricane,  but  I have  depended  upon  Lillian 
and  Ann  to  look  after  you.  without  electricity  even 
Keith's  short-wave  set  has  been  useless  and  we  don’t 
yet  know  how  bad  the  general  damage  was.  Here  It  was 
not  up  to  the  1938  hurricane,  but  bad  enough.  Roads 
blocked  and  many  trees  across  the  wires. 

As  for  this  letter  from  the  Dutch 
Society  I think  you  ought  to  consult  with  Robert  or 
Hrlc.  If  the  money  Is  to  be  collected  only  In  Holland 
I should  think  It  might  be  all  rl^t  for  Helen  to  give 
her  name,  but  If  they  are  to  carry  on  a drive  In  the 
■Jnlted  States  (which  seems  to  be  everybody's  Idea)  I 
should  think  the  Foundations  might  object. 

It  seemed  to  me  quite  remarkable  that 
the  reissue  of  THF  STORY  OF  KY  LI^^F  got  so  many 
reviews.  Very  good  ones  too.  Ani  I like  the  photograph 
of  Helen  that  went  with  them. 

We  shall  try  to  get  down  the  hill  In  a 
little  while.  I must  stop. 


My  loi'e  always. 


And  oh,  yes,  THF  DAFX  IS  LIGHT  FNOOGH.  I think  It 
beautiful  an  1 I can  see  how  Katharine  loves  the  part  of 
the  Countess.  Her  big  temptation  will  be  to  ham  It  up 
by  making  It  too  all-fired  noble,  but  I know  she'll  be 
radiant  In  It.  I have  loaned  itxtes  the  book  to  Katharine 
Conant  and  will  return  It  to  you  when  she  Is  done  with 
It.  She  and  Larry  send  love. 


Sopt.  A,  19 5A 


Dearest  Folly, 


It  was  a great  relief  to  get  your 
letter.  Our  telephone  was  at  last  connected  late 
yesterday  afternoon,  but  tne  lines  are  so  clogged 
It  hasn't  been  much  use  to  us.  I tried  last  night 
for  you  and  Ann,  but  the  operator  said  there  would 
be  a delay  of  several  hours  under  the  best  of 
circumstances  and  that  she  was  not  sure  she  could 
get  through  at  all.  I'll  try  again  today. 

■'"es,  I think  It  Is  fine  about 
THIS  VF.'FK — no  reason  why  Helen  should  not  agree. 

Nancy  called  me  the  same  day  she 
called  you  about  the  !vd  Kurrow  project.  Like  you 
I hope  it  goes  through,  but  we  must  not  let  our- 
selves count  upon  It  too  much,  f^urrow  himself  had 
not  seen  the  picture,  but  I know  he  depends 
greatly  upon  Fred  Friendly, 

I like  the  way  the  W'tklns  committee 
Is  handling  McCarthy  and  I laughed  ray  head  off 
when  McCarthy  said  "That's  the  moot  unheard  of 
thing  I ever  heard  of." 

The  Grunmonn  vUi  be  lonely  this 

winter. 

'..ell,  time  is  running  out.  It  wont 
be  long  now  before  wo  find  ourselves  in  Garden  City. 

riU  ch , 


much,  much  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City 
Sept.  l6,  1954 


Dearest  Nancy, 

On  Sunday  Polly  and  Helen  are  flying  out 
to  the  Mayo  Clinic  for  a stay  of  Indetorininate  length. 

Bast  guess  (Dr.  Stacy's)  is  about  ten  days.  Polly  has 
a swelling  on  the  side  of  her  face--cyst,  tumor  or  some- 
thing of  the  sort--which  must  be  removed.  It  has  been 
growing  since  spring  and  is  now  about  the  size  of  a goose 
egg  and  is  causing  her  a good  bit  of  pain.  We  shant  know 
what  she  is  up  against  until'  after  we  hear  from  the 
biopsy.  Either  she  or  Dr.  Dixon  will  let  me  know  as  soon 
as  possible.  Helen  will  be  wpnder fully  taken  care  of.  The 
nurses  know  her  and  can  attend  to  all  her  personal  needs. 

She  is  taking  her  notes  and  will  rent  a typewriter  so  she 
can  continue  her  work.  I will  look  after  as  much  of  the 
correspondence  as  I can  and  I think  there  is  nothing  else 
we  can’ do  but  stand  by.  I fe)Lt  that  you  and  Kit  would  want 
to  know  and  I am  sure  Polly  will  tell  you  if  she  is  in 
touch  with  you  before  she  leaves. 

I hope  I dldn'lj  put  Mrs.  Levy  to  too  much 
trouble  the  other  day  and  I'm  sorry  I couldn't  come  through 
with  the  ideal  institution.  I couldn't  get  Mr.  Salmon-- tried 
twice--and  after  talking  with  Helep  decided  not  to  try  again. 
Anyway  the  Lighthouse  has  a big  name  and  Helen  says  the 
nursery  is  excellent. 

Back  to  Snowviile  tonight.  Expect  to  find  no 
serious  hurricane  damage  because  our  friends  up  there  have 
not  communicated  with  us  and  wje  think  they  would  have  if  the 
house  had  blown  away.  You  on  Martha's  Vineyard  have  been  the 
ones  to  worry  about.  ; 


Love,  I 

1 

\ 


A 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  l6,  195i|. 


Dear  Mr.  Horn; 


Offhand  I can  see  no  reason  why 
you  should  not  publish  Miss  Helen  Keller's 
letter  to  Marc  Connelly  in  your  forthcoming 
book,  but  I should  like  to  see  a copy  of  the 
letter  before  granting  permission.  Miss  Keller 
herself  does  not  have  a copy.  Hers  was  probably 
consumed  in  the  fire  that  burned  her  home  some 
eight  or  nine  years  ago. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Gunnar  Horn 
5006  Walnut  St. 
Omaha  6,  Nebraska 


.^rjovnrllle,  .ew  Hampshire 
Sept.  13,  195A 


Dear  r s . 1 i son , 


’'Mth  all  rise  Polly  had  on  her  mind 

I am  not  s'lre  that,  she  told  you  what  to  do  with  lelen's 
manuscript  after  11  is  coplorl.  riense  li:eep  th=  oriflnnl  in  a, 
safe  place  at  the  AFB  and  send  the  copy  to  me,  the  carbon  to 
Folly.  This  is  only  the  first  draft  of  the  hook,  but  it 
would  he  dloastroufl  to  lose  it  by  fire  or  hurricane  or  something 
{.nd  if  ve  have  a copy  Ir  three  different  places,  we  ought  to  be 
safe. 

Neither  hurricane  caused  us  much  trouble 
either  here  or  on  Long  Island.  A hlg  apple  tree  carp  down  in  the 
yard  in  Garden  City  and  v.'e  were  vfithout  electricity  in  Gnowville 
for  more  thf.n  59  hours,  hut  under  the  circumstances  I'd  say 
ws  had  nothing  to  complain  about. 

I shall  be  exceedingly  anxious  until  wo 
h=ar  trom  Ihe  Clinic’s  diagnoei'^  on  ;^olly  end  I hnov  you 
wll'i  be  too. 


kith  all  good  v.rishop. 


3opt.  21,  195^ 


Dear  .‘'Iss  Goloxb, 


yo’ir  poem  STCH^S  TOR 
; leased  I'.lss  . Oj-or.  i'»eller  very 
much  and  she  has  asked  me  to  convey  her 
thanks  to  you,  both  for  writing  It  and 
sending  It.  '‘ho  has  at  the  raoinont  cut 
herself  away  from  hsr  corroopondenca  to 
devote  horseif  to  a book  about  her  !•  te 
teacher,  Anne  3’ii  Ivan  -acy,  a project 
which  has  been  in  her  mind  for  many  years, 
otherwise  3:.;  would  bo  writing  to  you 
herself . 


>-lth  all  good  wishes,  1 am 
Inceroiy  yours. 


r.ella  brwddy  'iannoy 

At ' orney  for  Helen  Keller 


■•tiss  Killle  jolomb 
1730  rkistbirn  Ave, 
Hew  York  57 
Rev  York 


r 


Sapt^mbor  21,  195^ 

/ 


Dear  I'r.  nxairaa: 


Hiss  Helen  Keller  has  askea  mo  to 
rei'ly  to  your  letter  of  "iept,  1S«  ootoe  nionths  ago 
she  cut  herself  away  from  all  other  activities 
(insofar  as  possible)  to  devote  herself  to  writing 
a book  about  her  late  teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Hacy . 
This  la  a project  she  has  long  had  in  mini,  her 
first  manuscript  was  comiumed  in  the  fire  that 
destroyed  her  hoSio,  she  is  now  ss%enty— four  years 
old  an'  has  some  sense  of  urgency  about  completing 
thr  wori.  Furthermore  she  is  at  present  away^  from 
home  because  of  a rather  serious  illness  in  her 
fa.nily  an]  does  not  know  when  she  will  be  back. 

She  regrets  that  circumstances  make  it  impossible 
for  ’’er  to  accede  to  your  request  and  sends  you  all 
good  wishes  for  success  wlt’n  your  book.  I’ou  have  a 
groat  s’bject. 


Very  sincerely  yours,' 


Pella  Braddy  iienney 
Attorney  for  Helen  heller 


Hr,  Jacob  Axel  rad 
22 F Broadway 
New  York  7 
Kew  York 


3(?pt,  ?1,  195^ 


Dear  flaacy. 

The  nlct'ires  are  wonderful  mementoee  and 
will  cherished.  As  you  say,  "quite  a set."  Wiat 
nice  lafcjE  hit  uas'.  And  how  yovng  alie  and  Holon  look* 
Many  thanks. 

The  Inclosed  cut  tins  from  'c>.o  Pncctalor 
catuQ  thro'.'.£^i  .oily.  Isn't  It  extraordinary  l.iat  this 
theme  should  crop  up  nsnln  In  a fictional  way?  It  makes 
me  deeply  U.;.t,  we  have  the  Documentary  to  confound 

such  upstarts  and  If  it  can  only  (ret  the  distrlb'.itlon 
it  dosorves  It  v.ill  blast  thorn  off  the  map.  I don’t 
like  to  see  people  playing  ducks-and-drakes  with  the 
deaf -blind . 

ho  ’.'ord  yet  from  Rochester,  but  I am  '\opiiig 
for  It  today.  I am  n.ore  interested  In  the  biopsy 
rer-ort  than  anything  clso,  but  t.;ey  may  not  tell  the 
truth  on  that.  If  I ehculd  talk  with  Dr.  Dixon  I 
shall  beg  him  'o  try  to  put  some  sense  into  folly's 
head  about  the  tight  rope  she  has  us  all  on,  especially 
nelon.  I'll  koop  you  in  touch. 

Tdna  snappod  off  our  electricity  for  2A 
hours,  but  otherwise  there  v;as  no  damage.  As  I said 
before  you  on  the  vineyard  are  t’  ^ ones  to  worry  alxtu.i, 
not  you  any  more  but  the  doge. 


Lo'-e  from  Keith  and  me, 


t 


Sepl . 21,  195^ 


Daarsat  folly. 


Baforo  tlila  day  1b  over  I hope  to  have 
some  word  of  y 'U,  but  maybe  It  is  too  coon.  I try  not 
to  be. anxious. 

I had  a card  from  Van  ”yck  ae’^lng  if  I 
wore  week  after  next.  I tol-’  him  of 

courR8  that  I did  not  expect  to  be  there  until  aro  md 
No\ . 10  and  alao  lold  him  that  I thought  It  would  be 
very  unwise  for  him  to  count  upon  Helen's  finishing 
her  manuscript  by  any  given  date.  If  he  writes  me 
further  I shall  emphasize  tllo:  tViat  i’elqn  needs  a 
wide  free  area  of  time  to  work  In.  No  schedules. 

I am  son<dlng  Nancy  the  f rectator  review 
of  Green  ’-carf.  Extraordinary  how  this  f.-.emo  'eeps 
cropping  upl  Gives  me  deep  satisfaction  to  know  that 
the  true  story  is  in  the  I^ocumentary , there  for  all 
time. 


Nancy  sent  me  prints  the  snapshots 
she  ad 9 of  you  all  when  Mrs.  foosevelt  was  r resent. 
Helen  looks  so  much  younger  than  Mrs.  H,  Technically 
the  pictures  are  rather  awful,  but  they  are  nice  as 
mea.entos. 


Xo  word  yet  from  the  Times  on  AK.  This 
aakeo  me  wonder  if  wbat  Feien  Is  speaking  of  tn^y  not 
have  been  an  Image  In  Teacher's  mind,  suggested  by  one 
of  the  poems.  I have  not  given  up,  h/'t  the  rroF.pect  Is 
not  good. 


I answered  th9  letter  from  the  i'r. 

Axelrod  who  Is  writ  trig  the  blogrcphy  of  ""r.  "o'-e  and  I 
thanked  I'lss  C-olomb  In  Bolen's  name  for  the  poem,  dhls 
brlggc  us  ur  to  d^tn  I b=>llovr>,  Hon-^  is"  everything  you 
can  and  take  caro  of  yourself,  lo  exactly  what  the  doctors 
tell  you  to  do. 


’I”ch,  much  lo-'o  to  you  both. 


September  24, 


Dear  Mr.  ilorn: 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Brnady  ^‘enney 

■''t  orney  for  Helen  iveller 


M r . ^Gu  nna  r Korn 
5006  Valnut  :>t. 
Omaha' 6 
Aabraska 


I 

t 

! 


\ Peptember  26,  19!:^ 


e?.r  Van  Vynk, 


Ton  vlll  he  (iplljj'b  ■!  to  know  l.h' 1,  I be 
operation  io  over,  the  outcome  hapoy,  '••e  hafl  been 
(Jeaperately  nfr-l'^  of  mallp, nancy,  but  T)r.  rdyor  ar.'-ure? 
us  tV^ere  Is  no  trace  of  it.  1 talked  with  lolly  this 
mornlnf'.  fhe  foer-  not  know  yet  when  tboy  will  rc>*'irn 
to  Arcan  Ridge. 


’='or  your  book,  on  .Rolen  I think  her 
hlo.jrraphy  of  leacber  ’ I'*!  no'-  he  or.r.eiJtl.nl  rs  br'ck.grourd . 
I think  highly  of  the  plan,  but  it  has  troubled  me 
a ^.l-t-tDo  thnt  your  book  and  bers  right  be  reody  for 
publication  at  almost  the  same  time.  There  might  he 
no  conf.llct  betveer  them,  each  right  help,  tho  other, 
but  neither  you  nor  Helen,  nor  Random  House  nor 
Pcubledny's  would  want  a.  traffic  ,iam  on  pub.llcr’tlon 
dates.  Hatumlly,  if  there  were  any  danger,  I would 
want  ’•e‘' on  ' o have  the  rlpM  vray  and  I think  yot? 
would  too.  I will  help  you  any  way  I can.  Mean'l'ms,  you 
mlgh'*  look  over  th.?  raterlfd  at  the  Ar.oric«n  Founda,tion 
for  the  Blind  at  15  West  16  St.  in  New  York.  Robert 
Br-r’'‘ett  in  ’"irector  s’",!  T rjii  c’lre  you  '-'111  -hind  him 
cordial. 

•Mi  good  wichos  to  you  both, 


Bnptember  26,  195A 


Defirest  Folly, 


It  ^ .*  A very  wr  .ns  Ihia  mornlr^  to  say  that 

It  doesn  t master  about  the  f.aclal  nerve.  It  matters 
lllie  hall.  It  multera  to  lue  Ui-.t  my  voico  la  nov  so  low 
that  ihe  tale-hone  slrlE  say  "yes,  sir"  to  me;  it  matters 
that  my  armri  are  a_l  covoroci  with  brovn  sp'Ota.  But  not 
In  ronparleon  wit:-  other  thlnss,  A clay  or  two  before  Keith 
was  ntrlclon  -/H.h  Boll's  lalsy  I finiohocl  rQ..cllne  John 
^mthor  8 Ixjolc  about  his  son’s  <iyins  wlt-h  a brain  tumor. 


^ ~ ...  ...  > ■ J ^ IT  ^ vr  lA 

Tho  early  symptoms  of  brain  : amor  .-n]  Bal 


1 ' 


s I alsy  nra 


Iclontlcnl,  i spent  a mornlns  of  abjoct'terror*  tblnklnp  it 

^ Gllc;nt  thine, 

thouph  Keith  3 recovery  waa  lone  and  agonizing  nn.i  never 
.com-.,ole.  oo  wlf’-  you.  As  soon  as  I knew  there  was  lio 
malignancy  I was  sure  we  could  moot  the  rest  of  it.  And 
'ixon  1 Oj.  ; ivat.iarino  t/.._t  there  will  be  only  a very 
ollgltt  ch^iTigo,  otio  sn  1 ffnncy  htiv©  oT  coursifi  bson  v©ry 
worried,  .elen's  voico  v/as  never  clearer  t..an-it  vas  this 
morning.  I understood  every  word.  Tell  her  that  it  came  in 
11. -.e  a clarion  of  hops. 


, ^ T.-.d  Incloscl  i.s  a copy  of  a letter  1 have 

JUBt  written  to  Van  V.’yck.  I think  there  will  bo  no 
conflict  between  the  tvro  books,  but  I'll  probably  l«op 
Ken  a line  before  long  to  aao  wtrat  he  thinks.  I believe 
th.at  if  it  seems  'beslrablo  Van  Vyck  v.-lll  stand  jcis  asi.Io 
for  a time,  but  autliors  are  funny  and  you  never  can  tell. 


hanry  had  a conference  wltli  Mr.  Fltelson, 
Mrs,  Levy  and  Gertr''-''e  .’lacy  were  p.resent.  n:e  Murrow 
thing  In  In  abeyance,  but  there  are  several  oulte 
promising  averues  o~'  'Int  rlbut Ion  th -..t  ".ay  be  open.  I 
won  t go  Into  It.  since  nothing  la  certain,  but.  Lancy 
nr. a vromlEed  to  keep  me  In  touch. 

Onr  veather  bora  in  lovely.  Tire  coons  ate 
all  our  corn  and  the  ohlptnunkn  have  eaten  nearly  all 
th’  sunflower  noe.lo  vre  rslaed  to  food  tb birds  In 
Garden  City  this  winter.  The  hurricanes  blew  off  all 
the  apples,  which  are  now  rotting  on  the  ground,  there  are 
no  beechnuts  and  the  acorn  crop  la  allm,  Tho  bears  ni5iy 
have  to  eat  us  to  stay  alive, 

fy  .Croat  love  to  you  both  and  Keith's 
with  It.  Stay  a long  lime  and  rest. 


ept ember  26,  195^ 


Dearest  Nancy, 

There  Is  no  u ne  In  our  trylnf^  to  get  some  one 
to  stay  with  Teien  and  lolly.  Folly  must  do  that  hersolf. 
She  mlc^.t  consent  under  great  pressure,  but  it  wouldn't 
last,  Ih.are  would  be  a repetition  of  the  '■'•ancy  Gwynne 
affair,  deeply  intensified.  The  person  who  goes  in  must 
have  no  connection  with  auv  ox  ua  and  we  must  leave  that 
person  alone,  winning  his  or  her  confidence  as  best  we 
can,  I thin<v  the  idea  of  upproaching  the  dewiaii  ' elfara 
for  the  Deaf  is  good,  but  we  iQust  keep  tianda  off. 

All  her  life  Helen  has  been  under  pressure 
from  people  with  great  fortuiies  and  gre -t  tiacieB  to  do  this 
or  that.  She  and  Teacher  built  up  a formidable  resistance, 
even  to  the  p»olnt  of  refusing  Dr.  Beix  the  wibh  of  his 
heart,  though  they  both  lo^ed  him.  VTnen  Teacher  was  dying 
one  of  her  greatest  fears  tfest  was  that  Polly  would  not 
he  able  to  stand  up  to  these  pressures  and  now,  even  when 
Polly  is  acting  in  a way  that  seems  to  us  unvvise  and 
stubborn,  we  must  thank  God  fo>"  the  strength  that  makes  It 
possible  for  her  to  do  it. 

V.'e  must  not  disturb  the  gains  she  has 
made.  She  has,  for  instance,  taught  Anne  to  act  as 
lady's  maid  ''or  Helen  and  Anne  could  take  Helen  to  New 
York  to  the  dentist  or  for  shopclng  (I'd  have  to  have 
police  escort  to  do  this  myself).  Anne  and  Ralph  and 
Lillian  and  Johnny  and  Andy  and  George  would  come  at  an 
Instant's  notice  and  *.elen,  theorsfcicaixy  at  least,  can 
give  notice  through  the  device  on  t’ne  telephone.  It  makes 
something  drop  out  of  my  insides  to  thiniS  that  uelen  might 
ever  have  to  sumroon  help  this  way,  but  I Vinow  well  the 
relief  th  t she  and  roily  fool  when  all  the  servants  are 
gone  and  they  are  alone  in  the  house.  These  week-ends 
that  disturb  us  so  much  are  very  important  to  lolly's 
soul.  T^ie  tension  loosens  and  she  relaxes.  Vlthout  them 
I am  not  suro  ti.at,  ohe  would  V,e  able  to  carry  on  and  so 
far  as  Helen  is  concerned.  Folly's  p>eace  of  mind  Is  more 
vital  than  tiiut  of  anyone  else,  he  have  to  live  with  our 
anxieties  and  try  to  stuff  up  our  sleeves  as  many  aces  as 
they  will  hold. 


i have  loid  Helen  twice  t'  at  if  anyt:  Ing 
happens  to  Folly  I will  do  all  I can  to  see  that  things 
are  arranged  as  bho  wants  Inom  to  be.  not  as  ^olly  has 
wanted  them,  rot  as  you  and  Katharine  might  want  them,  nor 
as  I might  want  them,  hut  as  che  Helen  holler  wants  them. 
Beyond  making  the  promise  I did  not  pursue  the  subject. 


I know  that  Tolly  wanto  t:elen  to  live  with  me  and  I have 
told  her  many  times  that  this  Is  not  possible.  ?or  one 
thing  I haven't  the  physical  strength  for  It,  not* to 
mention  at  least  700  othor  dlsquaiiflcalionB . I cboaid 
like  her  to  be  near  enou^  for  me  to  be  able  to  run  In  and 
out  every  day  and  I s’-  oul"!  -want  her  te  opond  &.  month  up 
here  with  me  every  summer,  but  that  la  as  far  as  I can  go, 
\<e  have  in  the  background  a bit  of  work  In  v.’l.lch  I think 
Helen  can  take  delimit  as  long  as  she  lives — she  cannot 
live  and  be  Idle — f o.nd  I coul  ‘ sort  of  o\  ersoe  it. 

If  they  go  to  India  I hope  Folly  will  take  a 
courier,  our  ideal  Jewish  girl  or  someone  else,  and  that 
the  courier  v.iil  make  heraolf  so  indispensable  as  to 
become  part  of  the  household.  Meantime  Anne  can  take  over 
in  an  emergency,  lie  Cosmopolitan  Club  can  serve  as  a 
temporary  halting  place,  snd  the  rest  of  us  must  try  to 
bring  understanding  as  veil  as  love  into  all  that  v/e  do, 

LIT  TK’-'K  AL.ON1I  Vo*  11  caucG  nothing  but  tro'*ble  and 
delay  if  we  don't.  If  thoy  want  to  go  to  hell  we'll  have 
to  let  them  go.  I'm  going  fero  myself.  I ntlll  feci  all 
spent  and  washed  out  and  I know  you  and  Kit  do  too.  I 
exiGct  to  talk  with  Folly  later  in  the  day  and  I may  talk 
with  Cr.  Fixon  again.  You  didn't  say  whether  Kit  wanted 
his  letter  back  or  not,  but  I am  returning  it. 

T.iO  report  on  the  ri?.m  in  very  interesting  an’  vh'lln 
It  Is  not  altogeti'er  encouraging,  It  Is  by  no  means 
discouraging.  Tac  Fjrlt  Ish  . Ictu.re  seenis  to  have  been  ''cn~ 
In  somavfhal  the  same  spirit  as  the  Monsarrat  novel  and 
I hope  vrill  hr.vo  tl.o  name  brief  unhappy  life. 

1 didn't  moan  to  write  such  a long  letter,  bu'  it 
could  be  much  longer  and  I'll  probably  add  a postscript 
after  I have  talk  ;d  with  Folly. 


.,y  love  (and  Keith's)  to  you  and  Kit.  It 
is  ■•.'onderful  to  know  f at  you  are  there. 


Later:  Have  *a.lked  with  Polly,  but  very  briefly  "'ince 
it  Is  still  painful  to  her  to  say  anything.  Then  Helen's 
voice  came  on  the  phone,  strong  snd  reassuring.  Gl'va  you 
a rougii  Idea  of  the  shallow  vessel  I am  when  I tell  you 
that  a ihipo-  1.11^0  this  takes  all  I'v'=>  got.  Fxtent  of 
facial  damage  not  yet  certain.  Love, 


September  <^S,  195^ 


Dear  Tr.  Dixon, 


t\  great  xightnesa  of  spirit  catao  ovor 
us  all  with  the  good  newn  from  the  operation  and  this 
morning  1 6lai,  that  lolij  is  In  a place  vrVverf;  she 
has  'mderstandlng  as  well  as  love — I feel  sure  of  the 
understan-lng  becnu: e of  the  way  you  talksfl  over  the 
telephone.  She  Is  now  going  to  be  under  terrific 
presBuro  from  people  who  love  her  to  get  soueono  Into  the 
house  fast  to  help  her.  That  won’t  io.  Folly  will  not 
be  railroaded  and  it  wil^  put  her  back  up  if  anyone  tries, 
no  matter  how  loving  and  llstlngulshed  they  may  be.  I 
hope  you  can  tell  her  v;lth  truth  t'.-  t It  v'ould  be  mwloe 
for  her  to  take  Helen  to  India  without  a courier  and 
I hope  a courier  can  bo  found  who  will  v.ake  hersolf  no 
Indispensable  as  to  become  almost  automatically  a member 
of  the  household.  1 have  Juot  written  itath  ’.rlne  r.nd  Knncy 
that  we  must  leave  the  girls  alone  to  work  out  their 
own  salvation,  but  th«-t  dooan' t uean  th  t we  can't  :.sk 
you  to  tell  Polly  as  tenderly  as  may  be  and  without 
friglitenirjg  her  that  o..e  ougiit  to  have  someone  else  to 
help  her.  ho  one  could  ever  take  her  place  any  more  than 
sne  has  taken  leacher's,  but  thorn  could  bo  a irained 
hand  ready  for  Helen's  if  Polly's  ever  falters.  It's 
all  very  damned  difficult  and  dolicato,  but  doctors  are 
better  than  laymen  in  resolving  such  matters.  And  we 
are  ail  forever  In  your  debt. 


Dr.  Claude  Dixon 
Aii,jo  Clinic 
Rochester 
i^lnnesota 


■>pt.  29,  19!54 


Df?flreet  Polly, 


. IiiL-1  rny  quory  about 

A.E.  a poem  on  Sunday— I -on't  know  If  vou  saw  It 
or  not  and  am  therefore  Incloalns  It.  l‘ think  the 
woman  ia  wrong-at  any  rate  I had  already  had  thl« 
poem  copied  for  I'elen  and  ehe  ha  1 re>ctid  1?  ac  1 
one  sne  wanted.  . i.  jq 


Also  I am  inoloning  the  Atlantic's 
review  of  "fhe  Park  la  MvVf  r-vjo-u-h  " ^ 
says  much.  ^ ^ ^ 


i w»  y ^rrtty 

heg-^lnr  for  nev.'s  of  v,-)u.  She 
1 telephoned  her  last  night, 
at  the  .pood  news. 


noomod  In  T.-inh  dlstr-'sa  that 
She  w’as  of  course  overjoyed 


■•-ew-'  is  very  scarce 
Bea\jtlful  weather,  wonderful  color 
fis^inv  we've  ha-d  all  aumne''!  ‘md 
weather  for  vemocrate  in  November, 
h'ntklna  Commit  tee  ma'^nl  f leant  ? 

I am  no'*  t '^lephen’lnc 
want  you  to  h ve  to  talk,  but  I arn 
all  the  1 imo , 


o'.i  our  hill. 

, and  the  best 
it  looks  like  goot 
And  t^fasn't  the 


because  I '’on'* 
thinking  about  you 


Love  from  t^'o  two  he^o  to  t’.e  two  *here, 


<?<»pt«rober  30,  19 5^ 


aar  Kr.  Kiapj 


y.l«9  alan  Kallar  has  aslca^  na  to  reply 
to  your  letter  of  Ancnet  17  ealclng  If  you  might  gl^e 
V.er  narae  to  a fond  you  are  about  to  raise  for  the  blln’, 
l<!any  «litll*p  reo'*eets  have  been  rtafle  of  her,  po  many 
In  fact,  that  ahe  haa  felt  obllgei’  to  refuee  except  In 
oaaee  where  ahe  can  taKe  an  active  part  In  the  aimlnle- 
tretlon  of  the  fun^l,  TMe  woul't  be  Ijapoealbla  In  your 
caee,  not  only  because  of  geographical  fllffleultlea,  but 
alto  hecauee  her  bur'ter  of  work  1»  aire«.<1y  heavier  than 
ehe  Bhould  be  carrying.  It  la  wltb  deep  regret  that  ahe 
sends  the  answer  No,  but  along  with  It  ahe  eenda  her 
warm,  affectionate  greetlnea  and  her  slncereet  go®'-  wlahoe 
for  the  8'joceae  of  your  uniertaslng. 

he  wlshAa  «e  also  to  apologlae  for  the 
long  delay  In  replying  to  your  letter,  but  I aaeure  you 
It  was  tinavoldable, 

Mth  cordial  good  wlehos,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


WelXa  Braddy  henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


K.p,  Albert  Klep 
Konlnglrmostreat  37 
Preda,  Holland 


Bnowilie,  New  Hampshire 
September  30,  1954 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  taken  care  of  the  various  letters  you 
sent.  I think  Eric  was  right  about  the  Dutch  Society  and 
wrote  them  accordingly.  Send  me  everything  you  can. 

Isn't  It  amazing  how  the  reviews  keep  coming 
In  from  everywhere  on  the  new  edition  of  "The  Story  of  My  Life." 
I hope  It  means  that  the  book  Is  selling. 

I hope  your  convalescence  Is  neither  long  nor 
painful,  but  I hope  you  will  not  try  to  hurry  back  to  Arcan 
Ridge.  A house  Is  a very  demanding  piece  of  apparatus,  even 
with  help,  and  there  is  a freedom  In  being  away  from  It.  Mrs. 
Davidson  calldd  the  other  day  a.nd  said  she  was  going  to  try  to 
get  up  to  Kestport  the  next  day — she  has  all  your  affairs  on 
her  mind  and  l am  sure  will  do  the  best  she  can. 

Keith  has  some  new  records — Grieg  and  Brahms.  You 
will  like  them. 


Our  great  love  to  you  both. 


"■'©pt.  :"o,  195^ 


ear  “r,  woodward; 


J-.isB  elen  Keller  has  asked 
ae  to  reply  to  yo’ir  letter  of  3ept.  18,  She  is 
at  present  deeply  enfrrossed  In  writing  a book 
about  ber  late  teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  ‘-‘acy,  and 
has  been  obliged  to  cut  herself  away  from  her 
correspondence,  otherwise  she  would  never  be 
able  to  finish  it.  She  lives  under  great 
pressure,  as  you  can  well  imagine,  and  Is  now 
limiting  herself  to  the  book  and  to  the 
activities  connected  with  her  regular  work  as 
Counsellor  to  the  American  Foundation  ^'or  the 
Blind  .nd  the  ^imerlcan  Foundation  for  Overseas 
Blind.  I V,e.lrave  she  has  never  written  anything 
about  the  Garden  of  the  Sods. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Fr.  Bruce  A.  ’/oodard 
1636  K.  Foote 
Colora-'o  Springs 
Colorado 


rnowville, 
October  1, 


Now  Hatnpohire 
1954 


Dear  Eric, 


sent  mo 
yo'j  Mr. 
reply.  I 


At  long  last  I am  returning  the  clippings  you 
about  the  Gardena  of  ragrance.  Also  I am  sending 
Klep  8 letter  (Potronella  i'oena)  and  a carbon  of  rav 
think  your  '^dvice  was  good. 


I :now  the  'om  Nations  are  sharlno- 
all  Helen's  and  Polly's  friends  at  the  news"^ 


the  happiness  of 
rom  Rochoatsr. 


I'll  be  glad  when  the  girls  get  back  to  Arcan  Rldga,  but  I 
don  t want  them  to  be  in  any  hurry  the  leave  the  hospital. 

All  good  wishes. 


'r.  Eric  Boulter 

American  Foundation  for*  Oversoas  Blind 
22  Meat  1?  3t. 

New  York  11,  F.Y. 


onowlllG,  New  Hampshire 
October  195^ 


Dearest  ^'ancy. 


Car  you  tell  me  the  name  of  the  theater  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  where  the  film  will  be  shown?  The  reason  I 
ask  is  that  Keith's  mother  and  sister  live  in  Marion  and 
are  constantly  running  over  to  Columbus  for  one  purpose  or 
another.  They  will  want  to  see  it  and  I hope  will  take  or 
send  all  their  friends.  I suppose  there  is  no  use  asking 
how  long  after  Oct.  27  it  will  be  on,  but  the  fact  of 
Gregory  Peck  ought  to  Insure  its  presence  for  some  time, 

Polly  called  me  last  night.  I think  I probably 
have  no  news  beyond  wh'it  you  already  have,  but  she  said  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Dixon  is  on  its  way  to  me.  She  asked  me  to 
write  her  brother  and  a number  of  other'  people  and  I have 
spent  the  morning  at  it.  Maybe  you  didn't  know — I didn't 
until  last  ni^t — that  Mrs.  Davidson  is  about  to  have  a 
hysterectomy  (I  hope  that's  the  way  to  spell  it).  This  is 
disastrous  for  Polly,  especially  at  this  time,  but  the 
Foundation  may  be  able  to  send  in  a pinch-hitter  and  (ever 
the  optimist)  I hope  it  will  make  vivid  to  Folly  the 
really  desperate  need  for  help. 

Still  more  letters  to  do. 


Love , 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
October  1954 


:^eer  Bob, 

* 

Polly  wantB  me  +o  write  you  about  an  operation  she 
has  Just  come  throush  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  In  Rochester, 
Minnesota.  I hapten  to  say  that  the  outcome  Is  very  favoreble. 
Some  months  ago  a small  swelling  appeared  on  the  side  of  her 
face.  At  first  it  was  not  troublesome,  but  after  a while  it 
began  to  increase  in  size  and  to  cause  her  a certain  degree 
of  pain.  It  was  about  the  size  of  a goose  egg  when  it  was 
removed.  We  were  all  dreadfully  afraid  of  malignancy,  but  I 
have  talked  with  Dr.  Dixon  and  he  assures  me  that  there  is  no 
trace  of  it.  There  will  be  some  facial  distortion.  The  growth 
rested  against  a nerve  which  may  have  been  damaged  enough  to 
cause  a twist,  but  Dr.  Dixon  thinks  it  will  be. slight.  Polly  is 
now  having  a little  difficulty  with  articulation — I talked  with 
her  over  the  telephone  last  night — but  this  is  natur:l  since 
the  bandages  are  still  on.  Everything  has  gone  well  and  she 
hopes  to  be  able  to  leave  Rochester  for  Arcan  Ridge  this 
coming  Tnursday. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Helen  was  beautifully 
taken  care  of  during  this  frightening  time.  She  vfas  in  the  same 
hospital  room  with  Polly  and  the  nurses,  who  are  old  friends, 
looked  after  her.  They  will  be  met  at  the  Grand  Central  Station 
in  New  York  with  an  automobile  and  Folly  has  two  local  girls 
who  alternate  in  doing  the  housework  and  cooking,  so  we  have 
no  worries  on  that  score.  Of  course  we  do  worry  that  Folly 
has  no  one  to  help  her  in  other  ways  and  hope  that  when  she 
gets  back  home  she  will  try  once  more, 

.;y  sister  Ann  was  here  with  me  for  about  six  weeks 
this  summer.  Vie  always  talk  of  Scotland  and  she  always  plans 
to  go  back.  How  she  did  enjoy  being  with  you  alll 

Please  remember  me  to  Effie.  And  don't  worry  about 
Folly — that  is,  don't  worry  any  more  than  you  can  help. 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


©ildaqmBH  weH  .eXXlwooR 
TecfoioO 


tdoS  TBen 

« 

Bda  aoiia^ftqo  aa  iuoda  uov  »ti^w  o.+  era  eXnaw 
.aeJeerfooH  nX  laiiqsoH  a ' ^*jbM  ,i8  ia  rfst'onrfX  emoo  ^auL  bbiI 
.9^da^ov■J^'l  Y^e'/  b1  eraoo.tuo  eriX  ifiriX  ^aa  oi  netaarf  I .aJoaennXM 
Tsrf  to  eMa  erii-  no  benaeqqa  gnXIIevfa  IlamB  a 03a  BrfXnom  emo2 
St  ellfiw  a Tsila  Jocf  .eooaelcfnoni  ion  aaw  tl  iaTll  iA  .eoaq 
eatsefc  nlaineo  a Terf  eauao  oi  bna  esla  ni  eeasTonl  oi  nasscf 
aavf  St  nsrfw  330  66003  a ”to  esia  er^i  ii;ocfa  saw  il  .nXaq  lo 
I tud  ,^oaaa^tlJim  to  ftianla  ^Iln^bae-tb  Ila  e^ew  eW  .bevoraen 
on  ai  e*ie!ii  iarii  era  88*10686  eri  bna  noxX^I  ,*10  rfiXw  bsa'Iai  evari 
rfiirfonj  edT  .noliTOiaib  I.eioat  ecoa  ecT  ££tw  eneffP  .St  to  eoaqi 
oi  d3oone  beaaraab  need  evarf  rloirtw  evien  a Saatei^B  beiaei 
aX  .ixlaXIa.ed  IXXw  iX  ailnXrfi  noxlO  .*ia  iod  ,SetwS  a ©enao 

riiXw  bejllai  I — noXialuoXina  diXw  ^ilooXtlXb  eliiXI  a snXvad  won 
*onXa  It^^uiaa  at  aXrfi  iod — it^in  iaai  enoriqelei  srli  *i©vo  led 
ecla  bna  Hew  0003  aari  snidi^ievS  .00  IlXia  ena  aesabnad  erii 
■ Idi  ©3bXH  naonA  *10!  neiasdooR  svael  oi  elda  ed  oi  aeqod 

.^abanudr  snXraoo 

X££uttSuBed  aaw  neleH  iarii  wortjf  oi  bals  ed  IIXw  ooY 
eiiiaa  edi  nX  aaw  edS  .eraXi  3nXneidaX*il  aXdi  3nX*iob  to  ©*iso  nsTfai 
,abnoXql  bio  ena  oriw  ,aeaioa  edi  bna  ^XIoR  riiXw  rnooi  XaiXqaod 
notSaSS  laninoO  bna^O  edi  ia  iera  ed  XXXw  ijedT  .*ierf  -loila  bejfooX 
• XtXs  XaooX  owi  aad  ^XXoR  bna  eXXdoraoioa  na  diXw  :^'toY  ve9l  at 
9var’  ew  oe  ,30X1(000  bna  sinoweanod  erTi  snXob  at  eiameiXa  odw 
^XXoR  iedi  \[OTow  ob  ©w  ©aiooo  10  .enooa  iadi  no  8©Xn*iow  on 
©da  nedw  iarii  eqod  bna  a^aw  nedio  at  aeri  qXed  oi  eno  on  aad 

.©*iora  eono  ^i  XXXw  eda  eraori  ^oad  eies 

adeew  xXa  iuoda  *iol  era  diXw  e*ied  aaw  nnA  leiaXa  x- 
anatq  a^awXa  eda  bna  bnaXiooS  lo  i(Xai  eijawXfi  eW  .leraraua  atdS 
1££b  uox  riiXw  snXed  ^o^ne  bXb  ed*  woH  ,j(oad  c©  oi 

SuodB  ^TTow  i'nob  bnA  .©Xlia  oi  era  T©dmem«*i  eaaeXR 

«qXed  nao  1/0^  nadi  enom  ^na  ^fmow  i 'nob  ,aX  iadi — ^XXol 


,8'ioo’t  '(XeianoXioe'na  *ieva 


October  195^ 


'll 


eftr  Ktbel, 


‘'d 


nevjs,  but  so  imich  beit'ter  tbari  I 
thought  It  wr. 3 going  to  b^  I ain  altnor. l c’^eerf".! 
^bout  It  . oily  hP8  Ju~t  hact  a tumor  remf)ve<^ 
from  the  r>l  "e  of  her  face  and  Is  still  In  the 
hospital  In  Rochester,  Minnesota.  We  were  ail 
frightened  half  to  death  b/^cause  of  the  'osslbllltv 
of  malignancy,  but  there  wa.sn't  a t ra,oe  of  It  t?ven 
tho  doctor  kgs  curprlred  rt  this  happy  out como 
aUi  there  vlll  be  some  fnclnl  distortion  and  Pollv 
wants  her  frlen’s  to  be  prepared  for  this,  low 
much  It  vlll  amount  to  no  one  knows.  r>he  la  having 
some  difficulty  with  her  articule tlon— I h iked  with 
her  j.ast  night — but  this  may  bn  partly  because  of 
trie  bandages.  Tl.r  gro'  th  restel  ai-ralnst  a nerve 
not  that  big  one  that  Bell's  Palsy  strikes,  but’ 
another  and  ’’r.  ")lxon  thinks  t ,at  the  disficrure- 


-lent  may  be  very  slight.  ; 
home  this  coming  Thursday 


a expects  to  leave  for 


■ lelen  has  boon  with  her  all  the  lime — 
In  the  same  room  and  tenderly  looked  after  by  the 
nurses  who  are  nl ’ friends.  And  of  course  Pr. 

ixon  Is  himself  an  old  and  devoted  friend.  I was 
ready  to  go  out  — so  we’"o  "and^a  Ininmon  and  Nancy 
•..amllton — but  we  were  not  needed. 


'■■r11  I hope  v/o  can  begin  our 
t leatrlcal  season  bei^cr.e  *.oo  great  a i-fhiTe  I 
was  awfully  sorry  to  be  out  of  town  when'"A 
Kldsunmer  Mght's  hream"  appeared,  bu*  felt  much 
■etter  about  it  after  I read  the  reviews.  I'll 
. Ave  to  'epend  upon  the  rmt  of  you  to  decile 


how  our  ; roeram  nho’ilil  begin. 

Mil  yo'i  1-loap.e  tell  Jane  an.-’  Clles  abort 
Polly  anl  anyone  gIeo  you  think  ought  to  be  ,If>  'i"- 

Inforcofl.  I hav  written  to  ”elen  an^r^  I.eonarfl 
and  have  asked  then  tq  tell  :<atbilde  and  Robert , a wen  ^ 

Folly  has  asked  me  to  write  to  bar  brot'-rer  and  to  tos  c''.’  tl  i '•^vo  '' 
quite  a number  of  other  paopl».  ’C^lo  . *1  trod^ 

' -t ' I'  ts  '"io  ' ©of.l  ne.  .'  ek  In  '-  't  i-on  . 

Remember  me  to  E die*  mw  o ' .eioaennIM  ^noJielocE  nl  I-’tlqaoi 
♦ f-.rf  ■!  -o  e-uno-d  di  ct  tlr.’'  ‘erre^rt3l^t 

rblt^  lov^e,  ent  n /“aew  e-rn  t Ji;d  , li^on/insllaa-  do 
.0.303  Mio  -jt'.  d ■•  ! :»  t be-;ln.-;-Jua  eo.w  notooh  ' t 
vXX'  T hn'  tioHnolai'  frLon"  aoB  ed  t!£v  enedt  jin_ 
" ,;o  .rlli  nod  od  oi  E'nei-'t''  neri  olu'v 

vnXv  .d  fii  e ’ ,ewon*I  ono  on  ot  .t.iuom-'  IXXw  :fo!' - 
rft^v  t 1-03“  nr  ' ft'w  ^‘Xuoid'Xb  •'•c 

do  BSL-ood  ‘d  3i  ;J  ^ud  id^tn  Issa  t- 

©vuon  .u  1:‘nXn'..o  'r.Jer  'i  ' -rr  .2e->orn>'5d  •■.  . 

ttid  ,E-.x'Infa  'o.ls  i o'XJeH  i ' li  me  3ld  tsM  ton 
-s'l'-nei'  o .t't-  J «;:r:id.*  ncxlE  tfre  neritoc." 
Tod  e"rel  c‘  ntoaqre  o.f"  .td-XIr:  _>:nov  ad  \rns  5;  oc: 

. T^.^hnnurfr  sni-ioo  eX.  -t  etvi 

t r-;-'  X'o  'i  r.'lw  nood  p>d 

a-’*  vd  '’ollr  f-doeX  %.:irrr.ni  nooo  r-r-as  ■-'-'t  .tI 

.'t:  oeii'co  do  hnA  .arneind  ' Xo  0^0  O'-'w  somm 
BOW  i .h.nnXnd  holovof;  : nr.  flo  na  dXP‘.'''r'  r?  noxi 
Yor.fi/  ^ r:''  nr  in'nT  fiohnr,"  ©'rev  oe — ■ i.’o  o oi 

fv&aearr  +r-.rr  wwov,'  Av-'  X UV  — — flO  t XXOfa*' 


nno  nX'jori  nxso  aw  Aqod  i jX~ 

I nXXdK  n ♦/■■t't’o  00 1 ATr>'‘0'-f  non  “on 
A*’  cra  'v  nwot  dc  _ "d  ct  thdon  t 

■fojin  tCo>  ■ ' ,^n/TC['.  "men-  r- 

Xt'r  .eTyol'/pn  r dl  mm  I nor':;  *X 
( • t’c  d.-'  X'  ■ " ' ;■  ' ■'■ 


X aoXnX  .'>©■'  t 
XXrd-jfi  cew 
neBmit'eM 
orl  S TftJ  t A 
■>'  -■^  evfi 


Snowvllla,  New  Hampshire 
October  195^ 


Dear  'Sllzabetti , 


Polly  wants  me  to  tell  you  about  an  operation 
that  she  has  Just  bad  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  In  Rochester, 
Minnesota.  The  outcome  Is  better  than  we  hoped.  A tumor 
developed  on  the  side  of  her  face  and  we  were  all  terribly 
afraid  of  malignancy.  Rven  the  doctor  was  surprised  to  find 
that  there  was  no  trace  of  it.  In  view  of  this,  it  seems  a 
rather  slight  thing  that  her  face  will  be  somewhat  distorted — 
Just  how  much  Is  not  yet  kno^^n,  but  the  doctor  thinks  It  will 
not  be  a great  deal.  She  Is  having  a little  trouble  with  her 
articulation  at  the  moment,  but  this  is  natural  since  she  is 
still  bandaged.  She  expects  to  leave  the  hospital  late  this 
week. 


Helen  has  been  with  her — in  fact.  In  the  same 
room  with  her.  Ihe  nurses,  who  are  old  friends,  took  care  of 
her.  This  made  it  unnecessary  and  undesirable  for  anyone  else 
to  go  out  there,  though  there  wore  several  of  us  w’ho  stayed  at 
the  ready  in  case  we  might  be  needed.  Polly  has  two  girls  in 
Westport  who  come  on  alternate  days  to  do  the  housework  and 
cooking,  so  that  physically  she  and  Helen  will  be  comfortable 
whan  they  return.  But  I do  wish  Po].ly  had  some  one  of  hij^er 
caliber  to  help  her — some  one  like  Effle,  only  more  compatible. 

I've  heard  of  you  through  J-'enore  Smith  and 
Rthel  Clark  who  Immensely  enjoyed  their  visits  v;ith  you  and  of 
course  when  Ann  is  with  me  we  always  talk  about  you.  Ann  hopes 
to  return  to  Scotland  one  of  these  days  and  of  course  we  all 
hope  that  you  v'lll  come  back  to  the  Hnited  States  and  stay 
longer  the  next  time. 


Affectionately , 


ou*-v^ 


October  195^ 


rear  Helen  ani  Leonari, 


Polly  want-B  rie  to  tell  you 
about  an  operation  she  has  Just  had  at  St.  ^^.ery's 
Hospital  which  Is  connected  with  the  Kayo  Clinic 
in  Rochester.  A t’^mor  was  retno'^ed  from  the  site  of 
he*-  face,  ^e  all  (ar.^  this  Includes  both  Polly  and 
elen)  were  d«-eadfully  afraid  of  malig;nancy,  but 
Pr,  Plxon  assures  us  that  th«*re  was  no  trace  of  it . 
However,  there  will  be  a certain  amount  of  facial 
ilstortlon — not  n preat  deal  Dr.  Dixon  tVilnks — but 
Folly  wants  ’'er  ^rlends  to  be  prepared  for  it. 

She  la  having  a liM.le  trouble  with  her  articula- 
tion— I talked  with  her  by  telephone  last  nlc^t — 
but  this  may  be  because  the  bandages  have  not  yet 
been  taken  off.  Che  expects  to  return  to  Arcan 
Ridge  towards  the  end  of  this  week,  Helen  has  been 
with  her — in  the  same  room,  In  fact — ant  the 
nurses,  who  are  old  friends,  have  taken  care  of  her. 
I was  ready  to  go  otit,  but  I was  really  not  needed 
and  might  actually  have  boon  in  the  way . Polly  and 
Helen  feel  very  close  to  you  both  and  they  love 
you  very  much.  Mil  you  please  tell  Robert  and 
Kathlldei 


illway s sincerely  yours, 


October  ■'i,  195^ 


Tear  ~lsa, 


I "’on't  like  to  >rlte  ba:t  news,  but 
t’.  ls  time  t,  --  news  Is  «o  much  better  than  I 
thought  it  wan  golnp  to  be  that  I am  almost 
cheerful  about  it.  folly  has  jo;-t  haa  a tumor 
removed  from  fho  si  -s  of  her  face  an1  is  still 
in  t . ..ary 'a  Hospital  in  ’’oches^  er,  h.inna.nota, 
jhff  t;  ing  had  come  on  to  be  .about  the  size  of 
a £0039  egg  an.l  we  wero  all  drea.t fully  afraid 
that  It  was  malignant,  fven  the  doctor  was 
surprised  to  find  t n t it  wan  not.  In  view  of 
this  hapyy  outcome.  It  seems  a comparatively 
small  matter  fiat  lolly's  face  in  going  to  be 
somewhat  distorted.  Just  how  much  no  one  yet 
knows.  The  tumor  rested  agaln.et  a nerve  ' nd  it 
depends  upon  how  much  damage  was  done  to  the 
nerve,  r/ne  Is  having  trouble  with  her  articulation 
— not  serious,  I talked  with  her  last  night — but 
this  may  be  partly  because  of  the  bandages.  She 
expects  to  leave  for  home  next  Thursday  and  she 
wants  her  ^f'rlends  to  be  prepared  for  the  chancre 
in  her  appearance.  It  may  b-^  very  slight — wo  can 
but  hope. 


■'.elen  was  ■.■Itli  her  during  all  this 
frl-htering  td_me  — in  t'-o  .same  room,  in  fact, 
with  'he  hospital  .-.urse'^.,  who  are  old  friends, 
looking  a.f'ter  her.  T was  re  .dy  to  go  out,  but 
t'-ere  was  no  need.  I probably  voull  have  been 
in  the  way . 

' ill  you  ple.ase  tell  your  sister 
and  anyone  el.->e  tlr  t you  'hink  au  dit  to  knov' ' 
■oily  has  an.ced  me  to  write  to  'r.er  brotl'er  and 


A 


I 


a number  of  otVer  people  (you  were  among  thomO 

but  I know  thero  are  som'-  that  she  an<5  I will  ,sa£~  'lee-.l 

forgot. 

juj  , -"I  *-o  oJlTv  t ojfi;  ^ no;  1 

I hope  you  hare  ...haijl  «.  long  hh6  pleasant  n - salt  aiil 
time  In  the  AdironSack^  thl.s  soimnioriRnd  Ithope  . a.-/  il  irfsoodi 
to  soe  you  soon  after-l  retumt  to^C-Rraon '"City,  hi  Jt  oda  lotneerio 
In  Kovomber.  ilX'js  zl  • ujs  eoJ3l  uf  ■ •■■■■  monl  hevomen 

, o.toaonnX.’;  ,u6t8&h>o'’  nX  XsyXfiCc..  .t  hi 

lo  onXa  srjy  tttcdr  ed  of  no  eaioa  bad  snX  ht  erf: 
vilh  lovo,  c vXIa'tfBcn';  Ilz  '-new  6-w  r,-:r.  336  eeoo-^  • 
noioob  edt  fif’V'"  . ffisnslls.';  enw  tl  fsrff 
Ic  usi>/  .fon  ar.v  rx  i i f-nXt  of  hesXnqnoa 
7Jovlt;,ni3.'iacu  e .^nop';  fi  ,enoo.*tJO  \:qad  i^X''f 
ei  of  .1  *'p  Ir  ; * neffsm 

fo^  on'  on  rfoua  wort  .bofnoJeXf  fedw^'-oe 

fX  bn  ’ •▼Ton  isaiAQH  r»otee't  no  i t «>.!T  .swond 
Oiif  ot  eooh  o»w  egAuinf)  riot'tn  wo*'  non.  sh.ieqef) 
ncXtiT-'roifn*  n' ' -'^x-  «idv  i t ' ri  ^d'.  .svne:: 

fd^Xn  faoi  nerf  rlflw  bSJiXsf  I ,cucXneB  Jon  — 

sd;.  .sosJBbnad  odf  To  eersos'^  ^Ifne<;  e X eXrff 
erfe  tcc  \’£honi'rir  Jxen  ©ncrf  no^  ©vsel  of  Bfoeqxe 
ejncdo  adt  noft  fcenaqenq  ©cf  ot  Rfn--'Xnf  ned  afnaw 
nxjo  BW — fnsXIe  i^nev  rd  znz  fl  . Bor.anjisqqR  nei'  nX 

.eqod  ft'.d 


aX.ff  Xl.e  snXn;  h non  dli  -;  nrw  n^  rr.' 

. .font  nX  .BOOT  ere?,  e t nf. — ''nX,t  ^nX  bJ  ,Xnt 
jSbnsXnt  ' Lo  ena  orfw  ,r©ent'.'  If'.tXqaoh  o.d  ^tXw 
fiKf  ,frc  03  ci  ^bi«n  raw  I .non  nof'ts  3nX>ooI 
noer  evar'  fluo-,  vlrf/cfoT.  I .b©«n  ^ erv  ©ne  'f 

. vow  ertf  rrX 

nefcXf-  noov  lleJ  oanolq  uo'x  i XX 
• >yooJ(  Of  trf-  ro  dnld'  f'O'i  f df  ©M©  eno-'.n,-. 

Bnn  nndfonj  nnd  cf  ofXnw  of  om  be.- nr,  ner  -flf,-: 


October  h,  195^ 


Dear  Hazel  nn'1  Dick, 


I -lon't  ever  like  to  write  barl  newa, 
but  thlB  tine  the  nows  la  ;o  much  bettor  than  I hart 
expoctect  It  to  be  I am  almost  cheerful  about  It.  Folly 
has  Just  had  a t'lOior  removed  from  the  side  of  her  face 
and  Is  still  In  St.  nary's  liospltal  in  Rochester, 
Minnesota.  The  thliig  had  grown  to  be  "bout  the  size  of  a 
goose  egg  and  wo  were  all  (Helen  and  Folly  Included) 
dreadfully  afraid  that  It  was  malignant.  Ttveri  the  doctor 
was  surprised  to  find  that  It  was  not.  In  view  of  this 
happy  outcome,  It  seems  a small  matter  that  Polly's  face 
is  going  to  be  somewhat  distorted — .lust  how  much  Is  not 
yet  known,  depends  uron  the  amount  of  damage  to  t e 
nerve  against  which  tne  growth  rested.  Dr,  Dixon  hopes 
and  believes  that  !■<  will  be  very  siiglit,  but  Folly  wants 
her  friends  to  be  prepared.  Bhe  is  having  a little 
difficulty  with  articulation — I talked  with  her  last 
night — but  tnis  may  be  because  of  the  bandages.  3he 
expects  to  leave  for  Arcan  Ridge  on  Thursday. 

Helen  has  b«en  with  her  throughout 
this  frightening  experience — In  fact  she  has  been  in 
the  same  room,  well  taken  care  of  by  the  nurses  who  are 
old  friends  of  hers.  I was  ready  to  go  out,  but  I was 
not  needed  and  would  probably  have  been  in  the  way. 

i hope  you  have  all  had  a pleasant 
Bumiier  and  I hoj^e  to  see  you  soon  after  I return  to 
Long  Island  In  T^o  'ember. 


Helen' a , 


Meantime  my  love,  and  Folly's  and 


October  5t 


Dear  Ken, 

;ielen  and  Folly  ’ ave  asked  me  lo  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  Sept.  2?  and  to  say  how  very  pleased 
they  are  about  the  selection  of  TKF.  STORY  OF  IIY  LIFE 
by  the  Christian  Herald  Book  Club.  (So  am  I pleased.) 

At  the  moment  they  are  both  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  Polly  went  out  to 
have  a growth  removed  from  the  ei'^e  of  her  face,  Helen 
for  routine  examination  and  to  be  with  lolly.  We 
were  all  dread-^ully  afraid  of  malignancy  and  so 
relieved  when  the  doctor  assured  us  that  there  was  no 
trace  of  it  thrt  it  seems  in  comparison  a small 
matter  that  :^olly's  face  is  somewhat  distorted.  Just 
how  much  no  one  yet  knows,  but  the  doctoh  thinks  it 
will  be  slight.  In  any  event  Folly  wants  her  friends 
to  he  prepared  for  it  before  they  see  her.  She  and 
Helen  expect  to  return  to  Arcan  Ridge  the  latter  part 
of  this  week. 

Van  Wyck  Brooks'  book  on  Helen  la  to  be 
for  the  Landmark  series.  Random  House,  isn't  it? 

It  is  as  yet  in  the  planning  stage  and  depends  to 

some  extent  upon  the  material  he  can  get  about  her 

later  life.  He  hopes  to  have  it  appear  some  time  after 

Helen's  hook  on  Teacher  is  published.  I see  no  harm  in  this, 

do  you?  Father  the  contrary.  I'll  have  a talk  with  him 

in  tew  York  or  at  Aroan  Ridge  after  I return  in 

iNovember. 


Nice  weather  we  have  around  us  this  morning. 
All  good  wishes. 


I think  the  reviews  of  THF  STORY  0^  KY  LI"E 
simply  remarkable.  Sunerlo»'  publicity  man  you  must 
have. 


V 


October  5,  195^ 


Dear  ;.laa  Follows: 


Dr.  Helen  ■‘teller  haa  asiced 
nie  to  tell  you  how  very  touched  and  pleased 
she  was  by  your  letter  of  Saptamber  8.  She 
would  be  writing  to  you  herself,  but  she  la 
working  hard  on  a book  about  her  late  teacher, 
Anne  Sullivan  Kacy , and  has  fotmd  that  the  only 
way  to  get  on  with  it  la  to  cut  herself  off 
from  her  correspon’ence.  She  considers  this 
one  of  the  most  important  tasks  she  has  ever 
undertaken  and  since  It  requires  a great  deal 
of  time  and  thought  she  feels  that  at  least  for 
the  moment  she  must  forego  the  pleasure  of 
writing  to  her  friends. 

kith  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 

iNella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen 

Keller 


Kiss  n.  'oris  il . ^allows 
AO  Hill  Great  Road 
Great  Barr 
BlrmineJiam  22A 
England 


Snowvllla,  New  Hampshire 
October  5»  195A 


Dearest  ■^^ancy, 


Me  again 1 

Polly  has  asked  me  to  write  Mrs.  Levy  a note 
thanking  her  for  the  beautiful  roses.  Now  I suppose  the 
only  a ’dress  I would  need  la  Vlnyard  Haven,  but  I don't 
know  much  about  the  geography  of" your  Island,  nor  just 
where  Mrs.  Levy  lives.  ..ill  you  please  tell  her  that  Polly 
asked  .me  and  that  I asked  you  and  that  the  roses  were  very 
much  appreciated  and  enjoyed. 

Folly  also  wished  me  to  thank  you  and  Katharine 
for  the  books  and  to  say  that  she  is  particularly  Interested 
in  "Just  Half  a World  Away"  and  is  looking  forward  to  the  other 
one.  And  furthermore  to  express  her  deep  gratitude  to  you 
both  for  sending  the  film  to  St.  Mary's. 

Small  item  of  good  news:  Helen's  STORY  OF  MY 
LIFE  (after  all  these  years  I ) has  been  chosen  as  an  alternate 
for  January  by  the  Christian  Herald  Book  Club.  I5OO  guarantee 
(and  may  be  more)  of  which  half  goes  to  Helen,  half  to  the 
publisher . 


Good  many  more  letters  to  write,  but  the  really 
Important  ones  are  done.  (You  see  in  which  category  I place  this 
one.)  I may  not  get  down  to  the  postofflce  until  day  after 
tomorrow. 

Dr.  Dixon  added  little  in  the  letter  I had  from 
him,  but  he  is  very  comforting. 


Love, 


October  5i  195-^ 


'?ear  Amelia, 


Polly  has  asked  me  to  thank  you 
and  Kr.  flsel  for  your  thought  of  her.  I don’t 
knov  If  you  have  heard  the  good  navs  that  there 
was  na  malignancy  (I  have  beon  In  touch  vlth 
Dr.  Dixon  both  by  letter  and  by  telephone)  or 
the  bad  nowo  that  Folly’s  face  Is  to  b©  someviv.t 
deformed.  Just  how  much  no  one  yet  inor-s,  but 
the  growth  rested  against  a nerve  and  It  depends 
upon  how  aucli  datiage  the  nerve  suffered.  Dr. 
Dixon  hopes  and  believes  that  It  la  sll^t,  but 
the  bandages  were  not  off  vihen  I talked  with  her 
night  before  last.  Dhe  was  having  a little 
difficulty  with  articulation,  not  serious.  At 
any  rate  she  wants  her  friends  to  be  prepared 
for  the  change  before  they  see  her.  An  anxious 
time  for  us  all  It  has  been’.  She  and  ’’©len 
expect  to  leave  for  Arcan  Pldge  on  Thursday. 

I hope  you  have  had  a pleasant 
and  restful  summer. 


Affect lonat  ely , 


ctobar  5,  195^ 


Dear  Dick, 

It  iR  good  to  have  your  reassuring  letter. 

Very  interesting  that  you  have  considered  the 
possibility  of  a Javlsh  companion  for  Helen  and  Folly, 

The  last  time  I talked  with  hit  I said  that  if  we  had 
to  get  some  one  In  a hurry  I thou^t  we  ougjit  to 
make  a try  for  a Jewish  girl  because  Telen  and  holly 
like  the  Jewish  people  so  nuch  and  becauRe  there  is 
a JowlsV.  Agency  In  New  York  from  which  we  might  be  able 
to  get  one  already  equipped  with  the  manual  alphabet 
an<'  familiar  with  the  speech  problems  of  the  deaf.  But 
nothing  can  be  done  until  Polly  gives  her  willing 
consent. 

I have  promifled  ’elen  that  if  the  worst 
should  come  I will  do  all  I can  to  see  that  tl.ings  are  s 

arranged  as  she  wants  them  to  bo,  not  as  Folly  ral^t  I 

have  wanted  them,  not  as  I mlg^t  want  them,  nor  you,  nor  f 

Kit,  nor  Nancy,  nor  .iildred,  nor  rhllllps,  nor  anyone  » 

else,  I would  be  the  logical  one  to  live  with  Helen  or 
to  have  her  live  with  me,  but  both  girls  know  th;\t  this 
would  novar  be  possible.  I should,  however,  like  to 
have  her  close  by  where  I could  run  in  an"'lont  every  de.y 
and  I should  like  to  have  her  with  me  for  'a  month  or 
so  every  summer.  In  an  emergency  we  could  move  Helen 

Into  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  while  we  caught  our  breath,  • 

but  this  could  not  be  permanent.  She  muRt  have  grass 

to  her  feet,  flowers  to  her  hand.  This  la  as  far  as  I 
have  gone  in  trying  to  think  ahead,  but  I am  at  the 

service  of  anyone  who  has  a bright  Idea.  Or  perhaps  I ' 

should  say  an  Idea  that  I consider  bright,  I Judge  from 

wh,;t  you  say  that,  barring  the  hazards  of  fortune,  we 

have  no  cause  for  present  worry,  but  I think  we  should 

st\iff  up  our  sleeves  an  many  aces  as  possible. 

Ihe  information  about  the  Hitchcock  Clinic 
Is  most  welcome,  but  for  anything  really  corloup  I'd 
say  Nuts  and  fly  out  to  the  Kayo  Clinic  e-s  fast  as  a 
plane  could  get  me  there.  I'll  be  careful  vfbllo  you  are 
in  i^urope  and  (I  hope)  In 'la. 

Our  color  here  is  beautiful,  but  the 
violence  of  th-  hurricanes  blew  off  so  many  leaves 
that  It  1b  not  up  to  standard.  Ttlll  I vlsb  you  could 
see  It. 


You  are  a great  comfort  to  me'. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  '.J.3.A. 
October  7,  19 


Dear  Mr.  Herford: 

Folly  'Ihomson  has  asked  me  to  thank  you  for 
your  letter  of  13  September.  She  is  at  present  in  3t.  Mary's 
Hospital  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  She  went  out  about  two  weeks 
to  have  a tumor  removed  from  the  side  of  her  face  and  I 
hasten  to  say  that  the  growth  was  not  malignant.  Ho’-ever,  it 
rested  against  a nerve  and  there  will  be  some  facial  distortion 
Dr.  Claude  Dixon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  (it  was  he  v/ho  did  the 
surgery)  hopes  and  believes  that  It  will  be  slight,  but  Folly 
wants  her  friends  to  be  prepared  for  a change  in  her 
appearance . 


Helen  went  out  with  her  and  stayed  in  the 
same  room,  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  nurses  who  are  old  friends 
I was  ready  to  fly  out  if  necessary,  but  I saw  that  I was 
not  needed  and  thought  I mi^.t  even  be  in  the  way.  They  expect 
to  return  to  V.'estport  some  time  next  week. 

I am  glad  to  tell  you  that  the  hurricanes  did 
no  appreciable  damage  at  Arcan  Ridge,  though  else’A'here  along 
the  east  coast  the  destruction  was  very  great.  The  houses  can 
be  rebuilt,  but  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  big  trees  that 
were  broken  off  or  uprooted  are  gone  forever. 

bill  you  please  tell  Judge  Maxwell  about 
Polly,  also  any  other  of  her  Australian  friends  who  ought  ^o 
know.  She  will  of  course  be  writing  to  you  herself  one  of 
these  days. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Nella  Eraddy  Henney 


October  7,  19 3A 


Tear  rMlllpa, 


Polly  wants  me  to  tell  you  about 
an  operation  she  has  Just  had  out  at  the  Kayo 
Clinic.  A tumor  about  the  size  of  a goose  egg 
was  removed  from  her  face.  It  was  an  immense 
relief  to  us  all  to  learn  that  there  was  rlo 
malignancy,  but  there  v’ili  be  some  facial 
distortion — Just  how  much  is  not  yet  certain. 
f)he  and  -eien  are  both  in  St.  .'tary's  Hospital, 
in  'Rochester,  Minnesota,  and  Helen  has  been 
beautifully  cared  for  by  the  nurses  who  are 
old  friends.  Iney  had  hoped  to  set  out  for 
Arcan  Ridge  today,  but  were  disappointed . ihey 
probably  wont  come  home  until  some  time  next 
week.  All  has  gone  well  and  as  I said  in  my 
latter  to  Hildrad  I would  have  telegraphed  at 
the  beginning  if  1 had  felt  it  was  necessary. 
Ihe  operation,  as  such  things  go,  was  slight, 
an^  if  it  were  not  for  the  deformation  of  the 
face  we'd  have  nothing  to  worry  about. 

Vith  all  good  wishes  to  you  and 

Ravla,  I am 


Very  sincerely, 


Cctobor  7,  1954 


Oear  Mildred, 


. oily  has  J-int  had  a small  tumor 
removed  from  the  side  of  her  face.  She  and  Helen 
bop  are  at  f>t.  Mary  s Hospital  In  Rochester,  .annenoti 
Is  eolng  veil.  ’•;©  wore  terribly  afraid' 
of  malignancy,  but  "r.  hlxon  who  did  the  operation 
says  there  is  none,  he  himself  was  rather  surprised 
at  this  happy  result.  But  Polly's  face  will  he 
soraewhp  ’isprted,  no  one  yet  knows  Just  how  much. 

•jhe  had  hoped  to  leave  for  Arcan  Rld<rc  today  but 
pe  woum  is  still  draining  and  she  doesn't  know 
Just  when  they  will  get  away. 


I would  have 

beginning  if  I had  felt  It 
gone  out  to  Rochester  if  I 
Polly  and  Helen  stayed  in 
nurses,  who  are  old  friend 
Polly  is  having  a little  e 
thlntc  this  may  be  because 
her  ■'“rlentg  to  be  p**epared 
appearance  before  they  sea 
will  bo  very  slight  and  Pr 
will  be. 


telegraphed  you  at  the 
necessary  and  I would  have 
had  felt  I was  needed, 
the  same  room  and  the 
3,  looked  after  Helen, 
poech  difficulty,  but  I 
of  the  b-andagea.  She  wants 
for  th«  change  In  her 
her,  "'e  all  hope  the  change 
Dixon  believes  that  it 


kith  all  good  vrlshes. 


Sincerely, 


October  7»  I95A 


Caar  Frances  and  Conrad, 

Tills  letter  has  bad  news,  but 
It  Is  so  much  better  than  I had  expected  it  to  be 
that  I am  almost  chsorful  about  11.  Folly  and  Helen 
are  In  St.  Kary's  Hospital  In  Rochoater,  Minnesota,  and 
I hasten  to  say  that  H.olen  is  very  well.  Folly  went  out 
to  have  a tumor  removed  from  the  side  of  her  face.  It 
had  grown  to  be  about  the  sisie  of  a goose  egg  and  of 
course  we  were  all  dreadfully  afraid  of  malignancy,  but 
hr.  "^Ixon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic,  who  did  the  surgery 
assures  us  thfd  it  was  not.  However,  the  thing  rested 
against  a nerve  'ind  there  vlll  be  some  facial  Ilstort  Ion- 
Just  how  much  no  one  yet  Vtnows.  She  is  having  a little 
•difficulty  with  articulation,  especially  "b's"  and 
"p's,”  but  this  may  disappear.  She  had  thought  they 
would  leave  for  '’ostport  today,  but  when  I talked 
with  her  yesterday  she  said  she  v;ould  not  be  dlsmirsed 
until  some  time  next  week.  She  wants  her  friends  to 
be  prepared  for  an  alteration  in  her  looks  an-'’  since  it 
is  not  a thing  that  she  wants  to  write  about  I ai'.  doing 
it  for  her. 


Helen  stayed  in  the  same  room 
with  her  and  was  ten'deriy  looked  after  by  the  nurses 
who  are  old  friends.  I was  ready  to  go  out,  but  saw 
that  I wouldn' t be  needed  and  decided  that  I would  be 
in  the  way. 


I hope  that  you  both  have  had 
a pleasant  summer  and  th ' t a pleasant  winter  lies 
ahead  of  you . 


Sincerely , 


Snowvllle,  Mew  Hampshire 
October  7,  1954 


Dear  Nelson, 


I flon't  want  to  write  this  letter,  hut  here  goes'. 

An<i  the  news  is  not  nearly  as  bad  as  I expected  it  to  be. 

Folly  has  Just  had  a tumor  removed  from  the  side  of  her  face. 

Ve  were  all  dreadfully  afraid  of  malignnancy,  but  Dr.  Dixon 
who  performed  the  operation  says  No.  Dven  he  was  surprised  at 
this  happy  finding.  But  the  thing  rested  against  a nerve  and 
there  is  to  be  some  facial  distortion — Just  how  n.uch  is  not 
^et  certain.  Folly  is  having  a little  difficulty  with  articulation— 
'b's"  and  "p's"  especially — but  this  may  be  because  of  the 
bandages.  She  says  she  looks  av/ful,  but  Dr.  Dixon  thinks  that 
in  the  end  there  will  not  be  much  change  in  her  apr.earance. 

At  any  rate  Folly  wants  her  friends  to  be  prepared  before  they 
see  her.  And  naturally  it  is  not  a thing  that  she  herself 
likes  to  write  about. 

And  v;here  was  Helen  all  this  time?  Right  in  the 
room  with  Polly  at  St.  Kary's  Hospital  in  Rochester,  Kinnesota, 
and  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  nurses  who  are  old  friends.  I'd 
have  gone  out  myself  if  I had  felt  that  I was  needed,  but  as 
things  turned  out  I would  i^robably  have  been  in  the  \;3.y , IdTey  had 
hoped  to  set  out  for  Vi'estport  today,  hut  this  was  before  they 
had  discussed  it  with  Dr.  Dixon.  Now  Polly  thinks  it  will  be 
some  time  next  .week. 

I have  no  idea  what  effect  this  will  have  on  their 
public  appearances.  If  Folly  is  much  disfigured  I think  she 
will  have  to  retire  from  platform.  I hope  of  course  that 
the  change  v-111  not  be  noticeable.  And  I hope  th-' t we  shall 
all  see  you  some  time  this  winter. 


. ove , 


October  7,  1954 


t^ear  Shlnzo, 


Folly  wants  me  to  tell  you  about  an 
operation  she  has  Just  had  out  at  the  Kavo  Clinic 
In  Rochester,  .'.Innesota,  I 'on't  know  If' you  knew 
that  durlnff  the  summer  a tumor  developed  on  the 
side  of  her  face.  This  was  removed  by  her  old 
friend,  r,  Claude  Dixon,  VTe  were  all  very  much 
afraid  that  It  was  malignant,  but  Dr.  Dixon 
assures  us  that  It  vae  not.  However,  It  rested 
against  a nerve  and  there  vlll  be  some  distortion 
of  the  face — Just  how  much  no  one  yet  knows,  but 
Dr.  Dixon  hopes  and  believes  that  It  will  be 
slight.  At  any  rate  Folly  wants  her  friends  to  be 
prepared  for  a change  In  her  appearance. 


!lelen  went  out  wit’  her  and  they  have  been 
and  still  are  In  th'’  same  room  In  St.  N.ary ' s 
Hospital  In  Kochester.  The  nurses,  who  are  old  friends, 
looked  after  her,  I would  hni'e  gone  out  myself  If 
I ha,d  thought  I was  needed,  but  I would  really  have 
been  In  the  way.  Pol’y  hoped  that  they  would  be  able 
to  leave  for  Vestport  today,  but  I talked  with  her 
yesterday  and  she  said  that  she  didn't  know  when  they 
could  leave — probably  some  time  next  week, 

T 1 r I hope  you  have  had  a pleasant  summer  and 
i look  forward  to  seeing  y uu  this  winter  after  I 

home^"  country  and  after  the  girls  are  back 


. ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
October  7,  195'^ 


Dear  Mrs.  Davidson, 


written  Tollv 
other  people, 
appointed  not 


^ ..any  thrnks  <’or  your  note.  I l.ad  already 
s brother  and  Helen's  family  and  a number  of 
I talked  with  Folly  yestorday  and  was  dls- 
find  her  with  the  bandages  off.  1 really 
■^on  t like  to  call  b^'cauee  it  seems  to  be  an  effort  for  her 
to  talk,  but  every  now  and  then  I simply  have  to  know.  She  had 
told  me,  as  she  had  told  you,  that  she  thought  she  was  coming 
home  the  end  of  this  week,  but  yesterday  she  said  sh®  didn't 
itnow  when  she  would  he  dismissed. 


The  film  had  a great  success  out  tV.ere. 
It  was  a nice  thing  for  ^*ancy  to  do. 


The  Piountalns  are  covered  with  snow  this 
morning  and  we  had  our  first  frost  last  ni^t.  The  autumn 
colors  are  very  disappointing,  probably  because  of  the 
hurricanes. 


hhat  Is  this  I hear  about  an  oper.atlon  *’or 
you?  I am  terribly  sorry. 


7 lease  remember  me  to  your  husband. 
Always  sincerely, 


Snowvliie,  ew  Hampp.hire 
Octobor  13> 


Dearest,  Polly, 


I YP-n  ro  bomesicii  '“or  tbo  no-mfl  of  your  voice 
thr<+  I conl-^  almo  t V''vs  crlOs^  when  It  cPwtne  tbroufc^h  last 
nlf;li+ . An^t  It  so>iri'’e(^  ^"5  'difficulty  vlth  aril culat  Ion. 

I J”st  trlV.f'd  with  Mr.  Leon.  1 was  all 

mixed  ur  on  this  business  of  our  Rtill  being  on  ftayllght  saving 
tive  and  cal  Ic'd  +oo  early  t'O  get  "'r^.  Fry  vrho  was,  of  course, 
the  one  I wentod.  I v>ope  you  did  not  find  the  trip  too 
dif"'lcult — at  any  r' " e vhen  you  aro  In  there  you  are  among 
people  ’«ho  lo'  e you. 


I pm  returning  the  letter  from  >.r.  Herford 
hocauso  In  duo  time  you  will  want  to  answer  It.  I sent  him  a 
8top~gap  let  lor,  so  there  will  be  no  hurry.  Mce  note  from 
Shlnzo  yesterday. 

!■  Is  80  good  that  you  and  ilelen  are  to  have 
someone  In  the  house  with  you.  Ite  shall  all  sleep  better  at 
night.  I hope  you  have  found  someone  whose  personality  Is 
sympathetic  both  to  yours  and  Helen's.  I know  that  this  la 
essential  and  ic  this  vroman  Is  not  the  right  one  we  sli&ll 
keep  on  trying. 


Our  weather  Is  almost  hot.  We  have  fton+lnued  to  have 
a lot  of  rain,  enough  to  make  some  of  our  paths  "lulte  wet,  but 
It  Is  pleasant  enou,gh  to  do  a lot  of  rambling  around.  That  Is 
proha,bly  what  we  were  up  to  t’’e  first  time  you  called. 

I have  not  written  to  Joe  T.ewls,  but  I have  made 
a note  of  h.ls  address  In  case  you  want  me  to.  I am  returning  his 
note  to  you.  t *-hought  yo>»  might  be  ‘alhlng  with  Claire  or  even  with 
him,  but  1 know  you  are  heavily  burdened  v’ith  calls  at  this  time. 

'■e  expect  to  come  down  very  soon  after  election  day 
and  since  It  comes  early  this  "ear  we  may  he  home  a.  little  earlier 
than  usual. 


Love,  lo-'s,  love  fromxtxs  ua  both. 


Octobflr  17,  19 5A 


Daar  JUCI50  lirau  le; 


Mlsc  Helen  Ji-ollor  has  aakod  in©  to 
roi.ly  to  i'our  letter  of  Sept.  Z1 . Will  you  plenee 
Inrtlcr.to  the  eourca  of  each  of  the  i\io  auotatlone 
which  you  wish  to  one  in  your  book,  then  return 
the  letter  to  me,  I believe  there  la  a tyjiotjr&phical 
error  In  the  aeconH  v;ara£raph  of  the  first  quotation. 
Shoulitn  t hose  be  "hoats  ? 

Mias  Keller  regrets  the  delay 
in  answering  you,  but  lllneoa  In  her  family  made 
It  unavoidable. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Neila  Braddy  fiennoy 
Attorney  for  flelen  Keller 


Judge  Jacob  h . Braude 
City  Hall  Room  lllA 
Chicago  2 
Illinois 


CctoUer  17,  19!;4 


Dear  Jirs.  Price ; 


Miss  Helen  Keller  has  aeked  mo 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  11 » 3Vie  Is 
at  present  complotaly  absorbed  In  writing  a book 
about  her  late  teacher  Anne  bulllvan  .lacy  and 
ban  found  It  nocessary  to  cut  herself  off  from 
ail  correspondence  except  that  connected  with 
her  never-ending  work  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind. 
She  Is  living,  quietly  at  home  with  her  companion 
of  forty  years,  .-.ins  lolly  Ihomaon,  and  is  working 
vary  hard.  .<ext  week  she  v/111  emerge  for  an 
afternoon  to  present  the  Wlgel  Kedals  for  service 
to  the  blind,  then  back  to  her  desk  to  resume 
work  on  the  book  about  Mrs,  Macy.  I am  sorry 
tnal  she  is  unable  to  do  any  tiling  for  you  on  your 
paper. 


•1th  all  good  wishea,  I am 
blncerely  yours. 


iiQxla  3raddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Krs.  Cole  13.  .-rice  Jr. 
Spring  Run  Road 
RD  5 

Carlisle  Pennsylvania 


Cctober  20,  199' 


Folly, 


Wall,  I hopa  we  have  the  tolanhone 
b’)sln«sp  all  thraahafl  nut,  but  l ahan't  trupt  It 
until  I have  trlai^  it,  ’•hlf?h  will  be  vary  Boon. 

I -ini  Incloslnp,  a letter  which  I h'  ve 
written  to  ? Pva.  ’1b->'1b  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish 
Fhilanthroplas,  but  Bince  there  is  no  special  hurry 
about  11  I am  leaving  it  up  to  you  to  decide 
whether  to  mall  It,  The  women  have  certainly  given 
wolen  the  highest  awar^  in  their  power  and.  it 
would  certainly  be  all  ri^i  for  her  to  accept  It 
and  go  to  the  ’Inner,  but  I think  she  need  feel 
under  no  compulsion,  ihers  are  good  names  on  the 
list,  but  f a whole  buBineas  seems  to  me  jusl 
another  one  of  those  things, 

v.e  are  packing  up  now,  little  by 
lit  tie, and  I complicf  tod  things  a bit  by  v^renchlng 
my  back  day  before  yesterday,  Tot  serious,  but  It 
wrs  very  p^^inful  t'or  a while  and  even  now  I hr  ve  to 
move  about  as  if  I were  walking  on  eggshells  snd 
trying  not  to  break  then. 

Our  weather  could  be  Improved  by 
the  al'ltlon  of  a spot  of  sunshine,  but  we  are 
very  comfortable  in  the  house.  This  time  of  year 
I begin  to  be  anxious  to  get. back  to  Oerden  City 
end  I "-ra  JiOJ^e  than  anxious  to  see  you  and  i.elen. 

Very  grs  t love  to  you  botl  from 
both  of  us  and  especially  rae. 


October  20,  195^ 


roar  Mr.  Blabop: 


Hiss  i'.elen  iieller  has  asked  lue 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  4.  Sbe  is 
at  present  under  very  Threat  pressure,  trying  to 
finish  a book  about  ’her  late  teacher,  Anna 
Sullivan  i'lacy , and  at  the  seme  time  carrying  on 
her  regular  ^ork  for  the  bllnl  and  tbe  blind- 
deaf.  :ier  situation  la  further  complicated  by 
Illness  In  her  family  • So  far  as  st.e  can 
roineiaber  she  has  not  coioposod  a formal  prayer 
and  at  the  moment  It  Is  quite  Impoasible  for 
her  to  do  so.  Sowsver  I will  look  through  her 
papers  and  if  I come  across  anything  that  seams 
suitable  for  your  purpose  I will  send  It  to  you. 


very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Melon  Kellor 


Hr.  Jim  Bishop 
g^7  darrlson  Ave. 
Teaneck 
Now  Jarsoy 


October  21,  19 


^0Ar  Klaa  Whaloy: 


Msn  iielen  Xeller  has  aakeri  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  October  12,  It  Is  not 
altogether  clear  Just  what  you  want  from  her.  If  it 
Is  simply  permission  to  Include  i'olen  Keller  airfonji 
toe  subjects  for  your*  biot:r;ii  1 les,  thlM  yc;  may 
have,  Dut  if  you  wish  hisE.  Kellor  herself  to  write 
anything,  this  is  Impocsibie.  tier  committmonts  are 
80  MUBi  roua  and  her  schedule  so  heavy  that  she 
cannot  undertake  anything  c.ore  at,  the  present  time. 
Rven  if  this  were  not  true,  she  la  so  ■'ired  of 
wriiinp;  about  herself  thr  t I think  she  could  not 
be  persuaded  to  do  anything  in  t;  e vciy  of  an 
autobiography,  however  brief  11  might  bo. 

' ith  all  good  v;lshes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


hiss  Dorothy  hell  Vihaley 
2112  Sixth  Avo. 

Fort  'north  10 
1 exas 


Della  Lraddy  Senney 
At torncy  for  Helen  Keller 


Cctobflr  22,  1954 


Dear  Jire.  avis: 


to 


xe 


^ . . iB8  ..elen  Waller  has  askafl 

re,  ...y  to  yo'ir  letter  of  Cctob’r  11  ;;he 
deeply  ap,r9ciats3  th©  V.onor  woich  itin  '•■’neo-' 

Of  ;awlsK  .hiiantl.roplo,  hoo 

unr?i^  ^ ^ regrets  very  much  that%he  Is 
unable  to  ..  crept  y-^jr  kind  invii^Uou  to  be 
present  at  t.-,e  annual  dinner  on  boeexbor  6 )he 
la  now  wording  un  er  extraordinary  preasu-o 

S'  t-ook  about  hor^lete  tc'.cher 
anne  ^uixivar.  y.ucy,  and  at  fne  sc.xe  tlxe 
carrying  on  with  her  regular  lob  as  in+!r.K,afi 

Fllnd  and  the  American  *^oundRilon  ^or  Overseas 
BUnu.  . er  situa  tion  I3  furtner  co^.pUc 

fe^ls'tSat  at  " 

fre^  or  '11  ® xunt  .eep 

with  1 ~ ftctlvl  ^lea  not  directly  connootre' 

with  h,:r  work  for  the  blind  and  thj  doef-bi 
I am  very  sorry  that  this  is  the  car.r  ’ 


V'ltn  all  good  vrlshes,  1 am 
’ary  elncoroly  jourc, 


• clia  Breddy  lienney 
Attorney  for  flrlen  -vr.iief. 


• • I D • 


^ • 


toemi/e  : 1 vision  Gaapalgn 

^Mlanlnropies  of 


1 33  Ka  B t 
New  ' one 
Now  York 


: > F.t. 
22 


iow  j’ork 


Octohar  22,  195A 


Dearast  Folly, 


. . Never  I expect  to  live  long  em  ,crh 

to  hoar  yo'i  n:vj  that  there  was  any  thins  you  couldn’t 

therapist  was 

out  tvr't  «^cour:.eins  thins,  as  i:elth  pointed 
out,  that  your  strone  reaction  shows  that  the 
tissues  are  alive.  Tt  ey  need  etlD.ul-tlon  and  after 
r-l’  returns  I tV.lnk  you  should  talk  wit:  her 

ihe  little  raac'^lne  will  always  /Ivo  a shock  an.:  you 
will  always  flinch  >00  It,  but  it  ought  not  to  Lr't 
tue  way  tris  apparently  nd.  I shouldn't  hesitate  to 

"f*  l^or,  '‘o  doesn't  want  his  lob 
botcbec.  .and  i ,:now  he  coni-’  give  you  soim’  advice. 


have  put 
The  iTialn 
flavor. 


I .have  gon.e  over  the  brochure  and 
own  Biy  comments  '<n  thie  Inclosed  papers 
trouble  with  It  Is  that  It  has  an  out-of-date 


^ -d  oxpect  to  be  back  in 

■-lection  ay.  ight  even  como  a little 
o our  voting  with  an  absentee  ballot. 


GC  Just  after 
sooner  and 


of  today. 


I shall  be  eager  to  heap  your  account 


:-'.uch  lo  e,  as  always, 


October  26,  195^ 


Denr  Amelia, 


It  was  very  thoughtful  of  you  to  write 
to  me  about  folly  and  I am  much  relieved,  to  know 
that  the  Jlsfij-urerient  le  not  nearly  ao  bad  ae  I 
had  feared. 


I have  lost  many  an  hour's  sleep  over 
the  situation  at  Arcan  R1 Ige  and  have  1 old  folly 
how  dangerous  I think  it  is.  Just  after  she  came 
back  from  Hochester  she  told  me  that  she  wag  going 
to  have  Oscar's  sister  in  the  house  with  them.  Oscar 
is  the  chief  of  police  up  there  and  was  a very  good 
friend  of  llorhert's.  I hope  the  sister  is  already 
installed,  but  from  the  way  you  write  I think  jjerhaps 
not. 


The  list  of  people  who  have  been  able  to 
get  nowhere  with  Folly  Includes  practically  everybody 
who  cares  either  about  her  or  about  Helen  an"’  this  goes 
for  Katharine  Cornell  and  Dr.  Dixon  at  the  wayo  Clinic 
as  well  as  for  a host  of  lesser  fry.  Ve  cannot  change 
Folly,  oven  if  we  wanted  to — she  is  too  old  for  that — 
and  see  Is,  as  you  know  extremely  jealous  of  her 
position  with  Helen.  It  would  tear  her  to  pieces  to 
have  some  one  come  in  there  who  was  really  capable  of 
taking  over,  ^et  such  people  exist  and  I think  we 
should  all  always  be  on  the  lookout  for  schools  or 
institutions  from  which  one  ralgbt  be  obtained  in  a hurry. 
It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  best  place  to  look  might 
be  an  institution  for  the  deaf  where  a girl  mi^t  be  had 
who  was  already  equlpi^ed  with  the  manual  alphabet  and 
familiar  with  the  speech  problems  of  the  deaf.  ..e 
cannot  force  anyone  on  folly  and  anyone  who  goes  in  there 
would  have  to  put  up  *?rom  her  what  she  put  up  with  from 
leacher.  Who  would  do  that? 

It  seems  to  me  also,  if  you  don't  mind 
my  saying  so,  that  the  Foundation  itself  has  been 
negligent,  flnca  Robert  Irvin  left  1 believe  there  is 
no  one  on  the  staff  who  can  talk  with  ilelen  with  any 
fluency  by  means  of  the  manual  alphabet.  Surely  some  kind 
of  Job  coil  id  be  found  there  for  a personable  girl 
who  Is  trained  in  the  necessary  skills  to  look  after 
Helen,  '’he  neod  not  even  know  what  we  have  in  mind,  nor 
need  elen  and  Polly  know  she  is  there,  but  she  might 
prove  to  he  a *?ock  of  Gibraltar  in  an  emergency.  I 
can't  tell  you  how  many  times  people  h;  vo  said  to  me 
when  we  were  dlsciisping  this  unhappy  business,  "But  of 


course  the  Foundation  has  some  one  who  could  move  In" 
and  I had  to  say  Wo.  As  for  some  one  polng  Into  tl  e 
house  now  to  begin  learning  how  to  take  over  Fieleri's 
public  appearances  I think  it  Is  out  of  the  ouestlon 
I believe  that  only  a bed-ridden  Folly  would  ‘consent  to 


Folly  has  hoped  that  If  arythlna  aho’’?d 
happen  to  her  iielen  could  live  vflt.h  me  and  I hpve  told 
her  that  this  Is  out  of  the  question.  I haven't  the 
physical  strength  for  it  and  I haven't  the  ten  thousand 
other  qualifications  that  ere  needed,  b”t  I v'cul-''  like 
Helen  to  live  noi’r  me  w’ ere  I coui^  run  In  and  out  at" 
will  and  I should  like  her  to  spend  ~ month  or  so  vrlth 
me  up  here  every  summer.  This  la  as  much  as  T can  of-fer 
I have  Keith  to  think  about  too. 

7he  girl  Ann,  one  of  the  house-keepers  up 
there,  has  been  trained  by  Polly  to  act  as  lady’s 
maid  to  Helen.  She  can  drees  her  properly  and  would  be 
able  to  take  her  to  New  York  for  any  sort  of  necessary 
^t*ip,  as  for  a visit  to  the  dentist  or  the  doctor  or 
-'or  shopping.  This  Is  no  slight  thing  and  it  is 
another  of  the  areas  in  which  I would  be  completely 
incompetent. 

We  shall  be  returning  to  dar-’en  City  very 
soon  after  'election  Day.  We  are  citizens  of  Yew  Hampshl 
now  and  vote  In  Snowvllle.  I expect  to  see  the  girls 
very  soon  after  I get  back  to  Wew  York.  I'll  do  what 
I can  to  make  Folly  see  the  light,  but  I am  afraid  It 
will  not  be  much. 

-•-any,  many,  many  thanks  again  for  writing 

me. 


Affectionately, 


October  £6,  19 5A 


Dearest  Polly, 


Yoatoraay  I bad  a very  encourn.ei"6 
letter  about  you  from  Amelia.  It  was  extremely 
thoughtful  of  her  to  write  and  I trust  her  absolutely. 
I feel  much  happier  this  morning.  I haven't  had 
‘Haney's  letter  yet,  but  I can  imagine  pretty  much 
what  she  will  say. 


Very  sweet  letters  ^rom  Mrs.  Palrchild 
and  r r.  Fry.  I am  returning  them  in  case  you  want  to 
keep  them. 


Ihe  paper-ljackod  British  book  about 
Helen  is  completely  unauthorized  so  far  as  I know 
and  Is  a violation  of  copyright  both  of  Helen's  hooks 
and  rains,  ’.‘bien  you  get  the  royalty  report  check  to  see 
If  It  Includes  a payment  from  tho  Newnes  Educational 
Publishing  Go.  which  brought  it  out  and  I will  talk 
with  ;Cen  about  It.  It  1s  not  wall  done  (yju  would 
think  that  at  least  your  name  would  have  teen 
spelled  correctly)  and  seems  unlmp.ortant,  but  11  might 
he  unwise  to  let  It  go  without  protest. 

Cur  weather  Is  gr- y and  dlaagresable, 
the  kind  of  weather  that  reconciles  us  to  leaving 
for  Garden  City,  he  still  think  we  shall  set  out 
after  Election  Day.  It's  an  off  year,  but  I 
find  the  election  very  exciting. 


;'y  love,  over  and  always. 


October  27,  1954 


Dearest  Polly, 


i.ancy  called  last  nlglrit  ani  It  was 
wonderful  to  have  another  good  report  from  you.  I'll 
write  Bert  again  after  I have  seen  you  inyseif. 

If  there  la  any  difficulty  about 
getting  5 tlclcets  for  Veter  Pan  (and  I believe  there 
1b;  please  Leave  irie  out.  Peter  la  by  no  means  one  of 
my  favorite  characters,  though  ;*ary  "artln  la,  and 
I shall  have  a lot  to  do  when  I return  to  GC.  I’ll 
have  lunchi  with  you  all  that  day,  then  go  on  about 
my  business. 


'-rlz7.1e,  drizzle,  drizzle.  A good  day 
to  stay  Indoors  by  the  fire — apple  logs  on  the  hearth 
and  plenty  of  food  In  the  larder.  The  chipmunk  doesn't 
mind . v.'et  or  dry  be  likes  to  eat. 

Fine  article  by  the  Alsops  in  the 
current  harper's  t-;agazlne — the  Cppenheltcer  story 
again.  I think  people  will  not  let  it  die  and  I hope 
not . 


Golly,  but  I am  anxious  to  see  you  both', 
’ny  love. 


P.S.  I am  inclosing  one  of  the  blanks  for  the  Daton 
Conservation  Award  this  year.  The  head  of  tlie 
school  board  mimeographed  it  for  me  and  I think  It  is 
quite  charming.  Ihrow  it  av/ay  when  you  have  glanced  at 
it. 


October  29,  1954 


"enr  J^ias  Haen: 

In  replv  to  your  letter  of 
October  1:>  i'las  helen  xLollor  asks  me  to  say 
that  she  is  unwilling  to  have  any  changes 
tna’^e  in  the  excerpt  from  Ihe  htorv  of  i^lTe. 
If  the  passage  is  reprinted  it  must  re;i.aln 
as  it  stands. 


ery  truly  yours. 


uella  Era'dy  lienney 
-attorney  for  i.elen  ueller 


Kiss  hertrude  Haan 

Katlonal  Pnion  of  Christian  Schools 
865  23th  St. 

Grand  Haplds  3 
Kichlgan 


Ortoh^r  29,  1954 


"earent  ?olly , 


I io  completely  agree  with  you  an<i 
Helen  and  "ouhledaye  about  the  changes  Kiss 
Haan  wants  to  make  In  the  excerpt  from  The  Htorv 
of  ..V  Ll^e.  Klnor  indeed*.  T>'ey  take  away  all 
the  special  flavor  that  is  Helen's  and  besides 
it  was  an  impertinence  in  the  first  place  to 
ask  for  them.  I did,  however,  rewrite  your  letter 
because  you  had  inadvertently  Emitted  i’elen's 
name. 


Ihe  letter  from  3111  Kahn  about 
Mil  Town  is  a form  letter  which  he  is  broad- 
casting and  for  this  reason  I think  requires 
no  answer. 

Very  cold  this  morning.  It  was 
when  we  goi-  up  and  everything  was  covered  with 
white  frost.  A groat  deal  of  snow  on  the  mo'’ntains. 

hlRCusslon  of  the  Oppenhelmer  affair 
continues,  thank  Clod,  'roe  -'aturda-'  Hevlev:  is  to 
have  a symposium  on  11  beforo  long  and  I will  save 
it  for  you. 


thich,  much  love, 


Ill  Fifth  r>i.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
November  7,  195^1 


Dear  tils  a Lenle: 


I think  this  is  all  rl0ht — 
quite  BOO''’,  in  fact.  An-’  I think  the  addition 
of  pictures  v.ill  make  it  much  more  inviting 
than  the  last  one.  Kay  I have  a dozen  or  so 
copies,  please,  when  it  is  ready? 


sincerely  yours. 


Kiss  Helga  Lende 

American  Foundal ion  for  the  Blind 
15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  CHy,  New  York 
November  7»  1954 


fear  Van  V.’yck, 


It  will  be  perfectly 
convenient  for  me  to  meet  you  at  the 
American  FoundaHon  for  the  Blind  on 
Thursday  11th  around  11  A.M.  After  six 
months  in  the  woods  I always  have  a 
number  of  errands  in  the  city  and  for 
most  of  them  one  da.y  is  as  50od  as 
ano ther . 


you . 


I look  forward  to  seeing 


oincerely , 


Ill  Fifth  Ct.,  Garf^en  City,  New  York 
November  10,  19 5^ 


Dear  Nelson, 


Yotir  letter  was  Just  risht  and  I called  Folly 
about  It  almost  the  minute  it  arrived.  It  is  nov;  on  its 
way  to  estport. 

I saw  the  girls  yesterday  for  the  first  time 
since  the  operation.  Polly's  face  is  only  slightly  dis- 
torted, not  nearly  so  much  as  I had  feared,  and  her 
enunciation  is  almost  normal.  She  is  doing  exercises  and 
using  hot-water  packs  and  I truly  believe  that  after  a 
few  months  the  disfiguration  will  hardly  be  noticeable. 

She  ap-eared  with  Helen  late  in  October  to  present  the 
y.lgel  i'ledals  for  service  to  the  blind  and  evidently  got 
through  it  very  well.  It  has  been  a heavy  blow  to  her  and 
her  eyes  show  what  she  has  been  through.  However  she  is 
undaunted  and  it  will  not  surprise  you  to  know  that  she  and 
Helen  are  going  to  India  and  laklstan  in  February,  then 
probably  to  the  Philippines  and  maybe  to  Japan.  Takeo  died 
in  October — lid  you  know?  Helen  and  Fol:.y  both  feel  the 
loss  very  keenly.  I feel  it  too  though  I knew  him  so 
slightly . 


The  AFOB  is  slightly  mixed  up  about  the  film.  Final 
plans  for  distribution  ha.ve  not  yet  been  formulated.  The  big 
commercial  boys  have  turned  it  down,  but  there  have  been  many 
offers  from  Independent  outfits  and  these  Nancy  is  now  weighing 
in  committee.  Thie  State  Department  is  very  much  Interested  in 
it  and  wishes  it  shovm  at  a UNESCO  meeting  in  Montevideo  in 
D'^cember.  This  too  is  being  weighed — ' ill  probably  go  through 
but  without  publicity,  since  such  showings  ere  supposed  to  take 
the  edge  off  the  regular  opening  to  the  gener'l  public.  The 
whole  question  of  ■•'Istrlbutlon  in  Latin  America  is  at  the  top 
of  the  agenda  now  and  I will  try  to  keep  you  in  touch  with 
what  happens. 

Sorry  about  the  various  illnesses  in  your  family. 

How  those  things  can  pile  up'. 

All  good  wishes  and  ever  yours. 


F.S.  Helen  is  coming  along  very  well  on  her  book  about 
Teacher.  Kay  finish  before  she  sets  out  for  India.  If  so, 
we'll  take  up  the  question  of  t]he  column  as  soon  as  she 
returns. 


Ill  ^ifth  Pt.,  Gap'^en  City,  New  York 
November  10,  195^ 


■ ear  .-.I as  Logos: 


I am  sending  you  herewith  some  i&utariai 
to  be  transcribed  for  ;•  isa  Keller.  She  woul^’  like  the 
article  from  N.Y.  Times  done  first  an.l  sent  to  her 
when  it  is  finished.  The  rest  of  it  can  go  together. 


’*'hen  you  are  through  pie.  se  return  the 
manuscript  to  me  by  registered  mail  and  send  the  . ill  to 
me,  not  to  .-liss  Keller. 

It  is  wonderful  to  have  some  one  like  you 
to  turn  to  'or  this  kin?^  of  thing. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Kiss  ^Isa  ’/■,  Loges 
15<3-17  Sanford  Ave. 
t^lushlng  58 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York,  USA 
November  11,  1954 


Dear  Bob, 


Day  before  yesterday  I saw  Polly  'or  the  first 
time  since  the  operation  and  I hasten  to  reassure  you. 

The  distortion  of  her  face  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  I 
had  feared.  In  time,  with  facial  exercises  and  hot  packs 
I think  it  will  all  but  disappear.  She  cannot  whistle  to 
call  the  dog,  but  her  enunciation  is  perfectly  clear 
though  she  is  obliged  to  speak  somewhat  more  slowly  than 
she  did.  It  will  not  Interfere  with  her  public  appearances 
with  Helen,  but  they  are  keeping  these  to  a minimum.  It 
has  been  very  h^rd  on  Polly — her  eyes  show  it — but  she  has 
great  buoyancy  and  we  are  all  planning  to  go  to  the 
theater  on  Dec.  1 to  see  Mary  Martin  in  PETER  PAN.  The 
Foundation  is  giving  her  and  Helen  additional  secretarial 
help  and  a woman  is  moving  into  the  house  to  help  with  the 
cooking  and  cleaning  and,  most  Important  of  all,  to  be  with 
them  at  night.  3o  the  institution  seems  to  be  on  its 
feet  again; 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  hear  that  Effle  is  doing 
so  well  and  of  course  her  former  chief  is  not  the  only 
one  who  would  like  to  see  her  back  in  this  country. 


All  good  wishes. 


Ever  sincerely. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gt rden  City,  New  York 
Noveoiber  24,  19T4 


^oar  Dr.  anl  iMr-R.  ’..’heeler: 

On  her  ret”. m 

from  several  weeks  in  a hospital  Hiss  Helen 
Keller's  secretary  found  your  letter  of 
Sept.  30  addressed  to  the  Atlantic  Konthly 
buried  under  a pile  of  other  letters.  Kiss 
Keller  has  asked  me  to  say  that  she  has  no 
objection  to  your  making  use  of  the  excerpt 
from  her  article  "Ihree  Pays  to  See"  In 
yo”r  book  on  remedial  reading,  provided,  of 
course  that  the  proper  credit  permissions 
are  given. 


■'.nry  truly  yours, 


Nelia  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  iveller 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.R.  IVheeler 
615  Aledo  Ave. 

Coral  Gables 
Florida 


in  c--fth  3t.,  G r'en  City,  New  York 
Deceriiber  6,  195^ 


ear  Judgfl  Brao'^e: 


A fpw  lays  ago  I reat^  to  Aiss 
Keller  the  '.uotations  ascribed  to  bar.  She  agreed 
that  they  were  hers  ant  since  she  is  willing  to 
have  you  rei.rint  them  in  your  book  I am  returning 
your  letter  with  a signature  authorizing  you  to 
make  use  of  them. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  A-cllsr 


Judge  J.;-..  Braude 

The  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago 

Chicago,  Illinois 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  7,  1954 


Dearest  Polly, 


I think  Helen  has  developed  sreat  skill  in 
writing  these  little  speeches.  I found  only  one  that  needs 
a serious  change,  the  one  for  universities  and  I have  marked 
the  place  in  red.  It  is  most  unlikely  that  any  university 
student  in  India  would  recognize  the  names  of  Francois  Huber, 

Osslan,  and  Sir  Arthur  Pearson — only  specialists  would  in 
American  universities.  Have  Eric  give  her  the  names  of  two 
or  three  famous  Oriental  blind  men,  at  least  one  of  whom 
belongs  to  India  (or  Burma  or  Pakistan  or  the  Philippines  or 
wherever  she  is  speaking) . l do  not  include  Japan  because  she 
knows  the  celebrated  blind  men  of  that  country  and  she  may  know 
those  of  the  other  countries  she  is  about  to  visit.  The  Japanese 
blind  are  probably  better  known  in  India  than  those  of  Europe 
or  the  United  States — always  with  the  exception  of  Louis  Braille. 

By  this  same  mall  I am  asking  Mrs.  Davidson  to 
send  me  Helen’s  original  manuscript  of  the  Teacher  book.  I need  it 
in  editing  the  final  copy.  The  typist  made  a good  many  errors  and 
any  way  it  is  always  better  to  work  from  the  original.  Also  I 
am  asking  her  the  next  time  she  goes  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  take  one  of 
your  copies  and  keep  it  at  the  Foundation  until  we  have  a copy  ready 
to  turn  over  to  Ken.  With  one  here,  one  at  the  Foundation,  and  one 
with  you,  it  is  no^-  likely  that  they  will  all  be  destroyed. 

I shall  be  very  anxious  to  have  the  report  from 
Dr.  Stacy.  I have  an  idea  that  it  will  be  very  good,  but  I want 
to  hear  it. 


My  love  always  to  you  both. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
TJecember  7,  19  5A 


hear  Krs,  Davidson: 


I am  now  ready  for  you  to  send  me  the 
original  manuscript  of  Helen's  book  about  Teacher.  I need 
It  In  picking  up  the  typist's  errors  and  In  other  ways  as 
I go  over  It  for  the  last  time  before  sending  It  to  the 
publisher . 


I am  not  sure  If  you  have  one  of  the 
typescripts  at  the  Foundation,  but  If  not,  just  to  make 
trebly  sure  that  Helen's  work  Is  not  lost,  I think  It  might 
be  a good  plan  for  you  to  pick  one  up  next  time  you  go  to 
Arcan  Ridge  and  bring  It  back  and  put  It  In  a safe  place. 

With  copies  here  and  In  Connecticut  and  at  the  AFB,  it  doesn't 
seem  as  If  they  could  all  be  lost. 

It  was  wonderful  to  see  you  back  on  the 
Job  last  week,  looking  so  brisk  and  cheerful.  Please 
keep  well. 


Always  sincerely. 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Davidson 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  & 
*:®c0mbor  8,  1954 


Garden  City,  Kew  York 


Dear  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Maynard: 


Your  letter  of  November 


23  to  Mr.  Robert  Barnett  concerning  permission  to 
reprint  Hiss  Helen  Keller's  SONG  OF  THE  STOKE  WALL 
{ I aseume  this  Is  the  volume  you  mean)  has  been 
turned  over  to  me  for  reply  and  I have  consulted 
both  with  Kiss  Keller  and  Mr.  Barnett.  It  would 
make  Miss  Keller  very  happy  to  have  the  little 
book  back  In  print  either  In  Braille  or  In  ink 
print  and  I am  authorized  to  give  you  herewith  the 
permission  that  you  desire.  There  Is  on©  small 
point  about  Its  distribution:  It  must  not  be  sent 
out  as  a device  to  make  us©  of  Kiss  Keller's  name 
to  raise  funds.  This  does  not  mean,  of  course,  that 
any  restriction  would  be  placed  upon  whatever 
monies  might  accrue  from  selling  the  book  In  the 
ordinary  way  and  Miss  Keller  la  perfectly  willing 
to  forego  all  royalties.  If  the  book  Is  to  be  Ink- 
print  I should  like  to  know  when  It  appears,  In  fact 
I should  like  to  read  the  proofs  before  It  appears. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Cordially  yours, 


Nella  Braddy 
Attorney  for 


*»onney 

Helen  Keller 


Mr,  dfc  Mrs.  Merrill  A.  Maynard 
148  Washington  3t. 

Taunton,  Massachusetts 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Sap'^en  City,  New  York 
December  16,  195^ 


Dear  Mlse  Loses, 


v.'lll  you  please  transcribe  the  Inclosed 
letter  to  Miss  Keller  and  the  quotations  marked  In  red  on 
the  pages  that  follow.  Please  number  the  quotations  as  they 
are  now  numbered.  H"hen  you  are  through  return  the  typewritten 
pages  to  me  and  send  me  the  bill.  The  Braille  Is  of  course  to 
go  strlght  to  Miss  Keller. 

With  holiday  greetings,  I am 
Very  sincerely  yours. 


Kiss  Elsa  l^ges 
158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  58 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City, 
December  16,  195^ 


N.Y. 


Dearest  Helen, 


^ ^ sending  you  copies  of  the  nuotatlone  thnt 

need  to  be  looked  up  so  that  I can  check  them  against  th^  ^ 
orlgln^il  source  for  accuracy.  I haven't  been  able  to  locate 
the  Ode  of  Horace  of  which  you  write,  so  you'll  need  to 

^ + ”^®^®Dlng  the  quotations  so  that  you  won't 

have  to  recopy  them.  I am  sorry  about  these  tedious  details 
but  we  do  have  to  take  care  of  them.  We'll  probably  need^ 
another  conference  before  I am  done.  At  any  rate  I shall  need 
to  see  you  for  the  good  of  my  soul. 


With  my  love. 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  17 » 195^ 


Dear  Miss  Kewell: 


I am  authorized  by  Miss  Helen 
Keller  to  grant  you  the  permission  you  request 
for  reprinting  in  your  bulletin  the  paragraphs 
from  THE  V,ORLD  I LIVE  IN.  I must  ask,  however, 
that  you  follow  the  original  text  exactly,  as 
no  doubt  you  Intended  to  do,  but  the  typescript 
whi<h  reached  me  has  a number  of  small 
inaccuracies . 


With  best  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Kell 


Kiss  Jeanne  Kewell 
Zoltvany 

455B  Earnscllffe  Ave. 

Montreal 

Canada 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garr^en  City,  Kew  York 
Decerabe*’  j.9 , 1954 


Cear  Van  V;yck, 

Be  as-r.ired  that  when  Bslen's 
mamincript  I3  ready  I will  sand  you  a copy. 

I am  nearly  thro  igh  tne  pick-up  work--re- 
arranging  under  elen'e  directions,  chocking 
quotations,  ate.,  cut  when  I a.o  f Inl  :hsd  it 
still  has  to  be  typed  and  after  that  transcribed 
in  '-rallle  to  go  beck  to  Helen  for  further 
corrections,  I hope  to  get  It  to  the  typist 
next  week. 


The  book  Is  tentatively — very 
tentatively  — scl.eduled  for  publication  in 
October.  This  ’’ependa  to  soma  extant  upon 
what  the  '-tacies  ;'oir.e  Journal  does.  They  have 
asked  to  see  it.  I think  it  is  very  fine — 
written  with  passion  and  lo-e  and  anger  and 
beauty.  It  '.'-ill  be  a revelation  to  many  people 
and  quite  shocking  I think  to  some. 

I am  deeply  troubled  about  both 
girls,  but  that  v.’ould  be  true  no  matter  where 
they  v-ere  and  I feel  they  might  as  ^^fell  do 
the  things  that  make  them  happy. 

It  is  good  news  that  your  book 
is  going  well.  I look  forward  to  it.  Meantime 
I hope  you  and  Gladys  will  have  a please.nt  and 
fruitful  sojourn  In  California. 


Bver  sincerely. 


/ 


/c^  H K I 

5 <-*-|  , ' I Lj. 


Dearest  Qlrls, 

I've  been  stewing  a long  time  about  '-hla  letter.  I a,n  going  to  set 
down  my  conclusions  but  they  are  suggestive  only  and  you  need  not  pay  any 
attention  to  them. 

The  more  ijagnanimous  Helen  Is  the  worse,  I thinic,  for  the  Howes# 
and  while  I don't  think  she  should  ,ju11  her  punches,  I feel  that  there  are  cer- 
tain aspects  of  the  whole  episode  that  might  be  treated  a little  differently. 

For  the  purposes  of  discussion,  I ‘*ve  numbered  the  paragraphs  In  Helen's 
letter. 

The  first  one  I think  excellent. 

I spoke  to  you  about  the  "years  ago"  business  in  the  second,  but 
I think  Helen  could  tell  Mrs.  Richards  that  she  cannot  believe  t-at  Mrs. 

Richards  would  have  Invited  her  to  her  home  If  her  feeling  about  Teacher  was 

that  expressed  In  her  letter  to  me.  Helen  and  Teacher  were  one  In  a very  special 

sense  and  a blow  to  Teacher  hurts  Helen  more  (and  always  has)  than  a blow  to  ,er- 
self . 

Paragraphs  5 and  4 seem  to  me  excellent  just  as  they  stand. 

I would  Omit  all  of  5 except  the  fhot  that  after  Polly  read  the  letta" 
Helen  asked  to  have  It  in  braille  so  that  she  could  read  and  re-read  it  so  as  to  be 
sure  she  'ad  not  mistake  i the  author's  meeuilng.  The  rest  Is  not  Important.  Prom 
preceding  sentences  Mrs.  Richards  will  know  that  Helen  got  the  letter  fjom  ms. 

If  she  wants  to  pour  phials  of  wrath  on  my  head  she  knows  how  to  reach  me  and  I 

am  ready  foi  them. 

Paragraphs  6,7  and  8 can  be  cut  down.  I -ave  Indlcat.d  some  deletions 
that  can  be  made.  It  is  not  leltn's  business  to  preach  to  the  old  lady.  Better 
stick  to  facts.  Instead  of  de  ending  Teacher  I think  It  batter  to  thit 
Teacher  needs  no  defense,  even  from  Helen,  but  she  might  say  something  about  how 
much  the  attitude  of  Messrs.  Sanborn  and  Anagnos  wounded  feaoher  bit  that  hurt, or 


no  hurt,  f«lt  that  she  had  to  olaave  to  the  path  a ie  had  eeleoted  for 
heraelf.  Time  l^a  justified  her. 

I think  paragraph  10  very  good  but  the  rest  of  the  letter  seems  to  me 
unnecessary.  It  could  be  telescoped  but  I don't  think  it  strengthens  the 
argument  to  go  into  detail.  The  shorter  the  better  anyway,  the  shorter,  the 
stronger. 

I came  haao  from  Hellzapoppin  much  refreshed.  As  soon  as  we  get  No 
rime  for  Comedy  fixed  we  must  plan  for  anot-ier  Wednesday  afternoon  of  fun. 

Keith  has  talked  with  the  Bell  Lab.  people.  They  say  any  time  after 
•■•ay  2 and  any  day  except  Tuesday,  I think  they  are  planning  to  lay  themselves 
out  on  the  occasion  in  thinking  up  things  that  Helen  can  feel  and  get  something 
out  of.  There  are  at  least  two  Ncbel  prize  winners  in  the  Lab  and  a lot  of 
other  people  «ho  are  tops  in  their  own  fields.  Lot's  try  to  have  lunch  together 
beiore  :and  eo  Keith  can  prime  us  with  a few  facts  about  what  we  are  to  see. 
Would  you  like  to  fix  a date  now?  Keith  and  I will  be  leaving  for  Bnowville 
arou.id  the  middle  of  May  and  I believe  you  said  you  were  going  away  sometime 
dui'ing  the  month. 

I'll  try  to  get  to  work  on  the  Teacher  stuff  next  week.  I don't  think  there 
will  be  much  to  save  but  I nave  been  making  notes  which  may  give  Helen  some  good 
points  for  her  book. 


Love  to  all  of  you. 


